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Council  of  Safbty  to  Dklbgates  in  Conorbss,  1777. 

In  Goancil  of  Safetji 

Lancaster,  14th  No?',  1777, 

Sir, 

This  Ooaneil  is  applied  to  by  the  people  of  the  Ooanty  of  West* 
moreknd  in  this  Commonwealth  with  the  motft  alarming  Gompkinis 
of  Indian  Depredations.  The  Letter  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy 
will  give  yon  some  Idea  of  their  present  ntaation. 

We  &t  further  informed  by  verbal  accounts,  that  an  Extent  of  60 
Miles  has  been  evacuated  to  the  Savages,  fiill  of  Stock,  Oom,  Hoggs 
&  Poultry,  that  they  have  attacked  ihdmer's^Fort  about  7  miles 
distant  from  Fort  Ligonier  without  sucoess ;  and  fiiom  the  informiition 
of  White  £yes  &  other  circumstances,  it  is  feared  Fort  Ligonier  has^ 
by  this  dme  been  attacked.  There  is  likewise  reason  to  fear  the 
ravaeerwiil  extend  to  Bedford,  &  along  the  frontier.  We  shall  order 
out  tne  militia  of  Bedford  County,  &  take  such  other  steps  as  may 
be  immediately  necessary  for  the  relief  of  those  Settlements  bnt  we 
find  ihey  are  greatly  deficient  in  the  articles  of  arms,  &  especially 
ammonition  ft  Flints.  In  Fort  Ligonier,  when  our  Informants  left 
it,  there  was  not  more  than  40Ib  of  powder  &  15  lb  of  Lead — Flints 
are  sold  at  a  Dollar  a  piece. 

We  must  beg  the  assistance  of  Congress  in  these  artioies — arms 
we  dare  hardly  ask,  but  ammunition  ft  Flints  we  hope  may  be  sup- 
plied by  Congress  both  to  Westmoreland  ft  Bedford ;  and  we  must 
also  intreat  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  general  Defbnce  of  the 
FronUer.  We  know  not  the  rituation  iji  Gen.  Hand,  his  forces  or 
his  views;  but  we  have  reserved  the  militias  of  Bedford  &  Westmore- 
land, for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  him  in  those  parts  of  the 
states,  ft  the  neighbourhood. 

Mr.  Thomas  Galbraith  will  call  on  you  in  a  few  Days  on  his  way 
to  Ligonier,  the  supplies  should  be  furnished  to  him  from  Carlisle  to 
be  carried  from  thence  on  Pack  horses.    He  will  explain  more  at 
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large  their  sifcaation  &  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  commaDicate  to  him 
what  may  be  expected  from  Geo.  Hand^  as  well  as  what  Congress 
shall  order. 

Directedy 

To  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 


Council  to  Col.  Smith  L't  op  Chestee  Co — ,  1777, 

Lancaster,  14  Nov'r,  1777. 
Sir, 

Information  from  persons  of  character,  has  come  to  Council  that 

Mr.  John  JameB  -: ^  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  a  person  whose 

uniform  conversation  &  conduct  has  heretofore  fixed  on  him,  the 
charge  of  enmity  to  the  Cause  of  Liberty,  had  lately  been  clandes- 
tinely sdnt  oat  by  General  Howe,  to  prbmote  the  views  of  onr  invaders 
Bach  miscreants  ongbt  to  be  hunted,  &  layed  hold  of,  by  every  good 
man,  bat  Council  are  particularly  boand  to  secure  these  dangerous 
emissaries,  in  order  to  their  oondign  punishment. 
'  I  therefore  apply*  to  you,  in  order  to  get  the  person  above  named, 
h  any  otfaera  acting  in  like  manner,  certainly  &  speedily  arrested. 
For  this  purpose,  it  will  be  proper  to  watoh  the  meetings  &  espeoialy 
tiie  Quarterly  meetings  of  the  Quakers.  At  these  assemblies,  agents 
of  this  nature  will  without  doubt,  be  busy,  &  misohevious.  Prudenoe 
directs  that  secrecy  be  used ;  and  therefore  the  design  of  laying  hold 
of  them  should  be  imparted  with  caution,  ft  not  without  necessity, 
John  James  is  about  35  years  of  age;  five  feet  ^  ten  inches  high ; 
slenderly  made,  his  eyes  dark,  he  stoops  in  walking,  his  shoulders  fall 

ntly;  &  he  leans  sideways;  his  hair,  for  he  wears  no  wig,  is  of  a 
:  hue,  &  his  hat  very  plain.  He  generally  uses  Clothes  of  a  light 
drab  Color,  made  in  the  **  strictest  Quaker  fashion  ,V  being  lengthy  ' 
in  the  skirts  &  without  pockets.  But  as  he  is  a  native  of  Chester 
Oounty,  he  will  probably  be  known  among  you,  &  better  ascertained 
by  your  neighbours  tham  by  any  description.  For  this  man  you  have 
tinder  cover  of  this  Letter  a  warrant,  tho'  it  is  expected,  that  all 
agents  of  the  Enemy  will  be  industriously  sought  after,  &  apprehen- 
ded by  you,  &  many  other  friends  of  their  Country,  without  such 
formalities.'*' 

Directed. 
To  Col.  Smith  L<  of  Chester  Co. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  842. 
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Robert  Levbes  to  T.  Matlack,  1777. 

Bastobi  NoTemb^  IMi;  1777. 
Sir, 

Some  little  tfme  past,  I  had  the  honor  to  traiiflinit  to  his  Bzbel- 
leno^y  the  Preaident,  an  Examination  taken  beforef  me,  of  Herman 
Zedirlz — The  Honorable  Mr.  Haneock  has  sinee  been  here,  and 
obseryed,  that  it  had  been  his  opinion  thk  nahappj  man  waa  disor« 
dered  in  hia  aenses— by  two  letters  wrote  by  him  since  his  confinement 
the  one  intended  for  General  Washington,  the  other  for  General 
Howe,  Copies  ci  which  I  enclose,  it  is  manifest  he  cannot  be  in  his 
right  mind — ^I  shall  be  fflad  to  receiye  the  directions  of  Council, 
relative  to  thia  man,  he  having  not  wherewith  to  support  hmself, 
and  now  languishing  in  prison. 

The  Sttpplemenit  to  the  Test  act,  and  several  otheraots  of  assembly 
and  Be8(^ations  of  the  Conncil  of  Safety^  wood  be  very  acceptable 
here ;  for  want  of  which  in  some  instances,  my  Brethren  die  Justices 
&  myself,  are  freqnently  at  a  loss  how  to  act. 

I  wrote  you  that  I  had  accepted  an  appointment  from  Doctor  Ship- 
pen,  but  I  found  it  to^be  so  troublesome,  and  to  interfere  so  much  with 
the  duty  I  owe  the  public,  in  the  office  I  hold  under  the  State  as  a 
Magistrate,  that  I  conceived  it  to  be  right  to  resign  the  appomtment 
and  have  so  done. 

About  a  Fortnight  past,  the  contents  of  a  small  Box,  intended  for 
Bethlehem,  which  about  last  October  twelve  month  was  left  in  the 
care  of .  Col.  Sidman,  of  this  Town  was  disoovered*-^ol.  Sidman  in 
the  presence  of  Mr.  Young  had  the  curiosity  to  open  it,  and  behold  ! 
it  contained  Two  Bottles  of  simple  water,  sealed  with  several  hundred 
of  veiy  treasonable  printed  papers,  and  signed,  I  think  Emeriok — I 
wish  I  had  one  to  send  you.  But  Col.  Sidman  &  Mr.  Young  burnt 
them,  except  a  few,  given  to  Col.  Clem*  Biddle,  who  happened  to  be 
in  Easton  at  the  time,  who  took  them  to  Head  Quarters,  together 
with  two  written  papers  that  were  also  in  the  Box.  The  printed 
Papers  were  calculated  to  excite  the  Germans  to  receive  General  Howe 
with  open  arms,  and  betray  their  Country.  The  written  papers  were 
a  recommendation  of  the  waters,  as  good  to  clear  and  open  th#  Eye 
Sight,  and  a  direction  to  use  them  in  the  same  manner  that  the  former 
before  sent  were — ^The  Box  was  directed  to  the  care  of  Just  John£on 
Tavern  keeper  at  Bethleham,  and  Col.  Sidman  things  the  Initial 
Letters  of  the  name  of  the  Person  the  Box  was  intended  for  were  H. 
y.  supposed  to  be  Mr.  Yanfleck  of  Bethelehem. 

You  have  enclosed,  Silas  Burnett's  affidavit,  that  is  a  copy  thereof. 
The  last  part  of  the  idEdavit;  gives  great  reason  to  think  that  the 


a  JBNNSTIVANU  ABCHIYSS  1T77. 

Box  delivered  hj  Burnett  to  Mr.  Vanfleck;  contained  some  of  the 
same  Papers.  1  have  jndged  it  necessary  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the 
affidarity  that  if  you  think  ^^fer^  it  may  be  kid  oefore  his  Excel- 
lency in  Council,  also  I  sent  one  to  Col.  Biddle,  as  he  had  the  above 
papers,  that  he  might  lay  the  affidavit  before  his  Excellency  General 
Washington.  It  may  le^  to  a  great  discovery,  and  unravel  the  cause 
pf  the  Germans  generdly  at  this  time  being  so  inactive,  rather  un- 
friendly if  not  inimical. 

.  I  have  heard  much  faeve  of  a  letter  fromi  Parson  Duch^  to  General 
Washington,  if  it  be  printed  shond  be  much  pleased  with  a  Sight  of 
it,  that  such  an  infamous  wretch  has  thrown  off  the  mask ;  if  not 
printed  should  esteem  it  a  great  Favor  if  you  would  procure  me  a 
popy  of  it 

Joseph  Jenkins^  Brother  in  Law  to  Mr.  Gordon,  has  lately  come 
to  this  place,  aad  has  or  is  about  to  take  the  Ferry  of  Mr.  Gordon. 
I  am  totally  unacquainted  with  his  political  character  or  oonnections, . 
and  as  tbe  Ferrv  ie  a.  Post  of  iviportance  I  have  thought  fit  to  hint 
» this  to  you.  The  Ferriage  over  Lehei^h  or  Delaware  is  now  raised 
to  the  enormoua  price  of  one  shilling  &  three  pence  for  a  man  & 
horse.  It  is  true  every  thing  bears  an  enormous  price,  yet  s^  the 
Waggons  &  Passengers  are  to  ft  fro  very  numerous,  it  is  a  general 
complaint,  the  Ferriage  is  out  of  reasoui  and  for  this  account  only  X 
have  mentioned  it. 

Bespecting  the  contents  of  Burnet's  affidavit,  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  receive  Council's  Commands.  Mr.  Vanfleck  has  been  sinc# 
here,  ft  upon  Mr.  Young,  giving  me  ti\at  Information,  I  went  to  the 
Ferry  in  company  with  that  Gentleman,  and  gave  a  strict  charge  to 
the  officer  of  the  Guard,  not  to  let  any  person  pass  the  Ferry,  unless 
a  militagr  officer  under  a  commission  from  Congress,  that  did  not 
produoe  a  certificate  that  he  had  taken  the  Test  prescribed  by  y" 
Assembly  of  this  State;  pointed  out  to  him  in  particular  Mr.  Van* 
fleck,  whom  he  weU  knew,  and  directed  him,  when  he  came  to  pass 
the  Delaware,  if  he  did  not  produce  a  certificate  of  having  taken  the 
Test,  to  bring  him  before  me,  notwithstanding,  I  have  been  informe4 
that  he  did  pass  over,  and  by  CoL  Lobar  himself,  ft  he  believes  by  a 
pass  from  CoL  Hooper.  Col.  Hooper  has  of  [late  become  jealous  of 
me ;  I  am  sorry  for  it,  because  I  value  him  as  a  former  friend.  But 
my  attachment  to  my  Country  leads  me  to  sacrifice  every  consideration 
to  what  I  believe  to  be  the  public  good.  Sometime  past,  almost  asearlj 
as  I  liad  the  Honor  to  hold  the  commission  of  a  Magistrate,  I  wrot^ 
to  Col.  Lobar,  and  in  very  strong  terms,  pointed  out  the  necessity  of 
being  very  watchful  at  that  important  post,  the  ferry,  and  requested 
be  would  give  strict  orders  that  no  person  should  p^uw  the  Delaware, 
who  ha4  not  taken  the  Test,  He  assured  me  he  would  give  such 
orders,  ft  I  believe  he  did.  But  they  have  been  too  faintly  regardec). 
If  the  Council  should  be  of  opinion,  that  no  person  should  pass  that 
Ferry  who  has  not  ^taken  the  Test,  for  the  supplement  to  the  Test 
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«ai  i  lift¥»  iio(BM9»  I  kope  Jon  till  pktM  lo  iniNmi  ■•«£ 

I  an  viih 

gnat  K^qMOl  Sir, 

yonr  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

BOBEBT  LEVERS.     ' 

P.  8.  I  iend  9me  of  the  printed  paperB;  the  written  papers  abore 
I  MT«r  aaw. 


Directed^ 
To  Tiinothjr  BlaUack^  Eeqaire. 


DEPOSITION  or  Silas  Bubnat,  17^7. 

Nortbampton  County  \ 
m  Penn^lyania,  ss.       j 

Be  it  BeiaeBibered  that  on  the  Tburleoiith  Day  of  Nofomber  m 
the  jrear  of  oar  Lord  One  thousand  Seven  bandied  &  Bevcnt j  Seteft 
Before  me  Bobert  Levers,  Esquiie.  ene  of  the  Jostiees  of  the  Peno^ 
in  and  for  the  said  Co^ty,  peMonally  afpeared  SUas  Bumat  oi 
Hackets  Town  in  the  County  of  Sussex  in  the  State  of  New  inmr^ 
WaiOgooeri  aged  Forty  Six  Yearsi  and  upon  the  Holv  Bvanfalists  <» 
Almighty  Qod  did  depqse  and  say  that  sometime  in  the  month  el 
OotoMT,  or  the  month  of  November  in  the  year  1776,  this  depaneai 
then  following  the  oecupation  of  a  stage  driver  in  oompany  with  hk 
Brother  thniel  Burnet  from  Nc»w  York  to  Bethlehem  in  the  said 
County  cf  ^orthamp^n,  He  this  Deponent  received  from  his  said 
brother  Daniel  at  Morris  Town  in  New  Jersev  a  oertaan  sn^  Box 
direoted  to  the  oare  of  Mr.  Johasooy  Tavern  keejper  at  Bethlehem^ 
aforesaid^  to  be  delivered  to  some  Person  a  little  distance  horn  John- 
son's but  this  deponent  on  his  oath  says  he  cannot  now  recollect  the 
name  of  the  Person  to  whom  the  Box  was  to  be  delivered  by  Mr«^ 
Johnson — ^That  this  Deponent  brought  the  said  Box  in  the  stage 
Waggon  in  the  said  month  of  October  or  November.  1776|  as  &i  S4 
Eaaton  in  the  County  of  Northampton  aforesaid^  ana  having  nothing 
but  the  said  Box  at  that  time  to  carry  to  Betbleheoi.  he  this  deponent; 
left  the  same  at  Easton,  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Isaac  Sidman,  a  Tavern 
keeper,  where  this  deponent  usually  put  up  his  stage.  That  whe^ 
this  deponent  returned  to  Morris  Town,  to  the  best  of  his  rememr 
brance,  he  says,  that  his  stage  was  pressed  to  carry  the  wounded  4 
doctors  to  said  |[r.  Sidman's  at  Easton,  and  did  not  go  to  Bethlehem 
at  which  Time,  he  saw  the  Box  at  Mr.  Sidman's,  and  put  the  s^me 
and  a  Tar  Bueket  under  Mr.  Sidman's  Counter,  and^  until  this  day 
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kte  DfliTer  oiiMi  mMle  any  enqoir j  altM*  i|,  andf  dpoti  Mfl  ottb  deckre^ 
that  he  is  wholly  ignoraDt  of  and  nnaoquainted  with  ^trf  Part  of 
the  contents  thereof,  and  this  deponent  further  imyr,  tliat^  he  was 
directed  by  his  Brother,  the  said  Daniel  Bumei/lo  takf  particalar 
care  of  the  said  Box,  and  leave  the  same  at  the -place  where  it  was 
directed  to  and  told  this  deponent  that  he  had  received  the  Box  at 
the  same  PlacC;  that  is  to  say  at  Second  River,  and  from  the  same 
'Person  that  he  had  reo^ived  all  the  Letters  which  were  directed  to 
Mr.  Van  Fleck  at  Bethlehem  ^foresaid,  and  this  the  disfiotieiit  sAys 
was  told  him  by  his  brother  after  he  this  deponent  Juhda^quafafeidi 
him,  that  he  had  received  at  Second  River  a  Quantity  of  Indigo  to 
be  delivered  to  Mr.  Yanfleck  at  Bethlehem^  which  Indigo  the  depo^ 
nent  says  he  carried  from  Second  River  to  one  Mr.  Osdimns  at 
Watsesson  in  Jersey,  about  Five  Miles  from  the  place  he  received  it 
and  before  he  this  deponent  could  remove  it  from  thence  the  British 
Army  had  entered  into  that  Country,  and  that  this  deponent  believes 
that  the  same  Person  might  have  delivered  the  Box  &  Letters  to  his 
Brother,  as  delivered  the  Indigo  to  this  deponent,  because  from  what 
passed  between  him  and  his  brother  above  mentiooedi  the  Bex, 
Letters,  &  Indigo  all  came  from  one  House— That  this  deponent 
says  at  the  Time  he  received  the  Indigo  at  Second  River,  he  saw  a 
ma  &  woman 'whom  he  supposed  to  belong  to  the  house  from  whence 
k  oame,  ind  whom  he  thinks,  but  says  he  cannot  speak  herein  with 
aerfeainty  beoanse  tlire'  length-  of  time  he  cannot  positively  recollect, 
did  ask  him  this  deponeat  if  he  did  deliver  the  Box  as  directed^' 
and'tkis  deponent  further  says  that  a  few  weeks  before  he  had  re* 
aeived'the  aforesaid  Box  from  bis  brother  to  be  delivered  at  Bethlehem 
ha  fikewise  had  received  at  Morris  Town  from  his  brother,  another 
tfmall  BdK  something  heavier  than  the  above  directed  to  Mr.  Yanfleck 
at  Bethlehem,  and  to  whom  this  deponent  says  he  deKversd  the  same 
And  this  Deponent  further  saith  not. 

SILAS  BtJRNET.    : 
Taken  &Swon  the  day 

&  year  aforesaid  bef(»e  me 

ROBERT  LEYERS. 
On  the  said  Thirteenth  day  of  November,  1777,  Before  me  the 
Sfibseriber  Silas  Burnet  above  mentioned  appeared  &  upon  the  Holy 
EvangeFs  Swears  that  he  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  to  any  person 
dr  persons  whatever  make  known  or  signify  that  he  hath  Uken  the 
i^ve  oath,  or  been  examined  concerning  or  relating  to  a  certain  Box 
kft  by  him  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Isaac  Sidman  and  he  doth  swear  that 
if  he  should  be  asked  any  Questions  concerning  the  said  Box  by  Mr« 
Yanfleck  of  Bethlehem  or  any  other  Person  at  any  time  or  place  he 
will  say  that  the  said  Box  he  left  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Sidman  with 
whom  he  believes  it  remains  and  nothing  farther  he  will  say. 

SILAS  BURNET. 
Taken  the  day  &  year 

abovcsaid  befor  cmo  ROBERT  LEVERS. 
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Bbsolittions  of  Congress,  1777. 

in  GoDgresa^  No?'  15, 1777. 
Besolyed, 

Thftt  an  extract  of  General  Washington's  letter  of  the  11  instant, 
relatite  to  eloatliing  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  States  of  Massachusetts 
Baj,  Connecticut.  New  Jersey,  Pensylvania,  Maryland  &  yirgiflia, 
jAo  ire  nqneeCea  to  send  without  delay  to  tke  army  under  his  com- 
mwadf  the  bknkelSi  k  other  articles  of  oloathiag  that  may  be  ooUeotad 
agreeable  to  a  recommendation  of  Gongreas  of  the  16  day  of  October 
iMty  to  answer  the  pressmg  demaends  of  the  army,  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  supplies  of  cloathing  expected  by  Ooagiess ;  &  that  dopli- 
cate  receipts  be  ti^eii  for  the  s^me  from  the  cloathier  geaettJ,  or  his 
depnlies  respeetively. 

One  e€  the  reeeipti  to  be  sent  to  the  board  of  war. 
Bxtract  from  ihe  minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Camp  near  White  Marish,  Nov  11, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  condition  of  the  army  for  want  of  cloathlug  &  blankets,  &  the 
little  prospect  we  have  of  obtainiofi  relief,  aeoonling  to  the  informa- 
tion I  have  received  from  the  board  of  war,  occasions  me  to  trouble 
jen  at' this  time.  The  mode  of  seizing  &  forcing  supplies  from  the 
inhabitants,  I  fear  would  prove  very  inadequate  to  the  dem^nd^, 
while  it  would  certainly  imbitter  the  minds  of  the  people,  k  excite 
perhaps  a  hurtful  jealousy  against  the  army,  I  have  naa  officers  out 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  &  makiog  voluntary  collections  6f 
necessaries,  &  in  a  few  instances,  more  coercive  measures  have  been 
exercised — but  all  these  have  proved  of  little  avail — our  distresses  st!il 
continue,  &  are  becoming  greater.  I  would  therefore  humbly  submtt 
it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient 
for  them  to  address  the  scYcrsS  legislative  &  icxecutive  powers  of  the 
States  on  this  sabject^  as  early  as  possible,  &  in  •  the  most  urgent 
terms.  It  appeacs  to  me,  if  they  were  to  appoint,  under  the  authority 
of  Congress,  proper  active  agents,  that  many  necessaries  might  be 
prooMd,  in  addi&cn  to  tboto  employed  Ott  public  adbount  Besides 
this,  I  think,  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  require  that  they  should 
resolve  on  an  immediate  assessment  to  be  made  on  the  inhabitants. 
If  these  modes  wbre  adopted,  eonsiderable  aids  might  i)e  dexfved,  & 
in  a  way  much  less  exceptionable  than  that  of  seiring  by  the  arn^. 
The  assemblies  in  many  States,  I  believe  are  noW  slttlag,  &  I  have 

1* 
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no  doubt  upon  a  requisition  b j  CoDgress.  but  they  will  give  attention 
to  the  measure/' 


John  Pbnn  to  T.  Matlack,  1777. 

York  Town,  Nor  16th,  1777.  . 
.  Dear  Sir, 

I  have  not  a  word  on  the  subject  of  news  worth  commonioaUng, 
unless,  that  we  have  gone  through  the  oonfideration,  it  will  be  seat 
to  Lancaster  to  be  printed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Col.  John  Banister  a  friend  of  mine  near  Petersburg  in  Yirg* 
wrote  to  me  to  buy  him  three  hundred  pounds  weight  of  clover  seed 
(the  red  sort)  ft  send  to  him,  as  I  do  not  know  who  to  apply  to.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  ask  the  fay'  of  you  to  speak  to  a  proper 
person  to  engage  that  quantity  ft  give  it  a  pass  as  soon  as  a  waggon 
offers,  I  will  pay  the  money  when  wanted,  let  me  hear  from  you. 

I  am 

your  ob't  Serv* 

J.  PENN. 
Directed. — Col.  Timothy  Hatlack,  Lancaster. 
Pav*  by  ) 

Mr.  Musgrave.  J 


Qbn.  Bobsrdbau  to  y.  p.  Oso.  B&tan,  1777. 

York  Town,  Nov'r  16th,  1777. 
Kr, 

I  acknowledge  the  honor  of  a  Letter  from  Council  with  the  en- 
closures which  shall  be  immediately  laid  before  Congress,  and  council 
may  be  assured  of  my  most  vigorous  exertions  on  the  important 
Business  recommended  and  without  delay  advise  them,  in  the  mean- 
time, with  most  respectful  Salutations, 
I  remain 

their  and  your 

Most  ob*  humV  Serv* 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

P.  S.  Confideration  will  be  sent  off  for  Lancaster  to  be  printed. . 
Directed, 

The  Hou'ble  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsilvania  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by  ) 
Mr.  Robinson.  J 
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Col.  Wm.  Brabvobd  to  Pbbsident  Whaeton,  17T7.  * 

Sir, 

My  last  infomed  jon  that  the  Enemy  had  been  Cannonading  Fort 
Mifflin  two  days,  and  had  begun  again  on  Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday,  they  kept  up  a  very  hot  Fire,  vad  killed  several  of  our  men, 
and  wounded  many.  Saturday  morning  we  opened  a  Battery  of  two 
Ouns  near  Tench  Francis  House,  against  the  Somerset  of  64  the 
Isis  of  50,  another  50  Oun  Ship  two  large  Frigates,  their  Gaily 
ifhen  onr  Fleet  also  eifgaged  and  a  most  furious  Hre  fkt>m  all  sides 
continued  till  near  Dark,  when  the  Ships  droped  down.  While  the 
Ships  &  Oallys  were  engaged  the  large  East  India  Ship  that  was  cut 
down  came  up  behind  Hog  Island  and  got  dose  to  the  Fort,  She 
with  the  five  Batteries  tore  the  Fort  all  to  peices  and  knocked  down 
all  the  ambmsers,  killing  many  of  onr  People  and  wounded  more. 
About  12  O'clock  at  night,  the  Officers  finding  it  imposssible  to 
stand  it  any  longer,  set  fire  to  the  Barracks  Ac.,  and  brought  of  the 
People.  .  Thus  Fort  Mifflin  is  fallen.  What  will  become  of  our 
Fleet  f  I  know  not.  To  lay  under  Red  Bank  is  impossible.  If  they 
retreat  to  Lads  Core  a  Battery  or  two  on  League  Island  will  reach 
them.  I  suppose  we  shall  have  Ships  up  again  to-Day.  Our  Fire 
Rafts  are  almost  all  destroyed  by  the  Tempestous  weather  we  have 
had.  Our  men  in  great  want  of  shoes  and  Cloaths.  We  have 
receired  no  more  Rum  than  the  two  Hogsheads  I  informed  in  my 
last,  tho^  Crispin  says  he  expects  two  more  to-morrow.  In  the 
Engagements  the  Galleys  had  several  men  killed  and  10  or  12 
wounded. 

I  am. 
Your  Excellency's 

most  Humble  Serv% 

WM.  BRADFORD. 

Sloop  Speedwell,  off 

Red  Bank,  Nov  16th,  1777. 

Directed. 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 
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Warrant  for  arrb&t  of  PROTHOi^OTARt  of  Bbmord  Co., 

1777. 

In  Coancil;  Lancaster,  November  17th|  1777. 
Pennsylvania,  ss. 

To'  the  sheriff  of  Bedford  County  Oreeting. 
Whereas  it  ia  made  appear  before  the  Sapreme  Ezeentive  CouneU 
of  the  oofldmonwealth  of  Pennaylvania,  upon  the  oath  of  Robert 
Oalbiaith  and  William  Parker  Eaqnires,  that  Thomas  Smith  Esq^ 
bein£  a  person  who  haa  acted  as  Prothonotary  in  the  Coanty  of 
Bedmd,  hath  been  duly  required  and  saramoned  by  a  demand  in 
writisg)  to  deliver  up  all  and  singular  the  books,  recordS|  jmpers  atid 
seals  beloDging  to  or  in  use  in  the  offioe  of  Prothonotary^  in  and  for 
the  aaid  eooaty  of  Bedford,  unto  the  said  Robert  Galbraith  (he  the 
«aid  Robert  Galbraith  being  the  person  who  hath  been  appointed  by 
the  President  sod  this  Oounoil  to  eueoeed  him  the  said  Thomas 
Smith  in  the  said  offioe,)  and  that  he  the  a*  Thoniss  Smkh  hath  seg- 
leeted  to  eomply  with  the  s'  demand,  you  are  therefore  hereby  oom- 
manded  to  lake  the  said  Thomas  Smith,  and  him  safely  keep  in  dose 
custody  in  the  common  €hiol  of  the  said  county  of  Bedford  without 
bail  or  mainprise,  untill  the  said  Robert;  Galbraith  shall  become 
possessed  of  the  said  books,  records,  papers  and  Seals  Given  under 
my  hand  and  sealed  this  seventeenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven. 

GEO.  BRYAN,  vice-president'^ 


Presidbnt  of  Congress  to  President   Wharton,   1777. 

York  Town,  17  Nov.,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  extreme  want  of  Blankets  &  Clothing  in  General  Washington's 
Line  induced  Congress  on  the  15  Inst^  to  confirm  a  Resolution  for 
calling  on  those  States  to  whom,  by  a  former  Resolve,  it  had  been 
recommended  to  collect  such  essential  articles  &  to  request  that 
without  delay,  all  that  shall  have  been  collected  may  be  forwarded 
to  Gamp. 

A  Copy  of  the  first  mentioned  Resolve  together  with  a  subjoined 
Extract  from  the  General's  Letter,  dated  the  11th  Inst.,  will  accom- 
pany this. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  872. 
f  See  page  9, 10. 
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Tonr  Homnur  will  be  piMni  to  Ubt  4he  nacMnrj  tietMrm  on 
jonr  ptri  for  oflactiBg  the  cre»l  porpoio  in  view,  enabUng  our  dij^" 
tressed  Soldiers  to  keep  the  Field|'  indeed  to  saye  many  of  tbesi_ 
from  periflhing. 

I  am  with  yery  great  regard,  , 

Honorable  Sir, 

Yonr  most  obed*, 
Hum*  Serv*, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
Preaid*  Cong^. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honble  Tho.  Wharton,  Esqoire,  President,  Pennsyhania. 


COHHIS8IOKSR8  FOK  SsiZnra  PiBftSOITAL  SdTATBS,  1777. 

Philad.  County,  Novem*  the  18lh,  1777. 
Sir, 

>  As  we,  the  subecribers,  togeth^  with  James  Stroud  and  Daniel 
Heester,  are  appointed  by  the  Honoimble  Council  of  Safety,  Commis- 
sioQers  for  the  pnzpose  of  seixinc  on  the  personal  Estates  of  snob  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  as  have  or  hereafter 
shall  abandon  their  families  or  Habitations  to  Join  the  army  of  the 
King  of  great  Britun  &e.  And  as  the  nid  James  Stroud  refuses 
to  serve  as  a  Commissioner  for  said  purposes  and  said  Daniel  Heester 
hath  been  for  a  considerable  time  past  out  of  this  State  on  business 
and  it  is  not  known  when  he  will  return,  therefore,  as  there  appears 
to  us  much  business  to  be  done  by  the  Commissioners  of  this  County, 
we  request  the  Honorable  Council,  if  they  think  proper,  to  add  CoU 
William  Dean,  Doctor  Arch'  M^Clean  and  Col.  George  Smith,  to  the 
number  of  Commissioners  already  appointed  for  the  County  of  Phil*, 
which  if  the  Council  sees  proper  to  do,  Certificates  of  their  appoint- 
ment should  be  sent  them  as  soon  as  possible^for  we  have  need  of 
their  services  immediately. 
We  are  Sir, 

With  the  greatest, 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Sertant, 

ROBERT  LOLLER, 
WILLIAM  ANTES, 
ABCEID.  THOMSON. 
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P.  8.    If  they  are  appoinied  we  woald  be  glad  if  jam  OoiiM  a^nd 
^e  Oertifieatee  of  the  appointment  by  the  Bearer  of  thia  Letter. 

Directed^  ^  "• 

To  His  Ezoellenoy;  Thomas  Wharton,  Jan%  President  of  the 
Exeoative  OoanciL  .      '   * 

^  Express. 


Colonel  J.  Morgan  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

,  Reading,  Nov.  18th,  1777. 
Sir, 

We  have  sent  to  Camp  about  400  of  the  Militia,  inolading  officers 
out  of Ihe  5th  and  6th  Classes,  under  Col.  Henry  Spicker,  and  as 
they  5th  ft  6th  Classes  did  not  turn  out  as  Generally  as  we  Expected, 
we  have  sent  orders  to  the  Commanding  officers  of  the  Differeot 
Battalions  to  call  upon  the  7th  and  8th  Classes  also.  My  son  will 
Inform*  your  Exoellenoy  More  Particularly. 
I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Your  Elxcellency'a  most  Obedient^ 
Humble  Servant, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  C. 
Directedy 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  President. 


King's  Speech  to  Parliament,  1777. 

Baltimore,  February  4th,  1778. 

By  Captain  Moore  of  the  schooner  duke  de  chqiseil,  arrived  la 
North  Carolina,  from  Bourdeaz,  which  he  left  in  deoember,  we  have 
the  following, 

House  of  Lords. 

King's  Speech,  19th  Nov. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  that  I  can  have  recource  to  the 
wisdom  and  support  of  my  parliament  in  this  conjuncture,  when  the 
continuance  of  the  rebellion  in  North  America  demands  our  most 
serious  attention. 

The  powers  which  you  have  entrusted  me  with  for  the  suppression 
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of  tbiB  revolt,  bave  been  faitbfallj  ezertedy  and  I  baye  a  jnsl  oonfi- 
dence  tbat  the  condaot  and  courage  of  m j  officers  and  the  spirit  and 
intrepidity  of  m j  forces  both  bv  sea  and  land,  will  under  the  blessina 
of  divine  proYidenee,  be  attended  with  important  success ;  but  as  I 
am  persuaded  that  you  will  see  the  necessity  for  such  further  opei»> 
tions  as  the  contingencies  of  the  war  and  the  obstinacy  of  the  rebels 
may  render  expedient ;  I  am  for  that  purpose  pursuing  the  proper 
measures  for  keeping  my  land  forces  compleat  to  their  present  estab^ 
lishment;  and  if  [  should  have  occasion  to  encrease  them  by  contracting 
any  new  engagements  I  rely  on  your  zeal  and  publiek  spirit  to  enable 
me  to  make  them  good.  I  receive  repeated  assurances  from  foreign 
powers  of  their  pacific  dispositions — ^my  own  cannot  be  doubted ;  but 
at  this  time  when  the  armaments  in  the  ports  of  France  and  Spain 
•ontinue  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  make  a  considerable  augment 
tation  to  my  naval  force,  as  well  to  keep  my  kingdom  in  a  respectable 
state  of  security  as  to  provide  an  adequate  protection  for  the  extensive 
commerce  of  my  subjects ;  and  as  on  the  one  hand  I  am  determined 
that  the  peace  of  Europe  shall  not  be  disturbed  by  me,  so,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  will  always  be  aiaithlul  guardian  of  the  honour  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britian. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid  before 
yon.  The  various  services  which  I  have  mentioned  to  you  will  una- 
voidably require  large  supplies,  and  nothing  could*  relieve  my  mind 
from  the  concern  which  I  feel  for  the  heavy  charge  which  they  must 
bring  on  my  faithful  people,  but  the  perfect  conviction  that  they  are 
necessary  for  the  wel&re  and  the  essential  interests  of  my  kingdom. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  will  steadily  pursue  the  measures  in  which  we  are  engaged  for 
the  establishment  of  that  constitutional  subordination  wmch,  with 
blessing  of  God,  I  will  maintain  thro'  the  several  parts  of  my 
dominions,  but  I  shall  be  ever  watchful  for  an  opportunity  of  putting 
a  stop  to  the  effusion  of  the  blood  of  my  subjects,  and  the  calamities 
which  are  inseparable  from  a  state  of  war,  and  I  shall  hope  that  the 
deluded  and  unhappy  multitude  will  return  to  their  allegiance  and 
that  the  remembrance  of  what  they  once  enjoyed  and  the  regret  for 
what  they  now  suffer  under  the  arbitrary  tyranny  of  their  Teadeis, 
will  rekindle  in  their  hearts  a  spirit  of  loyalty  to  their  sovereign^  of 
attachment  to  their  mother  country  and  that  they^will  enable  me, 
with  the  concurrence  and  support  of  my  parliament,  to  accompli^ 
what  I  shall  consider  as  the  greatest  happiness  of  my  life,,  and  the 
greatest  glory  of  my  reign,  the  restoration  of  peace,  order  and  con- 
Idence  of  my  American  Colonies. 
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CouffciL  TO  JoHjr  Cox,  1777. 

Iq  Coonoil^  LuoMMT,  19  Nov,  1777. 

flJr, 

Inclosed  is  an  Extraot  of  a  Letter  from  M""  Savage,  which  haa 
pnazled  as  not  a  littlci  as  wo  had  entrusted  joa  with  the  purchase 
of  the  Land  for  the  Salt  Works  &  hear  nothing  from  jou  neither  is 
yoor  name  even  mentioned  by  him.  Be  good  enough  to  write  us  on 
this  Head  without  delay,  as  we  have  hesitated  to  send  forward  the 
Cash  to  M'  Savage.  All  the  Information  you  can  possibly  furnish 
upon  this  subject  will  be  highly  agreeable,  as  we  are  reallv  at  a  loss : 
and  we  will  procure  and  send  forward  the  money  to  yon  if  necessary. 
Dissjppointed  and  fatigued  with  M'  Savaj^e's  Belmi  we  have^t  length 
employed  the  Bearer  M'  Davidson  to  visit  the  Works  &  furnish  US| 
if  possible  with  a  distinct  account  of  matters  there.  We  hope  you 
will  advise  &  assist  bun  in  the  progress  of  his  Business. 

I  am;  &e. 

Directed^ 
To  John  Cox,  Esq^ 
$  M'  Davidson. 


lK6TETJcno»8  OF  OouNcHi  TO  Mr.  Davisok,  17T7. 

In  Council,  19  Nov',  1777. 

H'  Davfsen  will  proceed  to  the  Salt  Works,  taking  Batstow  in 
his  way  where  he  will  confer  with  Col.  Cox,  he  is  impowered  by 
Coanoil  to  inspect  them  as  often  as  he  finds  it  convenient  to  examine 
the  Books  and  give  such  direc^ons  as  he  and  M'  Savage,  who  is  part 
owner,  may  think  would  be  advantageous  as  fully  as  if  Council 
were  present.  If  he  finds  the  quantity  of  Salt  which  those  Works 
produce  not  to  be  sufficient  for  this  State  he  is  to  purchase,  if  in  his 
power  from  other  Salt  Works,  as  much  as  will  make  up  the  deficiency, 
which  he  is  to  see  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Waggons  from  each 
County  in  such  proportions  as  shall  be  a  return  delivered  to  him  by 
this  Council. 

M'  Davison  will,  as  soon  after  his  arrival  at  the  Works  as  he  can 
procure  the  proper  information,  let  Council  know  what  quantity  of 
salt  may  be  expected  from  the  Works  belonging  to  this  State,  how 
much  is  made  in  a  week,  and  when  the  Waggons  may  be  ordered 
down.  Mr.  Davison  will  take  with  him  a  sum  of  money  as  well  to 
furnish  Savage  with  a  part  as  to  purchase  Salt  for  the  State  at  other 
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Worin  otontuft  Btefa  YemiB  as  maj  arriye  with  that  Attrole.  If 
a  purchase  is  made  at  other  works  it  shonltTbe  done  with  all  msrt^ 
&  dispatoh  lest  forestallers  should  get  Notice  of  it,  and  by  interfering, 
injure  the  plan.  Pork  &  Beef  oould  be  taken  In  ^nd  salted  at  the 
Works  in  exchange  for  salt  for  the  use  of  the  Galleys;  bnt  the 
propriety  of  this  measure  must  be  considered  on  the  spot;  and  Mr. 
DxTison  will  not  omit  corresponding  with  Council  from  time  to  time. 

By  order  of  OonnoiL 

A  letter  shonld  be  written  to  Jos.  Borden,  Esq.,  to  put  np  for  the 
use  of  our  navy  200  Barrs  of  Pork  for  this  purpose,  Mr  Sayage 
sboold  aend  him  or  deliver  to  his  order  200  barrs  salt. 


President  Wharton  to  Tho's  Savadge. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  Nov'r  19th,  1777. 

Sir, 

We  wrote  you  by  Mr.  Greggs,  yesterday,  this  we  expect  will  be 
delivered  by  Mr.  Jas.  Davidson,  a  gentleman  in  whom  we  have  great 
confidence,  and  who  is  so  obliging  as  to  undertake  a  journey  to  the 
Salt  Works  and  will  remain  there  so  long  as  bis  presence  is  absolutely 
necessary ;  he  has  directions  from  Council  to  inspect  the  books  an4 
papers  relating  to  the  works  as  often  as  he  pleases,  and  to  act  in 
behalf  of  this  State  with  them  as  may  appear  to  him  best,  Council 
therefore  are  of  opinion  that  with  bis  advice  and  assistance  you  will  be 
enabled  to  carry  on  the  business  to  better  purpose  than  neretofore* 
We  had  reasons  to  believe  that  you  would  have  furnished  this  State 
long  since  with  considerable  quantities  of  Salt,  we  have  however  been 
most  egregiously  disappointed  and  are  almost  induced  them  to  give 
the  matter  up  and  pursue  some  other  method  to  furnish  the  State 
with  that  necessary  article.  Council  rec^  a  letter  from  Lieu*  Suttee 
informing  them  that  the  men  under  his  command  belonging  to  Colo« 
nel  Stewart's  Regiment  their  times  will  be  out  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  and  therefore  it  will  be  proper  that  others  be  sent  in  their 
place,  if  we  can  procure  the  people  you  write  for  there  will  be  no 
occasion  to  replace  those  of  Lieutenant  S  utters  Company,  this  th^ 
Council  will  endeavour  to  do  as  soon  as  possible  and  forward  them 
with  all  expedition.  Doctor  Cox  was  spoken  to  by  Council  to  make 
the  purchase  of  the  Land,  you  mention,  of  Mr.  Motte,  and  acquainted 
Council  ho. had  performed  that  business,  I  have  written  by  Mr. 
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Davicbcm  oi  tbo  sviQ9ci  to  DoetoiF  Oox  and  Bh^XL  Xonfiup4  il^  HiciB0]r 
to  him  aa  goon  as  I  iia?e  hia  aoawer. 
lam 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Juv.^  Pt 

Direciedf 

To  Mr.  Thomaa  Savage. 


Gbn.  Robbrdbau  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Nov'  19th,  1777.  ' 
Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  several  favors  of  the  15th,  16th  and  17th 
Instant  to  which  1  will  reply  at  length  if  time  and  the  extream  oold- 
neas  of  the  weather  will  permit,  but  I  no  sooner  express  my  desire 
than  I  find  myself  limited  to  a  few  minuteSb  The  regulation  of  the 
prioes  of  necessaries  fbr  the  army  and  the  Quota's  for  each  State, 
until  better  ascertained  I  expect  will  be  both  reported  this  day  by 
Committee's.  I  acknowledge  Shelly's  affidavit  come  to  hand  wliich 
I  doubt  not  will  satisfy  every  Inquirer.  As  soon  as  Goufideration 
is  returned  from  Lancaster  compared  and  signed,  it  will  be  instantly 
forwarded  to  the  respective  States,  with  a  Letter  already  prepared^ 
trarmly  urging  the  passage  of  it,  and  that  Delagates  be  returned  to 
Congress  to  confirm  a  Confideration  by  the  10th  March,  therefore  I 
hope  our  State  will  have  a  Legislative  Body  together  to  consider 
this  important  work,  if  not  assembled  in  any  State  it  is  the  earnest 
request  of  the  above  hinted  address  that  the  Executive  should 
immediately  call  them  together.  The  alarming  account  of  the 
Depredations  on  our  western  Frontier  was  without  delay  laid  befoi 
Congress,  and  a  report  brought  in  on  too  large  a-scale  for  the  occas- 
ion  as  your  letter  as  well  as  the  conjecture  of  some  Members  made 
highly  probable.  General  Hand  as  you  know,  was  sent  westward 
authorised  by  this  State  to  call  the  Militia  together  for  the  very 
purpose  now  solicited  by  the  back  Inhabitants,  but  they,  it  seems 
were  not  in  a  humour  to  turn  out,  for  this,  that  and  a  thousand 
Beasona  which  probably  could  not  be  obviated  without  violating  thQ 
Militia  Law  and  Discarding  many  Officers  the  Gen^  perhaps  not 
excepted.  An  inquiry  is  on  foot  respecting  the  principles  and  coii« 
duct  of  Col.  Morgan,  but  as  far  as  it  has  gone  we  find  the  Gen* 
involved  in  the  same  predicament,  and  that  it  is  no  other  than  thQ 
unreasonable  Clamour  of  some  discontented  Spirits,  however  I  am 
resolved  1x)  go  to  the  bottom  if  it  has  any. .  But  I  am  very  apprehen- 


KTe  Ibe  Datj  miU  ioiifeft  reigtB  yweiojBuiieiU  in  tW  W^^ten  m* 
well  UB  evorj  other  qiwrter  of  our  Liuid,  und  that  i^  deairo  to  earioh 
tbeasehes  hM  too  mnek  mflneBoei  nod  that  from  tbip  prio^p^  noMiy 
lean  miads  woi^d  stir  up  a  dost  among  the  Sawgee  e¥€|B  at  thia 
nnaeaaonable  time.  Your  application  I  helieve  will  mi  amoag  other 
meaaures  in  the  appointment  of  Gommiasioners  out  of  Gongreaa  to 
make  a  foil  inqnirj  into  their  disoontents  and  particularly  into  a 
hellish  design  of  Conspiracy  therefore  I  beg  the  SUite  would 
immedii^t^ly  fi^nitth  me  with  die  naipea  of  two  Gentlemen  capable 
of  such  a  negotiation  at  Pittsburgh,  that  I  may  be  ready  for  a  nomi- 
nation in  case  it  should  be  ne^sqssaryi  for  of  myself  I  cannot  fix  on  a 
ynitable  person.  I  hope  the  attenipt  of  imposition  in  the  prices  of 
the  provisions  westward  will  be  throughly  sifkd  i^nd  exposed,  for 
without  vigour  in  the  warmest  attacks  against  extortion  fraud  Aa^ 
with  W*  alas !  our  uahia]>py  land  aboondsi  the  horrid  vieea  threaten 
the  min  of  our  Country  and  the'vengeanse  of  Almighty  God  I  from 
Booh  enormities  good  I^ord  deliver  us.  Mr.  Galbn^th  is  refered  tQ 
the  board  of  War  and  will  ti^e  immediately  dispatohed,  but  I  cannot 
be  more  partiouUtfy  I  wish  your  intelligenoe  of  Lord  S  torment  may 
be  true  but  it  wants  confirmation.  I  think  with  submpsion  anj^ 
f^pplieation  to  Congress  respecting  the  expense  of  the  Stockades  hfl4 
better  oome  imrndSateiy  fiom  Council,  but  best  of  all  from  Gen. 
Hand  whieh  is  most  natural  especially  if  he  ordered  tbeniy  I 
inention  this  beeavse  it  was  urgied  upon  me  by  Mr.  Qalbraith,  and 
at  this  time  pcu-t]oular](y  it  would  be  unreasonable  as  weare  immersed 
in  bnaniesSj  aind  I  believe  do  at  least  twice  as  much  as  we  were  wont* 
The  loss  of  Fort  Mi^n  ia  n/o  deminution  of  the  honor  of  the  bravQ 
defenders^  but  this  news  is  not  ccmfirmed  yet  I  fe«r  is  too  true»  % 
am  vejoiced  at  your  mentioning  an  inquest  you  intended  on  the 
nnhappy  OHIc^  you  mention  the  wanjt  of  this  of  late  in  our  State 
among  other  things  h$d  much  distracted  my  mind,  a  thousaAd  thingip 
^aU  iat  the  particular  attention  of  Uie  Legi^latHre  when  assembly 
and  I  wish  I  had  tiv^e  to  enumerate  mai|y  thingjs  that  occur  but 
this  may  be  mbjeot  of  a  future  letter  for  I  i^m  Uahid  uiiix^  but 
that  I  am  most  respeotfallyji 
Or 

y*  most  ob*- 

humble  Sev* 

DAN'L  ROBERDEAU. 

P.  & — a  Gentleman  is  just  come  in  ufon  me  and  eontiadiets  the 
taking  of  Fort  Mifflin. 

I  have  not  even  time  to  read  this  ovor  therefore  pfay  do  not  in^ 
iroduoe  me  into  Company  in  such  a  Disshabille.. 

I  have  not  time  to  speak  of  Brown,"*"  he  is  referred  to  yon,  pray 
take  care  of  this  friend  to  American  IndependencOi  and  do  let  us  be 

«  See  Col.  Rec,  vol.  XI,  p.  845. 
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imposed  on  hy  sdeh  a  tnlseraUd  TolL  My  thftuks'to  Mr.  S^retar^' 
fbr  bis  attentioD  and  to  Od.  Bayard,  I  hure  not  a  tnometit  for  either 
of  them,  I  beg  to  urge  on  them  a  trillrog  basiness'  formerly  men- 
tioned conceroiog  taking  a  book.  My  respoets  to  the  Prestdent  on 
his  return;  and  to  Council. 


CouirciL  OP  War  oh  board  thh  Flvbt.  1777. 

In  Oounoll  of  War,  held  on  board  the  Chatham  Galley,  November 
14,  1777.  Sttmmpned  by  Commodore  Hazlewood  to  deliberate  on  a 
Letter  wrote  him  by  his  Excellency  General  Washington  dated  White 
Marsh,  IS  }Xo7, 1777. 

Afber  maturely  considering  the  contents  of  his  Exoelleneys  Letter, 
This  Oouneil  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  should  Fort  Mifflin  be 
evacuated  &  so  fall  into  the  En^mys  hands  it  will  be  altogether  Im- 
practicable for  our  Fleet,  or  any  of  them  to  keep  their  present  station^ 
or  to  prevent  in  such  case,  the  Enemys  raising  works  at  the  afore* 
mentioned  Fort  Mifflin  as  in  their  ^^present  situation  they  are  within 
reach  of  shott  &  shells  from  the  Enemys  Batterys  on  Province  Island. 
But  should  such  evacuation  on  our  side  &  possession  of  that  of  the 

« Enemy  take  place  this  Council  are  of  opinion  that  by  the  batteries 
^sed  and  to  be  raised  on  this  the  Jersey  shore  on  the  upper  side  o^ 
Mantua  Creeks,  and  above  that  opposite  to  the  Ghevauz  de  friae  the 
passage  of  the  Enemys  shipping  especially  those  of  any  oonsideraUe 
fbrce  will  be  altogether  obstructed,  as  without  raising  or  removing 
the  Chevaux  de  Frize  it  is  impossible  such  ships  can  have  a  passage. 
Much  indeed  all  depends  on  our  keeping  possesion  of  the  Jeiteeys, 
Ibr  should  the  Enemy  prevail  there  it  is  our  opinion  that  our  fleet 
vrill  be  altogether  annihilated  as  in  that  case  our  retreat  &  resources 
irill  be  entirely  cat  off  lihould  we  by  the  enemys  getting  posaessioa 
of  Fort  Mifflin  be  obliged  to  retire  farther' up  we  have  a  suro'  retreat 
into  Timber  Creak,  where  all  our  fleet  may  shelter  in  safety,  fronl 
whence  the  Galleys  might  in  a  very  shoit  time  salley  out,  &  wo  trvat 

.  defeat  any  light  vessels  of  the  enemy  for  which  the  pass  thro'  in  the 
Intervals  between  the  Chevaux  de  frize  might  be  practicable  but 
those  Yeseels  in  such  case  must  meet  with  maiW  obstructions  not  only 
of  Venturing  thro  almost  impracticable  passes  but  also  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  three  large  batteries  of  ours  on  this  the  Jersey  Shojie.  We  of 
the  Council  are  therefore  unanimously  of  opinion  that  our  forces 
keeping  possession  of  the  Jerseys  depends  altogether  the  preservation 
of  our  fleet,  &  conBe({uently  every  ezpeotation  to  be  formed  from  ita 
manuvres  in  future. 


Fort  Mercer  }  past  Nine  O'Clock,  November  18,  1777. 

lo  ooDsequence  of  his  ExceUenoy  Oen.  Washington's  orders  to  ns 
to  -inquire  in  oc^i^ioftipa  wUh  9e«.  Yaroait,  &  the  officers  of  Fort 
Meroer,  &  of  the  fleet,  Into  the  practicability  of  defending  the  Che^- 
Tanx  de  frize  &  preventing  the  Enemy  from  raising  them  and  its 
being  the  unanimously  opinion  of  the  officers  and  of  the  Commodore 
&  Cap*  Robeson  (the  eldest  continental  officer  in  the  Navy)  that  the 
fleet  can  be  of  no  service  when  batteries  are  erected  on  Mud  Island  xu 
the  defence  either  of  the  Biver  or  Fort.  We  recommend  it  to  tbe 
Commodore  with  the  first  favorable  wind  to  attempt  passing  up  the 
River  past  the  City  of  Philada.,  to  such  place  as  he  judge  proper 
endeavouring  in  his  way  to  destroy  the  belaware  Frigate  by  the 
Fife  ships. 

ARTE.  ST.  CLAIR,  Maj.  Gen. 
(Signed)  BARON  DE  KALB,  Maj.  Gen. 

H.  KNOX,  B.  G.  Artillery. 
To  Commodore  ) 

Hazlewood.   J 


In  Council  of  War  held  on  board  the  Sloop  Speedwell  off  Red  Bank 
19  Nov,  1777. 

Snmmon'd  to  deliberate  on  the  particularity  of  passing  the  City  of 
Philada.,  with  thef  Ships  or  Yessels  of  the  Continental  and  state  fleet 
on  the  River  Delaware  that  are  of  too  great  draught  of  water  to  pass 
lliro  the  Easlem  or  Jersey  ChanneH. 

It  is  the  Uaanimoas  opinion  of  this  Oonnoil,  thai  such  am  atteifapt 
»  praetioable  with  a  fresh  of  Wind  in  the  Morning  flood,  in  the  Mo»- 
log  of  the  20th  Inst  to  run  soeli  ships  &  Vessels  up  the  Western 
ChaoBell,  but  as  oiroumstances  are  such  that  iheiv  going  up  eauMt 
possibly  be  deferred  beyond  that  time,  as  our  army  have  evacuated 
Fort  Meroer  and  of  Consequence  the  Enemy  must  be  possessed  of 
that  Fortress,  and  in  course  of  thq  whole  Jersey  coast ;  it  is  therefore 
unanimously  determined  that  such  ships  or  Vessels  as  are  constrained 
to  go  up  the  Western  Channel,  be  prepared  with  combustible  mat- 
ter so  as  to  be  set  instantly  on  fire  and  consumed,  should  the  wind 
on  the  said  Morning  flood  not  be  such  as  to  render  their  passaffe  up 
practicable.  It  is  also  unanimously  determined  that  should  the 
Wind  &  weather  be  such  as  to  render  impracticable  the  getting  up 
in  the  Morning  flood,  the  Galleys,  or  other  smaller  Vessels  destined 
for  the  Eastern  Channell  the  same. preparations  be  made  for  burning 
auoh  Galleys  or  Vessels  as  mentioned  in  regard  of  the  rest  &  they 
accordingly  set  on  fire  in  prefference  of  their  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  Enemy. 
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OouNciii  TO  Jambs  Msasb,  1777. 

In  Coanoil;  Laiicartefr,  Novem'  20th,  1777. 
Sir, 

It  ifl  reoommended  by  kis  Ezeollency,  Genl.  Wasbin^toiii  as  well 
m  the  Pregident  of  Oongress  to  Cooncil,  That  the  Cloathing  collected 
in  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  Army  be  immediately  sent  to  Gamp. 
The  foregoing  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  Oommissioners  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  to  whom  you  will  please  to  give  directions  to 
forward  the  Cloathing  to  your  assistant  or  deputy  at  Camp,  who  will 
give  two  receipts  for  what  may  be  delivered  to  mm,  one  of  ^hich  is 
to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Waf . 

lam  fta^ 

J,  S.  H. 
Seo^,  Pro.  Tem. 
Directed, 
To  James  Mease,  Esq.,  Cloathier  Oeneral. 


Prbsidbkt  Wharton  !cd  Oolonbl  MoCallistbr,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  20  Not',  1777. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  the  12th  Instant  I  bare  received  k  laid  before  OouneQ. 
I  have  it  in  comttiaiid  to  infdrm  you  tiiat  we  are  highly  satisfied  with 
yMtr  Proceedings  ft  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  OouBcil  that  you  forbear 
oalting  ont  the  t#o  additional  Glasses  of  Militia  until  you  shaH  receive 
farther  orders  so  to  do* 
lam, 
Sir, 

T'  very  hble  Serv*, 

T.  W. 

I>irected, 
To  Col.  McCallister,  Lieu*  York  County. 
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John  O&akki,  Jr.,  to  PAul  ZAirrztNeiCB)  1777. 

SHMb  Mof*;  1777,  8  o'dook,  A.  H. 
Dear  Zantzinger, 

I  ree'd  joor  favor  some  time  past.  The  aeoo*  of  Fort  Mifflm  being 
evacuated,  jou  have  heard  ere  this,  they  oanonaded  it  with  5  large 
ships,  a  Floatiog  Battery  cat  down  and  several  Batteries  from  Pro- 
vince and  Carpenter's  Islands — ^it  lasted  12  hours  without  an  inter- 
mission. On  the  15th,  at  nisht,  the  Qarrison  left  it,  having  first  set 
fire  to  the  Barracks  &  moved  the  CSannon  and  Stores,  'twas  like  a 
riddle  before  they  left  it — ^no  Troops  ever  behaved  with  better 
firmness. 

The  Bnemy,  Lord  Comwallis,  confessed  day  before  yesterday,  lost 
a  great  n amber  of  Brave  fellows,  &  said  'twas  a  cursed  little  mud 
Island.  On  the  17th,  at  12.  P.  M.,  His  Lordship,  with  3000  British 
&  Hesdan  Troops,  crossed  the  Schuylkill  at  the  luiddle  Ferry  &  filed 
off  into  the  the  JDarby  Road,  unnoticed,  where  he  surprised  &  took  a 
Militia  Pieket,  in  number  about  30,  with  the  loss  of  1  CapUdn,  1 
Set^  Major,  ft  3  Privates  killed  &  several  wounded.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Chester,  &  embarked  on  the  18  th  on  board  Transports  A; 
from  thence  moved  up  to  Billingsport,  disembarked  yesterday  and 
woceeded  to  attack  Red  Bank,  they  were  skirmishing  vesterday  at  4 
P.  M.,  between  the  advanced  parties  at  Mantua  Creek  h  Woodberry, 
to  day  I  expect  the  matter  decided.  To  morrow  I  hope  Oenl. 
Washington  will  attack  Oenl.  S'  Wm.  Howe,  a  grand  scene  will  be 
opened.  Potatoes  sell  in  the  City  at  168.  %  Bushel,  Beef  7s.  6d. 
^  &,  &  a  chicken  at  lOs.,  this  I  rec'd  from  a  person  out  of  Philad* 
yesterday.  The  distrees  of  the  Inhabitants  exceeds  any  description 
I  can  give  yon,  pray  communicate  this  to  Col.  Donaldson.  The 
Troops  under  his  Lordship  went  to  Jersey  with  the  greatest  reluc- 
tance, sweiring  if  they  could  get  away  they'd  never  come  here  to 
fight  again. 

I  am  &c*, 

JNO.  CLARE,  JaB^ 
P.  S.    I  dined  at  Chester  yesterday,  caught  a  perflon  aapi^ying 
the  enemy  at  the  wharf  with  provision,  the  boat  pushed  off  and  about 
80  fi>  Butter  &  an  excellent  oheese  fell  into  my  hands. 
Directed, 

To  Paul  Zantzinger,  Esq'. 


C0T7NOIL  Tp  Col.  B&ADiraitp,  1777- 

'  .  Jn  €Qa»oW,  Lanoaater,  November  20**,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  to  jou  from  Head  Qaarters,  T  think  ander  date  tbe  15^^  Inst, 
this  morning  I  received  your  favor  of  the  16^^  Inst,  confirming  the 
disagreeable  account  of  the  evacaation  of  Fort  Mifflin,  this  I  look 
upon  as  highly  advantageous  to  the  Enemy,  it  has  however  been 

,  defended  by  the  Offlcers  &  Men  with  great  bravery  &  resolution,  the 

*  same  good  conduct  I  am  afraid  has  not  influenced  the  Officers  &  Men 
of  our  fleet,  complaints  has  been  made  that  several  of  the  Oallies 

.refused  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Commodore  to  engage  the  large 
East  India  Ship,  which  if  they  had,  much  good  might  have  result^ 

'  from  it,  I  wrote  to  the  Commodore  on  this  subject  and  requested 
him  to  order  an  immediate  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Officers, 
and  if  found  guilty  I  hoped  they  would  be  immediately  punished. 
J  flatter  myself  this  step  has  been  adopted  and  that  every  Coward  & 
Waiter  may  be  punished  &  discarded. 

The  destruction  of  the  Fire  Rafts,  occasioned  by  Tempestaous 
Wheether,  is  a  mortifying  Circumstance  to  me  as  I  expected  great 
matters  from  them.  I  hope  you  will  fall  upon  some  plan  to  refit  a 
part  of  them  so  ^ as  to  make  them  Servicable  the  remainder  of  the 

^Season,  and  if  this  is  practicable  I  beg  no  pains  may  be  spared  by 
the  Navy  Board  to  effect  it.  Indeed  I  am  certain  there  will  not,  but 
that  every  nerve  will  be  exerted  to  prevent  the  Enemy  Ships  passing 
the  Chevaux  De  Frize ;  the  season  is  far  advanced  and  X  hope  ere 
long  their  Ships  must  retire  or  be  forced  ashore  by  ice,  so  that  I 
flatter  myself  some  method  will  be  devised  to  frustrate  the  designs  of 
the  Enemy  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  Fort  Mifflin. 
Council  is  taking  measures  to  procure  Whiskey,  Shoes,  Stockings, 

*&o.,  for  the  Fleet  which  shall  be  sent  as  soon  as  procured,  and  a  sup- 
ply of  money  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  &  the  Commisary,  Mr  Crispin, 
very  shortly,  as  I  hope  the  Treasury  will  soon  .be  replenished.  Con- 
tinue your  advices  and  exertions  for  the  Publiok  good  which  will 
greatly  oblige 

Sir, 
your  very  Hum.  Servant. 

Directed. 
Coll.  Bradford  of  the  State  Navy  Board. 
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MnrrxMus  v<Mi  Jno.  Baowk,  1777. 

lACowMilofSafaly^ 

Lttamter,  November  81**,  1777. 
PeanBjIvania  88. 

[L.  8.]  To  the  Keeper  of  the  OommoB  God  of  LtMiBter  Oonnij. 

Whereas  John  Brown  appears  by  his  own  Voluntary  Gonfesdon* 
before  us^  to  have  aided  ana  assisted  the  Enemies  of  this  Common- 
wealth at  open  war  against  this  State,  and  to  have  formed  Combina* 
tioQs  with  them  for  betraying  the  United  States  into  their  hands. 
These  axe  therefore  to  require  and  Command  yon  to  receive  the  said 
John  Brown  into  the  Common  Go^l  of  Said  Connty  and  him  Safely 
Keep  there,  in  Close  and  Secure  Custody,  until  he  Shall  be  thence 
discharged  by  the  further  order  of  this  Council  or  the  Supreme^ 
Executive  Council  of  this  State  and  not  otherwise. 

And  for  your  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warraut. 
By  order  of  Council^ 

iEiX  WHABTON,  JuA.^  Fm«. 

A  tme  Copy. 


Bbw.  Gbh'l  Watnb  to  Prbs.  Whaeton,  1777. 

Camp  at  White  March,  22^  Novr.,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  some  hints  to  your  Excellency  which 
xnaterially  Concerns  the  Honor^  safety  and  Consequence  of  a  State 
which  was  held  in  high  Esteem,  but  Arom  the  supineness  of  some  and 
Pisaffection  of  Others,  is  fast  Dwiudling  in  that  Consequence  which 
I  wish  to  see  it  hold,  and  which  I  know  it  can  maintain  among  the 
other  States. 

Your  Mifitia  act  allowing  Substitutes,  and  to  whom  is  given  so 
Enormous  a  bounty,  will  of  itself  in  a  short  time  reduce  you  more 
than  all  the  other  accumulated  expenses  of  the  War,  and  unless 
Immediately  put  a  stop  to,  will  Inevitably  prevent  your  Continental 
Regiment  nrom  recruiting  a  single  man,  so  that  we  shall  take  the 
Field  the  next  Campaign  with  not  one  fifth  part  of  our  Quota,  whilst 
other  States  are  exerting  every  power  to  Complete,  and  will  effect 
the  filling  oi  their  Regiments. 

The  few  Troops  you  have  are  second  to  none  in  the  field,  they 
have  steped  the  first  for  Glory,  they  want  but  proper  attention  to  sup- 

*  Seo  it,  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  846-6. 
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port  the  BiDking  credit  of  this  state,  and  to  hold  that  Consequeneo  in 
the  Eyes  of  the  Weidd  which  at- one  day  we  hikd  a  ?ight  to  Claim. 

Let|mc  Intreat  year  Excellency  to  devise  some  effectual  measure  for 
fiIling*of  your  Bcgiments  as  speedily  as  Possible^  and  at«ll  events  to 
provi(}d  for  tb«  Clothing  of  your  owti  Troops  in  the  best  and  neatest 
raaoner,  for  however  trifling  the  article  of  a  neat  Uniform  may  appear 
in  the  Eyes  of  some  Gentlemen,  yet  I  am  Confident  that  it  was  the 
Chief  Eng^te&t  in  formii^  the  BntiBh  Army,  it  was  that,  which 
during  the  last  year's  Campaign  in  Canada,  that  raised  the  credit  of 
the  Penns"*  so  far  above  the  Troops  from  the  other  States,  and  it  is 
that  which  is  like  to  give  the  Eastren  Troops  the  lead  the  present 
Campaign. 

Sir,  it  raises  the  men  in  their  own  Idea,  it  causes  a  laudable  pride 
which  in  a  Soldier  is  a  substitute  for  almost  every  other  YirtuCy 
make  a  Soldier  ashamed  of  committing  a  mean  action  it  answers  every 
purpose  of  Virtue. 

For  my  own  part  I  would  sooner  Bisque  my  Life,  Beputation  and 
the  fate  of  America  at  the  Head  of  five  thousand  Troops  neatly  Uni- 
formed than  with  double  that  number  equally  armed  &  disciplined| 
covered  with  rags  and  Crawling  witl^  Vermin. 

As  Cletinlinees  is  ever  Conducive  to  Health  &  no  where  more  so 
than  in  an  Army,  by  providing  for  your  Troops  you  will  not  only 
endear  them  to  you  but  will  save  more  lives  than  all  the  Sons 
Esculapim  aided  by  the  whole  powers,  of  the  Materia  Medica. 

I  am  informed  that  Congress  have  Becommended  to  this  State  to 
provide  Blankets  &  other  Cloathing.  I  had  previously  ordered  Mr. 
Paul  Zantzinger,  of  Lancaster  to  use  every  exertion  to  procure  what 
Cloathing  he  possibly  could  for  our  poor  worthy  naked  fellows,  he 
Informs  me  by  the  Enclosed  Letter  that  he  has  met  with  considerable 
success  but  is  in  want  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Complete  it. 

Will  your  Excellency  be  kind  enough  to  order  him  to  be  furnished 
with  the  sum  he  Mentions  and  appoint  him  or  some  other  suitable 
person  to  procure  cloathing  for  the  Troops  of  this  State^  k  for  which 
you  can  discount  with  Congress. 

If  the  Cloathing  which  is  now  providing  get  into  the  hands  of  the 
Cloathier  General  our  proportion  will  be  very  small,  and  our  troops . 
deprived  of  these  articles  which  they  have  some  olaim  to  in  prefferenoe 
to  others,  as  they  are  provided  by  my  Order. 

I  wish  I  may  be  happy  enough  to  meet  you  in  sentiment^  as  I  am 
wdl  conviuccd  that  much  depends  on  your  State  making  a  respectable 
Appearance  in  the  field,  and  by  which  alone  it  can  support  its  Con* 
sequence. 

Interim  I  am'your  Excellencies 

Most  Ob*  &  very  Humb*  Serv*, 

ANTT  WAYNE.     ' 

Directed. — On  Publick  Service,  His  Excellency  Thomas  Whar- 
ton, Esqr.,  in  Lancaster.    Beo'd  Dec.  2. 

Favoured  ^  Gen|  St.  Clair. 


CoMMRS.  ON  Clothino  TO  Prbs.  WnARTOK,  1T77, 

Beading,  November  22, 1777.    "' 
Sir, 

Agireeable  to  yoor  orders  of  tbe  8  Curreot,  wee  the  Gommisaionerfri 
meet  in  order,  for  io  oousuh  on  proper  Steptt. 

Members  Present.  ' 

Henry  Crist,  Esqr.,  Chareman^  Daniel  Udree,  Sec*,  Henry  Hallcr, 
John  Lower,  Jacob  Setier^Keathan  Lewis,  Finding  that  the  buisnea 
Requested  of  ns  in  this  Connty  is  to  Extensave  to  goe  throw  for  tha 
Numbeif  of  Members  unless  we  are  impower'd  to  Nomenate.  proper 
Persons  in  eaeh  Township  to  Collect  the  Arteckels  Mentioned  in  your 
order.  We  therefore  oeg  leave  to  purpose  to  your  Honourable. 
Body  that  you'll  take  it  into  your  Consideration  and  order  us  suoh 
Assistance  aa  will  Effectually  inable  us  to  coe  throw  the  Buiuness 
requested  of  uS;  In  the  meantime  we  will  do  all  that  lays  in  our 
Power.  , 

We  are  Sir  with  Respeei 
Your  Obedt  finmb-  St^ 

HENRY  CHRIST, 
HENRY  HALLER^ 
DAN'L  UDREE, 
NATHAN  LEWIS, 
JOHN  LOWER, 
JACOB  BELIER. 
NB.  We  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  Name  of  the  Cloather  General.'*', 
JHreetedj 

His  Exellence  Thomas  Wharton^  Jn%  President  att  Lancaster. 


Col.  Wm,  Bradporp  to  Prbs.  Whartow,  177T. 

Burlington,  Novemr.  22d,  1777. 
My  last  to  your  Excellency  was  the  16*^,f  informing  of  the  Evacu- 
ation  of  Fort  Mifflin.  After  the  enemy  got  Possession  of  that  Post 
they  were  very  stilly  firing  but  two  or  three  shot.  Our  Fleet  dropt| 
Bomething  higher  up»  but  not  out  of  reach  of  their  shot.  Tuesday 
morning  a  large  Fleet  of  ships  came  up  to  Billingsport,  which  proved 
io  be  General  Clinton  with  a  number  of  Troops  from  New  Yorkj 
which  he  landed  at  Billingsport.    Various  were  the  aco'*  of  their 

*  See  page  88.  f  Page  11. 
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irambera,  from  three  to  six  thousand  men.  The  Commodore  and 
Cap^  Bobewn)  wth  the  Land  offioen.  oonsulted,  when  it  whb  tho't 
our  Fleet  could  not  poselbly  support  Jfted  Bank,  as  thev  must  lay 
witbttt  shot  of  anj  Batteries  the  Enemy  might  erect  on  the  wharves 
at  Fort  Mifflin.  The  officers  of  the  garrison  also  seemed  to  think 
they  mu0t  abandon  the  Fort  soon,  as  they  could  not  hold  out  a 
regular  seige.*  Wednesday  Evening  Generals  Kaoz,  St.  Glair  & 
Calm  came  from  Head  Qoarters,  and  their  opinieo  vm,  lliat  the 
Fleet  proceed  up  and  endeavour  to  pass  by  the  City  as  soon  as  poa- 
sibio.  Thursday  morning  before  Day,  the  Commodore  ordered  the 
IZ  Galleys  to  go  close  up  under  Coopers  Ferry,  it  being  quite  calm. 
They  accordinglv  proceeded  and  got  up  without  being  discovered. 
The  Continental  vessels  with  the  Province  ships  &  shallops  were 
ordered  to  take  the  first  good  wind  &  push  by,  but  no  wind  blowing, 
and  the  Fort  at  Red  Bank  being  left.  On  Friday  morning  the  Bng 
Convention,  Capt.  Rice,  the  schooner  Delaware,  Capt.  Eyres,  with 
all  the  shallops,  except  two  that  was  sent  into  Timber  Creek  to  un- 
load, with  some  Guard  Boats  that  was  left,  got  under  way  but  was 
soon  discovered,  and  a  very  hot  fire  of  shot  and  shells  ^m  the  Town 
&  Frigate  began  on  them.  The  schooner  was  drove  ashore  between 
the  Two  Ferries  &  set  on  Fire,  and  one  of  the  accommodation  shallops 
was  drove  ashore,  the  rest  all  got  by.  Ahet  the  above  vessels  sailed, 
there  being  no  wind,  the  Continental  Brig  Andora  Doria,  Xebechs,^ 
Repulse  ami  Champion,  sloops  Race  Horse  &  Fly,  with  the  Province 
ships  and  two  Floating  Batteries,  were  set  on  Fire  and  burnt,  which 
made  a  most  terrible  conflagration,  to  the  great  joy  of  our  cruel  & 
wicked  enemies,  and  much  to  th^  depression  of  my  spirits. 

I  am  now  here  alone,  Capt  Blewer  &  Cos  being  gone  Home,  but 
hope  will  be  here  again.  Mr.  Crispin  is  here,  but  has  no  money. 
I  have  6000  dollars,  as  much  as  possible  shall  spare  him.  We  shall 
be  very  Happy  in  receiving  your  Excellency's  advice  in  Regard  to 
the  Fleet.  The  men  are  badly  cloathed,  want  shoes  &  stocking^ 
and  fear  many  will  desert  to  the  Enemy. 

We  have  now  here  Thirteen  Galleys,  the  Brig  Convention,  and 
Four  Shallops. 

It  is  astonishing  to  think  of  the  Precipitate  retreat  from  Fort 
.  Mercer,  diey  Mamed  determined  not  to  see  the  Enemy.  How 
General  Vemam  will  account  for  this  Conduct,  others  must  judge. 
There  waa  al  the  Fort  and  at  Woodberry  at  least  1800  men. 
Thursday,,  General  Huntington  with  1200  men,  crossed  Dunk's 
Ferry/  going  down  to  their  assistance,  but  were  turned  back  yester- 
day by  General  Yernam,  and  are  all  now  at  Mount  Holly.  Yester- 
day General  Green  got  over  to  this  City  with  2000  men,  also  on 
their  way  to  Red  Bank,  so  that  had  the  fx>rt  made  a  small  shew  of 
Resistance  a  relief  would  have  come  and  a  jioble  Fleet  have  been 
f(aved. 

*  See  page  20. 
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The  noopt  are  jMt  sunrdlidd  fram  kert,  a^  balm*  «rt  all  g^iAg 
down  to  Bad  Bank, 
lain 

Yomt'Bmmilmefs 
,  Moat  B}^  Serv*,  ' 

WM.  BRADPOED. 

If  aoma  Wiakay  o<mld  be  aeat  down  U  wooU  be  of  great  aarriee. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Ezoellenoy  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq'*^  Pre^deni  of  the  State 
of  Penaylyania;  at  Lancaateri  on  Publio  aenrice. 


John  €ox  to  PRBSiDBirr  Wharton,  1777. 

Moont  HoHj,  Nov  2M,  1777. 
Bitf 

In  answer  to  jonr  favor  of  the  l&th  Inat.,*  which  I  thia  morning 
Heoeived  by  Mr.  Davidson,  I  am  to  kform  yon  that  a  Bay  or  two 
after  I  received  orders  from  Council  relative  to  the  pnrehase  of  Mr. 
Mott^s  Land  for  the  use  of  the  salt-works,  I  wae  called  upon  by  Mr. 
Savage,  who  shewed  me  a  number  of  proposals  which  he  had  joat 
Received  from  Mr.  Mott  touching  the  Premises,  &  which  I  under- 
stood were  in  consequenoe  ot  some  overtures  made  by  liim  to  Mott 
sometime  before,  &  that  he  had  determined,  provided  it  was  agreeable 
io  the  Council,  to  atrike  with  him  for  part  ^  the  Tract  for  which  I 
bad  been  in  treaty,  containing  a1[>out  fourteen  hundred  acres,  &  that 
he  thought  it  would  be  most  advisable  that  the  purohaae  ahonld  be 
left  intirely  to  him.  I  afterwards  saw  him  at  Cooper'a  Ferry  on 
hia  return  home,  k  understanding  from  him  that  It  waa  determined 
on  by  the  <}ouncll  to  make  the  purchase  above  mentioned,  &  that 
Mr.  Mott  had  given  him  an  order  on  hia  agent,  Mr.  Salter,  for  the 
Deeds  of  Conveyance  relative  to  the  Premiaea,  I  took  it  for  eranted 
that  my  interpoaing  any  further  in  the  matter  would  be  nmer  fli- 
joriona,  therefore  entirely  drc^d  the  aub|eot|  not  dotfbtuut  Aitit  aa 
Mr.  Savage  waa  well  acquainted  jwith  every  part  of  the  Premiaaii 
that  the  part  he  kad  a^praed  for  would  aauwer  all  hia  pnrpoaea.  Mr. 
£avage  having  aoade  tae  purchaae  I  ahould  thiak  it  would  be  mofH 
inroper  to  aend  the  money  to  faim  father  thaa  to  ae.  I  deobt  noft 
rat  that  Mr.  Davidson  will  on  his  return  be  able  to  give  you  fuU 
aatisfjAotion  touching-  the  Premiaea.    I  flatter  myaelf  that  it  ia  need- 

^Seapageia. 
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•kta  id  iofem  yOtt  tUnt  if  I.  otu.at  any  Time  be  aerrieeable  to  Ur. 
Savage,  as  your  agent^  it  will  give  particttlar  pleaaore  to 
Sir,  .      . 

Yoar'moal  OfaedieB* 

Hamble  Servant, 

JOHN  COX. 
Dtrectedf 

.     The  H(m>«  Tbomas  Wbaitoii;  Esq^,  Praident  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 
Fav' by  Col  Matlaiok. 


Extract  of  a  Lbtteb  from  General  WASHiNaTOK  to 

Congress. 

Srpvr28^1777. 
*^  It  baa  been  the  nnvaried  onstom  of  the  enemy  from  the  com- 
meoeement  of  the  present  oonts^t  to  try  every  artifice  and  device  to 
delude  the  people.  The  message  through  John  Brown  was  calcu- 
lated for  .this,  end.*  I  am  surprised  M'.  Willing  should  suffer  bim- 
'  self  to  be  imposed  on  by  such  flimsy  measures.f  He  knows  that 
'there  is  a  plain  obvious  way  for  Oen'  &  Lord  Howe  to  communicate 
any  proposals  they  wish  to  make  to  Congress  without  the  interyen- 
tion  of  a  second  &  third  hand.  But  this  would  not  suit  their  views. 
I  am  sorry  M'.  Brown  should  have  been  the  bearer  of  the  message, 
as  from  the  character  I  have  had  of  him,  he  is  a  worthy,  well  disposed 
man.  It  has  been  frequently  mentioned  that  he  had  interested 
himself  much  in  behalf  of  our  prisoners,  and  had  afforded  them 
«very  relief  &  comfort  his  circumstances  would  allow  him  to  give." 


'General  John  Armstrong  to  President  Wharton,  ITTt. 

Camp  at  White  Marsh,  23d  Nov.,  1777. 

Bear  Sir, 

This  morning  yonr  fiivenr  of  the  21st  is  eomo  to  hand.  1/  Oorn- 
walHs  16  gone  over  to  Bitlingsport,  with  a  design,  as  we  understood, 
•to  attack  Bed  bank.  General  Oreen  with  his  own  Division,  and  Hunt- 
ingdoBB  Brigade  is  two  days  ago  sent  to  oonnteraet  him,  &  sncoomr 
the  Garrison  if  itshou'd  remain  until  his  arrival,  and  Huntingdon  for 
the  tame  purpose  marched  one  day  sooner.    The  General  ordered 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Tol.  XI.  p.  846. 

t  See  Anonympus  Remacks,  p.  86,  also  p.  46. 


.Okver't  Brigftd^  #n>  bit  mulsh'  fitom  N.  Biter,  i^  kaei^  Ihe  Jdmr 
'»de  &  joitte  G^  Gfeeoi  whibb  logeiher  with  VeiHuni'tf  Troops  (CoL 
Smith's  iUgSoDlj  excepledi  who  are  ordered  to  Cmkp  Soneit^watni) 
&  w>me  Jeraoy  Militia  will  render  Grten's  Gomaiuid  regpeeti^ble  ft 
we  hope  superior  to  that  of  Oomwillia',  vnleas  he  is  joiu'd  bj  the 
whole  of  their  xeinfotoemeBt  from  New  York,  which  to  us  is  yet  a 
matter  of  oneertainty,  as  is  the  real  oBmber  taken  out  of  Phila^, 
lK>me  oalling  it  three  thousaodi  others  two,  and  acoording  to  some 
"but  fifteen  hundred — yoa  know  tbej  hate  also  three  or  four  hundred 
at  Sillbffsport. 

What  th^  moYetnents  into  the  Jerseys  may  produce  is  yet  unknowm 
as  Cooper's  Perry  in  the  Tiew  of  a  Post  may  at  oaco  be  an  objeet  to 
•us  &  to  Uie  Enemy.  From  the  last  of  Vemum's  letters  whkh  I  havb 
seen,  the  eirsouatMm  of  Bed  Bank  oou'd  not  be  fairly  infered,  ho  said 
that  open  a  nsolution  of  the  shipiog  to  deeliae  any  further  e£for( 
(the  veoBcl  whieh  lay  detached  close  by  Mud  Island  being  covered 
by  their  land  Batteries)  the  soldiery  had  left  Bed  bank  &  strewed  tb0 
area  or  floor  of  the  Fort  over  with  Gunpowder,  yet  in  the  seqeel  of 
his  letter  intimated  that  the  garrison  ^ou'd  reenter  as  Cornwallis 
Jbad  not  moved  and  he  wou'd  hold  it  until  the  General's  &rther 
orders  should  arrive— on  the  whole,  I  rather  think  it  is  evaeurted. 
What  General  Green  will  attempt,  whether  a  reentry  by  part  of  his 
Command,  an  attack  on  Cornwallis,  or  a  possession  of  Cooper's 
Ferry,  are  things  with  the  movements  of  the  Bncmy  on  that  side, 
wchj  have  waited  to  inform  you  of.  Oenl.  Ried  is  just  now  left 
me  for  hesd  QnarteQi,>wh«^  he  will  have  the  latest  intelligence,  has 
promised  to  write  and  supply  the  defects  of  my  letter^  your  Express 
>hall  carry  both. 

On  the  subject  of  e  visit  to  Philad*,  a  full  Cbuncil  has  leen  held, 
resolv'd  in  the  negative,  were  not  the  fortified  lines  in  the  way  the 
wishful  conjecture  I  see  on  the  face  of  yrs,  wou'd  have  been  very 
natural  add  to  this,  our  Northern  reinforcements,  now  here,  were  not 
then  arrived  &  require  a  little  rest  What  is  to  follow  must  be  the 
result  of  farther  deliberation,  which  may  heaven  direct  Our  Milida 
on  b3th  sides  the  Schuilkill  may  be  about  2,400.  Ope  hundred  of 
which  we  cannot  yet  arm  until  others  are  discharged.  I  have  sent 
off  more  arms,  wanting  repairsj  to  Allentown,  together  with  the  fitted 
Ammunition  for  the  two  Iron.  Canon,  Coll.  Eayrs  not  having  artillery 
men  to  work  them,  and  the  Guns  themselves  being  rather  unwieldly 
for  the  field,  I  have  sent  back  to  Coll.  Antisses  as  a  place  of  safety. 
By  the  return  of  the  ammunition  wagons  I  expect  a  parcel  of  repaired 
arms,  which  Coll.  Henry  is  to  send  off.  On  Saturday  last  the  Enemy 
sent  a  party  &  Burnt  Mr.  Dickison's  House  &  the  Light  UjBfh^ 
Quarters,  some  where  in  that  neighbouriiood.  On  oondiiloa  they 
^Ott*d  advance,  six  hundred  of  my  divmion  Marched  to  annoy  tbent 
on  the  wings^  but  their  party  retum'd  to  Town,  declaring  that  as  of 
yesterday,  3iey  woa'd  bum  Jermantown,  when  two  Divisions,  Contir 

ataly  moved  down  that  way,  bat  nothing  of  that  sort  has  yet  been 
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teiJhdr  «KelKipted.  Oftpt^  WhMoek  is  now  at  toy  Qturften^  isiaHh 
diaielj  frott  Neur  York,  when  he  hnded  about  eighfc  ifeekg  ago,  ariA 
BajB  aboil*  Iwo  cboagand  of  a  reinforoement  iben  landed  al  New 
York;  one  half  were  fienians  the  oih^r  Biituih)  sailed  with  Sir  James 
Oaldwell,  Ocunnodore.  That  Clinton  bad  betwixl;  8  &  9  (bowand 
«ien  a*  New  York  &  the  imrona  when  he  made  tfie -enterprise  nb 
N.  Biver.  That  fonr  thoasai|d  of  theee  are  sent  to  0^  Howe^  whioh 
be  thinkiB  must  be  in  onr  River  eeTeral  days  ago.  That  the  other 
half  Clinton  retains  at  King's  Bridge^  Long  t  Btatten  IsUnds. 

Last  week  one  of  Oenl.  Potters  guard,  oonsistiDg  of  about  S3  meB, 
W«re  surprised,  taken  or  wounded  at  the  Blew  Bell^  by  Comwallis' 
party  on  t^^  maroh  to  Chester  &  BilliDgsport. 

I'm  sorry  to  say  anything  of  our  sbiping  as  I  dont  perfootly  know 
Ikeir  situation,  but  every  lale  is  against  tbem  and  that  seTeral  ef 
4hem  on  their  way  up  the  River  were  aground  ft  Burnt,  particularly 
the  Sbarebaoks,  floating  Batterys  ft  the  Province  rfiip  I  •  This  must 
be  owing  to  settle  unaoeountable  conduct,  perbaps 'Gknl.  Bled's  letter 
may  be  more  explicit  on  this  disagreable  event.  'Tis  said  CdL 
Smith  wiU  not  aooept  bis  sword  (the  gift  of  Congress)  because  oae 
bath  been  ordered 'for  Haaelwood,  as  to  the  Fleet  he  impwtes  the  loss 
of  Fort  Island. 
I  am  Sir, 

TVlih  great  respect| 

Y'  Exoeli^ncys  most  humb^  Serv*, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Pwsident  Wharton  \ 
and  Council,      j 

Hec'd  Novem.  26th.  . 
Direokdf 

To  His  fixoellenoy,  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Stale 
of  Pennsyl*!  Lancaster.    On  the  poblick  Service. 
By  return  of  ) 
the  Express,  j 


David  Habkis  to  PfiBSiDEirc  Whabtoh,  1777. 

Sunbury,  24th  November,  1777. 
fiir, 

Ireeeived  your  letter  with  the  SheriflTs  OommissioA  H'  iaclosed| 
but  Mr.  Lodge  having  set  off  for  Laucaster  before  your  letter  eame 
to  Hand,  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  have  your  Directions  exeouted 
till  ab^six  days  since,  as  nothing  cou'd  be  done  wctbout  bispvescttesu 

I  have  tbe  pleasuve  to  inform  you  (that  I  think)  from  the  AppeSif- 
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•B«6  of  Matters  tbe  Odnrt  will  be  opened  to-morrow  to  yonr  lathfae* 
tiooy  M  the  People  who  have  t»keii  tbe  Oelb  evB  extremily  feed  of 
Hearing  the  Coarte  are  to  be  opened  &  will  Fm  sare  exert  them- 
selree  to  promote  it.  As  I  am  obliged  to  go  to  eamp  immediately, 
after  the  Dosiness  of  Court  is  over,  in  order  to  settle  with  my  Compa^Ji 
shall  omit  sending  the  Bond^  as  I  intend  taking  Lanoaster  in  my  way 
&  Delivering  it  myself. 

With  dae  Respect, 

Your  most  obd«  Serr*, 

DAVID  HAERIS. 

N.  B.    I  amyerymneb  Harried|  preparing  a  Place  for  the  Magis* 
intee. 
Directed, 

To  His  Exeelleney,  Thomas  WhartoB|  Jan';  Governor  &e.,  of 
Pennsylvania!  Lanoaster. 


Council  to  Collbctors  op  CLOTHiKa,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety^ 

Lancaster,  Noy.  24tb;  1777. 
Genf, 

Your  letter  of  22nd*  Inst  is  reo'd  by  Gonnoil.  They  haye  no  objec- 
tion to  yonr  nominating  such  persons  to  assist  yon  in  Collecting  tho 
Cloathing  &c.  in  Berks  Connty  as  yon  may  think  necessary. 

As  the  articles  when  collected  are  to  be  sent  to  Camp,  you  will 
therefore  Correspond  with  James  Mease,  Esq',  Clothier  Genl.  in  this 

Town  or Kemper,  his  deputy  at  Head  Quarters. 

Tours  &c., 

A.  S.  H.,  Sed^,  Pro.  Tem. 
Directedj 

To  Henry  Christ,  Henry  Haller,  Danl.  Udree,  Nathan  Lewifl/ 
John  Lower  &  Jacob  Seltzer,  Reading. 

♦  See  p.  27. 
2* 
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WXLUAM  B0OHANAH  TO  PBB8ID8irT  WAART(»fr,  1777. 

LanoBBter;  24th  Nov^m'i  1777. 
Oentl^meiii 

-  From  tbe  Accounts  wliicli  the  Purcbasing  Commlssarjs  have 
tranmitted  to  me  and  which  I  have  laid  before  CoDgress^  it  appears, 
that  the  price  fixed  for  wheat  by  the  Honorable,  the  O^bcil  of  Safety 
for  year  State,  altho'  sufficiently  liberal,  is  not  enoug v  so  to  satisfy 
many  avarioious  People.  That  they  eonsequeotly  refuse  to  sell  or 
thresh  for  sale  any  of  that  Article,  unless  their  exorbitant  demands 
are  complied  with.  If  this  selfish  conduct  is  continued  the  Army 
must  inevitably  want  Bread  very  soon*  Congress  have  therefore 
ordered  me  to  Camp,  there  to  apply  for  such  force  as  may  be  neoes- ' 
sary  to  seize  and  thresh  wheat  sufficient  for  the  Consumption  of 
the  Troops.  This  manner  of  obtaining  supplies  being  extreamly 
disagreeaole  I  trouble  you  Gentlemen  for  your  advice  and  Assistance 
in  advising  some  mode  that  may  prevent  the  necessity  of  using  force, 
lam, 

Qenf, 

T'  mo.  ob*  hble  Scrv*, 

WM.  BUCHANAN/  C.  G.  of  P. 

Directedj 

To  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President,  and  the 
Executive  Council  of  tho  province  Pennsylvania. 


Colonel  John  Piper  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Lancaster,  Nov'  24, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  would  beg  leave  to  Enfoim  that  in  Consequence  of  a  Commission 
from  the  Supream  Executive  Council  of  this  State  apointing  me 
Lieu^  of  Bedford  County,  for  the  Purpose  of  Mustering  and  Classing 
the  Militia  of  b^  County,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  and  diffi- 
culty that  atended  the  Buisness  we  Have  been  able  to  goe  so  farr 
into  it  that  we  have  form'd  the  s*  Militia  into  Battallions  and  like- 
vrise  into  Companys  and  Classed,  agreeable  to  an  Act  of  Assembly, 
Pass'd  for  that  Purpose.  But  from  our  distance  and  other  Disadvan- 
tages Have  not  been  able  to  obtain  Comissions,  therefore  Prays 
that  Comissions  may  be  granted,  and  as  our  Militia  Have  Been 
and  are  still  a  Calling  upon  not  only  to  Guard  our  own  frontiers,  but 
likwise  to  Escort  Provisions  and  other  Carriages  to  Fort  Pit,  and  a. 
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Dumber  of  our  Militia  Have  Been  oalPd  upon  to  joyne  Oennrall 
Handy  and  as  no  Pi^ision  baa  ever  Been  made  fof  the  Pkjm^  or 
Eqnipm*  of  tbese  men,  who  notwithatandiog  these  diffionltja,  Have 
Steped  forth  in  Defence  of  their  Country  and  are  still  Ready  to  apear 
in  its  Deffence.  I  wonld  therefore  Pray  in  Behalf  of  a*  County  that 
Provision  for  the  Pay  and  Equipjn'  of  these  Men,  who  are  calld  into 
actual  service,  may  Be  Procured.  These  Considerations  I  would  beg 
Leave  to  submit,  in  hopes  your  Ezcellancy  will  Grant  such  suplys  as 
onr  neoessitys  require. 
I  have  Sir, 

The  Honour  to  be  y 

£zeellenc/s  most  obed't 
And  very  Hble  Serv*, 

JOHN  PIPER.. 
Directed, . 

To  His  Ezcellancy,  Presidant  of  the  Sapream  Szeentive  Conneii 
of  Pennsylvania. 


Board  op  War  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777.  - 

(Circular.) 

War  Office,  Nov.  25, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  request  you  forthwith  to  transmit  to  the  Board 
of  War  the  several  Acts  of  Assembly  or  Ordinances  of  your  State 
for  the  regulation  of  your  Militia,  and  that  yon  will  send  from  time 
to  time  any  new  Regulations  on  this  subject  I  am  to  entreat  your 
immediate  compliance  with  this  request,  and  also  that  you  will  there- 
with send  a  List  of  the  Officers  appointed  by  your  State  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  with  their  respective  Ranks  and  Dates  of  Commission 
agreeable  to  a  former  Letter  from  the  Board.  As  a  new  Department 
is  eetablkhed  by  Congress  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Army  it  is  hoped 
Tou  will  rend^  them  every  aa^atanoe  in  their  businese,  and  partiea- 
larly  in  the  Articles  herein  requested.  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  greatest  Respect, 

Tour  very  obedient  Servant/ 

BICHARD  PETERS,  See'y.   ^ 

Directedy 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Es<}.,  President  &o.|  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster.    On  Public  Service. 

War  Office;  Biduurd  Peters^  Sec'y. 
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OOLONHL  JOHU  PiPiR  TO  PRWSIDTOTT  WhAHTON,  1777. 

haneuter,  SStb  Not^,  1777. 
Sir, 

In  Performing  ihe  duty  required  of  Me  as  L*  of  the  Goaaiy  of 
Bedford  has  Been  atended  with  Considerable  Truble  and  Ezpeno^ 
'Which  I  have  not  been  Enabl'd  to  Discharge  Bj  the  sam  of  money 
sent  to  me.  fiy  Oonnoil  I  therefore  request  and  Hope  the  Council 
will  Pleas  to  crant  Me  Sutch  a  Suply  of  Cash  as  to  them  may  apear 
iuffioient  to  Enable  me  to  Pay  the  Sub  Lieuts.  for  their  Servioes 
with  the  other  unayoidable  Espeooes  which  have  Ensu'd,  and  as  the 
Militia  of  our  Gonn^  are  in  a  graat  Measure  Destitute  of  Arms  and 
Amnnition  I  Pray  the  Council  to  give  sutch  orders  as  they  may 
think  Proper  so  that  we  may  be  furnished  with  these  veiy  necessary 
articles.  I  will  therefore  submit  to  Council  in  Hopes  they  wiU 
please  to  Comply  with  the  Request 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

With  the  Greatest  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obed't  &  very  Hbb  8erv«, 

JOHN  PIPER. 
Directed, 
To  His  Ezcellancy,  Presidant  in  Council. 


AkONTUOUS.-^B8MA£K8  ON  JOHH   BrOWN'S  SxAMIHATIOK^ 

1777. 

The  base  artifices  of  tyrants  are  not  less  dangerous  than  tbeif 
arms.  Of  this  truth  the  present  eontesi  is  one  amongst  a  thousand 
Samples.  The  British  loaders  have  proved  themselves  aUke  Uoody 
&  deceitful. 

The  Faith  of  publick  Proclamations  &  rren  the  Words  of  mered 
Honour  of  their  chiefs  in  person  most  sdemnly  plighted  to  Individuals 
for  the  protection  of  their  property  have  been  violated.  The  miser- 
able wretches  starving  in  the  Jails  of  New  York  t  Philadelphia  were 
tempted  to  enlist  with  the  Enemy  by  assurances  that  General  Wash- 
ington had  refused  to  exchange  them,  when  in  truth,  G«nl.  How  had 
broken  the  Cartel  which  he  had  settled,  &  had  eluded  eveiy  offer  he 
had  afterwards  made  as  fast  they  were  complied  with  on  our  part. 

But  above  all  the  repeated  attempts  of  our  Enemies  to  seduce  thd 
people  of  this  Country  from  their  virtuous  oflbrCs  by  the  false  ideee 
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wt  peiM  fc  tUeonoiiiAtioii^  wkloh  ibey  never  veftnt^  an  Uglily  hMf- 
io«8*4  delnatvek 

The  last  year  Oeneral  SalliTaOy  tken  a  Oaptive,  wma  nnt  by  Lotd 
&  Oeneral  Howe  from  Long  Islaod  to  Philadelphia  with  very  piMal- 
ble  terms ;  but  wheo  •  Committee  of  ConeresB  waited  on  the  British 
Commissioners  they  receded  from  every  tiling  they  had  told  him. 
The  opportunity  however  was  very  diligently  improved  for  the  doable 
purpose  of  blasting  our  negotiations  in  Europe  by  assurances  to 
lereign  Courts  that  the  Quarrel  iras  settled  k  of  striving  to  debauoh 
the  minds  of  the  Americans  with  the  pretence  that  Congress  was 
avefse  to  peace.  Thus  at  the  very  instant  that  their  Emissaries  wet« 
buzzing  about  in  this  Country  that  Congress  refused  to  listen  to  the 
most  reasonable  Terms  of  accommodation,  Lord  Stormont  was  very 
tndostrlously  pledging  his  Honour  to  the  Court  of  Ffauoe  that  thie 
IVeaty  was  far  advanced,  if  not  ioally  ratified.  No  sooner  wa»t1ie 
World  undeceived  on4his  Head,  than  Uie  attempt  wae  veaewed  tbr/ 
tiie  means  of  the  uufertunate  General  Lee ;  but  still  the  Oommissioii^ 
era  now  declined  to  pledge  themseves  for  any  thinr ;  Nothing  appeaia 
from  them,  Nothing  in  writing  is  sent  iDrwan^  but  tbe  Commie- 
aienem  were  left  at  fiberty  to  retract  &  deny  everr  thing  ae  eoon  m 
tlMy  had  answered  the  ends  of  misleading  tbe  people  here,  A  amusiag 
foreign  nations.  And  now  lo !  Mr.  John  Brown  is  employed  toteu 
a  ridienlous  tab  of  peaee  ft  at  the  saoie  time  a  Imrffe  -Number  of 
Emissaries  are  let  loose  to  propagate  the  Story  thro'  tie  state  |  stiU| 
Nothing  appears  in  writing,  a  mere  verbal  Talk  from  Mr.  Willing} 
that  he  (Mr.  Willing,)  had  had  a  Talk  with  General  Howe.  Were 
we  a  Tribe  of  Savages  this  Talk  would  at  least  be  accompanied  with 
a  Belt  of  Wampum ;  but  to  us  not  even  the  slightest  token  was 
vouchsafed.  The  sole  Word  of  John  Brown  is  again  to  gull  us  into 
a  shaote  treaty,  which  is  again  to  be  spread  throughout  Europe  to 
defeat  our  most  promising  hopes  from  that  Quarter;  and  again  to 
deoeive  &  mislead  our  own  people  while  his  ExoeHenoy  is  again 
ready  to  unsay  all  that  he  is  pretended  to  have  told  Mr.  Willing  to 
tell  John  Brown  &  to  laugh  at  the  Mischief  he  has  made.  Friends 
ft  Countrymen  1  be  not  deceived,  if  General  Howe  has  any  thing  to 
Mopose  to  Gopgress  the  Way  is  open  to  him  thro'  the  usual  channels. 
He  can  send  a  Flagg  of  truce,  he  can  write ;  he  is  under  no  neces- 
sity of  sending  out  an  obscure  body  like  a  Thief  or  a  spy,  to  steal 
thro'  our  Camp  without  passports,  witbout  Licence.  He  can  send  a 
Fla^  to  desire  General  Washington  to  prevent  the  cutting  of  boultintf 
Cloths.  Does  the  settling*  a  treaty  of  peace  require  less  ceremony  f 
No,  but  a  Message  in  Writing  by  a  Flagg  of  Truce  is  not  00  easily 
evaded.  Genenu  Howe  might  be  loth  to  deny  his  hand  writing,  tho' 
it  seems  be  has  not  hesitated  to  deny  his  Words.  France  ft  Spain 
are  Hkeiy  now  to  take  a  decisive  part  in  our  Quarrel ;  a  few  months 
perseverance  will  establish  our  Liberty  ft  Independanoe  for  ever.  If 
we  are  not  fake  to  ouraelves,  if  we  are  not  driven  to  ft  fro  ft  deoeived 
by  every  idle  artifice  of  our  perfidious  Enemies,  trusting  in  provid«aee 
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we  may  Io6k  forwurd  mih  CooMenoe  to  ibe  Hape  of  being  ipeodily 
&  forever  delivered  from  the  perfidj  &  tyranny  of  Bntain,  fkom  tbk 
bloody  &  vindiotive  Malioe  of  our  oroel  Snemies** 

Bemarks  on  John  Brown's  Examination,  1777,  Not^  25tli. 


Thomas  Jonbs,  D.  C.  G.,  to  John  Mageb,  As.  Co*t,  1777. 

Camp,  November  25th,  1777. 
pear  Sir, 

The  preaent  is  to  advise  yon  of  the  approaobing  ealamity  whicb  I 
'  expect  bare  every  mooient.  Not  a  single  barrel  of  flour,  I  declare 
upon  my  boaoor,  have  I  to  deliver  out  to  the  troops  this  raamiDg. 
I  believe  yoa  are  beat  to  make  application  immediately  to  the  hoo«r 
onrable  president  of  this  State.  Make  known  to  him  the  deplorable 
aitoation  oar  army  is  in,  and  make  no  doubt  but  he  will  fall  on  meane 
or  other  to  order  out  two  or  three  hundred  Teams,  if  they  were  only 
to  bring  one  turn  here  and  then  be  dismissed,  here  our  army  is  ang* 
Afloted  by  4,000  from  the  Eastward.  I  need  not  point  out  to  yon 
the  distiess  I  labour  under,  for  Ood's  sake  exert  yourself  in  thin 
affiur  or  all's  over.. 

I  am,  in  haste, 

Your  assured  Friend, 

THOMAS  JONES, 
S.  C.  0  of  issues, 
P.Ven. 

To  John  Magee,  Esq**,  As*  Co"  of  issues,  Lanoaster.f 


Council  to  State  Navy  Board,  17T7. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  26tb  Novem',  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

In  oon^uence  of  a  Letter  from  one  of  your  Board  that  the  Fleet 
of  this  State  stood  in  need  of  Rum  &  Cloathing,  Council  has  procure^ 
four  Hhds.  of  Whiskey,  180  pr.  Shoes  &  180  pair  of  Stockingp, 
which  will  be  sent  in  two  Waggons,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Adam 
Kinune. 

»  8ee  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XT,  p.  845,  also  Archives,  p  W,  86,  45,  this  voluiae. 
t  Seo  page  41. 
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I  «m  flornr  to  inform'  yon  that  eTerj  kind  of  Oloaihiog  ur  very 
pcaroe,  wfaich  ib  the  TeaaoQ  Ooancil  htm  not  been  able  to  send  j^m 
nofo  by  tiieee  Waggons.    I  will  howoTsr  eoUoofe  other  kinda  of 
Cloatliing  and  forward  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am;  Gent ;      . 

Tour  Tcry  Hum.  Serr*. 

P.  S.    Since  writing  tbe  above,  I  reo'd  yours  of  24 tb,  with  the 
disagreeable  accotof  the  evacuating  of  Red  Bank  and  destruction 
of  part  of  our  Fleet,  least  they  should  fall  into  the  enemies  Hands, 
whether  this  conduct  is  praise  worthy  time  will  discover. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Members  of  the  Penn^  State  Navy  Board. 


Thomas  Smteh  and  GnosaB  Woods  to  Pbssidbnt 
Whabton,  1777. 

Nov.  27, 1777.  • 
Gentlemen  : 

The  present  situation  of  this  County  is  so  truly  deplorable  that 
we  shottld  be  inexoasaUe  if  we  delayed  a  moment  in  aeqnaiatiog 
yon  with  it,  an  Indian  War  is  now  raging  around  ns  in  its  utmosl 
fury.  Befoio  you  went  down  they  had  killed  one  man  at  Stouy 
Creek,  since  that  time  they  have  kUled  five. on  the  Mountain,  over 
Bgainsl^  the  heads  of  Dunning's  Creek,  killed  or  taken  three  at  the 
t£^ee  springs,  wounded  one^nd  kiird  some  Children  by  Frankstowui 
nnd  had  tSoy  not  providentially  been  discovered  in  the  Night,  &  a 
pvty  went  out  and  fired  on  them,  they  would,  in  all  probability^ 
have  destroyed  a  great  part  of  that  settlement  in  a  few  hours.  A 
*  small  party  went  out  into  Morrison's  Cove  soouting,  and  unfortn^* 
nately  divided,  the  Indians  discovered  one  division  and  out  of  eight 
killed  seven  &  wounded  the  other.  In  short,  a  day  hardly  passes 
without  onr  hiMuing  of  some  new  murder,  and  if  the  People  continue 
only  a  week  longer  to  fly  as  they  have  doi^e  for  a  week  Past,  Cam** 
berland  County  will  be  a  frontier.  From  Morrison's,  Croyl's  & 
Friend's  Coves,  Dunning's  Creek  &  one  half  of  the  Glades  they  are 
fled  or  forted,  and  for  all  the  defence  that  can  be  made  her^  th^ 
Indians  may  do  almost  what  they  please.  We  keep  out  ranging 
parties,  in  which  we  go  out  by  turns ;  but  all  that  we  can  do  that 
way  is  but  weak  and  ineffectual  for  our  defence,  because  one  b|ilf  of 
the  People  are  fled,  those  that  remain  are  too  busily  employed  in 
patting  their  families  and  the  little  of  thei^  effects  that  they  can  save 
and  t^e  into  some  placti  of  safety,  so  that  the  whole  burden  falls 
upon  a  few  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants.  For  those  who  are  at  a  dis- 
tance from  danger  have  not  as  yet  offered  us  any  assistance,  we  are 
far  from  blaming  the  officers  of  the  Militia  because  they,  have  not 
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ordered  them  out,  for  if  ihej  htd  Aej  mllj  ota  1m  of  Iitfk  or  no 
•erviee,  not  only  for  the  forgoing  reasone,  bat  alao  for  these,  not  od« 
Man  in  ten  of  them  is  arm^  if  they  were  urmed  your  are  sensible 
and  take  the  conntrj  throogb  there  is  not  one  foorth  Han  that  1801 
to  go  against  Indians,  and  it  might  often  happen  that  in  a  whole 
GI9BS  there  might  not  be  a  single  Person  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
Indians  ways  or  the  woods,  and  if  there  should  be  a  few  good  Men, 
and  the  rest  unfit  for  that  service,  those  who  are  fit  to  take  the 
Indians  in  their  own  way  could  not  act  with  the  same  resolution  and 
Spirit  as  if  they  were  sure  of  beiog  properly  supported  by  men  like 
themselyes.  The  Consequence  would  be  that  the  Indians,  after 
gaining  an  adyantage  over  them,  would  become  much  more  daring 
and  fearless,  and  driye  all  before  theai.  A  small  number  of  select 
Men  would  be  of  more  real  servioe  to  guard  the  frontiers  than  six 
times  that  number  of  People  unused  to  arms  or  the  woods.  It  is  not 
for  us  to  dictate  what  steps  ought  to  be  taken,  but  some  steps  ought 
to  be  taken  withont  the  loss  of  an  hour.  The  safety  of  your  eotamy, 
of  your  families,  of  your  Property,  will,  we  are  oonvinoed,  urge  you 
to  do  every  thing  in  your  Power  to  put  the  Frontiers  in  some  state 
bf  defence.  Suppose  there  were  orders  given  to  raise  about  100 
Bangers,  under  the  Command  of  spirited  officers,  who  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  woods  and  the  Indians  and  oould  take  them  in 
their  own  way.  They  eonld  be  raised  instantly,  uid  we  are  informed 
there  are  a  great  nvmber  of  Rifies  lying  in  Oitrlisle,  useless,  altho' 
all  the  back  Coontrr  is  suffering  for  the  want  of  arme.  It  was  a' 
fatal  step  that  wts  taken  last  winter  in  leaving  so  many  guns  when 
the  Militia  came  from  Camp,  about  this  place  especially,  and  all  the 
country  near  it,  they  are  remarkably  distressed  for  the  want  of  Guna, 
for  when  the  Men  were  raised  for  the  army  you  know  we  procured 
every  Gun  that  we  could  for  their  use,  the  country  reflect  hard  on 
us  now  for  our  asmduity  on  those  occasions,  as  it  now  deprives  theua 
of  the- means  of  defence.  But  this  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which 
we  bear  reflections  whieh  are  not  deserved.  The  safety  of  our  country 
then  kmdly  called  on  us  to  send  all  the  arms  to  the  Gamp  that  could 
be  procured,  and  it  now  as  loudly  calls  on  us  to  entreat  that  we  may 
be  allowed  some  as  soon  as  possible.  As  also  some  ammunition,  aa 
that  which  was  intrusted  to  our  care  is  now  almost  dalivered  out  to 
the  officers  who  ara  fortifying,  and  what  remains  of  it  is  not  fit  fov 
rifles.  We  need  not  repeat  our  entreaties  that  whatever  is  done  may 
.  be  doM^  as  soon  as  possible,  as  a  day's  delay  may  be  the  destmotion 
ef  hundreds. 

We  are  in  hastCi  Gentlemen, 
yonr  most  obedient^  humble  servants, 

GEORGE  WOODS, 
THOMAS  SMITH. 

Bedford,  Nov  27th,  1777. 

N.  B.    The  Bearer  will  forward  any  desf  atehes  that  may  be  made 
in  consequence  of  this. 

Directed.^^To  Honb'*  President  in  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


BoBBBT  G&Aia  10  CouHciL  OF  Safstt,  1777. 

LanoaBter;  November  y  27th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

As  it  will  gire  me  flttiarfiietioQ  to  be  'Me  to  eerre  the  pabliok  ti> 
tbe  almoBt  of  m j  powet  in  the  trust  yon  haye  reposed  in  me,  I  there- 
fbre  beg  leave  to  offer  the  fcdlowing  nartionlarsto  jonr  consideration, 
as  I  have  found  in  my  tower  through  this  place,  &  I  make  no  doubt 
but  also  in  the  Country  there  is  numbers  of  the  poor,  who  would 
Cheerfully  engage  in  making  etockings  at  the  price  Stipulatedy  but 
is  not  able  to  procure  wool,  as  there  is  almost  none  brought  to  market 
of  late,  therefore  whether  it  might  not  be  a  Benefit  to  the  service  to 
take  up  wool  where  it  can  be  spar'd,  &  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Poor  &  what  price  would  be  proper  to  allow,  &  whether  it  might  not 
ibrward  the  service  where  Linen  is  collected  in  the  Country,  to  have 
as  much  of  it  as^posable  made  into  shirts,  &  what  pnoe  would  be 
proper  to  allow,  &  whether  B  might  not  be  an  Inducement  to  persons 
to  spare  Nesesaries,  &  save  trouble ;  if  there  was  some  cash  in  hand 
to  diseharge  small  paroels,  ft  as  I  am  now  to  enter  on  Business  in 
tbe  Ooviatry,  I  submit  the  above  to  yoor  consideration,  Jk  shall  call  oti 
0ome  of  tbe  Ckntiemen  who  Lodges  at  Mr.  Lightner's  this^Evenisg, 
belonging  to  Oouncil  to  bcMr  your  farther  orderS| 
&  sm  with 

Beq>eot  your 

Humble  Serv* 

SOfiEET  CBAia; 
Dircctedj 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety. 


Council  of  Satbty  to  Congebss,  1777. 

In  Council;  Lancaster,  28  Nov^,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  {ndosed  Letter  was  laid  before  Council  this  Homing  by  Mr. 
Mage,*  the  Commissary  here. 

We  have  done,  k  are  now  doing  all  in  our  power,  by  press  wairant 
ft  other  assistance,  to  procure  Waggons  upon  every  oall.  But  we 
cannot  forbear  expressing  our  astonishment  that  the  Army  should  .be 
in  danger  of  starving  for  want  of  Flour,  when  the  very  neighbourhood 
of  the  camp  is  at  this  moment  full  of  Wheat,  ft  such  ample  Powers 

*  See  page  88. 
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vested  ip  the  Servants  of  CoDgress  to  procure  it    Powers  irhicb  wo 
have  been  verj^  far  from  attempting  to  aisoourage  them  from  exerting. 

I  have  the 

Honour  to  be,  &c , 
P.  S.  Besides  sending  out  for  a  large  number  of  Waggdne  aooord- 
ing  to  the  Commissary's  request.  Council  have  since  come  ta  the 
Besolution  of  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  inclose  you  a  oopj,  in 
order  that  Congress  maj  see'  what  we  are  doing  for  the  aupplj  of  tlio 
Army* 
.Direcfedf 
'    To  fienrj  Lanrens,  Bsq.,  President  of  Oongrefis. 


BoAiiD  OP  War  to  Psbsidbkt  WflAaTON,  1777* 

.  War  Office,  29  Novem%  1777. 
Sir,  > 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  War,  I  have  the  honour  of  enelosiog 
to  your  Ezcellenoy,  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Director  General  of 
^tfae  12  InsF  relative  to  the  great  want  of  Cloathing  in  the  several 
Hospitals.  I  am  |o  inform  yon,  Sir,  that  the  Board  have  nndonbted 
information  that  part  of  several  Townships  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
place  are  notoriously  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  America  and  UQder 
the  particular  influence  of  ^    and  of  Mr.  Rankin  who  is  nowr 

with  the  Enemy;  if  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Council  should  think 
proper  to  vest  the  Board  with  a  power  of  collecting  Blankets  and 
other  Cloathing  amongst  these  Persons,  conformable  to  ouch  Re- 
strictions as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  they  will  exert  themselves 
in  executing  this  business  iti  such  a  manner  as  shall  appear  to  them 
most  prudent  &  expeditious.  The  Board,  Sir,  are  far  from  being 
soHcitious  for  the  exercise  of-  this  power  from  any  other  prinoiples 
than  that  of  public  utility,  and  a  tender  commisseration  for  the  wants 
&  miseries  of  the  wounded  Soldiery,  with  all  possible  Respect  & 
regard, 
lam 
your  Excellencys 

most  oV&  most 

humble  Servant^ 
•       (By  Order  of  the  Board)  JOSEPH  NOUBSE,  D.  S. 

P.  8.  The  Board  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether  arms  of  every  kind 
sbou'd  not  be  taken  from  disaffected  characters. 

*  Directed, — On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
'Executive  CouncU  of  Pennsilvania  Lancaster. 

y  Express. 


Gen.  ApMffOMO  to  PBBSinnT  WHAMojr,  177T.     ' 

Camp,  White  Mmli,29th  Nov,  1777. 
Sir,  :      . 

At  ilia  ttme  wJbn  L*  Cornwallis  wm  in  the  Jersey,  Q}  Washington 
-was  much  disposed  to  attack  the  Enemy's  Redoubts  and,  attempt  a 
-passage  into  the  city.  The  thing  was  deliberated  in  eoancil  and 
additional  methods  taken  to  reoenoltre  ft  examine  the  lineft— for  Mb 
purpose  the  Gen.,  went  into  Chester  Goonty,  &  from  the  heights  of 
ScnilkiU  had  a  fair  yiew  of  their  left,  w;hich  was  found  fib  strong  & 
well  finished,  as  was  the  abbettee  in  the  intermediate  space  that  even 
ike  moat  sanguine  for  the  attaek  gave  it  np  as  inelligible.  At  any 
rate  we  oou'd  not  have  made  the  effort  until  the  28tfa,  and  on  Uke  27lk 
at  fonr  in  the  afbmoon,  Comwaliis  Grossed  over  to  Town  with  his 
Troops,  so  that  that  measure  appears  to  be  at  an  end.  General 
Green,  &  our  Troops  on  the  Jeney  eide  are  recalled,  &  oross'd  yester- 
day, as  every  intelligence  agrees  that  Gen.  Howe  now  no  doubt  w^ 
his  whole  foroe  is  immediately  to  take  the  field  in  quest  of  this  army 
a  movement  thiSy  so  saddenly  expected  th«k  j/»8t8(rday  by  the  advice 
of  the  Gen.,  1  ordered  Gen.  Potter  with  the  better  part  of  his  Brigade 
to  Join  us,  as  of  this  day  which  proveing  wet,  I  wish  he  may  not 
march  until  to  morrow. 

General  Washington  must  now  without  loss  of  time  take  some  new 
•PiMitioii  fehmive  to  the  winter,  the  Sa&ty  &  support  of  his  anpy,  and 
anch  ae  may  appear  the  best  oaloukted  to  tooeive,  debate  w^  or  oih 
.eaeional^.  annoy  the  Baemy.  As  an  individual  I  am.  at  present  in  ' 
favour  of  the  other  side  ^uilkill,  &  sincerely  wish  the  Army  were 
now  there.  By  a  Gelub*  lately  from  New  York  we  are  informed  that 
•a  reiafbroem^t  of  four  thousand  was  lately  seat  £rom  that  place  to 
Q^  Howe,  and  ihat  Clinton  had  an  equal  number  including  (keeti- 
eeate  with  himselfL  Tb^t  about  nine  weeks  ago  he  reo'd  two  thoosand 
iirpQi  Britain,  one  half  Hessians  who  eou'd  not  sooner  get  ready  to 
emWk.  I  have  juat  reo'd  the  Attorney  Generals  letter,  k  shall 
make  an  early  enquiry  for  the  person  he  points  out.  I  hope  this 
Assembly  has  put  an  end  to  the  present  mode  of  substitution  if  s^, 
Sub-Lieutenants  will  then  be  unnecessary — a  farther  agrievance  is 
with  great  justice  eomplained  of,  that  many  persons  above  the  age 
of  fifty-three  possess  considerable,  some  of  them  large  property,  yet 
have  been  under  no  obligation,  &  contributed  nothing — some  few 
Females  also  are  wealthy,  shou'd  not  property  defend  itself  in  flpi^e 
form  or  other  I  On  the  other  hand  some  men  will  be  found  so  very 
poor  thro'  one  incident  or  another,  altho'  they  may  be  sitting  on  a 
piece  of  land,  that  they  are  unable  to  support  their  familys — with 
respect  to  these,  it  matters  little  of  what  age,  but  humanity  &  pity 
calls  for  their  exemption,  especially  the  antient,  such  shoidd  have 
some  appeal|  or  prudent  persons  to  aquit  them.    Forgive  these  po- 
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litical  bints,  if  alroad v  attended  to,  (w*^  I  Bhoold  rather  Iia?d  directed 
to  Col.  Bjrard)  bnt  ix  not^  plaue  to  logB^t  them  eady. 
I  am  your 

fixeellenoyB  Most 

Ob«  hnmbl  Seiv« 

JD&N  ARMSTBONQ. 

P.  S.  In  Q^  last  I  was  .mistaken  of  the  nambers  of  o«r  Militia  A 
am  Corrected  bj  the  present  retarn; 

Directed^ 

On  Pnblick  Service. 

To  His  Sxcellenoj  lam.  Wharton,  Esq.,  FlreeMeiit  of  the  Stale 
<i  Penna.  Lancaster. 


GovNCTO  M  C<H>OHBi.  Lisfi&fty  1777. 

liancaster,  No?em.  29^  1777. 
£{r, 

iBiepeatod  Oomptaints  hisv%  been  aMde  to  Oemcjl  tfiat  many 

Binons,  iaimioal  to  onr  Oaose,  UmA  thro  yew  Ooasty  A  Ones  tbd 
elaware^  whioh  iias  very  Justly  given  great  umbrage  to  the  wM. 
aliected. 

I  tberefive  leqvest  yon  to  giva  ovders  to  the  Chiards  stationed  aft 
^e  Ferries,  to  be  very  alert  in  apiirehendiiig  all  anoh,  and  sending 
ihem  that  may  be  Jnstly  saspeet»d,  to  the  nearest  Maffistrafn,  to  be 
examined  ft  dealt  with  aeoontong  to  hMr.  I  am  also- weuassnred  that 
sottM  persons  in  the  Quarter  Masters  D^artmeat  hav«  tajien  the 
liberty  to  give  Passes,  and  have  ever  granted  them  te  persons  who 
have  not  taken  the  oath  of  allegtanoew  To  tbem  yon  axe  to  pay  nib 
kindef  regard* 

lamrir, 

.  your  very  W**  s*, 

T.  W.,  P. 

To  Colonel  Abtaham  Lebar,  Northampton  County. 


BoBB&T  MoRBia  TO  Fbssidbni  Whaeton,  1777. 

Hanheim,  Nw'x  90%  1777. 
Sir, 

Being  dMrovfl  of  vencleriBg  the  publio  eTnry  iemoe  in  mj 
power,  I  bave  •oniinued  my  attendance  on  Congress,  &  the  Com- 
mitteea  of  Congress,  at  Yorkj^  nntill  yesterday  (notwithstanding  mj 
leave  of  absenoe),  &  on  Friday  I  was  appointed  on  a  Committee 
with  ofders  fa  repair  immediately  to  denend  Washington  on  bnsi« 
ness  of  Importcniie.  I  am  thus  far  in  my  way,  &  shall  depart  in 
the  morning  for  Camp,  where  I  shall  be  glad  to  execute  any  ot  your 
.commaadsk  This  ezpeditioA  pats  it  out  of  my  power  to  wait  on  the 
Council  ^aa  I  intended,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  John  l^-own's*  dia* 
charge  from  dose  Confinement,  for  as  I  firmly  beHere  him  innocent 
in  hu  Jaientums,  I  cannot  feel  myself  easy  whilst  he  is  confined  ia 
Ooal.  I  heg  leave,  theriefore,  sgain  to  solicit  yonr  Excellency  &  the 
Honorable  Council,  to  suffer  bim  to  depart  firom  Goal  on  parole,  4 
I  here  pledge  myself  for  his  laitbfull  observance  of  any  engage^ 
menta  be  enters  into,  or  of  such  injunctions  as  the  Coundl  maj 
thiok  proper  to  l^y  him  under. 

Ab  a  Prisoner^  he  b  intitled  to  great  lenity,  because  he  has  beea 
bonntjfoU  &  attentive  to  the  sufferings  of  ocr  prisonersi  whilst  he 
was  in  Philad* ;  tiiis  I  had  from  himself  &  others,  ft  enclosed,  I 
beg  leave  to  hand  you  Qen}  Washington's  unsolicited  testimony 
thereof^  in  an  abstract  of  his  letter  to  Congress,  dated  23*  Ins^  I 
call  it  unsoiicited,  because  I  declare  to  you  Sir,  that  I  never  wrote 
a  line  to  Gen^  Waahingfeon  or  any  other  person  on  this  subject,  nor 
do  I  know  of  any  other  person  that  did,  but  I  judgQ  the  information 
has  been  given  the  Gen'  by  some  of  the  Prisoners  that  shared  the 
benefits  arisbg  from  a  subseripUon  which  Mr.  Brown  &  some  few 
others  proeived  and  distributed  in  the  New  Ckml. 

Uj  eonneeUons  in  business  with  Mr.  Brown  are  well  known ;  he 
was  manj  years  a  faithfoll  servant  in  my  employ,  ft  is  justly  enti- 
tled to  my  Friendship.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  stand  excused  by  your 
Excellency  ft  the  CoancH  for  thus  troubling  you  with  my  applicatione 
on  his  behalf,  ft  if  you  will  suffer  Mr.  Brown  to  come  out  on  hie 
parole  ft  assign  thia  place  (with  the  liberty  of  one  or  two  miles  for  ex« 
erdse)  for  his  abode  untill  your  further  pleasure ;  it  is  a  retired  part 
of  the  country,  he  can  live  at  little  expence,  ft  I  am  certain  hie 
eondnot  ft  conversation  will  be  sucb  aa  cannot^  pfoduce  any  evil  con- 
aequeneea  to  the  public ;  you  will  oblige  me  by  laying  this  ft  Gei^ 
Wadiiagton's  letter  before  the  Councu,  ft  they,  by  a  oomplyanos 
with  my  request;  will  lay  a  lasting  obligation  on  their  ft  your 
ExceUttug's 

obed*  h*"*  scrv*. 

EOB'T  MORBIS. 

*  See  page  80,  86. 
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Jacob  Morgan  to  Council,  1777, 

Reading,  Dec*"  j*  Ist,  1777. 
Gentlemeiij 

Ai  s  oi<0ttfigof  Ibe  ConminiQDen  Appointed  by  yonr  Hooerabir 
boddy.  To  ooti«)t  aroB,  Blaokete,  &o.y  from  tbe  Inbabitanto  ia  ibe 
Gomnty  of  Berba,  It  waa  Deam'd  Neeeaoaiy  In  order  to  forward  tbr 
bttaiBQaa  leqnir'd  of  said.  Goflamiaaary 'a. 

let  Tba%  die  Gommisaoiiera.hafe  a  power  To  appdnt  aend  ordar 
psoper  men  in  tbe  DifaiMit  Townabipa  who  will  go  horn  booae  t0> 
hoaae,  io.Exeeote  said  Law,  and. bring  in  tbe  Artiite  bj  tbam  ool^- 
lected  for  said  pupoaea. 

'  2*17.  Tbat  tiiere  be  an  allowanoe  fw  tbe  aerrioea  dona  by  tbe- 
peiaon  Implo/d  in  tbe  above  bnainesa. 

3*lj.  That  there  be  an  order  from  bia  Ezeeliency  tbe  praaidentt 
Goninianding  all  offieeira  Sivil  &  Militarry  to  Aaaiatin  tbe  Jflsacatiaa 
of  the  above  boaineaa  when  Coald  npon  by  tbe  person  appointed. 

4^y.  Aa  to  abeea  there  are  none  to  be  Goad,  and  tbe  Membera  by 
yon  apointed  are  snre,  tbat  a  Great  number  of  aboea  might  boon  be 
proqnredy  if  a  proper  Peraon  waa  apointed  to  imploy  ahoevakeia  A 
Sapley  them  with  Continental  Leather^  tbere  is  even  now  a  nnmbei 
of  priaonen  of  war  Shoemakeia  who  if  proper  at^xi  taken,  wonid* 
work  Lower  than  otbera,  and  would  turn  out  muob  work, 

Tbe  Field  offieera  &  Gap<*  of  Berks  County  Militia  whoaa  torn  it 
IB  not  to  aerve  in  tbe  elaaaea  now  turning  out,  oomplain  that  they  are* 
at  great  expense  and  loaa  of  time  in  bringing  down  their  man  to 
Beading  at  the  different  timea  tbat  tbe  claaMa  turn  out  and  that  tbeir- 
la  no  wagea  allowed  them. 


COKMODOBB  HaZBLWOOD  10  P&BBIDBliT  WhARTOK,  1777.  ' 

I  Kee'd  your  Exoellcnciea  letter  on  the  17®  wbcrein  you  inform 
nae  of  tbe  eontents  of  a  letter  Qen^  Washington  rec'd  from  the  Com-' 
standing  officer  of  Red  Bank,  Informing  of  the  Evacuation  of  Fort 
Miffling  and  of  the  Constant  &  heavy  firing  of  the  Enemy,  particu- ' 
larly  firom  a  floating  Battery  which  lay  very  near  tbe  Fort  which 
made  tbat  Step  Necessary,  &  have  no  doubt,  disagreeable  enough  to*' 
yoar  Bxcelency  &  to  every  well  wisher  to  our  cause  in  general.     Btit  ] 
when  your  Bxcelencyismade  acquaioted  with  the  proceeding  &  action^ 
of  that  day,  ft  Sir,  the  Plan  of  action  by  our  fleet  &  a  view  of  tbe[ 
vrbole  you  will  I  am  Confident  give  Praise  &  Honour,  to  them  &  not 
degrade  our  Oentlomen,  whom  have  with  tbe  Greatest  Spirit  k^ 
Kbv^  defended  tbo  Pass  of  our  River  for  Two  Months  altbo^  not" 
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half  manned,  &  thoae  few  men  under  them  naked  for  want  of  Cloathes 
of  eyery  kind^  ft  Blanketti  Thn^  we  have  widi  apirilr  whenever  the 
British  Fleet  adTanced  heat  them  hack,  &  Droye  them  in  every  ac- 
tion) ft  they-  rec'd  mnch  I>amage,  ft  Cou'd  the  army  maintain  the 
Heights  we  eoiild  hold  the  Pass  by  Battery  on  shore,  ft  the  fleet  for 
ever.  Your  Ezoelency  may  think  that  our  force  was  greater  than  it 
Nftly  wt%  our  Force  on  the  Biver  fas  12  Oalleysy  ft  two  floating 
BaltcrieS)  ft  a  few  armed  boats,  its  true  that  we  borrowed  the  men 
tft  Beinfoffce  us  going  to  action  out  of  the  other  vesseis,  ft  Gaplii« 
Robinson  in  particular  has  been  alwi^  nady  to  give  eyBTv  assisteDee 
witik  hb  |»eopIe,  ft  the  rest  of  the  Oonlinmital  officers,  ilie^rest  of  the 
fleet  CWd.  not  come  down  beknr  the  (Xevauz  De  Freze^  ft  the  mosi 
of  our  aotioBB  has  bssn  below  them,  I  am  sorry  there  should  be  any 
Blame  t>n  our  Fleet,  they  have  played  their  part  wfltl  our  Bnemys 
has  said  it,  ft  am  aorry  those  we  ara  fighting  for  cannot  speak  well  of 
us,  ft  as  to  the  Gentleman  that  Oommaoded  on  that  day  to  the  w*^ 
wnrd,  not  obeying  orders,  I  did  accuse  him  for  not  doisg  moreuntill 
I  was  made  acquainted  with  the  Damage  that  part  of  the  Fleet  had 
Beo'd  ft  saw  the  Floating  Battery  whom  I  order'd  over  to-  assist  tha 
GalHea  in  the  Destroying  the  Enemy  ship  ft  sloop  Floating  Battery, 
ft'they  Bac'd  so  much  Damage  before  she  could  get  over  to  their 
assiataibce^  ft  had  her  Cables  ft  Warpi  cut  to  pieces  as  ihst  as  they 
Run  them  out,  ft  unlnckily  for  ua,  the  Wind  blew  ft^sh  Weeterly 
that  Day  that  we  could  not  get  the  Fleet  as  soon  to  aetioii,  as  we 
wished  to  do,  for  we  was  obliged  to  warp  them  to  action  The  Ckilleya, 
ft  Floating  Battery,  I  was  carrying  all  to  act  on  their  Floatiug  mt- 
tery,  ft  was  playing  on  her  when  an  officer  with  a  note  from  the 
Oommttiding  officer  csaae  from  the  Fort,  ft  wcud  be  glad  the  Com- 
modore woud  Fire  on  the  ships  below,  as  they  Oauld'  the  Fort  most. 
I  Immediately  Drew  all  the  Fleet  from  her  for  some  time  when  I 
saw  their  Ship  Floating  Battery  warping  up  higher,  I  then  sent  the 
Galleys  ft  Battery  to  attack  her  for  by  the  note  from  the  Fort  I 
thought  they  would  manage  her  ft  that  they  would  wish  us  to  drive 
dowh  the  ships  which  we  did,  ft  had  no  assistance  hut  from  a  Two 
Gun  Battery  which  we  would  have  manned  ourselves  but  the  Artilery 
officers  would  not  stifer  us  to  do  it,  the  action  was  Hott  ft  Heavy 
that  day.  Six  Battery's  playing  on  us  from  the  shore  to  Westward 
besides  two  nine  inch  mortars,  &  two  Floating  Battevys,  ft  Seveft 
Ships,  ft  two  of  these  Galleys  that  with  their  shot  from  their  Batterya 
ft.  ships,  the  River  was  cover'd  with  shot  on  all  adea  of  ua  and  cro&p 
Fire  in  such  a  manner  I  was  surprised  the  Fleet  never  gave  way^ 
which  they  never  did  untill  their  ships  was  drove  down,  we  had  oa 
that  Day  38  men  kill'd  ft  wounded,  ft  all  the  Galleys  Except  om 
much  shattered  with  shot,  two  of  which  we  have  now  on  shore  Rea* 
paring  here,  but  I  mfike  no  doubt  there  is  many  whom  are  not  Judges . 
blame  us  for  not  destroying  their  Ship  Baiiery,  do  they  know  that 
no  part  of  our  fleet  can  get  in  there  if  its  not  half  or  two  thirdsi  flood 
or  suppose  they  oould^  can  any  man  think  that  twelye  opett  bcetoi 
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ooold  go  into  such  a  Pass  nnder  the  Fire  of  Six  Batterjs,  &  ftfaeir  two 
Floating  Batterys,  &  then  not  more  than  four  hundred  yards  from 
them,  &  destroy  a  Ship  of  Twenty  Four^  24  pounders  besides  a  Sloop 
with  three  heavy  cannon  in  her  a  work  no  part  of  the  British  fleet 
would  attempt  doing,  or  if  they  had,  never  could  E£fect'd,  such  an 
attempt,  for  my  own  part  I  have  run  every  risque  to  do  whatever  our 
little  Fleet  was  capable  of  doing.  I  have  defended  the  pass  so  long 
aa  the  army  thought  proper  to  stay  on  the  sides  of  the  Kiver,  what 
more  we  could  do  I  know  not,  unless  it  was  to  stay  until!  the  enemys 
army  had  got  above  us,  &  those  in  the  City  had  posted  themselves  on 
Windmill  Island,  &  at  Coopers  Ferry  &  all  to  fall  Prisoners  with 
the  Fleet  in  their  hands,  but  I  think  we  have  done  much  better,  but 
if  its  thought  there  has  been  any  neglect  let  us  have  a  hearing  &  you 
will  find  I  think  that  the  Fleet  has  kept  the  pass,  &  not  anything 
from  the  shore.  When  Gen^  S*  Clear,  Kelb  k  Knox  came  down, 
myself  &  the  oldest  continental  officer  was  sent  for  in  Council  &  we 
then  gave  our  opinion  that  we  could  hold  the  Pass  of  the  River  as 
well  as-  before  with  the  Battery  we  were  erecting,  if  they  could  be 
supported  with  the  troops,  &  that  we  thought  the  loss  of  Fort  Miffl*ng 
was  nothing,  that  we  could  Effectually  hold  the  Pass  of  the  Bivcr  aa 
well  without  it  as  with  it.  The  Qener'l  thought  the  Enemy  would 
be  on  our  backs  before  a  sufficient  Reainforcoment  could  come.  How 
then  can  any  blame  be  laid  on  the  Fleet,  I  have  enclosed  your  Ex- 
oeleney  some  few  papers,  I  now  shall  endeavour  to  give  your  Excelency 
some  account  of  our  Retreat ;  on  the  18th  of  November,  we  had  a 
Council  with  the  General  &  officers  of  the  Garrison,  &  on  the  same 
evening  they  gave  me  their  Determination  in  writing  a  Copy  of  which 
jou  have  Inclosed  with  some  other  Papers,  we  heard  nothing  more 
of  it  untill  next  morning  when  one  of  our  officers  came  on  board  & 
Told  me  our  people  were  leaving  the  Fort,  we  on  that  day  brought 
the  Galleys  up  into  Lads  Cove  where  we  held  Council  which  you 
will  see  the  purport  of,  we  lay  two  nights  for  a  Wind  to  Pass  the 
fleet,  but  having  none  it  was  agreed  by  the  whole  Gentlemen  that 
the  Galleys  ought  to  pass  that  night,  accordingly  I  got  them  under 
way  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morniug,  &  about  half  past  .four  they  past 
the  City  without  having  one  Shott  fired  at  them,  they  had  with  them 
nine  armed  boats  whom  all  got  safe  up  about  10  o'clock  same.day. 
Captain  Robinson  &  myself  went  on  shore  in  order  to  see  Gen^  Vemom 
to  know  what  support  we  could  get  from  the  Troops,  but  we  found 
they  had  reached  Hattonfield  where  we  could  expect  nothing  from 
them,  I  took  a  horse  &  went  up  to  get  Waggons  to  bring  up  our 
Stores  &  to  dispatch  the  Galleys  down  to  assist  in  getting  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Fleet  past  the  City  but  it  being  late  when  I  got  up, 
&  the  Tide  not  answering  until  morning  &  before  day  I  heard  a  firing 
at  Town,  &  soon  after  saw  one  of  our  boats  whom  told  me  that  what 
part  of  the  Fleet  they  thought  could  be  got  bye  was  passed,  &  that 
the  Rest  was  Sett  on  Fire  agreeable  to  a  Council  held  in  the  evening 
bj  all  the  Gentlemen  of  both  Continential  &  State.  Captain  Robinson 
Vol.  VI.-3 
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half  manned,  &  thoae  few  men  under  them  naked  for  want  of  C 

of  every  kind^  &  Blanketa,  Tfan^  we  have  with  apirilr  when 

British  Fleet  advanced  beat  them  back,  &  Drove  them  in  c 

tioU)  ft  thejrec'd  much  Damage,  &  Cou'd  the  armj  maiu 

Heights  we  could  hold  the  Pass  by  Battery  on  shore,  &  tli 

ever.     Your  Eioelency  may  thiok  that  our  force  was  gr 

realy  was,  our  Force  on  tbc  Hiver  i^aa  12  Galleys,  & 

Batteries  J  &  a  few  armed  boats,  its  true  that  we  bo^^ow^ 

to  Bein force  us  going  to  action  out  of  the  other  veBsel?," 

Robinson  in  particular  baa  been  always  ready  to  give  even 

with  hia  people,  &  the  rest  of  the  Con  ti acuta!  officer.s,  t^ 

fleet  Cou'd  not  come  down  below  the  Chovaux  De  Frt* 

of  our  actions  baa  been  below  them,  I  ana  aorry  there; 

Blame  t)!i  our  Fleet,  they  have  pUjed  their  part  wcl! 

has  said  it,  &  am  sorry  those  wc  are  fighting  for  canui 

ua,  &  as  fea  the  Gentleman  that  Commanded  on  that 

ward,  not  obcjing  orders,  I  did  accuse  him  for  not  di  i 

I  was  made  acquainted  with  tho  Damage  that  part  rt 

liec'd  &  saw  the  Floating  Battery  whom  I  order'd  o\ 

Gallics  in  the  Destroying  the  En^myship  &  sloop  F 

&  they  Kec^d  so  much  Damage   before  she  could  g 

assistance,  &  Lad  her  Cables  &  Warp»  cut  to  piece 

Run  them  out^  &  unJackily  for  us,  the  Wind   blov 

that  Day  that  we  could  not  get  the  Fleet  as  soon 

wished  to  doj  for  we  was  obliged  to  warp  them  to  aci 

&  Floating  Battery,  I  was  carrying  all  to  act  on  tli i 

tery,  &  was  playing  on   her  when  an  officer  with 

Commanding  officer  came  from  the  Fort,  A:  wood 

modore  woud  Fire  on  the  ships  below,  as  they  Oau 

I  Iin mediately  Drew  all   the  Fleet  from  her  for  t 

eaw  their  £?hip  Floating  Battery  warping  up  higi 

Galleys  &  Battery  to  attack  her  for  hy  the  uo' 

thougiit  thf>y  would  manage  her  k  that  they  Wd 

dowb  tho  ships  which  wc  did,  &  had  no  assist! 

Gun  Battery  which  we  would  have  mana'd  ours* 

officers  would  nut  sliffcr  us  to  do  it,  ibe  actiot 

that  day.     Six  Battery'aj^^O;^  mt  m  from  tl 

besides  two  tiine  inch^jj^v  '  Float 

Ships^  &  two  of  _, 

^fillips,  ihG  River 

Fire  iu   such  a 

which 
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r,  1  Dec'',  1777. 

,  we  have  just  now 

y  perhaps  be  worthy 

.1  we  can  do,  whether 

lent  of  your  Militia 

a  duct.     In  spite  of  all 

to  &  from  Philadelphia 

y  you  were  not  wanting 

but  as  it  18  possible  that 

ion,  we  take  the  Liberty 

Guard.     Doctor  Way  of 

.0  have  passed  &  repassed 

o  your  notice. 


Your  very 

b'ble  Serv*. 
By  Order  of  Council. 


dZBB   COWIELL,   1777, 

1  CouncU  of  Safety,  Dec  1, 1777. 

a  number  of  arms  belonging  to  this 

the  neighbourhood  unfit  for  service. 

them  a  return  of  the  number  &  your 

ink  y*  can  render  them  fit  for  Service, 

me  repair  them  as  speedily  as  possible, 

rize  &  appoint  yon  is  ask  for  &  receive 
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^old  me  be  waited  on  the  Qen^,  &  he  told  him  he  could  give  him  no 
fupport  until  be  got  up  to  Ancoakus,  &  saw  that  ouf  Fleet  must  fall 
^n  their  hands  if  they  was  not  destroyed,  we  Should  have  sent  some 
of  the  Fleet  down  the  River  if  we  could  have  been  sopplj'd  with 
Bread  to  go  with  tho'  we  have  been  fully  Imployed  here  crossing  ft 
reacrossing  Troops,  &  their  Baggage  &  Still  Complaints  that  they  can 
got  nothing  done  by  the  Galley  roen^s  Every  Officer  in  the  army 
to  Ijodge  Complaints  To  General  Washington  of  the  Fleet  &  the 
officers  in  it  not  to  be  heard  or  is  the  Fleet  under  the  Command  of 
Every  officer  in  the  army,  if  it  is,  its  the  first  Fleet  that  ever  was 
Commanded  by  sea  officers  under  the  Command  of  any  army  or  the 
officers  in  it  if  it  is  so  I  believe  few  will  Continue  in  it,  we  would 
wish  to  support  our  Rank  &  Honour  which  we  never  shall  be  able  to 
do  while  every  officer  in  the  army  is  to  be  a  Judge  of  our  actions  let 
our  conduct  be  Examined  into  by  men  of  Judgment  if  we  have  not 
done  our  duty  let  us  suffer  accordingly,  I  should  be  glad  your  Ex* 
celency  would  point  out  a  place  where  the  Fleet  may  Winter,  for  E 
dont  think  the  River  will  be  open  long '  hear,  I  have  been  unwell 
three  days,  but  am  much  better,  &  Shall  I  hope  be  able  to  go  on 
board  the  fleet  to-morrow  I  hope  to  hear  from  your  Excelency  soon^ 
having  not  to  add  am, 

Tour  Excelencys 

Most  obed*  & 

Humble  seru^ 
JOHN  HAZELWOOD.* 

A  List  of  the  State  fleet  that  passed  tho  Cltty. 

13  Galleys, 

12  Armed  Boates, 

Province  Sloop, 

Amunitioh  Sloop, 

Convention  Brig, 

One  Acomodation' Sloop, 

One  Provision,     .     do. 

1  do.         Schooner, 

2  Flatts  with  Stores,  11  Eighteen  Pound  Cannon, 
All  the  Continential  Vessels  was  burned  I 

&  the  remainder  p*  of  the  State  Fleet.         j 
Sundry  Stores  &  amunition  Saved. 
Bristol,  Deo'  1,  1777. 

*  See  his  letter  of  29  Oct'r.,  on  page  721,  of  Vol.  V.  giying  an  account  of 
the  action — A  lithograghic  view  of  the  situation  of  the  vessels  from  a  sketch- 
sent  by  the  Commodore  in  one  of  his  letters  aocompanies  tho  above  letter. 
See  also  a  letter  from  Col.  B.,  p.  11,  of  this  voL 
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Council  to  General  Potter,  1777. 

In  Counoil,  Lancaster,  1  Deo'',  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Letter,  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  Copy,  we  have  jast  now 
received.  The  io  formation  contained  in  it  may  perhaps  be  worthy 
year  attention,  bnt  yon  can  judge,  better  than  we  can  do,  whether 
or  not  it  may  be  advisable  to  march  a  Detachment  of  your  Militia 
for  the  purpose  of  watching  those  People's  Conduct.  In  spite  of  all 
your  vigilance, 

Numbers  of  persons  pass  thro'  your  Camp  to  &  from  Philadelphia 
who  ought  to  be  apprehended.  We  dare  say  you  were  not  wanting 
in  jonr  Exertions  to  prevent  this  practice;  but  as  it  is  possible  that 
they  have  altogether  escaped  your  observation,  we  take  the  Liberty 
to  mention  it,  that  you  may  be  on  your  Guard.  Doctor  Way  of 
Wilmington,  is  said  to  be  one  of  those  who  have  passed  &  repassed 
frequently.     We  would  reoommend  him  to  your  notice. 

I  am. 

Sir 

Your  very  • 

h'ble  Serv*. 

By  Order  of  Council. 
Directed, 

To  General  Potter. 


Council  to  Ebsnbzkr  Cowell,  1777. 

Lancaster,  In  Council  of  Safety,  Dec  1, 1777. 
Sir, 

Council  are  informed  that  a  number  of  arms  belonging  to  thia 
State  now  lie  at  Allentown  &  the  neighbourhood  unfit  for  service. 
They  request  you  will  give  them  a  return  of  the  number  &  your 
opinion  in  what  time  you  think  y*  can  render  them  fit  for  Service, 
&  that  you  will  in  y*  meantime  repair  them  as  speedily  as  possible, 
&  the  Council  hereby  authorize  &  appoint  yon  t«  ask  for  &  receive 
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them  from  any  persons  in  whose  hands  they  may  be^  &  to  direct  snoh 
persons  to  deliver  them  to  you. 

Directed^ 
To  Ebeneaser  CowelL 


Council  to  Pbtbr  Db  Havbn,  1777. 

In  Council,  Dec'  1, 1777. 

Sir, 

Council  requests  that  you  will  make  a  return  of  the  number  of 
Siffled  Guns  now  in  your  hands  which  are  fit  for  service,  or  may  be 
made  so  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  as  an  order  will  issue  for  the 
delivery  of  as  many  as  you  can  have  ready.  You  will  indeaver  to 
have  as  great  a  number  in  good  order  as  possible. 

I  atai  SiTi 


your  very 

Hum.  Serv* 


Directed 
To  Mr.  Peter  Dehaven. 


Council  to  Board  op  War,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 

Lancaster,  1  Dec',  1777. 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  Letter  respecting  the  Collection  of  Blankets 
for  the  use  of  the  Hospital,  &  of  arms,  we  inclose  you  the  ordinance 
appointing  Commissioners  for  the  Purpose,  of  Collecting  Cloathing, 
&c.  We  can  by  no  means  consent  to  the  Continental  Board  of 
War  interposing  in  this  business  further  than  that.  Any  incentives 
to  our  Commissioners  to  do  their  Duty,  from  whlitever  Quarter,  will 
be  highly  agreeable.  You  will  observe  that  by  the  Ordinance, 
whatever  Cloathing  may  be  collected  is  ordered  into  the  Hands  of 
the  Clothier  General ;  yet  at  the  same  time  the  Troops  of  this 
State  are  in  such  a  suffering  Condition,  that  really  we  could  wish 
they  might  be  applied  for  their  use  in  the  first  Instance. 

Indorwdf 
To  the  Board  of  War  at  York  Town. 
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Order  qv   Council   to  General    Armstronq  for    an 
ARREST,  17.77. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 

Lancaster,  December  1**,  1777. 
Sir, 

Information  being  given  to  Conncil,  that  Doctor  Shannon,*  who 
is  said  to  have  condaoted  the  encmj  through  Philadelphia  County, 
and  to  have  been  with  them  in  the  city,  is  now  in  the  county,  and 
goes  at  large.  This  is  to  itnpower  and  direct  you  to  sieze  his  persoiii 
and  send  him  forthwith  under  proper  guard  to  this  Council. 
I  am  Sir, 
with  great  respect, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

THOS.  WHARTON,  jun,  Pres. 
Directed f 
^  To  Major  General  John  Armstrong,  Head  Quarters. 

Lieutenant  Patterson  with  Eight  or  ten  men  of  Coll.  Elder's 
Battalion,  now  on  their  way  to  LuQcaster,  are  punctually  to  execute 
the  above  order. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Genl.  of  Militia. 
Camp  at  White  Marsh,  | 
»**  Decern'  1777.        f 


Owen  Jones,  Jr.,  to  Matthias  Slough,  1777. 

Winchester,  1  Decem',  1777. 
Dear  Friend, 

I  rece'd  your  favour  of  the  17,  nnder  cover  to  Philip  Bush,  with 
800  Dollars.  Am  obliged  to  you  for  forwarding  so  much,  but  at 
the  same  must  inform  you  it  will  be  of  little  or  no  service  to  me 
till  I  get  the  remainder.  I  hope  I  shall  not  count  too  much  upon 
them,  if  I  expect  as  much  for  them  as  I  mention^  (in  my  letter  to 
John  Musser,)  I  was  offered  for  them  in  Lebanon.  I  wish  you 
to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  sending  the  remainder,  or  if  I  meet 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  887. 
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an  opportunity  of  drawing  I  shall  take  that  Liberty.    I  return  yea 
jny  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  offers  of  service. 

Y'  ass*  friend, 


if* 


O.  JONES,  j- 

Please  to  inclose  nndcr  cover  to  P.  Bash.  I  wish  yon  oonld  find 
an  opportunity  to  N.  Hower,  at  Frederick,  &  desire  him  to  forward 
It  to  me  immediately;  &  tell  him  if  no  private  hand  offers  to  hire  a 
person,  to  bring  it  to  me  &  I  will  pay  the  Ezpence. 

I  inclosed  Letters  to  your  Care.  Should  be  glad  to  hear  whether 
they  came  to  hand — it  was  sometime  in  October. 

Dirededf 
For  Mathias  Slough,  Merchant,  In  Lancaster. 


OwBN  JoNBS,  Je.,  to  Mathias  Grabp,  1777, 

Winchester,  1  Decern^  1777. 
Esteemed  Friend, 

I  reed  y  favour  of  the  19**.  The  Letter  you  say  you  senirme 
about  two  days  agoe  is  not  come  to  hand.  I  cannot  advise  yon  to 
send  the  money  to  me,  but  I  am  sure  If  you  were  here  yourself,  & 
as  I  know  you  to  be  very  capable  of  doing  business  to  much  advan- 
tage, you  would  be  able  to  lay  it  out  in  improved  plantations,  or  oa 
Interest  to  your  satisfaction.  And  if  you  were  to  take  a  ride  this  way 
it  might  turn  to  profit  to  a  Gentleman  of  your  turn,  who  like  to  be 
turning  the  penny  wherever  you  happen  to  be.  I  hear  Whisky  is 
down  to  8s.  6d.  If  your  business  should  lead  you  this  way,  I  wish 
you  may  have  a  few  spare  square  Dollars  to  change  for  a  Friend. 
1  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  offers  of  service, 
believe  me  to  be 

your  Very  assured  friend, 

O.  JONES,  j'. 

Directed, 

For  Mathias  Graeff,  In  Lancaster. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  888. 
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Owen  Jones  Jr.,  to  John  Mussee,  1777- 

Winchester,  1  December,  1777. 
Pear  Friend, 

This  day  I  received  yonr  favour  cl  the  18tb,  I  am  obliged  to  you 
for  yonr  kind  o£fers  of  service,  I  know  yon  are  well  satisfied  that  you 
may  command  mine,  I  very  much  wish  it  had  been  in  yonr  power  to 
have  sent  the  whole  money  because  what  I  have  got  will  not  answer 
my  purpose  till  I  receive  the  rest,  I  coald  borrow  here  but  I  dont  like 
it — I  beg  you  will  assist  our  friend  Slough  in  getting  the  highest 
price,  some  of  your  friends  in  the  Country  wouM  be  like  to  purchase, 
I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  get  as  much  as  I  wrote  yqp  I  was  ojSbred 
at  Lebanon — If  I  dont  hear  soon  from  Lancaster  I  have  some 
thoughts  of  hireing  a  person  to  come  there  with  some  more,  my 
best  wishes  attend  yourself  &  agreeable  little  family,  I  shall  be  happy 
when  the  day  comes  that  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  once 
more  in  Philadelphia,  but  I  believe  it  is  at  a  Distance,  you  need  not 
mind  the  Tea  I  wrote  for,  I  have  got  a  supply  from  Baltimore. 

adieu, 

yours, 

O.  JONES,  Jr. 

P.  S.  I  enclosed  sometime  ag»  Letters  to  your  Care,  have  you 
received  them. 

DirecUdy 

For  John  Musser,  In  Lancaster. 


Owen  Jones,  Jr.,  to  Mathias  SLOuan,  1777. 

Winchester,  2  December,  1777 
Dear  Friend, 

I  wrote  you  yesterday  since  which  I  have  drawn  on  you  for  582 
Continental  Dollars  in  favour  of  Jacob  Sitler,  which  I  hope  you  will 
honor  at  sight  as  he  was  in  some  doubt  he  could  not  get  it  imediately 
on  showing  the  Bill — I  have  sent  by  him  2  half  Joes  which  with 
the  others  sent,  I  hope  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  this  Bill  and  the 
money  sent — I  know  you  ^ill  do  the  best  for  my  Interest, 
I  am 

with  real  regard 

your  as'  friend 

OWEN  JONES,  Jr. 
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P.  S.    If  tbere  shoald  be  any  Ballanoe  in  your  hands  please  to 
remit  it  to  me,  if  on  the  other  side  please  to  write  me. 
Directed, 

For  Mathias  Slongh^  Merchant  In  Lancaster. 


OwBN  Jones  Jr.,  &  T.  Matlack  Cbrtificatbs.  1777. 

Winchester,  2d  December,  1777. 
Dear  Friend, 

I  fee'  your  favour  by  Jacob  Sitlcr,  who  has  been  bo  kind  as  to 
famish  me  wifh  532  Gontiaental  Dollars,  for  whioh  I  have  givea 
him  my  draft  on  you,  which  you  will  please  to  honor. 
I  am 

y  as'  friend 

OWEN  JONES,  Jr. 


Winchester,  Dec'  2, 1777. 
532  continental  Dolkrs. 

At  sight  please  to  pay  to  Jacob  Sitler  or  his  order' five  hundred  and 
thirty  two  continental  Dollers,  value  rec*  of  him  in  this  place  in  the 
like  sum  of  continental  Dollars,  with  or  without  further  advice. 

OWEN  JONES,  Jr. 
His  Excellency 

The  president  is  requested  by  the  board  of  war  to  let  Jacob  Sitler 
have  the  above  Draft  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

This  is  copy  of  a  note  unsigned  at  the  bottom  of  the  s*  letter  & 
draft. 

T.  M. 


(Copy.) 

The  above  letter  dated  Winchester  2  December,  1777,  and  draft 
of  the  same  date  both  signed  0.  Jones  jun%  are  true  copies  of  origi* 
nals,'  written  on  the  same  sheet  of  paper  whereon  a  letter  from  Ma- 
thias  Slough  of  Lancaster  had  writted  to  Owen  Jones  jun',  dated  at 
Lancaster,  Nov'  17  1777,  and  now  in  my  hands, 
examined  by  me  &  carefully  compared, 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo^. 
Dec  24, 1777. 

»  See  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  888. 
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Lt.  Samuel  Huntbk  to  Captain  John  HAMBiuaHT,  1777. 

Fort  AugnsU^  2d  December^  1777. 
Bear  Sir, 

I  wrote  to  Council  by  Major  Robert  Arthur  the  11th  last  month, 
informing  his  £xcelencj  that  the  first  Class  &  part  of  tbe  second, 
that  was  stationed  on  the  frontiers  of  this  Conntj,  that  their  two 
months  was  then  out  and  that  they  looked  to  me  for  their  pay,  which 
I  promised  them  as  soon  as  it  was  sent  me  from  Lancaster.  I  made 
mention  of  three  Thousand  Dollars  being  a  sum  sufficient  to  be  sent 
at  this  time,  but  double  the  sum  is  little  enough,  as  Victualing  the 
Militia  there  amounts  to  a  Greater  sum  than  I  expected.  If  there 
18  no  Paymaster  appointed  as  yet  for  our  County  Militia,  I  would 
Becommend  Capt.  William  Gray,  of  Bufaloe,  for  that  office,  as  I 
know  him  to  be  an  Honest  man  and  fit  for  such  Business,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  mention  this  in  Council  in  ease  the  money  is  not  sent 
up  to  me  before  this  reaches  you,  or  a- Paymaster  appointed.  The 
People  on  the  Frontiers  of  this  County  has  got  Frightened  once 
more,  by  accounts  Beceiyed  from  Westmoreland  County  of  the 
Indian's  doings  a  vast  deal  of  mischief  there,  how  true  this  is  I  can- 
not tell,  but  it  Discourages  the  Inhabitants  on  the  West  branch  very 
much  as  there  is  none  of  the  Militia  of  Col.  Cookson  Long's  Battal- 
lion  assembled  until  I  receiye  orders  from  Council,  which  I  would  be 
glad  to  know  as  soon  as  Possable. 
I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obed', 

Humb*  Serv*, , 

SAML.  HUNTER. 
N.  B.    Bemember  your  promise  to  write  to  me  when  opportunity 
offers. 

To  Captain  John  Hambright;  Esq*",  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council,  Lancaster. 
•  Fay'd  by  Cap* ") 
David  Harris.  J 

8* 
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Examination  op  John  Sweeny,  17Y7. 

Tatcs, 

John  Sweiney  was  a  private  in  Capfc.  Tlv^mson's  Companj  of 
Gol.  Hazen's  Regiment  at  the  Battle  of  Brandywine,  where  he  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Enemy,  among  others  who  were  said  to  be 
880.  That  he  was  oonfioed  in  Wilmington  in  the  Academy  until 
last  Thursday  night,  when  he  made  his  escape.  That  he  supposes 
the  number  of  the  Enemy  to  be  about  1300  at  that  place,  greatly 
alarmed  &  very  much  fatigued  with  Duty.  That  their  wounded  after 
the  Battle  wore  removed  to  Wilmington.  He  heard  one  of  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Greens  say  that  their  Brigade  was  chiefly  cut  off.  That 
he  knows  of  but  one  of  our  officers  (a  Lieutenant)  taken  prisoner, 
except  a  Capt.  &  Lieut.,  who  were  wounded  &  the  latter  since  dead. 
That  the  Talk  among  them  was  that  our  people  never  made  such  a 
Stand  before  as  at  Germantown,  that  they  were  three  times  cjiarged 
with  fixed  Bayonets  but  could  not  be  broke.  1500  of  ours  they  said 
were  killed  there  &  but  few  of  theirs,  but  among  these  are  Colonel 
and  Major  &  a  General  (he  thinks  Agnew.) 

Coohnawaga  settlement  in  York  County,  Tyron  Township. 


H.  Db  Haven  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Hummelstown,  Dec*  2nd,  1777. 
Hon*  Sir, 

By  your  letter  of  Testerday  I  am  Informed  that  Council  is  desirous 
to  know  the  number  of  Riffled  Guns  now  at  this  place  fit  for  servioe 
or  that  may  be  made  so  in  a  few  days.  By  Enqiring  of  Mr.  Bitten- 
house  I  find  there  is  about  twenty-Eight,  which  may  be  made  fit  by 
Monday  or  Tuesday  next. 
For  Peter  DeHaven, 

From  Tour  Hum*  Serv*, 

H.  DE  HAVEN. 
Directedf 
For  The  Hon"'  Thos.  Wharton,  J',  Presid*  &c.,  in  Lancaster. 
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HmxyiXTsioix  ov  OoiraEBSB,  1777. 

In  Congress,  DecF  Sd,  1777. 

Whereas  it  is  the  uniform  praoii«e  of  oar  enemies  to  pursue  every 
measure  which  may  tend  to  dbtract,  divide  and  delude  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  states ;  to  effect  which  purpose  they  have  amonsst 
other  arts  promoted  associations  for  supporting  the  credit  of  Uie 
publick  money  struck  under  the  authority  and  sanction  of  the  King 
of  Oreat  Britain,  which  associations  are  evidently  calculated  to  sap 
the  oonfidence  of  the  publick  in  the  continental  bills  of  credit  and  in 
those  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  respective  States  and  to  fiimish 
a  medium  for  carrying,  on  a  pernicious  and  traiterous  commerce 
between  the  enemy  and  the  citizens  of  these  States. 

Besolvedy  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Legislative 
authorities  of  the  respective  States  forthwith  to  enact  laws  requiring 
all  persons  within  their  respective  states^  who  may  be  possessed  of 
any  bills  of  credit  struck  under  the  sanction  and  authority  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  on  or  before  the  nineteenth  day  of  April, 
1775y  forthwith  to  deliver  in  the  same  to  a  Commissioner  or  Com- 
missioners, for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed  in  each  county  of  the 
respective  states;  and  to  declare  in  the  laws  so  enacted  that  all  bills 
of  credit  under  the  description  above  mentioned,  which  shall  not  be. 
BO  delivered  in,  within  sjch  reasonable  time  as  the  respective  States 
shall  for  such  purpose  limit,  shall  thenceforth  become  utterly  irre- 
deemable. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Sec'ry. 


In  Congress,  Dbcil  4th,  1777. 

'  Whereas  experience  hath  evidenced  that  the  laws  which  have  been 
enacted  in  the  state  of  Pennsilvania,  permitting  the  furnishing  of 
substitutes  to  perform  Militia  duty,  have  not  only  tended  to  impede 
the  march  of  the  Militia  on  critical  occasions,  bat  likewise  to  impede 
the  recruiting  service  and  to  encourage  desertions  from  the  Conti- 
nental army. 

Besolved,  That  it  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsilvania  forthwith  to  repeal  the 
clause  in  the  said  laws,  which  permits  the  hiring  of  substitutes  to 
perform  Militia  duty,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  impose  and  lay  such 
fines  on  those  persons  who  neglect  or  refuse  to  march  when  called 
forth  on  duty,  as  the  said  Legislature  shall  deem  adequate  to  personal 
service,  the  fines  so  levied  to  be  appropriated  as  a  fund  for  granting 
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Buch  additional  bounties  to  Continental  recraits  as  the  Legislature 
may  deem  ezpedient,  in  order  to  sappij  tke  defioienoies  in  their  quota 
of  continental  troops. 


General  John  Armstronq  to  President  Wharton,  1777- 

Camp  at  White  Marsh,  4^^  Deoem',  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

Council,  as  I  apprehend,  having  acquainted  Messrs.  Penn  &  Chew 
that  they  must  expect  to  be  removed  to  one  of  the  Eastren  States, 
has  filled  these  Grent*  with  pain,  as  they  say  they  have  no  acquaint- 
ance whatever  in  that  part  of  the  country :  and  by  message  thro' 
ColL  Blain,  earnestly  requestedj  that  I  shou  d  write  to  the  Council, 
that  they  might  be  favoured  with  being  sent  to  a  more  Southern 
State — ^I  presume  Maryland  or  Virginia. 

'  I  cannot  perceive  any  inconvenience  to  the  publick  from  this 
degree  of  gratification,  provided  the  place  is  not  at  any  Port,  and 
shou'd  be  obliged  by  the  indulgence. 

'Tis  now  five  in  the  morning,  and  as  my  Division  are  on  their 
march  to  meet  the  Enemy,  as,  I  presume,  are  the  whole  army,  I 
can  only  add  that  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Enemy  are  said  to  be 
on  this  side  Jermantown.  Gratitude  alone  is  my  motive  for  tho 
motion  above,  which  perhaps  I  may  not  be  able  to  make  to-morrow* 
I  am  in  haste, 

but  with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's 

Most  Obed*  humV  Serv*, 

JOHN  AEM8TR0NO. 

I  have,  lately  wrote  and  enclosed  a  return.    This  may  be  an 
important  day. 
Directed, 

To  His  Ezoellenoy  Tbos.  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Stoto, 
Lancaster. 
.  ByCoU.  Bkin. 
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OoL.  John  Batarb  to  P&bsibbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Plymoth,  De<f  4**,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

M'  ToaDg  oaird  on  me  with  the  Kesolve  of  Council  respecting 
Our  Troops.  Yesterday  we  waited  on  the  General:  shewed  him 
the  resolve,  &  had  some  conversation  with  him  on  the  Subject.  He 
at  first  apprehended  Council  reflected  on  him  in  the  resolve,  as  il 
implied  partiality  in  the  distribution  of  the  Cloathing.  We  assured 
Him  there  was  no  design  in  Council  to  throw  the  least  reflection  on 
him,  but  that  our  appointment  was  to  enquire  into  the  Fact,  wether 
the  Troops  of  this  State  were  worse  Cloathed  than  those  from  other 
States,  &  if  so,  the  Causes  why.  The  Oen*  requested  we  would  go 
through  the  army  &  view  the  situation  of  the  Troops  in  general,  & 
then  Call  on  the  Officers  of  our  own  State  to  receive  their  account 
of  the  situation  of  their  men.  This  We  did,  &  upon  examining  find 
iftost  of  the  Troops  (except  the  New  England  men,  who  are  well 
Cloathed,)  nearly  in  the  same  sitnation. 

Thek  are  great  Complaints  by  the  Officers  against  the  Clothier 
Oenl,  &  Genl.  Wayne  assures  us  if  He  had  not  sent  out  Officers 
to  buy  Cloathing  of  every  kind,  thro  the  Country,  His  Troops  mnst 
have  been  naked,  &  now  there  are  above  one-third  that  have  neither- 
Breeches,  Shoes,  Stockings,  Blankets,  &  are  by  that  means  rendered 
unable  to  do  duty,  or  indeed  keeping  the  Field.  It  is  truly  distres- 
sing to  see  these  ppor  naked  fellows  encamp'd  on  Bleek  Hills ;  & 
yet  when  any  prospect  of  an  action  with  the  Enemy,  these  Brave 
men  appear  full  of  Spirits  &  eager  for  engaging.  Yesterday  it  was 
expected  Genl.  Howe  would  come  out.  Our  army  was  drawn  out 
to  receive  him,  &  continued  under  arms  till  10  o'Clock. 

It  has  been  under  serious  Consideration  with  the  Council  of  War 
to  go  into  immediate  Winter  Quarters,  &  that  Lancaster  &  Reading 
should  be  the  places.  But  I  hope  this  will  not  be  the  Case.  We 
have  conversed  with  several  Genl.  Officers  on  this  Head,  &  repre- 
sented the  horrid  Consequences  that  must  follow  such  a  measure ; 
indeed,  nothing  less,  I  think,  but  the  Loss  of  the  States  of  New 
Jersey,  Delaware,  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  &  great  part  of  this 
State.  I  find  our  field  officers  in  general  are  violently  opposed  to  it, 
&  declare  should  such  a  measure  be  adopted  they  would  immediately 
resign,  as  they  would  consider  it  giving  un  the  Cause  in  a  great 
measure.  The  Soldiery  are  in  general  willing  to  stay  in  Camp, 
provided  they  can  get  Cloathing. 

I  am  happy  to  find  the  Committee  from  Congress  at  Head  Quar- 
ters:  had  some  conversation  with  them,  &  find  they  are  opposed  to 
the  idea  of  freaking  up  the  Camp.  Mr.  Young  &  self  are  to  meet 
them  at  the  Genl's.  to-day.  I  Expect  to  sett  of  for  Lancaster  friday 
or  Saturday.    We  shall  conclude  what  to  do  with  the  Cloathing 
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that  may  be  collected ;  at  present  I  think  they  should  be  held  for 
the  use  of  our  own  Troops — ^this  is  Qenl.  "Wayne's  Opinion  ;  bat  on 
a  farther  Conference,  which  we  Expect  to-day,  we  shall  oome  to  soch 
condnsion  as  may  be  thooght  best  to  promote  the  Cause. 

I  shall  write  you  further  provided  I  should  be  detained  this  week, 
w«^  depends  upon  the  determination  of  the  Council  respecting  going 
into  Quarters. 

In  the  meantimoi 
I  am 

with  great  respect, 

Dear  Sir, 
your  Very  Hble  Sery*., 

JOHN  BAYARD. 
Paper,  Penns  &  Ink  hard  to  be  got  here. 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Seryioe. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun**,  President  of  the 
State  or  Pennsylvania.  ^ 

^  favor  of  Mr.  Davidson. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  prom  the  Board  •  of  War  to  his 

ExCBLLENOr  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE   StATB  07  PeNNSTL* 

yania.    Dated  4th  December^  1777. 

William  Montgomery,  who  says  he  is  a  Native  of  Chester  County, 
&  Brother  to  Parson  Montgomery  of  Anapolis,  Maryland,  &  pro- 
duces a  Certificate  from  a  Justice  Paschall  of  Philadelphia,  of  hia 
having  taken  the  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  the  states  on  the 
13th  August  last.  He  allows  he  has  no  scruples  against  taking  an  . 
oath  or  affirmation.  He  lived  in  Philadelphia  all  last  summer  and 
followed  trading — leffe  Philadelphia  Sunday,  was  two  weeks,  and 
went  in  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  Enemy,  having  obtained  a  Pass 
from  Major  Balfour,  Gen'l  Howe's  aide  camp,  thrO  the  Interest  of 
Abel  Evans,  Mr.  Galloway's  Clerk;  he  landed  at  Newcastle,  k 
came  thro'  Newark  to  Lancaster,  having  passed  thro'  General  Pat- 
terson's Camp.  This  pass  was  taken  out  of  his  coat  sleeve,  and  he 
said  he  carried  the  certificate  of  his  having  taken  the  affirmation  to 
the  states,  in  his  shoe,  while  among  the  enemy.  Ho  was  at  Lan- 
caster when  the  Enemy  Pass'd  thro'  Chester  County,  and  went  to 
Philadelphia  to  get  out  a  quantity  of  Whiskey  he  had  in  the  city, 
and  was  induced  to  stay  there  under  General  Howe's  proclamation, 
that  he  had  three  hogshead  of  Whiskey  taken  from  them,  and  has 
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receiyed  nothing  for  it ;  the  Residne  he  sold  for  part  old  money  and 
part  hard  money,  and  prodaoea  7  Ouineas  an  half,  Job  and  some 
ailver ;  he  was  going  to  Staunton,  in  Virginia,  where  he  has  many 
Belatione,  among  whom  he  intended  to  spend  the  Winter,  having 
provided  himself  with  some  powder  &  lead  for  his  amusement,  dur« 
ing  his  stay  there.  That  he  has  not  taken  the  Oath  to  his  Brittanee 
Majesty,  it  having  never  been  required  of  him ;  the  reason  of  his 
being  apprehended  at  first,  was  his  having  held  Conversation  tend- 
ing to  intimidate  the  people,  and  partieularly  one  with  a  Mrs. 
White,*  the  landlady  of  an  Inn,  whom  he  told  General  Howe  would 
have  his  Head  Quarters  soon  at  Torktown — that  our  army  would 
not  be  able  to  fight,  as  our  men  were  better  Runners  than  Fighten^ 
**  and  always  had  the  Bullets  in  their  Backs,  and  such  other  oonver- 
'<  sation  which  the  emissaries  of  the  Enemy  are  accustomed  to  make 
"  of^  he  also  appeared  to  be  connected  with. 


War  Office,  y  20«*  January,  1778. 
I  Certify  the  above  Extract  to  be  a  truo  Copy  of  the  origin*!, 
transmitted  to  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  &  the 
Council  of  Ae  State  of  Pennsylvania,  referring  the  case  of  W"^ 
Montgomery  to  their  Determination. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  S. 


Gentlemen, 

As  the  Board  of  War  undeirstand,  the  executive  authority  of  this 
state  have  referred  the  Examination  &  Determination,  with  respect 
to  W"  Montgomery,  to  you.  They  have  thought  proper  to  transmit 
you  the  substance  of  his  examination  at  the  time  he  was  taken  up 
— his  having  a  Pass  from  General  Howe's  aid  de  Camp,  with  the 
Deposition  of  Mrs.  White,  were  Circumstances  that  the  Board  could 
not  look  over,  &  therefore  thought  no  time  should  be  lost  in  secur- 
ing ;  they  have  in  this  Instance,  as  in  others,  turned  the  affair  over 
to  the  Civil  authority. 

I  am  Gent", 

your  humble  serv*, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  B. 
W"»  Lees,  Esqr.,  Torktown. 
Directed, 

To  W-  Lees,  Freder''  Eichelberger,  W  Scott,  Esqrs.,  Yorktown. 
On  public  servioe. 

»  See  Vol.  v.,  p.  97. 
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Resolution  of  Gsnbral  Asseicblt^  1777. 

Thursday,  December  4th,  1777,  A.  M. 
On  Motion, 

Resolved  that  this  House  do  reoommend  to  his  Exoellencj,  the 
President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  to  issue  a 
Proclamation  to  Dissolve  the  Council  of  Safety,*  constituted  by  an 
Act  of  Assembly  passed  on  the  13th  day  of  October  last,  agreeable 
to  the  powers  vested  in  the  said  President  &  Executive  Council  by 
the  said  Act. 

Eodem  Die  p.  m. 

On  Motion, 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Cunniugham,  Mr. 
Harris,  Mr.  James  Brown,  &  Mr.  Irwin,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on 
his  Excellency  the  President,  &  Executive  Council,  with  a  Copy  of 
the  Resolve  of  this  morning,  respecting  the  Dissolution  of  the 
Council  of  Safety. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Je.,  Clerk. 


Resolution  of  Council,  1777. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  lOec'r  5**,  1777. 
Ordered  that  John  Jordan  be  appointed  Waggon  master  of  the 
County  of  Lancaster,  in  the  Room  of  Furguson  Mcllvaine.  And 
he  is  authorized  &  directed  to  nominate  a  suitable  number  of  Depu- 
ties to  make  out  a  List  of  Waggons  in  the  s^  County,  &  to  take 
order  that  the  Waggons  employed  from  time  to  time  in  the  publick 
service,  perform  their  Duty  in  their  Turn,  &  to  proceed  therein, 
agreeable  to  such  Directions  as  he  shall  receive  from  this  Council. 

*  This  Council  of  Safety  was  dissolved  by  proclamation  on  the  6tli— see 
it  in  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  858. 
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CiECULAB  OF  Council,  1777. 

In  Gonnoil,  Lancaster,  Dec'r  5, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  great  sums  advanced  by  the  Council  for  snbstitates  &  for 
various  other  purposes  have  redaced  us  to  the  utmost  Distress  for 
Want  of  Money.  We  hoped  before  this  time  to  have  been  reim- 
bursed the  substituted  Money  by  the  Sieutenants,  &  we  must  beg 
you  will  exert  yourself  with  all  possible  Dispatch  to  collect  the  Fines 
from  Delinquents  &  remit  them  to  the  Treasurer  as,  without  this,  the 
public  service  must  inevitably  suffer. 

We  must  also  beg  you  will  send  forward  the  returns  of  all  the 
Militia  of  your  County  who  have,  from  time  to  time,  turned  out  in 
tbe  several  classes. 

I  am  &c.. 

By  order  of  Council. 


Warrant  op  Arrest,  1777, 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  Decmber  6, 1777. 
Pennsylvania  ss. 

To  the  Sheriff  or  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  County. 

Whereas  it  is  made  appear  to  this  Council  that  Jacob  Keller, 
George  Adam  France,  David  Menser,  Samuel  Bowman  and  Henry 
IBrental,  in  defiance  of  a  Warrant  issued  by  Council  to  Adam  Kimmel* 
to  press  two  Waggons  for  Public  Service,  did  by  force  of  arms  take 
irom  the  said  Eimmel  the  Horses  which  he  had  so  impressed  under 
the  authority  aforesaid. 

You  are  therefore  commanded  to  apprehend  the  said  Keller,  George 
Adam  France,  David  Menser,  Samuel  Bowman  &  Henry  Brental,  • 
and  forthwith  bring  them  before  this  Council  to  answer  the  complaint 
and  for  your  so  doiog  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  Warrant. 

By  order  of  Council. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  YoL  XI.  p.  881, 882. 
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Resolution  op  Genbbal  Assembly,  1777. 

In  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Saturday  December  6th  1777. 

In  this  time  of  hostile  invasion  when  the  capital  city  of  this  state 
b  in  the  possession  of  our  inveterate  enemies,  and  a  considerable 
part  of  the  country  liable  to  their  incursions,  by  which  they  may  be 
enabled  to  procure  great  supplies  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries, 
if  timely  measures  be  not  tnken  to  prevent  them.  And  as  in  this 
time  of  danger,  it  must  be  evident  to  all  men  that  it  is  highly  im- 
prudent that  those  provisions  so  essentially  necessary  to  them,  and 
at  the  same  time  so  useful  to  us,  should  be  within  the  reach,  of  those 
incursions  which  either  their  situation  or  any  future  chance  of  war 
may  enable  them  to  make.  It  therefore  becomes  necessary  that 
some  vigorous  and  decisive  measures  should  be  adopted  in  that 
behalf.  And  as  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost  in  the  present  emergent 
state  of  aflFairs,  and  the  ordinary  forms  of  law  and  civil  Government 
cannot  now  be  observed : — 

Therefore  Resolved, 

That  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  forces  of  the  United  States  of  America,  be  impowered,  and  he  is 
hereby  impowered  to  appoint  and  commision  any  number  of  persons, 
who  have  taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  fidelity  to  this  State  or  to 
the  United  State  to  buy  up  stock  provisions  and  forage  of  what  kind 
.  soever  which  he  may  think  necessary  for  supporting*  the  army  under 
his  command,  or  apprehend  to  be  in  danger  of  being  seized  by  the 
Enemy  in  any  place  within  this  State. 

2"'  Resolved,  That  the  General  be  impowered  in  ease  any  of  the 
inhabitants  shall  refuse  to  sell,  to  authorise  the  said  persons  to  take 
so  much  of  the  said  stock  provisions  forage  and  other  articles  as  he 
shall  think  necessary,  leaving  and  reserving  such  part  thereof  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  use  and  consumption  of  the  family. 

3^  Jlesolved,  That  the  persons  so  appointed  or  commissioned  by  the 
General,  if  they  do  not  pay  at  the  time,  shall  give  certificates  to  the 
persons  from  whom  they  shall  take  or  receive  any  of  the  articles 
aforesaid,  specifying  the  kind  quality  and  quantity  thereof,  and 
signed  with  their  names :  which  certificates  shall  entitle  the  owners 
to  receive  the  value  thoreof  from  the  commissary  general  of  purchases. 

4*'^  Resolved  also  that  the  President  or  Vice  President  and  Council  be 
and  they  are  hereby  impowered  to  excuse  from  Militia  duties  every 
skilful  cooper  who  shall  bona  'fide  be  employed  by  the  commisary 
general  of  purchases  or  any  person  under  him,  in  making  flour  casks 
or  pork  barrels  for  the  use  of  the  state  during  the  time  he  shall  be 
80  employed :  provided,  the  said  term  extend  not  beyond  the  sixth 
day  of  February  next.     And  they  are  also  hereby  impowered  to 
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iaipower  proper  persons  in  Bach  dbtricts  m  they  in  j  think  neoeesary, 
to  seize  and  value  all  barrel  stavesi  heading  and  hoops,  that  are  fit  for 
the  said  purpose  .and  in  the  hands  of  persons  refusing  or  neglecting  to 
work  them  up  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  with  all  possible  dbpateh. 

5^  Tiiat  the  President  or  Vioe  President  and  Coundl  be  and  they 
nre  hereby  authorised  and  impowered,  in  oase  they  oannot  otherwise 
proeure  waggons  and  horses,  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures 
for  that  purpose  by  impressing. 


Deposition  of  Jacob  Sxttler,  1777. 

Jacob  Sittler,  of  the  Town  of  York,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, being  duly  examined  and  sworn  on  the  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,  deposeth  and  saith — ^That  on  or  about  the  Sixth  of  November 
last^  being  at  Winchester,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  he  received  from 
Owen  Jones,  junr,*  one  of  the  Quaker  Pris'%  Fourteen  half  Johan- 
nes's, with  directions  to  deliver  the  same  to  John  Musser,  in  Lan- 
caster ;  that  he  delivered  the  said  half  Johannes  to  the  said  John 
Musser,  who  informed  him  that  they  were  intended  for  Matthias 
Slough,  of  Lancaster :  &  further  this  Deponent  saith  not  * 

JACOB  8ITTLER. 
War  Office,  6th  Dec,  1777. 
Sworn  before 

Joseph  Nourss,  D.  S. 


Affirmation  of  Frbdbrick  Schauss,  1777. 

Northampton,  ss. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand Seven  hundred  and  Seventy  seven,  Before  me,  Robert  Levers, 
Esq'.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said  county,  per- 
sonally appeared  Frederick  Schanss,  of  the  town  of  Easton,  in  the 
said  county,  one  of  the  guard  at  the  said  town,  and  upon  his  solemn 
affirmation  according  to  law,  did  say,  that  on  or  about  the  Seven- 
teenth day  of  November  last,  he,  this  affirmant,  then  being  officer 
of  the  guard  at  the  ferry,  at  Easton,  Mr.  Henry  Vanfleck,  of  Beth- 
lehem, in  said  county,  and  a  certain  person  unknown  to  this  affirm* 
ant,  and  whose  name  he  does  not  remember,  came  to  the  ferry  in 
order  to  pass  the  river  Delaware ;  that  this  affirment  enqaired  if 
they  had  passes,  upon  which  the  person  unknown  prodnced  a  pass, 
but  this  affirmant  does  not  remember  by  whom  signed ;  that  he  also 

*  See  Col.  Bso.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  888. 


/ 
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Baid  he  had  a  certificate  that  he  had  taken  the  Teat,  but  did  not  pro* 
dace  it  to  this  affirmant;  that  when  he  examined  Mr.  Henry  Van- 
fleck,*  this  affirmant  says  that  Mr.  Vanfleck  produced  a  paper  signed 
by  Mr.  John  Okely,  of  Bethlehem,  and  this  affirmant  knowing  Mr. 
Okely  not  to  be  a  magistrate,  and  conceiving  that  he  held  no  aathoritj 
in  this  county,  did  not  read  the  contents  of  the  paper  signed  by  Mr. 
Okely  and  produced  to  this  affirmant;  that  afterwards  this  affirmant 
says  Mr.  Vanfleck  produced  to  him  a  pass  signed  by  Colonel  Robert 
Lettis  Hooper,  of  this  Town,  with  which  this  affirmant  seemed  sat- 
isfied ;  That  afterwards,  whilst  Mr.  Vanfleck  and  the  other  person 
went  into  the  house  of  Mr.  Oordon  to  pay  the  ferriage,  this  depo- 
nent says  he  felt  uneasy,  remembering  that  Mr.  Levers  had  told  him 
a  little  before,  that  if  Mr.  Vanfleck  had  not  a  certificate  of  having 
taken  the  test,  he,  this  affirmant,  should  bring  Mr.  Vanfleck  before 
him,  and  therefore  this  affirmant  went  into  Mr.  Gordons  house  to 
them,  and  asked  them  again  if  they  had  certificates  from  a  magis- 
trate of  having  taken  the  Test,  on  which  the  stranger  replied,  yes^ 
we  have ;  and  you  may  take  my  word,  and  depend  on  it,  that  we 
are  true  whigs,  and  this  affirmant  says  he  then  let  them  pass,  and 
further  saith  not 

FREDERICK  SCHAUSS. 
Taken  and  affirmed  the  day  and  year  } 
abovesaid,  before  me,  | 

Robert  Levers. 


Arch'd  Lochrby  to  Pres.  Wharton.  1777. 

Westmoreland,  y«  6«*  Decern'.,  1777. 
Honnored  Sir : 

I  Wrote  to  your  Excellencyf  by  CoP.  Shields,  giving  a  State  of 
the  Ravages  Committed  by  the  Indians  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
County ;  they  have  still  Continued  to  Destroy  and  Burn  Houses, 
Barns  and  Grain,  as  you  will  see  more  Particular  in  a  Patation  from 
the  People  to  the  Honnorable  Assembly,  Praying  Relieff.  (My 
situation  Hass  Been  Critical ;  Oeuneral  Hand  required  more  Men 
than  I  could  Possebly  furnish  from  Two  Batalions,  which  is  all  I 
can  Pertend  to  Have  jurisdiction  over,  on  acc^  of  the  unsettled 
Boundary  between  this  State  and  Virginia.)  I  sent  One  Hundred 
Men  for  the  Expadition,  some  of  them  Reached  the  Genneral  at 
fort  Pitt,  the  Remainder  was  Stopt  by  His  Order,  at  the  same  time 
the  frontears  of  Our  County  Lay  Ezpossed  to  the  Marcy  of  the 
Savages ;  Not  a  Man  on  Our  fruntears  from  Logenear  to  the  Alegenia 

*  See  p.  6.  .  t  See  Vol.  V.,  p.  741. 
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Siver,  Ezoept  a  few  at  fort  Hand,  on  Gontioenial  Pay.  I  wag 
Oblidged,  bj  the  Advice  of  the  sub-IieatenDanta  &  other  Principal 
People  of  the  County,  to  adopt  the  Measures  I  Before  Laide  Down 
to  your  Ezoellency ;  I  Requested  Genneral  Hands  Approbation  on 
the  Plan^  which  he  Declined,  as  you  May  see  His  Letter  of  the  18^ 
October ;  if  our  Measures  Had  not  been  adopted,  I  am  yery  Car- 
tain  there  Would  Not  been  Many  Persons  on  the  North  Side  the 
Greate  Roide  Now,  if  there  Is  Not  Stors  Laide  in  this  Winter,  In 
Spring  they  Must  undoubtedly  Leave  the  Couotery  ;  they  Have  no 
Salt  to  Lay  Up  Meat,  of  which  there  is  a  greata  Plenty,  their  Grain, 
is  all  Burn'  &  Destroy*^  on  the  North  of  Cunnemoch ;  if  there  is  No 
Store  of  Provision  for  Next  sunnmer,  and  the  People  Hindred  from 
Getting  Spring  Crops  the  Cuntery  is  undoubtedly  Broke  up.  The 
Plan  we  Have  addopted  Has  Been  Put  in  Execution  at  the  Expence 
of  a  few  Individuals,  which  Cant  Be  Long  Continued  without  sup^ 
ported  by  the  Publick.  I  Have  sent  five  Indian  Scalps  taken  by 
One  of  our  Scouting  Party,  Commanded  by  Col*  Barr,  ,Col*  Perry, 
Col'  Smith,  &  Cap*  Kingston,  Being  Volentears  in  the  Action.  The  ' 
Action  Hapned  Near  Kittaning,  they  Retoook  Six  Horses  the  Sava- 
ges Had  Taken  from  the  suffering  fruntears ',  for  Encouragement  to 
other  Partes  I  Hoop  your  Excellancy  Will  Make  a  Retaliation  for 
these  Scalps.  And  subscribe  myself, 
Honnored  Sir,  your 

Excellanoys  Most  Oblidged 

Humble  Sarv*. 

AR.  LOCHRT. ' 
Direciedy 

On  Pnblick  Sarvice— To  His  Excellancy,  Tho"  Wharton.  Jun',  * 
Precedent  of  the  Shupraim  Executive  Councle,  Lanohester. 

By  Col»  Hays. 


Geo.  Ross  to  Col.  TnoMiTs  Jones,  1777. 

Lancaster,  6"*  December,  1777. 
Sir, 

Notwithstanding  every  exertion  to  procure  Teams,  I  cannot  send 
a  Sufficient  number  to  Supply  the  calls  of  the  Army  from  this 
quarter.  A  difficulty  has  now  occurr'd,  of  wbicli  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  inform  you — it  is  determin'd  to  move  all  the  Flour  from  York  to 
this  side  Sasquehannah,  By  which  all  the  Teams  on  the  West  of  the 
River  are  employed,  so  that  every  supply  now  depends  on  the  Teams 
from  this  County,  which  I  am  affraid  are  so  great  that  I  cannot 
Effect. 


70  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  ITH. 

The  Vast  number  of  Teams  emploj'd  in  the  militia  is  one  great 
bindraooe — but  a  still  greater  one  is,  that  no  person  belonging  to 
the  Militia  will  be  suffer'd  to  go  oat  with  their  Teams,  without  the 
risk  of  being  fin'd ;  nay,  'tis  gone  so  far  that  one  of  the  Eieutcnants 
meeting  a  man  on  the  road  told  him,  at  his  risk,  to  go  out  with  his 
Team,  as  he  Might  depend  on  being  fined. 

The  people  offer  to  furnish  their  Teams  &  to  make  their  Tour  of 
Duty  for  two  months,  if  that  will  excuse  them  from  the  Militia.  I 
wish  this  could  be  done  Business  would  go  on  Cleverly :  If  'tis 
not  done  'twill  be  impossible  to  send  on  Teams  fast  enough.  I  now 
have  a  Doaen  of  Teams,  the  Horses  straying  about,  not  a  drirer  to 
be  had^  for  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned.  Pray  let  me  hear  from 
you. 

T'  Very  Obed*  Hum.^Servt. 

G.  ROSS,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

To  Col.  Thonjas  Jones,  D.  C  G.     (Copy.) 


Col.  John  Armstrong  to  Council,  1777. 

Camp  White  March,  7*'»  D'.,  at  Night,  17777 
Sir, 

The  Enemy,  in  full  Force,  has  now  been  three  days  on  Chestnut 
ETiH,  their  left  near  the  Wissahekin  &  the  right  eztendiog  to  the 
head  of  Jermantown,  this  position  guarded  on  both  wings  was  not 
>  thought  so  elligible  as  cou'd  be  wished  for  an  attack  on  our  part. 

On  Friday  last,  none  of  the  Army  (except  the  Horse)  moved,  but 
the  Militia  only  intended  to  annoy  them  on  the  march,  for  this  pur- 
pose General  Potter,  with  part  of  his  Brigade,  by  the  way  of  Barren 
Hill  Church  for  the  Enemies  Left.  Gen*  Irwin,  with  six  hundred 
of  his,  went  on  a  different  direction,  only  to  send  them  out  in  small 
partys  &  give  some  instructions,  but  before  he  had  thought  proper 
to  disperse  his  men  they  fell  in  with  a  body  of  the  Enemy,  &  a  warm 
Scirmish  ensued  for  the  space  of  twenty  minutes,  a  few  of  ours 
behaved  pritty  well,  killed  &  wounded  some  of  the  Enemy,  amongst 
the  latter  was  a  Baron  Knight,  whos  name  the  informer  cou'd  not 
give,  but  we  have  lost  the  use  of  our  good  officer  &  friend  Gl.  Irwin, 
uiree  of  his  fingers  being  shot  off  he  fell  from  his  Horse,  and  none 
of  his  men  gave  him  the  least  assistance,  being  at  that  time  broke 
and  runing,  as  did  the  greater  part  of  them  very  early.  Some  of 
Potters  had  a  short  Scirmish^  soon  repulsed,  but  killed  one  & 
brought  off  his  Sword.  The  lines  maned  almost  day  &  night — The 
bagage,  &o.,  being  hastily  sent  off,  some  hundred  of  the  troops  have 
foUowed  it  under  the  pretext  of  getting  ncoessarys. 

At  12  last  night  the  Enemy  moved  toward  our  left  &  the  York 
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road,  k  this  afternoon  tbe  general  attack  was  expected.  Gen'I  Pot- 
ter, with  bis  whole  Brigade  &  the  best  of  our  militia,  was  ordered  to  a^ 
certain  woods — a  part  of  the  Enemies  rear  who  first  discovered  onrs, 
attacked  &  soon  dispersed  them,  they  say  by  falling  into  bad  ground 
—five  came  in  wounded,  &  some  few,  I  presume,  are  prisoners- 
part  of  Morgans  light  troops  were  also  engaged  &  repulsed  by  supe- 
rior numbers.  Tomorrow  morning,  most  probably,  the  general  affair 
comes  on,  if  not  this  night ;  the  Express  shall  remain  until  farther. 
8tb,  at  night — this  day,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  is  also  passed  over 
without  an  attack,  the  Enemy  frequently  moveing,  &  sometimes  on 
different  directions  from  left  to  right  of  our  lines — Morgans  Corps, 
strengthened  by  five  men  from  each  Continental  Batt",  was  this 
afternoon  to  have  harrassed  the  Enemies  Wings,  bat  at  dark  we  had 
no  intelligence  of  the  effect — at  five,  we  were  informed  that  one  of 
their  Colums  were  in  march  toward  Jermantown,  whether  retreating 
or  repairing  to  that  Village  to  avoid  rain  is  yet  uncertain.  Since 
they  left  town  we  had  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners  &  deser- 
ters. The  Enemy  had  several  waggons  employed  in  carrying  off 
their  wounded,  on  Scirmish  of  Saturday — rafter  which,  Gen'l  Irwin, 
&  Sir  James  Murray,  had  their  wounds  dressed  at  Chesnut  Hill. 
Yesterday,  Qeneral  Read,  leading  on  some  of  our  Militia  with  whom 
be  fell  in  when  reconoitering,  had  his  Horse  Shot  thro'  the  head, 
lost  one  of  his  Pistols,  Saddle  &  Bridle,  which  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  with  the  dead  Horse,  himself  having  a  narrow  escape.  The 
State,  I  hope,  will  make  up  this  loss  in  the  first  instance. 

9th/  In  the  morning. — Last  night  the  Enemy  thought  proper  ,to 
retreat  to  Philad*,  having  burnt  the  new  Rising  Sun  Inn,  on  their 
way — whilst  they  lay  on  Chestnut  Hill  they  Burnt  some  good 
Houses  &  Bams,  and  have,  it's  said,  left  several  fisimilys  little  more 
than  empty  walls.  As  not  the  least  doubt  was  entertained  but  that 
they  wou'd  attack  us  in  our  Encampment,  the  General  thought  it 
might  have  been  imprudent  in  him  to  have  left  his  Chosen  ground 
to  nave  attacked  them  on  tbe  high  grounds  which  they  occupied,  as 
had  he  been  unfortunate,  no  doubt  won'd  in  that  instance  incurred 
blame :  indeed,  the  attack  on  the  part  of  Gen'l  Howe  cou'd  not 
well  be  doubted  with  the  force  &  apparatus  with  which  he  approached 
&  his  knowledge  of  General  Washington's  situation,  befbre  he  left 
tbe  City,  nearly  equal  to  what  it  cou'd  be  afterwards — at  any  rate, 
had  he  stayed  but  one  day  longer,  Gen'l  Washington  wou'd  proba- 
bly have  deoamp'd  and  risqued  the  great  event  on  new  ground— 
this  was  on  the  Carpet.  I  cannot  shut  up  thiis  without  farther  la- 
menting the  loss  of  Gen'l  Irwin  to  this  State,  and  in  present  Cir- 
cumstance to  my  self  in  particular.  What  the  Council  will  do  in 
appointing  I  cannot  tell,  but  think  appointments  of  that  kind  shou'd 
not  bo  hastily  gone  into.  I'm  this  moment  oall'd  to^sadquarters, 
&  suppose  our  next  movement  is  the  subject,  &  perhaps  the  much 
heavier  point— a  di5possission  of  this  Army  for  the  Winter,  a  point 
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this  of  the  utmost  importance  to  Pennsylra*,  and  to  which  I  have 
paid;  &  shall  pay  every  degree  of  attention  in  my  power. 
I  am;  Sir;  sincerely  yoars^ 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Directedj 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton;  Esq.;  Lancaster. 
^  Express. 


Richard  Peters  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Dec  7"';  1777. 
Dear  Sir; 

As  I  am  considerably  interested  in  the  Preservation  of  the  public 
Papers  of  this  State,  which  are  the  Foundations  of  Titles  to  their 
Documents  of  Private  Property,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  un* 
reasonably  apprehensive  wl^en  I  mention  to  yon  that  I  think  they 
should  be  collected  together  &  deposited  in  the  most  secure  Places. 
If  this  has  been  done,  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  to  inform  me  of 
it;  &  that  you  would  let  me  know  where  the  Papers  of  the  several 
Public  Offices  are  secured.  I  have  no  new  Reason  for  any  Anxiety 
on  this  Score,  but  such  Information  will  much  conduce  to  my  pri- 
vate Satisfaction.  The  Register  Generars  Papers  were  too  long 
left  with  the  Gentleman  who  formerly  executed  that  office,  nor  do  I 
now  know  where  they  are.  The  Surveyor  General's  PaperS;  &  I 
believe  those  of  the  Land  Office,  were  sent  to  Lancaster,  but  whether 
they  were  moved  back  I  know  not.  I  recollect  M'  Tilghman  ad- 
vertised, long  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  that  the  Land 
Office  was  opened,  which  made  me  fear  he  had  possessed  himself  of 
the  Papers.  Gov'  Penn  sent  a  considerable  Number  of  Papers  to 
New  Oastlc;  as  I  heard  after  they  were  gone,  but  whether  the  Land 
Office  Papers  were  included  I  know  not.  The  Prothonotory's  Papers 
of  Philad*  County  were  sent  to  Reading.  Too  much  Caution  as  to 
thete  Matters  cannot  be  used,  &  tho'  I  have  no  present  Doubts  of 
their  Safety  on  the  East  side  of  Susquehanna,  unforeseen  Accidents 
may  render  them  insecure.  I  address  this  Letter  to  you  entirely  in 
a  private  capacity;  &  beg  you  will  favour  me  with  the  desired  Infor- 
mation, as  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  the  Matter;  which  will 
much  oblige 

your  aff*  &  most  obed'  serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

The  Receivers  Genl*  Papers  I  never  heard  of,  but  fear  M'  Penn 
had  them  removed  to  his  House  on  Schuylkill.    The  Delaware 
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Ooyern*  bsve  lost  all  their  pdbKo  Papers  by  M"  M.  Kinley'a  Caro- 
lessDesa  or  somethiog  else,  &  I  am  a  aufferer  thereby. 

Directed y 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Jr.;  Esqr.^  Lancaster. 


Resolutions  of  Assembly,  17  77, 

In  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Monday,  Dec'r  8th,  1777,  P.  M. 
The  House  resumed  the  Consideration  of  the  Ordinances  made 
by  the  Council  of  Safety,  Constituted  by  the  late  Act  of  Assembly, 
whereupon  it  was  ordered, 

1.  That  the  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  the  2lBt  Day  of  Octo- 
ber last,  for  taking  Possession  of  the  Effects  of  those  who  have  gone 
over  to  the  Enemy,*  &  for  appointing  Commissioners  in  the  several 
Counties  for  that  purpose. 

2.  And  that  one  other  Ordioi^nce,  dated  at  Lancaster,  the  8th  day 
of  November  last,  for  collecting  Arms,  Blankets,  &o.,  and  the  War- 
rants issued  in  pursuance  thereof. 

3.  And  that  one  other  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  on  the  7th 
day  ot  November  last,  for  preventing,  Ingrossing,  and  Forestalling. 

4.  And  that  one  other  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  on  the  7tn 
day  of  November  last,  for  Regulating  the  price  of  Whiskey. 

5.  And  that  one  other  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  on  the  26th 
day  of  October  last,  for  the  more  effectual  levying  the  monies  ad- 
vanced for^  substitutes  in  the  Militia,  and  Fines  due  to  the  publio' 
for  Disobedience  to  the  Militia  Laws. 

6.  And  that'one*other  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster^  on  the  25th 
day  of  October  last,  for  appointing  and  authorizing  an  additional 
number  of  sub-Lieutenants  to  act  in  the  County  of  Lancaster. 

.Be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  in  full  force  and  virtue^ 
until  farther  order  be  taken  thereon  by  this  or  some  fature  Legis- 
lature. 

And  it  was  farther  ordered, 

1.  That  a  supplementary  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  the  4th 
day  of  this  Instant,  December,  Impowering  the  Collectors  of  Arms, 
Blankets,  &  Cloathing  to  use  Force  and  appoint  assistants. 

2.  And  also  that  a  Recommendation  of  the  said  Council,  dated 
the  5th  day,of  November  last,  to  the  Commissary  General  and  Quarter 
Master  General,  and  their  Deputies,  to  fix  the  prices  of  the  following 
Articles,  as  below  is  mentioned,  viz : 

Wheat,  8«.  Qd, ;  Rye,  8s.  6i. ;  Indian  Corn,  6«.  6J.  '^  bush. ; 
Whiskey,  full  proof,  8«.  6c7.  "^  Gall. 

Hay,  best  first  Crop,  at  £7  10».  Oc?.  "^  ton.  Second  Crop,  at  JG6 
Os.  M.  ^  ton. 

Vol.  VI.— 4 
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Good  pork,  7  Dollars  ^  Hundred.   Good  Beef,  10  Dollan  ^ 
Handred  (sinking  the  fifth  Hundred.) 

Be,  ana  thej  are  hereby  declared  to  be  Repealed;  and  from 
heno^orth  null,  roid,  and  of  no  Force  or  Effect. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr.,  Cl»  of  Asfi^. 


Besolution  or  Boaed  of  Wae,  1777. 

At  a.  Board  of  War,  8th  December,  1777. 

The  Board  of  War  haying  had  snndrv  intercepted  Letters*  laid 
before  them  from  several  Prisoners  of  the  People  called  Quakers 
stationed  at  Winchester  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  which  it  appears 
that  they  have  kept  up  a  Correspondence  with  several  others  of  that 
Society  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  States,  without  previously 
shewing  their  Letters  to  the  American  Commissary  of  Prisoners  or 
to  any  other  proper  Officer  at  that  place,  in  the  course  of  which 
Correspondence  it  also  appears  that  a  certain  Owen  Jones,  one  of  the 
said  Prisoners,  is  carrying  on  with  sundry  Persons  in  the  Town  of 
Lancaster,  a  Traffick,  highly  injurious  to  the  Credit  of  the  Continen* 
tal  Currency  by  exchanging  Gold  at  a  most  eztravsgant  Premium  for 
paper  money.  And,  Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Board  that 
since  the  Residence  of  the  above-mentioned  Prisoners  at  Winchester 
the  Confidence  of  the  Inhabitants  in  that  Quarter  in  the  Currency  of 
these  States  has  been  greatly  diminished  especially  amongst  Persona 
of  the  same  Society. 

Order'd. 

That  Owen  Jones  be  forthwith  removed  under  Guard  to  Staunton 
in  the  County  of  Augusta,  there  to  be  closely  confined  in  Gaol  and 
debarred  the  use  of  Pen,  Ink  ft^Paper,  unless  for  such  Purposes  and 
on  such  occasions  as  the  Lieutenant  of  the  said  County,  or  some 
person  appointed  by  him  for  that  purpose  shall  deem  expedient. 

That  the  remainder  of  the  Prisoners  sent  from  the  State  of  Penn« 
silvania  be  removed  under  the  same  guard  to  Staunton  and  delivered 
to  the  County  Lieutenant  of  Augusta,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  re- 
quire of  them  a  Parole  of  Affirmation  that  they  will  not  directly  or 
indirectly  do  or  say  anything  tending  to  the  prejudice  of  these  states 
agreeable  to  the  Form  herewith  transmitted,  &  in  case  of  refusal  the 
said  County  Lieutenant  is  hereby  requested  to  confine  the  said  Per- 
sons in  some  secure  Building  under  proper  Guards,  &  subject  to  the 
same  Restrictions  with  Owen  Jones  before-mentioned. 

That  copies  of  these  Orders  together  with  the  intercepted  Letters 
from  Owen  Jones  be  transmitted  to  Mr.  Joseph  Holmes  &  the  county 

*  See  pages,  53-66,  79,  98,  also  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  888. 
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iMteiMiiii  of  Avgastfty  wbo  we  desind  to  carry  the  above  meatniei 
iBlo  immediate  ezeention. 

Extract  from  .the  Minutes 

ft  sigDed  b;  order  of  the  Board  of  War. 

JOSEPH  NOUBSE,  D.  S. 


Deposition  bbspectinq  Pbisonbks  at  Winohbstbb,  1777, 
-  in  the  State  of  Pennsilvania  beinff  dnly  examined  and 


Bwom  on  the  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  &  saitb. 

That  being  in  the  state  of  Yirginia,  at  the  Town  of  Winchesteri 
he  heard  several  of  the  iDbabitants  complain  heavily  that  since  the 
Tories  of  the  Quaker  Society  who  were  sent  up  from  Philada.,  have 
been  enlarged  and  permitted  to  reside  at  the  Quaker  houses  in  the 
Vicinity  of  the  Town,  the  Inhabitants  of  that  society  who  are  nu- 
merous, have  very  generally  refused  to  take  the  Contiuental  currency. 

(Copy)    Sworn  before  JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  8. 
*  War  Office,  8  Dec^,  1777. 


Jambs  Young  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 


Colonel  Byard  &  myself  having  waited  on  his  Excellency  General 
Wsshington  agreeable  to  resolve  of  Council  of  the  28th  ulto.,  &  con- 
fer^d  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the  cloathing  of  the  troops  of  this 
State,  and  having  seen  most  of  those  troops  Paraded  by  Gen.  Wayne 
that  we  might  foiim  some  judgement  of  their  wants  of  that  necessary 
article,  we  did  not  Discover  that  they  were  in  a  worse  condition  than 
the  army  in  General.  But  were  informed  by  Gen.  Wayne  that  was 
owing  to  the  Vigilence  of  the  Colonels  &  other  officers  of  his  Corps 
who  had  bought  a  quantity  of  sundry  articles.  Breeches,  Shoes,  &e., 
tnd  suplyed  their  men  with,  that  they  had  not  received  any  cloathing 
from  the  Clothier  Generals,  for  which  reason  we  were  of  oppinion 
that  the  Collection  expected  to  be  made  in  this  State  should  not  be 
delivered  to  the  Clothier  General  or  his  agent  until  the  troops  of  the 
State  be  first  suplyed.  I  therefore  came  here  to  know  what  quantity 
had  been  colleot^  in  this  County.  I  find  a  quantity  has  already 
been  got  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Hooper,  sent  to  Head  Qnar- 

*  This  seems  to  be  a  bUuik  form,  in  which  no  namo  is  inserted,  it  is  found 
in  oonaectioA  witli  the  prsoeding. 
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ten  to  GoL  Clement  Biddle^  Bai  tlie  peisons  appointed  by  the  order 
of  Council  of  the  8th  Noy%  have  hitherto  not  done  Miything  in 
Consequence  thereof.  I  have  endeavoured  to  aee  thoae  Gentlemen, 
&  have  only  met  with  Mr.  Thomas  Silljman  to  whom  I  remonstrated 
the  great  necessity  of  their  Immediate  activity  in  that  Department, 
he  has  promised  me  to  send  expresses  to  the  other  persons  appointed 
to  meet  At  Nazareth  on  Thursday  the  11th  Ins*,  where  I  intend  to  be 
with  them  &  urge  their  Proceeding  to  Collect  all  the  Cloathing  in 
their  power  without  delay,  Mr.  Sillyman  apprehends  there  oughl^o 
be  one  person  appointed  for  each  township,  the  preaent  Number  of 
lilight  being  too  few  for  this  County,  I  shall  request  them  to  store  in 
this  town  what  they  oolieot  (which  I  fear  will  be  but  little)  till  further 
Orders  from  Council. 

For  other  particulars  of  what  past  between  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  &  us  in  Camp,  &c.,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Council  to 
Colonel  Byard,* 

Being  with  due  respeot 

,  Your  Excellencys  most 

obed*  &  most  Humble  Serv^ 

JAB.  YOUNG. 
Easton,  8th  December,  1777.^ 

P.  S.  I  am  well  informed  that  a  large  quantity  of  Leather  Breeches 
has  lately  been  sent  through  this  town  by  Private  Traders  to  New 
England  and  that  still  a  quantity  may  be  purchased  in  this  State 
particularly  in  &  about  Lancaster,  two  days  ago  200  pair  were  offered 
for  sale  here  a  ^6.  10.  ^  pair. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton,  jun'.  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Robert  Levers  to  Timothy  Matlack,  1777, 

Easton,  December  8th,  1777* 
Dear  Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  Directions  I  received,  when  last  at  Lancaster, 
from  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  that  on  my  Return  home,  I 
ahead  make  Enquiry,  whether  or  not  Mr.  Henry  Vanfleck  had 
certainly  procared  a  Pass  from  Col.  Hooper  at  the  time  he  Mr.  Van- 
fieok  passed  the  Delaware,  about  three  weeks  ago ;  I  have  made  the 
necessary  Enquiry,  and  in  consequence  thereof;  beg  leave  to  refer 

*  See  his  letter  on  page  61. 
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CoaiK)il  to  the  eaolosed  affidavit — Mr.  YaDfleok,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  has  not  yet  repaaeed  the  Delaware,  at  least,  at  Easton. 

Yesterday,  and  not  before,  I  reoeived  a  letter  from  the  Honorable 
the  Vice  President,  it  contains,  or  rather  refers  to  an  Enquiry  into 
matters  of  great  Consequence,  which  the  shortness  of  the  Time  does 
not  now  admit  of.  As  soon  as  a  proper  enquiry  can  be  made  and 
affidavits,  if  necessary,  taken,  I  will  transmit  the  whole  to  yoo^  as 
the  Honorable  the  Vice  President  directs. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  Hooper's  discouraging  the  Inhahitatts  of  this 
County  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  it  has  been  too  general  and 
too  glaring  to  deny ;  and  with  respect  to  Passes,  Evidence  thereof 
is  before  Council.  But  as  to  his  Partiality  in  pressing  Waggons  to 
the  distress  of  Whigs  &  the  Relief  of  Tories,  I  believe  the  Informa- 
tion is  ill  founded.  This  County  generally,  may  have  borne  too 
heavy  a  Burden,  as  to  the  furnishing  Waggons,  in  comparison  with 
other  Counties  in  this  State.  Now  I  am  speaking  of  Waggons,  it 
is  necessary  I  shoud  mention,  that  last  Friday  Mr.  Hooper  applied 
to  me,  as  one  of  the  Magistrates,  for  assistance  to  furnish  Twelve 
Waggons  to  go  to  Danbury  in  New  England,  for  Hospital  Stores ; 
upon  a  demand  for  the  said  Waggons  on  Col.  Hooper  from  Dr. 
Thomas  Bond,  Ass.  D.  O.  of  y*  Hospitals,  I  wrote  to  several  of  the 
Justices  immediately,  and  yesterday  we  met,  and  the  Justices  are  of 
opinion,  that  as  no  Instructions  have  been  received  from  Council, 
whereby  they  are  authorized  to  give  Orders  for  impressing  Waggons 
to  go  out  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  they  do  not  think  themselves 
Justifiable,  shoud  they  empower  Mr.  Creider,  Waggon  Master  Geno- 
rsl,  to  impress  Waggons  for  this  Purpose,  without  having  first 
obtained,  an  express  Order  from  Council.  The  Justices  desire  that 
Council  wottd  be  pleased  to  give  them  some  general  Instructions 
relative  to  Waggons,  as  by  the  last  from  Council,  the  Justices  were 
directed,  that  an  application  should  be  first  made  to  Council  from 
the  D.  Q.  M.  Oenl.,  Col.  Hooper.  But  when  I  was  at  Lancaster 
the  first  time.  His  Excellency  the  President,  wrote  by  me  to  Col. 
Hooper,  which  that  Gentleman  shewed  me,  wherein  he  was  instructed, 
if  my  memory  serves  me,  whenever  Waggons  were  wanted  from  this 
County,  to  apply  to  the  Magistrates,  and  thro  them  to  the  Waggoft 
lilaster  GenentI,  and  this  I  apprehend  was  permitted  by  Council, 
that  there  might  be  no  occasion  of  delay ;  and  this  Order  I  think, 
from  Council  to  Mr.  Hooper^  was  peremptory.  Nevertheless,  this 
application  for  Waggons  to  bring  Military  Stores,  is  the  first  that  I 
know  to  have  been  made  to  the  Magistrates,  nor  do  I  apprehend*  this 
iroud  have  been  made,  if  a  difficulty  had  not  arisen  in  the  way  of 
Mr.  Hooper }  for  when  Mr.  Creider,  the  Waggon  Master  General, 
was  dispatched  to  furnish  the  Waggons,  the  inhabitants  called  on 
refused  to  go,  alledging  the  Journey  was  too  far  at  this  Season  of 
the  Year,  and  that  they  woud  not  go  unless  they  were  pressed,  and 
thus  were  the  Magistrates  called  in. 

The  Yioe  President  in  his  Letter  mentions  Mr.  Creider,  as  a  Person 
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from  wbom  InformatioQ  may  be  received.  But,  altho  in  oonse- 
qnenoe  of  the  Order  of  GonDotl  which  first  came  to  the  magistrates 
here,  to  form  the  Waggons  in  this  County  into  Brigades,  Mr.  Greider 
was  appointed  by  the  JasUoes,  Waggon  Master  (General,  he  has 
constantly  acted  under  Mr.  Hooper  as  D.  Q.  M.  Oten\  and  as  I  have 
said  before,  most  frequently,  without  application  to  the  magistrates, 
and  I  do  apprehend  no  Information  can  be  received  from  him.  I 
do  not  mean  to  suggest  any  thing  against  Mr.  Creider,  for  I  believe 
him  to  be  an  honest|  worthy  man,  and  woud  willingly  do  that  which 
is  right. 

It  has  been  matter  of  real  Grief  to  me,  to  see  men  holding  offices 
of  Profit  in  any  department  in  the  United  States,  whose  Hearts  do 
not  appear  to  be  warmed  with  Zeal  for  the  American  Cause.  When 
men  speak  against  or  object  to  taking  the  Test;  or  oath  of  allegiance  , 
to  this  State,  they  do  not  consider  the  almost  irreparable  Injury 
done  to  the  American  Cause.  It  is  such  a  Stumbling  Block  to  the 
Ignorant  as  hardly  can  be  conceived.  This  County  is  a  manifest 
Proof  thereof.  The  Test  is  the  Cry,  but  the  Truth  is,  the  it  dare  not 
be  spoken,  Supposing  Glorious  Independency  is  the  Great  Offence. 
I  have  looked  on  the  Vice  President's  Letter  as  a  Call  on  me,  to 
enquire  and  make  Report,  what  Persons  there  may  be  in  this  County, 
holding  offices  under  Congress,  or  rather,  under  those  appointed  by 
thepi,  who  have  not  either  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State, 
or  any  other.  And  first  Mr.  Hooper.  Again,  Henry  Fullert  Es- 
quire, an  Inhabitant  of  this  Town,  who  by  Council  was  appointed  One 
of  the  Magistrates  for  this  County,  and  declined  serving,  has  been  ap^ 
pointed  thro  the  Influence  of  Col.  Joseph  Dean  &  Mr.  Hooper,  by 
Gol.  Patton,  of  or  near  Reading,  a  deputy  Commissary  of  Purchases 
for  this  County.  I  have  myself  called  on  Mr.  Fullert,  to  know  if  he 
had  taken  the  Test,  he  has  not.  His  Influence  has  been  great  in 
this  County,  In  Excuse  for  taking  it,  he  says  that  Col.  Patton 
promised  him,  to  send  the  oath  prescribed  by  Congress,  and  the  oath 
of  office,  that  he  had  frequently  wrote  to  Col.  Patton,  to  desire  him 
to  send  them,  that  he  might  qualify.  Yesterday  I  mentioned  this 
matter  to  Col.  Dean,  gave  it  as  my  opinion  Mr.  Fullert  was  not  to 
be  justified,  especially  as  he  held  a  lucrative  Post  under  the  States, 
in  neglecting  or  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State. 
Col.  Dean  replied,  that  to  his  Knowledge,  Mr.  Fullert  had  wrote 
several  times  to  Col.  Patton,  desiring  him  to  send  the  allegiance 
oath  directed  by  Congress,  &  oath  of  ^oe,*  that  he  might  take  them. 
Last  Night  I  again  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Fullert,  informed  him  that 
I  looked  on  myself  called  upon  to  report  to  Council  such  Persons  as 
held  offices,  who  hitherto  had  not  given  sufficient  Security  to  the 
Public,  by  swearing  allegiance  to  the  States.  He  still  persisted  in 
the  Excuse,  and  to  my  Surprise,  tho  he  was  at  my  house  to  day, 
neglects  to  take  the  Test  There  is  likewise  at  Bethlehem,  Mr.  John 
Okely,  an  assist*  Quarter  Master,  Mr.  John  Dick,  a  Commissary  of 
IssueSi  and  here  at  Easton,  Mr.  Richard  Bakehonse,  who  are  under 
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DO  Sokmn  Tie  of  allegianoe  to  the  States,  unleiBa  ao  oath  of  allegi- 
aaee  has  been  taken  very  lately  indeed. 

Ton  will  excuse  my  tronbliDg  yon  with  lo  long  a  detail|  bnt  I 
jodged  the  matters  therein  contained  necessary  to  be  known,  and  Jn 

C demanded  of  me  from  the  Vice  President's  Ijetler.  If  Mr. 
ip  has  any  printed  Certificates  respecting  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
I  will  be  glad  yon  will  take  the  tronble  to  desire  him  to  send  me 
Two  Hundred.     I  am 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 
Sir, 

yonr  most  obedient 

hnmble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

IXrteied. 
To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire. 


Resolution  of  Conorbss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  De<f  9, 1777. 
Sesolved, 

That  the  letters  from  Owen  Jones  jnn**  a  prisoner  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Pensylvania  confined  at  Winchester  in  Virginia,  to  sundry 
penons  at  Lancaster  be  transmitted  by  the  board  of  war  to  the 
president  of  the  supreme  executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensyl- 
vania,  &  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authority  of  the 
said  State  to  take  such  messures  on  the  premises  as  they  in  their 
wisdom  shall  deem  meet. 

Extract  from  the  minutes,   * 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


BoABB  of  War  to  Col.  B.  Flowers,  1777. 

WaSf  Office,  DeoF  9, 1777. 

Sir, 

If  therp  are  any  Rifle  Guns  in  the  Stores  deliver  them  to  the  order 
of  Hon^*%The  President  k  Council  of  this  State  to  be  repaired  &  sent  to 
the  Frontiers  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  for  their  iUefence  against 
the  Indians.     You  are  not  to  exceed  the  number  of  one  hundred 

*  See  page  68-56,  74,  98. 
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bttt  this  is.  imagined  to  be  more  than  you  have  in  your 
Possession  as  a  namber  were  ordered  from  Goonoii  to  the  Lieut's  of 
Bedford  &  Wetftmoreland  Counties* 
Your 

h""  Serv* 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

By  Order  of  the  Board. 
Directedj 
To  Col.  B.  Flower,  C.  Q.  M.  S. 


Mittimus  to  Sheriff  of  Lancaster,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  December  the  9th,  1777. 

*"  Whereas  by  the  Confession  of  Jacob  Killer,  George  Adam  France, 
David  Minser,  Samuel^  Bowman  and  Henry  Brental,  all  of  thia 
county,  it  appears  to  this  council,  that  they  on  Saturday  the  sixth 
day  of  this  present  month,  did  in  a  violent  manner  assault  &  take 
from  a  certain  Adam  Kimmel^  divers  horses  (which  had  been  im- 
pressed for  the  service  of  that  state  by  the  said  Adam  Kimmel,  in 
pursuance  of  a  warrant  issued  for  that  purpose  by  this  council)  to  the 
great  vnjury  ofthepuhUck  service  &  in  subversion  of  the  good  order 
.&  regulations  that  have  been  made  &  pursued  for  the  safety  of  the 
Country. 

You  are  therefore  &o.,  to  receive  into  your  Custody  the  s'  J.  E. 
Jui.y  &  them  safely  keep  in  the  Common  Goal  of  your  County  until 
further  order  be  taken  in  the  premises  by  the  Council  or  any  two  of 
the  members  thereof,  for  which  this  shall  be  your  Warrant. 

To  High  Sherif  of  the  County  of  Lancaster. 


President  Wharton  to  Col.  William  Bradforp,  1777. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  December  9th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  rec'  your  letter  of  the  4th  Nov',|  which  I  suppose  should  be 
Dec' — and  laid  it  before  Council.  I  am  truly  sorry  that  we  were 
under  the  necessity  to  born  any  part  of  our  Fleet ;  this  and  the 
evacuation  of  Red  bank  has  given  the  Enemy  great  advantage  over 
us.  However,  it  is  folly  to  repine,  and  I  hope  in  the  end  It  will  be 
found  to  be  of  no  real  advantage  to  them. 

*  See  page  66.  +  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  888. 

t  See  Vol.  v.,  p.  740. 
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I  had  little  doubt  of  furnishing  the  Fleet  with  whiskey  from  henoe 
0ome  time  since,  for  whieh  purpose  I  employed  M'  Adiua  Kimmel 
to  procure  four  Hdgs.  and  impress  two  waggons  to  carry  them, 
and  180  pairs  of  Shoes  and  stockings  for  the  seamen,  but  he  has 
met  with  uncommon  delay  in  procuring  waggons.  I  hope,  l^owr 
eyer  they  will  soon  be  with  you.  . 

At  present,  we  have  little  or  no  money  in  the  Treasury,  but  ex- 
pect it  will  be  replenished  in  a  few  days,  have  therefore  kept  the 
paymaster,  M'  Bradf,  until  some  can  be  signed.  Some  censured 
iiaye  been  past  part  on  our  fleet  which  I  have  now  to  believe 
they  do  not  deserve.  A  letter  which  I  rec*  from  the  Commodore, 
and  if  I  have  time  shall  answer  by  this  opportunity,  explains  some 
matters  very  fully,  and  convinces  me  that  if  the  pass  has  been  lost 
thro  any  mismanagement  it  does  not  lay  with  the  officers  and  men 
of  our  fleet. 

I  am,  sir, 

Your  very  hnmble  serv*, 

T.  WHAKTON,jan'. 
^  P.  S.  The  commodore  is  desirous  to  know  where  the  Fleet  is  to 
be  layed  up  during  the  winter  season — of  this  he  and  the  state  navy 
board  are  the  best  Judges.     I  think  the  wharfs  below  Trenton  will 
be  convenient. 

Directed^ 

To  Colo»  W-  Bradford. 


Statb  of  the  Tbbasurt,  1777. 

Total  to  be  received  of  Assembly  £200,000 

Ditto  of  Congress        .         .         .  75,000 

'  £275,000 

Besides  this  reed,  of  Congress  in  this  year  nearly  £105,000 

Beoeived  at  this  time  of  Assembly  £166^890 

Ditto  of  Congress        .  .  61,888 

£218,778 

Orders  of  Assembly  paid        .         .  £6,582 

Ditto  of  Council        .         .         .        £222,010 

£228,592 

Remains  nnezpend'  of  the  Sum  total  to  be  received  £46,408 

Decern'  10%  1777. 

4* 


82  PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIVBS  1777. 

Fbancis  L.  Lbs  to  Timothy  Matlagk,  1777. 

York  Town,  Dec  10, 1777.* 
ERr, 

The  last  summer  a  Proposal  was  laid  before  your  Assembly,  from 
Virginia,  for  settling  the  Southern  bounderj  between  the  two 
States. 

The  Delegates  of  Virginia  received  an  answer;  but  it  has  mis- 
carried in  its  passage,  and  it  is  now  wanted  by  the  Assembly.    You 
will  therefore  much  oblige  me  if  you  will  procure  a  certified  Copy 
&  send  it  to  me  by  the  firet  opportunity. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  h"«  Servant, 

FRANCIS  LIGHTFOOT  LEE. 

Directed^ 
Timothy  Matlack^  Esquire,  Lancaster. 


Bbsolution  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Dec^  10, 1777. 

Whereas  it  is  essentially  necessary  that  magasines  should  be  season- 
ably provided  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country,  &  many  inhabitants 
through  motives  of  avarice  or  dissatis&ction  refuse  to  thresh  out  their 
grain; 
Besolved : 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  the  com* 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania  forthwith  to  enact  a  law  requiring  all  per- 
sons within  their  State,  at  the  distance  of  70  miles  &  upwards  from 
general  Washington's  head  quarters,  &  below  the  blue  mountains, 
to  thresh  out  their  wheat  &  other  grain  within  as  short  a  period  of 
time  as  the  said  legislature  shall  deem  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  & 
in  case  of  failure  to  subject  the  same  to  seizure,  by  the  commissaries 
&  quarter  masters  of  the  American  army,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  price 
of  straw  only ;  excepting  from  such  penalty  such  families  only,  who 
from  the  absence  of  the  master,  sons  or  servants  in  the  service  of 
their  country,  can  give  good  proof  that  their  compliance  with  the 
said  law  was  not  practicable. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.f 

♦  See  Vol.  V.  p.  418. 

t  See  proolamation  of  Qen.  Woahingtony  to  some  purpose,  December  20, 
1777. 
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Gen.  Pottkb  to  Prbsidbite  Wharton,  177T. 

I  reoei^ed  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  first  instant,  I  was  then 
on  the  other  side  of  Schaylkill,  and  was  drove  about  from  place  to 
friaoe,  that  I  had  not  time  to  Answer  it,  I  thu  day  retomd  to  this 
County  again,  and  hope  there  will  be  Troops  sufficient  here  in  a  day 
or  two  to  keep  all  the  Tories  in  this  Coanty  in  fear,  if  not  in  order, 
I  expect  the  Army  to  march  to*morrow  if  it  did  not  to  day,  Dr. 
Way  has  been  in  Phila.  twice,  I  have  a  good  oppinion  of  the  Doctor,  & 
know  he  has  done  service  to  us  in  some  Instances,  &  has  got  some  of 
our  friends  released,  he  must  Trim  it  a  little  or  he  cannot  be  of  use 
to  us.  I  need  not  say  any  thing  about  Gen.  Howe's  glorious  Expe- 
dition against  our  Army  as  the  particulars  have  reached  you  before 
this,  however  I  can't  but  observe  that  their  mighty  boasting  may 
jnstly  be  compared  to  a  sudden  blast  of  wind.  The  have  returned  to 
Phila.,  and  Gen.  Washington,  is  not  drove  over  the  Susquehanah, 
their  departure  was  precipitate  the  left  their  Salt  ft  Salt  pork  behind 
them,  our  principal  loss  was  our  Worthy  General  Irvine,  we  must 
have  a  Winters  Campaign,  l  hope  the  Council  will  appoint  some 
more  Brigadiers,  that  I  may  for  some  time  be  Relieved,  I  am  con- 
Tinced  the  Council  will  not  expect  that  I  can  stand  this  Winter  cam- 
paign also,  in  the  last  years  I  have  been  but  three  weeks  at  home,  it 
is  time  I  should  go  to  see  my  family,  my  affiiirs  calls  loudly  for  it, 
I  believe  fighting  is  over  foe  some  time,  I  am  willing  to  do  any  thins 
in  my  power  to  serve  my  Country,  but  it  is  necessary  that  I  should 
have  a  little  rest, 
lam 

with  great  respect 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant 

JAS.  POTTEB. 

P.  S.  We  have  in  the  gaurd  one  meat  of  a  vessel,  5  Sealers,  one 
British  soldeer,  prisners,  we  took  two  Barges  at  the  same  time. 

XHrectedy  • 

To  Blis  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Iir  Lancaster. 

Camp,  Chester  County  Dec,  11, 1777. 
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Board  op  Wab  to  PassiDBirr  WflARToy,  1777. 

War  Office,  12th,  Dec.,  1777, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  Letter  from  Mrs.  Dorcas  Hont- 

Eimery,  who  eame  out  of  Phila.,  to  solicit  permission  to  go  to 
arope  with  her  Child  that  is  in  a  very  weak  state  of  Health,  ft 
recommended  hy  her  Docters  to  take  a  sea  Voyage  which  they  oon- 
eeive  will  have  a  very  salutary  effect.     Mrs.  Montgomery  thinks  it 

{»rndi^it  to  make  this  application,  that  she  may  not  be  viewed  in  the 
ight  of  a  Deserter  from  her  Country,  on  the  contrary  she  has  proved 
herself  a  friend  by  the  Loans  of  Money  to  the  Continent.  She  is 
desirous  of  having  some  assurance  that  her  Fortune  may  not  be 
injured.  The  Board,  Sir,  conceive  that  no  ill  Consequences  can  arise 
from  her  being  indulged,  but  as  this  is  properly  a  State  affidr,  the 
Board  beg  leave  to  refer  to  your  Excellency. 
I  have  the  honor 

to  be  Sir,  your 

humble  Servant 

JOS.  NOURSE,  D.  S. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jun"  Esq.,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pensylvania. 
"^  Mr.  Montgomery. 


Resolutions  of  Assembly,  1777. 

In  General  Assembly,  Friday  Dec.  12th,  1777,  A.  M. 

The  House  resumed  the  Consideration  of  the  Resolves  of  Con* 
gress,  and  the  third  of  them  being  read  and  Debated,  It  was  there- 
upon 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  most  earnestly  Recommend  tp 
bis  Excellency  the  President,  Vice-President  and  Executive  Council 
of  the  State  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  that  Justice  be  duly 
administred  therein  as  well  for  the  Recovery  of  Debts,  as  for  the 
punishment  of  Crimes  and  Mis-demeanors,  agreeable  to  the  whole- 
some Laws  of  this  Common  Wealth. 

Eodem  Die  p.  m. 

The  seventh  Resolve  was  then  read  &  after  some  considerable 
Time  spent  in  Debate  and  Deliberatioo,  It  was 
Resolved,  That  it  be  Recomended  to  his  Excellency  the  president, 
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Tioe-president  &  Sapreme  Executive  Goanoil  to  exert  their  best 
Eodeavours  to  proeare,  Collect  &  distribate  the  Cloathing  mentioned 
in  the  said  seventh  Resolve  of  Congress,  among  the  Soldiers  and 
officers  of  the  Battalions  of  this  State  belonging  to  the  Continental 
Army^  agreeable  to  the  Mode  laid  down  in  the  said  Resolve. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr. 

Clk  of  Gen.  aas^. 


F&ESIDSNT  WhAETON  TO  MaJ.  GbN.  ABMSIBONa,  1777* 

In  Gonncil,  Lancaster^  Dec  12thy  1777. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasare  of  receiving  your  two  letters  of  the  4th  and 
7th  Instant,  which  I  layed  before  the  Council,  whose  thanks  you 
have  for  Ude  Contents. 

The  precipitate  retreat  of  the  enemy,  after  so  much  Gasconading, 
is  a  convincing  proof  that  their  army  is  not  so  formidable  as  they 
would  wish  us  to  believe,  or  that  they  put  great  dependance  in  our 
want  of  bravery,  and  therefore  expected  our  army  would  retreat 
from  hill  to  hill  as  soon  as  they  approached,  they  have  however  been 
disappointed,  and  I  trust  we  shall  benefit  by  this  last  movement  of 
theirs.  The  Conduct  of  our  militia  gives  me  real  pain,  Council  is 
informed  from  various  hands  that  they  have  behaved  very  infa- 
mously. The  loss  of  our  worthy  General  Irwin,  I  have  been  in- 
formed, was  owing  entirely  to  their  base  behaviour.  I  fiatter  myself 
that  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  will  fall  on  a  mode  to 
fill  the  battalions  in  the  Continental  Service,  so  as  the  necessity  of 
calling  out  the  militia  may  in  a  great  measure  be  dispensed  with— 
respecting  Mr.  Penn  and  Mr.  Chew,  Council  has  not  lately  heard 
ftoy  thing  about  them,  if  they  are  to  bo  removed  it  will  be  by  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  War.  This  ^  Express,  ^  whom  I  beg 
you  to  communicate  any  intelligence  worth  Notice. 
I  am,  with  respect,  Dear  Sir, 

Tour  very  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jon'. 

Major  Gen'l  Armstrong. 
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Council  to  Board  of  War,  1777. 

Lancaster^  DeO'  12, 1777. 
Oentlemen, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Council  of  this  State,  to  apply  to  your  hon- 
orable board  for  a  number  of  arms  which  remain  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Robert  Towers,  and  a  niimber  which  are  at  Allentown,  both 
parcels  at  the  present  altogether  unfit  for  Service,  which  Council 
will  have  repaired  as  soon  as  possible,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
people  of  Westmoreland  and  Bedford  counties,  to  enable  them  to 
repel  the  Indians,  who  are  killing  and  Scalping  the  inhabitants  of 
those  counties,  if  your  board  Shall  order  them  to  be  delivered  for 
that  purpose.  About  five  hundred  Aims  will  be  wanted  for  each  of 
these  counties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servant. 

Hn'ble  Board  of  War. 


Council  to  Gbn.  Anthony  "Wayne,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  December  12th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  duly  receivd  your  favor,*  which  I  layed  before  Council.  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Militia  law  of  this  State  is  inadequate  to 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  and  has  greatly  injured  the  recruit- 
ing Service.  Their  embodiment  has  draind  our  Treasury,  by  the 
enormous  Sums  of  Money  advanced  for  Substitutes  &  not  yet 
recovered,  &  has  taken  many  of  our  useful  Farmers  &  tradesmen  ftom 
their  Habitations  to  the  great  Injury  of  the  Publick,  without  rendlsr- 
ing  that  Service  which  was  expected  from  them,  and  this  owing  to 
a  variety  of  causes. 

The  representatives  of  the  State  are  now  convened.  I  under* 
stand  they  see  the  inefficiency  of  that  law,  &  will  adopt  other  rega« 
lations  less  injurious  to  this  Commonwealth,  and  give  full  scope  to 
the  exertions  that  may  be  made  for  filling  the  Battalions  of  Conti* 
nental  Troops  of  this  State,  for  from  them  we  must  expect  success 
against  our  Enemies  and  the  full  establishment  of  Independance. 

The  Cloathing  of  our  Troops  is  also  a  matter.of  most  serious  con- 
sequence, and  demands  our  greatest  attention.  The  Council  of 
Safety,  above  a  year  since,  well  apprized  of  the  mischief  that  would 
attend  any  neglect  in  this  business,  were  laying  Schemes  to  procure 
a  full  stock  of  whatever  might  be  necessary,  as  well  for  the  Regi- 
ments  of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Service,  as  for  our  Fleet, 

*  See  page  26. 
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(which  this  Country  was  then  able  to  yield  withont  difficnlty,)  and 
they  had  actually  seoiured  a  considerable  Quantity.  But  findings  by 
a  Resolve  of  Congress,  a  Clothier  General  appointed,  (which  resolve 
he  himself  layed  before  Council,  at  the  same  time  assureing  them 
that  he  would  use  every  means  in  his  Power  to  provide  the  neces- 
sary Cloathing  for  the  Army,  and  that  a  competition  in  purchasers 
would  tend  to  raise  the  prices,  but  not  increase  the  quantity,)  it  was 
intirely  given  up  by  them.  After  this,  it  is  distressing  to  hear, 
from  what  cause  soever,  that  our  poor  Soldiers  have  not  receivd  the 
necessary  Supplies.  Congress  has  very  lately  passed  a  Resolve, 
recommending  to  the  different  Legislatures,  to  provide  Cloathing  on 
the  best  terms  they  can,  in  addition  to  what  the  Cloathier  General 
may  procure,  taking  special  care  not  to  interfere  with  his  purchasincr 
Agents,  and  supply  the  Troops  of  their  own  State,  both  Officers  and 
Men,  at  such  reasonable  prices  as  he  may  assess  them,  the  Loss  to  fall 
on  the  United  States.  This  step,  I  flatter  myself,  will  soon  be  gone 
into,  &  money  advanced  by  Congress  to  defray  the  Ezpences;  and! 
hope,  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible,  every  shadow  of  complaint  on 
this  score  will  bo  removed,  and  the  Army  supplied  on  reasonable 
terms.  Until  this  measure  takes  place  Council  cannot  interfere, 
with  any  degree  of  propriety,  with  the  Payment  of  Monies  for 
Cloathing  purchased  by  order  of  any  of  the  Officers,  as  it  lies  intirely 
with  the  Clothier  General,  to  whom,  or  the  Board  of  War,  appiica- 
tion  should  bo  made,  who  have,  I  suppose,  hands  for  that  purpose  ; 
on  this  account,  if  no  other  difficulty  interposed.  Council  could  not 
pay  the  sum  you  desire  to  Mr.  Zantzinger,  altho  at  the  same  time 
they  highly  commend  your  Humanitv  and  attention  to  the  distressed 
Men  under  your  Command.  Council,  however,  would  most  cheer- 
fully, upon  some  terms  or  other,  have  put  the  money  in  Mr.  Zant- 
singers  hands,  so  that  neither  your  reputation  nor  his  Interest  should 
suffer,  but  our  Treasury  is  absolutely  exhausted — and  altho  we 
shortly  expect  a  small  supply,  yet  the  calls  upon  us  are  so  very  consi- 
derable, not  only  for  the  Payment  of  the  Militia  and  the  Boats 
Crews,  but  for  other  indispenaible  purposes  of  the  State,  that  it  will 
go  but  little  way.  in  discharge  of  those  numerous  demands,  nor  can 
we  depend  on  Coogress  at  this  time  for  help  as  formerly,  a  Col- 
lection of  Blankets,  Shoes  &  Stockings,  and  indeed  other  Cloathing, 
has  been  ordered  by  Council,  for  which  purpose  Commissioners  in 
each  County  are  appointed.  These  have  been  directed  into  the  Clo- 
thier Generals  hands  for  the  common  Service,  and  this  with  the 
highest  reason,  as  he  is  furnished  with  money  to  pay  for  them.  If 
the  danger  of  reproach,  as  partially  limitting  the  care  of  Council  to 
our  own  people,  which  has  been  sounded  loudly  against  some  of  the 
States,  (a  conduct  avoided  with  care  by  Pennsilvania,)  had  not  kept 
ns  to  the  generous  course  w*^  we  have  taken,  the  want  of  funds 
would  have  done  it. 

Gen.  Ant.  Wayne. 
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(Circular)  of  Council,  177T. 

Lancaster^  12  December^  1777. 
Sir, 

In  the  preseni  invaded  condition  of  this  state,  it  is  highly  proper 
that  care  be  takeil  to  secure  the  Pablio  Records  and  Papers.  The 
extensive  connection  which  these  evidences  have  with  private  pro- 
perty, and  the  great  disputes  and  eonfusion  that  would  unavoidably 
ensue  upon  the  loss  of  them,  strongly  urge  their  removal,  not  only 
from  immediate,  but  also  from  probable  danger.  Without  enter- 
taining any  doubts  of  the  success  of  our  glorious  struggle.  Council 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  mischiefs  which  may  perhaps  be  done  by 
the  partisans  of  the  enemy,  in  sudden  and  unforseen  incursions, 
(incidents  which  no  army  can  entirely  prevent,)  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided against.  For  this  purpose,  they  enjoin  you  to  send  the 
Records,  Books  and  Papers  of  your  Office,  in  safe  custody  and  care- 
fully packed,  to  the  house  of  John  Van  Campen,  Esq'.,  whenever 
the  movements  of  the  Enemy  shall  make  that  measure  prudent  & 
necessary,  recommending  them  to  the  keeping  of  the  said  John  Vaa 
Campen,  Esq'. 

In  the  mean  time  I  am  directed  to  ask  a  line  of  information  bj 
the  first  opportunity,  concerning  the  present  situation  of  the  public 
papers  in  your  hands,  or  belonging  to  your  Offices ;  and  to  assure 
you,  that  you  will  be  reimbursed  the  necessary  charges  of  removing 
them,  as  directed. 

The  County  of  Bucks  are  directed  to  send  their  records  to  your 
care  immediately,  and  on  their  arrival  you  are  to  Secure  them  in  the 
most  effectual  manner,  and  to  remove  them  to  Mr.  Van  Campen's, 
at  the  same  time  that  you  Send  the  records  of  your  County  there. 

The  Council  depend  on  your  prudence  and  attention  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  important  trust. 
I  am  with 

great  respect 

your  very 

humble  servant 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo'y. 
(Copy.) 

N.  B.  Any  other  public  papers  which  may  be  in  your  county,  not 
tinder  the  care  of  their  proper  officers,  you  will  please  to  consider 
as  within  the  intention  of  this  order. 

Yours  relating  to  Mr.  Hooper,  &c.,  is  received. 
To  Rob*  Levers,  Esq'.,  Northampton. 

*  Partly  printed  in  handbill  and  partly  in  MS. 
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Presidknt  Whabton  to  Elias  Boudinot,  1777- 

Lenoaster,  De<f  18tb,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  9th  Instant,  and  return  you 
many  tbanka  for  the  intelligence  yon  are  pleased  to  communicate; 
it  18  Tery  acceptable  to  Council,  who  will  be  much  obliged  by  a  con- 
tinuance of  your  information.  I  fully  expected  that  a  general  battle 
would  have  been  fought,  as  there  seems  little  doubt  that  the  enemy 
came  out  with  that  determination,  that  they  have  been  egregiously 
disappointed  is  very  apparent,  their  precipitate  retreat  disgraoes  them 
much,  and  must  lessen  the  confidence  which  the  Friends  to  Govern- 
ment, as  they  Stile  themselves,  has  placed  in  them  from  this  move- 
ment of  theirs.  I  think  much  may  be  gathered,  they  are  not  so 
Strong  as  many  believed  them,  or  they  expected  our  army  would 
retire  upon  their  approach. 

The  base  conduct  of  our  militia  gives  me  much  pain,  the  loss  of 
General  Irwin  to  this  State  is  very  considerable,  as  he  was  a  brave 
Tigilant  Officer.  I  hope  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  will 
adopt  some  mode  that  will  effectually  fill  the  battallions  oS  this  State 
in  the  Continental  Service,  so  that  there  may  be  little  or  no  neces- 
sity to  call  out  the  militia.  I  hope  our  troops  may  not  retire  to 
winter  quarters  and  leave  our  country  open  to  the  ravages  and 
insults  of  the  enemy,  possibly  some  opportunity  may  turn  up  in  the 
coarse  of  the  winter  for  our  army,  if  they  should  be  near  the  enemy 
to  attack  them,  with  a^ood  prospect  of  success,  which;  if  scattered, 
or  at  a  great  distance,  cannot  be  put  in  execution. 
I  am^  with  great  respect, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  hum.  Serv*. 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  J'. 

Elias  Boudinot^  Esq'. 


Council  to  Gen.  Potter,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  December  13th,  1777. 
Sir, 

Council  being  very  anxious  to  know  what  is  passing  in  your 
quarter,  as  they  understand  you  are  on  the  West  side  of  Schuylkill, 
have  ordered  the  bearer  Step"  Sutton  who  they  send  Express,  to  call 
upon  you  on  his  way  to  Head  Quarters  and  will  thank  you  for  any 
intelligence  that  you  may  think  worth  communicating.^ 
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The  late  movement  of  the  Enemy  I  think  has  disgraced  them 
much — after  bo  much  Oaseonadiog  they  should  have  attacked  yon — 
it  convinces  me  that  they  are  not  so  formidable  as  they  have  ffivea 
oat,  or  that  they  expected  our  army  would  retreat  immediately  oa 
their  approach. 

The  conduct  of  our  Militia  gives  me  much  uneasiness — and  the 
Loss  of  Gen.  Irwin  I  much  regret,  as  he  is  a  brave  Vigilant  officer, 
I  hope  the  Legislature  will  adopt  some  mode  to  fill  the  Battalion  of 
this  State  in  Continental. Service  so  as  there  may  be  little  or  no  ne- 
cessity to  send  the  Militia  to  camp. 

I  have  several  times  ordered  some  News  Papers  to  be  sent  to  you 
for  the  perusal  of  yourself  &  officers^  I  hope  they  got  safe  to  hand — 
aome  goes  by  this  Express^ 

I  am 

with  respect 

gr  your  very 

Hum.  Scrv*. 
J)ir€Ctedf 

To  Genl  Potter. 


GbN.  ABMSTBONa  TO  PRESIDENT  WhABTON,   1777. 

Camp  on  N.  Wales  Road  near  the 
Spring  TaveiVy  14th  Dee^,  1777. 
Dear  Sir^ 

I  hope  you  have  rec'd  my  several  letters  by  Express  and  CoIL 
Blain — and  that  the  honorable  Council  will  accept  with  mine,  the 
thanks  of  the  officers  &  privates  of  the  Militia  for  the  NeWs-papen. 
I  hope  Gen'l  Potter  now  in  Chester  County  has  taken  care  to  acquaint 
vou  of  the  dispersion  of  his  Brigade  on  the  11th  Ins*  by  a  superior 
body  of  the  Enemy  then  out  as  I  suppose  on  the  Foraging  business. 
I  can  neither  ascertain  his  loss;  nor  whether  his  men  are  yet  come 
in,  but  hope  by  this  time  they  may. 

I  am  now  to  inform  you  that  Gen'l  Washington  having  moved 
^  over  the  Schuylkill  with  the  whole  of  his  army  in  order  most  probably 
to  take  a  Position  on  that  side  for  the  Winter — ^I  am  for  the  present 
left  here  to  attempt  covering  a  large  country  with  about  one  thousand 
of  our  Militia;  a  task  perhaps  impossible  fully  to  effect  by,  nor  was 
it  effected  by  the  whole  army — true  the  good  General  does  not  mean 
that  this  or  several  other  branches  of  his  instructions  can  by  any  suoh 
handful  of  men  be  wholly  complied  with^  but  only  to  do  what  we  can 
with  reasonable  safety  to  the  whole.  I  am  willing  for  a  few  days  to 
risk  anything  I  can^  hopeing  now  the  army  will  appear  on  the  banks 
of  the  Schuylkill  on  equal  ground  &  probably  insult  the  enemy  at 
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the  Middle  Ferry)  that  they  may  go  oat  &  give  Battle  to  our 
army,  under  this  view  I  wish  the  Oeirl  to  retain  hia  whole  atreogth, 
but  if  Gen.  Howe  does  not  attack  our  army  in  one  week^  I  think  he 
will  not  this  winter,  hat  only  send  detachments  to  Forrage  &  plunder 
where  it  may  he  done  with  the  least  impunity,  indeed  hoth  sides  the 
Schuylkill  cannot  he  tolerahly  saved  without  dividing  for  the  winter 
the  Continental  army  to  which  I  douht  the  Gen'l  wUl  not  accede,  ft 
to  which  I  confess  there  is  one  or  two  potent  ohjections.  The  Chief 
design  of  this  letter  is,  and  to  wc^  I  flatter  myself  the  Council  will 
pay  the  most  early  attention,  that  one  or  two  Brigadiers  Oeneral 
may  be  appointed  for  the  State — Sorry  I  am  that  the  Choices  of 
Council  on  this  important  point  are  not  more  numerous  ft  easy,  but 
Buch  is  the  necessity  of  the  case  that  something  must  suddenly  be 
done.  Even  before  the  loss  of  Oen  Irwin  and  since  Gen.  Potter  has 
several  times  told  me  he  can  not  by  any  means  stay  out  thb  winter. 
With  regard  to  myself,  the  language  of  nature,  ft  common  sense 
Bofficiently  argues  against  a  Winter  Campaign  of  this  sort,  not  perhaps 
two  nights  in  one  place,  and  altho^  my  determination  was  not  to  relax 
a  single  day  whilst  anything  important  was  in  view,  or  during  the 
active  part  of  the  Campaign,  yet  did  I  fully  expect  it  would  have 
been  closed  more  than  a  month  ago.  • 

Permit  me  at  this  crisis  to  name  a  few  names — Col.  Penrose  I  have 
beard  well  spoken  of,  but  never  saw  that  Gen^' — also  Col.  Morris 
somewhat  less,  also  unacquainted — Col.  Bradford  I  fear  too  old— 
a  Col  Delaney.  There  is  a  L*  Col.  Connor  in  the  Continental  line, 
whether  he  wou'd  accept  I  know  not.  He  is  a  genteel  man,  ft  an 
active  good  officer,  but  has  not  had  such  a  standing  in  the  Province 
as  cou'd  be  wished— Col.  Bull  is  known  to  the  Council.  It  might 
not  be  impossible  to  bring  in  Gen.  Reed,  that  wou'd  be  doing  business 
to  purpose  but  it  must  be  in  high  rank,  and  a  delicate  point  first  to 
be  conscntably  fixed  with  Gen.  Potter.  Please  to  forgive  these 
liberties  perfectly  submitted  as  they  are  ft  thrown  out  from  the  mere 
anxiety  I  have  to  assist  your  choice,  but  shou'd  be  happy  to  think 
yon  cou'd  fall  upon  objects  still  more  proper,  two  Brigadiers  appear 
to  be  few  enough,  by  this  means  some  reliefe  cou'd  be  yielded,  as 
there  are  but  few  men  who  can  serve  constantly  in  the  MUitia. 
I  am  Sir  with  perfect 

respect  your  Excellency's  most 

Obed*  humble  Serv* 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

P.  S.  *  I  hope  to  be  soon  favoured  with  the  result  of  Council  on  the 
above,  and  whoever  is  appointed  must  immediately  appear  for  duty. 
J}irected: 

On  the  Publick  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton^  Esq.,  Lancaster. 
Favoured  by  Y 

Doctor  Duffield  j 
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Lt's  Smith  and  Keachlinb,  1777. 

RockhUL  Decern'  y  14"»,  1777- 
6ir, 

On  reoeiving  information  of  a  large  auantitj  of  woolen  Cloatlis 
Being  convaid  to  tho  grate  swamp  said  to  be  private  property,  ingaged 
us  to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  make  the  Discovery,  and  found 
said  goods  Depozi"*  in  the  hands  of  Robert  Ban*  in  said  swamp  which 
we  have  taken  into  our  possion,  the  quantity  is  nine  large  ^lea  of 
Cloathes,  &  five  small  Bales  of  Sattens. 

As  the  said  goods  seems  to  us  to  be  very  proper  to  oloath  our 
army,  we  should  be  very  glade  to  be  further  advised, by  your  Exeo' 
what  further  steps  to  take  in  said  affair  as  we  apprehend  the  goods 
are  not  ar  present  in  a  proper  place  of  Safety. 
We  have  tho  Honour 

D'  S'  to  Be  y  Excelly'-  hub'e  S* 
SAM'L  SMITH. 
AND'W  KEACHLINB. 

N.  B.  We  Received  the  first  information  of  said  goods  by  Ool. 
More  of  Phila.,  County  who  have  been  out  on  said  Business  for  sum 
Concid*  time  there  is  sum  cost  aorued  in  this  affair  which  we  maJce 
no  doubt  of  being  allowed. 

Directed. 

To  His  Ezeo^  Thomas  Wharton;  Esq.,  President  of  the  BzoutiTd 
Council. 


Colonel  Clbmbnt  Biddlb  to  Prbsidknt  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp,  Gulph  Mill,  December  14, 1777. 
Sir, 

As  the  Legislature  of  this  State  have  repealed  the  Ordinance 
regulating  the  prices  of  Forage,  &c.,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that 
the  most  dangerous  Consequences  will  ensue  unless  some  mode  is 
adopted  to  secure  a  constant  supply  for  the  Army,  which  is  now  the 
greatest  part  on  the  West  side  of  Schuylkii. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  you  to  represent  to  the  Legislature  the 
necessity  of  formiqg  some  Plan  to  secure  a  constant  sapply,  and  for 
forming  the  necessary  magazines  in  our  rear,  to  answer  this  neces- 
sary purpose. 

The  removing  all  Forage  between  us  &  the  Enemy  is  constantly 
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attended  to,  but  our  cbief  Depondonce  must  be  from  tbe  Goootry 
back  -of  uBf  as  tbe  Eoem j  bave  ravaged  the  Country  below. 

I  request  the  favour  of  you  to  traQsmit  me  any  Law  that  may  be 
passed  for  this  purpose,  that  I  may  pay  the  earliest  attention  thereto. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

most  obed'  serv<, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLB. 
Com'  Forage. 

Directed^ 

On  public  service.     To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Es- 
quire, President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania|  Lancaster. 


Board  of  War  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  y  15««»  December,  1777. 
Sir, 

Tbe  Board  have  directed  me  to  request  your  Exoellenoy  will 
please  to  let  the  Bearer,  Mr.  Jacob  Sattler,  have  the  Draft  drawn 
io  bis  favour,  by  Owen  Jones,  Jr.,  on  Matthias  Slough,  &  which  I 
bad  the  honour  of  transmitting  you  a  few  days  ago. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  very  humble  serv*, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  8. 
Directed  f 

On  public  service.     To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junr., 
Eeqr.,  President  of  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Order  of  Council  op  Safbtt, 

Lancaster;  Dec'r,  1777. 
Ordered  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  an  Ordinance  of 
tbe  Council  of  Safety,  of  the  %^^  November  last,  to  collect  Arms, 
Blankets  &  Cloathing,  be  impowered  to  appoint  assistants  &  to  use 
Force  where  it  may  be  necessary  \  and  all  officers,  civil  &  military, 
&  others,  are  requested  &  commanded  to  aid  &  assist  them  in  the 
Ezecution  of  the  premises,  and  the  s*  Commissioners  are  impow- 
ered to  aUow  reasonable  Wages  to  their  Assistants,  during  the  time 
they  ehall  be  so  employed. 

*  See  pages  68-56,  74,  79r 
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-    Georgb  Stbvbnson  to  Peksidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Carlisle,  15"»  Dec%  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

As  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  Camberland  County,  by  an 
Ordinance  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety,  made  at  Lane  the  21*^  of 
Oct'  last,  appointed,  I  have  caused  the  personal  Estate  of  the  fol- 
lowing Persons  to>  be  seized,  viz :  Alez'r  M'^Donald,  Kennet 
M^'Kinzie,'  Edw^  Erwin,  William  Simpson,  Hugh  Gwin,  William 
M^Pherson,  and  Robert  Steel;  their  personal  Estates  consists  of 
Horses,  Cattle,  Wheat,  Rye,  Oats,*and  Hay,  also  some  Household 
Goods  of  little  Value.  They  are  now  in  the  care  of  Neighbours, 
whose  Obligations  I  have  conditioned  for  the  Delivery  of  them  to 
me,  when  required;  the  Horses  and  CattTe  are  kept  at  Ezpenoe. 
The  Wives  and  Children  are  doubtless  now  eating  of  the  Grain.  I 
have  made  those  seizures  on  the  Evidence  of  Edward  West,  Robert 
Steel,  and  Thomas  Kinsloe,  who,  on  their  Examination  before  two 
of  the  Justices  here,  said  that  the  Persons  above  named  were  in 
General  Howe's  Camp,  at  Philad%  which  Examinations  were  laid 
before  you  by  Francis  West,  soon  after  they  were  taken. 

Sundrie  Persons,  since  the  Seizure,  have  called  on  me  and  said 
that  the  above  named  Persons  are  indebted  to  them.  Ought  not 
the  just  Demands  of  the  Neighbours,  against  those  People,  to  be 
paid  ? 

Some  of  the  Inhabitants  say  that  the  Wives  and  Children  of  the 
above  named  Persons  must  be  maintained  with  the  Effects  of  their 
Husbands  and  Parents,  others  say  they  must  be  maintained  by  the 
Townships;  I  differ  in  Opinion  with  both,  and  think  they  ought  to 
be  sent  to  Gen'^  Howe's  Camp,  to  their^  Husbands  and  Parents. 
Why  should  Whig  Inhabitants  support  the  Families  qf  the  Enemies 
of  tbeir  Country  ?  I  believe  the  War  was  brought  on  by  such,  tho' 
they  moved  in  an  higher  Sphere,  and  I  believe  all  Ranks  of  them 
have  contributed  all  in  their  power  to  carry  it  on.  If  the  Effects 
of  these  People  are  to  support  their  Wives  and  Children,  I  ask  what 
share  are  they  to  have — they  ought  not  to  starve. 

Robert  Steel  returned  from  Howe's  Camp  in  Company  with  £d- 
ward  West,  who  was  committed  to  Carlisle  Prison  with  him.  West 
was  enlarged  on  bail  in  tbe  trifling  sum  of  £300,  Steel  continued 
in  Prison,  their  Crime  was  the  very  same. 

A  Mare  belonging  to  Steel  (of  no  great  value)  is  taken,  the  only 
Goods  known  to  belong  to  him.  As  he  returned  from  Howe's 
Camp,  and  lies  in  Jail,  he  thinks  it  hard  that  his  Mare  should  be 
confiscated.     What  shall  be  done  in  this  case  ? 

1  have  been  of  the  Opinion,  from  the  Beginning  of  this  War, 
that  the  Estate  of  every  Man  who  showed  himself  to  be  his  Coan. 
trie's  Foe,  ought  to  have  been  immediately  seized ;  but  before  any 
Bale  the  Commissioner  ought  to  have  been  authoriied  to  issao  a 
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Venire,  directed  to  the  Sheriff,  to  Bnmmon  an  Inqnest,  to  enquire, 
on  Oath  or  Affirmation,  whether  the  Owner  of  such  Estate  was  an 
£neni J  or  a  Friend  to  his  Country  ?  and  make  a  truer  Inquisition, 
under  their  Hands  and  Seals,  according  to  their  Evidence.  If  the 
Inquest  found  the  Owner  an  Enemy,  the  Goods  of  Course  must  be 
confiscated,  and  after  such  Proceedings  had,  I  should  have  no  Hesi- 
tation to  sell  the  Estate,  and  I  think  the  Buyer  would  have  a  good 
Title,  but  as  the  above  recited  Ordinance  stands,  I  am  of  Opinion 
it  lodges  too  much  Power  in  one  Man. 

Under  the  said  Ordinance  I  have  seized,  and  I  think  I  must  pro- 
ceed to  Sale,  not  as  the  Effects  of  my  Judgment,  but  of  Necessity, 
otherwise  great  Part  of  the  Goods  will  eat  up  theiif Value  in  a  short- 
Time. 

I  forwarded  the  Petition  of  the  unfortunate  Daniel  Shelly,  and 
in  Letters  mentioned  his  Case  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
more  than  once,  and  hitherto  have  not  received  an  Answer.  I  am 
fully  persuaded  his  Affirmation  is  Truth.  McDonald,  named  in  his 
Affirmation,  is  the  very  Man  first  named  in  this  Letter.  The  Man 
w^o  accompanied  Parson  Batwell  to  Shell/s  House,  tho^  no  Person 
privy  to  the  taking  of  Shelly's  Examination,  knew  any  thing  of  him 
at  that  Time.  Shelly  is  now  confined  in  the  same  Place  with,  and 
treated  in  the  same  Manner  as  the  obstinate  Jersey  Tories  are,  who 
were  taken  in  Arms  against  the  United  States ;  they  are  bad  Com- 
pany for  a  State  Witness.  1  would  not  be  understood  to  palliate 
bis  Crimes ;  whatever  they  were,  they  were  conditionally  pardoned^ 
therefore,  he  is  now  confined  as  a  State  Evidence  only.  He  always 
has  said  he  can  find  Bail  for  his  appearance  at  any  Court,  and  for 
his  good  Behaviour  in  the  mean  Time,  not  in  the  sum  of  £800,  but 
in  J£3000,  nay,  ^10,000. 

I  humbly  request  an  Answer  to  this  Letter,  as  soon  as  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  can  spare  Time  from  Matters  of  a  greater 
Importance^  to  read  it,  and  am, 
Genf, 

y  most  obed* 

H"«  Serv*, 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 

P.  S.  Bobert  Steel  and  Thomas  Kinslo,  having  been  at  Camp 
with  Oen.  Howe,  retum'd  in  Company  with  Edward  West,  and 
were  committed  with  him.  They  say  they  are  willing  to  swear 
Allegiance  to  the  State,  and  can  find  Bail  as  West  has.  Queere. 
May  the  Justices  here  admit  them  to  Bail. 

I}£rec(edf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junr.,  Esqr.,  President, 
and  other  Members,  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Penn- 
aylvania. 
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Joseph  KiekbrIdb  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Bellvue,  Buoka  County,  15*>»  Deo',  1777. 
Sir, 

I  yesterday  had  the  Hon'r  of  receiv'g  your  Ezcellenoy's  Com- 
mands of  the  5^"  Inst :  and  shall  make  the  most  speedy  Complyanco 
in  my  power.  I  have  lately  given  the  most  press  g  directions  for  y* 
recovery  of  the  sub :  money,  &o.,  throughout  the  Eight  classes,  and 
tho'  we  find  many  among  the  Non  Confoi:mists  Very  unable  to  pay 
the  sums  rated  on  them ;  Nevertheless,  I  am  not  without  good  hopes 
X)f  procuring  a  considerable  Ballance  in  favour  of  the  States.  Your 
Excellency  may  depend  I  will  again  presB  this  matter,  and  transmit 
the  money  arrising  immediately  into  the  Treasury. 

As  soon  as  I  can  procure  a  return  from  my  Sub  Lieut"  of  the 
Militia  who  have  turn'd  out  in  their  respective  Class's,  shall  send  it 
forward. 

I  Expect  Col.  Lacey,  who  Commands  the  Militia  now  on  duty,  has 
made  your  Excellency  a  return  of  their  numbers,  as  he  has  not  done 
it  through  me  as  I  Expect'd  In  a  letter  to  Col.  Gill,  he  mentions 
806,  rank  &  file,  with  a  proportionable  No  of  ofiicers,  which  is  I 
apprehend  near  the  true  state. 

I  have  the  Hour  to  be  with  utmost  respect 

Your  Ezcelency's  most  obed*  Hb»«  Serv*, 

JO.  KIRKBRIDE. 
Directed, 

His  Excelency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State, 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 


Jambs  Tilghman  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Chester  Town,  Maryland,  Dec  IS**,  1777, 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  the  favour  of  your  Letter  of  the  20**  November, 
and  am  much  obliged  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  Indulgence  it 
contains.  The  Secretary's  Letter  of  the  17^  October  came  safe  to 
hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  much  respect, 

Your  most  Ob*  Serv*, 

JAMES  TILGHMAN.* 
J)ireciedy 

To  his  Excellency,  Thomas- Wharton  Esq'r,  President  of  the 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  Post. 

*  See  Page  641,  Vol.  V. 
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Comm'b  Thomas  Sbymouk  to  Council,  1777# 

Incloeed  ycm  have  Sundry  Letters,  under  the  care  of  won  Mr. 
Dan.  Comock,  who  was  going  to  Philada.  with  them,  the  above  Dan. 
Comock,  I've  sent  down  to  you,  for  further  axamanation  under  a 
strong  guard. 

I  am, 

Gkntlemeir, 

Your  mo6t  humble  Serv^, 

THO'S  SEYMOUR. 
Dunkes's  Ferry,  15*  Deocmber,  1777. 
P.S.  Gentlemen, 

I've  examined  all  Mr.  Danl.  Comock's  Packets,  Ac.,  &  have  not 
found  any  thing  against  him. 

I  am,  OentP, 

Y'  most  hum*  Serv*, 

THO'S  SEYMOUE. 
Directed y 

To  The  Hon.  Council  of  Safety  at  Philadelphia. 


Gekehal  Potter  to  Pbesidbnt  Whabton,  1777. 

Sir, 

Last  Thursday  the  cnmny  march  out  of  the  City  with  a  deaiie  to 
Furridge  j   but  it  was  Nessecerey  to  drive  me  out  of  the  way ;  my 
adYancd  picquet  fired  on  them  at  the  Bridge }  another  party  of  ono  : 
Handled  atiaoted  them  at  the  Black  Hors.    I  Was  enOainped  on  . 
Obarles  Thomson's  place,  where  I  staeconed  two  Begmearta  who  . 
attacted  the  enemy  with  Vigor.     On  the  next  Hill,  I  ataeco&ed 
three  Regments,  letting  the  tot  line  Enow,  that  when  they  were 
over  powered,  the  must  Retreat  and  form  behind  the  sacond  line, 
and  in  that  manor  we  formed  and  Retreated  for  four  miles ;  and  on 
erery  Hill  we  disputed  the  matter  with  them.    My  peofrfe  Behaved 
well,  espealy  three  Regements,  Commanded  by  the  Col*  Chambers,  . 
Murrey  and  Leaeey.     His  Excellency  Returned  us  thanks  in  public 
orders ; — ^But  the  cumplement  would  have  Been  mutch  more  sub- 
Btantale  had  the  Valant  Genoril  Solovan  Covered  my  Retreat  with 
two  Devissions  of  the  Army,  he  had  in  my  Reare ;  tho  front  of  thorn 

Vol.  VI.— 5 
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was  about  one  half  mill  in  mj  Rear,  bat  he  gave  orders  for  them  to 

Retreat  and  join  the  army,  who  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, about  one  mile  and  a  Half  off  from  me ;  thus  the  enemy  Got 
leave  to  plunder  the  Gountrey,  W^ech  the  have  dun  without  parsi- 
ality  or  favour  to  any,  leaving  none  of  the  Nesseereys  of  life  Behind 
them  that  the  oonveniantly  oould  Carrey  or  destroy.  My  loss  iu 
this  Action  I  am  not  able  to  Assartain  as  yet ;  it  is  not  so  mutch  as 
might  be  expected.  The  Killed  donH  exceed  5  or  6 ;  taken  prbners 
about  20 ;  wounded  about  20 ;  with  us  the  enemy  acknowledged  the 
got  the  worst  of  this  Action ;  there  light  bors  Suffered  mutch^  for 
they  Charged  us. 

I  am  your  Excellancey's  mo^t  obedant 
Humble  Servant^ 

JA.  POTTER. 

P.  S.  His  Ezoellanoey  was  not  with  the  Army  when  this  unlucky 
neglact  hapndd ;  the  army  was  on  there  march^  and  he  had  not  come 
from  his  Quarters  at  Whit  marsh. 

Chester  County  Camp  at  Head  Quarters^  Deo.  15th,  1777. 

Directed, 
On  public  service. 
His  Excellancey  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq^  Lancaster. 


Gbkeral  Potter  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Chester  County  Head  Quarters, 
Deer.  16th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  Received  your  favour  of  the  13th  Instant,  wherein  you  express 
the  Desier  of  Counsal  to  Know  what  is  passing  on  the  Wist  side  of 
Sefauylkill,  the  enemy  set  out  from  the  City  on  the  night  of  the  forth 
Instant  at  9  o'Clock,  and  Before  day  they  were  on  Chesnut  Hill 
about  Bushes  house,  I  was  ordered  of  with  a  Conteaantale  Rigemeut 
and  my  Bragade  to  Scrimedge  on  their  left  wing ;  nothing  meteral 
bapned  with  us,  we  Killed  6  or  7  of  them  and  had  some  desarters 
came  to  us,  soon  after  our  little  scrimige  that  unlucky  affair  where 
in  we  Lost  the  Brave  General  Irwin  hapned,  the  partiqulars  of  which 
I  am  not  well  Acquented  with,  as  I  did  not  see  them  ;  the  sixth 
nothing  meteral  hapned ;  on  sabath  morning  I  was  Informed  that 
the  enemy  was  gon  from  Mr.  Bushes,  I  was  ordered-  to  go  and  find 
out  there  Rout  with  my  Bragaid,  I  went  to  Bushes  and  found  they 
were  gon  to  Jarminton,  and  from  there  Had  Marched  towards  Eadge 
Hill ;  I  sent  a  small  party  of  80  men  to  follow  there  Reer,  and  I 
marched  off  with  the  Remainder  to  your  phoe,  when  I  discovered  a 
bodey  of  the  enemy,  after  some  time  we  engaged  in  the  woods  Be- 
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I  yoar  koaae  and  Emlings,  m  j  Oontanental  Rigment  soon  Broak^ 
and  the  enfection  Cached  the  Militia  Like  lightaning,  I  got  a  num- 
ber of  the  Militia  to  Rally,  and  the  enemy  and  us  etood  and  Yewed 
each  other  for  some  time,  and  when  I  was  convineed  there  was  no 
Reinforcement  coming  I  returned  to  Camp,  Col.  Morgan  scrimidged 
smartly  with  them  the  same  day,  and  som  of  the  Maryland  assisted 
him,  he  was  on  the  Right  of  the  enemy  and  I  on  the  leflb. 

On  monday  nothing  meteral  hapned,  in  the  evening  the  enemy 
moved  off,  and  under  cover  of  the  Night  Returned  to  the  City,  after 
Burning  a  number  of  Houses,  Robing  and  plundering  every  person 
they  came  across;  my  penn  cant  describe  there  Barbarity  and 
Crualty,  nor  can  you  oonseve  the  waste  and  Destruction  that  .attended 
there  futstepa  every  where  they  go. 

In  there  last  Rout  through  this  County,  after  men  ^nrrendered  to 
them  and  gave  up  their  arms,  they  have  Savige  liek  Cut,  Stabed  in 
a  most  crual  maner,  among  a  number  of  others  Mr.  Antoney 
Morris  is  one  of  those  unfortunate  men,  after  the  Had  taken  all  he 
had  in  and  about  his  house,  and  left  his  wife  and  Children  without 
meat  or  Clothing,  he  enraged  at  such  Treatment  went  out  with  some 
of  our  Horsemen,  who  met  with  a  stronger,  party  of  the  enemy  that 
Took  Mr.  Monis  and  Two  more  of  the  party,  after  they  had  disarmed 
them  they  Cut  and  Slashed  them  in  a  most  Cruale  maner,  and  left 
them  as  they  thought  dead.  Mr.  Morris  is  in  a  good  way  of 
Beoovery. 

I  am  your  Ezoellencys 

most  obedient 

Humble  servant, 

JA-  POTTER. 

P.  S.  I  hope  the  Legislature  will  adopt  som  mode  to  411  the 
Contanentale  Battalions  .of  this  State,  I  have  Received  three  packets 
of  News  papers  which  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  to  me,  for  which 
I  return  you  thanks.  In  my  last  to  jou  I  Informed  you  of  a  leat 
Action  I  bad,  I  have  taken  more  prisoners  than  I  lost,  last  night  I 
aent  13  British  and  Hessen  prisoners  to  the  provo  Gaurd,  and  one 
tlusday. 

J.  P. 


Sir, 

I  understand  by  a  letter  I  have  Receved  from  General  Armstrong, 
that  he  has  wrote  to  Councal  to  appoint  one  or  two  Brigadeers  more, 
I  think  it  is  verey  Necessary  ;  I  would  not  take  upon  me  to  Recom- 
mend any  person,  But  I  would  Just  put  you  in  mind  of  Col  Antoney 
Morris^  a  Gentleman  of  Good  Reputation  as  att  officer^  altho  I  am 
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BOt  AoofiftDted  with  hiniy  I  fan  m  l<yve  with  hiirOnmotimff  as  m 


I  am  your  excellencys 

Humble  Servant^ 

JA»  POTTEE. 
Deo'r  17, 1777. 

Directed^  , 

Od  publio  Saivicei  His  Excellenoj  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'r,  Lan- 
OMter. 


Maj.  Gen.  Armsteonq  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Gamp  ircar  Spring  Tayem,  16th,  a  Night 
Sir, 

Fm  this  evening  favont'd  with  yonre  of  the  12th  InsS  and  had 
the  pleasure  of  writing  yon  very  lately  by  Doctor  Daffield.  '<  The 
precipitate  retreat  of  the  Enemy  from  Gbesnot  Hill  was  not  owing 
to  the  want  of  strength  but  prudence.  General  Washington's  well 
chosen  ground  &  respectable  Army  presented  to  them  a  formidable 
front,  which,  had  they  attacked,  must  to  them  have  been  fatal. — 
They  dared  not  risque  a  Circuitous  march  to  manuvre  behind  us  or 
attack  in  rear,  as  had  they  been  unfortunate,  their  retreat  to  Philad* 
must  have  been  cut  off.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  allowed  that 
takeing  in  the  consideration  of  their  previous  boasts,  the  retreat  has 
vailed  the  glittet  of  their  Arms,  nor  are  they  leas  diagrAc^  by  their 
}ow  Oruelty  &  plundering  spirit." 

**  No  msA  can  more  deeply  relent  the  infiimonB  condnet  of  sack 
of  the  Militia  as  were  in  reach  of  General  Irwin  when  he  fell  from 
his  horse  than  I  do,  but  very  few  there  are  to  admowledge  they  saw 
him  in  that  sitoation,  and  these,  whether  tnie  or  false,  are  not  with- 
out their  apologies.  Many,  too  many  of  the  militia,  are  a  Soandk 
-to  the  military  profession,  a  nusance  in  service  &  a  dead  weight  on 
the  publick ;  yet,  is  it  equally  true,  that  taken  as  a  body,  they  have 
rendered  that  Service  that  neither  the  State  nor  the  Army  coa'd 
have  dispenced  with.  They  have  constantly  mounted  guards,  form'd 
many  &  distant  Pickquets,  performed  many  occasional  pieces  of 
labour — Patroled  the  Roads  leading  to  the  Enemy  by  day  &  by 
flight,  &  tbat  more  than  their  proportion-^^they  have  taken  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners,  brought  in  deserters,  suppressed  Tories,  prevented 
much  intercourse  betwixt  the  disaffected  &  the  Enemy-^Met  and 
Scirmished  i^ith  the  Enemy  as  early  &  as  often  as  others,  and  ex- 
cept the  Battle  of  Slrandiwine,  of  which  from  their  Station  little  fell 
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in  their  mj,  have  hnd  a  prepertioiial  Share  of  SscQeed,  haaard,  & 
low  of  bipod.    I  hate  the  disagreeable  doetrine  of  oompariaon^  and 
ooly  give  this  detail  to  shew  the  partial  repreaentationa  ywn  have 
had  of  the  Services  of  the  mUitia  of  this  State.    They  judge  ill  of 
the  naea  of  a  Body  of  meQ  who  fix  their  oharaeter  from  n  single 
•etioQ,  and  still  worse,  who  brand  the  whole  with  the  infamous  eon- 
doet  of  <Hily  a  part,  when  others  of  the  same  body,  ft  on  the  same 
4)oea8ion  have  fdly  evineed  their  bravery.    Take  for  instance  thai 
Tery  aftur  in  which  I  agree  the  Cowardise  of  a  part  oeeaaion'd  the 
loss  of  Oen'l  Irwin,  &  there  we  find  that  a  very  warm  fire  was  maior 
tain'd  by  others  of  the^militia  for  the  fpll  space  of  Twenty  minntee, 
and  if  we  may  believe  report,  several  Waggons,  (some  call  them 
nine  in  nnmber^  were  employed  by  the  enemy  on  that  occasion  in 
oarying  off  their  wounded,  amongst  whom  was  Sir  James  Murray*^ 
two  Graves  were  also  found  on  the  place,  who  or  how  many  might 
be  in  them  has  not  been  ezamin'd.'^     In  the  late  Scirmish  of  Oen'l 
Potters  Brigade,  altho'  they  were  dispersed,  they  must  have  done 
the  Enemy  some  damage.     He  writes  me  he  had  five  Men  Killed, 
Ten  wounded  k  Ten  made  prisoners,  but  a  greater  number  missing. 
The  Qeneral,*with  the  whole  of  the  Army,  has  now  taken  his 
Winter  Podtion  in  the  County  of  Chester,  so  that  the  forbidinff  idea 
of  Winter  Quarters  is  now,  I  hope,  fully  laid  aside.     So  far  things 
are  well,  but  mark  the  Scene  that  naturally  Opens  on  this  side  the 
Schuylkill,  extending  to  the  Counties  of  Philad*  &  Bucks.    The 
Enemies  objecte  for  resources,  &c.,  &c.,  are  now  Opea  &  easy  of 
recess  on  this  side,  this  great  extent  having  at  present  no  other  Gov- 
erinff  than  the  few  Militia  now  with  me,  except  Capt*  Craigs  Troop 
of  about  twenty  Horse  stetioned  near  Jermantown,  and  a  few  light 
Horse  frfm  Bucks,  sent  me  by  Col.Eirkbride.  Gen'  Potters  Brigade 
mav  be  sent  me  in  the  space  of  a  Week,  or  perhaps  longer,  but  can 
make  no  veiy  essential  difference  in  a  Country  of  Jsuch  extent,  so 
many  leading  as  well  as  by  roads  without  any  natural  impediment| 
except  such  as  may  arise  nrom  the  Season.     The  Enemy  may  come 
when  &  where  they  please,  and  doubtless  come  in  force^— we  cannot 
anppose  they  will  fool  these  efforts^  when  prompted  by  necessity  & 
otnei  concurring  designs,  nor  is  it  unnatural  to  thiok  they  may  take 
an  advanced  Post  at  Jermantown,  in  order  to  send  us  farther  back 
&  facilitate  their  various  purposes.     Thro'  many  impedimente,  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  throw  any  detachmente  of  foot  on  the  Old 
Toric,  Newtown  &  Bristol  roads,  but  tomorrow,  if  weather  permit, 
intend  some  distribution  of  that  sort,  &  shall,  as  soon  as  possible, 
make  the  best  dispossition  I  can  for  the  Winter,  and  in  the  best  can 
only  have  a  Choice  of  difficult  or  donbtful  measures,  to  be  varied 
occasionally — Into  sundry  smaller  partys  they  must  be  thrown,  and 
buw  to  get  them  regularly  Supplied  with  provisions  will  not  be 
found  easy,  ifs  I  now  find  difficulty  enuff  in  our  Encampment.     The 
desiffB  of  filling  up  the  Quotes  of  the  several  States  with  Continen- 
tal Troops,  so  as  in  a  great  measure  to  supercede  the  use  of  the 
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MilitiS)  is  highly  approveable,  nor  Bhon'd  time  be  lost  in  the  mea- 
sure, which  ought  to  originate  &  be  immediately  pushed  in  GoDgresSi 
as  it  must  either  be  general  or  fail,  &  prove  peculiarly  severe  to 
whatever  State  is  infested  by  the  Bnemy.  It  wou'd  oblige  me 
much,  if  agreeable  to  Council,  that  jj'ou'l  please  to  send  a  Copy  of 
^his  to  Gen'  Roberdeau,  I  shou'd  have  wrote  that  Gent*  but  have 
not  time,  and  I  apprehend  there  may  be  a  propriety  in  doing  it.  The 
troops  with  me  are  much  obliged  to  Council  for  the  Newspapers — 
they  are  amusing  &  acceptable.  I  hope  the  particular  urged  in  my 
last  will  be  early  attended  to. 
And  am^  Sir, 

very  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Directed, 

On  the  publick  Service — 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq"".;  President  of  the  State  of 
Penns*,  Lancaster. 
^  Express  returned. 


Oww  JoNKS  Jr.,  to  Jambs  Duanb,  1777. 

Winchester,  17  Decern',  1777- 
Respected  friend, 

There  was  a  time  when  I  thought  there  was  a  friendship  subsisted 
between  us,  &  I  have  no  reason  to  think  it  otherwise,  notwithstand- 
ing our  very  different  Circumstances  in  Life.  My  present  hard 
situation  induces  me  to  represent  my  Case  to  some  person  in  power^ 
and  there  is  no  Delegate  in  Congress,  except  thyself,  with  whom  I 
can  claim  the  least  acquaintance.  It  will  be  unnecessary  to  acquaint 
thee  with  the  manner  of  my  being  taken  up  &  brought  to  this  place, 
of  which  I  make  no  doubt  thou  art  fully  informed,  but  I  can  assure 
thee  it  was  without  any  just  grounds,  &  I  am  sure  had  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  defending  myself  before  an  impartial  Jury  of  my 
Country  I  could  have  provd  my  innocence,  for  no  person  was  more 
cautious  of  writing  or  doing  any  thing  detrimental  to  the  common 
Interests  of  America  than  I  was. 

T\^a  day  Major  Holmes  informd  myself  &  fellow  prisoners,  that 
he  had  orders  from  the  Board  of  War,  forthwith  to  remove  us  to 
Staunton,  in  Virginia,  &  there  to  be  confind  without  thOiUse  of  pen, 
Ink  &  paper,^  unless  under  particular  restrictions,  &  that  I  only  of 
all  my  fellow  prisoners  should  be  put  intQ  the  common  Jail  of  the 
County,  separated  from  the  rest  of  my  Companions,  &  that  only  for 
^sending  sixteen  half  Joes  down  the  Country  to  be  exchanged  for 
continental  money;  &  here  I  would  wish  to  remark  to  thee,  that 

*  See  pages  74, 106. 
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before  we  left  the  City  of  Philadelphiai  the  Town  Major,  in  ftoswer 
to  ODe  of  the  Questions  proposed  to  the  president  &  Conncil,  informed 
OS  thilt  the  necessary  oare  should  be  taken  for  our  Support  on  the 
Boad,  &  after  onr  Arriyal  at  this  place.  But  what  was  our  surprize 
I  must  leave  thee  to  judge,  when  after  some  weeks  had  elapsed,  that 
a  very  exorbitant  demand  was  made  for  our  support,  &  as  I  was  a 
prisoner,  there  was  no  alternative.  I  must  comply  with  those  de- 
mands or  go  without  the  necessaries  of  Life ;  this,  together  with  the 
bigh  price  of  every  article  of  Living  led  me  to  look  into  the  State 
of  my  Cash,  &  I  was  obliged,  in  order  to  satisfy  this. Debt  &  my 
.other  necessary  wants,  to  send  a  few  half  Johannes  to  Lancaster  to 
be  disposed  of,  &  surely  my  sending  to  so  distant  a  place  to  transact 
ibis  matter,  &  thereby  to  possess  myself  of  continental  money, 
rather  tended  to  support  than  diminish  its  value  here.  I  can,  with 
truth,  say  I  never  efferd  to  dispose  of  any  at  this  place,  or  by  any 
means  to  depreciate  the  money.  I  knew  they  were  an  Article  of 
merchandize  in  my  native  Country,  &  were  bought  &  sold  daily  by 
persons  who  were  esteemd  good  Whigs,  &  if  under  my  peculiar  Cir- 
cumstances it  was  a  crime,  could  it  be  thought  of  so  heinous  a 
nature  as  to  banish  me  100  miles  farther  distant  from  home,  confind 
to  a  loathsome  Jail  for  distant  from  all  my  Friends  &  near  connex- 
ions in  Life. 

Upon  the  whole  I  wish  to  lay' my  hard  Fate  before  thee  &  request, 
on  the  remembrance  of  former  Friendship,  thou  would  use  thy  In- 
fluence with  Congress  to  alleviate  this  cruel  sentence ;  had  I  been 
continued  it  the  same  situation  with  my  fellow  prisoners  I  should 
not  have  troubled  thee  with  these  few  Lines,  or  made  a  separa^ 
application,  but  as  I  am  so  differently  circumstanced,  I  could  not 
help  flattering  myself  that  thy  influence  in  my  behalf  would  be  of 
service  to  me,  &  I  believe  thou  will  take  pleasure  in  rendering  me  a 
kindness.  Since  I  left  Philad*  I  have  received  several  Letters  from 
my  Father,  in  some  of  which  he  informs  me  that  he  had  taken  much 
pains  to  obtain  the  Release  of  several  American  Officers  who  are 

Erisoners,  &  that  he  had  met  with  much  success ;  and  since  I  have 
een  here  I  receivd  a  Letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  from  Capt. 
Willis,  a  Kelation  of  General  Washington,  acknowledging  my  Fa- 
ther's kindness  in  obtaining  his  Liberty.  I  just  mention  this,  does 
it  not  merit  a  return.  If  it  is  in  thy  power  to  get  me  put  on  the 
same  footing  with  my  Companions  &  fellow  prisoners,  I  wish  it 
could  be  done  by  return  of  this  express.  * 

This  will  be  handed  to  thee  by  the  same  person  who  carries  a 
Remonstrance  to  Congress,  &  I  wish  thee  to  lay  this  Letter  before 
them,  that  my  particular  Case  may  be  considerd  at  the  same  time 
with  our  Joint  Remonstrance. 

I  am,  with  much  Regard,  * 

thy  assured  Friend, 

OWEN  JONES,  Jr. 
For  James  Duane,  Esq"*. 
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Council  to  Col.  Clement  Biddlb,  1777. 

In  Ooancil,  Lanoaster,  December  17th9  1777. 
Sir, 

I  reoeivd  your  Letter  daied  the  14  th  loa^,  respedting  Fors^  for 
x^xat  Army.  I  find  yon  have  mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  Ordinanoe 
•of  Oonnoil  which  the  House  of  Assembly  has  miule  yoid,  as  it  was 
only  a  recommendation  of  Council  to  the  Purchasing  Commissarys. 
I  have,  how.ever,  to  inform  you  that  the  Legislature,  prior  to  their 
repealing  the  Ordinance,  entered  into  a  Resolve,  authoriaiDg  His 
ExoeU.  Gen.  Washington  to  empower  the  Commissarys  to  colleot 
ProvissiottS  &  Forage  for  the  Use  of  the  Army,  a  Copy  of  the  Re- 
solve I  expected  you  would  have  been  furnished  with,  but  as  I  find 
that  was  not  the  Case,  I  herewith  send  it  for  your  information.  11^ 
after  the  Powers  that  His  Ezcelk  is  therein  vested  with,  the  Army 
ahould  be  in  want  of  Victual  or  Forage,  the  fault  must  lay  with  iht 
Persone  employed. 

I  am,  with  much  respect, 
Sir, 

Tour  very  Hum,  Ser*. 
Coll.  Clem.  Riddle, 

Com'y  of  Forage. 


REM0N8TKANCB  OF  CotTNCIL  AND   ASSEMBLY  TO   CONQBESS. 

1777. 

At  a  Conference  with  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  &  Gen'l 
Asssembly  of  this  State,  held  in  the  Assembly  Room,  Resolv%  that 
a  Remonstrance  be  Immediately  drawn  up  &  forwarded  to  Congress, 
against  the  Proposed  Cantoonment  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States^ 
under  command  of  his  Excell)'  Gen*  WashingtoUj^  &  that  the  follow* 
ing  reasons  be  urged. 

1st  That  By  the  Armys  removal  to  the  West  side  of  the  Schnl^ 
kill,  as  far  as  Wilmington  &  its  neighbourhood,  great  part  of  this 
State,  particularly  that  on  the  East  side,  together  with  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  must  be  left  in  the  Power  of  the  £nemy,  subject  to 
their  Ravages — the  Inhabitants  be  obliged  either  to  fly  to  the  neigh- 
bouring t^tates,  or  Submit  to  such  Terms  as  the  £nemy  may 
prescribe.  ' 

2d.  That  the  State  Assembly,  at  their  last  session,  had  laid  a  tax 
of  pi.  in  the  Pound  on  all  Estates,  real  &  Personal,  in  order  to  call 
in  '&  Sink  the  monies  Issued  by  this  Government,  &  at  this  Session 
had  Resolv'd  over  &  above  s^  Tax  to  raise  the  sum  of  620,000  Doll* 

*  See  page  92. 
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for  rapport  of  the  War  for  tbe  Ensuing  Year,  agreeable  to  resolve 
of  Congress — both  w«^  Taxes  must  infalliablj  fail,  provided  the 
Army  go  into  Cantoonment,  at  snob  a  Diatanoe  as  will  prevent  their 
oovering  the  Country  from  the  Depredations  of  the  Enemy,  it  being 
a  melanohollj  truth,  that  too  many  of  our  People  are  so  disafected 
already  that  nothing  but  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Army  keeps 
them  subject  to  Government,  whilst  the  Whigs,  &  those  who  have 
taken  the  most  active  Part  in  support  of  our  Cause;  will  be  dis- 
couraged &  give  up  all  as  lost.  ' 

dd.  By  the  removal  of  our  Army  it  will  be  impossible  to  recruit 
the  Regiments  of  this  State,  as  those  who  would  be  active  &  Zealous 
in  promoting  that  measure  will  be  obliged  to  leave  the  State,  whilst 
the  Torys  k  Disafected  will  gain  Strength,  &  in  many  places  perhaps 
declare  openly  for  the  Enemy,  by  w*^  means  there  will  be  a  proba- 
bility of  their  not  only  Supplying  their  Ezausted  Magazines,  but 
greatly  strengthning  their  Army. 

4th.  The  Army  removing  at  a  Distance  from  the  Enemy  must 
give  a  fatal  Stab  to  the  Credit  of  the  Continental  Currency  through- 
out this  State.  It  is  a  melancholly  truth,  that  it  is  very  Difficult  to 
purchase  from  many  of  our  most  able  Farmers  the  necessary  Provi- 
sions of  our  Army,  owing  to  their  fear  of  the  money — but  this  dif- 
ficulty must  be  greatly  increased  when  another  Market,  without 
Interuption,  will  open  to  them  where  they  will  receive  at  least  a 
promise  of  hard  money. 


Daniel  Cltmer  to  PEKSiDBirr  Phaeton,  1777, 

Pear  Sir, 

1  have  been  this  Week  at  Easton  on  Business,  and  as  Commissary 
of  Prisoners,  have  been  enquiring  concerning  their  Situation — they 
are  now  in  close  Ooal,  and  Detained  there  by  Guard  under  Coll. 
Labar,  who  has  shew'd  me  your  Excellency's  Letter  to  have  a  strict 
eye  to  the  Persons  passing  through  this  town  to  and  from  the  Jer- 
aies.  Coll.  Labar  is  an  attentive  man  and  does  his  Duty  extremely 
•  well — however,  this  Week,  notwithstanding  his  Appointment  with 
the  pay  &  return  of  a  Captain,  the  Militia  have  caird  him  forth  to 
Camp,  whither  he  is  gone.  I  shoud  imagine  that  this  Office  woud 
be  an  Exemption  to  him  from  Service  in  the  Militia,  and  I 
dare  say  you  will  be  of  Opinion  (on  Consideration)  with  me 
that  it  is.  I  thought  it  my  Duty,  as  Commissary  of  Prisoners, 
to  mention  this  affair,  as  it  appears  to  be  a  Matter  of  some 
Consequence,  (at  this  Critical  Time,  when  the  motions  of  the 
Enemy  are  entirely  uncertain,  &  Easton  may  be  their  object,  as 
there  are  few  Soldiers  between  it  &  Philad*') — that  you  may,  if  you 

5* 
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think  ife  the  most  adviseable,  write  to  Gkoeral  Armstrong  or  Oeneial 
Potter  to  give  Orders  for  Coll.  Labar  to  retarn  to  his  Post. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  Bespety 

Your  obedient  Serv*. 

DAN'L  OLYMER, 
Thos.  Wharton,  Esq'. 
Easton,  De<f  18,  1777. 

N.  B.  I  have  spoke  to  jVIr.  Sergeant  on  the  subject 
There  are  60  Prisoners  in  Easton  Goal. 

Directed^ 
His  Exoellencj  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.;  Lancaster. 


OwBN  Jones,  Je.,  to  T.  Matlack,  1777. 

Winchester,  18  December;  1777. 
Bespecied  Friend, 

My  particular  hard  situation  induces  me  to  apply  to  some  person 
in  Council,  and  there  is  none  except  thyself  that  I  can  make  an  appli- 
cation to  with  same  freedom.  I  believe  from  our  former  acquaintance 
&  the  personal  Regard  thou  always  professed  for  me,  thou  will  take 
the  same  pleasure  in  rendering  me  a  service,  as  be  assured  I  should 
do  to  thee,  were  it  in  my  power.  The  Letter  to  James  Duane,*  a  copy 
of  which  is  inclosed,  will  fuUoy  inform  thee  of  my  present  cruel,  k 
and  for  such  a  crime,  unparaleld  situation,  if  our  Joint  Remonstrance 
is  laid  before  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  I  do  desire  thou  will  back 
my  request  with  thy  Influence,  and  if  thou  thinks  proper,  lay  the 
copy  01  my  letter  to  Duane  before  them'. 
I  am  with  Real  Regard, 

Thy  Aasur'd  Friend, 

0.  JONES,  Jr. 

Examined  &  approved  by  me,  Jo.  Holmes,  D.  C.  0.  of  Prison, 
State  of  Virginia. 

Direoted. 

For  Timothy  Matlack,  Secretary  to  the  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  See  page  102. 
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Couxcn.  TO  Cox..  Sam'l  Smith  akd  A.  Ksachlxki,  1777. 

In  Connoil,  Lanoaster^  December  19%  1777. 
GendemeDj 

I  am  favord  with  y6ar  Letter  of  tbe  14^  iDst.,"^  informiDg  Coonoil 
that  yoa  had  discovered  a  quantity  of  Woolens  secreted  in  the  greate 
Swamp,  which  jon  snppoBe  woald  answer  well  to  oloath  onr  Troops. 
I  am  very  happy  yoa  have  made  the  discovery  as  the  Troops  are 
realy  in  want  of  cloaths,  &  am  requested  to  present  the  thanks  of 
Cooacil  to  yoa  &  ColL  MoorCi  for  your  seal  and  attention  in  this 
matter,  and  to  request  the  favor  of  you  immediately  to  hire,  or  if  neces- 
sary impresa  Waggons  to  bring  the  goods  forward  to  this  Town  where 
they  shall  be  appraised  and  instantly  made  up  for  the  use  of  the 
SoldieiSy  and  when  application  is  made  by  the  owner  he  shall  receive 
pay  agreeable  to  valuation,  if  his  conduct  entitles  him  to  it. 

I  beg  no  time  may  be  lost  in  forwarding  these  goods  to  Council, 
who  will  cheerfully  pay  any  Ezpence  that  has  or  may  occur  on  them. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  Hum.  Serv*. 

Coll.  Sam.  Smith,  &  And""  Koachline. 


Tflo'8  JoirsSy  D.  C.  G,,  to  Pbbbident  W  hakton,  1777. 

Camp  at  the  Gulp,  Decern'  19**,  1777. 
Honoured  Sir, 

The  approaching  Calamity  that  threatens  our  Army  for  the  want 
of  Provisions,  (occasioned  by  the  Scarcity  of  Waggons  now  employ 'd 
to  hall  the  same  to  Camp)  emboldens  me  to  address  you  on  the 
occasion,  hopeing  your  honour  will  take  the  same  into  consideration. 
At  present  there  is  not  half  teams  employed  in  hailing  flour,  &c.  to 
Bopply  the  great  army  now  at  Camp.  Can  assure  your  honour,  at  this 
Praent  time  there  is  not  one  single  Barrell  of  flour  to  deliver  out  to 
the  troops  in  Camp,  nor  cannot  tell  when  I  shall  receive  any ;  some 
Brigades  have  not  JEUceiv'd  flour  for  this  day.  Testerday  I  sent  off 
two  Expresses,  one  for  Lancaster  the  other  to  Beading,  in  order  to 
forward  all  Provision  Waggons  on  the  road,  with  all  speed  to  Camp. 
The  express  to  Beading  arrived  late  last  night,  by  whom  I  learnj^ 
I  need  not  expect  but  seven  Waggon  loads  flour  from  thence  for 
some  days  to  come. 

« 
*  Se«  page  92. 
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*  Some  Gentleman  who  oame  from  Lancaster,  Informs  me,  that  they 
haye  not  seen  any  Provision  teams  coming  from  thence,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  if  no  Immediate -sapplys  arriying  shall  be  utterly 
rained. 

I  have  daily  wrote  the  Issuing  Commissary  at  Lancaster,  York« 
town  &  Reading,  to  forward  supplies  as  fast  as  possible,  their  chief 
reply  is  they  cannot  (at  the  two  former  places,)  procure  waggons 
sufficient. 

Inclosed  is  copy  of  a  letter  from  Col  Ross,  A.  Q.  M.  Gen'.,  atLan« 
caster,  wherein  he  mentions  the  Difficulty  he  labours  under  in  pro- 
curing teams;  must  therefore  inform  your  honours  without  an  imme- 
diate step  is  taken  to  send  daily,  at  least  from*200  to  250  Bb*.  floor 
to  Camp,  the  army  will  not  be  able  to  exist  one  week  longer. 
I  remain.  Sir, 

In  the  greatest  Distress, 
Y'  Mo.  Ob»  H"*  Serv* 

THOMAS  JONES, 
D.  C.G.  of  Issues,  P.  T.     - 
Directed, 

On  public  seryice,  Honble  .Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  Presid^i 
Lancaster. 
^Post. 


J.  B.  Smith  to  V.  P.  Brtak,  1777. 

York  Town,  DeO'  19, 1777. 
Dr.  Sir, 

Congress  yesterday  reed.  acct.  of  the  arriyal  of  a  ship  from  France 
in  75  days  with  46  Cannon,  19  mortars  9  inch,  61000  wt.  of  Brim- 
stone, near  4000  small  arms,  some  powder,  &c.,  we  haye  no  papers 
by  this  Vessel.  Gen*  Gates  has  answered  soo^e  queries  proposed  by 
Congress  respect'g  Burgoynes  conduct  in  the  Conyention.  He  bbljs 
the  military  chest  and  standards  were  left  in  Canada.  He  accounts 
for  y*  arms  bei'g  unfit  for  seryice  in  the  return,  &  the  want  of  scab- 
bard for  bayonets  &  of  Cartouch  boxes,  &c.,  &  concludes  that  things 
haye  been  conducted  tolerably  well. 

I  wish  to  haye  the  result  of  Col  Bayard  &  Mr.  Young's  Business 
at  Camp.*  I  haye  not  a  copy  of  y*  resolution  of  y*  house  on  the 
quorum  of  their  delegates.  The  memorial  of  y*  house  &  Council 
was  laid  before  Congress  y  eyen'g  I  arriyed  here  &  read,  it  was  a^ia 
read  yesterday,  &  will  probably  be  considered  this  day.  I  bclieyo 
congress  will  not  wish  our  army  to  be  any  considerable  distance 

♦  See  page  01. 
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from  PluL.    But  hav^been  ^ery  iinwdll  yesterday  I  could  only  crawl 
to  CoDgreaSy  and  have  not  been  able  to  visit  many  of  the  memben. 
I  expect  to  write  to  you  again  in  a  day  or  two. 

J.  B.  SMITH. 

P.S.  Yestrday  rec'd  a  exact  return  of  Burgoyn's  army  at  the  time 
of  surrender.     You'l  see  it  in  y*  next  paper. 

IHreciedy 

Honble  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Lancaster., 


J.  B,  Smith  to  Vice  President  Bryan,  177T. 

York  Town,  Detf^,  19%  1777. 
D'Sir, 

This  day  the  memorial^  from  our  State  concerning  the  canton- 
ment of  the  regular  army  was  taken  into  consideration.  Congress 
had  some  time  ago,  by  a  Committee,  recommended  to  Gen^  Wash- 
ington, if  he  determined  to  take  winter  quarters,  to  dispose  of  his 
army  in  such  manner  as'  would  most  effectually  cover  the  Country, 
&c.  They  have  now  ordered  the  memorial  of  our  State  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Gen*,  &  have  desired  him  to  inform  Congress 
whether  he  is  about  to  canton  his  troops,  &  where,  &  what  provision 
he  has  made  for  securing  the  East  side  of  Schuylkill  &  the  State  of 
N.  Jersey.  This  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  the  Gentle- 
men of  both  houses  for  their  present  satisfaction.  A  copy  of  the 
Tesolution  I  have  not  time  by  this  opportunity  to  forward,  but 
suppose  it  will  be  sent  more  formally  by  our  delegates  by  the  next 
opportunity  that  may  offer. 

We  hear  that  the  army  are  about  putting  in  the  Gulph  valley. 
This  is  the  wish  of  Congress  as  far  as  I  can  judge. 
I  am,  D'  Sir,      , 

Y'  aff*  &  V.  h.  s*, 

J.  B.  SMITH. 
Directed. 

To  Hon^i*  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  ^tate  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

*  See  page  104. 
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SxATB  Navy  Board  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 
State  Navy  Board;  Bristol^  Decern'  19, 1777. 

Last  night  we  rec*  Foar  Hogsheads  of  Whiskey  and  Two  Casks 
of  Shoes  and  Stockings,  sent  by  your  Excellency,  which  are  verj 
necessary  for  the  People.  The  weather  begins  to  be  Cold ;  there- 
fore propose  to  send  np  the  Fleet  to-morrow  to  Borden  Town  Creek, 
which  is  the  best  PLce  we  can  find  for  them.  The  Stores  we  shall 
endeavour  to  remove  to  some  distance. 

There  is  now  all  the  Captains  of  the  Fire  Ships  ont  of  employ, 
and  many  (9f  the  Guard  Boats  without  a  man,  and  some  without  a 
Boat.  ^  We  cannot  Discharge  them,  and  should  it  be  done  they  may 
think  it  hard,  tho'  some  of  them  are  eood  for  Little.  On  this  we 
should  be  dad  of  your  Excellency's  advice  or  Orders  on  this  Head, 
The  Fleet  has  upwards  of  Five  Hundred  men  on  Board,  and  b  well 
worth  preserving  if  the  War  holds  till  the  Spring. 

We  believe  *y our  Excellency  have  had  some  strange  Eeports  about 
the  Fleet,  but  bo  assured  they  are  False,  and  we  believe  have  all 
arose  from  Col.  Smith.  Wore  we  present  with  yon,  doubt  not  wo 
could  fully  satisfy  you  many  of  them  are  idle  Tales.  The  men's 
Wages  are  now  due,  but  Billy  Bradford  is  not  yet  returned.  The 
money  W.  B.  mentioned  in  his  last  he  had,  is  nearly  expended  for 
Cattle  and  other  Things  for  the  Fleet. 

There  is  of  the  Board  here  at  present  Mr.  Jos.  Marsh  &  Wm. 
Bradford. 

lam, 

by  order  of  the  Bofttd, 

your  Excellency 

most  H"«  Serv*, 

WM.  BRADFORD. 
Di^ectedy 

To  His  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  at  Lancaster. 
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BeSOLITTION  OIP  COKORESS,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Deer.  19«*,  1777. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe  remonstrances  from 
the  Council  &  Assembly  of  PennsWania,'*'  whereupon 

ResolTcd,  That  a  copy  of  the  remonstrances  be  transmitted  by 
express  to  general  Washingtoni  &  that  he  be  desired  to  inform 
Congress  whether  he  has  come  to  a  fixed  resolution  to  canton  jfche 
army ;  &  if  he  has,  what  line  of  cantonment  he  "has  proposed  { In 
particular  what  measures  are  agreed  on  for  the  protection  of  thai 
part  of  Pennsylvania  which  lies  on  the  easterly  side  of  Schuylkill  in 
of  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

ICxtract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


MSMORUL  FROM  PRISONERS  AT  WINCHESTER  TO   CONGRESS, 

1777. 

To  the  Congress,  and  to  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia^,  who  were  sent  from  thence  to,  and  are  now  Oon<* 
fined  at  Winchester,  in  Virginia,  by  Orders  of  the  President  and 
Council  of  Pennsylvenia,  in  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  of  Con* 
gress  dated  the  28^  day  of  August  last. 

Having  borne  with  patience  an  Imprisonment  of  upwards  of  thro« 
months  at  a  great  Distance  from  our  Families,  and  having  a  propev 
aense  of  the  Value  of  that  Liberty  of  which  we  have  been  unjustly 
deprived,  we  apprehended  it  our  Duty  to  ourselves  and  to  our  en- 
deared connections  from  whom  we  were  thus  separated,  and  who 
must  have  suffer'd  by  our  absence  in  this  Time  of  great  Calamity,  to 
make  some  further  application  for  our  Relief,  and  as  our  Banishment 
was  the  Act  of  both  your  Bodies,  we  thought  it  most  proper  to  addreia 
jon  jointly. 

While  we  were  preparing  a  Memorial  for  this  purpose,  we  were 
inform'd  by  Joseph  Holmes,  who  has  the  care  of  the  prisoners  of 
War  in  this  District,  that  he  had  received  some  Directions  from  the 
Board  of  War  oonoeming  us,  which  he  soon  after  communicated. 

We  were  much  sarprised  at  the  substance  of  those  Directions,  anl 

*  See  page  104. 
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•r 
also  that  they  should  come  from  a  board  with  which  we  had  nothing 
to  do,  as  we  were  not  found  in  Arms  nor  charged  with  being  engaged 
in  any  measures  tending  to  War;  and  of  this  opinion  was  Elias 
Boudinot,  Esq',  the  Commissary  General  for  Prisoners  of  War,'  who 
assured  us  at  Reading,  on  our  way  hither,  that  we  could  by  no  means 
whatever  be  considered  as  Prisoners  of  War,  and  that  if  we  had  been, 
he  should  have  bad  the  charge  of  us,  and  woulcl  have  interested  him- 
self in  providing  for  our  accommodation  and  support. 

Before  we  left  Philadelphia,  We  applied  to  the  Council  by  Ques- 
tion in  Writing,  thro'  Lewis  Nicola,  Town  Major,  to  whose  custody 
we  should  be  committed  when  here ;  they  return'd  us  for  Answer  by 
him,  that  the  Governor  of  Virginia  would  have  the  charge  of  us — 
In  consequence  of  which,  soon  after  our  arrival  here  we  presented  an 
Address  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia,  together  with  Uie 
Copies  of  the  Papers  accomp&nyiuff  us,  requesting  them  to  enlarge 
our  bounds,,  and  not  permit  us  to  be  removed  further  from  home ; 
that  we  might  be  speedily  heard  in  our  Defence,  and  in  the 
meantime  that  we  should  be  supported  and  maintained  according  to 
the  Expectations  given  us  before  our  Banishment.  Whereupon  the 
Council  advised  the  Governor  (and  he  adopted  the  Advice)  to  direct 
the  Lieutenant  of  this  County  to  allow  us  the  benefits  of  Air  &  Ex- 
ercise, and  to  afford  us  Protection  and  humane  Treatment  here,  and 
in  the  mean  Time  to  Write  to  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania, "  informing 
them  of  the  situation  of  their  Prisoners  at  Winchester.'' 

Whether  the  Governor  of  Virginia  has  ever  Written  upon  this 
Subject  or  not  we  have  not  yet  been  inform'd,  but  apprehend  we  are 
under  his  immediate  direction  in  this  place,  and  ought  not  to  be 
removed  farther  from  Home,  by  the  Board  of  War,  or  indeed  by  any 
other  Power,  without  his  Concurrence. 

The  Reasons  assign'd  by  the  Board  of  War  in  their  Order  for  our 
removal  are  very  inadequate  to  so  gr^  an  aggravation  of  our  Suf- 
ferings. They  are  comprehended  under  thrcQ  Heads,  which  we  shall 
endeavour  to  answer  so  fully  as  to  induce  you  to  interfere  with  them 
and  prevent  their  being  carried  into  execution. 

The  Charges  against  us  are, 

1*^  That  we  have  held  a  correspondence  with  divers  of  our  Friends 
without  communicating  our  Letters  to  some  proper  Officer. 

2*'.  That  Owen  Jones,  Jun*-,  one  of  our  Company,  had  exchanged 
Gold  for  an  extravagant  Premium,  whereby  the  Continental  Cur* 
renoy  was  much  depreciated  in  these  parts. 

8'^.  That  since  our  coming  here  the  confidence  of  the  Inhabitants, 
and  especially  those  of  our  Society,  in  the  Continental  money  was 
diminbhed.. 

To  the  first,  tho'  we  were  never  inform'd  that  it  was  necessary  our 
Letters  to  our  Familiea  and  Friends,  should  be  inspected  by  any 
Officer  here,  yet  we  did  offer  them  at  our  first  arrival  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant of  this  County  who  politely  declined  reading  them,  and^  expressing 
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hifl  ooDfidence  thai  we  would  not  oommnnioate  asy  PnbUo  iifUUi||eno9y 
permitted  as  to  send  oar  letters  without  any  application  to  hun,  fii 
We  haye  been  carefal  not  to  Minister  any  cause  of  Offenoe  in  what 
we  have  written,  having  confined  our  Correspondence  to  our  Familea 
and  Friends,  and  the  subject  of  our  Letters  to  our  private  ConoemSy 
and  many  of  them  have  gone  thro'  public  Channels  where  they  have 
been  or  might  be  examined. 

For  an  Answer  to  the  second,  we  refer  you  to  a  State  of  the  Case 
of  Owen  Jones,  Jun%  by  him,  sent  to  James  Duane,  Esq'^'*'  a  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  to  be  laid  before  you. 

The  Third  requires  particular  Delicacy  in  the  Answering,  but  %8 
it  seems  to  carry  an  Insinuation  that  we  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
Diminution  of  the  Confidence  of  the  People  in  the  Continental 
Ourrency,  it  is  necessary  we  should  say  so  much  upon  the  Subject  as 
will  vindicate  ourselves. 

Upon  our  arrival  here,  we  found  that  Currency  depreciated,  as  it 
was  in  other  places,  to  a  very  considerable  Degree,  or  what  is  the 
same  Thing  all  Articles  of  Life  risen  to  enormous  prices,  the  People 
of  the  neighbourhood,  as  well  Traders  as  Farmers,  unwilling  to  part 
with  their  Merchandize  or  Produce  of  any  sort  but  by  way  of  Barter 
for  other  neoessaries  they  stood  in  need  of; — and  this  so  much  pre- 
vailed among  People  of  all  Denominations,  that  we  could  not  procure 
our  Board  in  the  Town  of  Winchester  at  a  rate  less  than  five  times 
the  former  accustom'd  Price,  Altho'  we  were  provided  with  most  if 
not  all  of  the  foreign  articles  we  used ; — and  as  many  of  us  had  no 
other  Money  to  pay  for  what  we  wanted,  it  was  their  Literest  to 
.make  it  go  as  far  as  they  could  j  nor  have  any  of  us  ezchauffed  Gold 
or  Silver  with  the  Inhabitants  at  any  Rate,  (except  in  one  Instance 
of  three  half  Johannes  spared  to  a  Goldsmith  upon  his  application  to 
work  up)  or  used  any  means  to  lessen  the  Value  of  th#  Continental 
Currency;  nor  expended  Gold  or  Silver  in  the  purchase  of  anjf  Arti* 
eles  but  such  as  could  not  easily  be  had  for  other  Money. — ^If,  then,  the 
Confidence  of  the  People  in  that  money  is  diminished,  it  must  be 
ascribed  to  other  Causes  than  our  Residence  here. 

These  hints  will,  we  hope,  be  sufficient  to  show  that  the  causee 
assigned  for  our  Removal  will  not  justify  so  Rigorous  a  proceeding. 

The  removing  us  a  hundred  miles  farther  from  Home  at  the 
most  inclement  Season  of  the  Year,  along  a  Road  rendered  by  the 
Weather  very  difficult  to  be  passed  by  Carriages,  thrp'  a  Country 
thinly  settled,  where  accommodation  for  so  great  a  Number  of  Persona 
several  of  whom  are  aged,  and  others  very  infirm  of  Body,  cannot 
be  had,  to  a  place  where  we  are  utter  Strangers,  &  where  we  shall 
be  at  such  a  distance  from  our  distressed  &  Anxious  Families  that 
we  shall  seldom  hear  of  their  Situation^  at  a  Time  when  of  all  othera 

*  See  page  102. 
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oar  Care  and  AttentioD  to  them  is  most  wanted,' are  Panishments 
which  could  only,  with  Justice,  be  inflicted  for  Crimes  of  deep  Dye. 

Bat  this  is  not  all ;  when  we  arrive  there,  an  Affirmation  or  Parole 
is  to  be  tendered  to  us,  and  npon  our  refusal  we  are  to  be  closely 
confined  to  a  House  without  the  use  of  Pen,  Ink  or  Paper,  contrary 
to  the  repeated  assaranoes  given  us  that  we  should  be  treated  wi^ 
Humanity  &  Politeness  agreeable  to  our  Characters  &  Stations. 

We  have  heretofore  declared  in  the  most  positive  Terms  our  Inno- 
cence of  administring  any  cause  for  the  Suspicions  entertained  against 
us.  We  have  never  had  any  hearing  of  any  kind ;  nor  have  been 
convicted  of  any  offence ;  for  these  Reasons  we  refused  to  sign  the 
written  Promise  offered  to  us  at  Philadelphia.  The  same  Reasons 
yet  subsist ;  we  are  yet  as  Innocent  as  then,  and  therefore  cannot 
make  ourselves  voluntary  Prisoners,  and  thereby  give  colour  to  the 
proeeedings  against  us. 

During  our  Continuance  here,  no  Provision  has  been  made  foroor 
support,  nor  does  it  appear  that  any  is  made  for  our  Journey  to  Sf  aun- 
ton  or  during  our  residence  there,  as  we  were  given  to  understand 
by  the  Council  should  be  done,-^and  there  are  several  amongst  aa 
who  have  no  other  dependance  for  the  support  of  their  Families  bat 
their  Occupations  which  they  are  by  this  means  prevented  from  fol- 
lowing. 

We  therefore  intreat  you  will  take  our  suffering  Case  into  youp 
serious  Consideration,  and  review  the  whole  Proceedings  had  against 
us,  when  we  doubt  not  you  will  find  that  we  have  given  no  just  cause 
for  our  severe  Treatment,  and  that  you  will  not  only  supersede  the 
Orders  given  by  the  Board  of  War  for  our  Removal,  but  restore  us 
to  our  Liberty,  that  we  may  return  to  our  Families,  whereby  all 
occasion  of  future  Jealousy  or  suspicion  against  us  will  be  removed, 
&  you  will  elperience  that  Peace  of  Mind  which  always  accompanies 
the  doing  Acts  of  Justice  to  the  oppressed. 

And  in  Order  to  Convince  you  that  no  inconvenience  can  arise  to 
you  from  thus  discharging  us.  We  solemnly  repeat  the  declaratioa 
we  have  heretofore  made,  that  we  have  never  held  any  Correspondance 
verbally  or  otherwise  with  the  Ghenerals  of  the  Brittish  Armies,  or  any 
others  concerned  in  concerting  or  carrying  on  their  Militv^y  opera- 
tions, and  are  free  further  to  Declare  that  we  will  not  give  them  any 
information  of  the  circumstances  of  this  Country,  the  dispositiofi  of 
the  Inhabitante,  or  any  Public  Transactions  respecting  the  Contest 
between  Great  Brittain  and  America  which  may  have  come  to  oar 
Knowledge  since  our  residence  here. 

Being  debarred  from  making  a  personal  application,  we  have  pre- 
yailed  upon  Alexander  White,  £)sq',  a  Gentleman  of  Character  ia 
this  Neighbourhood,  to  wait  on  both  your  Bodies  with  this  memorial, 
who,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  Sentiments  of  the  People  & 
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with  our  Gondacti  will  be  able  to  sfttisfy  yon  farther  upon  any  Par- 
ticulars you  may  think  proper  to  enquire  into. 

We  are  your  real  Frienda, 
8am>  Pleasants  John  Hunt 

Thomas  Pike  Jam*  Pemberton 

Tho*  Affleck  John  Pembertcm 

Elijah  Brown  Tho.  Wharton 

Owen  Jones,  jr.  Edw'  Penington 

Samuel  R.  Fisher  Henry  Drinker 

W-  Smith  Tho*  Gilpin 

Miers  Fisher  Gha.  Jervis 

Charles  Eddy  Thomas  Fisber.* 

Isr.  Pemberton 
Winchester,  12«*  Mo.,  19»,  1777. 
Directed^  • 

Memorial  of  Prisoners  at  Winchestef ,  read  Jan'y  5th,  1778. 
Jitflfor«jc^"  Lancaster,  Jan'y  5,  1778.    Bead  in  Council." 


Col.  John  Pipeb  to  Pbbsidbnt  Whaeton,  1777. 

Bedford  County,  Dec  19th,  1777. 
Sir, 

Permit  me  Sir  to  Becomend  to  you  for  Council  and  Direction  the 
Bearer,  Mr.  Holliday,  an  inhabitant  of  Frankstown,  one  of  the  frontecr 
Settlem'ts  of  our  county,  who  has  at  his  own  risk  been  extreamly 
active  in  assembling  the  people  of  that  settlem*  together  and  in  pur- 
chasing Provisions  to  serve  the  Militia  who  came  to  theijr  assistance; 
as  there  was  no  person  appointed  either  to  purchase  Provisions  or 
to  serve  it  out,  necessity  obliged  the  Bearer,  with  the  assistance  of 
some  neighbours,  to  purchase  a  considerable  quantity  of  Provisions 
for  that  Purpose.  By  which  the  inhabitants  have  been  enabled  to 
make  a  stand.  His  request  is  that  he  may  be  suply'd  with  cash  not 
only  to  discharge  the  debts  already  contracted^  but  likewise  to  enable 
him  to  layup  a  store  for  future  demand.  I  beg  leave  Sir  to  refer  to 
the  Bearer  for  further  information,  in  hopes  you'l  Provide  for  their 
farther  support,  their  situation  requires  immediate  assistanoe. 
I  am  Sir  with  all 

'  due  Respect  y'  Exoellancys 

most  obed*  ffble  Serv*, 

JOHN  PIPER. 
Directed^ 

The  Honourable  Presidant  in  Council,  Lancaster. 
^  Mr.  Holliday. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Yol.^!.  p.896. 
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PaocL4-MATioN  of'  Gbk.  Washington,  177T. 

By  his  Bxoell^Mj  G«0Tge  WashiDgton,  Esq.,  Oenerml  «nd  Com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  Proclamation. 

By  virtue  of  the  Power  and  direction  to  me  especially  giyeo,  I 
hereby  enjoin  and  require  all  persons  residing  within  seventy  miles 
of  my  head  quarters ;  to  thresh  out  half  of  their  grain  by  the  first 
day  of  February,  and  the  other  half  by  the  first  day  of  March  next 
ensuing,  on  pain,  in  case  of  failure,  of  having  all  that  shall  remain 
in  sheaves  after  the  periods  above  mentioned,  seized  by  the  commis- 
saries, and  Quarter  Masters  of  the  army,  and  paid  for  as  Straw. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  iiead  quarters  near  the  Valley  forge  in 
Philadelphia  County  the  20th  day  of  December,  1777. 

GEORGE  WASBINGTON.* 

By  his  Excellencys  command, 

BOB.  H,  HARRISON,  Se<f^. 


Council  to  Delegates  from  Pbnn'a  in  Congress,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  December  20th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

The  usefulness  of  Waggons  in  this  State,  especially  at  this  time  of 
invasion  to  transport  provisions  and  forage,  and  for  other  parposes 
of  the  army  must  be  acknowledged ;  the  owners  of  waggons  for  a  eon* 
siderable  time  past  have  been  loosing  money  at  the  wages  which  the 
honourable  Congress  has  fizt  and  this  is  one  reason  why  there  is  so 
much  difficulty  in  procuring  them  when  demanded  by  the  Quarter 
Masters — unless  the  pay  is  adequate  to  the  Expence  and  wear  and 
tear  of  the  waggons  and  gears,  the  loss  must  hU  on  the  owners,  when 
Justice  and  equity  says  it  should  be  bourne  bv  the  publick  Council, 
are  about  to  put  that  business  on  a  better  footing,  they  hope  than  it 
has  been  heretofore — but  to  ensure  success  to  their  pkn  the  wages 
must  be  increased,  this  I  beg  you  to  hint  to  Congress  perhaps  instead 
of  30«.  ^  day  for  a  waggon  and  four  horses, with  a  driver,  45«.  to  50<. 
should  be  allowed,  some  think  more  as  private  people  give  from  3  to 
4  pounds,  otherwise  when  the  waggons  now  in  use  are  worn  out  they 
will  not  be  replaced  on  aoo^  of  the  high  price  of  horses  and  Iron  w. 

*  See  Resolution  of  Congress  to  the  same  effect  on  page  82. 
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veO  as  ifae  workmanship,  I  taik  eooeriooei  of  Ibe  prcyralj  of  hkntg 
the  hire  of  waggons  inoreased  and  therefore  I  give  jou  the  sentimeate 
of  Council  as  we]l  as  m j  own  on  the  subject. 
I  am  withieapeet 

G«ntleftieit, 

your  very  hum'hl  Serv* 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  jr. 
IXrected. 

To  the  Delegates  ot  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 


The  Dkpositiox  op  Marqakkt  Ledekman,  1777. 

Of  Torktown,  widow,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelisto 
of  Almighty  God,  doth  depose  and  say. 

That  on  Sunday  kst  in  the  forenoon  a  certain  Bobert  Jones  of 
^Manchester  Township,  in  the  County  of  York,  came  to  her  house  in 
Yorktown  to  inquire  about  a  Load  of  hay,  which  as  she  understood 
her  son  bad  purchased  of  the  said  Jones  at  l^hirty  Shillings  for  which 
be  was  to  pay  him  in  work  at  the  old  price.  She  ask^  him  what 
had  become  of  his  friend  Bankini  &  told  him  she  had  heard- he  waa 
in  Philadelphia,  he  asked  her  who  told  her  so.  She  replied  Mr. 
Peters.  Jones  then  laughed  and  said  it  is  so,  it  is  true  enough — 
The  Deponent  is  not  certain  whether  he  said  Eankin  came  himself 
every  week,  but  thinks  something  of  the  kind  was  mentioned,  but  la 
positive  that  the  said  Jones  told  her  that  the  said  Rankin  came  fro-. 
qnently  out  of  Philadelphia  as  far  aa  the  rising  sun,  &  that  his  family 
either  saw  him  or  had  a  Letter  every  week.  That  the  said  Jones 
then  told  her  that  the  said  Rankin  would  be  here  at  York  this  winter, 
for  that  as  soon  as  the  Ice  was  fit  to  bear,  &  the  Susquehannah  frozen 
oyer  the  English  would  be  here.  That  the  said  Rankin  could  travel 
oat  from  &  into  Philadelphia,  aa  far  as  to  the  rising  sun  easily  for 
noboddy  stops  him.  That  by  the  said  Jones'l  conversation  she  un- 
derstood Rankin  was  to  conduct  the  English  to  York  that  before  the 
said  Jones's  departure,  he  desired  the  Deponent  to  keep  the  Matter 
secret,  saying  with  much  earnestness  ^*  for  Ood's  sake  dont  tell  that 
I  told  you  of  it,  or  else  it  will  cost  aie  my  plantation,''  but  she  on 
her  Son's  coming  from  Church,  being  mnoh  terrified  with  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  Enemy  coming  this  way,  told  her  son  what  had  passed, 
with  many  other  circumstances  which  she  has  now  forgot,  but  from' 
the  whole  of  the  said  Jones's  conversation  she  was  so  convinced  that 
the  Enemy  would  be  here,  that  she  was  casting  about  for,  and  con- 
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snlted  her  son  upon  places  of  Safetyi  wherein  to  d^)oeii  their  Taleabb 
effeote.  * 

(Copy). 

her 
MARGARET  M  LEDERMAN. 
mark 
Sworn  &  Subscribed 

before  mO;  16  Decern''^  1776. 

WM.  LEAS. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbsidbnt  WHARToiy,  1777. 

War  Office,  y  20  Decern',  1777. 
Sir, 

In  conseqrience  of  the  Deposition  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Lederman  of 
Torktown,  Copy  whereof  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  your  £x- 
oellenoy,  the  Board  concluded  no  time  should  be  lost  in  eecuringtbe 
Person  of  Robert  Jones,  who  it  appears,  directly  or  indirectly  has 
had  an  intercourse  with  the  Enemy.  He  is  now  under  eonfinement, 
and  the  board  beg  leave  to  refer  him  over  to  the  executive  power  of 
the  State.  His  general  character  throughout  the  Neighbourhood  is 
that  of  a  Disaffected  person,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  apprehended  there 
are  many  others  linked  together  that  make  a  chain  highly  necessaiy 
to  be  broken  &  dispersed  in  the  present  situation  of  Affithrs, — Thia 
Jones  not  being  so  artful  and  cautious  as  the  rest  has  inadvertently 
made  public,  what  he  doubtless  intended  should  for  the  present  re- 
main secret,  indeed  at  his  first  examination  he  wholly  denied  the 
charge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Ezcellencey's 

most  ob*  humble  Serv^ 
•  JOSEPH  NOURSE,D.  8. 

Directed, 

On  public  Service. 

His  Exeellenoy  Th.  Wharton,  junV,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Bx-; 
Council  state  of  Pennsilvania  Lancaster. 
^  Express. 
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Lt.  Jacob  Mobqan  to  Cofi.  Jacob  Mokqan,  Lajbtcastbb, 

177T. 

ReadiDg  Decern'  20tb,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  BeceiVd  his  Excellencies  orders  of  December  the  5th,  Bespect- 
ing  CoIIectiBg  the  Fines  from  the  Delinquents,  and  also  to  send  a 
Return  of  all  the  Militia  of  oar  County  who  have  from  time  to  time 
turned  out  in  their  Several  Classes.  As  for  the  Collecting  the  fines 
from  Delinquents  we  have  appointed  the  Days  of  Appeal  for  the 
Different  Battalions  throughout  the  County. 

The  first  of  the  Appeals  for  the  District  belonging  to  Reading, 
begining  on  the  29th  of  this  Instant,  and  to  continue  for  3  days, 
and  so  on  3  Days  in  each  Battalion  Througbt  the  County  Succes- 
•ively,  as  for  the  Return  of  the  Militia,  please  to  write  to  me 
whether  the  Council  Meant  that  there  should  be  a  Return  of  all  the 
Names  of  the  Militia  that  Turns  out  or  the  Number  of  each  Battal- 
ions in  Companies. 

Please  to  lay  before  the  Council  whether  the  guard  that  was  ap- 
pointed in  Reading  is  to  be  Continued,  for  their  time  will  soon  Ex- 
pire. Please  also  to  Inform  the  Council  the  Necessity  to  Continue 
it  as  to  Guarding  prisoners  to  Lancaster  and  elsewhere  and  also 
Guarding  them  when  they  are  here  for  the  town  is  hardly  ever  Clear 
of  tbem,  more  or  less  and  also  for  taking  up  Deserters  and  sending 
'  them  to  Camp. 

Please  to  send  me  some  of  the  Ordinances  past  the  25th  of  Octo- 
ber Last  for  Levying  the  Monies  Advanced  for  Subsitutes  &c.,  for  I 
have  but  one  of  them.  ^ 

lam 

years  &o, 

JACOB  MORGAN. 

N.  B.  Please  to  aend  me  an  Answer  by  the  Bearer,  Joseph 
Tallot. 

Directed^ 

To  Col.  Jacob  Morgan,  member  of  the  Council  in  Lancaster,  on 
Pablic  Service. 
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Pbbsidsnt  Whakton  to  Joseph  Rbid^  1777. 

In  Gonndl^  Lancaster  December  20th;  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

Gonndl  are  ^atlj  indebted  to  yon  for  yonr  many  letters  and  for 
the  dose  attention  you  pay  to  the  Interest  of  yonr  bleeding  conntry. 
Oar  army  withdrawing  its  protection  from  the  inhabitants  of  Phila., 
and  Bucks  Counties  fill'd^  the  House  of  Assembly  and  Oonncil  with 
the  utmost  distress  and  anxiety  for  their  safety  and  indnced  them  to 
remonstrate  to  congress  against  their  retiring  to  such  a  distance  from 
the  enemy  as  to  leave  the  inhabitants  an  easy  prey  to  their  wanton 
and  flavage  treatment^  I  however  hope  the  General  Officers  have 
altered  their  plan  and  that  th^  have  reconsidered  the  situation  of 
our  country  and  will  afford  that  relief  to  those  who  they  are  bound 
to  protect  as  they  have  an  undoubted  right  to  expect,  I  understand 
the  State  of  Virginia  purpose  to  assist  us  with  5000  Volunteers  to 
serve  six  months  and  that  a  much  greater  number  of  the  militia  are 
coming  from  the  Eastern  States,  should  these  arrive  timeously,  I 
hope  with  the  blessing  of  providence  we  shall  enjoy  peace  and  tran- 
quilitv  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  is  it  not  disgraceful  that  a 
'  handnii  of  men  should  possess  the  capital  of  one  of  the  most  wealthy 
States  and  with  all  our  exertions  not  have  force  sufficient  to  destroy 
every  man  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  if  we  wer^  so  dispos'd.  I 
blush  at  the  Idea,  pusilanimity  the  Conduct  of  other  States  I  trust  will 
heighten  this  blush  otherwise,  I  shudder  at  the  Consequences — ^the 
Bearer  I  am  told  is  waiting,  he  takes  a  letter  from  the  speaker  in- 
forming  you  of  your  appointment  in  Congress  on  which  I  congratu- 
late your  country. 

I  am  •  ^ 

very  respectfully 

Dear  sir, 

your  very 

humble  servant 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Junr. 
Directed, 
To  Honble  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr. 


COUHCIL  TO  COMMODOEB  HAflSLWOOD,  ITTT.' 

In  Oeuncilj  Lancaflter;  Deoember  20tb;  1777. 
Sir, 

I  rec'd  your  Letter  by  Mr.  Bradford  dated  the  1  Inst.,  and  slioald 
liave  answered  it  before  this  time,  bat  expected  he  would  have  returned 
in  a  few  Days  and  have  been  the  bearer,  he  has  howeyer  been  detained 
on  aoco^  the  exhausted  state  of  our  Treasury,  and  I  am  afraid  he  will 
not,  on  that  account,  be  able  to  leave  this  for  Sereral  Days,  the  first 
Money  that  comes  in  he  shall  have  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
Mens  Wages,  and  for  the  Commissary  to  purchase  Provisions  with. 

I  greatly  lament  the  Situation  the  Fleet  has  been  reduced  to,  I 
Jraow  every  exertion  in  your  power  has  been  made  to  render  it  ser- 
▼leeahle  to  your  Country,  and  I  am  now  well  convinced,  from  many 
Gircumstaneefl,  that  both  Officers  and  Men,  in  Many  of  the  BoatSj 
merit  {Mnuse,  rather  than  deserve  CenBare-*-the  reproaches  of  some  haa 
proceeded,  I  dare  say,  from  Ignorance  of  the  Orders  given,  or  want 
of  knowledge  of  their  oircums^noee;  and  of  Others  from  a  desire  to 
throw  the  blame  from  off  their  own  shoulders  on  to  those  of  others. 
When  I  wrote  you  from  Head  Quarters  it  was  in  oonsequenoe  of  a 
Letter  shewn4o  me  by  his  Exdelk  frepi  Gen.  Yamum,  wherein  some 
reflections  were  cast  on  some  of  the  Boats  as  not  ebbing  your  sig- 
Bab,  it  waa  proper  you  should  be  made  acquainted  with  that  Gentle* 
mana  opinion  of  them,  in  order  that  if  he  was  mistaken)  you  might 
have  an  opport^  to  say  so ;  if  otherwise  that  the  proper  punishment 
might  be  inflicted  on  the  delinquents.  Your  Letter  to  me,  which 
was  read  in  Council,  has  satisfied  them  that  the  Officers  and  Men  of 
your  Fleet,  generally,  have  behaved  with  a  Spirit  Mid  Vigor  that  does 
them  great  Honor,  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Count^  is  due  to 
their  senrioeB.  And  the  Council  desire  you  will  in  our  name  thanl^ 
them  accordingly  in  the  most  respectful  terms.  There  are  others,  i^ 
is  too  true,  who  have  diagfaced  the  American  Arms,  but  it  would  b^ 
hard  that  the  brave  &  Virtuous  should  bear  the  Infamy  of  the  bas^ 
Oondaet  of  Cowards  and  Traitors. 

I  wrote  a  few  Lines  to  CoU  Bradford,  the  other  Day,  &  mentioned 
to  him  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  place  where  the  Fleet  should 
bo  aecured  during  the  winter.  I  thought  the  wharfes  near  Trenton, 
of  Mr.  Bichards,  &  Turner,  &  Hunt,  would  be  as  safe  as  any  I  could 
recollect ;  but  your  self  and  the  Navy  Board,  with  your  principal 
officers  are  more  Competent  Judges  than  Council  can  pretend  to  be. 

I  have  sent  down  for  the  Use  of  the  Boats  Crews,  4  hhd  Whiskey 
and  180  pr  Shoes,  &  and  as  many  pair  of  Stockings;  these  I  hope 
yon  have  rec'd.  I  shall  endeavor  to  procure  more  Clothing,  &  send 
them  forward  as  soon  as  possible.   The  bearer  is  waiting,  have  thcr^- 

Vol.  VI.— 6 
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fore  only  time  io  request  a  Line  from  yon  as  often  as  oonvenieni. 
In  the  mean  ^me  I  remain  with  great  respect, 

Sir, 
year  very  Hum. 

Directed 
Io  Oommodoro  Haaehrood. 


Majob  Gen.  John  Armstbokg  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp,  near  Bartholomews,  22d  Dec',  1777. 
Beat  Sir, 

'  General  Washington  has  requested  me  to  write  to  Gonneil,  thsi 
the  same  number  of  Militia  may  be  kept  up  throughout  the  Winter 
as  are  at  present  in  the  field,  or  as  thro'  the  Course  of  the  Cam- 
paign, of  these  with  me,  I  look  for  a  return  this  evening,  but  shall 
not  detain  the  Express  for  it.  I  take  the  number  to  be  a&>ut  sixtees 
hundred,  and  with  Oen^  Potter,  yet  in  Chester  County,  four  or  £?• 
hundred ;  of  these  a  oonsidwable  number  will  be  firee  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  January. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  tiiat  my  last  letters  will  lUly  suggest  to  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,  altho'  not  immediately  address'd  to  Ilia 
representative  body,  as  will  the  natural  observation  of  both  bran^os 
of  Oovemment,  the  mueh  exposed  situation  of  the  Bastem  parts  of 
the  State,  but  in  a  particular  manner,  tiie  extensive  Country  on  this 
ride  the  Souylkill.  The  Winter  possition  of  [the  Continental  Army, 
at  irhat  is  called  the  Forge  or  Valley  Hill,  will,  we  hope,  ehieiy 
preserve  the  County  of  Chester,  with  several  other  good  effeeta, 
^ilst  the  attempt  for  the  defence  of  the  Counties  of  PhiladeMiia 
ft  Bucks,  appears  to  remun  chiefly,  or  rather  wholly  with  the  Miiiiia 
cf  the  State ;  an  effort  as  arduous  as  it  is  laudible,  and  if  atteaded 
with  only  a  partial  degree  of  success,  will  be  all  ti>at  the  BMXit 
aan^utno  reason  can  expect. 

The  Winter  arrangement  on  this  side  Souylkill,  the  Oenend  has 
thought  proper,  at  the  same  time  adding  his  own  instruotionsy  to 
commit  to  me.  This  I  have  digested  in  the  best  manner  I  ean* 
which  hath  met  with  his  Excellency's  approbation.  The  eaaential 
parts  or  outlines  whereof,  are  none  other  than  taking;  a  variable  sta** 
^ion  on  every  leading  road,  betwixt  Seuylkill  and  Debware,  of  whiek 
I  find  there  are  to  the  number  ci  nine^  that  may  be  called  Ci^^itol 
roads — the  general  service  on  each  kkn  only  be  to  compete  with 
smaller  partys  of  the  enemy,  prevent  such  from  proceeding  into  the 
-Country,  ft  intercept  the  business  of  marketing,  or  any  other  inter- 
course of  the  disaffected  with  the  Enemy,  as  for  as  oiroumatanoea 
will  admit.    Standing  Pioquets  must  be  placed  on  every  road,  and 
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PalroleB  aided  by  a  few  light  Horse  to  proceed  as '  near  the 
Enemy  as  may  be  reasonable^  This  mode  will  necessarily  throw 
the  troops  into  detachments — in  that  way  they  must  be  employed, 
if  employed  to  any  good  parpose  at  all.  This  method  will  be  sub- 
ject to  its  iaeonveniencieay  particukriy,  feeding  the  Men,  ohanffing 
the  Battalions  when  some  are  free,  denvery  of  Arms,  &c  ,  but  m  a 
choice  of  difficulties,  we  have  nothing  for  it  but  the  least.  The 
general  arrangement  with  partioakr  hiatrvotions  to  te  Oomaiatider 
on  each  road,  is  all  that  the  season  will  permit  me  to  do.  The 
waifoQs  BwvementB  &  lodgings  an  already  too  hard  for  ne,  and 
flevefw  weather  must  be  at  hasd.  General  Potter  says  he  can  by 
BO  meana  tarry  the  Whoier.  And  some  JBead  tbeie  people  mtkot 
eertaisly  have  very  saddenly,  elae  all  will  go  to  eonfosioil.  I  had^ 
iherefore,  tattered  myself  that  from  my  letter  by  Doctor  DntUAj 
m  oew  appointment  woold  have  been  made,  and  the  person  ready  for 
ckity.  A  notice  ef  this  sort  I  h&pe  soon  to  be  iivear'd  widi,  ft 
ihink  it  already  on  die  road.  Having  the  Hon'  to  be, 
your  Excdknci^s 

Most  humb"  serv*, 

JOHN  AEMSTRONa  « 
Directed, 

On  the  publick  service.    To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^ 
ISaq',  Lancaster.    By  a  return  Express. 


Council  to  Colonel  Clbmknt  Biddlb,  1777.  * 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  Deo' 22d»  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  quantity  of  powder  in  possession  of 
Thomas  Himeburg,'*'  powder  maker,  belonging  to  the  Continent, 
which  should  be  removed  to  a  place  of  greater  safety.  I  therefore 
request  you  to  order  as  many  waggons  as  the  beaier,  Thomas  Urie, 
Esq',  may  think  necessary  to  remove,  that  and  such  other  publick 
stores  as  may  be  in  the  said  Himeburg  or  Robert  Towers  possession. 
Waggons  reUtmiog  from  Camp  to  this  Town  may  be  employed 
on  this  business  without  putting  the  publick  to  any  extraordiviry 
ex|>enoe. 

I  am  with  much  respect  sir, 

year  very  hamUe  'sarvt, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jun*,  Preis«.  ; 
Directed, 

To  Colonel  Kddle,  F,  M.  General  " 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  ^cl.  XI.,  p.  889. 
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CiBOUiiAR  OF  Council  to  Dep,   Wagon  Mastbrs,  1777. 

In  CotiDoil;  Lancaster^  December  22dcI^  1777. 
Sir, 

It  k  beooBia  absolatel j  neoessary  that  a  regolation  ahoald  take 
place  reBpecting  waggons,  when  called  into  pabiio  service  in  tkia 
fitate,  BO  that  the  bnrtfaen,  or  advantage  may  be  equally  felt.  And 
the  fion'ble  house  of  Assembly  haye  recommended  to  Goaneil  to 
adopt  aach  salutary  measures  as  shall  fally  answer  the  purpose.  I  am 
Ifaerefore  to  acquaint  you  that  council  hath  appointed  you  waggon 
j&aster  of  the  County  of  with  full  power  and  authority  to 

you,  to  appoint  a  deputy  in  each  township,  who  shall  make  a  zetom 
upon  eath,  of  the  number  and  name  of  the  ownera  of  all  the  waggona 
in  said  townships  respectively  to  you,  and  a  copy  of  all  which  returns 
you  are  required  to  send  to  this  council,  and  one  other  copy  to  the 
waggon  Master  General  of  this  State,  who  will  attend  at  head  quarters 
as  often  as  the  nature  of  his  office  will  require.  And  you  are  hereby 
required  and  directed  to  obey  such  orders  as  you  may  receive  from 
the  Wagffon  Master  General  from  time  to  time,  and  furnish  the 
waggonrby  him  so  ordered  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  calling  them 
out  in  rotation  so  that  every  person  may  take  bis  tour  T)f  duty  in  his 
turn,  the  resolve  of  Council  will  inform  you  of  the  plan  upem 

which  this  business  is  to  be  conducted.  It  may  sometimes  happen 
that  the  hon'ble  Congress,  or  the  Quarter,  or  Deputy  Quarter  Master 
and  forage  Masters  or  their  deputies,  may  require  an  immediate 
supply  of  Waggons,  and  to  wait  for  orders  from  the  Waggon  Master 
General  might  prove  a  publick  injury,  in  such  cases  you  are  to  afford 
all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  and  inform  the  Waggon  Master 
General,  of  your  proceedings. 


J.  B.  Smith  to  Council  and  Assembly,  1777. 

Laacasteri  Dec  22, 1777. 

Inclosed  you  have  a  resolution  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the 
memorial  from  your  state  with  which  I  was  chai^d.*  I  am  happy  to 
inform  you  that  the  army  has  taken  quarters  in  a  position  which  I 
presume  will  be  agreeable  to  the  State.  Congress  have  now  before 
them  a  number  of  resolutions  concerning  the  army  which  will  proba- 
bly be  transmitted  in  a  day  or  two  to  the  Assembly.    Ou  the  other 

*  Bee  p.  104* 
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laftf  JOQ  have  a  copy  of  im  tot  paasod  bj  ihe  State  of  Yirgmk  whioh 
joar  delegates  thokghi  it  their  duty  to  tranamit  to  yon. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  regard 
your  ezoelleDcy's  the  Goancil, 

&  the  Hon'ble  Aaeembly's 

moat  hamble  Bervant; 

JON' A.  B.  SMITEC 
Directed, 
On  pablick  serrioe. 

To  His  Ercellency  Thomas  Wharton,  junV,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylyania. 


Act  op  General  Assembly  op  Virginia  Alltjdkd  to  in 
prkcbdinq,  1777. 

At  a  general  assembly  began  &  held  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of. 
Williamsburg  on  Monday  20  of  October,  1777. 

An  act  for  speedily  oloathin^  the  troops  raised  by  this  oonunon- 
wealth  now  in  Continental  service. 

Whereas  the  probability  of  a  winter  campaign  hath  rendered  iff 
indispensably  necessary  to  famish  an  immediate  supply  of  oloathingr 
Ibr  the  troops  raised  in  this  oommonwealtb,  &  now  in  the  eontinentd 
servioe,  &  the  usual  method  of  supply  may  prove  tedious  &  inadequata 
to  the  present  emergency. 

For  remedy  herein,  Bt  it  enacted,  &c.,  that  the  Governor  with  the 
advioe  of  the  Council  of  State  be,  &  he  is  hereby  impowered  to  i^jpoia^ 
Commissioners  in  every  part  of  this  Commonwealth  where  be  shall 
think  proper,  who  shall,  &  they  or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  do- 
elared  to  have  power  &  authority,  respectively  to  sdie  all  linnens, 
woolens,  trimmings,  tanned  leather,  hats,  leather  breeches,  c^esKd 
deer  skins,  shoes  &  stockings,  proper  for  the  use  of  the  army,  which 
Biay  be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  person  or  persons  wbateveri 
who  hath  purchased  the  same  in  any  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  sale.  And  if  any  person,  who  may  on  good  grounds  be  suspected 
by  the  said  Commissioners  of  having  conceded  any  of  the  said  articles 
in  any  storehouse  or  other  place,  shall  refuse  to  permit  such  commis- 
sioners to  have  free  access  thereto  the  said  Commissioners  are  hereby 
impowered  in  company  with  a  justice  of  the  Peace,  &  by  hia  order 
to  break  open  any  locks  or  doors,  to  enable  them  to  disoover  whether 
any  such  articles  are  concealed,  &  when  the  said  commissioners^  &. 
Juaiice  shali  meet  with  resistance  in  accompliahiAg  this  discovery  tbei 
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skid  Jm^oe  is  hereby  dirootdd  to  call  upon  6ie  sheriff  or  nmj  cati^ 
stable  for  such  aid  of  the  Qoanty  as  shall  be.  silfficient  to  enfbree 
obedience  to  this  act.  The  said  commissioners  shall  be,  &  they  are 
hereby  required,  &  empowered  te  appoint  four  honest,  &  reputable 
housekeepers  of  the  neighbourhood,  of  whom  any  three  may  act  who 
having  first  taken  an  oath  to  be  administered  by  any  one  of  the  com- 
missioners, faithfully,  &  impartially  to  perform  that  service,  shall 
appraise  sueh  goods  in  ready  money  at  a  reasonable  price,  having  a 
regard  to  the  eiroumstances  of  the  times. 
The  'commissioners  who  shall  have  performed  the  services  shall 

five  a  certificate  in  writing,  after  such  valuation  shall  be  made  to  the 
elders  of  such  goods  respectively,  distinguishing  the  particular  spe- 
eies,  quantity,  &  value  thereof,  with  an  order  to  he  drawn  on  Uie 
treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  to  pay  the  said  appraised  value  to  the 
holder,  or  his  order  within  one  month  from  the  date  hereof,  which 
order  the  said  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay,  and  in  all  oases 
where  such  goods  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Troops  in  the 
continental  service,  the  same  shall  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the 
United  A.  States.  And  the  commissioners  or  any  two  of  them  may 
imploy  or  if  necessary  impress  so  many  workmen  as  they  shall  judge 
sufficient  to  make  up  into  wearing  apparel  such  cloathing  &  leather. 
.  The  wages  of  any  workmen  impressed  in  case  of  disagreement  between 
the  parties  shall  be  settled  in  the  same  manner  as  the  value  of  the 
materials  seized,  and  orders  for  such  wages,  as  well  as  what  shall 
become  due  to  the  persons  voluntarily  impressed,  shall  be  drawn  upon 
the  treasurer,  paid  by  him,  &  charged  in  manner  aibresaid.  If  any 
workmen  impressed  shall  refuse,  or  being  a  servant  his  master  shall 
Bot  pennit  him  to  work,  the  servant  or  master  so  offending  upon  com 
plaint  <tf  the  commissioners  or  any  two  of  them  may  by  a  Jiistke  of 
tbe  PeiM)e  be  oommitted  to  prison  till  he  shall  comply. 

The  said  commissioners  shall  by  some  safe  ooaveyanoe,  &  in  doe 
time  transmit  to  the  Treasurer  a  list  of  the  sums  for  which  thi^yfBhall 
have  drawn  orders  togethtf  with  the  nsmes  of  the  persons  in  whoee 
litYor  they  were  drawn,  for  his  more  certain  information. 

And  if  any  person  ediall  be  soed  for  doing  anything  in  ezecntioA 
of  this  act  the  defendant  may  plead  the  general  issue,  &  give  this  aot 
in  evidenoe ;  &  if  the  plaintiff  shall  be  nonsuited,  or  a  judgement  pass 
i^lMttst  him  upon  a  verdict  or  demurrer,  the  defendant  cSall  recover 
double  eosts,  and  in  all  sooh  suits  the  onus  probandi  shall  lie  upon 
the  plaintiff.  This  aot  to  oontinae  in  force  'till  last  day  of  Feb'ry 
next 

J.T., 
C.  H.  D. 

To  A.  B.  ft.  C. 

I  do  by  advice  of  Gonnoil  appoint  you  eommisaioners  at  -—  & 
-«^—  &  the  adjacent  parts  to  execute  the  aot  of  Assembl  v,  I  send 
hoKtilh.    The  ezoeeding  great  distress  of  oar  Troops  will  I  tmat 
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urge  yon  to  make  jodr  best  ezertioiui  to  procure  the  articles  ennmer- 
mi&d,  if  they  arc  to  be.  fband  in  your  quarter,  you  will  pkaae  to  give 
me  the  earliest  informatioa  of  your  proceedings  herein. 

I  am^  &c., 

P.  HENBT. 
Williamsburg,  Nov'r  29, 1777. 


Board  of  War  to  President  Whartoit,  1777. 

War  Office,  22a  Decem'r,  1777. 
Sir,  • 

The  unhappy  situation  of  the  Americau  Prisoners  of  war  confined 
in  Philadelphia  &  the  City  of  New  York — renders  it  indispensably 
necessary  that  measures  be  immediately  taken  to  afford  them  every 
possible  relief.  Had  the  enemy  on  their  part  observed  a  Conduct 
equally  humane  with  that  which  has  been  inviolably  adhered  to  in 
the  Treatment  of  the  British  Prisoners  of  War,  the  measure  that  is 
now  requisite  to  be  adopted,  to  render  the  Captivity  of  our  prisoners 
in  any  degree  supportable,  would  have  been  unnecessary,  but  so  far 
from  observing  even  the  common  line  of  humanity,  their  conduct . 
towards  our  Prisoners  thro'  the  several  stages  of  the  war,  has  been 
marked  with  more  than  savage  cruelty,  and  has  rendered  it  necessary 
for  Oongres  to  send  in  Provisions  for  their  support  least  a  greater 
number  shou'd  fall  a  sacrifice  to  their  inhumanity. 

I  am  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  Elias.  Boudinot,  Esq., 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners  finds  it  impossible  to  procure  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  Flour  and  Beef  without  paying  a  price  too  ex- 
travagant to  be  allowed,  and  that  so  little  regard  is  paid  to  the  Cur- 
rency, that  delays  may  be  attended  with  many  ill  consequences  to 
the  prisoners  without  the  Interposition  of  the  Civil  Authority.  I  am 
therefiue  in  the  name  of  the  Board  of  War,  most  earnestly  to  request 
yonr  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  Mr.  Boudinot  or  his 
Deputy  with  every  assistance  in  the  procuring  of  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  Floor,  or  Beef  as  may  be-  thought  necessary,  not  only  for  the 
immediate  assistance  of  our  Prisoners,  but  ako  to  raise  a  sum  of 
Money  to  purchase  Cloathing  to  cover  them.  Mr.  Boudinot  wiU 
vrait  on  your  Excellency  with  this,  to  whom  they  beg  leave  to  refer. 
I  ha?e  the  honour 

to  be  Sir;  your 

very  ob*  Serv*, 

JOS.  NOUESE,  D.  S. 
Directed^ 

On  publiek  Service. 

His  Exoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,  President  of  the ' 
Coonoil  Pennsylvania;  Lancaster. 
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Jacob  Mo&aAK,  Ja.,  to  V.  P.  Bbtan,  1777. 

Beading,  Deoem'  2Srd,  1777. 
Dear  Sir,l 

I  iiiiderBtand  that  all  the  Stocking  Weayen  are  still  at  German* 
town  with  their  Looms,  and  out  of  work,  supposed  to  be  about  One 
Hundred,  also  6  or  7  Tanners,  who  have  large  Tan  Yards  full  of 
Leatheri  part  of  which  is  nearly  Tanned;  they  might  eaailj  be 
removed. 

Query,  are  they  not  objects  worthy  notice  of  Council.  Should 
they  enemy  determine  to  stay  or  leave  Philad*  this  ^nter  they  wHl 
probably  destroy  them,  which  would  be  a  great  loss  to  th  s  State. 
Are  not  the  Row  Oallies  in  danger  of  feJling  into  the  enemys  hands 
this  winterj  had  they  not  better  be  striped  of  their  Sails  and  Riging 
&  Sunk. 

If  any  letters  should  come  to  Lancaster  for  me,  I  should  be  much 
obliged  you  If  you'll  please  to  forward  them  to  me  at  this  place,  as 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  come  to  Lancaster  till  the  week  after  Newyear^ 
also  the  Newspapiors — ^please  to  send  mo  the  Newspapiors. 
I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

With  Bespecti 

Your  verry  Humble  Servant, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  Jr. 

P»  S.  The  bearor,  Mr.  Baker,  is  a  Gentleman  well  acquainted 
with  the  dry  good  buisiness,  and  would  be  glad  to  be  employed  in 
the  Cloathin^  buisiness.  If  this  State  are  to  Cloath  her  own  Troops, 
he  will  lay  his  proposalsbefore  Council. 

The  Hon"'  George  Bryan,  Esq'. 


Col.  John  Bull  to  Pres't  Wharton,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Great  Loss  of  Gen'l  Erwin  has  Thrown  much  more  of  the 
Duties  of  the  Field  upon  me,  having  by  a  Genl  Order  the  Imme- 
diate Charge  (under  Gen'l  Armstrong)  of  the  Second  Brigade^  and 
Since  the  Grand  Army  has  movd  over  the  Schuilkil  they  have  been 
verry  Scant  of  Provisions,  and  none  Left  for  the  suport  of  the  Troops 
under  the  Comand  of  Gen'l  Armstrong,  I  have,  therefore,  Been 
Necessiated  to  Provide  Beef  &  Flour  for  the  Whole  of  the  Militia 
on  the  East  side  of  SchuilkiL  The  method  I  have  taken  to  Procure 
the  Former  has  been  by  Sending  Down  Proper  Comands  from  the 
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Brigade  Towards  the  Enemies  Lines ;  tbey  Drive  of  those  GatUe 

Umj  find  fit  for  Bee(  Leaving  the  Milch  €ows  for  nse  of  the  own« 

en,  Ohing  Receipts  for  j*  Quantity,  Directed  to  y*  Comisary  of 

Parehsses.     Some  times,  Carts  Loaded  with  Pork,  Floor,  fte.,  have 

been  DeCeeCed  Gknng  to  y  Enemy,  and  Likewise  Brought  to  Camp 

vith  the  Driren,  &c.,  by  this  means  we  not  only  snply  oar  Oamp' 

vHk  Provisioiui,  hut  thereby  Deprive  the  Bnemy  of  those  •dvantafes 

they  i^t  have  in  Coming  out  in  Foramng  Parties.    The  Pro< 

eonmg  of  Flovr  is  attended  with  a  Dificidly,  the  Reason  of  wbinh- 

is  tkc  Friaoipal  motive  whioh  has  Indoeed  me  to  TioaU#  y*  Gonaeil 

with  Ihis  line,  to  Inform  them  of  the  Disadvantage  whioh  is  Likely> 

to  attend  the  Limitation  oo  the  Priees  of  Grain  in  this  8tate«  partien* 

laily  Wheat.    In  the  Farmers  Present  Sitoatioa  he  is  c4>liged  to 

Pky  durae  times  the  Price  for  Comon  Labour  at  Leaat^  and  often 

■ere.    The  Enormons  Price  (or  Bather  Extortion)  of  all  Kind  of 

SBithvod^  Shoe  aod  Harness  Laather,  Salt^  &o.,  whioh  are  articles 

which  the  Fanner  Cannot  Dispenoe  with,  as  well  as  many  othev 

tfaiags  Proportionately  Dear,  makes  it  more  then  Probeble  that  tk0 

frnuors  wUI  be  Finely  Disoonraged  from  any  attempts  to  Baisemore 

than  will  Barely  snport  their  families.    I  think  the  takeing  the 

Gnin  at  j*  l^te  Staled  Priees  Seems  like  the  Fableof  EiUii^  the 

Qooee  for  the  Benefit  of  Her  Eggs. 

Id  the  State  of  New  Jersey  the  Legislature  have  allow'd  Twelve 
Shilliaig  ^  Bushel  for  Wheat,  the  same  ^  Gallon  for  Liquor  or 
Whiskey,  and  Bednoed  the  Price  of  Salt,  Leather,  &o.,  a  List  of 
whkfa  Bates  I  have  ti^en  the  Liberty  to  Inclose,  wfakh  Perhaps  yon 
nay  not  thmk  Impropper  to  Lay  before  your  Assembly,  If  not,  I 
Flatter  myself,  as  my  whole  motive  is  the  Good  of  my  Country,  it 
will  appojogixe  for  Giving  you  this  Trouble. 

I  have  not  had  a  Beturn  from  Ge^'l  Potter  of  his  Numbers  Since 
bis  Brigade  has  been  Divided,  but  believe  it  to  be  about  four  Huo- 
dred.   A  Betom  of  the  Seoond  Brigade  I  have  Inclosed. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Tour  obd*  HnmV  Servt. 

JNO.  BULL. 

To  the  Honl.  y*  Executive  Council. 
Dec.  24th,  1777,  6  oClook,  A.  M. 

N.  B.  By  Certain  Inteligenoe  Just  Becd  from  Head  Quarters  the 
Saemy  are  in  a  Large  Body  in  Cheater  County,  with  Gen'l  How  at 
their  Head,  In  Consequence  of  which,  I  am  this  moment  to  March 
to  Gennantown^  or  Below  Towurds  the  Enemy,  with  6  Biegts.  af 
Hiiitia. 

I>ir€cted,  . 

His  Ex'cy  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.^  Lancaster. 

0* 
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Tflos.  JoJTBS,  p.  C.  (x.,  TO  pRKfliDENT  Whawoit,  1777.  ; 

Cb^HPy  Vall^  Forge,  a4tib  JW ,  17T7» 
GettlIftm0D| 

Ete  g^eal  is  ibe  wtfit  ef'Bd^f  ond  Br««d  ia  tbe  OftAf,  thaft  fib 
Bxcelkney  tite  OMttntotid^  In  Chief,  bus  ordered  ^trt  an  ol&oev  and 
tfrenty  twe  tnen  from  each  Brigade  in  the  Army,  to  eoUect  and  send 
kilo  Gamp  a  temporary  enpply ',  they  are  no^  out  in  the  vieinily  ol 
Oamp,  bill  this  Ooontry  is  drained  and  affeids  a  Tery  trifle.  Anoffaer 
party  will  maroh  to'  morrow  moTniag  a  greater  ^stamee,  and  it  in 
io  he  hoped  wHlbe  more  Sneeessfal.    This  mode  of  oolleoMng  pfpe- 
tleions  is  Very  dietres^ng  to  theOountry,  and  by  no  means  ag^^eaMe 
io  his  Ekoel^eney.    Yesterday,  last  night  and  this  day,  about  se^ett 
hnndried  Cattle  a^e  iMPOught  in  by  the  pnioihasing  Oommissariee,  ea 
l^at  in  Beef  a  Weeks  allowtnee  may  now  be  depended  en.    Baf 
Hour  is  qtiite  Ezhamsted,  and  iho  we  know  the  OtmmiBBary  Gefieral 
has  a  oonsiderable  quantity  at  Lalteaster,  Yericlewn  and  Wrights 
ferry,  but  a  trifle  has  eome  in  for  many  days.    We  hate  wrote  the 
different  Commiasaries  to  forward  flour  from  those  Hag&Bines,  (heir 
answer  is  the  Quarter  Master  do  uot  furnish -Wagons.  We  beg  yoar 
Excellency  and  the  kxeotttire  Oouneil  to  giro  sueh  assistance  to  the 
Quarts  M^ter  as  will  enable  him  to  famish  the  Oommiseary,  at 
Lancaster  find  Wrights  ferry,  with  Teams  sufficient  to  bring  on 
daily  One  Hundred  Barrels  from  that  part  which  is  mest  oontigiona 
hi  present  to  our  Oamp.     One  half  that  quantity,  we  have  reaaon 
io  beiieve,  will  <!ome  in  fr6m  Jersey,  and  the  Mills  now  here  cempeld 
to  grind  for  us^  which  will  make  good  the  daily  Consumption. 
'    We  be^  your  indulgenoe  for  this  applieation ;  we  are  distreasd 
'l^yond  dtscription,  and  must  in  such  cases  apply  to  those  ia  whose 
power  it  is  to  aid  us,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  President  and  Council  of  this  State  to  Oidtt  Waggons  sufficient 
to  bring  on  the  n^bove  auppiy  dadly.    We  are  with  the  greatest  re- 
speet  and  esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour  most  obd*  h'ble  Servant, 

^HPMAS  JONES,  D.  C  G.,  of  Jmam. 
JOHN  OHALONER,  A.  C,  of  Ptoehases. 
DlrecUdf 

On  Pubiick  Service — 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq^,  President,  and  the  Ho- 
nourable the  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancatter. 

By  Ja*  Bnmsides,  Esq'. 


GeST*  TLOJBEBBmSLV  TO  PKIBL  WHAJLTOir,  1V77. 

York  TowD,  DeG'  24Ui,  1777. . 

Biff        ' 

Tba  Delegates  of  this  State  are  honored  with  your  favor  of  tba 
20t.b»  whieh  shall  forthwith  be  laid  before  CovgroBs,  to  obtain  m 
furtbet  regalalioB  of  the  hire  of  Wi^ggons*  An  ambigaitj  in  Qea^ 
AnostBoqga  Letter^  and  the  entire  Silence  of  Covnoil  on  the  Subjeel^ 
leares  ns  in  doubt  respecting  their  pleasure.  If  a  repeal  of  the  Be* 
Mol^e  of  Congress  of  one  Sabstitute  for  two  Yeoman  Is. meant,  it 
falls  in  with  mj  judgment,  and  shall  be  giad  to  have  it  si^niSed.-^ 
Cid^  Smith  has  forwarded  to  yon  the  Besolveof  Congress  in  answer 
to  the  Jtemo^stmiee  of  oxa  State,  also  copj  of  a  Jaw  of  Virgiaia 
to  suppress  Monofioly. 

-  I  ^uid  be  tetf  norrj,  my  worthy  patriotic  friend  M»..Farffn8ony 
d^uld  be  iayolved  in  the  same  predicament  with  her  Hiisbana  as  to 
Jier  interest^  when  her  besom  glowes  with  her  lo?e  to  these  States^ 
And  has  displaMd  swh  a  specimen  of  heroism  as  will  males  her  name 
xenow^ed  tbro  history  by  idieapiting  herself  from  a  beioyed  linshand 
on  Aoeonnt  of  hi^  taking  part  i^gamt  her  Coontry ;  this  is  ne  finesse 
as  some  have  imaffioed,  who  do  not  Imow  the  virtneusprinoiplesand 
msgnanisuty  oi  this  Lady>  for  from  my  better  knowledge  and  4M| 
intimate  aeqnaintanae  from  my  youth,  I  dare  pawn  m^  hiqnor  for 
her.  I  beg  Couneil  will  take  this  Case  under  Aeir  particular  notice 
and  shield  this  Lady^  at  least  frooa  the  indiflCBOtionof  an  Officer| 
until  they  ean  eo»e  te  a  deKberate  reBolntio%  for  bsiipig.onily  with  ^ 
female  Mead  eqaally  denrived,  and  on  the  same  accounty  of  the 
adyiee  and  proteetion  of  their  most  near  friendp^  who  acp  with  the 
EnemgTy  deset?es  partioular  attention,  which.  I  take  the  I4berty  to 
veeommend  to  the  Hon^*  Counoi],  and  thro  them  to  the  Legislature^ 
•a  the  gpeeatest  eblig«ti<in  (jiey  can  lay  on  me. 
I  am  most  respeotfoily,  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  hnmV  Senr* 

DANIEL  KOBERDBAtT, 
Directed^ 

His  Excdleaey  Thomas  WharteD,  Ssq'.^  President  of  the  Son"'^ 
Couneii  of  the  State  of  PennsylTania;  Lancaster^ 

Fayored  by  Col.  Boudinot.  > 
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.     GojpsdL  TO  Cohh'b  Hazblwoqd,  1777. 

In  ConnoH;  Lancaster^  Deoember  24t,  1777. 
Sir. 

1  had  the  pleasure  of  writiDg  to  you  of  the  —  Ins^,  bat  have 
Knee  reod  none  of  yonr  Letters — one  from  Coll.  Bradford,  of  the 
Navy  Board,  dated  the  19th  Inst.,*  came  to  hand  this  day,  in  which 
he  informs  me  that  the  fonr  Hhds  of  Whiskey,  and  the  Shoes  & 
Stockings,  sent  by  Gonncil  for  the  Use  of  the  Fleet  of  ihis  State, 
was  reed.     Mr.  Crispin,  the  Commissary,  also  acknowledges  their 
receipt,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  proper  distribution  will  be  made  of 
them.  I  am  very  ansious  for  the  Safety  of  the  Fleet,  especially  as  our 
Army  is  obligd  to  return  so  fta  from  the  Delaware  to  occupy  con- 
venient Quarters,  that  they  cannot  afford  immediate  relief  in  ease 
the  Enemy  should  think  it  advisable  to  attempt  its  destruetion. 
'Suppose  you  should  order  the  Qallies,  &c.,  to  be  immediately 
feitript,  and  the  Sails,  Riggin,  &o.,  with  the  Guns  &  Stores,  to  be  re- 
moved to  a  distance  in  some  place  of  Safety;  after  which,  the  Oal- 
Jies  to  be  Scuttled  in  some  Safe  Creek,  where  they  oan  be  raised  at 
a  convenient  time  f    This  I  hint  for  the  Consideration  of  yon  ft  the 
Navy  Board;  but,  perhaps  some  more  eligible  plan  may  be  adopted 
by  you  &  them,  to  whom  this  matter  b  refered.    It  is  pleasing  to 
Council  to  know  that  there  still  remaifis  five  Hundred  Men  belong- 
ing to  the  Gallics.    These  Men  are  well  worth  preserving — they 
have  been  tried  and  deserve  well  of  their  Country,  &  should  be 
kindly  treated.    The[most  favorable  attention,  the  Ooutioil  haVe  no 
doubt,  they  will  meet  with.     As  you  'are  in  possession  of  Small 
Arms  k  Amunition,  as  well  asCanuon,  some  of  which  would  answer 
for  Field  Pieces — those  men  could  be  traind  to  the  Use  of  Small 
Arms  &  the  Working  of  Cannon,  and  soon  be  enabled,  if  a  proper 
jBrcast  Work  were  thrown  up,  to  defend  ther  Craft  against  a  much 
greater  Number  of  the  Enemy;  And  it  would  be  the  meaaa  of 
keeping  those  People  &  their  Officers  together,  so  Uiat  they  may 
render  essential  servioe  to  their  Injured  Country  while  they  remain 
in  Jersey,  thro'  the  course  of  the  winter,  &  be  ready  to  obey  tho 
Call  of  Council  in  the  Spring,  as  early  as  the  season  will  permit — 
At  this  distance  I  cannot  advise  respecting  those  Officers  of  the  Boats 
who  have  no  Command,  or  of  those  who  merit  none;  time  will  no 
doubt  provide  for^  some,  and  proper  treatment  will  discharge  the 
others. 

I  hope  in  a  short  time  to  be  enabled  to  furnish  Mr.  Bradford, 
Paymaster,  with  money,  as  well  as  the  Commissary,  to  furnish  the 
Seamen  with  Provissions  during  the  Winter. 
I  am,  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  very  Hum.  S*. 
Herewith  is  some  Newspapers  for  you  &  your  Officers  perusal 
*  See  page  HO. 


tWXlSIhTAmA  ASCBITIi  ITH;  lit 

The  endoa^  letter  to  hv$  exoeQeaoj,  Qorernor  lam^^Un^  !•« 
will  please  to  forward  to  him  by  a  sale  band,  the  oontento  U  wUoii 
yoa  will  aee  bj  tbe  oopj  thereof;  also  enoleeecL 


Council  to  Governor  LrviNGSTON,  1777. 

In  Goancil;  Lancaster^  December  26, 1777. 

Sir, 

Commodore  Hazclwood  will  be  under  the  neeeoaitj  of  laying  up 
oar  little  Fleet  in  some  place  in  New  Jersey,  for  tbe  Winter:  Conn* 
oil  have  recommended  him,  with  yoor  Ezcelleney's  approbation  to 
employ  the  men  belonging  to  it,  which  will  probably  conaiBt  of  about 
five  hundred;  in  throwing  np  a  breast^work  in  some  conyenient  place 
where  they  can  defend  the  cannon,  storeS;  &o.,  until  the  epring. 
We  ahall  be  happy  in  co-operating  w*^  your  Excellency  in  any  plan 
you  may  devise  wherein  these  men  may  be  employed  for  the  service 
of  the  General  canacy  either  in  oonjunetion  with  the  Militia  or  other* 
wise.  The  Commodore  will  lay  before  yon,  for  your  approbation^ 
the  measures  which  he  may  propose  to  adopt.  Should  your  Excel- 
lency think  proper  to  order  the  Militia  of  your  State  to  afford  the 
Commodore  any  assistancei  in  case  the  enemy  should  attack  him;  the 
Council  will  thank  you  for  a  communication  of  such  parts  of  the 
order  as  may  be  necessary;  to  tbe  Commodore;  that  he  may  be  able 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  them. 

I  am;  &e.; 

T.  W.;  &c. 

JDirededy 

To  Hie  Excellency  William  Livingston,  Esq',  Gov'  of  New 
Jersey. 


CoLOM£L  John  Bull  io  Frssideni  Wharton,  1777. 

Deo.  25;  7  a  Clock  A.M. 
Sir, 

Acocwding  to  my  yesterdays  note  I  have  been  with  the  Brigade 
Down  to  tbe  Enemies  Lines  on  tbe  three  most  publick  Boads,  in 
Three  small  oollumns;  taking  tbe.  Centor  on  y*  Qermantown  Boad 
my  Self;  Coll.  Antes;  with  two  Batt<^  on  y*  Bidge  Bead,  and  ColL 
Looy,  of  Bucks,  with  2  Batt"*  on  or  near  y*  frankfort  Boad,  and 


la        FBiA^enriiTAKU  a&ceivss  1777; 

Mitobod  ik«tt  all  Within  Mi»^t  Shot  of  ibe  BnemiM  Li««i,  Md 
B«t«7«en  tbird  and  fouTth  street  God  tinned  on  the  Bigbt  of  Um 
Germantown.  I  drew  np  my  little  Division  and  bayeng  Onr  Tv^ 
Twelve  Pounders,  with  2  oomps  of  artilery,  I  rather  strechd  my 
orders  by  Sending  them  8  well  diracted  Cannon  Ball,  Whioh  no 
Doubt  IJpok  Place  near  y*  Church.  It  would  have  given  your  £zcy. 
Pleasure  to  Se  the  Countenace  of  the  Generality  of  my  officers  and 
many  of  the  men,  Who  I  am  convinced  I  Could  have  Led  up  to 
their  Eedoubts,  which  would  have  done  no  more  than  alarm  them, 
Wbteb  was  all  I  was  Directed  to  Do,  In  order  to  Call  their  attention 
from  Plundering  in  Chester  County.  We  Wish*d  them  a  Merry 
Crismes  by  causeing  them  to  Beat  to  arms  and  fire  their  Cannon 
£r0ia  the  Lines  from  all  Qors.,  their  Ball  Raked  our  Littlo  Parade 
both  on  Bight  and  Left,  but  without  the  Least  Damage.  We 
brought  of  one  Prisoner,  some  of  their  Horses,  &c. 
lam 

your  Bzcy's  obedient 

Hu'bl  8'vt, 

•m-  BULL 
Please  to  Szouse  want  of  Psper,  Bad  Pen,  &e. 

Directed^ 
His  Ezcelleney  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq., 


General  Bobebdeau  xo  President  Whabton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Dec  26«*,  1777. 

Sir, 

A  letter  is  just  come  to  band  giving  the  most  melancholy  discrip- 
tion  of  the  utuation  of  our  army  on  account  of  difficiencies  in  the 
Commissar/s  and  Q'  matter's  Departments.  With  respect  to  the 
article  of  oloatbioff,  2800  are  obliged  to  retire  in  a  naked  condition, 
nnfit  alone  from  uiat  consideration  for  duty,  that  he  was  about  to 
apply  a  remedy  by  takiag  saperoumwary  articles,  partioolarly  from 
the  disaffected,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  but  desisted  on 
an*  aesnnnoe  ftom  a  Committee  of  this  State,  that  provision  would 
be  made  without  delay  in  a  manner  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  ihB 
Inhabitants,  but  although  their  own  Troops  suffered  in  the  most 
eztream  decree,  either  no  supply  had  been  sent,  or  so  scanty  that 
it  did  not  deserve  to  be  mentioned.  Thus  mn^  from  menMiji  I 
intend  Ooanoil  an  extract  of  the  Letter  if  I  can  obtain  it.  This  is 
no  time  for  recrimination,  otherwise  I  could  traoe  our  present  distasfls 
to  other  0onroes,Jand  indeed  G0n\  Washington  speaks  ont  for  the  ftwt 


dtfpaartmeti^  to  the  amogeiient  made  by  Congress^  I  fcHndiair  the 
CoiiaiqtieneBS  nd  wHhatood  the  KieaMM,  btti  in  tAiii. 

I  coopace  the  Slate  in  an  exoentrio  iray  to  provide  fknor  abd  M 
CSattle,  and  to  £hm  Md  toMoplojr  man  of  •ntegfUy  aod  aeCi?ily1li 
difiFereat  parts  hi  the  tidaity  of  Um  enemy,  othenride  I  have  n« 
other  pioipeet  b«t  that  the  army  wiU  be  rodnced  to  th^d  neoesdty  of 
abandoning  their  post  and  disperse.  An  Officer  of  merit  writes  to 
ibis  effect,  that  he  conld  shed  Tears  of  blood  for  the  oppertpmities 
lest  thro  want  of  provisions  within  these  few  days,  of  cutting  off  the 
iow«r  of  the  British  Army,  in  an  excursion,  1  think,  towards  Ghee« 
ier.  In  abort  ear  kst  adviees  say  not  a  hoof  of  any  kind  was  lef^, 
&  fittle  Of  no  ik>nr.  For  the  Loras  sake  let  ns  exert  evelry  nerve  to 
sa;ve  our  Country,  wlneh  mnst  now  be  done  by  immediate  sopplieii 
ftom  this  State  until  we  get  things  into  order. 

A  lato  letter  from  fraaoe  says  the  King  had  given  orders  io  the 
Commisanry  of  the  port  where  two  of  our  frigates  were  fitting  to 
supply  them  out  of  his  own  Arsinels.  A  frigate  lately  laundhed  in 
iiranoe  is  also  fitting.    I  am  with  great  respect, 

Sir,     • 

y  most  ob*  hum.  ServU, 

DAN'L  ROBERDBAU. 

Directedy 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

'    York  Town,  Dan'l  Boberdeau. 


Col.  Benj.  Flower  to  President  Wharton,  1Y77.    • 

Camp  Great  Valley,  26**  Decem',  1777. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  have  aooidentally  mett  Thos.  Urie,  £bq%  at  Camp,  who  was 
going  to  Allen  Town  with  an  order  on  Mr.  Stiles  for  all  the  Stores 
in  his  possession  &  Care,  either  the  propperty  of  the  Continent  or 
of  this  State,  without  specifying  either  Quality  or  Quantity. 

As  Mz.  S^es  has  in  his  Care  all  the  Ordnance  Stores  loft  at 
Allen  Town  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  Mr.  Urie  only  wanting 
-KieB,  a  small  ipMntaty  of  Powder  ft  Flints,  I  presumed  your 
SxeeUauydid  not  mean  that  he  was  to  reeeifea  larger  quantitV 
.of  Mil^  Stores  than  was  enffiment  for  the  piesent  emergency.  I 
tiwrefioro  have  ordered  the  Comr  of  Ord.  Stores  at  Lebanon,  (wherh 
•ilia  grettteat  pail  of  our  Stoses.  are  proved  to,)  to  deliTer  to  Mr.  Utie 
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«t  bw  OtiMf  ftlikee  handrefl  poimfc  of  powder  and  two  Onmatmi 
FliaU^  and  htve  wrote  to  the  Oom^r  of  Stores  at  Alien  Town  to 
procure  all  the  Riies  there,  and  sead  them  oa  to  Ltaoaiter  to  Mr. 
Heoryv  agreeable  to  the  request  of  Mr.  Urie.    As  his  Hone  had 

flvea  oat,  and  himself  fatigued,  I  haye  undertakes  like  Business  for 
im.  I  shall  leave  Gamp  in  a  day  or  two,  when  jour  Excellency 
may  rest  assured  thai  every  part  of  the  Business  in  my  power  shall 
be  duly  att^ided  to. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  propTiety;of  this  States  being  supplied  widi 
Mil^  Stores  from  those  of  the  Continent,  as  all  the  Stores  of  this  Stste 
have  at  diffsrent  times  been  procured  for  the  use  of  the  ContineQtsl 
Army,  and  since  our  removal  from  Phil%  all  our  Stores  have  got  mix'd 
in  such  a  manner  that  a  distinction  became  very  difficult  and,  I 
believe,  impossible.  Therefore,  all  supplies  necessaiy  for  the 
Defence  of  the  State  ought  to  be  had  of  the  Gontineoital  Stores,  at 
least  whilst  the  war  is  carried  on  in  it ;  in  order  to  accomplish  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  procure  an  Order  from  the  Hon'  the  Bosri 
of  War  for  the  United  States,  for  such  Mik  Stcres  as  you  may  want 
from  time  to  time,  which  order  I  shall  chearfully  and  punctually 
attend  to  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power. 

In  future  our  Stores  wiU  be  kept  at  Lebanon  and  Carlble,  to 
which  place  you'l  please  to  direct. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

most  Obed.  Hum'  Serv^, 

BENJ.  FLOWER,  CJol-, 

Com^  Qen.  M^  Stores. 
DirtcUdy 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency,  Tho*  Wharton,  Esq^,  Pres*  of  y«  State  of 
Pennsy*,  Lancaster. 

Favor'd  by  T.  Urie,  Esq'. 


Council  to  Delegates  in  Conqkess,  1777, 

In  Council, 

Lancaster^  December  26th^  1777. 

Qentlemeni 

I  did  myself  the  honor  to  address  you  the  other  day  on  the  sub- 
jeot  of  waggons,  but  omitted  to  mention  to  you  that  many  eomplamts 
px^  made  by  the  owners  of  those  who  have  alrMNly  been  employed, 
that  they  have  not  received  any  pay.  This  oompbint  Oouneil  hss 
too  much  reason  to  beliere  is  justly  founded;  and  that  U  is  one 
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Teaaon  wliy  ibere  is  so  laiich  difficnltj  in  procaring  waggons  for 
public  service;  the  inadequate  pay  that  Congress  has  heretofore 
allowed  is  another,  and  a  very  principal  one.  Council  is  so  well 
oonyinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  law,  to  put  the  matter  upon  a  more 
equal  and  sore  footing,  that  they  have  applied  to  the  legislature  for 
that  purpose,  and  have  reason  to  belieye  one  will  shortly  be  passed. 
Bat  unless  the  wages  or  hire  of  waggons  is  increased,  very  few, 
they  think,  will  be  induced  to  keep  teams.  I  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  deputy  commissary  General  of  issues  and  assist- 
ant commissary  of  purchases,*  by  which  you  will  find  what  distress 
the  army  is  like  to  be  in  from  the  want  of  waggons,  notwithstanding 
no  oppodtion  has  ever  been  made  to  the  empressing  of  Waggons  by 
the  commissaries  of  purchases,  Quarter  Masters,  or  other  officers  in 
power,  altho'  Council  much  regret  the  practice,  and  think  it  ought 
to  be  reprobated.  Tet  they  have  not  opposed  it  least  it  should 
prove  injurious  to  the  army:  and  on  the  contrary,  have  given 
every  encouragement,  and  even  aid  by  warrant  to  impress,  to  tho 
Quarter  Masters :  But  there  are  still  complaints  that  waggons  can- 
not be  procured.  Whether  this  is  owing  to  those  officers  not  attend- 
ing  timely  to  their  duty,  to  the  owners  of  waggons  not  receiving 
their  pay,  or  that  the  pay  which  they  are  to  receive  is  inadequate, 
I  shall  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  pro- 
oaring  them  must  appear  to  all. ' 

Council  are  repeatedly  called  upon  for  the  pay  of  those  waggons 
which  have  been  in  publiek  service,  by  order  of  the  Quarter  Master 
General,  and  they  have  been  referred  to  the  Quarter  Masters  for  it } 
who,  if  they  had  not  been  possessed  of  money  to  discharge  the 
demands  of  the  owners,  CoanoU  had  hopes  they  would,  at  least, 
have  made  the  quarter  master  General  acquainted  with  that  oireqau; 
stance,  so  that  those  people  should  not  have  had  any  just  reason  to 
complain  on  that  score.  As  this  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence 
to  those  concerned.  Council  are  of  opinion  that  commissioners 
should  be  appointed  in  each  coanty,  immediately  to  liquidate  those 
demands,  and  the  people  satisfied  on  that  head.  If  this  is  not  done 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  waggons  can  much  longer  be  obtained  on 
any  terms  whatsoever. 
I  have  the  honor 

to  be  with  great  respect 

Gentlemen, 

Tour  very  humble  servant. 

P.  S.   I  rec'  General  Boberdeau's  letter  which  I  laid  before 
Council. 

*  Bee  pi^  130, 
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Council  to  Col.  John  Pipbe,  1777. 

In  Connoily 
LanoMter^  Deoem'  27%  1777. 

I  this  Day  received  your  Letter  of  the  19^*  Ins*  by  M'  Holliday, 
viho,  yon  inform  Council,  has  taken  the  trouble  to  provide  the  MiH- 
tia  that  have  been  called  to  the  assistance  of  the  Inhabitants  against 
the  Ravages  of  the  savages,  with  Provisions ;  and  requesting  Coun- 
cil to  furnish  that  Gentleman  with  Money,  aa  well  to  discharge  the 
Debts  he  has  already  contracted  for  that  purpose,  as  to  enable  him 
to  procure  a  further  supply  upon  the  like  occasion. 

It  is  not  understood  that  the  Ezpence  of  supplying  the  Militia 
with  provisions  upon  this  occasion  is  to  fall  upon  the  State  in  par- 
ticular; but  Council  being  very  desirous  to  give  every  possible 
assistance  to  relieve  the  inhabitants  from  their  present  distresses, 
have  so  far  comply'd  with  your  request  as  to  advance  to  Mr.  HoUi- 
day  the  sum  of  £  ,  which  they  have  charged  to  vour  account. 
You  will  please,  therefore,  to  attend  to  this  matter,  &  see  that  no 
waste  happens,  nor  no  fraud  be  suffered  to  creep  into  the  accounts, 
otherwise  difficulties  may  arrise  in  Liquidating  them. 

lam 

with  respect  S', 

your  very  Ham.  S^. 

N.  B.  Congress  expect  that  provisions  purohased  for  the  MUitiA| 
will  be  at  the  ,  and  at  the  Cheapest  rate. 

Directed, 

To  Cdl.  Piper. 


Justices  of  Bbees  Co.  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Reading,  December  y*  27th|  1777. 
May  it  Please  your  Honor, 

We  the  Subscribers,  three  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in  Berks 
County,  have  on  the  first  Nov'  Last  Acquainted  your  Honor  Cdn* 
ceming  the  Measures  taken  in  this  County  in  Pursuance  of  an  order 
from  the  Council,  Dated  Philadelphia,  June  y^  17th,  and  in  Pursu- 
ance of  a  Letter,  Dated  at  Phila.  the  31st  July  Last,  Directed  to  the 

*  Seepftge  115.  J 
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JoBtiee  of  Berks  County,  Oalling  and  Keqoirekig  of  ns  to  Send  850 
Waggons  from  this  Coanty  to  Fhila.  to  Carry  out  Stoxes  A;  Provisioni 
&c.|  &o.,  and  a  Large  Number  of  Teams  has  been  sent  to  PhiUi.  for 
the  same  purpose  &c..  and  these  people  every  now  &  thenealling 
npon  ns  and  Continually  Tormenting  us  for  their  pay.  We  therefore 
pray  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  matter  before  the  Coun- 
cil, that  sueh  Measures  may  be  taken  to  satisfy  theso  People  that 
some  Person  or  Persons  may  be  appointed  in  this  Town  and  for* 
Bished  with  a  sum  of  Money  to  pay  their  Just  Demands. 

Sir, 

we  are  in  Respect 

your  Dutiful  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servants, 

HENRY  CHRIST, 

JACOB  SHOEMAKER, 

^  JOHN  LUDWIO, 

Directedj  , 

To  The  Hon.  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  President  &o.p  at  Lanoaaler.  ^ 

?'  favour  of  ) 
waD,.Esq.  j  ,. 


Col.  Clem.  Riddle  to  President  Wharton  1777. 

Moorehall,  December  27, 1777.    i 
Sir, 

I  received  your  favour  by  Mr.  Urie,  and  should  be  ready  to  ren- 
der him  every  service  in  my  power,  but  being  disappointed  in  the 
powder  &  arms  here  he  was  in  no  want  of  waggons,  the  powder  k 
saltpetre  at  Hembergs  Powder  mill,  may  be  worked  up  there  with 
great  safety,  as  it  is  directly  in  the  rear  of  our  encampment  10  miles 
distance  &  in  Case  of  need  I  will  attend  to  the  removing  it,  but  if 
you  should  choose  it  sent  to  any  oth«r  place  on  reeeiving  your 
Orders  it  shall  be  immediately  done. 

I  am  much  Obliged  to  you  for  the  Copy  of  the  regulation  for 
Foraging  which  I  was  not  before  furnish'd  with.  I  beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest that  the  prices  being  fixed  by  the  Legislature  would  give  much 
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Mitisfkotion  as  I  haTo  now  Only  the  rates  lately  establish'd  &  re- 
peald  to  govern  mjself  by. 
,  lam 

with  great  Respect 
Sir,  your  mo.  Obedient  Serv* 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency;  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  Penn- 
silvania,  Lancaster. 


Thos. 


Favoured  by    ) 
I.  Urie,  Esq.  J 


BoBBRT  Levers  to  T.  Matlack,  1777.' 

Easton,  December  27%  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Circular  Letter  by  Favor  of  the  Honble  Jacob  Amdt,  Esqoire, 
I  received,  and  such  papers  as  are  in  my  hands,  relative  to  the  offices 
*  I' have  the  Honor  to  hold  in  this  County,  with  the  Records,  are  in  a 
Condition  to  be  conveyed  from  hence  at  a  minute's  Notioe.  And  I 
beg  you  will  please  to  assure  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  that  I 
shall  strictly  regard  the  injunctions  laid  upon  me.  And  Whenever 
the  Records  of  the  County  of  Bucks  shall  be  delivered  to  my  care,  I* 
shall  likewise  secure  them  effectually. 

I  have  lately  called  on  Mr.  Qordon  again,  thro'  Mr.  Clymer,  for  such 
papers  as  are  yet  in  his  hands  belonging  tP  the  offices  I  hold,  and 
that  Gentleman  has  promised  to  deliver  them.  He  has  lately  been 
greatfy^  indisi^osed,  so  that  I  have  not  seen  him  since  Mr.  Clymer 
mentioned  the  matter  to  him,  which  was  at  our  last  Court. 

All  the  Public  papers  with  me,  I  keep  in  the  Upper  Part  of  my 
Hoose,  as  deeming  it  most  secure,  that  is  in  the  room  I  sleep,  and  if 
the  unhappy  exigency  of  our  affinirs  require  a  removal,  I  shall  see 
them  safe  conveyed  to  the  House  of  John  Van  Campen,  Esquire,  as 
directed.  I  delayed  a  few  days  writing,  expecting  that  perhaps  the 
Bucks  County  Records  might  have  been  forwarded,  of  which,  if  there 
had  been  an  unhappy  necessity  for  it,  I  would  have  informed  Coun- 
cil thereof, 

I  am,  Sir, 
%       With  the  greatest  Respect, 

Tour  Most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 
Directedf 

To  Timothy  Mattlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
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BOBERT  LeVBBS   10  PRX81I>BHT  WBAVTOSy  1777. 

Eaaion,  Beeember  27, 1777. 

Sir,     * 

On  the  23'  Instant,  at  nigbt,  I  reeeivecl  yonr  Ezcelleoe/s  Letttr 
of  the  16^,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Creider  irnmediatelj,  requesting  bim 
to  faiBisb,  with  all  dispatcfa,  Four  Waffgons,  to  repair  to  Boston  fbr 
cloathing,  I  bave  not  yet  beard  from  bhn,  bat  as  Four  Brigades  of 
Waggons  are  ordered  to  be  raised  directly,  to  convey  tbe  sick  passing 
tbro'  this  place  from  Princetown,  I  expect  Mr.  Creider  wiU  raise 
these  Four  Waggons  at  the  same  time. 

As  soon  as  the  Indigo  is  moved,  I  will  see  each  cask  weighed 
carefolly,  and  transmit  an  Invoice  thereof  to  your  Ezcellenoy,  as 
well  as  to  Mr.  Joseph  Hubely  of  "Boston.  Iron,  I  learn,  may  be 
had  at  Maybnrry's  works,  the  nearest,  at  One  hundred  &  Fifty 
Pounds  ^  Ton ;  and  as  soon  as  I  shall  receive  instructions  from  your 
Excellency,  respecting  the  purchase  of  the  Iron,  will  leave  nothing 
undone  that  may  forward  the  Waggons  on  their  Journey  with  the 
greatest  Dispatch. 

I  have  th%  Honor  to  subscribe  myself, 
Your  Excellence/s 
Most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

BOBERT  LEVERS. 
Directed. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun**,  Efiquire. 


Col.  James  Potter  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Bcdner,  Deo'  28*^  1777. 
Sir, 

On  Monday  last  tbe  enemy  came  out  with  a  view  to  Furridge,  they ' 
encamped  along  the  Road  from  Grays  ferry  to  the  heights  below 
Darbey  there  was  a  detatchment  sent  down  from  our  army  to  this 
place,  who  with  Morgans  Riflemen  and  the  Militia  went  down  to  there 
lines  and  oept  them  Close  in  there  lines.  On  Tusday  we  took  18  of 
there  light  horse  and  ten  of  there  horsmen,  the  next  day  two  more 
of  there  horses  and  there  Riders,  the  have  been  prevented  from  ^u»- 
dering  the  Inhabitance  as  they  usely  do,  there  has  been  but  little 
•crimidging,  wo  had  one  Killed  and  two  wounded,  we  have  taken 
upwards  of  twenty  prisoners,  and  a  number  of  Deserters  have  cum 
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in,  tbej  have  canreyed  off  a  larg  Qaantity  of  Hay  from  the  Islands 
and  DarFey.  It  ia  aaid  that  the  Bighlandera  are  gem  to  New  York, 
and  Lord  Comwalas  is  certanly  go  to  great  Britan.  I  think  they 
have  pvoyided  there  winter  Foridge  and  fuale,  and  they  will  bless 
themselves  and  sit  down  in  peaoe  this  winter  in  the  City — this  day 
they  have  Betnmed  to  the  City.  My  Brigade  is  near  Breaoking  np, 
they  win  be  all  discharged  about  the  fifth  of  nizt  month  bat  about 
one  hundred  men^  his  Bxeelleney,  General  Washington,  desired  ma 
to  let  you  know  that  he  ezpeoted  that  you  would  keep  out  the  sam^ 
number  you  had  now  in  the  field  all  winter. 
I  am  your  Ezoellenoys 

Most  obedant  Humble  eervt, 

JAS.  POTTER.   " 

Direcfedf 

Oo  Publio  Service  to  His  Excellancey  Thomas  Wharton^  Esqr., 
In  La&oaster. 


Brio.    Gbn.  Anth*y  Watnb   to  Pres.    Wharton,  1777. 

Mount  Joy,  28«>»  Deo',  1777.  ^ 
Dear  Sir^ 

I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the  12^  Instant,  but  the  epemy 
being  then  out  prevented  me  from  acknowledging  it  sooner. 

I  can't  help  expressing  both  surprise  and  concern  at  the  Councils 
directing  the  Clothing  Collected  in  this  State,  into  the  hands  of  the 
Clothier  General,  especially  after  being  Informed  that  the  other 
States  were  Collecting  Clothing  for  the  use  of  their  own  Troops ; 
Clothing  for  the  Eastern  Troops  has  actually  arrived,  they  are  now 
comfortable  whilst  ours  arc  perishing. 

His  Excellency  has  also  Informed  me  that  Gov.  Henry  of 
Virginia,  has  ordered  on  Clothing  for  the  Troops  of  that  State  whiok 
he  expects  every  hour. 

Thus  Sir,  whilst  other  States  are  exerting  every  power  (under  a 
Besolve  of  Congress)  to  provide  for  their  own  Troops  only,  yoti  are 
fDllowing  the  generous  course  of  providing  for  the  whole,  this  Sir,  is 
being  generous  out  of  time.  Its  an  old  adage,  that  a  man  ought  to 
be  just  before  he  can  be  permitted  to  be  generous,  the  case  applies  ia 
full  force  here.  Supply  the  immediate  wants  of  your  own  Troops 
"first,  and  then  give  scope  to  your  Generosity. 

Enclosed  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  650  Suits  of  Uniform  which 
Mr.  Zantzinget  has  provided  for  the  Troops  of  this  State ;  he  is  in 
^great  want  of  Money,  I  wish  you  to  assist  him. to  the  cash  he  watttis 


ymnmrhTAmA  jukhovm  im.         m 

and  to  take  some  Effectual  Method  to  Cloth  the  Troops  hi  the  best^ 
qwediert  and  neatest  manner  possible. 

Leaa&  joa  shoiUd  be  under  a  Deoeption  with  regard  to  the  mode 
in  which  the  Clothing  in  the  hands  of  the  Clothier  General  is  Dia- 
tributed,  I  am  to  inform  yon  that  thej  are  deliyered  in  proportion  to 
their  wants,  (or  in  plain  English)  to  the  number  of  men  in  each 
Segiment  throughont  the  army. 

Jndge  then  how  far  inadequate  our  proportion  must  be  to  ont 
wants,  whilst  the  Troops  from  the  other  States  have  an  equal  Diyi« 
dend  in  addition  to  their  other  Supplies. 

At  ihls  inclement  Season  one  third  of  onr  Troops  are  totally  Des- 
titute of  either  ShoeS;  Stockings^  Shirts  or  Blankets^  so  that  unless 
they  receive  an  immediate  supply  of  these  Neces^iy  Articles^  Sick- 
ueesj  Death  &  Desertion  will  be  the  inevitable  Con&equenoe. 
I  am  your  Excellencies  most  Ob* 
Hum.  Ser't 

ANTT  WAYNE,  B.  G. 

P.S.  I  have  directed  Mr.  Zantsdoger  to  call  on  you  for  money,  I 
wish  yea  to  order  the  Clothier  Genl.  to  estimate  the  price  of  the 
dodiing,  which  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  Congress  is  to  be  in  pto- 
(oitaoa  to  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men^  the  State  to  be  at  the  coat 
oftheBwplna. 

A.  W. 

On  PnUiek  S«rvioe>  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr., 
Mter. 

BUHCM 


PBiBmsNT  Wha&toh  To  Ool.  Arohibau)  Loohey,  1777* 

In  Council. 
-i  LaneaBter,  December  29th|  1777. 

8ir, 

Altho'  it  is  not  understood  that  the  Expenoe  of  supplying  the 
Militia  with  provisions,  while  they  are  engaged  in  the  service  <S  the 
United  States,  is  to  foil  on  this  State  in  particular.  Yet  Couneti 
desirions  of  doing  every  thing  in  their  power— have  sent  you,  by 
Colouel  John  Proctor,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  purchase 
provisions  with.  It  is  expected  that  the  provisions  be  putehiased  on 
the  lowest  terms  and  at  the  £rst  hand. 
I  am  sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jun'^  Pre^*. 
Directed, 
To  Colonel  Archibald  Locbry. 
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General  Robbrdeau  to  V.  B.  Bryan,  177T. 

York  Town,  Dec'  29%  1777. 
Sir. 

I  wrote  Council^  two  Days  ago,  to  which  please  to  be  refered. 
Hev'  M'  Batwell,  on  an  application  to  be  enlarged  on  aecuritj  oa 
his  parole,  accompanied  with  a  certificate  from  his  Physician,  that 
fresh  air  and  exercise  were  absolutely  necessary  to  his  recoverj, 
obtained  the  following  resolution  : 

<^  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  the  Rev'  M**  Batwell  should 
''  be  discharged  out  of  confinement  on  his  taking  an  oath  of  allemnoe 
''  to  the  State  of  Pennsilvania,  or  on  his  refusal  that  he  should  be 
^'  allowed  to  go  with  his  family  into  the  City  of  Philad*."  The 
delicacy  of  interfering  with  this  state  was  agitated,  together  with 
the  very  low  condition  of  the  petitioner  whose  life  was  reported  to 
be  in  imiDent  dangev,  &  might  add  to  the  number  of  marters  ia 
the  esteem  of  the  diltafifectcd,  who  interested  tbembclves  in  his  be- 
half, nevertheless  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  not  attended  to, 
but  the  above  alternative  given,  for  Congress  did  not  koow  how, 
otherwise,  to  get  rid  of  importunity,  and  apprehended  this  step  from 
All  oiroumstanoes,  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  the  State.  I  diink 
the  above  resolve  is  a  specimen  of  treatment  Gongrasa  would  wish 
to  other  disaffected  persons  in  every  State,  as  was  at  lar^e  said  in 
debate,  with  much  concern  that  decisive  measures  had  not  Toog  ainoB 
been  taken  with  all  Enemiee  to  the  Indepcndenoe  of  America.  A 
Committee  are  appointed  to  take  into  oohsideration  the  dqploraible 
condition  of  our  army,  and  to  report  to-morrow.  I  mske  no  doobt 
that  the  most  vigorous  measures  will  be  recommended  to  be  imme- 
diately taken,  as  without,  the  army  must  disperse  as  mentioned  in 
my  last.  My  situation  is  extremely  delicate  on  this  occasion ;  the 
rain  of  our  Army,  or  the  interference  with  thejpolice  of  the  filate,  I 
apprehend  will  be  the  alternative  set  before  me ;  under  these  cir- 
cumstances I  should  be  glad  of  advice  and  assistance.  The  Houm 
of  Burgesses,  in  Vininia,  have  unanimously  consented  to  the  con- 
fideration,  as  handed  to  them  with  orders  to  their  Delegates,  to 
confirm  it  on  the  10th  March. 

I  could  wish  the  State  would  fav  their  Delegates  with  Dunlap'e 
paper  constantly.  I  should  be  glad  you  would  furnish  me  with  the 
two  or  three  kst  papers.  Our  State,  I  understand,  have  published  a 
billy  which  I  have  not  seen,  respecting  the  measures  recommended  to 
the  northward,  and  I  am  told  have  recited  the  recommendation  of 
Congress,  which  exposes  the  views  of  Congress;  this  was  never  in- 
tended, and  may  frustrate  their  design. 
I  am  respectfully  sir, 

y  most  oB*  hum,  serv*, 
In  Congress,  June  17.  DANIEL  ROBERDEATJ. 

Directed.— To  The  Ho*'«  George  Bryan,  Enquire,  Vice  Preridenl^ 
Lancaster.  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Tork  Town. 
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PfiBSiPBisnr  Wharton  to  Joseph  Hublxt,  1777. 

Lancaster;  December  29th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  the  other  day,  mfomdng  you  that  I  bad  diieeted 
Bobert  Lerenii  Bsar.,  of  Eaaton,  to  employ  waggoDS,  and  M»d  to 
you  a  few  barrels  of  Indigo,  which  you  were  requested  to  sell,  aiMl 
lay  out  the  proceeds  in  woollens  and  linnen  to  clothe  the  troops  of 
this  State.  Since  that  letter  was  sent,  Council  has  met  with  a 
parcel  of  linnen,  which  they  reckon  a  fortunate  Circumstance,  and 
therefore,  I  request  you  to  purchase  woollens  only,  ancl  this  I  hope 
vou  will  do  with  expedition.  I  hate  not  heard  whether  Mr.  Levers 
has  suceeeded  in  getting  waggons  or  not,  but  have  little  doubt  of  it. 
I  am  sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  WHAETON,  J',  P*. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hubley,  of  Boston. 


Ebsolution  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress. 

Dec  29th,  1777. 
Besolved, 

That  all  Persons,  Inhabitants  of  any  of  these  United  States,  who 
have  voluntarily  inlisted,  or  shall  so  inKst  with,  or  join  the  Enemv 
of  the  said  States,  and  have  been,  or  shall  be  taken  in  arms,  shall 
be  confined  in  dose  Jails,  sulQeot  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  respeotive 
States,  to  which  they  belong,  to  be  dealt  with  agreeably  to  the  Lawn 
thereof,  and  that  the  Commissary  Oen'l  of  Prisoners,  and  his  Depu- 
ties^ be  directed,  from  Time  to  Tlme»  to  transmit  to  the  req»ectit* 
States,  the  Names  of  such  of  their  Citisens  who  shall  have  bMi 
made  Prisoners. 

iSxtract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec^. 
Dekyed  by  ovem^t  Mi  the  Secretary's  Office. 

ToL.  TI.~7 


\^. 


PENI^SYLYAMIA  ASCHIYHS  1777. 


Goods  bbizeb  in  Swamp  in  Bucks  County,  1777. 


Invoice  of  Sundry  Woolens  belonsing  to  Joseph  Carson,  which 
were  seized  by  the  Conndl  of  PennsyTvania,  at  the  Oreat  Swamp,^ 
in  Bncks  Connty,  and  applied  to  the  Cloathing  of  the  Continental 
Troops.  Being  the  Cloathing  which  General  Washington  Ordered 
Colonel  Clement  Biddle  to  seize. 


No.  83,  Containing  22 

47,  Containing  10 

.     48,  Containing  10 

57,  Containing  10 

58,  Containing  10 
78,  Containing  10 
83,  Containing  10 
94,  Containing  10 

100,        qt7  7 

5  TJalcs,       q«y        48 

29 


(BALES.) 
pieces  of  Plains,    873 
p's  of  B'd  Cloth;  85U 


pieces  do 
pieces  do 
pieces  do 
pieces  do 
p's  of  Coating, 
p's  of  Frize, 
p's  Coating, 

f's  of  Shalloons, 
loarse  Coyerlids, 


3621 
386i 
866} 
360} 
302i 
328i 
194 


Orders  to  the  Treasurer,  7**  January^  1778, 


1492 
1758  5 
1818  15 
1931  5 
1832  10 
1802  10 
1613  15 
1642  10 
970 
1260 
29 

16043  10 
7000 


9043  10 
For  £90.43  10«. 

In  Gonnoil. 

Lancaster,  April  10th,  1778. 
Pay  to  Mr.  Joseph  Carson,  or  his  order,  the  snm  of  nine  thonsaTid 
nd  forty  three  pounds  and  ten  shillings,  ballance  dae  on  the  within 
•teonnt,  and  charge  the  sanie,  with  the  order  heretofore  drawn,  on 
this  aoeonnt,  to  James  Mease,  Esquire,  Clothier  General  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

THOMAS  WHAKTON,  Junr.,  Preside 
To  David  Bittenhouse,  Esqr.,  Treasurer. 
Beceived  the  Contents  in  full, 

JOSEPH  CAESON. 
*  See  page  02,  and  CoL  Reo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  mt  W- 
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Francis  L.  Leb  to  P&bsident  Wharton,  1777. 

War  office,  Dec*  30th,  1777. 
Sir,  • 

GoDgress  bave  received  such  unexpected  &  distressine  acounts  from 
the  General  relative  to  the  Situation  of  the  Army  that  they  have 
aiypointed  a  Committee  to  fall  upon  immediate  Methods  for  sappljing  ' 
them  with  Provisions.  They  are  so  much  in  Want  of  mi  instant 
supply,  owing  to  Delays  &  Embarassments  in  the  Gommisssr/fl 
Department  &  other  unexpected  Gauses  that  however  plenty  we  shall 
have  them  in  future,  at  present,  at  least,  a  Removal  out  of  this  state 
must  be  the  immediate  Consequence  of  even  a  short  Continuance  of 
their  present  Circumstances.  An  instant  supply  must  be  procured 
from  this  State  for  the  support  of  the  Army  until  the  supines 
expected  ^m  the  neighbouring  States  arrive.  As  it  may  giva 
Umbrage  to  the  Inhabitants  the  Committee  deplore  the  Neceesitj 
th^y  are  under  of  sending  Officers  with  Parties  to  collect  such  Cattie, 
Flour  ft  Grain  as  the  Army  wants,  without  the  least  Delay,  as  the 
Crisis  is  too  alarming  to  admit  of  the  Business  being  postponed  oa 
any  Consideration.  It  will  be  improper  to  communicate  the  real 
situation  of  the  Army,  but  with  the  utmost  Prudence  ft  Cauti<ni. 
Your  Excellency  will  therefore  judge  in  what  Manner  the  Coneur* 
lence  of  this  State  is  to  be  procured,  as  their  vigorous  Exertions  are 
neeessary  in  Co>operation  with  those  of  the  Committee,  who  will,  at 
least  till  they  see  the  Business  properiy  conducted,  as  doubtless  it 
will  be,  by  the  Government  of  this  State,  be  obliged  to  give  orders 
for  the  taking,  conveying  ft  driving  all  Cattle,  Hogs,  Pork,  Flour  ft 
Grain  fit  for  their  Consumption,  to  the  Army,  the  Persons  employed 
for  t^is  Purpose  giving  certificates  to  the  owners,  expressing  as  nearly: 
as  possible  the  Weight  ft  Quality  of  them,  ft  agreeing  to  pay  for  them 
at  such  Prices  as  shall  be  settled  by  the  Convention  of  Comitteest 
firom  the  several  States,  who  are  to  meet  at  New  Haven,  the  15tk 
cf  itokf  next,  agreeable  to  a  Besolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  NoV' 


I  have  the  Hononr  to  be 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  very  obed't  Serv*, 

FRANCIS  LIGHTFOOT  LBB, 

for  the  Committee. 
The  Committee  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  them 
whether  the  "Proclamation  ordering  the  Inhabitants  of  York  ft  Cum-^ 
berland  Counties  to  thresh  out  their  Grain  has  been  issued. 

On  the  Service  of  the  United  States. 
JDirectedj 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esq*";  President  of  the 
Supreme  E.  Council  of  Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 


Ui         mwnstlvania  A&cmvM  iirr. 

Major  (jenl.  Armsteonq  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

•     Camp  Eastward  of  Bartholomew8|  80th  Deo%  1777. 

Sir, 

T611  will  readily  reooUeet  that  the  tenor  of  mj  laat  letter  to 
Cottncil  reapeetcd  the  keepiM  up  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  thro' 
Ae  Winter  in  the  same  nombers  as  had  generally  beet  done  thro^ 
Ihe  Conree  of  the  Campaign,  and  that  this  was  the  desire  of  Oenl. 
Washtogton,  at  whose  instanee  I  then  wrote.  By  farther  reflezion 
on  this  v^ry  important  matter,  and  taking  into  eonsideration  that 
bot^  bnnohes  of  OoTemment  may  now'  he  concerting  measwes  or 
making  preparation  to  oontinoe  the  nsnal  sncoession  of  the  militia, 
I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  throw  out  the  following  hints.  HaTing 
now  been  some  time  on  this  weak  and  Exposed  station,  my  first 
tbovghts  were,  that  an  effort  towards  the  seonrity  of  this  part  of  the 
state,  preventing  an  intercourse  with  the  Enemy  or  Market  of  Philad* 
Ae.,  won'd  require  the  exertion  of  two  thousand  men  habitually 
tltfo^  the  winter,  but  wish  to  be  rightly  understood,  that  I  never 
imagined  that  two  or  three  thousand  or  any  other  number  of  Militia 
the  Slate  dou'd  be  supposed  to  send  wou'd  be  suffident  to  do  thai 
business  eftctnally  if  the  Enemy  shou'd  think  proper  to  oppose 
them  in  force.  I  am  however,  now  rather  of  opinion  that  one  ikKm- 
$and  on  this  nde  the  Souylkill  may  answer  all  the  purposes  that  are 
to  be  espeoted,  and  render  in  effect  all  that  servioe  to  this  part  dT 
tbe  Oountrv  ft  to  the  publick  that  even  two  thousand  oou'd  possihlx 
do.  To  this  thousand  Foot  shou'd  be  added  about  twenty  or  thirty 
light  Hone,  which  latter,  peradventure,  Genl.  Washington  may  con- 
tribute. 

If  the  number  mentioned  should  be  agreed  to,  the  Council  will 
tfeadily  perceive  the  great  ease  to  our  Militia  at  this  severe  season,  an 
well  as  the  great  saving  to  the  publick  that  must  ensue.  Whether  the 
Oeneral  expects  any  of  our  Militia  to  be  stationed  on  that  sMeof 
Souylkill  where  his  ExcelU  has  now  taken  post  I  cannot  tell,  but  shall, 
write  to  him  by  this  Conveyance,  in  ord^r  that  he  may  have  thofiarlieat 
opportunity  of  Correcting  this  opinion  if  he  think  it  wrong,  or  com* 
municating  what  else  he  pleases.  At  present  there  are  on  this  station 
near  two  thousand  men,  out  in  the  space  of  two  days  Eicht  Battal- 
lions  will  be  free,  nor  can  they  be  kept  an  hour  beyond  the  time. 
The  residae  will  bIbo  bo  free  in  some  short  time,  perbsps  ten  days, 
St)  y^  there  is  danger  of  a  chasm.  I  am  now  about  settleing  some  of 
the  last' things  that  appear  necessary  here,  and  shall,  Ood  wiRing,in 
two  or  three  days  begin  my  jotirtioy  to  the  westward,  being  slreadT' 
half  frozen  in  this  frigid  aoan.  I  expect  Oenl.  Potter  will  come 
over  &  stay  a  few  days  longer,  at  any  rate  shall  leave. the  Adjutant 
denefal  to  see^orders  executed  until  some  farther  appointment  take 
place* 


The  hwret,  a  Ligbft  HonomaQ  of  Bneb  County^  fan*  bj  hq  ftooi- 
dent  loat  his  Hona  io  our  ^ervjoe,  how  he  U  to  be  ^aid  I  hftffl  no^ 
been  able  io  msButt  bim,  bol  ibuik  him  intitled  k  beg  Ie»y^  to  reocoM 
meDd  biiQ  for  U»at  purpofo.  However  ill  jadgod  ibe  following 
representation  may  be^  at  a  time  when  I  hare  been  just  recommimdiiig 
«aoiher  penoa,  I  mit^  only  (uty,  tbafc  on  beipg  aiwivioDed  io  an 
evening  Cooneil  at  Whitemarsh,  J  bad  a  niee  young  Horao^  with  mj 
aaddle  i  Bridle,  stole  from  the  General's  door,  had  him  p«i  in  Ibo 
general  orders  by  way  of  adYoriisemenii  with  every  o^her  nenns  nf 
search,  but  to  no  effect  Slst.  Qeneral  Potter  is  now  here  b  will 
yemain  in  the  eommand  aono  ten  or  iweko  days,  I  baye  heard  a 
mod  eharaater  of  a  Coll,  Anr  Mooris,  who  at  preaml  Urea  Qear  tto 
White  Hone,  pn  the  I^inoaster  Boad. 
I  am;  Sir, 

Tour  Bxcellency's 

Most  obed';  humble  serv^i 

JOHN  ARHSTBONa. 

P.  S.    The  distance  &  even  nnoerta'n  residenee  of  the  pay-maeter 
Gkneral  has  been  matter  of  frequent  complaint,  and  now  I  borrow 
the  money  I  want,  as  are  some  of  the  oounty  paymasters,  as  Ifr. 
Edwards  tells  me. 
Directed, 

On  Publick  Service. 

To  His  Ezoellenoy,  Thomas  Wbari9i>i  lS»ff,  Pnsident  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
By  Mr.  Tklbort,  \ 

a  Horseman.    ) 


Council  to  Brig*  Gwxral  AR4iSTE0Ka,  1777- 

In  Council,  Lancaster|  Peoember  80, 1777* 
Sir,  , 

Your  leiten  respecting  the  appointment  of  Brigadiers  have  been 
read  and  the  subject  of  them  attentively  considered.  The  Council 
are  sorry  to  say  there  are  very  few  men  in  this  State  whose  experi- 
ence in  the  field  will  justify  an  appointment  to  so  important  a  trust, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  Militia  who  may  be  in  the  field  may  in 

Jour  absence  be  very  safely  entrusted  to  the  command  of  Qeneral 
^otter,  to  whom  we  have  written  by  this  opportunity,  and  we  hope 
lie  will  be  induced  to  continue  with  them  during  the  winter,  or  least 
for  some  time. 


IM  PENNSYLVANIA  AROBIVES  1777. 

'  We  understamd  that  Colonel  Boll  has  the  oommand  of  one  brigade, 
da  the  Bast  side  of  Sehujlkill,  and  from  his  knowledge  of  the  ooan- 
try,  we  think  he  may  be  safely  continued  in  this  tnist,  for  the  pres- 
ent nntill  we  shall  huve  an  opportunity  of  conferring  with  you  ia 
CounoiL 

•  There  are  many  inconTeniencies  which  arise  from  the  appoint- 
Ikient  of  a  great  number  of  General  Officers,  which  your  own  good 
tense  will  point  out  to  you,  among  which  the  difficulty  of  exchang- 
ing those  which  the  fortune  of  War  may  throw  into  the  Enemy's 
lunds,  isaot  among  the  least 

•  The  Council  see  the  necessity  of  some  relaxation  from  the  severe 
doty  of  a  Winters  campaign,  to  a  Oentleman  of  your  advanced  age, 
and  therefore  important  as  your  services  have  been,  cannot  do  lees 
than  to  leave  this  matter  wholly  to  your  own  feelings  and  Judge- 
ment, and  have  only  to  lament  that  your  health  and  Vigour  are  not 
more  equal  to  your  inclination  and  other  abilities  to  serve  your 
country,  in  so  trying  and  difficult  a  situation. 

Directed, 
To  Major  Gen.  John  Armstrong,  Esq. 


Resolution  op  Conobbss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  DqC  31, 1777. 
Besolved, 

That  as  it  is  expedient  to  promote  a  speedy  reformation  in  the 
army,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  disipline  as  oeconomy,  &  the  number 
of  officers  being  already  out  of  all  proportion  to  that  of  the  privates. 
To  avoid  further  embarrasments  in  this  respect,  it  be  recommended 
to  the  governments  of  the  several  States  to  suspend  filling  up  any 
vacancies  in  their  respective  regiments,  until  they  shall  hear  farther 
from  Congress  on  the  subject 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON;  Sec 
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Council  to  Gbn  Pottbr,  1777. 

Id  Coonoil, 

LanctBter^Deo'  81^  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Coanoil  have  for  some  time  past  had  under  their  oonsideration 
the  appointment  of  Brigadier  Generals^  but  there  are  so  few  men  in 
the  State  whose  military  eicpericnce  will  justify  an  appointment  to 
an  office  of  such  importance,  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  deter- 
mine on  one  whom  they  could  wish  to  succeed  you  in  that  command 
for  the  winter,  Especially  when  they  consider  that  it  is  but  too  pro- 
bable General  Armstrong  on  acoo^  of  his  advanced  age  will  be  obliged 
to  quit  the  field  during  the  Severity  of  ihe  season.  Council  are 
•ware  of  the  peculiar  hardship  upon  you  to  be  kept  so  long  from 
joUr  family  and  private  affaire,  yet  they  cannot  forbear  requesting 
you  to  continue  at  least  for  some  time  longer,  if  not  for  the  winter* 
Major  General  Armstrong,  it  is  expected,  will  call  on  Council  on  his 
vray  home,  and  if  any  plan  can  be  formed  with  his  assistance  te 
relieve  you,  without  too  greatly  endangering  our  affairs,  they  will  be 
happy  in  adopting  it.  The  burthen^  will,  and  ou^ht  to  full  upon 
xaen  qualified  for  stations  of  importance  in  time  of  aiffioulty  like  the 
present,  and  we  have  no  doubt  of  your  cheerfully  doing  what  in  our 
distressed  situation  may  best  serve  your  country. 

There  are  many  inconveniencies  to  be  feared  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  gieat  number  of  General  officers,  which  your  good  sense 
will  point  out  to  you,  among  the  rest,  the  difficulty  of  releasing  such 
as  may,  by  the  fortune  of  war,  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  deserve  attention. 

2>4>ec/«f, 

To  General  Potter. 


Peesidbnt  Whakton  to  Wm.  Ceispik,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  January  1st,  1778. 
Sir, 

By  the  bearer  Mr.  William  Bradford,  I  have  sent  you  four  thou- 
sand pounds  for  the  purpose  of  providing  provisions  for  the  fleet 
belonging  to  this  State,  I  should  have  sent  a  greater  sum  but  the 
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Treasury  u  almost  exhausted,  I  howerer  hope  shortly  to  haye  it  in 
my  power  to  send  yoa  a  farther  sam. 
lam 
with  respect 
Sir,  your  yery 
humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jan'. 
Directed. 
To  Wm.  Crispin;  Commissary  to  the  fleet. 


President  of  CoNaEBSs  to  Prebibbnt  Whaetok,  1778, 

'^York  Town,  !•*  Jan',  1778. 

Sir, 

The  last  address  which  I  had  the  honor  of  making  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  was  directed  to  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Speaker  of  Assembly, 
having  been  advised  to  do  so  by  the  Delegates  in  Congress — this 
Evening  I  remarked  a  correspondence  from  your  Honour  to  those 
Gentlemen  introduced  into  the  house.  Tou  will  oblige  me,  Sir,  by 
an  information  of  the  proper  Channel  for  transmitung  public  dis- 
patches to  this  State.  And  permit  me  at  present  the  liberty  of 
sending  to  your  hands  an  Act  of  Congress  of  81*'  Decem.  for  promo- 
ting a  speedy  reformation  in  the  Army  in  discipline  k  oeconomy, 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  proper  power.* 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

your  honour's  most 

obedient  Serv't, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congress. 

Directed^ 

On  publics  service,  Henry  Laurens. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Pennsylvania,  &c.,  &c.,  Lancaster. 

*  See  sasver  January  6,  on  page  161. 
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GsNBBAXi  Washxtoton  90  PjUBUDniT  Whabtov^  177& 

Head  Qaaorterg;  Janaary  1^,  1778. 
.Sir, 

By  this  Ezpreas  from  General  ArmatroDg,  he  iBfomfl  me  he  is  of 
•  <toiiii(m  that  IMO  Militia  regnlarij  reMev^d,  inaj  be  equal  to  effeot 
the  ne^teasarj  duty  on  the  Nortii  aide  of  Sehnjlkill ;  he  alao  meil- 
tiona  that  he  writes  yon  to  this  purpoae,  &  reqaires  my  aeniimenta 
tlieraon.  As  it  has  been  my  eonstant  deaire  t  stady  to  eondoet 
things  in  smA  manner  as  may  be  attended  with  the  smallest  ezpeneo 
&  inoonYenieBce  to  the  people^  I  readily  conenr  in  this  measure,  t 
ezpeet  it  may  be  found  to  answer,  as  2000  conld  not  prevent  the 
Enemy  from  eoning  out  in  force,  &  1000  may  be  a  sufficient  Gheck 
'to'smiA  partna^  A  answer  nU  the  purposes  of  preventing  an  Inter* 
oonrse  between- City  and  Gonntry. 

I  think  it  will  be  absolittely  neceivary  to  furnish  the  liffht  Horse 
the  Cknearal  speaks  of«  as  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  those  belonging 
to  the  Anjiky  into  quarters,  in  order  to  put  them  in  %  Condition  to  be 
It  to  render  any  essential  service  the  aptnroaehing  Campaign. 

Fkom  the  foeseet  appearance  of  matters,  I  hope  I  bImII  not  be 
obliged  to  call  for  any  assistance  of  Militia  to  duty  on  this  side 
fiUuylkili  this  'Wiiiter,  or  if  I  do  that  the  number  will  not  exceed  2 
or  800.* 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Serv't, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Dirededj 

On  public  service. 
-    His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
State  of  PeDDsylvania. 


Council  and  Assembly  to  Congress,  1778. 

January  2, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  petition  of  which  the  enclosed  is  e  copv  was  yesterday  laid . 
before  the  House  of  Assembly.    Others  of  a  uke  import,  we  learn, 
ere  circulating  in  different  parts  of  the  State;  and  we  nave  reason  to 
believe  they  contain  the  sense  of  a  large  number  of  our  constituents. 

*  See  answer  Jsnnaiy  8,«on  page  166. 
7* 


au        fmsBjhTAnnA .  abobivss  im. 

The  Assembly  and  Gomica  haye  had  a  eon&renoe  on  the  anljeet 
and  wa  an  dimoted  ta  oomamieate  the  nattei  to  Ootograai* 

Should  the  scheme  be  thought  practicable  by  your  Honombla 
Body  kni  fagr  the  Geaottd,  we  iihaU  exert  every  nerve  to  cany  it 
into  execution ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  a  very  numerous  and 
respectable  body  of  the  Flymen  of  Pennsylvania  will  on  this  <>cea- 
-sien  cl>ey  our  oiU. 

Theiiiti«#r  seasea  iscertnidyinostfivoarable  lor  the  aiffitia  to 
*have  their  homes;  periiapB  in  our  present  oireumslaaeea  itmaj  be 
•also  most  iavoumble  to  our  operatioas ;  this  however  is  m  point 
^hiefa  we  cbeerfuQy  submit  to  those  whose  provinee  it  is  to  dator- 
iBine  Sa  military  matters/and  who  at  tiie  same  time  ana  oapaUa  of 
judgiog  what  assistanoe  for  this  important  purpose  may  be  tiuioly 
-expieetdd  from  the  neighbouring  States,  as  well  as  of  the  eooditiQii 
of  the  Coatinental  army  to  undertake  the  propoaed  •nterprise^ 
•  It  will  be  of  great  importaape,  in  one  an  attempt  of  l&ia  kind 
should  be  made,  that  the  militia  be  wall  supplied  wilh  armsf  amd 
'Wh  musfc  rely  on  Oongress  for  their  aid  hereia.  We  firmly  depend 
that  provisions  can  be  had  in  taffidient  quantities^  without  interfexiag 
with  the  Oontinental  Ooomissariea.  But.  a  oeiwiderabla  san  of 
money  will  be  wanted  for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  to  pay  the  aditia 
"Who  have  appeared  in  the  field,  and  who  may  tuta  oat  on  the  p^eaent 
oeoosion. 

We  dread  tho  approaohiag  campaign  should  the  Jbroe  of  the 
enemy  remain  entire  and  be  reinforced  in  the  Spring,  as  we  fear  ibsy 
will  bo :  We  are  willing  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  crush  them ;  bat 
in  what  way  our  exertions  may  best  promote  this  object  we  do  not 
undertake  to  determine.  The  Council  will  be  duly  authorised,  and 
remain  ready  to  comply  as  fbr  as  possible  with  the  directions  of 
OongTBsS)  and  request  shortly  to  hear  the  result  of  their  determi- 
nations. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect, 

your  very  humble  servants.* 

Directsdf 

To  the  n'nUe  Henry  Laurens,  Esq'r,  President  of  Congress. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  VoL  XL,  p.  404. 


y  '  '  RKSoLitTioH  OF  Assembly,  17T^;     '  V' 

In  General  AjMOiUy  of  tibe  Ooman  Wctkh 

Friday,  Jaify  2*,  irre. 

Wher^aa,  bj  p  fesolfa  of  the  «po4tiittUal  CoMieiaof  July  Ihe  SI'S 
1777^  it  waa  r^poiaioeiMbd  to.die  exeettlive  AiMoriiiM  of  eaeh  of  tba 
United  Statea,  to  divide  tKeir  reepeetive  States  into  diatricta,  aad  t^ 
.•ppoiiU  a  jffoper  PaiBoa  in  eaob  ^trioi  to  reoet?e  Men  tofiU  tgp  ib$ 
Mgiineata  laiMd  in  au^h  State ;  that  they  lake  good  aeeority  olf  ih» 
yeraoQ  ao  appointed,  for  the  iaithfal  diaeharge  of  his  dnty,  and  rei^ 
deriog  jaataoooaQtB  of  all  pablie  Moaiea  that  aball  ooaae  to  hie  baiid4{ 
and  that  they  allow  for  each  aUe  bodyed  xeemit  ao  jaieed^  who-abdll 
ialiat  for  three  yeara  or  daring  the  War,  the  sum  of  EJja^t  Dollam 
ia  f«U  for  hia  Houhle  &  expenee ;  that  where  no  proviaioiifoff  seaoriAf 
4eaerteiB  har  already  been  made  by  the  Lawaof  the  State,  thef  |iT« 
to  eaoh  person  so  appropriated  full  power  to  take  vp  and  aeeato  aH 
deserters  that  shall  oome  within  their  respectiye  districts ;  and,  where 
foroe  18  necessary  for  this  purpose,  that  they  direct  the  olfioers  of  the 
Militia  to  giye  such  assistance  as  shall  be  required;  that  they  allow 
him  the  Sum  of  five  Dollars  for  every  deserter  so  taken  up  and  secured, 
in  full  for  his  trouble  and  expenoe  therein.  And  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  men  to-enter  the  serviee,  they  shall  have  liberty  at  the  time 
of  their  inlistment  to  make  choice  of  the  regiment,  Tioop  or  Oom- 
paay  io  which  they  will  aerve,  provided  aueh  regiment,  troop  or  Com- 
pany is  not  full ;  if  it  is,  they  may  choose  any  other  regiment,  troop 
or  Company,  which  ia  not  full,  which  ahall  be  entered  against  their 
aamei^  and  retomed  to  the  offioera  appointed  to  reoeive  such  recruits, 
who  shall,  at  the  Time  they  are  sent  to  join  their  corps,  transmit  tb^ 
aame  to  the  General  or  commanding  Officer. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authorities  of  eaoh  cf 
the  United  States,  to  appoint  convenient  places  of  rendezvous  in  their 
respective  States  for  receiving  recruits  nd  deserters,  and  that  they 
transmit  to  General  Washington,  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible, 
the  names  of  such  places  of  rendezvoua,  in  order  that  proper  Offlceri 
may  be  sent  to  receive  such  recruits  &  deserters. 

That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  order  all  continental 
Officers  now  absent  from  their  corps  forthwith  to  join  them,  except 
only  such  ad  the  General  shall  think  necessary  to  receive  recruits,  and 
march  them  to  the  Army. 

Therefore  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  his  Excellency^ 
ihe  President  of  Vice  President  in  Council,  to  appoint  a  Bufficient 
Number  of  recruiting  Commissioners  in  each  Coun^^,  for  the  purposes 
aforesiud — and  he  is  hereby  impowered  to  give  one  hundred  Dollara 
over  and  above  the  bounty  allowed  by  Congress,  to  each  able  bodied 
recruit  who  ahall  enter  into  any  one  of  the  twelve  Begiibents  belong- 


ing  to  tfae  quota  qI  this  State  for«  three  jeaiB  or  dmiag  the  War , — 
And  he  is  further  impdwered  to  draw  orders  on  the  State  Treaaurer 
for  such  Sums  as  may  from  Time  to  time  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of -pajiog  the  anlresidd  bouiitiet. 

Besolved,  that  it  be  reoommeiided  to  the  Ezceutiye  Council  to 
appoiatr  Places  of  rendeByons  where  it's  most  convenient  to  reoeiva 
such  recruits  as  they  shall  inlist,  and  the  said  recruiting  Commissioners 
ahall  Monthly  send  such  recruits  to  the  place  of  rendesTOus,  and 
Oliver  them  to  an  officer  appointed  to  receive  them,  tdcing  a  receipt 
for  them;  and  shall,  as  often  as  required,  transmit  to  the  ezeea- 
tive  Council  accounts  of  the  Number  of  recruits  by  him  inlisted, 
'A^  produce  the  receipt  of  the  officer  to  whom  they  were  detirered, 
ii^hicli  shall  be  his  Vouchers  for  the  expenditures  of  the  Money  de- 
livered to  him  by  the  ezeeutivis  Council.  And  the  said  recruiting 
Oommisflfioners  are  required  to  becarefni  in  apprehending  and  securing 
<A1  deserte^i  from  the  Continental  Army,  for  which  service  he  ia  to 
)S0oeive  five  Dollars,  in  full;  for  his  Trouble  and  expenee  in  taking 
and  securing  such  desertera,  and  he  shall  deliver  the  deserters  to  the 
the  Officer  appointed  to  receive  the  recruits* 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
\      '.  JOHNMOERIS,jr.* 

Clk.  of  Qea»  Asa^- 


..  PjtiBiPBirE  Wharton  to  Genbkaxi  WAsniNaxoiir/lTTS.  • 

In  Council, 

'  Lsncaster,  January  3d,  1778. 
Sir, 

.  Yeatcfday  Ihad  the  honor  of  receiviog  your  letter  of  the  first 
Ijaatanif  which  I  communicated  to  Couucil,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  I 
can  assure  your  Excellency,  that  Council  is  perfectly  convinced  of  the 
Strict  attention,  which  you  hava  always  paid  to  the  safety  and  ease 
pf  the  inhabitants  of  this  State.  The  proposal  which  General  Arm.- 
strong  has'  made,  and  to  which  your  Excellency  has  acquiesced  iu 
)ieepin2  up  not  a  greater  number  of  the  militia  on  the  East  Side  oif 
Schuylkill,  than  about  one  thousand  with  a  few  light  Horse  will 
answer  as  salutary  a  purpose,  as  double  the  number  under  our  present 
circumstances  by  which  a  very  great  expense  will  be  saved,  and  tho 
|u>od  people  of  the  State  much  less  harrassed,  objects  worthy  the 
the  attention,  of  your  Excellency  and  of  the  Council, 

As  the  time  of  the  Militia  now  in  the  field  is  nearly  expired,  I 
purpose  to  order  such  classes  as  will  furnish  the  number  of  men  le- 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.  p.  401. 
t  See  it  page  168. 


qniied,  and  will  endeaToar  to  provide  the  Li^t  hoiae  demanded  by 
Genwal  ArmstroDg. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greater  respect 

your  Excellencies 

humble  Servant^ 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  jnnY  • 

JDirceted, 

His  Excellencj  General  Washington. 


Council  to  Lxsuijekants,  1778 

In  Gounoil,  -*-—  1778,  January  b*^.  v 
Sir. 

The  whole  eight  Classes  of  the  Militia  of  the  interior  oonntiea 
luiylng  been  called  into  the  field,  &  there  being  now  a  necessity  that 
a  considerable  farce  be  kept  up  on  the  eastern  siae  of  the  river  Schujf- 
Isill;  Yon  are  hereby  ordered  to  draw  out,  &  send  to  Head-Quarterfa 
for  orders,  the  [sixth  &  seventh]  classes*  of  the  Militia  of  your  counter 
M  eompleatly  accoutered,  and  equipped,  as  possible,  these  classes 
ought  to  be  sent  forward  immediately,  as  the  time  of  service  of  those 
in  the  field  is  very  nearly  expired — ^the  Council  therefore  recommend 
and  earnestly  desire  that  you  will  use  the  utmost  dilieenoe  in  this  busi- 
ness, and  have  the  men  in  the  field  as  soon  as  possible.  \ 

If  arms  are  not  to  be  had,  the^  will  be  furnished  at  the  camp. . 

You  have  not  sent  to  Council  the  returns  of  the  Militia  which 
have  heretofore  gone  into  the  fields  which  is  attended  with  great  in- 
conveniencies.  It  is  expected  that  you  send  to  Council  a  return  of 
those  now  ordered  out,  without  delay,  together  with  returns  of  those 
which  have  heretofore  been  sent. 

Gounoil  has  heard  with  concern,  that  great  delays  in  some  counties 
have  been  made  by  the  classes  heretofore  called,  and  much  time  spent 
before  they  have  marched  for  camp,  this  ought  to  be  remedied ;  for 
the  law  is  possitive,  that  the  pay  shall  commence  only  two  days  before 
they  actually  march,  &  rations  are  not  allowed  till  they  set  out,  k 
then  after  the  rate  of  20  m's  per  diem.  Enquiry  will  l>e  made  oon- 
oerning  this  abuse,  and  proper  instructions  given  to  the  Pay  Master. 

Directed^  - 

To  Lieutenants  of  the  several  Counties. 

«  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  896. 


Council  to  Congress,  1778. 

Jan'y  5, 1778. 

GoaDcil  have  been  applied  to  in  behalf  of  the  persons  arrested  last 
September,  in  &  near  Philadelphia,  in  pursuance  gt  the  ResolTes  of 
the  Hon*  Congress  of  the  American  States,  who  are  now  detained  in 
Virginia.  Their  Memorial*  to  Congress  &  Council  has  been  read, 
&  their  Case  considered. 

Council  have  not  thought  it  was  pertinent  or  proper  for  them  to 
intermingle  in  this  business,  whether  the  removal  of  these  people,  as 
things  have  turned  out,  has  been  upon  the  whole,  of  public  utility; 
or  whether  the  further  detention  of  them  is  likely  to  be  so,  is  ques- 
tioned by  many.  It  Is  certain,  that  if  they  were  at  liberty,  they 
would  be  able  to  take  a  decided  part,  &  might  be  treated  aoooidingly. 
JBat  as  they  were  tok«n  up  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  & 
Aot  of  Pennsilvania  merely  thoy  must  be  considered  as  the  Prisoner 
of  Congress,  in  behalf  of  the  Union.  Congress  in  this  view  lately 
ordered  them  to  be  conducted  to  Staunton.  Council,  therefore  refers 
their  case  wholly  to  Conj^ress,  &  have  accordingly  informed  Alezaa' 
White,  Esquire,  of  Winchester,  bearer  of  their  memorial 

It  ought  to  be  remembered  that  an  Ezpence  of  perhaps  £  500; 
has  been*  made  by  this  State,  in  oonducting  the  prisoners  to  War 
.cheater. 

Directed,     , 
To  Henry  Laurens,  EsqV.,  President  of  Congress. 

*  See  it  on  page  111,  also  Ool.  Bee.  Vol.  XL,  p.  39$. 
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Noir  OoinfiBsioirsD  Ofucibs  avd  SoLDiB&Sy  1778. 

State  Off  the  Pemsyh*  Non  Conrmissioned  Ofll^n  ft  SfoIdierS; 
agreeable  to  Betarns  made  Jan^  6%  1776. 


^NonOom'd 

BMakudnie. 

SumMSBk 

1 

II 

- 

SUk. 

si 

^ 

ZT^ 

U 

££ 

1 

1 

i 

5 

^ 

!■*  Penniylv^. 

20 

8 

159 

If 

52 
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7 

843 

2      ditto. 

11 

10 

77 

i 

15 

11 

4 

11« 

7      ditto. 

12 

7 

122 

11 

46 

8 

4 

190 

10      ditto. 

14 

8 

128 

7 

54 

16 

5 

205 

4      ditto. 

19 

12 

96 

18 

25 

13 

2 

154, 

5      ditto. 

19 

13 

188 

88 

68 

43 

4 

281 

8      ditto. 

14 

7 

128 

46 

62 

116 

2 

849 

11      ditto. 

9 

6 

60 

8 

54 

80 

5 

157 

8      ditto. 

n 

11 

77 

88 

42 

20 

1 

178 

6      ditto. 

11 

6 

97 

6 

46 

16 

0 

165 

9      ditto. 

16 

8 

108 

12 

50 

16 

5 

189 

12      ditto. 

8 

7 

104 

15 

47 

87 

5 

208 

13^  CoI»  Stewart'e. 

10 

12 

117 

46 

84 

11 

11 

219 

Total. 

174 

105 

1394 

258 

590 

446 

55 

2748 

N.  B.  Many  of  thoM  retora'd  fit  for  doty  are  barefooted  and  htV 
ITaked. 

TIM.  PICEERINO,  A.  0. 


TfloiiAS  Savaook  to  Pbesidxnt  Wharton,  1778. 

PensylvanU  Salt  Works,  Jan'y  5, 1778. 
Br, 

I  have  tbe  honour  to  inform  jon  that  I  have  two  pana  eom|Aeated, 
flne  ct  widch  I  have  boBed  in  ooce^  aod  drawn  aboat twenty  bittbela 
tatmlifrom  it,  with  which  I  have  been  obliged  to  pnrohaM  preti- 
Biona.  Had  I  a  Bnoklayer  A  Saiith  I  afao«kl  have  a  third  pan  up 
^m  weeky  which  woaM  enable  me  to  maJce  twenty  Bnehela  ^  day, 
^rkdcfay  at  the  preaent  pnee  of  aalt,  would  amoant  to  near  three 
tendnd  thowand  ponnds  ^  annum ;  bnt  I  am  now  without  a  mai^ 
«zoept  thne  OarpenterB  and  one  Oarier»  ef  OonaeqaeuM  can  do 
nothing  with  the  pana  now  I  have  them  np. 


loo         pmuMtLVAHOK  AXOBmm  vns. 

Gap*  Sutter  and  men  are  this  day  marched  for.head  qnarien  to 
get  their  dlseharge.  It  was  not  in  G^p*  Sutter's  and  noly  power  to 
prevail  with  them  to  stay  one  day  longer.  They  haye  left  the 
fieldpieoe  &  eome  epare  arms  &  ammanitioa.  I  have  heen  in  evfeo- 
tation  of  Mr.  Davidson's  bringing  the  people  he  vent  up  for  erja 
now ;  beg  y*  may  be  forwarded  as  quick  as  possiblej  as  nothing  can 
be  done  until!  the  come. 

Have  had  some  information  that  Gouncil  is  inclined  to  dispose  of 
the  works.     Should  that  be  the  Case,  agreeable  to  my  articles  they 
are  to  give  me  the  refusal  of  them,  at  a  valueation  by  persona 
mutually  chosen,  with  allowance  for  wear  or  other  damage.     Shoald 
they  incline  to  sell  I  would  pay  for  them  in  Salt  if  most  ameaUew 
*    If  ffir.  Davidson  brings  any  money  with  him  should  be  ^ad  if  it 
Inhere  Oontinental,  for  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  I  ean  bay 
anything  with  State  money  of  any  kind. 
I  remain  with  due  respect^ 
Your  Honours 
I  Most  Humble  Servant, 

THOS.  SAVADGE. 

P.  8.  I^  Mr.  Davidson  comes  down  again  it  will  be  necessary  for 
liim  to  bring  a  Bed  and  Bedding  for  himself.  Also,  the  men  sent 
down  must  have  sufficient  of  Blankets  with  them. 

I  am  this  day  informed  there  his  ordered  three  hundred  of  the 
Galley  men  down  to  protect  these  works,  ft  have  not  Barracks  for 
jD)ore  than  fifty  or  sixty  officers  and  all,  neither  will  it  be  possible  to 
Ifind  Bairacks  in  the  Neighbourhood  at  this  season. 

To  The  Hon"'  Tho^  Wharton,  jun',  Esq',  President  of  the  Hon"- 
Gouncft  o^  State  of  Pensylvania. 
p'  fav  Cap*  Sutter. 


J«  B.  Smith  to  Col.  Matlace,  Esq.,  1778. 

York  Town,  Jan>^  5**,  1778. 
D'  Sir, 

The  letter  from  his  exeelleiicy  the  President,  &  the  Speaker  of 
ike  Assembly,  was  this  morning  read  in  Congress.  As  far  as  coM. 
be  discovered,  the  expediency,  ft  indeed  necessily  of  something 
yig'rous  &  immediate  were  in  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  bousft. 
They  referred  the  letter  to  a  Committee,  vis.  myself.  Dr.  Withit^ 
Spoon  &  Mr.  Fuisom.  The  articles  of  arms  ft  provisions  will  pv^ 
hMj>  be  a  weight  Caa  meat  be  procured  f  We  are  informed  this 
day  that  eno'  for  6  weeks  for  the  army  cannot  be  had  of  flour,,  fte. 
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I  em  hare  no  dotftt.  Indeed  I  ibis  dsj  aflamed  oongress  tbat  all  Ihe 
difficoltiea  arose  from  the^  mismanagement  of  the  Commissariea 
only.  It  is  probable  a  copy  of  the  letter  will  be  sent  forward  im? 
mediately  to  the  General.  Possibly  the  army  may  not  now  be  in  a 
sitnation  to  sapport  the  measure,  as  upon  a  late  formal  discussion  on 
the  sabjecti  when  a  Committee  from  congress  was  at  camp  on  the 
purpose,  it  was  deemed  impracticable,  &  many  officers  are  away,  & 
perhaps  as  great  a  proportion  of  the  men.  I  think  you  may  rely  on 
Ck»ng^'es8  haying  it  much  at  heart.  I  will  be  glad  to  know  par- 
tica&rly  from  time  to  time  what  fresponse  the]  inclinations  of  the 
people  make.  I  shall  feel  myself  [bappy  in]  having  an  opportunity  of 
gaining  to  thia  state  a  reputation  on  this  head,  &  shall 

not  fuT  of  availing  myself  of  informations  you  may  give.* 

The  Papers  respecting  waggons  &c.,  are  now  with  a  Committee. 
Congress  appear  averse  to  raising  the  pay. 

We  have  a  letter  from  General  Small  wood  informing  of  his  having 
taken  a  Brig  of  6  Guns  bound  from  N.  York  to  Philada.,  one  Capt. 
ft  70  Privates,  on  Board,  a  master  &  12  mariners,  &  40  women, 
eSRtenf  wives,  &o.  The  Sulkiness  of  the  Capt  &  the  ignorance  of 
the  master,  who  says  the  loading  was  concealed  from  him,  prevented 
the  Gen^.  from  giving  an  account  of  what  was  on  board.  1500 
eland  of  arms,  some  ammunition,  cloathing  for  4000  men,  or  for  4 
vegiments,  which  uncertain,  some  cash,  rum,  wine,  &c.,  he  heard  of. 
My  best  Compliments  to  the  President  &  Gentlemen  of  the  Council| 
particularly  to  Mr.  Bryan.  With  Compliments  of  the  season, 
I  am, 

D'.  Sir,  with  mueh  respect, 

y.  f .  &  ob*.  s«. 

J.  B.  SMITH. 

Mr.  8am^.  Lyon  will  take  yoar  bags  to-morrow  morning.  When 
I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  will  tell  yon  how  mueb  ^ 
obliged.    J.  B.  S. 

Comp'*  to  our  good  fr'  Mr.  Marshal. 
Directed, 

To  Timoiliy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Sec'y  to  Hon*»«  Council  of  PcnnsyK 
vania^  at  Lancaster. 


T.  Matlaok  to  Prbs.  of  Congress,  1778. 

Lancaster^  Jany  6, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  leoomiyiebdation  of  Congress,  enclosed  in  your  favour  of  the 
Ist  instant,t  has  been  read  in  Connoil,  and  will  be  duly  attended  tou 
It  will  undoubtedly  be  proper  that  all  publick  dispatches  should  be 

*  Words  are  hert  lost  by  th0  s?al  t  S««  P»««  ^^^ 
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direoted  to  the  President  of  the  Supreme  ezecatire  Gonndl  of  this 
State.  I  shall  be  happy  at  all  times  to  receive  your  orders,  and 
have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  honor's  most  obedient 

humble  Servant. 


Elias  Boudinot  to.  Prbs  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp,  Jan'y  7%  1778. 
Dr.  Sir, 

I  yesterday  discharged  Charles  Dingey  from  the  Provost,  on  his 
giving  me  three  Sureties  in  £1000,  for  his  appearance  at  Lancaster 
within  Ten  Days.  I  promised  to  return  the  Bond,  on  your  Certifi- 
cate of  bis  beiog  properly  conduoted  to  you,  but  as  I  am  bound  for 
Jersey  think  it  best  to  enclose  it  to  you,  whioh  you  can  give  up  when 
you  please.  The  Charge  ag'  him  here  is,  his  attempting  to  go  into 
l^hiladelphia,  his  acknowledging  himself  a  Subject  of  King  George 
the  third,  and  his  refusing  to  take  the  oath  or  affirmatfon  of  idlegianoe 
to  the  State,  or  to  give  his  Parole  that  he  would  not  do  us  any  Injury* 
I  have  no  News,  but  that  our  old  Friend  Bichie  is  at  last  dis- 
charged, which  I  have  informed  Mr.  Searle  of. 

Am;  with  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Wharton, 
Dr.  Sir, 

Your  very  Hble  Serv't, 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT.* 
Directed,  ' 

On  the  Public  Service,  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Ju', 
Bsqr.,  at  Lancaster. 


JUSPOBT  TO  AND    B.BSOLUTIONS    OF,    CONG&BSS    BeSPBCTING 

Gbn.  Burgoynb,  1778, 

In  Congress,  Jan'y  8, 1778. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  letters  that  passed  betwixt  General 
Heath  &  Gen  Burgoyne,  &  the  letter  from  Gen.  Burgoyne  to  Gen. 
Gates,  were  committed;  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration  &  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

^<  That  they  have  considered,  with  mature  attention,  the  convention 
entered  into  at  Saratoga,  betwixt  Major  General  Gates  &  Lieut. 
Oencral  Burgoyne,  in  October  last,  &  find  that  numbers  of  the  car- 

*  See  Col.  Bee.  YoL  XI.  p.  402. 
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UmfA  boxes,  ft  sereral  other  articles  of  military  aooontrements, 
annexed  to  the  persons  of  the  non  commissioned  officers  &  soldiers 
in  General  Bnrgojne's  army,  have  not  been  delivered  np,  and  that 
agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  the  convention;  and  the  technical  interpre- 
tation of  the  word  ''  arms/^  they  ought  to  have  been  delivered  np. 
This  opinion  is  warranted,  not  only  by  the  judgment  of  the  most 
approved  writers^  bnt  by  the  interpretation  &  practice  of  British 
Officers  in  similar  cases  in  the  coarse  of  the  present  war^  particularly 
in  the  capitulation  of  St  Johns,  on  the  2  Nov,  1775. 

Your  Committee  farther  report,  that  there  are  so  many  other  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  delivery  of  the  arms  and  military  stores, 
which  excite  strong  suspicions  that  the  convention  has  not  been  strictly 
complied  with  on  the  part  of  General  Burgoyne,  agreeable  to  its  true 
spirit,  and  the  intention  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  so  many 
instances  of  former  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  our  enemies,  as  to  justify 
Congress,  however  cautious  to  avoid  even  the  suspicion  of  want  of 
good  faith,  in  taking  every  measure  for  securing  the  performance  of 
the  convention,  which  did  not  impose  any  new  condition,  nor  tend 
to  delay  its  execution.  Of  this  nature,  your  Committee  consider  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  8  of  November  last,  directing  General 
Heath,  "  to  cause  to  be  taken  down  the  name  &  rank  of  every  com- 
**  missioned  officer,  and  the  name,  former  place  of  abode,  occupation^ 
''  size,  age  A  description,  of  every  non  commissioned  officer  &  private 
''  soldier  and  all  other  persons  comprehended  in  the  convention  of 
*'  Saratoga."  This  cannot  be  considered  as  imposing  any  new  con- 
dition, but  as  a  measure  naturally  resulting  from  the  articles  of  con- 
vention, which  the  conquering  party  has  a  rieht  to  avail  itself  of,  & 
which  is  strictly  justifiable,  had  no  just  suspicion  of  the  want  of  good 
faith  in  the  party  surrendering  presented  itself.  Your  Committee 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  reasons  which  General  Burgoyne  adduces  for 
refusing  a  compliance,  ar^  inapplicable  to  the  case ;  &  they  beg  leave 
to  observe  that  ho  is  totally  mistaken  in  his  appeal  to  the  conduct  of 
Sir  Guy  Carlton  and  himself,  with  respect  to  the  prisoners  released 
from  Canada,  in  August,  1776.  For,  notwithstanding  his  express 
declaration  to  the  contrary,  in  his  letter  of  the  28d  November  last^ 
to  General  Heathy  it  appears  from  the  original  list  of  prisoners  re- 
leased from  Canada,  which  is  herewith  presented,  that  the  provinces, 
counties  and  towns  to  which  the  prisoners  released  belonged,  were 
annexed  to  their  respective  names,  which,  for  the  greater  security  of 
the  conquering  party,  were  in  the  handwritbg  of  the  respective  pri- 
soners. Your  Committee,  therefore,  cannot  but  consider  General 
Burgoyne's  refusal  id  eive  descriptive  lists  of  the  non  commissioned 
officers  and  soldiers  belonging  Jo  his  army,  when  connected  with  his 
former  conduct,  &  ill  grounded  assertion  on  this  ocsasion,  in  an 
alarming  point  of  view,  more  especially  when  they  consider  that 
nine  days  previous  to  this  refusal,  he  had,  without  just  cause  given, 
declared  in  a  letter  to  General  Gates^  that  the  public  faith  plightea 
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in  tbe  oonyention  of  Savatoga^  was  broken  on  the  part  of  ttost 

States. 

This  cIiiMrge  of  a  breach  of  public  faith  is  of  a  moat  aenona  natove, 
pregnant  wiQi  alarming  consequences,  &  deserves  greater  atteotioD,  at 
it  is  not  dropped  in  a  bastj  expression,  dictated  by  sudden  paasioii, 
but  is  delivered  as  a  deliberate  act  of  judgment,  committed  to  writiagf 
&  sent  to  the  General  with  whom  he  made  the  conyention ;  and  if 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  Qeneral  Burgoyne'a  account  of  himself  in  hla 
letter  to  General  Heath,  of  the  23  Nov%  he  cannot  be  conaidered  ''of 
'^ap  light  a  character  as  to  have  acted  in  a  serious  matter  of  State, 
^'  upon  a  sudden  impression.'^ 

The  reasons  on  which  he  grounds  this  charge  is,  that  the  offioeia 
included  in  the  convention  have  not,  since  their  arrival  in  Masaacha* 
aetts  Bay,  been  accomodated  with  quarters  agreeable  to  their  respeciiTe 
ranks ;  on  which,  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  though 
from  the  sudden  and  unexpected  ^rriyal  of  ao  large  a  body  of  troope, 
ihe  concourse  of  strangers  in  &  near  Boston,  the  devastation  t  destrao- 
tion  occasioned  by  the  British  army  notion^  since  blocked  up  in  that 
town,  &  by  the  American  army,  which  beseiged  them ;  &  oonsidering 
that  the  officers  were  not  to  be  separated  from  their  men,  &  that  the 
troops  could  not  be  quartered  with  eoual  convenience  in  any  other 
place  within  the  limits  pointed  out  ana  described  in  the  convention 
as  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  barracks  in  any  other  part  of 
that  State ;  though  from  these  and  many  other  unavoidable  cireom* 
stances  the  accommodation  of  General  Borgoyne  &  his  officers  might 
not  be  such  as  the  public  could  wish  or  he  expect,  yet  his  charge  of 
a  breach  of  y«  pubuo  faith  on  this  account  is  not  warranted  either 
by  the  letter  of  the  preliminary  articles  agreed  on  between  himself 
/&  Gen.  Gutes,  on  the  14  of  October,  or  by  the  spirit  of  the  oonven- 
tion  signed  on  the  16  of  the  same  month ;  since  by  an  examination 
of  these  articles  it  will  appear,  that  the  stimulation  with  respect  to  the 
quartering  of  officers  was  not  to  be  construed  in  that  rigorous  sena^ 
in  which  General  Burgoyne  affects  to  consider  it,  but  on  thecontrarj 
that  it  was  ''  agreed  to  as  far  as  circumstances  would  admit'' 

Your  Committee  forbear  to  lay  any  stress  on  the  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  alter  the  placo  of  embarkation  from  the  port  of  Boston 
to  that  of  Bhode  Island,  or  the  Sound,  so  contiguous  to  the  port  of 
New  York,  which  as  well  as  that  of  Khode  Island,  is  at  preseat  in 
their  possession ;  on  the  seembglv  ioadequate  number  of  veaaela^ 

f being  only  26  transports  sent  to  Khode  Island,  as  appears  in  a  btter 
rom  Gen.  Pi^ot  to  Gen.  Burgoyne,  dated  5  Dec,)  for  an  army  consist- 
ing  of  5642,  in  a  winter  voyage  to  Europe;  or  on  the  improbability  of 
the  enemy's  being  able  on  so  short  a  notice  to  victual  such  a  fleet  & 
army  for  a  voyage  of  such  length ;  since  the  declaration  of  Lieuleoaiit 
General  Burgoyne,  that  the  public  fi^ith  is  broke,  is  of  itself  sufficient 
to  justify  Congress,  in  takins  everv  measure  for  securing  the  per- 
formance of  the  convention,  which  tne  laws  of  Nations  in  conaequeiioe 
of  this  conduct  will  justify. 
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These  facte  &  opinions^  yoar  Committee  in  a  matfer  of  ancb  bigh 
iBoment  to  the  honor  &  safety  of  these  States,  esteem  it  their  dntj 
to  report  speolally  *,  and  eonsidering  that  General  Bnrgoyne  has  not 
lolly  oompUed  with  the  eonvention  of  Saratoga,  particularly  in  not 
delirering  np  the  oartonch  boxes  &  aceoatrements,  that  he  has  ex- 
pressly and  without  jast  foundation  charged  these  States  with  a  breach 
of  poblie  faith ;  that  in  conseqnenoe  of  this  declaration,  whilst  in  oar 
power  he  may  deem  himself  &  the  army  under  htm,  absolved  from 
their  compact,  and  may  therefore  have  refosed  compliance  with  a 
measnre  naturally  resulting  from  the  conyention,  k  which  only 
tended  to  render  his  officers  ft  men  insecure,  in  case  the  conyention 
on  their  part  was  not  complied  with ;  considering  farther,  that  from 
the  distance  between  America  &  Great  Britain,  there  is  no  opportu- 
nity of  aoeommodating  this  dispute  in  any  reasonable  period  of  time^ 
with  the  SoYcreign  of  the  States,  in  behalf  of  which,  this  conyention 
waa  made,  ft  that  the  operations  of  Gen.  Burgoyne'sarmy  in  America, 
would  not  only  defeat  the  main  object  of  ^the  conyention,  but  prove 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  these  States ;  your  Committee 
therefore  submit  the  whole  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in  order 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  are  consistent  with  the  honor 
ft  safety  of  the  United  States." 

Whereupon  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions. 
Besolyed^ 

That  as  many  of  the  cartouch  boxes,  ft  several  other  articles  of 
military  accoutrement  annexed  to  the  persons  of  the  non  commissioned 
officers  &  soldiers  included  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga  have  not 
been  delivered  up,  the  convention  on  the  part  of  the  British  army 
has  not  been  strictly  complied  with. 

Besolved, 

That  the  refusal  of  lieut.  general  Burgoyne  to  give  descriptive^ 
Ibta  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  ft  privates  l^longing  to  his 
army  subsequent  to  his  declaration  that  the  public  faith  was  broke, 
is  considered  by  Congress  in  an  alarming  point  of  view,  since  a  com- 

Sliance  with  the  resolution  of  Congress  could  only  have  been  preju- 
icial  to  that  army  in  case  of  an  infraction  of  the  convention  on 
their  part. 

Besolved, 

That  the  charge  made  by  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  inliis  letter 
to  Major  General  Gates  of  the  14  Nov',  of  a  breach  of  public  faith 
on  the  part  of  these  States  is  not  warranted  by  the  just  construction 
of  any  article  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  that  it  is  a  strong  indi- 
cation of  his  intention,  ft  affords  just  ground  of  fear,  that  he  will 
avail  himself  of  such  pretended  breach  <^  the  ooaventioo,  in  order  to 
disengage  himself,  ft  the  army  under  him  of  the  obligation  they  are 
under  to  these  United  States,  ft  that  the  security  which  these  States 
have  had  in  his  personal  honor;  is  hereby  destroyed. 
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Beiolved  tterefore,  '^ 

That  the  embarkation  of  Lieutenant  General  Bnrgoyne  &  the 
troops  nnder  his  command  be  saapended  till  a  diatinot  &  explidt 
ralifioation  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga^  shall  be  properly  notified 
bj  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to  Congress. 

Bj  order  of  Congress, 

HENRY  LAURENS,  President .• 
Attest  Charles  Thomson,  See. 


Mathw.  Irwin,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  to  Prbst.  Wharton,  1778. 

Reading,  8th  Jan^,  1778. 
Sir, 

As  it's  probable  onr  Militia  may  stand  in  need  of  Tents  next 
Campaign,  I  take  the  liberty  of  acqaainting  you  that  I  have  the  dis- 
posal of  the  sails  of  four  Continental  vessels  that  were  destroyed  at 
the  Head  of  Elk  last  summer.  If  yon  chusc,  I  will  have  the  sails 
valued,  &  take  them  on  aoco*  of  this  State,  &  have  them  made  into 
Tents,  for  which  they  will  be  very  suitable.  Other  Camp  Equipage 
will  also  be  wanted,  and  as  it's  uncertain  whether  the  new  Conti- 
nental q'  m'  Getf  may  chuse  to  supply  the  Militia,  request  your 
Excellency  will  let  me  know  if  I  am  to  make  the  necessary  Provition 
&c.  I  am  now  in  advance  for  the  q'  m'  Departm*  £642,15,  which 
G^n*  Mifflin  dont  chuse  to  pay,  being  about  closing  his  accot*,  request 
yon  will  let  me  know  when  I  can  receive  this  and  an  additional  sum 
for  the  use  of  my  departm^ 
I  am, 

With  the  greatest  respect, 
Your  Excellency's 
Most  obed't. 

Very  hum*'*  serv', 

MATHW.  IRWIN, 
Q'  m'  Gen»  for  the  State  of  Pennn*. 
IHrected, 

To  His  Excellency,  Thom.  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq',  President  of  the 
Snpreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Penna.,  at 
Lancaster. 

*  See  the  President's  letter  enclosing  this,  Jan.  14,  p.  176. 


i ^ 
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GfiNEBAL  POTTBfi  TO  PbESIDENT  WflARTON,   1778. 

Sir, 

It  is  long  muce  I  informed  tbo  Gonneil  that  I  would  be  under  the 
neeessitj  of  going  home  to  settle  some  of  my  affairs,  and  the  last 
aoeoants  I  have  Received  of  Mrs.  Potter's  Indispofieition,  is  with  me 
a  more  urgent  Reason  than  any  other  for  my  Return. 

I  anxiously  request,  if  Council  has  not  appointed  some  one  to 
Relieve  me,  that  they  would  immediately  do  it,  or  grant  me  leave  of 
alMence  for  some  time. 
I  am, 

With  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient, 

Humble  Servant,  ^ 

JAS.  POTTER.  • 

Philad*  County,  Janu'y  8th,  1778. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  In  Lancaster, 
^favour  of) 
Col.  Bull.  J 


Pbssipbkt  .Wharton  to  Commodore  Hazelwood,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  January  8, 1778. 

The  enclosed  is  triplicate  of  my  last  letter  to  you.  Yesterday 
Captain  Blewer  of  the  state  Navy-board,  called  upon  Council,  the 
above  letter  will  serve  as  an  answer  to  part  of  his  business. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Council  that  if  the  Cannon  filling  (the  touch 
holes  with  lead)  stores,  &c.,  be  removed  ten  or  fifteen  miles  from  tbe 
water,  but  distributed  in  many  places  so  that  the  quantity  in  either 
may  not  be  an  object  worth  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  it  may 
answer  better,  taking  every  circumstance  in  view,  than  sending  them 
fort  j|or  fifty  miles,  and  deposited  in  one  place;  or  part  of  the  cannon 
might  be  sunk  in  the  river,  for,  as  the  season  is  far  advanced,  and 
there  is  difficulty  in  procuring  sufficient  teams,  especially  with  expe- 
dition, it  will  therefore  be  advisable  to  return  them  almost  as  soon 
as  they  are  safely  secured. 

*  Bee  answer  Jan.  9,  on  page  169.         Bee  Col.  Rec,  Vol.,  XI,  p.  898. 
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Mr.  William  0.  Bradford  left  this  the  other  day  and  took  with 
him  four  thousand  pounds  for  the  Oommissary  and  three  thousand 
pounds  to  pay  the  boats  crews«  &e*. ;  when  the  Treasury  is  replen- 
ished a  farther  sum  shall  be  sent.  CaptP  Blewer  mentioned  to 
Govneil  that  many  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  boats  were  married 
and  their  wives  in  a  good  deal  of  distress  for  (he  want  of  provinoiiSy 
and  probably  if  they  went  off  their  husbands  would  follow.  If  the 
state  Navy  Board  and  yourself  should  be  of  opinion  that  funuahing 
some  of  those  Women  with  rations  will  be  of  utility  to  the  atetOi 
Council  will  not  object. 

I  am  also  requested  by  Council  to  inform  you  that  they  have  had 
an  eye  towards  the  eztraordinaiy  ezpenoe  which  you  must  neocwarily 
have  been  at,  and  will  still  continue  whilst  you  have  the  command 
of  the  fleety  have  allowed  you  to  draw  rations,  from  the  tinoie  of 
your  appointment  w^  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  resolve. 

Council  have  no  doubt  of  every  exertion  of  yours  and  the  state 
navy  board  to  secure  the  stores  &^,  belonging  to  the  fleet,  as  well  as 
attentive  to  the  seamen. 
I  am  very  respectfully. 

Yours  and  their  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jun.,  Presd^ 

The  resolve,  above  mentioned  Council  is  desirous  of  reoonaideriag, 
the  result  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  you  in  a  few  days. 
Directed  J  • 

To  Commodore  Hazelwood. 


Peks*t  Whabton  to  Beig.  Gbn.  Laosy,  1778. 

In  Council^  Lancaster,  January  9, 1778. 
Sir, 

Ton  are  this  day  appointed  to  be  a  Brigadier  General  of  this  State, 
and  the  Secretary  will,  by  Col.  Hart,  forward  to  you  a  Commission 
empowering  you  to  act  as  such. 

Brigadier  General  Potter  has  obtained  leave  to  visit  his  family, 
and  you  are  to  take  the  command  in  his  absence. 

Two  classes  of  Militia  from  the  county  of  York,  two  from  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  two  from  the  county  of  Northampton,  and 
one  from  the  county  of  Northumberland,  are  now  ordered  into  the 
field ;  and  the  Lieutenants  of  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  of 
Bucks  are  directed  to  supply  you  with  twenty  Light  Horse,  each 
without  officers,  as  they  must  be  necessarily  divided  into  small  par- 
ties, where  officers  will  be  useless. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XI,  p.  866  and  808. 
t  See  page  151. 
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CcHJKOUi  TO  SfiS  LiXUIBKAHXS  ov  Oo's,  17T8* 

Id  OonnoU,  Lanoaster;  Jaaiiary  9^  1778. 
Sir, 

•  Tiro  olassM  of  Militia  from  the  oonnty  of  York,  two  from  the 
county  of  Oamberlaiid,  two  from  the  county  of  Northampton,  and^ 
one  from  the  coimty  of  Northumberland,  are  ordered  into  the  field  to 
0iirer  the  country  between  Schnylkil  and  Delaware.  It  is  necesMry 
that  a  number  of  Light-horse  should  be  kept  on  the  several  roads 
^  latetligenee  and  other  purposes;  you  are,  therefore,  to  procure 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  send  to  Camp  twenty  aetive  young  men  for  this  - 
service :  a  like  number  will  be  ordered  from  the  eonntj  df  fi.ucks. 
Their  horses,  arms  and  aocoutrements,  are  to  be  valued,  and  pa^d  for 
if  lost  in  the  service.  The  Gentlemen  who  turn  out  as  Light  florae-* 
men  will  be  excused  from  serving  when  called  in  their  classes. 
There  will  not  be  occasion  for  officers  in  this  corps,  as  they  must  act 
in  very  small  detached  parties,  and  especially  as  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  they  will  consbt  of  the  young  Gentlemen  of  the  county. 

Council  has  this  day  appointed  John  Laooy,  jnnr.,.BBqn,  to  be  a 
Brigadier  General,  and  he  will  take  the  command  in  the  absence  of 
Brigadier  General  Potter."** 

Philadelphia  &  Bucks,  20  light  Horse  each. 
To  the  Lieutenants  of  Philad*  and  Bucks  Counties. 


Prbs't  Whabton  to  Gen.  Potteb,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  January  9, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  sundry  letters  which  I  have  laid  before  the  GoaiH 
cO.  The  3  let  instantf  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you,  tho  i^ 
had  not  got  to  hand  when  you  wrote  your  last. 

I  have  ordered  out  two  classes  of  the  Militia  of  the  ciountj  of 
Cumberland,  two  classes  out  of  the  county  of  York,  one  class  out  of 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  two  classes  out  of  the  county  of 
Northampton.  I  have  also  written  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  count 
^es  of  Philadelphia  and  Bucks,  desiring  them  to  send  each  twenty^ 
liight-horse,  and  expressed  my  sentiments  that  offioers  to  command 
them  will  be  unnecessary,  as  they  must  be  divided  into  small  parties 
€o  be  stationed  on  different  roads,  &c. 

*  General  Armstrong  waited  on  the  Council  and  laid  before  them  a^ 
State  of  affairs,  and  gave  his  sentiments  respecting  the  appointment 
of  an  officer  to  command  of  the  Militia  in  your  absence^  and  ezpeo^ 

*  See  page  167-168.  f  Ult  ?  See  p.  161. 

Vol.  YI.-8 


170  PIKErSniYANIA  ABGHIVS8  1778. 

he  has  written  to  70a  tberenpon.  I  kment  that  70a  are.iinder  a 
neoeasitj  of  leayiDg  the  Gamp  for  some  time,  as  I  am  W7  sensiblo 
of  7oar  important  serviees,  7et  I  cannot  obiect  to  7oar  Yi8itiDg7oar 
familj  after  sooh  a  kngthof  Servioe  in  the  I^eld.  Council  hadsome 
thoughts  of  appointing  Lieutenant  Col'  Lacy  to  command  the  Hi- 
litia,  without  giying  him  the  rank  of  a  Brigadier  Qeneral,  but  on 
fall  consideration  they  saw  that  it  would  give  occasion  of  o&nee  to 
the  Colonels  which  are  now  ordered  into  the  Field ;  aod  theiefore^ 
in  consideration  of  his  merit>  have  appointed  him  to  he  a  Brigadier 
Qeneral.  He  will  of  course  take  the  command  in  7our  abseoofr— 
70U  will  please  thereforci  before  you  leave  Camp,  give  km  a«oh 
mstmeiioas  as  you  think  may  be  useful. 
I  ami  with  much  respect^ 

8',  your  very  Hum.  Ser*. 
To  Brigadier  Qetf  Potter. 


John  Lbshu  10  Fbb&  YfuAXtoVj  1778. 

To  the  Hon^>*  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
qrlvania : 

Oentlemeni 

I  conceive  it  to  be  my  Duty  io  acquaint  you  that  I  conceive  I  am 
no  more  master  of  any  individual  thing  I  possess;  for,  besides  the 
damages  I  have  heretofore  Sustained  by  a  number  of  Troops  ft  Con- 
tinenul  Waggons,  in  taking  from  me  8  Ton  of  Hay,  destroy'<l  Ap- 
ples Buflicient  for  10  hhd*  Cyder,  Eating  up  mv  Pasture,  Burning 
my'F^nces,  &c.,  and  2  Beeves  I  was  obli^d  to  buy  at  Is.  "^  lb.,  to 
answer  their  immediate  want  of  Provisions,  and  at  Several  other 
tfmes  Since  I  have  Supply'd  Detachments  from  the  Army  with  Pro- 
visions. There  has  lately  been  taken  from  me  14  Head  of  Cattle  A 
4  Swine,  the  Cattle  at  a  very  low  Estimate,  to  mv  infinite  Damage, 
im  they  were  all  the  Beef  I  had  for  my  workmen  for  carrying  on  my 
Ironworks;  I  had  rather  delivered  the  Beef  and  reserved  the  Hides, 
Tallow,  ftc.,  but  no  Arguments  will  prevail,  all  must  be  delivered  to 
a  Number  of  Armed  men  at  the  point  of  the  Bayonet.  As  my  Fa- 
mily, which  I  am  necessiated  to  maintain,  consitfts  of  near  30  Per* 
sons,  not  reckoning  Colliers,  Wood  Cutters  and  other  day  Labourers, 
mj  Provisions  &  Forage  being  taken  from  me,  my  Forge  must  stand 
Idle,  my  Forqace,  which  I  am  about  carrying  on  must  of  consc- 
ience be  dropt,  which  will  be  a  loss  to  the  Public  as  well  as  myself 
as  there  is  so  neat  a  Call  for  Iron-  at  Present  fbr  publick  Use,  ft 
some  Forges  £  Furnaces  must  of  necessity  fail  for  want  of  Wood 
and  Ore. 
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'  Chathmeii :  Tbo  Cue  in  Uua  neighboarhood  k  tmlj  »1amiii(g 
vben  the  stroogestExerliona  of  CBocohobit  &  IVugalitj  oofbt  to  be 
Pnotited  by  all  Banks  of  Men,  tberebj  tbe  better  to  eaaUe  ua  to 
Tei>el  the  Desinw  of  a  daring  Enemy,  wbo  are  now  in  oor  Land.  It 
strikes  me  witn  Horror  to  see  a  number  of  oor  own  Officers  &  Sbldiera, 
wantonly  waste  &  destroy  the  good  Peoples  Properties :  by  sooh  eon-, 
doci  tbey  Destroy  the  Gaoce  they  seek  tr  maintain*  Instead  of  7a- 
dieions  men  appointed  in  eyery  Township,  or  as  the  Case  may  le-^ 
quire,  to  Proportion  the  Demands  equal  according  to  the  Circnm« 
atanees  of  every  Farmer  &  the  general  benefit  of  the  whol^  Uiese 
men,  under  the  Shadow  of  the  Sayonet  &  the  appellation  Tory,  act 
as  they  Please,  our  Wheat^  Byc^  Oats  &  Hay  taken  away  at  £acre- 
tion  and  Shamefully  wasted,  and  our  Cattle  destroyed.  I  know 
some  Farmers  who  have  not  a  Bushel  of  Oats  left  for  Seed,  nor  Beef 
sufficient  for  their  own  Consumption,  while  some  others  lose  nothing, 
as  a  man  who  has  100  head  of  Cattle  lost  not  one ;  such  Proceed* 
ing^  I  think  to  be  very  Partial.  Many  Farmers  are  so  much  die* 
eourag'd  by  such  Conduct,  that  I  have  heard  several  say  th/ej  would, 
neither  Plow  nor  Sow  if  this  takes  place ;  the  oonseqoenoe  may  be 
easily  forseen,  unless  some  Sneedy  &  Effectual  method  be  taken  to 
put  a  atop  to  such  irregular  Prooeedings,  and  encouragement  &  Pro* 
teodon  extended  to  the  good  People  of  this  Commonwealth.  I. 
Shudder  at  the  Consequence. 

I  humbly  submit  the  whole  to  your  Serious  Consideration!  and^ 
remain 

<3entlemen, 

Tour  Obe*  Hum*»«  Serv*- 

JOHN  LESHER. 

Oley,  9th  January,,  1778. 

IHrKtedj 

To  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  SzeontiT* 
Coundl  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


K  M'Calbstbb  to  Prbsidbut  Whartok,  1778. 

Hanover  Town,  Jan'  9th,  1778. 

•  I  have  had  the  Hon.  to  Beoeive  y  Letter  of  the  6th  Instant^ 
A  Dispatched  Copeys  thereof  Imedetly  to  all  the  Subs  in  the  County, 
and  hope  to  have  what  will  March  on  there  wav  in  a  few  days. 

Be^cting  the  Money  I  Bee*  from  y'  Ezefency  to  hier  Snbsti- 
totes;  &0.,  it  wass  Divided  Eaqullv  amongst  the  Lieu^  I  have  for 
Sometime  been  Calling  on  them  for  it,  and  as  yet  hath  not  Bee* 
any  bat  from  two^  but  Expect  in  a  Yerrey  Short  time  to  Discharge 
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tiai  ram  la  Cmitioil,  £  pay  into  Che  treeslierer  the  Money  Colec^ 
sfter,  as  Cist  $s  Possable  it  Can  be  Golected — the  4  Classes  Coming 
Altogether  hath  Given  ns  mnch  Difficnlty,  8c  the  People  is  Yerrey 
Knstey.  Hotrerer,  we  are  Doing  Brery  thing  in  our  rower  not  tot 
Pistress  the  poor  too  mneh,  whidi  we  have  Grate  nmnbers  of^  bat 
hope  to  be  able  to  Give  a  midling  Good  ac*  in  a  short  time. 
'-  A  Deputy  Comasory  &  Quartermaster,  or  to  Purohes  &  Deliirer 
<mt  fbrage,  hath  been  apoiented  in  this  town  this  fall,  and  there  be^ 
iUg  no  ofiser  in  this  Place  but  myself,  the  Comeserey  woent  Delirer 
out  without  my  orders — there  bebg  a  Grate  Recourse  this  way,  and 
a  Number  of  Soldiers  pass  &  Bepasi^ng  allmost  Everey  bower,  thafr 
I  am  CaOed  on  ten  to  twenty  times  p'  Day  and  my  one  Busness  suf- 
ling.  t  Cant  Stand  and  See  the  Solderey  wanting — ^I  have  to  Eza* 
min  thire  Papers  &  write  them  orders,  so  that  Between  that  and  the 
Ifilitia,  my  whole  time  is  Consumed  to  the  Pregidice  of  my  family 
ft  am  not  able  to  suport  it,  and  without  a  Bemedey  will  in  my  one 
defence  be  oblideed  turn  the  Comission  I  now  have  from  y  Exelen^ 

2\  I  am  and  allways  have  been  willing  &  desireous  to  do  Everey 
ing  in  my  Power  for  the  Good  of  the  Country,  but  supose  no  per-^ 
son  IS  to  Spend  his  time  for  nothing,  the  many  applecations  from  the 
j^ilitia  and  the  other  Distroys  my  whole  time  nearly,  before  I  have^ 
b^en  Called  upon  by  the  Soldery.  I  never  tho*  of  Charceing  for 
the  Loss  bowers  in  the  Milit  busness,  but  now  Nearly  my  whole  time* 
is  taken  up. 

I  have  tho  Hon'  to  be, 

Y'  Exelenoys 

Most  ob*  Hum.  Scrvent, 

B.  M'CALBSTEJi, 
Directed^ 

To  His  Exel.  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'",  Presedent  of  the  Exe* 
Oo«tMal  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Jomr  BoNDFiELD  TO  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Bordeaux,  10th  January,  1778. 
Philadelphia, 

The  Horw  Tho*  Wharton,  Esq'. 
Dear  Sir,  .       • 

*  Being  up  to  the  10th  January,  you  naturally  would  expect  deci- 
sive Steps  taken  by  Great  Britain ;  by  all  accounts  we  receive,  they 
appear  very  anxious  for  the  Pate  of  their  army  under  Gen*  ^owe. 
Q*  Haldiman,  who  was  on  leave  of  absence  in  Switzerland,  is  called 
home»  and  its  reported  is  to  take  the  Command  of  the  Northern 
Army.    Lord  Amherst  &  G^  Murray  is  also  named  amonghst  the' 
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G0ii>*  to  be  jemployM  the  enroeing  CAmpaiffn.  W^  flatter  onraeWee 
that  -Gen'I  Howe^s  army  will  not  be  able  to  reaiat  thia  Winter 
(^mpaign.  Europe  are  nnanimona  that  Britain  ia  not  able  to  Send 
a  Seecmd  army.  We  wiah  to  bear  of  yomr  being  onoe  more  reatored 
to  yonr  happy  dwellings.  We  are  informed  from  Paria,  tibat  yont 
Gommissionera  of  Gongresa  have  concladed  a  treaty  with  thia 
Kingdom^  Spain  &  Portugal;  if  real^  we  may  expect  protection  to 
your  Ships,  which  will  be  the  effectual  means  to  throw  rato  America 
the  various  Goods  necessary  for  your  subsistence,  tmd  thereby  re- 
duce the  price.  With  my  Sincere  wishes  for  your  health  &  weliflure^ 
I  £eniain^ 

Pear  Sir, 

Tour  very  hhb.  Serv*. 

JOHN  BONDFIEUX  , 
Dirededf 

To  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton^  Jun'.  Esq',  Preaident  of  Gamir 
cil  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  in  Pennsylvania. 


Timothy  Pickering  to  PaagiDBNT  Wharton,  1778. 

CamftJan'y  10,1778. 

'  Sir, 

Seventy  five  bundles  of  printed  Journala  of  Congress  were  a  ftw 
lays  since  lodged  at  my  quarters,  and  I  am  directed  by  his  Bx^el- 
leney  General  Washington^  to  send  the  Same  forward  to  York-^Town* 
I  could  light  t>n  no  waggcms  bound  immediately  thither^  and  hav(0^ 
therefore  delivered  them  to  the  care  of  Gkorge  Btober,  Waggott 
Master,  who  was  going  with  three  covered  waggons  direetly  to  Lan* 
easter.  Not  knowing  any  gentleman  there  to  whose  care  I  eeuM 
direct  them,  I  have  taken  the  freedom  to  order  Mr:  Stober  to  apply 
to  you,  and  I  beg  you  will  be  So  kind  as  to  direct  him  to*  some  auit^ 
able  person  to  whose  charge  they  may  be  committed,  till  they  eaii 
be  forwarded  to  Tork^Town.  The  importance  &  value  of  these  pa* 
pers,  I  hope,  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  my  addressing  them  to 
you,  as  I  am  ienorant  of  every  other  public  character  in  the  place.    < 

I  have  also  delivered  to  Mr.  Stober  a  pine  bos,  marked  under  the 
key  hole  with  my  name.  This^  I  beg,  may  be  taken  charge  of  with 
the  papers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  most^bed*  Serv'. 

TIM.  PIOKEBINQ,  Adj*  Gen'i 
Directed^ 

To  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  WharUm;  Esq'.j  President  of  the  Coufoil 
of  Pennsylvania^  at  Lancaster. 
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T.  MATLixJK  TO  Board  op  Wab,  1778, 

Laiioaster.  litk  Janoarj.  1778. 

CoL  Cartiii  Qnil)b,  of  liobanoiii  snb-lieQienant  of  L.  Gountji  hag 
jFor  some  tioifi  past,  taken  care  to  provide  Guards  of  Militia  for  &» 
safetj  of  the  WarUke  stores  which  are  lodged  there^  &  also  for  the 
due  restraint  of  the  Hessian  prisoners,  who  were  not  removed.  He 
represents  to  Coancil  the  difficulty  of  drawing  out  sufficient  numberii 
ft  the  needless  ezpence  of  pay  &  rations;  when  the  duty  might  be 
with  greater  confidence,  assigned  to  a  party  of  the  Continental  £rooi)s, 
now  quartered  here.  At  his  request,  &  as  Council  join  with  him  in 
sentiment,  I  am  directed  to  lay  this  matter,  thro'  you,  before  the 
board  of  War. 

The  Colonel  also  sugsests,  that  it  is  worthy  oonskkratioDy 
irbether  the  prisoners  ought  to  be  kept  at  a  place  where  stores  of  such 
value  and  consequence  are  lodged 

lam, 

Kr, 
T.M. 


WiLLUM  Crupc?  to  Pbbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

.  Colonel  Nieola  has  apjplyed  to  me  for  his  Rations  ai  Town  Migov 
for  the  City  of  Phils  I  settled  with  him  UntiU  some  time  in  S^. 
I  apprehend  thai  after  the  City  was  XiJcen,  he  had  no  Right  to 
Rations  as  Town  Majoi^-your  ^ireetioos  wiU  Qovem  me»  Uke* 
wise  Colonel  Helchior  has  apply'd  to  me  for  one  years  RatioQS  as 
Barrack  Master  Qeneral,  at  5  Rations  ^  Day.  I  recommend  him 
to  you,  as  I  Never  had  an  order  to  supply  nim  with  Rations.  I 
should  be  glad  if  there  was  a  fixed  Price  foir  such  Rations,  as  'm 
this  exhausted  Country  there  is  hard\y  any  sudh  thing  as  Procuring 
Beef.  The  Officers  of  the  fleet  is  settling  their  aoconnts  with  me 
%p  to  the  1st  of  the  year ;  some  I  have  got  to  take  Money,  I  theie- 
fore  hope,  by  Mr.  Bradford,  I  shall  have  a  further  supply  of  that 
Necessary  article.  I  have  paid  some  of  the  Officers  3«.  9d.  a  Ra-' 
tions  of  all  species,  which,  as  things  is  Now,  I  Believe  is  Low,  & 
what  the  Continental  officers  are  allowed. 

I  am  with  Rei^peoty 

yours  to  serve, 

WM.  CRISPIN. 

IVenton,  Jan^  14«*,  1778. 
Dtreetedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster.  .        *  -^ 
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JOSBPH  KiBKBKIDB  TO  PRESIDBKT  WhAMOIT,  1Y78. 

Bdlevue,  14»  Jwa^,  1778. 
Sir, 

Toor  EzoelleiKj's  Letter  of  the  9^  IiiB**oaiiie  to  hand  jesttrday, 
and  the  Order  thereio  oontain'd;  respect'g  the  BaiBing  a  Troop  of  I^ 
Horse  in  thU  County,  your  KzcelleDey  may  be  annr'd  shall  h^ 
exeouf  d  with  all  possible  punotuality  and  dispatch. 

Sat  I  am  sorry  to  find  bo  more  Sneouragement  given  to  that 
servis,  as  not  to  allow  something  for  the  Use  of  the  HorseSy  wluah 
I  think  is  something  Yery  Considerable,  as  they  must,  from  the 
Nature  of  the  servis,  ne  muoh  redue'd  in  Value  ilk  the  Oonm  of  two 
months. 

Sbou'd  it  be  consUtont  with  your  Excellency's  Judgment^  shou'd 
be  ftlad  some  compensation  ^lito  be  made  in  the  above  case. 

i  wou'd  farther  beg  leave  to  maition  to  your  Exoellenoy,  that 
Our  Lato  Troop  of  L'  Horse  hath  not*  yet  been  p',  nor  can  the 
sign'g  a  pay  roll  be  procured  fron^  the  Qen'l|  tho'  I  beleve  it  is 
allow'd  they  have  done  their  duty. 

I  am  now  aa  Busey  as  possible  Collect'g  Sub*  money,  Ac.,  and 
hope  ere  loug,  to  render  a  handsome  sum. 

Mv  best  wishes  attends  your  Excellency  &  the  Honb*  Council, 
and  have  the  hon'r  to  be, 

your  Excel)"  most  obt* 
'^  &  hum*  serv*, 

JO.  KIRKBRroE. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomaa  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  Stato 
Pennsylvania. 

$.  M.  Tagart 


Samuel  HtmrxR  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778^ 

Fort  Augusta,  14th  January,  1778. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  the  5**  Ins*  I  received  yesterday,  ordering  out  the  fifth 
class  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  which  I  shall  pay  due  regard 
to  sll  the  orders  I  receive  from  Council,  but  beg  leave  to  acquaint 
you  what  confusion  these  Frontiers  is  in  at  present,  in  regard  of 
the  Indians  Commiting  Hostilitys ;  there  has  been  two  men  kilFd 
ft  scalped  by  them  leatly,  near  the  Great  Island.  One  the  28d  of 
last  monthy  near  the  Ofionth  of  Pine  Creek,  which  oceasionod  the 


IW  PjnW SlLTANliL'  ASBOHIVEB  17781 ' 

Inhabiianta  to  Assemble  in  two  or  tbree  different  places  in  that 
Qoarter^  f(»r  their  own  preseryaiion.  Lieu't  CoFl  Antia  oavcdown 
to  me  to  Consult  wbat  was  best  to  be  done,  as  there  was  seyenl 
IndiaoB  seen^vpon  which  I  ordered  oat  three  Classes  of  QoVl  Long's 
Battalion,  that  live§  on  the  West  Branch,  to  Embody  themselves 
Imediatelj  vnder  his  own  Command,  as  he  is  an  Excellent  Oood, 
Woods  maii|  and  use  all  means  to  come  np  with  them  savages,  but 
for. all  tiie  seonts  he  kept  out,  there  was  another  of  the  Inhabitants 
fciird  and  soalped  the  first  of  this  month,  abont  two  miles  above  the 
Great  Island,  and  Eleven  Indians  seen,  bat  oar  People  parsaed 
Aem  (as  there  had  fell  a  snow  which  enabled  oar  men  to  track),  and 
lulled  two  of  the  Indians^  the  others  fled,  and  was  parsaed  a  great 
ways,  but  oar  men  eonld  not  come  ap  with  them,  and  they  tamed 
back  to  tiieir  &milys,  which  is  saffering  at  this  inclement  season  of 
the  year,  as  they  are  afraid  to  live  in  their  own  Hoases. 

The  Oenerality  of  the  Inhabitants  ddcs  not  think  it  pradent  to 
let  any  oat  of  the  Coanty  at  this  present  call  for  the  Militia,  when 
the  .Frontiers  Is  like  to  suffer  by  a  cruel  savage  enemy;  suppose  I 
kave  Given  them  Orders  to  be  m  Readiness  to  march  the  2(^  Ins' 
tf  Head  Qaartors,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  would  be  desirioaa  to  hsTO 
an  answer  from  Council. 
■  1 8(n  S',  your  Excclencys  most 

obed*  Humb*  Scrv*, 

SAMUEL  HUNTER. 
Directedf 

To  His  Ezcelency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junr.,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council,  Lancaster.    '^  Ensign,  Yalintin  Gaigher. 


Prbsident  of  CoNaREss  TO  Pebsident  Wharton,  1778, 

York  Town,  14"' January,  1778.  • 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  the  Ist  Inst., 
siDce  whjeb  I  have  received  none  of  your  favors. 

I  now  inclose,  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  very  solemn  & 
important  Act  of  Congress  of  the  8th  Inst.,  for  suspending  the 
embarkation  of  Lieut*  General  Burgoyne  &  his  Troops  until  the 
Convention  of  Saratoga  shall  be  distinctly  and  explicitly  Ratified  by 
tjie  Court  of  Great  Britain  &  properly  Notified  to  Congress* — a  mea- 
mire  which  Congresf?  after  long  &  dispassionate  consideration  judged 
to  be  equally  justifiable  &  necessary,  &  are  therefore  confident  their 
Itesolutions  will  be  confirmed  by  the  approbation  of  all  their  eon- 
atitucnts  in  these  United  States,  who  are  most  nearly  concerned;  & 

*  See  Biq;>ort  and  resolves  on  that  sotject,  page  162» 


seknowledged  by  eierj  diainteraBted  Court  in  Bwrope. 
I  haf«  the  hoDour  to  be, 

with  great  Begard^  Sir, 

your  Ezoelleso/s 

most  humble  Berrant, 
HfiNBY  LAU&ENS, 
Prandent  of  Congress. 

DtreeUd, 

His  Ezocllency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esquire,  President,  Pennsyl- 
yaoia. 


BbSOLUTIOKS  OV  0OKaRB88,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Jan^  15%  1778. 
Resolved,  •  * 

That  one  or  more  proper  persons  be  Immediately  employed  by 
the  board  of  war  on  the  best  terms  in  their  power,  to  porohase  thirty 
thooeand  barrels  of  floar  or  wheat  equivalent,  and  have  it  ground 
into  flour,  and  to  deposit  12,000  barrels,  part  thereof,  at  or  near 
Lancaster ;  8000  barrels  at  or  near  Beading,  6000  barrels  at  or  near 
Bethlehem,  2000  barrels  at  Downing's  town,  and  2000  barrels 
aiPolBgrove. 

That  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  employed  to  execute  this 
Bosiness  have  fall  power  and  authority  to  employ  all  mills,  millers 
and  coopers  necessary,  on  the  best  terms  they  can,  to  oomplcat  the 
said  quantity  of  flour  with  all  possible  expedition. 

That  the  oommissiondr  or  commissioners  be  impowered  to  hire  or 
impress  Waggons  sufficient  to  make;  the  necessary  transportation  of 
the  flour  to  the  places  where  it  is  to  be  deposited,  and  pay  the  hire 
of  the  said  Wagons  at  the  same  rate  paid  by  the  Quarter  mastct 
general. 

That  the  board  of  War  be  impowerd  to  limit  the  prices  to  be 
given  for  the  said  wheat  and  flour,  and  to  give  such  orders  and 
directions  to  the  commissioners  as  they  shall  think  proper  or  neces>> 
sary  from  time  to  time.  Provided  that  no  limitation,  to  be  made  by 
the  Board  of  War  with  respect  to  price,  shall  contravene  any  acts  of 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr  any  of  the  regulations  that  may 
be  made  hereafter  by  the  Convention  of  Committees,  which  is  to 
meet  at  New  haven  in  Connecticut  on  this  fifteenth  day  of  January. 

8* 


ITBT  nUMllXkHttk  AfiOfitftt  iVt^ 

'  llMl'tbese  Kaguhiefl^  being  mfobliilied  willietit  the  ittUvferefloe 
of  the  OommiBiiry  Qenenl  er  hie  Offieen,  Bhall;  tkrheii  Ne^eMuryi 
be  ordered  under  the  Direction  of  the  ittming  oonmieBuj  general  bj 
the  board  of  War. 

That  general  Waahington  be  directed  to  support  the  oommiaaonerB 
in  the  ezeention  of  their  Duty  with  MBitaiy  force  if  necessary. 

That  the  6oard  of  War  be  Inpowered  to  direct  the  aaid  commifl- 
sionera  to  purchase  any  fiat  cattlC;  salted  meat  with  in  their  tours 
through  the  country,  on  the  best  terms  in  their  power^  and  ddifer 
the  same  to  the  Commissary  General  of  issues  or  his  Deputies,  taking 
accountable  receipts  for  what  they  so  delivered. 

That  the  Board  of  War  enquire  of  his  Excellency  Thomas  Wha^ 
ton,  Esq^r,  president  of  the  Council  of  the  State  of  PennsyWania, 
what  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  legislature  of  that  State  for 
layinff  up  magaaines  for  the  army;  and  if  it  should  appear  to  the 
Board,  after  such  enquiry,  that  meaaares  for  that  purpose  have  beeo 
taken  adequate  to  the  present  critical  situation  of  the  army  with 
respect  to  supplies,  they  be  anthoriaed  and  directed  to  suspend  the 
execution  of  the  whole  or  anoh  parts  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  u 
they  shall  deem  most  conduciye  to  the  general  weal. 

Besolved, 

That  the  Board  ci  War  be  authorized  to  direct  Coll.  Flower  ta 
make  a  Contract  with  Mr.  Whitehead  Humphreys  on  the  terms  of 
the  former  agreement  or  such  other  as  CoU.  Flower  ahall  deem 
•(luitable,  for  making  a  quantity  of  Steel  for  the  supply  of  the  Coa« 
iinental  artificers  and  works  with  that  necessary  artkle;  and  aa  the 
Iron  made  at  the  Andover  works  only  will  with  Certainty  aaswar 
the  purpose  of  making  Steel,  Coll.  Flower  be  directed  to  apply  ta 
the  Government  of  Vhw  Jersey  to  put  a  proper  person  in  possaanoa 
of  these  works  (the  sama  belonging  to  persons  who  adbcie  to  thf 
enemies  of  these  States)  upon  such  terms  as  the  Govemmeot  of  the 
(State  of  New  Jersey  shall  think  proper :  and  that  Coll.  Flower  eoa* 
tract  with  UtiB  aaid  person  for  sucli  quantity  of  iron  as  he  shall 
think  the  service  requires. 

Besolved, 

That  a  Letter  be  written  by  the  Board  of  War  to  the  Governor  & 
council  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  setting  forth  the  peculiarity  ol 
the  demand  for  these  works,  being  the  only  proper  means  of  pro- 
caring  iron  fo^  steel,  an  article  without  which  the  service  most 
Irreparably  suffer;  and  that  the  said  Governor  and  council  be 
desired  to  take  such  means  aa  they  shall  think  most  proper  for 
patting  the  said  works  in  blast  and  obtaining  a  supply  of  iron 
without  delay. 

Extract  from  the  minute 

CHAS.  T&OMSOR,  Sec'y. 


jmsmsTJOOA  uscbtob  vim        nv 

dBcnAsu-^OwsarL  to  CottM'&s  so  ooludv  GumoBQ^ 

1778. 

Lanoasteri  January  15%  1778.  . 
Sir, 

Coundl  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  aometluDg  of  the  nature  of 
the  wants  of  Gentlemen  of  the  armyi  by  seeing  the  eatalogaes  exhibi- 
ted by  some  few  ofBcers.  With  eoncem  they  obsenre,  tkat  articles 
of  meer  saperflaity^  &  in  the^present  distress,  quite  beyond  the  finanoes 
of  any  prudent  man,  are  expected  to  be  furuisbed  under  extraordinary 
powers^  which  nothing  but  the  naked  condition  of  soldiers  in  this 
inclement  season  could  warrant;  powers  w'^  if  continued,  would 
overbear  Commerce  &  Manufacture,  &  preyent  future  suppliesw  Kne 
beaver  Hats,  Gold  Laced  Hats,  Silken  Stockiugs,  fiue  Gambrick^  and 
other  expensive  articles  of  Dress,  can  not  be  supposed  to  be  goods . 
within  the  meaning  of  Congress,  in  recommendiog,  nor  within  the 
intention  of  the  Le^Iature  in  providing  for  the  distresses  of  a  suf-'. 
fering  army.  Scarlet  Cloth  too  is  thought  improner  to  be  worn  on 
doty,  in  the  case  of  a  war,  wherein  the  enemy  ffreatiy  use  that  colour,  i 

I  am  therefore  directed  by  Council,  to  guara  you  against  any  mis« 
«)n8traction  of  the  powers  given  to  you,  by  the  late  act  of  A.,  intituled 
an  Act,  &o,,  so  as  to  provide  for  demands  of  this  nature.  Far  from 
Countenancing  any  thing  like  these,  it  is  their  wish  to  promote  fru- 
gality, as  in  other  prudent  States.  It  is  certain  that  neither  the  pa^ 
<jf  these  Gentlemen,  nor  the  funds  of  the  Commonwealth  will  admit 
of  more  than  what  decency  &  warmth  require.  So  far,  but  no  farther' 
jou  are  to  extend  your  proviaion. 

As  Council  are  asking  the  advice  of  the  General,  about  the  manner 
6t  distributing  Clothes  in  tbeir  hands  to  the  privates  in.our  Battalions, 
thev  also  h%ye  mentioned  to  him  what  the  Commie"  are  impowered 
to  do^  and  that  the  reasonable  wants  of  the  officers  may  be  stated  in 
order  to  a  proper  distribution.  It  is  expected,  in  the  meantime, 
that  Col.  Johnston,  who  is  to  deliver  out  the  goods  by  our  order  or 
that  of  Assembly,  will  appear,  or  let  another  be  named^  that  no  need- 
less delays  be  given. 

Jndanedf 

To  the  Commisfiioners  app*  by  the  General  Assembly  to  collect 
dle«(h»g. 


MOT  WBKSOLTAmA  HOKITB  1778: 


,    PuBiDnT  Whabton  to  Qm.  WAiHSfraiOR,  1778. 

Id  Connelly 

Lancastcri  Jannuy  15^^  1778. 
Sir, 

.  The  enofosed  recommendation  of  tbe  hon'ble  honse  of  General 
Assembly  of  this  State,  founded  on  a  recommendation  of  Congress, 
has  been  repeatedly  under  consideration.  As  we  are  pecsnaded  that 
however  it  may  be  in  other  states,  we  cannot  reasonably  expect  in 
this  state  where  property  is  in  general  very  equally  divided,  that 
farmers  will  exert  themselves  to  enlist  their  neighbours'  children  in 
the  service,  or  even  the  labourers  which  they  feel  themselves  in  great 
want  of,  and  Council  can  devise  no  means  by  which  we  ca^  hope  so 
effectually  and  expeditiously  to  raise  our  quota  of  troops,  as  by  the 
officers  01  the  battalions ;  If  this  measure  shall  meet  your  Excellency's 
approbation,  we  request  that  you  will  please  to  select  two  out  of  each 
for  this  purpose  and  give  them  orders  to  repur  to  the  several  counties 
MB  soon  as  may  be  on  this  important  service. 

A  sum  of  money  will  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Lien- 
tenants,  or  other  suitable  persons,  to  pay  the  bounty  of  one  hundred 
dollars  ordered  by  the  Assembly,  over  and  beside  the  bounty  given 
by  Congress,  to  each  able  bodied  recruit  who  shall  enter  any  of  the 
battalions  belonging  to  the  quota  of  this  State,  for  three  years,  or 
during  the  war:  The  words  of  the  recommendation  are  of  the  "  twelve 
battalions,*'  but  we  understand  it  to  have  been  intended  to  all  the 
battalions. 

Council  had  some  time  since,  set  on  foot  a  collection  of  coarse 
woolens,  blankets,  shoes  &o.,  to  be  sent  into  the  common  fund  in  the 
hands  of  the  Clothier  General.  Very  lately  Congress,  departing 
f^om  the  former  system,  resolved  that  each  state  do  endeavour  to 
supply  the  present  necessities  of  its  troops.  Agreeable  to  this, 
Council  immediately  proceeded  to  bring  a  large  quantity  of  woollens, 
which  was  concealed,  or  neglected  in  Bucks  County'*'  to  the  supply  of 
the  distressed  Soldiers;  The  Taylors  have  made  considerable  progress 
in  making  them  up.  They  calculate  that  they  will  produce  near  one 
thousand  coats  and' waistcoats  for  privates,  and  a  few  breeches,  these 
goods  seem  not  so  fit  for  officers,  except  some  surtouts  wotdd  be 
thought  aooeptable.  Your  Excellency's  direction  oonoomiitg  the 
dbtribution  will  be  usefull,  as  the  Council  are  fully  satisfied  thatyoa. 
wish  the  most  pressing  necessity  to  be  first  releived. 

The  Assembly,  in  the  exigence  of  our  army  at  thb  inclement  season 
have  gone  into  the  most  visorous  mode  of  relief,  a  mode  that  cannot 
be  oontinaed,  nor.  renewed,  consistent  with  trade  or  manufactare; 
They  have  invested  two  commissioners  in  each  County,  with  power 
to  seise  and  take  all  necessaries  suitable  to  the  purpose,  in  whatever 
hands  they  may  be  found;  and  they  have  appointed  Colonel  Francis 
*  See  pages  92, 107, 146, 187. 


HBfNflKLTjanuk  MBOOvm  rm..        va: 

Johnsion  to  receive  and  distribnte  the  doathbg  as  ordered  bj  CSonneiL 
Bj  this  means  it  may  be  expected  ibat  great  additioDB  may  be  made 
to  the  oloathifig  already  made  up,  and  making. 

The  officers  wbose  waBt%  it  is  belioTed,  are  yery  pessing  will  be 
in  some  measure  relieved;  bat  it  cannot  be  expected  that  powers  of 
this  •ztraoEdinary  nature  can  be  exerted  to  procure  any  other  goods 
than  warmth  and  decency  require.  Lieutenant  Peterson^  of  the> 
eighth  Pennsylvania  battalion^  applied  to  Council  for  cloaUiing  fi>r 
himself  and  several  officers.  At  the  foot  hereof  we  transcribe  from. . 
his  application  a  specimen  of  their  wants. 

The  call  upon  the  State  was  thought  to  be  for  covering  for  the. 
naked  part  of  the  army;  and  as  no  idea  that  fine  ruffled  shirts,  laced, 
hats,  or  even  fine  ones  of  beaver^  silken  stockings,  or  fine  scarlet 
cloth,  came  under  this  description,  no  provision  for  these  has  been 
made,  nor^can  be  expected.  Xour  Excellency  can  best  j  udge  whether 
any  precaution  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  such  officers  as  intend 
shortly  to  resign  from  obtaining  a  supply  of  the  doathing  expected 
to  be  delivered  out 

Indonedf 

To  his  Bzoeilenoy  General  Washington.'*' 
Sent  by  Mr.  Jas.  Davidson. 


T.  Matlaok  to  Commodobb  Hazblwood,  177& 

Lancaster,  January  16, 1778.     - 
Sir, 

The  situation  of  the  Salt  Works  belonging  to  the  State  has  been 
hud  before  Council,  and  they  find  a  number  of  men  is  wanted  there.. 
upon  consideration  they  request  that  you  will  select  from  among  the 
men  under  your  command  thirty  of  the  most  promising  of  them  and, 
send  them  down  to  the  Works. 

Mr.  James  Davidson  will  call  on  yon  and  confer  with  you  on  the' 
hnsineas  above  mentioned — several  Tradesmen  will  be  wanted,  and^ 
if  they  can  be  had  from  among  your  people^  to  serve  for  the  winter^^ 
it  will  perhaps  be  proper  to  employ  them  in  this  manner — ^Mr.  David« 
son  is  appointed  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  works,  and  authorized  to 
use  his  best  discretion  therein.  Any  assistance  you  can  give  him 
will  be  a  publick  benefit. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Tour  very  humble  Servant 

T.  M.     ' 
IHrectedy 

To  Commodore  Hazelwood. 

*  See  Colon.  Rco.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  401. 


OoimaL  10  Thomas  Sayadge,  1778. 

Dmoaster,  16*  January,  1778, 
Sir, 

Teaterday  Captn.  Salter  delivered  yont  Letter  of  the  5^  I&atant'^ 
'B  ia  not  the  deaien  of  Council  to  aell  the  Salt  worka.  Piatreaaed  as 
tbay  have  been,  &  atill  are,  at  the  unaccountable  delays  that  hava 
happenedi  they  might  well  have  renounced  before  now;  the  under- 
takinff,  thro^  despondence  But  well  apprised  that  useful  attempts 
must  DC  persevered  in,  notwithstanding  mauy  &  sreat  obstacles  inter- 
vene &  resist,  if  the  good  of  Society  be  designed  &  promoted,  they 
resolve  to  push  their  works  vigorously,  if  possible,  into  the  full  execu- 
tion of  their  original  plan :  the  supply  of  Salt  to  the  good  people  of 
this  State. 

Sensible  of  the  many  &  various  hindrances  yOtt  hav6  met  with, 
arising  from  the  peculiar  Circumstances  of  the  times,  &  otberwiaa ; 
&  how  much  your  attentf on  moat  be  evgroaaed  by  the  ereetioDs  i 
machinery,  proper  to  success  in  the  large  plan  you  have  gone  upon, 
Council  have  employed  and  appointed  the  Bearer  hereof,  M'  Jamea 
Davidson,  to  repair  immediately  to  East-Jersey,  &  reside  at  the 
works,  as  their  agent.  He  is  empowered  &  instructed  to  do  eveir- 
thine  that  may  be  eifeotnal  in  attaining  the  so  much  to  be  desired  End ; 
the  roll  operation  of  the  scheme.  For  this  purpose,  he  is  supplied 
with  money;  it  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  for  the  last  time;  as  a 
yield  of  Salt  proportionable  to  three  hundi^  thous*  Bushels  tf  An* 
num,  which  you  hold  out  to  Expectation,  will  soon^upply  effioamoualy, 
every  need.  Assisted  by  W  I>avidson,  whom  we  strongly  recommend 
to  your  Civilities,  as  a  very  active  &  at  the  same  time,  a  very  worthy 
Gentleman,  Council  expect  you  will  be  enabled  to  aurmount  every 
remaining  difficulty,  ft  that  you  ft  he  will  concertedly  and  spiritedly 
proceed  in  the  business. 

The  report  that  Commod'  Hazlewood  was  send«  300  of  his  Boat- 
men to  you,  was  extraordinary  cuough.  But  can  have  no  foundation. 
He  is  now  directed  to  select  80  o>  more  of  the  most  suitable  for 
Ouards,  ft  for  further  service,  ft  lend  them  to  the  works  till  other 
iKspositions  can  be  made.  Among  these,  it  is  likely  some  of  fkb 
Artizana  wanted,  will  be  found. 

Your  own  intereat  so  strongly  urges  to  every  Exertion,  l^hat  Hf 
would  be  vun  for  me  to  aeek  argumenta  to  persuade  you.  I  aee  yo« 
have  proper  Ideaa  of  the  Quantities  of  Salt  whieh  may  be  manu- 
fiietured  The  Market  is  large  ft  may  be  depended  on.  Realise, 
then,  the  well   founded   prospects.      By  serving   youraelfj  yw 

*  See  page  169. 


wtTfe  ile  pnMidc  j  tnd  greai  adyantogto  wtlh  oertdn  Hmmr,  iMBi' 
be  you  nwat4- 

Befening  jou  to  H'  DayidsoDi* 

Sir, 
To  M'  Thomaa  Savadge. 


GlSNESAL  BOBBKDBAU  TO  PbBSIDBNT  WhARTON,  1778.     , 

York  Town,  Janj'  16«*,  17T&.     • 
Sir, 

A  Committee  of  OongresSy  GoP  Reed|  M'  Harvey,  M'  Dana,  and 
Oen>  Fnlaomy  «re  oidarra  to  eonanU  with  you  and  Coancil  on  the 
Bxpedieney  of  an  Expedition  this  winter  against  Philad*;  and  on  year 
enoowM;emeDt  depends  the  nndertaking,  which  is  to  be  determined 
by  the  dommittee  in  conjuction  w^  G.  Washington,  and  three  members 
of  the  new  board  of  war,  Oen^  Oates,  Oen^  Mifflin  and  Col>  Pickering. 
The  ezt)edienoy  ox  inexpediency,  I  believe,  will  chiefly  depend  pn 
0«r  State's  siq!|dying  at  least  our  own  Militia  that  shall  be  calle4, 
ooty  with  provisions  cU  the  Continental  eawnce^  grounded  on  y  offer, 
and  siuelyi  every  nerve  will  be  exerted,  for  if  we  do  not  retake  our,. 
Capital  this  winter,  besides  the  horrid  devastation  the  Epemy  may' 
make  next  Spring,  in  this  State,  when  reinforced,  when  shall  we  be 
able  to  rout  them  out  of  Philadelphia  ?  If  the  voice  of  Providenoe 
may  be  concluded  from  the  offers  of  neighbouring  States,  in  addition 
to  the  Continental  Army  and  our  own  Strength,  surely  we  may  say 
mthout  presumption,  on  this  and  many  other  accounts,  now  is  the 
most  opportune  occasion.  Maryland  has  offered  8(M)0  Militia,  Tir- 
ginia  10  Begiments,  besides  2000  new  Recruits  to  fill  up  her  Bat- 
talion; N*  Carolina  ;  besides  that.  New  Jersey  is  full  of 
ardour,  and  would  fly  to  the  Attack.  J  trust  no  discouragement 
will  be  given  by  our  State.  I  know  that  the  shameful  want  of  pro- 
visions is  to  be  attributed  to  an  erroneous  arrangement  of  the  Com- 
missorial  Department :  but  it  is  no  time  for  recrimination )  cannot 
our  State  ingage  skilful  patriotic  purchasers,  and  in  different  parts  of 
Uisaad  in  tiM  neighbonrmg  States,  with  full  exertion,  gain  theneees- 
iary  supplies  of  meat  as  well  as  Bread  provision.  Baron  Steuben,  %. 
U  Oeneral,  and  experienced  Officer  in  the  King  of  Prussia's  Service,. 
htm  offiued  his  Services  to  Congress,  which  are  accepted,  and  hft 
reared  to  repair  to  Gkn*  Washington's  H«  Quarters^  The  Bosif 
of  the  Committee  w»  the  three  GentL^  of  the  board  of  war  ft 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  406. 
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(hm^  W'f  ate  to  tehm  Hb$  army  byMdnoiog  the  R«gimMifti|  and- 

introdaoiDg  disciplibe.    The  Baron  may  be  very  oaefol  on  the 
occasion. 

•  I  am,  respectiYelyy 
Sir, 

T'  most  ob.  hum*  S^, 
DAN»  ROBERDEAU.* 
P.  S.    The  Council  mil  naturally  correspond  with  Col*  Reed  on 
this  occasion,  who  may  have  considerable  wait  in  the  Council  at 
Head  Quarters. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Comr 
monweaHh  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Council  to  David  RirTBNHOtrsB,  1778. 

Lancaster,  January  16%  1778. 
Sir, 

Council  wish  that  you  abstract  into  an  advertisement  the  late  act 
of  Assembly  for  opening  the  State  Loan  Office,  in  order  to  take  itt^ 
payments  of  the  £150^000  emission  of  bills  of  credit,  and  publish 
the  same  in  the  newspapers  here,  at  York  and  Burlington,  for  some* 
weeks  to  come.  Your  name  added  would  give  it  authority. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  hum*'**  serv*, 

1>  MATLACK,  Sec^. 
DirecUdy 
To  David  Rittenhouse,  Esq',  Treasurer. 


B£SOLUTioif  OF  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  January  16,  1778. 
Resolved, 

That  Congress  highly  applaud  the  rising  spirit  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  regain  the  Capital  of  their  State,  and  drive  out 
our  cruel  invaders.  That  Congress  are  ready  and  willing  with  all 
their  power  to  co-operate  with  (heqi  for  effecting  this  salutary  pur* 
nose.  That  to  this  end  the  Committee  appointed  lo  goto  the  oanapf 
be  directed  to  consult  with  the  President  and  Counoil  of  the  Stat« 

*  See  below^-also,  jee  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  404. 
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<if  BuuHyhimiay  loid  uMi  (Jen^  Wtthington  on  Um  mbjeclfc ;  and  if 
upon  oonsaltafcion  the  measve  ahall  be  deemed  pnwlaeabie^  fiial 
they  be  fnllj  impow^ied  to  call  oa  the  Deighbouring  States  for  avch 
aida  jw  tbc^  ahall  think  secessarj)  and  take  e^ery  meaaure  which 
they  aball  Uiink  proper  for  effecting  the  end  proposed. 
SzUraot  from  the  minutesi 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y  * 
Copy. 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo'y. 


BoABD  OF  War  to  Pbbsidbnt  Whabton,  1778. 

War  Office,  Jan'y  17«*,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honomr  of  eaeloaing  sundry  Reeolvea  of  OoDgress, 
into  which  they  were  obliged  to  enter  from  the  alarming  Situation 
of  our  Army,  not  only  as  to  their  preaant  but  future  Supplies. 
Yon  will  observe  the  l^eoessity  of  your  immediately  communicating 
to  the  Board  the  Measures  taken  by  this  State  as  to  the  Supply  of 
the  Army  &  laying  up  Magazines,  as  their  Proceedings  in  the  Busi-' 
nebs  are  by  the  B^Iutions  of  Congress  connected  with  yours.  As 
ihe  Oeoaaion  is  presnng,  you  will  be  kind  enough  speedily  to  giVD* 
the  Boaid  the  necessary  Information. 
I  haye  the'*Honour  to  be 
with  great  respect, 

your  obed.  Serv* 

JOSEPH  NOURSB,  D.  8. 

The  Enquiries  in  which  the  Board  beg  to  be  satisfied  are  : 

What  is  already  done  as  to  the  Business  7 

What  Proepeets,  on  which  Bependance  can  be  placed,  have  thw 
Council  of  sufficient  Quantities  being  procured  ? 

Where  are  the  Magazines  in  which  the  Council  have  laid  up,  or 
intend  to  lay  up  the  Provisions  P 

The  Quantities  &  Species  of  Provisions  ordered  to  be  purchased  or 
already  bought  t 

The  Means  of  Transportation  from  the  Places  of  Purchase  to  tha 
Ifagasineai  or  from  them  to  the  Army. 

*  Bee  Colon.  Bee.,  YoL  XI.  p.  404. 
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And  Mether  Hie  'Bnms  «i4  to  be  iii{>TMtid,  &  ia  ivfait  i 
or  DependatMse  plioed  iit»oii  Tolmniary  kismg  ? 

What  PersODB  are  employed  in  the  Bameee  T 

Ad  the  Serrice  bo  indiBpensably  requires  the  Board  to  be  kiformel 
of  every  particular,  the  Council  will  please  to  exouBe  the  Minnte- 
neas  of  their  Enquiriea  which  they  have  neoeBsarily  gone  into,  aa 
every  Ezertimi  is  reqniaite  to  enable  us  to  lay  up  ProvisionB  in  a 
reasonable  Time.  The  End  of  March  is  the  latest  Period  whieh 
can  be  allowed  for  the  Completion  of  the  whole. 

Direciedy 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r,  Esq.;  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsilvania^  I^ancaster. 


iKSTRtJOTioirB  OF  OotJtfciL  TO  Jamm  DavedsoiT,  1778. 

In  Cbuncil,  Pennsylvania. 

Lancaster,  January  17%  1778. 
Sir^ 

As  the  Salt  Worin  erected  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  at  the 
expenee  of  this  State,  is  an  affair  of  great  conaequenoe,  not  only  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Common  Wealdi,  but  ike  Publkk  m  geoeial ', 
and  as  those  Works  have  not  produced  any  Bait,  altho^  a  Very  con- 
siderable sum  has  already  been  expended,  Council  is  greatly  dis- 
tressed at  the  disappointment,  and  anxious  to  remedy  the  evil.  It 
is  therefore  their  desire  that  you  immediately  repair  to  said  Worlu, 
and  take  upon  you  the  management  and  direction  of  them  as  folly 
and  amply  as  Council  could  do  were  they  present  themselves.  In 
order  to  carry  them  on  to  the  utmost  extent^  I  herewith  enclose  yoa 
an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  £  ,  and  have  written  a  letter 
to  Commodore  Hazelwood  to  furnish  you  with  Men  and  a  dtforcet 
Oflicer,  as  4  Quard,  as  well  as  to  render  any  other  assistance  in  their 
power. 

Hr.  Thomas  Savadge  is  part  owner  of  th^m,  and  will  no  doubt 
co-operate  with  you  in  such  measures  as  will  tend  most  to  benefit 
this  State.  If  an  Ox  Team  or  other  Team  should  be  wlinted  at  the 
Works,  you  are  empowered  to  purchase  or  Hire  them,  as  you  may 
find  most  eligible.  And  such  other  matter  or  thing  that  you  may 
find  usefnl  you  will  please  to  procure  on  the  best  terms  you  can."^ 

Mr.  James  Davidson. 

*  Bee  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  408. 
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Colonel  Clement  Bibdle  to  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

Hoorhall;  Jan.  18, 1778. 

Sir, 

Thifl  day  I  reoeired  your  favoiur  of  12th  lasi,  relative  to  the 
Cloths  &  Shalloons  belonging  to  Mr.  Joseph  Carson.*  Some  time 
ago  1  received  an  order  from  His  Excellency,  General  WashingtoUi 
to  collect  clothing  or  articles  necessary  to  make  them  for  the  J^mj^ 
Jk  to  give  an  order  for  snch  as  I  collected  on  the  Clothier  GFeneral  or 
to  pay  for  them  at  reasonable  rates.  Some  time  in  December  the 
General  having  received  information  that  Mr.  Oarson  had  a  quantity 
of  leather  Breeches  k  some  Cloth^  I  was  ordered  to  Easton  to  pro- 
core  the  same.  On  my  arrival  there  I  met  Mr.  Carson,  who  deliv- 
ered me  about  1100  pair  Leather  Breeches,  which  he  expressed  ereat 
willingness  to  furnish  the  Army  with,  &  he  inform^  that  besiaes  a 
bale  of  Cloth  which  was  there  k  delivered  me  he  would  supply  Ten 
or  Eleven  Bales  more  of  Cloth  &  Shalloons  which  he  had  oflered  to 
Mease  &  Caldwell  but  they  thought  the  prices  too  hieh  or  the  Cloths 
too  good  for  the  Army.  I  knew  the  want  of  them  %  that  the  Gen- 
erals orders  to  me  were  too  urgent  to  loose  so  valuable  a  prize.  Mr. 
Carson  not  only  informed  me  where  they  were  but  soon  after  gave 
an  order  on  Mr.  Burr,  in  whose  possession  they  were,  in  the  mat 
awamp,  to  deh'ver  them  to  my  order.  I  told  him  he  should  be 
allowed  a  just  price  for  them,  &  he  assured  me  the  Bill  he  delivered 
was  much  less  than  he  would  have  for  them,  but  I  could  not  even 
form  a  comparative  Judgment  of  the  prices,  as  I  neither  saw  the 
Cloths^  except  one  bale,  unopened,  &  was  unacquainted  with  the 
prices  current.  I  can  only  say  that  Mr.  Carson  was  very  willing 
to  part  with  them  to  the  Army  &  informed  where  they  were  when 
they  conld  not  be  otherwise  found,  that  he  insisted  on  the  prices 
charged  in  his  Bill  as  reasonable.  I  was  bound  to  take  them  with- 
out fixioe  the  price.  His  readiness  to  deliver  them  I  -conceive 
entitles  him  to  the  full  value  such  Cloths  sold  for  at  that  time. 

The  removal  of  the  sick  prevented  me  taking  the  Cloths  from  the 
swamp  til  I  sent  an  express  to  Col.  Hooper  to  send  a  number  of 
waggons  to  remove  them  to  Lancaster,  when  I  received  for  answer 
that  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  had  seized  them  for  this  State« 
which  I  conceived  to  be  the  most  proper  application  that  could  be 
made  of  them,  &  of  course  did  no  more  on  the. occasion. 

You  will  please  to  communicate  this  to  Council. 
From,  Sir, 

Your  mo.  obed*  Serv*, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE,  0.  G.  B. 

I  lately  received  a  letter  from  Oapt  Biddle,  of  the  Bandolph 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  897,  also  ante,  p.  180. 
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Frigate^  in  wbich  be  infonns  me  your  son  was  well  &  mucli  respected 

for  his  goed'bebaviour. 

Directed^ 

On  pnblick  Service. 
,  -To  Timothy  Matkckj  Epquirsj  Secretary  of  tho  Stats  of  Pqob^I- 
YaniAi  Lancaster. 


BoABD  OP  Wak  to  Pbesident  Whabtok,  1778, 

War  Office,  y  19th  January,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  request  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  obt&in 
the  Draft,  I  did  myself  the  honor  some  time  sinoe  to  euclose  jov, 
drawn  by  Owen  Jones,  jun',*  one  of  the  Quaker  Prisonere  at  Win- 
chester, on  Mr.  Matthias  Slough,  in  favour  of  Jacob  Sittler. 

Mr.  Sittler  has  employed  an  Inhabitant  of  this  Town,  Een^ 
Walter,  to  go  to  Lancaster,  receive  the  Draft,  &  obtain  the  money. 
Your  assistance  in  procuring  Uie  Draft  &  delivering  the  same  to  H. 

W ,  agreeable  to  Sittler's  Directions,  will  much  oblige. 

Sir, 

Tour  very  ob*. 

Humble  Serv*, 

JOSEPH  NOUESB,  V.  & 
1778,Jan'»2L 

Rec'd  of  Timothy  Matkck,  Esq',  Owen  Jones's  (One  of  y*  pri*»J'* 
in  Virginia)  draft  on  Matthias  Slough,  in  favour  of  Jacob  Sittler,  wt 
532  continental  dollars,  dated  Winchester,  2d  Dec',  1777,  which  draft 
was  sent  to  Council  by  the  Honble  Board  of  War. 

HBNEY  WALTER. 
Directed^ 

On  public  service. 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'r,  Pres*,  Pcnnsylvan* 

*  See  page  56. 
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GXHKRAL  WASHIKaXON  TO  ^RESIDENT  WhABTON^  1778. 

.   H9td  Qiwten,  Y^tej  VorgBi,  |9(b  Jtn'y,  1778. 
Sir,. 

I  havo  ihe  pleasure  of  obserring,  by  a  pablication  in  DanlapV 
paper,  that  before  the  adjotumment  of  the  Assembly  of  this  Statej 
they  had,  among  other  wholesome  laws,  enacted  one  <'  for  filling  tha 
quota  of  Troops  to  be  raised  in  this  State/' 

As  you  may,  perhaps,  be  ignorant  of  the  rednced  oonditibn  of 
your  Eegiments,  I  have  thought  proper  to  inclose  you  a  Return,  by 
which  you  will  see  how  very  deficient  they  are  at  present,  as  to  the 
number  required  by  the  allottment.  You  will  also  perceive  by  ar 
note  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Return,  how  destitute  the  men  in  the  field 
are  in  point  of  Cloathing. 

I  had  sent  put  officers  from  every  Regiment  to  procure  Cloathing 
ibr  their  men,  and  they  were  collecting  considerable  quantities  when 
Col.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Young,  a  deputation  from  the  assembly,  waited 
upon  me,  and  desired  me  to  call  in  the  officers,  informing  me  that 
they  had  appointed  Commissioners  in  every  County  to  purohase 
necessaries  for  the  Army,  which  would  be  a  mode  more  agreeable 
to  the  inhabitants,  than  if  done  in  the  military  way.  What  theser 
Commissioners  have  done  I  do  not  know,  but  no  Cloathing  has  yet 
come  to  the  Army  thro'  their  hands.  Oenl.  Wayne  informed  mo 
tbat  he  understood  it  was  collected  and  stored  at  Lancaster^  and  he 
went  up  about  ten  days  ago  to  enquire  into  the  matter. 

It  being  recommended  to  every  state  to  procure  what  cloathing* 
they  can  for  their  own  troops,  I  trust  yours  will  not  be  backward. 
From  the  quantity  of  raw  materials  and  the  number  of  workmen 
among  your  people,  who  being  principally  against  arms,  remain  at' 
home,  and  manufacture,  I  sbou!d  suppose  you  had  it  more  in  your 
power  to  cover  your  Troops  well  than  any  other  State. 

The  Continent  will  continue  to  import  and  to  purchase  on  the 
^neral  account  what  they  can.  I  am  therefore  in  hopes  that  the 
exertions  of  the  States,  aided  by  foreign  importations,  will  contri- 
bute to  cloath  our  Troops  more  comfortably  and  plentifally  than  they 
have  heretofore  been.  But  as  there  are  so  many  impediments  in 
the  way  of  the  latter  kind  of  supply  I  could  wish  that  no  great 
dependence  may  be  put  upon  it,  but  that  we  may  rely  principally 
upon  our  internal  manufacture. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  be  fav*  with  a  Copy  of  the  law  for  raising  your 
quota  of  Men,  and  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Respect, 
Sir, 

Your  most  ob*  Serv*, 

Q\  WASHINGTON. 

Directed.— 0x1  public  Service.  To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Whar- 
fcm.  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 

Favour'd  by  Genl.  Potter. 

*  Bee  answer,  Jan.  22,  p.  200, 
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Cot.  B0U.  TO  V.  P.  Bktan,  1778. 

I  arrived  at  Hammelstown  tbe  night  I  left  LaQcaster,  where  I 
foand  mj  People,  I  yeaterdaj  waited  upon  Col.  McCane  and  iDteod 
PukiDg  with  him  tUs  Daj.  The  Bivcr  is  full  of  Ice  and  Likely  to 
GoDtinue.  My  being  inactive  has  Given  me  a  Reflection  upon  my 
fate  in  the  Last  Long  Campain  and  shall  Take  the  Liberty  of 
Troubling  you  with  a  Line  upon  some  of  the  Clrcumstanoes'  it  is 
well  known  to  many  that  about  this  time  Twelve  months  the  Council 
of  Safety  order'd  a  great  quantity  of  Cannon  Ball  from  Phila.  to  my 
houae  thioJcing  it  a  place  of  greater  security  than  the  City,  it  is  Sasy 
to  Conceive  that  the  sight  of  these  and  a  quantity  of  intrenching 
tools  which  Lay  in  a  Small  Building  adjacent  together  with  my 
being  in  the  Service,  were  the  greatest  Inducements  to  the  Enemies 
Becking  their  Yencence  upon  the  Chief  Part  of  my  P^perty,  and 
by  Beason  of  my  Public  Engagements,  it  was  not  in  my  powar  to 
pay  the  Necessary  attention  to  the  Small  Bemainderi  otherways  then 
sending  Mrs.  BuU  and  family  (for  the  Present)  to  a  Distant  Land 
imtil  times  will  admit  of  their  return,  the  whole  of  these  mj  mis- 
fortunes Did  not  affect  me  so  much  as  after  my  having  Served  this 
State  through  the  Fatiegues  of  a  Tedious  Campain  I  should  be 
Dismia'd  the  Service  Before  I  Beach  half  way  to  my  Distress'd 
fkmily  I  Say  not  a  word  for  the  advantages  arising  from  y  servios 
for  every  man  Knows  that  he  who  is  Deepest  Engaged  is  a  Looaer, 
I  can  aver  that  all  my  Pay  will  not  support  my  Sel^  exclusive  my 
&mily,  but  that  is  by  no  mean  the  Cause  of  this  Line,  it  is  my  going 
for  the  Present  to  a  Strange  Neighbourhood,  and  having  been  Con- 
staotly  Employed  in  Publick  service  am  now  Dismised."^  If  I  have 
Neglected  it  or  have  not  faithfuly  Performed  the  several  Trusts  &c, 
then  I  am  Justly  treated,  but  if  I  have,  I  leave  others  to  judge. 
My  Consolation  is  that  while  Heaven  suports  my  spirits  no  man  can 
Deprive  me  of  being  my  Countrys  friend.  Tou  will  Excuse  the 
freedom  and  hurry,  as  Mr.  Dehaven  has  one  foot  in  y*  sterip  and 
Col.  McCane  Expects  me. 

Sir  your  ob* 
Humble  serv* 

JNO.  BULL. 

Jan.  r  W*>  1778^  H  o'clock  A.  M. 
Directed^ 

To  y  Hon.  George  Bryan,  Esq. 

*  8m  Cdon.  Eecy  VoL  XL,  p.  400,  wkere  the  Oouaoil  ezpreatly  diaa* 
TOW  any  intention  to  haye  him  consider  it  *',a8  a  dlsmlsiUon  in  oonseqnanes 
of  some  disapprobation  of  his  conduct,"  they  'deeming  his  serrioes  any  longer 
uanccessaxy,  and  not  intsnding  <•  to  appoint  another  in  his  room." 


J.  B.  Sum  TO  T.  Matlack,  17T?, 

yorkTwD,jBttl9lk,.177S. 

Yoar  letter  lo  Mr.  Tbompsoii  conceroing  the  JonmaliB  of  Ccrogress 
was  pven  to  the  Committee  for  conduotiDg  the  publicatioB  of  which 
I  am. 

'  The  CSommittee  wish  them  to  remain  at  Lancaster  till  farther 
orders,  ft  are  negotiateing  with  Mr.  Dmolap  for  conCinneiDff  them. 
If  yon  see  him  I  wish  joa  would  urge  his  coming  to  thia  pkce 
immediatelj. 

Onr  last  acoonnts  from  Bnrope  diseover  a  very,  unsettled  system  of 
Polities  in  the  Courts,  but  at  the  same  time  the  preparations  for  war 
are  very  great,  &  the  indulgences  &  favours  to  America  almost  beyond 
deseription,  several  others  appear  to  wait  for  the  decisions  at  Ver- 
sailles, but  are  apparently  more  matured,  especially  that  of  Madrid. 
The  loss  of  Tioond*  hurt  us  much.  The  fate  of  Burgoyne  will  re-es- 
tablish. As  to  domestic  affairs  you  are  fully  informed.  Conffresa 
baa  decisive  orders  in  the  case  of  onr  unhappy  prisoners.  We  have 
a  deputation  from  the  friends  in  Virginia  in  behalf  of  their  Society, 
which  is  referred  to  a  Committee. 

Mj  respects  to  Mz&  MaUacl^  Mr.  ManhaU  &  friesds  with  you. 
I  am  Sir 
with  regard 
y  ft-  &  V.  h.  S* 

J.  B.  SMITH. 
Direded^ 
To  CoL  Timothy  Matlack,  Sec.  to  S.  Ex.  Council,  Lancaster. 


TsastDmn  Whabtov  to  Col.  S.  HuimEK,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  January  19tbj|  1778. 
Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  fourteenth'*'  Instant  I  received  and  laid  it  before 
CoQDcil.  I  am  greatly  distressed  to  find  that  the  Savages  have  com-' 
mitted  acts  of  hostilities  in  your  county,  as  well  aa  in  the  oHier 
frontier  counties  of  this  State.  It  is  necessary  that  an  krmed  force 
of  the  militia  be  kept  up  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Bucks, 
to  prevent  'the  enemy  as  much  as  may  be  doing  violence  to  the 
bhabitants  who  are  greatly  exposed  to  their  ravages  on  Jthe  East  side 

*  See  page  17(k 
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Cot.  B0U.  TO  V,  P.  BktaN)  1778. 

I  arriyed  at  Hammelstown  tbe  night  I  left  Lancaster^  where  I 
foand  mj  People,  I  yesterday  waited  upon  Col.  MoCane  aud  Intend 
Poking  with  him  this  J)ay,    The  River  is  full  of  Ice  and  Likely  to 
Continue.     My  being  inactive  has  Given  me  a  Beflection  upon  my 
fate  in  the  Last  Long  Campain  and  shall  Take  the  Liberty  of 
irottbling  you  with  a  Line  upon  some  of  the  Circumstances)  it  is 
well  known  to  many  that  about  this  time  Twelve  months  the  Council 
of  Safety  order'd  a  great  qnanUty  of  Cannon  Ball  from  Phila.  to  my 
hooai  thinking  it  a  place  of  greater  security  than  the  City,  it  is  Easy 
to  Conceive  that  the  sight  of  these  and  a  quantity  of  Intrenching 
tools  which  Lay  in  a  Small  Building  adjacent  together  with  my 
being  in  the  Service,  were  the  greatest  Inducements  to  the  Enemies 
Eeeking  their  Yengence  upon  the  Chief  Part  of  my  Property,  and 
by  Beason  of  my  Public  Engagements,  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
pay  the  Necessary  attention  to  the  Small  Bemainder,  otherways  then 
sending  Mrs.  BuU  and  family  (for  the  Present)  to  a  Distant  Land 
nntil  times  will  admit  of  their  return,  the  whole  of  these  my  nk.is- 
foriunes  Did  not  a£fect  me  so  much  as  after  my  having  Served  t^is 
State  through  the  Fatiegues  of  a  Tedious  Campain  I  should,  be 
Dismia'd  the  Service  Before  I  Beach  half  way  to  my  Distress' d 
fiunily  I  Say  not  a  word  for  the  advantages  arising  from  y*  serrvic« 
for  every  man  Knows  that  he  who  is  Deepest  Engaged  is  a  L^^oaer, 
I  can  aver  that  all  my  Pay  will  not  support  my  Self,  exclusive  mj 
&mily,  but  that  is  by  no  mean  the  Cause  of  this  Line,  it  is  my  going 
for  the  Present  to  a  Strange  Neighbourhood,  and  having  been  Con- 
stantly Employed  in  Publick  service  am  now  Dismised."^    If  I  have 
Neglected  it  or  have  not  faithfuly  Performed  the  several  Trusts  &o.| 
then  I  am  Justly  treated,  but  'd  I  have,  I  leave  others  to  judge. 
My  Consolation  la  thuL  wLHe  HcAven  su porta  my  spirits  do  man  tiin^ 
Deprive  me  of  being  my  Countrys  friend.     You  will  F 
freedom  and  burrji  an  Mr.  Dchavcu  has  one  foot  in  y* 


Col.  McCane  Expects  m@. 


Jan.  r  Wth,  1778,  11  o' 

Dtrtctedf 

To  y«  Hem.  George  Bi 

*  8m  Colon.  Rec.,  Volj 
TOW  any  intention  to  h 
of  some  diBapprobftti(jn 
naneoessary,  and  not 


Sir  your  ot* 
Humble  \ 


J.  B.  Shot  to  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

p,gj,^  Ywk  Tow,  J„  190,1778. 

Tow  ktter  to  Mr.  Tliompwn  eoneeroiog  tbe  Jomth  of  rim«- 
J»p««  to  the  Omimittee  for  oondac&l  lj„  jS^SSSJ 

The  GMnmittM  wiib  tbem  to  remafo  at  Luuuter  tin  *».*-- 

If^^h„nlw»h  ,0.  -odd  .^S  co^iTfiX 

»>«eki8re6n«dto«Coii»htee.  ^^"  "^"""w  Society, 
lui&r  "-«"Ujw. 

b  CoL  XiooUij  Math^  Si*.  US.  Kl  ( 


•*  ■■  IB  tb«  otL«* 
tJlr  **^  Tklenoe  l«  t*^ 


^  r 


.d 
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of  the  river  Sohaylkilly  m  on  them,  and  not  on  the  legahi  troqM, 
we  nin8tdepen4  doriog  the  winter  u^  that  qoarter.  Yet,  H  is  u  neces- 
sary that  the  frontier  Inhabitants  l)e  protected  from  theinsolts  ud 
miuders  of  the  Savage  tribe ;  and  therefore  Goonoil  are  of  opinion 
with  Toa,  that  a  part  of  the  militia  of  your  ooonty  should  bo  em- 
ployed on  that  necessary  ServioOi  and  as  it  is  not  possible  at  present 
to  determine  what  nnmoer  may  be  wanted  to  aid  the  good  people  of 
voor  county,  Council  think  it  advisable  for  you  not  to  Send  the  mi- 
litia of  the  fifth  class  of  your  County  to  Camp,  as  ordered  in  mine 
of  the  fifth  Instant,  but  order  out  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  use- 
fully  employed  to  protect  the  Said  Inhabitants,  agreeable  to  tke 
within  resolve. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jun.,  Pread*. 
Col*.  Samuel  Hunter, 

Lieutenant  of  Northumberland  County. 


T.  Matlack  to  Board  of  War,  1778.  • 

Lancaster,  January  20, 1778. 
Sir, 

A  letter  from  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  your  hn'ble  Board,  dated* 
the  17th,*  mentions  "  Sundry  resolves  of  Congress"  being  enclosed, 
which  are  not  contained  therein ;  Council  is,  therefore,  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  these  resolves  are  I  am  directed  to  forward  to  job* 
The  enclosed  two  laws,  one  printed  in  the  publick  paper,  the  otb^ 
transcribed  from  the  Original,  will  give  you  the  best  answer  to  tbe 
Several  queries  oontained  in  Mr.  Nourse's  letter,  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  Council  to  give,  you  will  perceive  that  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  purcha^  provisions  are  under  the  directions  of  Coo- 
gross,  as  to  the  quantity  and  place  of  securing  it.  A  Copy  of  this 
law  has  been  sent  forward  for  Congress  before  now,  but  has  been 
delayed. 

.  A  list  of  the  Waggon  Masters  appointed  in  consequence  of  ^^ 
regulation  of  Waggons  below. 

T.  M. 
'  To  the  Hn'ble  President  of  the  Board  of  War. 
Sent  express'  by  Wm.  Harding. 

*  See  page  186,  aod  letter  Jan.  21,  page  196. 
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CiECULAB  OF  Council  to  Libutbnants,  1778. 

Lanoaster,  Jan'y  20;  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Coanoil  to  request  thati  you  will  giye  iiomediate 
attrition  to  the  annfl  of  the  Militia  in  your  oouDty,  so  aa  to  have 
them  in  as  good  order  as  possible,  in  a  short  time.  And  ako,  that 
yon  will  obtain  and  forward  to  Counoil  a  return  of  all  the  Publiok 
arms  in  the  hands  of  each  battalion  of  your  connty,  without  delay. 
Yon  will  please  to  consider  this  order  as  an  important  one,  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  attended  to  with  great  diligence  and  executed  with  / 
dispatch. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
To  Lieutenants  of  Berks;  Northampton,  by  Col°.  Stroud. 
Northumberland,  by  Dayid  Harris,  Esq'. 


Bbgulatiom  for  the  Main  Guard,  at  Lancaster,  1778. 
Which  are  Strictly  to  be  attended  to. 

Article  Ist.  The  Officer  of  the  Guard  is  constantly  to  attend  at 
the  Guard  House,  &  give  particular  attention  that  no  strong  Liquor 
be  permitted  in  among  the  Guard. 

2d.  There  is  at  no  time  more  than  five  Men  allowed  to  be  Absent 
from  the  Guard,  &  in  no  Case  but  when  they  go  for  their  Yictnak. 

3d.  No  Soldier  to  Absent  himself  from  the  Guard  without  leave 
from  the  Officer,  on  pain  of  being^  confined. 

4th.  A  non-commissioned  Officer  &  4  Privates  to  Patrole  the 
Streets  every  two  hours,  &  apprehend  all  Stragglers  and  Suspicious 
persons  who  can  give  no  good  Account  of  themselves,  but  great  care 
18  to  be  observed  that  none  of  the  Inhabitants  are  Insulted. 

5th.  Any  Soldier  who  shall  be  found  Sleeping  or  entoxicated  with 
liiquor  on  his  Post,  shall  be  confined  &  dealt  with  according  as  a 
Court  Martial  shall  direct. 

6th.  The  Centinols  that  are  placed  in  the  Town  are  not  ib  Ob- 
struct or  prevent  any  of  the  Inhabitants  from  passing  or  repassing 
to  their  Homes,  upon  their  answering  when  Challenged. 

7th.  The  Officer  of  the  Guard  is  to  Vissit  the  Gentries  after  the 
Countersign  is  given,  ae  often  aa  Circumstances  may  require,  and  Sea 
Vol.  VL— 9 
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ihat  tbej  GentineLi  are  Alert,  partioolarly  at  the  MagMine  and 
StorehoAsea.  ^ 

8th.  The  Officer  of  the  Guard  is  to  make  a  Beport  every  momiiig 
to  the  Town  Migdr. 

The  Compliance  of  these  Orders  is  expected  both  from  Officer  A 
Soldiers^  ini  Irill  he  inspeeted  into. 

CHRISrN  WIRTZ,  T.  MMJot. 
Directed^ 

Timothy  Matlaci,  Sec'ry,  Pree*.* 
Indonemenif 

From  Majot  WfrtB,  Jaa'y  20, 1778. 


Col.  ITohn  Piper  to  PRBaiDUN^  Wharton,  1778. 

Bedford  County,  3'an'  20th,  1775. 
Sir, 

I  would  Beg  Leave  to  Enform,  that  on  my  Beturo  from  Conncill 
the  Distressing  Situation  of  our  fronteers  oblidgd  me  to  Call  upon 
the  Sub  It*  to  Consult  upon  measures  to  prevent  our  fronteen  horn 
Being  Entirely  Evacuated,  when  we  wire  oblidgd  to  Adopt  the  fol- 
lowing measures,  viz :  to  Give  orders  to  Baise  80  men  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Settelmt  called  the  Oleads,  40  men  for  the  Senter 
divission,  Enduding  Bedford,  thirty  men  for  FratkstoWn,  and  the 
vame  number  tot  Sinking  Valley,  and  thirty  mto  to  Qtaiid  th#  ItK 
habitants  of  Harts  Loff  Settelmt  and  Shaven  Creek ;  the  Vffaiil 
Gall  for  dieie  men,  and  Uie  Exorbitantt  Prices  of  all  articles,  Laj^ 
us  nnder  the  necessity  of  augioenting  their  Pay  to  five  Pounds  Br 
month,  the  men  to  Be  engag'd  for  the  space  of  nine  months, 
unless  sooner  dischargd.  l^ese  People  JSave  Repeatedly  ap- 
plyd  to  me^  praying  their  Situation  to  Be  Lajd  Before  Counciu, 
and  Assureing  Counoill  of  their  determinationB  to  make  a  Stand — 
if  they  meet  with  this  necessary  Assistanoe,  they  likewise  Pray  that 
a  Suitable  Person  may  be  Apointed  to  Lay  aSoiidl  Store  of  Proviff- 
sion  at  each  Post  to  Suply  Scouting  Party,  or  other  troops  who  may 
be  Employd  as  Guards.  If  these  measures  axe  aproven  by  Councill 
the  People  will  Stand,  and  if  Bejeoted,  I  have  the  Greatest  Reason 
to  Believe,  that  upon  thefirst  alarm  from  lodiaas  A  great  Part  of  our 
County  will  Be  Left  desolate*.  These  measures  we  Have  Adopted 
is  by  no  means  to  be  understood  as  acting  acainst  Authority,  But  in 
Compliance  with  the  order  of  Counoill,  of  the  9th  of  December,  and 
the  Situation  of  our  County  Renders  it  impofs^blo  to  Call  the  People 

*  Seo  letter,  Jan.  2^,  p.  201, 
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mil  in  OhflMi;  these  ConBiderations  I  Beg  LeayetoLay  Before 
CaanciUy  and  Bie&r  to  O0I.  Shm  for  farmer  Eoformatlofi. 
And  am,  Sir^ 

With  due  Begard,  your 

ExcelleDoys  most  obdt  Hble  Servt 

JOHl^  PIPER. 

P.  8.  The  Pressing  Call  for  Money  obliges  ns  to  Press  our  de- 
mand for  a  further  Suply,  By  this  Bearer,  Col.  Pavisi  who  b  apoint- 
ed  to  wait  npon  Coonoill  for  that  Pnrpose. 
I  am.  &e. 

J.  P. 

The  Honourable  Preqidant  in  Gonnoai,  Lancaster. 


BoABD  OF  War  to  Pbbs.  Whaeton,  1778. 

War  Office,  y*  21st  Jan'y,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  you  tfao  Kegulations  of  Congress  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Letter;  from  the  Board,  of  the  17th,  which  were 
omitted,  being,  enclosed,  a  Circumstance  particularly  unlucky,  as 
their  Contents  are  of' much  importance  to  the  general  weal,  be  pleased 
to  fayour  the  Board  with  your  answer  on  this  subject  of  my  Letter  of 
the  17th,'*'  with  which  the  Kegulations  of  Congress  are  connected. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  very  humble  Sery*. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  8. 

Jhrjeciedj 

On  Public  Seryice— 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Preside  of  the  State  of 
Pennsily*,  Lancaster. 
-  ^  Express. 

*  See  pages  185, 192. 
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B.  M'Calestbr  to  Pbbsidbnt  Whartok,  1778. 

York  Town,  Jan'.  22d,  1778. 

S', 

The  Militia  of  this  County  seems  determined  not  to  marcli,  or  at 
least  the  Greatest  Part  of  them,  there  being  Grate  GomplaiDts  mide 
by  those  Classes  that  hare  Marched  respecting  their  pay,  which  they 
say  they  have  not  Reo*,  and  maney  of  them  poor  ft  not  able  to  bear 
it — at  least  it  afoards  to'those  Called  an  Excuse  that  they  will  not 
be  paid  after  Marching  in  the  Extremity  of  wether.  Coidd  this  be 
seteled  yt^  them  believe  they  w'  Goo  something  freelyer. 

Indeed,  it  is  allinost  Impossable  to  Git  a  Cunstable  to  do  his  Doty 
in  Respect  of  the  Militia,  or  any  other  Person,  to  undertake  the 
Golecting  the  Money — ^they  will  rather  Goo  to  Prison,  and  Grate 
Part  of  the  Excuse  is  the  Militia  not  being  Paid,  &  Supose  they 
never  will,  &o. 

I  am  Exercising  Every  Power  in  me  to  Send  them  forth  bat  am 
Doubtful  of  there  Numbers  at  this  time.  I  have  not  as  yet  Got  a 
Return  from  the  Sub*  of  the  Numbers  Marched,  altho  Repeatedly 
Called  on  them  for  it,  nor  the  Money  from  more  then  two  of  them, 
which  should  be  Refunded.    I  am  now  out  on  that  busnes. 

Appals  are  held  in  Sundry  Places  for  the  6th  &  7th  Classes,  and 
I^ext  week  there  is  several  Companys  are  ordered  to  march  to  my 
Knoledge,  and  I  am  now  out  in  Diferant  Parts  to  hnny  them  oa^ 
but  the  Coldness  of  the  wether,  &  the  Grumbling  about  the  Pay  is 
in  Every  mouth.  Should  Council  be  of  the  oppinion,  &  Give  an 
order  to  the  Paymaster  of  this  County  for  the  Money  in  my  hands, 
to  Discharg  the  Debts  Due  the  Militia,  perhaps  it  w"^  be  a  means  of 
Quieting  them,  ft  Leave  them  no  Excuse. 
I  am^  w*^  Due  Respect^ 

Y'  Exelenoys 

Most  Ob*  Hu«  Ser*.  . 

R'D  M'CALESTER 

W".  Scott,  Paymaster  of  York  County.* 
Directed, 

His  Excelency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.,  President  of  the  Ex* 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  406. 
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Lewis  Nicoia  to  Pkesident  WsLiRTON,  1778. 

Sir, 

When  I  went  to  Bethlehem  to  pay  my  respects  to  General  Oates, 
I  met  Col.  Hooper,  who  informed  me  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  militia 
guard  here  for  the  care  of  the  prisoners  of  war  &  ferries^  tho'  the 
keeping  them  was  attended  with  a  considerable  expence  to  the  state, 
and  asked  whether  it  was  not  possible  to  send  some  of  the  Invalid 
Beg*  here  to  do  those  duties,  prompted  not  only  by  duty,  but  a  real 
incSoation  to  contribute  to  the  good  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  I 
was  happy  my  orders  from  his  Excellency  Oen'l  Washington,  tho 
directed  to  one  object,  the  care  of  the  hospitals,  allowed  me  suf&cieni 
latitude  to  answer  this  purpose  without  waiting  for  further  orders,  I 
therefore  altered  my  first  plan  of  having  the  head  quarters  of  the 
regiment  at  Northiunpton,  &  removed  them  here,  where  I  soon  found 
the  measure  very  necessary,  as  on  my  visiting  the  prison  I  found  40 
prisoners  entrusted  to  the  care  of  two  sentries,  one  at  the  door  and 
one  in  the  yard,  on  which  I  made  the  Invalids  take  that  guard  A 
disposed  them  in  the  manner  I  thought  most  eligible,  a  ooppy  of  my 
.  orders  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency. 

It  has  been  very  providential  for  this  place  &  the  credit  of  Amerioaii 
discipline  that  there  was  not  among  the  prisoners,  one  man  of  a 
moderately  bold  &  enterprising  genius  who  might  have  inspired  them 
with  the  desire  of  liberty,  &  burning  this  town  after  plundering  it  of 
such  articles  as  were  most  valuable  &  easiest  carried  which  might 
have  been  performed  with  very  little  difficulty  or  danger,  &  their 
retreat  to  Philadelphia  made  good.  That.  I  may  not  be  looked  oa 
as  a  visionary  person  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you,  the  easy  stepa 
leading  to  this  catastrophe. 

I  mentioned  already  that  a  sentry  was  placed  in  the  yard  to  which 
£he  prisoners  had  free  access  at  all  hours  of  the  night,  none  of  them 
being  locked  up  in  their  rooms  at  that  time,  this  sentry  misht  easily 
have  been  surprised  &  disarmed,  &  then  an  opportunity  watched  when 
the  front  door  was  opened  for  the  admission  of  the  relief,  to  seize  the 
passage,  secure  the  corporal  &  sentries,  and  arm  themselves,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  guard,  consisting  only  of  two  men  would  probably  be 
found  asleep,  if  one  or  two  small  wooden  buildingp  most  like^  to 
take  fire  quickly  were  set  on  fire,  and  the  alarm  thereof  spread  every 
door  would  soon  be  opened,  ftiree  admission  given  to  the  plunderers 
Trho  might  rifle  them  of  money,  plate,  arms  &  ammunition,  &  encrease 
the  fires,  nor  would  they  have  any  enemy  to  fear  but  their  own  ra« 
paciousness  which  might  prevent  their  retiring  in  time  &  over  loading 
themselves  with  plunder,  possibly  some  American  nnght  be  bbse 
enoogb  to  show  Uiem  the  road  to  Phihulelphia,  'd  not  they  mighll 
eom^  WH&e  country  people,  by  the  fear  of  immadiate  death,  to  lead 
#bam  by  the  most  safe^  &priTate  raids, while  the  inhabitants  «f  ttu§ 


m  PBN NSZLTANIA.  ABCHIYB8  ITIS: 

town  would  be  employed  in  eztrngniBhing  the  fires  which,  if  maiijy 
might  00  diride  their  attention  as  to  endanger  the  destruotion  of  the 
whole.  •  * 

As  I  brought  here  but  25  men  fit  for  duty,  &  9  of  them  are  daily  an 
guard,  it  was  impossible  for  me*to  provide  for  the  Ferry,  nor  did  I  think 
it  any  way  necessary,  as  every  Qth:er  ferry  on  this  river  is  at  present 
nngnarded,  &  any  person  who  ehoses  to  cross  oyer  from  sinister  views 
may  easily  avoid  this  I  should  your  Excellency  &  the  OouHctl  think 
otherwise,  I  know  not  how  it  can  -be  remedied,  unless  by  obtaining 
an  order  for  me  to  bring  a  detachment  of  the  regiment,  now  at  Beth- 
lehem, here ;  what  motives  induced  the  Oeneral  to  order  the  Invalides 
to  attend  the  hospitals,  I  do  not  know,  unless  he  did  it  at  the  desire 
of  Dr.  Shippen,  who  had  often  spoke  to  me  about  it  in  Trenton,  nor 
ean  I  see  the  utility  of  the  measure,  as  Dr.  Brown  at  Bethlehem, 
and  Dr.  Otto  here  have  not  any  occasion  for  them  farther  than  Dr. 
Brown  thinks  a  small  guard  might  be  necessary  to  confine  delinquents 
from  the  hospitals,  but  thb  service  Dr.  Otto  has  p^ormed  by  conval- 
escents, &  he  says  ev^  hoM>ital  might  do  the  same. 

Many  of  tij  people  are  ainiosft  naked  &  beddes  what  they  suffet 
from  the  severity  of  the  weather  the  appearance  of  many*of  them  is 
offensive  to  decency  for  which  reason  I  have  applied  to  Mr.  Mease 
for  a  supply ;  I  am  informed  there  is  some  clothing  here  collected  in 
the  County,  by  your  Excellencies  order,  whether  for  the  use  of  the 
State  or  Continent,  I  know  not,|but  if  the  latter  an  order  of  its  being 
delivered  to  me  would  be  a  saving  of  the  expense  of  sending  the  Q' 
M'  Serjeant  to  Lancaster  &  of  a  waggon  to  carry  the  doathing,  &  to 
return. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  above 
particulars  relative  to  the  guards  here,  one  particular  I  forgot  is  that 
the  English  prisoners  in  goal  are  very  sickly  5  of  40,  eighteen  were 
reported  to  me  sick  this  morning,  one  of  which  is  nnce  dead,  &  twe 
were  buried  yesterday,  there  are,  as  I  am  ihformed  about  as  many 
Hessian  prisoners,  but  I  found  them  all  at  liberty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  respect 
Your  most  hum^ 

&  Obed«  Serv' 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Saston,Jan'y22d,1778. 


Easton,  Jan'y  19, 1778. 

The  Guard  at  the  Prison  to  Consist  of  1  SeijS  1  Corp.,  &  9  mett 
ft  to  post  8  Sentries,  one  at  the  front  door  who  is  to  take  care  that 
ii0ne  ofy  prisofnen  escape  by  the  front  of  the  Prison,  ft  one  at  each 
comet  of  the  wUl  outside,  to  previent  any  osoaping  that  wny,  if  any 
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of  the  aentries  hear  a  noise  of  working  at  the  wall  or  in  the  Oroand 
thej  most.giY^  notim.thereof  to.tlxe  Gnardi  Jfc  (he  Seij*  wttt  enquire 
into  the  eanae  of  it.  Before  the  prisoners  are  let  into  the  yard  in  a 
nonunff,  ft  immediately  after  they  are  lock'd  up  in  the  evening,  the 
8€^^  91  the  Guard  most  examine  the  walls  &  ground  of  the  yud,  ft 
walls  of  the  priiM>n  to  see  that  no  attempt  has  heen  made  to  break 
through  or  undermioe,  when  the  prisoners  are  lock'd  up,  the  sentries 
outside  ihe  yard  must  be  removed,  one  placed  in  the  yard  who  must 
be  attentive  to  any  noise  in  the  Prison,  ft  Give  notice  thereof  to  the 
Seij*  of  y*  Q^uards,  the  other  sentrie  placed  in  the  front,  must  fre- 
quently visit  the  Ends  of  the  prison  ft  Listen  to  any  noise  of  working 
in  the  prison,  &  if  he  hears  any.  Give  notioe  thereof  to  the  Seij'  of  the 
Guard.  While  the  Corporal  is  relieving  the  Sentries  the  Serj^  of  the 
new  Guard  must  examine  all  the  insi^  of  the  prison  to  find  out  any 
work  of  the  prisoners  to  escape  by  breaking  through  the  w^l,  uadeiw 
miaing,  or  Cnttipff  the  bars  of  the  windows,  Look  or  hiuffes  of  the 
dooFB,  &0.,  ft  the  Seij<  of  the  old  Guard  must  keep  both  ready  to 
lepolse  any  attempt  of  the  Prisoners;  no  sentry  is  to  fire  into  the 
Pnson  or  prison  yard,  but  may  at  any  prisoner  who  forces  out  if  he 
eannot  otherwise  secure  him. 


Oebba  of  Boabd  of  War,  1778« 

(Copy). 

At  a  Board  of  War  y  22d  January,  1778. 
Qider'd,  

That OolonelBobertX'^ttis Hooper,!).  Q.  Master Genieral exercise 
At  same  Powers  in  ihe  hiring  Or  impressing  Teams  he  has  heretofore 
doife  under  the  orde^  of'Uis  Excellency  General  Washington  or 
other  his  Sapetior  officer,  any  Begulationft  or  Directions  from  any 
Person  not  tusting  in  Virtue  of  the  oilers  or  the  Powers  vested  in 
hislixcellency  within  the  Limits  therein  mentioned,  notwithstanding. 

By  Order  of  the  Board. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  S. 
The  above  is  a  true  copy; 

JAS.  YOUNG,  W.  M.  G.  S.  P. 
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GOUHOIL  TO  GSNBSAL  WASHINGTON,  1778. 

In  OonnoQ. 

Lancaster,  Jan^  22«*,  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  Ezoellenoj's  letter  of  the  19*^"^  Instant  has  been  laid  before 
the  Gonncil. 

My  letter  to  you  of  the  15*^f  Instant,  by  Mr.  James  DavidsoD, 
who  was  delayed  a  day  or  two  anexpeetedly,  contains  a  state 
of  the  business  relating  to  doathing.  It  is  only  necessary  to  add, 
that  Oeneral  Wayne,  as  I  understand,  had  employed  M'  Zantsinger, 
of  this  borough;  to  procure  him  a  quantity  of  doathing  previoos  to 
the  late  recommendation  of  Congress;  that  the  Clothier  Genenl 
has  paid  part  of  his  bill,  and  no  doubt  will  settle  with  him  for  the 
remainder,  as  it  is  a  contract  made  before  this  State,  was  Erected 
to  supply  its  troops  with  doathing.  General  Wayne  has  been  with 
Council  within  a  few  days.  You  may  depend  that,  as  the  troops  of 
Pennsylvania  were  always  well  cloathed  while  under  the  immediate 
care  of  the  State,  attention  to  this  important  supply  will  be  given 
by  the  Council,  so  as  to  prevent  any  future  just  complaint. 

The  reduced  condition  of  the  Regiments  of  Pennsylvania  is  to  as 
unaccountable.  It,  however,  only  remains  to  do  the  best  we  can  to 
make  them  more  formidable.  Council  would  have  been  pleased  to 
have  seen  in  the  return  the  state  of  the  commissioned  officers. 

Inclosed  is  a  transcript  of  the  law  which  vour  Excellency  re- 
quested might  be  sent  you,  and  also  extracts  irom  the  supply  law, 
which  were  struck  off  separate  from  the  law  itself,  as  the  printers 
could  not  possibly  get  thro'  the  whole  in  time  to  furnish  the  Com- 
missioners of  Congress,  now  on  their  way  to  Camp. 

P.  S.  One  of  the  Waggon  Drivers,  who  came  out  with  the  dosth- 
iuff  for  the  prisoners  of  war,  having  passed,  in  this  borough,  a  six 
dollar  counterfeit  bill,  in  the  likeness  of  a  Continental  bill,  was 
arrested  and  searched  this  afternoon ;  five  other  bUls  of  the  same  kind 
were  found  upon  him.  Some  circumstances  occurred  which  rendered 
several  others  of  the  party  strongly  suspected ;  they  were  searohed 
all,  except  the  officers,  and  several  bills  of  the  same  kind  were  found 
upon  each  of  three  of  them.  Whereupon  the  Magistrates  have  com- 
mitted them  to  Goal.  The  enclosed  letter  was  also  found  in  the 
possession  of  one  of  the  Serjeants. 

Indorsed^ 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 
Sent  by  Doctor  M'Vaugh. 

*  See  page  189.  .  f  See  page  180. 
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TxMOTHT  Matlack  TO  Majqe  Wirtz,  1778. 

Lanoaator^  Jan^  22-^1 1778, 
Sir, 

The  report  of  orders  given  by  yon,  as  Town  Major,*  to  the 
Ouards  of  this  borongh,  has  been  laid  before  the  Council^  who  haye 
made  no  objeetion  to  them. 

I  informed  yon  that  several  instances  had  happened,  whereiu 
those  orders  have  been  violated,  and  the  inhabitants  insnlted.  and 
also,  that  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  Gnards  having  inter- 
fered with  the  civil  prisoners  now  confined  in  the  Goal,  with  whom 
neither  they  nor  yon  have  any  thing  to  do.  It  was  reasonable  to 
expect  that  yon  wonld  have  paid  some  attention  to  matters  of  snch 
importance.  Bnt  these  abases  are  yet  continued,  which  afford  some 
ground  of  suspicion  that  they  are  still  oonntenancedTby  yon. 

By  yonr  young  man,  I  requested  that  you  would  inform  me  whb 
was  officer  of  the  guard  on  Sunday  night  last,  as  I  had  been  insulted 
by  the  guard  that  evening,  a  few  minutes  after  nine  o'clock*  This 
you  have  not  furnished  me  with,  nor  should  I  have  insisted  upon  it, 
if  the  practice  had  been  discontinued.  I  want  no  satisfaction  to 
myself  farther  than  is  necessary  for  the  publick  safety.  I  now  re- 
peat that  demand  and  expect  your  answer  in  writing,  in  order  to  a 
■full  investigation  of  this  abuse. 

It  seems  also  to  be  necessary  to  repeat  to  you  that  you  have  not 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  ecconomy  of  the  Goaler  with  his  civil 
prisoners — to  this  you  will  please  to  give  a  proper  attention. 

Jan'  22, 1778.  T.  M. 

^   To  Major  Wirta. 


Pbest.  Wharton  to  Gen.  Wasbington,  1778. 

Lancaster,  January  23rd,  1778. 
Sir, 

A  controversy  having  arisen  in  this  borough  between  a  tavern 
keeper  and  one  of  the  officers  which  your  Excellency  permitted  to 
come  out  of  Philadelphia  with  cloathing  for  the  British  and  Hessian 
prisoners,  about  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  provisions  with  which 
the  officer  had  been  supplied.  Lieutenant  Patterson  laid  the  bill, 
together  with  his  own  before  the  Council,  who  sent  for  the  tavern 
keeper,  examined  into  the  complaint,  and  were  satisfied  that,  althn 
the  charge  was  high,  it  was  no  more  than  is  now  charged  to  all 

*  See  page  198. 
9* 
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tnTellers  for  inioli  articles.    But  it  seemt  the  off oer  expected  a  < 
riderabla  abatement  ie  to  be  nmde  in  eonaidenitiea  ef  ftia  paying  in 

SDld  and  silTer.  Against  this  there  is  a  poeitive  penal  law  of  the 
tate.  Intended  to  prevent  a»  mnch  as  possibki  the  depre<natioii  of 
the  oontinental  enrrenoy — And  Congress  have  ordered  into  oloseooa- 
fineme nl  one  of  the  Philadelphia  <|aaker  priaonenL  in  Yiijpniai  for 
haTiQg  sent  a  few  half  Joe's  to  this  borough  and  bad  them  aold  ml 
an  advanced  price  for  continental  money. 

Iha  officer  also  pleads  that  it  is  stipulated  with  yon,  that  provis- 
ions are  to  be  supplied  to  them  at  reaaoncible  rates.  The  Conooil 
are  of  opinien  that  this  is  done  when  the^  are  supplied  at  the  rates 
which  are  charged  to  our  own  officers  travelling  the  same  road ;  but  weie 
it  otherwise,  we  have  no  authority  to  make  regulations  of  prices  and 
to  compel  a  supply  in  such  cases,  liieuteuant  Fleitterson  represents;, 
that  on  the  officer  being  informed  of  this  opinion  he  has  determined 
to  return  back  immediately,  which  obliges  me  to  trouble  your  'Exr 
eelleney  with  this  repesentation  of  the  ftcts. 

Directidy 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


Gbnbral  John  Lacby,  Jr.,  to  Prbbidbnt  Whartow,  1778, 

Oamp  Graham  Park,  Jan.  24th,  1778. 
Sir, 

None  of  the  Classes  Lately  Ordered  out  have  yet  Arrived,  and 
the  times  of  those  here  are  Almost  Expired ;  the  numbers  I  havo 
are  by  no  means  sufficient  for  the  Duty  Necessary  for  their  own 
safety,  and  stoping  the  Intercourse  between  the  Country  and  City. 

My  numbers  at  this  place  are  about  Seventy  Rank  and  file,  at 
Smithfield  Eighty,  and  at  the  Spring  House  and  Plymouth  Meeting, 
Both  Included,  about  three  Hundred,  these  are  all  my  Strength ; 
the  times  of  the  whole  will  be  up  by  the  first  of  February. 

As  for  the  Light  Horse  Ordered  from  Philad*  and  Bucks  County, 
not  one  of  them  yet  appear,  some  of  the  Lieu^  of  Philsd*  Cointy 
Assure  me  they  have  not  Reo'd  any  Orders  to  Baibe  or  Send  any, 
and  I  believe  are  Doing  nothing  in  that  way. 

My  numbers  are  Bedused  so  Low  and  the  Detached  parties  on 
Different  Boads  so  Distant,  that  we  Cannot  by  no  Means  Act  to- 
gether. Either  by  pattroles  or  in  Case  of  alkrm }  by  which  means 
some  of  the  Boads  Leadmg  to  my  Camp  are  Left  Uoguarded  and 
.open  to  Surprise  from  the  Enemy,  I  therefore  think  it  Advisable 
and  luost  Prudent  to  remove  my  quarters  three  or  four  miles  farther 
Back  into  the  Country,  and  wait  a  Beinforcement 

An  axident  hapened  in  Camp  this  dby  by  a  number  of  Cartriges 


taken  fire  by  azident|  blew  up  and  bnrnt  fire  men  yery  badly,  but 
I  hfiSew  aol  Ihugemm,  they  wen  Borluig  tbe  Damaged  (hxtwm 
when  they  took  fire,  the  Number  Lost  la  Computed  to  be  about  Six 
or  fienen  ihoaaand|  the  Cartridges  was  in  a  tent,  which  blew  up, 
and  Set  fire  to  some  Others  which  Stood  Near,  and  were  all  Con* 
aumedy  with  a  number  of  Blankets  and  Cartriage  Boxes  in  them, 
Hie  wmben  net  Sxaody  known. 

I  im  SiTi  with  Reqieeiy 

your  most  obedient 

Humble  servant, 

JOHN  LACET,ju'r.  . 

Directed, 

Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Esq^r,  Preadent  ft  Executive  Couneili 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


William  Crispin  to  Prbsidekt  Whartok,  17T8. 

Dear  Sfir, 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  Live  here  much  Longer  Without  a 
supply  of  Cash,  as  I  am  out  of  Credit  and  out  of  Money^  if  I  had 
Caen*  I  Could  Get  Provisions,  the  People  Say  that  they  arc  willing 
to  part  with  what  they  can  spare,  Provided  we  Pay  Cash,  but  to  take 
BcKseipts  &  then  Dance  Attendance  for  pay,  is  What  Put  them  so 
out  of  Humour  that  they  Deny  they  have  any  thing.  Pray  Send 
me  Some  Whiskey,  I  have  Not  Beceived  any  Except  What  You 
Send  me  by  Mr.  Kimelj  it  Takes  between  2  &  three  Hundred 
Oalls  of  rum  a  week,  We  have  Seized  Several  Hhds,  &  the  People 
are  Clamorous  for  their  Pay,  Pray  Send  me  what  you  Can  spare  oy 
the  bearer.  Who  Can  tell  you  how  we  are  Distressed  for  that  Neces- 
sary article;  I  am  fearful  of  being  Ul  Used  for  want  of  it. 
I  am  with  Bespeot 

yours  to  serve, 

WM.  CRISPIN. 

Trenton,  Jan'  24«'»,  1778. 

I}irectedy 

To  His  Excellency  Tho*  Wharton  Esq*,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  408. 
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CkNU  WiLLUH  Bradford  to  Frssxbbnt  Whaetoh,  177& 

Trenton,  Jannaiy  24, 1778. 
Sir, 

We  are  nnder  Necesait j  of  sending  the  Pay  Master  to  your  BxmI- 
lencj  for  some  Cash,*  there  being  now  almost  two  Months  pay  dna 
the  Men,  and  Mr.  Crispin  is  in  great  Want  indeed. 

Some  little  Time  ago  Major  Bojs  applied  foi^  the  loan  of  Two  of 
onr  Gnard  Boats,  which  he  would  man  &  victnal  at  hb  own  Ezpence, 
and  take  them  Down  to  Cohansej,  thinking  he  could  take  some 
Tossels  from  the  Enemy.  We  lent  the  two  and  put  an  officer  &  Ten 
men  in  each,  to  taj(e  them  down  aa  far  aa  Coopers  Greek,  from 
whence  he  was  to  take  them  by  land.  They  got  to  Coopers  Creek 
in  the  Evening,  and  when  the  officers  went  to  sleep  the  Crews  ran 
of  with  the  Boats  and  carried  them  to  the  Enemy.  One  other  Boat 
we  fitted  out  under  the  Command  of  Cap*  Collins,  and  he  took  her 
by  Land  from  Burlington,  and  hope  he  has  got  down  safe.  In  cm 
this  Boat;shouId  take  any  Prise  what  part  is  the  State  to  draw,  and 
how  is  the  Prize  to  be  divided.  We  told  Cap*  Collins  that  the 
Commodore  and  all  the  Fleet  must  draw  a  part  of  all  he  sboiiM 
take.  We  pray  your  Excellency  will  send  down  by  Billy  Bradford 
how  the  Prizes,  ii  any,  should  be  divided. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  Powder  is  removed  from  this,  bat  the 
Gannon  wo  cannot  move,  as  there  is  no  Waggon  to  be  got  that  will 
bear  them,  however  shall  do  the  best  I  can.  I  am  left  here  alone, 
none  of  the  Board  being  with  me.  I  am  also  tired  beiug  here,  had 
much  rather  be  in  action  with  the  Militia.  I  am 
your  Excellency's 

most  H"«  Serv*, 

W-  BRADFOM). 

Directed 

To  His  Excellency  Tho»  Wharton,  Esq',  ftesident  of  the  SUte  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  408. 
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Gbnekaii  Oatbs,  Pbesidbht  of  Board  ov  Wab,  to  Pbxsi- 
DBNT  Wharton,  1778. 

War  Office,  Jatfy  26%  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  received  tindoabted  Information  that  M'  Williai]^ 
Henry,  Lieu*  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  is  going  thro'  the  Country 
engaging  large  Quantities  of  Whiskey,  at  a  most  enormous  Prioe.^ 
He  gives  30s.  &  SOs.  6c?.  ^  Gallon,  &  offers  to  take  all  the  Distxlleni 
can  bring  him  at  that  JPrice.  Two  young  Fellows,  Frederick 
Sickle  &  raul  Beck,  were  employed  by  John  Pitier,  of  Lancaster 
County,  near  Hinckle  Town,  who  has  sold  M'  Henry  2,000  €killons, 
at  30s.  6<?.,  &  sent  three  young  Fellows  to  purchase  in  this  County, 


Intimations  were  thrown  out  by  M'  Henry,  or  the  Person  employing 
the  young  Fellows  above  named,  that  he  was  buying  for  the  Public, 
the  Boaiti  thought  it  best  to  inquire  of  your  Excellency  into  the 
Truth  of  it ;  &  I  am  to  request  your  immediate  Information.    If  the* 
Fact  be  otherwise,  &  M'  Henry  is  among  the  Class  of  Speculators  & 
^Engrossers,  I  am  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  your  Assist-. 
ance  in  detecting  the  Quantities  in  Store,  that  the  speediest  Stop 
may  be  put  to  so  nefarious  a  Traffic. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Ezcellenoy's 
most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

HORATIO  GATES. 
President. 

'Tis  said  that  Pitzcr  has  been  haulling  to  Camp,  or  to  a  store  for 
2  Weeks  past,  Whiskey,  on  M'  Henry's  Ace'.  If  this  Liquor  is  a 
private  Affair,  it  ought  to  be  stopped,  &  all  the  Quantities  deposited 
in  store  should  be  seized  for  public  Use. 

JHrectedf 

His  Exoellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq',  President  of  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
(War  Office) 
Richard -Peters. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  408. 
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OflfnAii  BOBRROSAU  TO  FAieioiiin  Wha&ton,  1778. 

York  Town,  Jan'  26«»,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  DeUe^tea  of  this  State  are  honored  with  yonr  Letter  in  CoWp 
ml,  with  ke  inelasares  respecting  the  extraordinary  inteiferenee  of 
H'  Harvey  &  M'  Morris  in  the  idTairsof  the  British  Convoy  and  the 
Innholder  at  Lancaster;*  which  were  lud  before  Congress  this  after- 
oooii,  and  deferred  for  consideration  'till  tomonow,  when,  I  douU 
ao^  yoir  spirited  Conduct  will  be  highly  approved  and  the  treat- 
ment yoa  met  with,  impanged.  The  subject  was  introduced  under 
the  idea  of  the  Trojan  Horse  travelling  thro'  our  land,  not  filled  with 
men,  but  most  probably  with  the  more  dangerous  Enemy,  Counter- 
feited Oontinentid  money,  which  may  be  part  of  the  oontents  of  the 
Bails  in  the  Waggons^  agreeable  to  the  Specimen  obtained  of  the 
Waggoners,  whose  imprisonment  was  applauded  by  every  member 
who  spoke  on  the  subject,  as  the  searching  everv  person  of  ^the  Bs- 
eort,  and  of  all  the  packages  would  have  l^en ;  but  most  of  all,  the 
bringing  ever^  traitorous  Conspirator  against  the  Liberties  of  these 
States  by  so  diabolical  a  scheme,  would  redound  to  the  honor  of  our 
State,  and  would  be  seasonable  Victims,  in  terrorem,  to  our  muoh 
iigured  Country.  You  will  have  opportunity'of  special  inquiry  into 
*  any  further  hidden  machinations,  as  the  Board  of  War  have  stopped 
the  progress  of  the  Waggons,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  improved,  and 
that  you  will  not  hold  the  sword  of  justice  in  vain.  Congress  has 
no  right  to  interfere  in  our  civil  policy,  nor  will  it  be  presumed ; 
however,  their  result  on  the  Subject  of  the  papers  above  mentioned, 
will  be  communicated  as  soon  as  I  have  it  in  my  power.  The  copy 
of  the  Letter  forwarded  to  Gen^  Washington,  found  on  the  Serjeant, 
would  have  been  very  satisfactory ;  pray,  favor  me  with  it  without  de- 
lay, with  a  partiodar  account  of  the  Escort,  and  the  ostensible  rank  they 
bear,  for  I  very  muoh  suspect  ficticious  Characters.  I  also  requets 
to  know  somethinx;  more  particular  of  the  conduct  of  the  Gi^*  & 
liieu^,  bearers  of  the  indecent  paper  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of 
Council,  and  whether  they  are  not  Continental  Officers.  The  aston- 
ishing Conduct  of  the  two  members  of  Congress  who  were  to  have 
consulted  with  the  State  on  the  Subject  of  Supplies,  is  a  presage  of 
the  unfortunfite  issue  of  that  measure,  concerning  which  yoa  aie 
intirely  silent.  I  could  weep  over  my  suffering  <>rantry,  cramped 
at  this  season  for  vigorous  exertion,  by  the  want  of  provisions,  with 
which  our  Country  abounds,  and  I  wish  I  could  clear  our  own  State 
of  the  horrid  sin  of  the  Commissarial  Department,  bom  which,  at  the 
verr  time  of  that  most  mischievous  arrangement,  carried,  I  believe, 
by  but  one  voice,  I  predicted  the  injuries  we  have  and  still  suffer;  for 
God's  sake,  for  our  Country's  sake,  never  let  a  Dellegate  represent 
the  State  from  any  consideration,  one  moment  longer  than  he  is 

*  See  p.  200,  201. 
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ftidiAily  mr  am  aomeat  Aftei  ho  is  •  «vlje<^  of  joat  iaqacian.^  Ton 
would  pardon  mo  if  yoa  knew  my  Batterings  and  indignation  on 
aoeonnt  of  this  and  other  Destrnctive  measures^  tho'  yery  hnrtfol  to 
the  oommon  oanae,  which  a  voir  feeble  voice  could  not  prevent    I 

Kay  you  to  oast  about  for  some  Obaraoten  2, 3  or  more^  expert,  faith- 
l  and  active  in  the  way  of  purohasinffy  that  yoa  oan  rooommend  to 
m&— will  Bob^  Towers  do  as  one?  I  Know  he  was  indefatigable  in 
another  lino  of  Duty.  I  pray  you  also  to  point  out  some  elligiblo 
mode  of  procuring  largo  quantities  of  biscuit,  and  proper  persons  for 
that  branoh|  that  I  nay  be  fltmidied  with  proper  Oharacters  to 
recommend  to  Congress ;  Ludwiok,  I  fear,  is  incompetent.  The  use 
of  flour  instead  of  hard  bread  has  been,  I  believei  the  death  of 
thoqaanda.  I  bog  to  bo  favored  with  hearing  from  you  soon,  & 
am,  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob<  hiuk>  Serv^, 

DAN'  ROBBRDBAU. 

The  Oommiasary  General,  warmly  recommended  by  our  State^  has 
just  found  out  that  he  is  incompetent  to  the  bosineas. 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton, 


Council  to  Delbgatbs  in  Congress,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  January  26, 1778. 

Oentlemen* 

Council  have  been  informed  that  some  doubts  have  arisen  whether 
the  army  oan  be  supplied  in  this  state  with  wheat  and  flour.  Upon 
mature  conaderation  the  Council  are  dearly  of  opinion  that  upon 
orders  being  given,  either  directly  or  thro'  this  Council,  to  the  com- 
missioners of  purchases,  mentioned  in  the  late  Act  of  Assembly,  and 
money  furnished  for  the  purpose,  the  army  can  be  fully  supplied,  and 
the  proposed  magazines  filled,  expeditiously  and  certainly.  As  there 
is  undoubted  intelligence  from  several  counties  which  makes  it  evident 
that  the  Hills  are  unemployed,  and  very  large  quantities  of  Wheat 
in  the  hands  of  men  ready  and  willing  to  ddiver  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioners,  some  of  which  is  in  danger  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Of  this  we  desire^you  will  give  to  Congress  & 
the  Board  of  War  the  strongent  assurances.  As  to  Beef  k  Pork, 
Pennsylvania  has  not  usually  exported  any  considerable  quantity,  and 
therefore  no  dependance  ought  to  have  been  had  on  a  large  supply 
from  it,  but  there  has  not  been  a  season  in  the  memory  of  man  in 
which  the  Pork  in  this  State  has  boon  better  fed  in  the  woods  than 
in  the  present  season,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  by  a 
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timely  attention  as  mnoh  at  leafit  miglif  haye  been  i^Itected  «i  ought 

to  have  been  expected. 

jHrectedf 

To  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylyania  in  Congress. 

Sent  bj  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith. 


Council  to  Prbs.  of  CoNGRBSSy  1778. 

In  Gooncil) 

Lancaster^  Jannary  26, 1778. 
Sir, 

Yonr  letters  of  the  first  and  fourteenth  of  this  month*"  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive,  and,  in  answer  to  the  first^  informed  your  Excellency 
that  this  Council  is  vested  with  the  Supreme  Executive  power  of  the 
State,  and  that  thro'  the  President  thereof  would  be  the  proper 
channel  of  business,  of  this  State.  But  by  the  difficulty  of  crossing 
the  river  my  letter  has  been  delayed. 

The  resolves  of  Congress^of  the  eighth  instant^f  have  been  read  in 
Council  and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety of  them^  they  have  therefore  our  full  approbation. 

Directed^ 
His  Exc'y  Henry  LaurenS;  Esqr., 


V.  P.  Bryan  to  Board  of  War,  1778. 

Lancaster,  January  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

Y'  letter  of  the  26**'  Instant^t  has  been  considered  in  Council.  Too 
may  be  assured,  that  William  Henry,  Lieu*  of  Militia  of  the  Citj  of 
Philadelphia,  has  no  authority  from  this  Board  for  the  purchasing  of 
Whiskey  or  Provisions.  The  Commissary  of  the  armed  Boats  in  the 
Delaware,  Will*"  Crispin,  Esquire,  is  the  only  purchaser  in  that  line 
employed  by  this  State,  save  the  Commiss"  named  in  the  Act  here- 
after recited ;  he  acts  under  the  direction  of  William  Bradford,  Esq', 
&  others,  forming  a  Navy  Board,  who  sit  near  the  falb  of  the  Biver 
Delaware ;  Letters  just  received  from  thence  makes  it  abundantly 
certain,  that  Mr.  Henry's  dealings  are  not  for  public  account. 
*It  gives  some  pain  to  Council  to  hear,  that  an  officer  of  this  Stat6| 
who  has  really  been  servicable,  should  be  charged  with  so  perniciooB 
a  practice.  They  are  however  heartily  disposed  to  make  him,  or  any 
*  See  psge  152, 170.  f  See  p.  162.  J  See  p.  205. 
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other  gniltj  person,  an  example  of  the  propriety  of  an  ordinance  of  the 
Imte  Coonoil  of  Safety,  {Hrovided  against  Engrosdera  &  Foreetallers, 
&  if  the  faot  can  be  supported  by  proper  Evidence,  they  will  conn* 
tenancc^a  prosecution.  Bat  if  the  lodgement  of  the  goods  is  known, 
it  would  be  a  very  prompt  and  advantagious  remedy  to  set  the  Com^ 
appointed  in  each  County  by  the  late  Act  of  our  Assembly  for  sup- 
plying Clothing  and  provisions,  upon  taking  it  at  8s.  6d.  p'  gallon. 
Upon  a  claim,  perhaps.  Evidence  of  the  forestalling  would  turn  up, 
&  complete  the  prosecution.  I  would  observe,  that  the  ordinance 
for  fixing  the  price  of  Whiskey  in  common  salp,  is  repealed  by  the 
Law  last  mentioned.  Tou  have  lately  been  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  the  act  concerning  Clothing  and  provisions,  you  will  there  find  the 
names  of  the  Commissioners,  who  are  ordered  to  obey  the  instructions 
of  Congress. 

G.  B.,  V.  P. 
Directed^ 

To  H'ble  President,  Board  of  War. 

Sent  by  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith. 


Qss.  RoBERDEAU  TO  V.  P.  G.  Bryan,  1778, 

York  Town,  Jan'y  27th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  but  time  to  forward  the  enclosed  which  came  to  hand  since 
my  letter  to  the  President  last  Evening,  as  it  relates  to  the  suli|eot 
then  treated  of  you'll  be  pkased  to  present  it  to  Council  with  my 
Bespeots.  Please  to  desire  any  friend  comming  Uiis  way  to  bring 
me  two  of  BUworth's  spelling  books  or  of  Gaud's.  I  am  of  the  eom- 
mitiee  to  revise  and  report  on  the  Commissarys  department,tand  I 
tinnk  it  probable  that  purchasers  will  be  appointed  in  each  State, 
therefore  I  repeat  my  request  to  Council  that  proper  persons  may  be 
recommended.  I  asked  in  my  letter  to  Council,  whether  Rob*  Tow- 
era  would  do,  I  now  desire  to  know  what  you  think  of  F.  Wade  and 
Mr.  Geo.  Kennedy,  as  purchasers  ?  I  should  be  glad  of  a  coDflrma- 
tion  of  the  Militia  in  Jersey,  tfiking  a  large  body  of  the  Enemy 
mentioned  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  who  I  expect  forward,  there* 
f  oire  do  not  write  him. 

I  am  respeetfally.  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  hum*  Serv*. 

DAN'L  ROBERDEAU.    ^ 
Directed, 

The  Hon^>*  George  Bryan,  Esq'.,  Lancaster. 

Favored  by  Mr.  W"  Bell,  York  Town,  D.  Roberdeau. 
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Pees,  of  Cohorbss  to  Pbbs.  Wharton*  1778. 

York  TowD,  27Ui  Janvarj,  1778- 

Sir,  •  '  ^ 

iDoWd  please  to  receive  an  Act  of  the  2Qtli  December^  for  bnng- 
ing  to  punishment  when  practicable,^  such  of  the  Inhabitanta  of  these 
States  as  have  join'd  or  who  shall  join  the  Enemy 

And  also  under  the  same  cover,  an  Act  of  the  2l8t  Inst.,  re!ativo 
to  the  treatment  of  Prisoners,  prefaced  by  a  recital  of  an  Act  of  the 
29  th  December,  together  with  five  Copies. 

Col".  Smith  has  this  Instant  bro*  in  Your  Excellency's  favour  of 
yesterday,  which  shall  be  presented  to  Congress  to  morrow. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  Regard,  Sir, 

Your  Exoellenc/s  most  obedient  Servt. 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
Presideat  of  GopgieaB. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President,  Penosyl- 
vania. 


GoL.  LuTTBRLOH  TO  Pbbs.  Whabtok,  1778. 

Bir, 

The  present  Situation  of  our  Army  requires  a  mat  Supply  of 
Wood,  fomce  and  Straw,  which  all  must  be  lirou^  (o  Oakp  by 
Teams,  to  woich  cornea  the  absolute  Neoeasby'to  have  allwaji  • 
good  dumber  of  Teams  in  Camp  to  be  ready  for  any  Servioe^  wUob 
often  are  necessary  to  be  executed  instantly.  All  our  Teama  wbkh 
have  Served  the  whole  Campaign,  are  in  such  a  Worn  out  Sitoation, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  have  the  above  Work  performed  with  them  ; 
besides,  all  our  Continental  horses  will  absolutely  be  lost,  if  oontiii* 
ued  in  this  Service  Duty ;  besides,  we  have  not  enough  to  perform 
all  the  Services  at  present.  -  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 
havinff  ordered  mo  to  apply  to  your  Bxoellency  for  the  following 
immediate  Supply  of  150  Wagffons,  with  4  horses,  for  the  Formgo 
Master  Qeneral  Department,  and  ISO  for  the  Quarter  Master  Generals. 
All  those  Waggons  could  be  loaded  in  their  different  Countys  with 
Fonage,  not  to  come  empty  up  to  Camp, — as  for  instance,  those  in 
Bucks  County  to  apply  for  loading  to  Coll*  Mark  Bird,  In  NorUi* 
ampton  County  to  Col''  Hooper,  in  Iiancaster  to  Georff  Robs,  Esq.', 
and  in  the  other  Countys  to  the  Comissarys  appointed  by  thie  State. 
All  will  be  paid  for  the  fomge  they  ooUeot  by  Col'*  Biddle.    AU 
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iheae  Waggons  to  proceed  directly  to  damp,  and  there  io  remain  till 
released  by  an  equal  number.  Toor  ExoeU.  will  be  pleased  to  assist 
the  Army  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  above  reqnested  nnmber  of 
Teams,  as  we  are  in  the  greatest  need  of  them,  and  in  Case  of  Emer* 
genoy  Cannot  remove  to  or  from  the  Enemy  without  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect, 

Your  Excel,  most  obd*  hbl.  Seryt. 

J.  H.  LUTTERLOH  * 
Col.  &  Dep.  Quar.  Mast.  Qeneral. 
Valley  Forge,  Jan'y  28, 1778. 


John  Hakris  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Paxton,  Jan'ry  29th,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer,  Collonel  Wflliam  MoEleary,  is  an  honest  man,  &  a 
true  friend  to  the  Glorious  cause  of  Liberty,  Going  down  for  Aid  to 
Defend  our  Frontiers  ag*  the  Enoroaohments  of  the  Savages.  I  am 
of  Oppinion,  that  the  Indians  will  take  an  active  part  next  Spring, 
(for  or  a^  us)  as  their  Young  men  dent  understand  Acting;  as  Neu- 
trals in  time  of  Warr,  and  unless  they,  the  Western  Indians,  Deli- 
T«rs  up  Hosta^  to  the  United  States  Immediately,  or  sends  a 
Number  of  their  Warriors  to  our  Camp  to  Join  us,  we  may  Depend 
on  an  Indian  Warr  takeing  place  ag*  us,  &  Ought  to  prepare  for  it  as 
well  as  our  present  Curoumstances  will  admitt,  a  Defensive  Wait  ag^ 
Savages  will  never,  doe  the  needfuU. 

However  prudent  &  necessary  it  inay  be  to  Grant  assistance  to 
several  parts  of  the  fjoontiers,  &c.,  at  particular  times,  and  when  we 
are  assured  that  a  General  Indiiin  Warr  will  take  place,  we  must  at- 
tack them  in  their  Own  Country,  (at  all  hazards.)  If  a  French  Warr 
takes  place,.  I  hope  we  may  be  eased  of  an  Indian  Warr,  which  will 
be' a  Great  Mercy.  I  make  free  to  Give  your  honor  my  sentiments 
of  the  times,  &  Concludes 

Tour  honors  most 

obed^  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  HARRIS. 

JHreeted, 

To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun^,  &o.,  at  Lancaster. 
Fav*  with  Collo"  McAleary. 

•  "  '       *  J9eej»ge  212.    Also,  GoL  Bee,  Vol.  XI.^p.  409,,  • 
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CoiTNciL  TO  Waqoh  Mastkks,  1778. 

In  Gonnoil;  Lancaster,  Jannary  29, 1778. 
Sir,  . 

Application  has  been  made  to  Council  for  a  large  nnmBer  of  Wag* 
gons  for  Seryioe  at  the  Gamp,  where  thej  are  greatly  wanted.  Yon 
are  therefore  hereby  ordered  immediately  to  procure  and  Send  to 
Head  Quarters  —  Waggons,  with  four  horses,  and  a  driver  to  each 
Waggon,  directed  to  the  care  of  Colonel  Lutterloh,  Deputy  Quarter 
Master  General. 

It  is  ordered  that  these  Waggons  go  to  Camp  loaded  with  forage. 
You  are  therefore  to  apply  to  Commissioneis 

of  Provbions  and  forage  of  your  county,  and  obtain  a  load  of  forage 
accordingly.  If  money  is  wanted  by  the  Commissioners  for  this 
purpose,  they  are  to  draw  on  Colonel  Biddle  for  it.  But  if  any  of 
the  Waggons  can  procure  a  load  of  forage  near  home,  it  is  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  Commissioners. 

You  may  assure  the  people  of  your  county,  that  the  Waggons  now 
called  into  Service  will  be  relieved  in  due  time,  and  for  this  &  other 
purposes,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  make  out  and  forward  immedi- 
ately the  list  of  Waggons  of  your  County,  agreable  to  the  Act  of 
Assembly. 

Lancaster  Waggons  to  call  on  Col'l  Boss  for  the  forage. 

Berks,  do.  on  Col'l  Mark  Bird. 

Northampton  do.  on  Col'l  Hooper. 

In  these  there  is  aded  directions  to  apply  to  these  Gent,  for  the 
forage ;  But  if,  &c.,  as  above,  then  the  Commissioners  are  to  draw  on 
Con  Biddle. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Atleb  to  his  Brother,  1778. 

Pray,  my  dear  Brother,  how  comes  it  that  Congress,  by  their  re- 
solve, relating  to  the  two  emissions  of  May,  1777,  &  April,  1778, 
have  set  the  Country  in  such  a  ferment,  &  given  room  for  a  stet  of 
speculating  People  who  are  Enemys  to  the  real  good  of  their  Coun- 
try, to  take  occasion  from  it  to  depreciate  the  value  of  those  two 
Emissions  in  the  manner  they  have  done,  &  are  now  daily  doing.-— 
Mr.  Henry  Jcistnow  tells  me  that  there  are  a  set  of  them  here  very  busy 

,in  tida  matter;  that  by  their  management  within  this  Day  or  two  it  is 
rendered  twenty  five  %  Ct.  worse  than -the  other  Emissions,  whi<A 
God  Icnows  were  sunk  low  enough  before.  The  principal  Hand  here 
who  busy  themselves,  he  says,  are  Jn"  Musser,  Jn'  Witmer,  Baker 
Hertzer,  &  (to  my  surprize)  Wirtz  &  Lowman ;  that  they  exchange 

•it  at  twenty  five  ^  Ct.  discoont,  &  woni  take  it  in  payment  for  any 

*  See  page  210. 
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ArtiolM  mihM  that  ailowaooei  &  oar  Butcheny  Bakers  k  Fanners 
begin  to  refose  it  intirely,  owing  to  the  Story's  propagated  about  it. 
Most  people,  who  have  this  Money,  either  loose  a  fonrth  of  it  or 
starve  7  &  when  the  time  eomes  for  exchanging  it,  most  they  spend 
half  the  yalne  of  the  little  they  have  in  talong  it  to  Philad*  to  place 
it  in  the  office  f  k  after  that  wait  sixty  Days  &  attend  a  second  time 
for  payment  1  Indeed,  I  think  the  resolve  is  not  one  of  the  wisest, 
&  wish  to  see  these  Evils  speedily  remedied.  Mr.  Henry  tells  me  that 
Billy  Wirtz  returned  here  yesterday  from  Fhilad%  &  reports  that 
the  Merchants,  or  rather  Hucksters,  of  Philad%  are  playing  Uie  same 
Game  there.  Surely,  Congress  can  call  in  these  or  any  other  Emis- 
sions in  a  manner  less  injurious  to  the  Country.  I  am  so  angrv  at 
this  affair  that  I  hardly  know  what  I  write,  &  so  vexed  at  the  daily 
schemes  for  depreciating  of  our  Currency,  that^  I  sometimes  think 
we  dont  deserve  the  liberty  we  have  been  contending  for,  while  such 
miscreants  are  suffered  to  breath  among  us ;  &  indeed,  I  cant  help 
thinking  that  the  Congress's  own  Servants,  such  as  Quarter  Masters, 
Commissarys  of  purchase,  &c.,  do  as  much  injury  to  it  as  any  other 
speculators — for,  the  more  they  lay  out  or  charge  for  articles  which 
themselves  have  ingrossed,  the  more  are  their  Commissions. 


Lbwis  Nicola  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778, 

8', 

When  I  left  Trenton,  Mr.  Crispin  not  being  there,  I  left  an  order 
with  my  wife  for  the  rations  duerto  me,  she  informs  me  that  he  told 
iier,  as  he  used  to  pay  me  by  an  order  from  the  Pennsylvania  Board 
of  War,  which  no  longer  existed,  he  could  not  now,  without  an 
order  from  your  Excellency,  which  I  request  you  will  desire  Col. 
Matlack  to  send  me. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  respect, 
S',  your  most  hum*«  and 

Obed'  Serv*. 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
Easton,  Jan.  SOth,  1778. 

Directed,  4i 

To  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennqrlvania^  at  Lancaster. 
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Board  op  Wak  to  Pbb8.  Whamon,  1778, 

War  Office,  30tli  Jan>,  1778- 
Sir, 

By  direotien  of  the  Board  of  War,  I  transmit  jour  Ezoellencji 
their  recommendation  in  favour  of  Snsign  Rassell,  who  was  wound- 
ed at  the  Brandiwine  just  at  the  time  he  was  on  the  point  of  promo* 
tlon.  The  Board  beg  leaye  to  interest  themselves  in  behalf  of  this 
young  maUi  who,  by  all  aoconnts  behaved  well|  and  is  highly  de0e^ 
ying  Notice.  It  is  out  of  their  power  to  do  any  thing  more  than 
recommend,  as  the  appointments  lie  with  the  States  to  which  the 
Officers  respectively  belong,.  As  Mr.  Russell,  by  the  loss  of  his 
lieg,  is  rendered  incapable  of  further  field  Duty,  the  Board  are  of 
opinion  he  may,  with  a  great  deal  of  propriety,  be  excepted  from  the 

Sneral  recommendation  of  Congress  to  the  several  States,  to  refrain 
>m  appointing  officers  in  their  respective  battalions.  The  whole  is, 
^ith  the  greatest  submission,  referr  d  to  your  Excellency  &  GounciL 
I  have  the  honor  to.be 

Your  Ebcoellenoyi  most 

ob'  hum.  Serv*. 
JOSEPH  NOtRSE,  D.  S. 

•  At  a  Board  of  War,  y*  20th  January,  1778, 

Ordered, 

'That  ihh  ease  ot^  Ensign  Russel  be  recommended  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  Pennsilvania,  who  are  requested  to  allow  him 
the  pay  of  a  wounded  Lieutenant,  as  he  would  have  been  promoted 
to  that  Bank  in  the  common  course  of  Service,  had  he  not  met  with 
the  misfortune  of  losing  his  Leg,  which  should  rather  accelerate  than 
retard  his  promotion  or  Interest. 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  8. 


Gbn.  Robbrdbau  to  Pkbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778, 

•  York  Town,  Janr  80%  1778.  * 

Sir, 

This  day  a  Letter  from  Oen^  Washington  to  the  Board  of  War 
was  before  Congress,  respecting  their  detention  of  the  British 
Officers  and  Waggons,*  of  which  he  disapproved,  as  it  waa  a  measure 

*  S«e  page  216. 
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itiplilaled  betwixt  Urn  k  Qeo}  Howe ;  nor  does  be  dia^prore  the 
ttwmber  of  men  m  tbe  eMort,  »lthoiigh  it  exoeeda  the  stipolatioii,  ie 
he  thhkkB  thej  were  u  few  u  might  be  expected  on  the  ooouioD| 
therefbfe  they  are  ordered  to  prooeed  w^  their  charge.  The  Letter 
waa  returned  to  the  Board  of  War  with  Inatractiona  to  enquire  into 
the.Oondact  of  the  eaoort  in  oar  State,  and  I  anpnoae  yon.  will  l)e 
applied  to.  Thia  brought  on  aome  debate  and  a  Resolution  approving 
^onr  oonduot)  bat  as  it  did  not  toach  the  main  point  the  indecent 
interference  of  the  two  Members  of  Congress,  they  being  absent, 
the  plaudit  was  at  least  suspended  by  the  previous  question.  How- 
ever  the  sense  of  the  House  was  Yerj  appearant,  particularly  respect- 
ing your  proceedure  against  the  three  Waggoners,  who  it  was  hoped 
would' be  Drought  to  condign  punishment,  and  it  was  the  earnest 
d€«dre  tb  Uie  delegates  of  this  State,  that  you  should  be  acquainted 
therewith,  therefore  I  am  so  particular  in  this  relation,  although  I 
think  it  unnecessary.  Our  State  opposed  the  Besolutiou)  informing 
Congress  we  sought  no  Compliment  but  justice.  I  hope  you  wiU 
not  forget  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  Letter  found  on  the 
Serjeant.  I  must  not  omit  'mentioning  that  your  Letter  on  thQ 
Bubjeot  did  the  State  great  honor,  and  extorted  a  compliment  from  a 
quarter  least  expected,  and  the  President  desired  me  to  allow  him  to 
take  a  Copy.  While  I  write,  ipuch  interrupted  by  Congress,  I  am 
informed  that  you  have  taken  up  seven  retailers  of  Counterfeit 
money,  this  opp^^  I  hope  will  not  be  omitted  to  do  justice  to  our 
injured  causf^  which  at  the  same  time  will  stronglv  mark  the  pro- 
priety of  Congress  in  the  late  B^ves  requiring  the  payment  of  al) 
provisions  either  in  kind  or  in  gold  and  suver. 
I  am  respectfiallyi 
Sir, 

Y*  most  ob*  hum'le  Serv't, 

DANIEL  ROBERDBAU. 
jDtreeted, 

Hia  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Com^ 
moBwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

Torkl!dwn,        1 

Dan^  Boberdeau*  ) 


Resolutiok  op  Cokqress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Jan^  80«S  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  26%  from  General  Washington,  directed  to  Qeneral 
Ghites, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  Board  of  War.    That 
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the  Board  be  direeted  to  eoqnire  minutely  into  ike  number  k  Btnk 
of  the  OommiBBioQed  ft  non-Oommiaeioned  Offioen,  who  htye  oome 
out  of  Philada.  with  Oioathing  for  the  Prisonen  taken  from  the 
Enemy ;  and  into  the  condnct  of  all  the  persons  who  eompose  ihe 
Bsoort,  whilst  they  have  been  on  the  Boute^  and  that  they  report 
epecially  to  Gongressi  the  resnlt  of  their  enquiry.  , 

(Oopy.)    Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Board  of  War  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  Jan^^  SI**,  1778. 

Sir, 

Enclosed  you  have  an  Order  of  Congress,  directing  the  Board  to 
collect  the  Facts,  relative  to  the  Conduct  of  the  Party  who  attended 
the  Cloathing  intended  for  the  British  prisoners,  and  who  were 
stopped  at  Lancaster,  in  Pursuance  of  the  Directions  of  Congresa  to 
the  Board,  as  many  circumstances  appeared  against  them.  But  as 
it  was  left  to  His  Excellency  General  Washington's  further  Direo- 
tions,  and  it  turns  out  that  they  had  Passports  from  him,  these 
Passports  ought  to  be  religiously  adhered  to,  unless  the  Party  has 
violated  their  Faith,  by  behaving  improperly,  which  are  Circum- 
stances the  General  could  not  be  informed  of,  ft  he  has  therefore 
directed  them  to  be  discharged.  The  Cloathing  was  seized  because 
express  Information  was  given  that  General  Howe  had  refused  to 
suffer  us  to  purchase  Cloathing  for  our  Prisoners  in  Philadelphia — 
but  General  Washington  is  of  opinion  that  he  has  taken  a  sufficient 
Mode  of  retaliating  this  Piece  of  Cruelty,  by  ordering  Provisions 
not  to  be  purchased  among  us,  until  General  Howe  beoomes  more 
just.  I  am  to  request  the  Favour  of  you  to  collect  all  the  evidenoes 
with  regard  to  this  matter,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Officers  ft  Party,  and  send  the  Proofs  to  this  Board  in  Pursu- 
ance of  the  Resolve  of  Congress,  that  if  any  thing  has  been  done  by 
them  not  Justifiable  by  the  rules  of  War,  the  General  may  be 
informed  of  it,  for  his  future  Government,  as  to  any  Dispute  which 
may  arise  on  the  part  of  the  £nemy  on  the  Subject. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  Excellency's 
most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

,  HORATIO  GATES, 

President. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq'. 
♦Seepage 200,  201,200. 
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Deposition  of  GsoBaB  Stbwabt,  1778. 

LaDcaster^  January  31st^  1778. 
Before  me  William  Henry,  Esqnire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylyania,  personally  came  George 
Stewart,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Coknel  in  the  militia  of  Lancaster  County 
aforesaid,  who  heing  duly  sworn  on  the  holy  evangelists  of  Almighty 
Qod;  doth  depose  and  say — ^That  yesterday  evening  after  night,  a 
son  of  Humphrey  FuUertons'  came  to  house  of  this  deponent  and 
told  him  that  there  were  two  british  soldiers  who  said  they  belonged 
to  the  british  light  horse  at  his  fathers  house.  That  they  had  insulted 
Mrs.  Fullerton  his  aunt,  who  had  sent  him  (her  nephew)  for  thia 
deponent.  That  he  this  deponent  immediately  took  his  gun  and  went 
over  to  Mrs.  Fullerton's  about  a  mile  from  the  great  road  where  he 
found  the  two  soldiers,  and  upon  examining  them  found  they  were 
two  Serjeants  who  had  come  up  with  a  flag  to  Lancaster,  and  had 
left  Lancaster  with  the  flag  to  return  to.  Philadelphia. 

That  he  there  learnt  from  Mrs.  Fullerton,  that  when  they  came 
there  they  said  they  belonged  to  the  british  light  horse,  that  she 
asked  them  what  they  wanted,  and  why  they  came  there,  to  which 
they  answered  that  she  ''  should  know  by  and  by,''  and  asked  her 
for  some  whiskey  and  after  that  for  cyder.  That  one  of  them  putting 
his  hand  on  her  shoulder,  desired  her  not  to  be  afraid,  but  to  sit 
down  with  them.  That  a  Miss  Johnston  happening  to  be  at  the 
bouse,  was  about  going  home,  when  they  desired  her  not  to  hurry, 
but  wait  a  little,  and  they  would  go  with  her.  This  deponent  asked 
them  how  they  came  to  leave  the  flag  and  go  so  far  out  of  their  way ; 
to  which  they  answered  that  they  did  not  expect  to  find  any  persons 
in  that  part  of  the  country  who  would  interrupt  them.  That  this 
deponent  was  informed  they  liad  proceeded  with  the  flag  as  far  as  the 
Sign  of  the  hat,  and  then  returned  back  on  the  road  towards  Lan- 
caster to  one  Pinkertons  where  they-bought  a  couple  of  fowls.  That 
they  again  returned  to  the  hat,  and  afterwards  as  they  themselves 
informed  him,  went  off  a  considerable  distance  to  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  were  at  several  farms  before  they  came  to  FuUertons.  The 
deponent  says  when  he  took  them,  they  acknowledged  they  had  done 
wrong  in  leaving  the  flag  and  deserved  to  be  looked  on  as  prisoners, 
and  hoped  he  would  treat  Ihem  mercifully.  That  one  of  them  told 
him  that  the  other  who  is  a  Scotchman  had  said  he  had  a  correspon- 
dent in  that  part  of  the  country,  whom  he  wanted  to  see  but  upon 
speaking  to  the  Sootohman,  about  that  matter  he  denied  his  having 
any  corespondent  there — And  after  that  the  Irishman  took  the  de- 
ponent aside  and  told  him  he  intended  to  desert,  and  further  saith 
not. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  )  GEORGE  STEWART,  L.  0. 

before  me  ) 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 

A  true  Copy. 
Vol.  VI.— 10 
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Jambs  Young  to  T.  Matlack,  Esq.,  1778. 

Easion,  Slat  Jan>,  1778. 
Sir, 

Sinco  I  wrote  you  last  of  the  25th  Inst.,  Colonel  Hooper  is  retorn'd 
here  from  CoDgress,  he  informed  me  that  he  has  full  Power  to  im- 
press Waggons  as  usnal^  notwithstanding  the  late  aet  of  Assemblj, 
I  requested  to  see  his  authority,  a  copy  of  which  I  hereby  inclose  yon 
which  I  beg  you  will  lay  before  Council,  I  also  request  you  will 
acquaint  Council  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  Cloathing  has  been 
collected  in  this  County,  in  consequence  of  the  ordinance  of  Council, 
of  the  8  th  Noy'i  last,  and  Deliver  d  into  the  care  of  Mr.  Leyers,  till 
further  orders  from  Council  to  whom  they  are  to  be  deUver'd  k  by 
whom  they  are  to  be  paid  for;  What  directions  Council  may  gi?e,  I 
beg  you  may  acquaint  Mr.  Levers  with^  being  very 
Bespectfnlly 
Sir, 

your  yery  obed* 

humble  Serv^ 

JAS.  YOUNG. 

Directed, 

On  Public  Service. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  State  of  Fennsyt 
vania,  Lancaster. 

^  Post. 


Joseph  Rbbd  to  Prbbipent  Wharton,  1773. 

Camp  at  Valley  Forge,  Peb^  1, 1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Rzpeotation  of  seeing  you  at  Laneaster  has  prevented  ny 
oontinuing  our  Autumn  Correspondence.  I  am  now  attending  tbs 
Committee  of  Congress  for  the  Beform  &  He-establishment  of  the 
Army ;  an  Heroalean  Work,  I  do  assure  you,  in  which  Difficulties 
daily  ocenr,  tho'  I  hope  not  insurmountable.  It  would  be  mack 
beyond  the  Limits  of  a  Letter  to  enumerate  them,  &  indeed  in  Hat- 
ters of  general  Concern  it  would  be  fruitless,  for  a  general  Evil  can 
only  be  cured  by  a  general  Remedy.  Bat  there  are  some  Events  so 
immediately  interesting  to  this  State,  &  within  the  Beach  of  its 
Assistance;  that  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  mention  them.    The  Inter- 
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eonrse  lietireen  the  Coontry  &  the  Town  hu  produced  all  'the  Gon- 
seqaences  foreseen  by  many  in  the  beginning  of  the  Winter, — ^The 
Supply  of  ProTisions  to  reomit  and  refresh  our  Enemies ;  I  count 
the  least  pernicious.  The  Minds  of  the  Inhabitants  are  seduced, 
their  Principles  tainted,  &  opposition  enfeebled;  a  familiarity  with 
the  £nemy  lessens  their  Abhorrence  of  them  &  their  Measures.—- 
even  good  Whigs  begin  to  think  Peace  at  some  Ezpence  deeirable 
The  Currency  for  20  miles  round  the  Town  stagnates;  the  Hope  of 
getting  to  Market  with  their  Produce  induces  them  to  keep  it  back, 
A  deny  they  have  it  The  Bope  of  checking  it  by  continental 
Troops  I  give  over,  they  are  so  few  in  Number,  stand. so  much  in 
Neid  of  Refreshment,  &  those  upon  the  Duty  have  hi  many  instances 
proved  so  corruptible  that  we  should  delude  ourselves  if  we  depended 
upon  their  Exertions.  There  needs  no  stronger  Proof  of  this  than 
that  the  Intercourse  on  this  side  the  Schuylkill,  tho'  on  acc^  of  the 
Biver  more  easy  of  Interruption,  is  the  greatest  I  see  plainly,  that 
unless  it  is  committed  wholly  to  the  Militia,  nothing  ^ectual  can 
be  done.  I  doubt  not  there  will  be  many  Abuses,  but,  in  my  Judg- 
ment, no  partial  Evil  arising  from  them  is  to  be  compared  to  the 
extensive  mischief  of  the  present  Mode.  I  think  too,  it  would 
receive  a  Check,  if  by  Proclamation  it  was  notified  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants  that  under  some  severe  Penalty  they  should  not  go  into  the 
City  on  any  Pretence  whatever,  without  Leave  obtained  from  the 
Lieu**  of  the  County  or  his  Deputies ;  this  Indulgence  to  be  grants! 
to  no  Men  on  any  Pretext  who  had  not  taken  the  Oath  to  the  State; 
&  when  Women  made  application  they  must  act  according  to  their 
Discretion.  Another  Check  in  this  Case  would  be,  that  all  Papers 
or  Perihits  should  be  printed  with  Blanks  for  the  Name,  &  to  be 
deliyered  up  to  the  Guard  when  they  have  passed.  Infantry  alone 
I  fear  would  not  be  equal  to  the  Duty ;  ^t  this  might  be  soon 
remedied,  as  I  am  8ure%  there  are  a  Number  of  young  Fellows  of 
[Reputation  that  would  soon  form  atlorps  to  act  in  Conjunction  with 
the  Foot  The  Enemy  have  formed  a  Corps  of  Country  Light 
Horse,  under  one  Jacob  James,  that  has  already  been  very  mie- 
chievons,  &  will  be  more  so.  No  Person  conspicuous  in  civil  and 
military  Life  not  with  the  Army,  or  at  a  great  Distance,  will  be  safe, 
if  some  Body  of  the  same  kind  is  not  soop  raised  for  the  Ph)teotion 
of  its  Citizens.  Horse  k  Foot  should  act  together  to  be  efficacious, 
&  you  may  depend  upon  it.  the  Continental  Horse  k  Foot  Militia 
will  not  harmonize.  That  you  .will  come  into  it  after  some  Time  I 
have  no  Doubt,  but  if  you  delay  it  I  have  no  Doubt  in  the  Course 
of  this  Spring  you  will  lose  some  of  your  best  Citizens.  This  has 
been  the  Case  in  Jersey,  where  some  of  their  members  of  the  Le^s- 
lature  are  now  languishing  in  the  Gaols  of  New  York.  Fifty,  with 
a  proportion  of  good  Officers,  will  be  quite  sufficient  I  have  not 
Imcu  able  to  think  of  any  new  Regulations  for  the  Militia  which  are 
practicable  in  our  present  Situation ;  the  System  in  the  main  is  a 
good  one.    Defects;  in  my  opinion;  do  not  proceed  so  much  from 
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the  Plan  (except  the  Ohoioe  of  Offieen)  u  from  the  Wint  of  oob* 

rtent  PenoDS  to  ezecate  it.  While  onr  State  is  the  Seat  of  War, 
I  fear  it  will  be  so  for  some  Time,  the  Militia  will  be  called  for 
frequently  A^^largely ;  it  improves,  I  think,  every  Day,  &  I  am  per- 
faaded  will  in  Time  be  as  good  aa  any  of  its  neighbonrs.  Ton 
mast  not  judge  of  it  altogether  by^  the  Report  of  GootineDtal 
Officers ;  it  is  fashionable  to  blame  them,  &  it  is  sometimes  carried 
to  a  blameable  length. 

The  State  of  our  Army  in  respect  to  the  Force  &  Numbers  has 
kept  us  much  employed.  It  appeared  to  me  highly  reasonable  that 
the  Quota  of  this  State,  fixed  before  there  was  any  Invasion  &  with 
the  Capital  in  our  Possession,  should  now  be  lowered,  &  1  have  got 
it  reduced  from  12  to  10  in  our  Estimate.  I  should  have  got  it  to 
8,  if  in  the  Correspondence  with  the  Oeueral  the  Idea  of  keeping  up 
the  whole  number  had  not  been  preserved.  I  intended  to  have  gone 
farther  into  this  as  well  as  some  other  Matters^  if  the  QenUeniaa 
who  is  to  be  the  Bearer  of  this  Letter  did  not  press  me  to  finiah. 
But  I  cannot  close  without  suggesting  to  your  Consideration  the 
Necessity  of  forming  some  Plan  of  ezecutiug  the  'Law  for  Snpplj  of 
Provisions.  It  appears  clearly  to  me  that,  however  well  intended, 
the  Law  will  have  no  Effect  if  two  Persons  are  to  exeonte  it  for  a 
whole  County.  I  have  thought  sometimes  a  Revival  of  Committees 
will  have  a  very  good  Effect — to  some  Purposes  I  am  sore  it  irill— 
but  it  may  be  perverted  from  its  Design. 

It  is  in  vain  to  look  for  any  attempt  upon  the  City,  under  the 
most  favourable  Circumstances  in  other  Bespecte,  if  ProvisioiM  are 
not  procured.  We  are  assured  that  the  Army  have  not  now,  nor 
ever  had  more  than  4  days  stock  before  hand  for  their  |»re8ent 
numbers.  Ton  will  easily  judge  the  Consequence  of  bringing  a 
great  Body  toeether  under  present  Prospect. 

I  must  conclude,  or  my  Paper  will  not  give  me  Boom  to  say  with 
what  Bespect  k  Begard 

I  am  D*  Sir, 

Tour  obed.  Hble.  Serv. 

JOS.  BEED. 

Indcned. — From  Hon.  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  reo'd  Feb.  4, 1778. 


Col.  Clbm,  Biddlb  to ,  1778* 

^      „.  Uwchland,  2d  Pebiy,  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  '  ^^ 

I  received  your  favour  30th  Jany,  I  shall,  with  Colonel  Lutterlob, 
write  to  James  Young,  Esquire,  waggon  master  General,  relative 
to  the  waggons,  &  in  the  mean  time  request  the  favour  of  you  to 
hasten  any  orders  that  maybe  necessary  to  forward  them,  as  we 
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Bfaall  suffer  if  not  epeedily  snpfplied.  We  have  adopted  tbe  rates  of 
hire  as  fixed  by  this  state.  I  pay  all  waggons  in  the  Forage  De- 
partment, 80s.  ^  day,  k  £nd  them  in  Rations  &  Forage ;  I  allow  ' 
them  a  reasonable  time  foi^  returning  home,  &  believe  they  will  be 
satisfied ;  any  other  mode  yon  recommend  I  will  pay  the  utmost 
attention  to. 

Sinoe  I  wrote  you  last,  the  Sobuylkil  has  been  so  high,  as  to 
prevent  my  sending  the  waggons  to  Mr.  Bmlen's  but  I  shall  not 
omit  it  when  they  can  pass. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Sir,  your  mo.  Obed.  Servt, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


TflE  Examination  of  Hbnrt  Mansin, 

taken  y  2*  Feby,  1778,  and  subscribed  before  me,  W.  Henry.. 

Says  he  is  a  Prussian,  bom  at  Pruse  menin— left  Prussia  about 
eight  years  agoe,  &  -went  to  London— staid  there  about  two  years, 
and  came  to  Philadelphia  from  London — lived  about  a  year  in 
Philadelphia  with  Peter  Meerkin,  a  sugar  Baker — ^went  from  Philad* 
to  Jamaica,  and  from  thence  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  traded  on 
the  Catawba  River— lived  about  a  year  and  a  half  there,  till  the  dis- 
turbanoes  happened  there,  and  after  the  rising  of  the  People  at 
Ninety-six,  went  with  Jn*.  Stuart,  Superintendant  of  Indian  affairs, 
to  Augustine.-  At  Augustine  he  got  a  Commissbn  as  Captain  of  a 
Company  of  Rangers  in  the  King  of  England's  service— held  that 
Commission  abo*  six  months  &  then  sold  it  to  one  James  Johnston- 
went  from  thence  in  eompany  with  Commissary  Mcintosh  to  Pen« 
sacola,  where  he  lived  with  &  did  business  for  M'.  Superintendant 
Stnart-Hitaid  there  about  three  Months  and  then  came  round  in  the 
Phoenix  man  of  war  to  New  York— arrived  at  New  York  in  August, 
1777— about  six  weeks  after  his  arrival  at  New  York  he  received  a 
Commission  from  Gen^  Howe  as  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  of  y* 
Queen's  Rangers,  of  which  Samuel  Anderson  ^late  of  y*  Eastern 
Shore  Maryland,)  is  Captain,  in  Colonel  Atkins's  Battalion— came 
with  Gen^  Howe  to  the  head  of  Cheasapeake,  &  marched  with  him 
to  Philad*.— that  he  is  still  a  Lieutenant  in  that  Battalion,  &  hath 
left  his  Commission  in  Philad*.— that  about  six  weeks  agoe  in  Phila* 
delphia,  he  got  acquainted  there  with  one  Englehart  Holtsinger— 
that  being  at  Gen^  Howe's  head  quarters,  on  business  with  Gen'. 
Howe  &  Major  Balfour,  the  said  Englehart  Holtsinger  came  in  &  in  the 
course  of  Conversation  mentioned  that  he  lived  in  Lancaster  County, 
a  few  miles  from  Lancaster— That  the  major  asked  Holtsinger  if  he 
oonld  not  get  some  good  sprightly  horses  in  that  part  of  the  Country 
— that  Holtsinger  told  hin^  he  could,  &  it  was  then  proposed  & 
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•grted  that  this  BzamiiiEnt&  H^ltainger  should  set  off  oa  tliat  ] 
ne6iH-4hat  two  days  after  that  they  set  off^  having  reeeiTed  instrac- 
tions  from  Major  Balfour  to  ^purchase  Horses  in  this  pari  of  the 
Oountryi  but  not  to  go  higher  than  sixteen  guineas  for  fine  sfarited 
Horses— Uiose  whioh  they  got  from  the  Friends  of  Government  they 
were  to  pay  for,  but  if  they  found  any  that  would  suit  among  the 
Bebels  they  were  to  take  them  at  any  rate  &;  they  should  be  paid  for 
them — that  they  oame  by  Chester  &  Darby^  &  stopt  at  John  Rine'si 
&  staid  there  an  Hour  or  two  &  then  went  to  George  Bine's^  from 
whence  Holtsinger  went  home— That  the  next  day  he  went  to  Holt- 
sineer's  in  company  with  Michael  Rine,  a  son  of  George  Rine — that 
Holtsinger  returned  with  him  to  John  Rine's  and  John  Rine  went 
with  him,  this  examinant,  to  buy  a  Horse  from  Oberley,  a  Brother 
in  law  of  said  John  Rine's — that  John  Rine  knew  the  examinant's 
Business/ &  that  the  Horse  was  to  be  purchased  for  Gen^  Howe's 
use — ^That  John  Rine  sold  the  same  to  Oberley,  who  sold  him,  this 
Examinant,  the  Horse  for  £100  Congress  Money,  on  which  John 
Rine  then  engaged  to  pay  him  in  eight  Days'  time — ^that  he  took 
the  Horse  with  &  put  him  in  John  Rine's  stable — ^Tbat  the  next 
I>ay  he,  this  Examinant,  &  Englehardt  Holtsinger  ft'Wendle  Meyer 
went  together  to  one,  Goorge  Bare's,  about  two  Miles  from  Rine's 
Mill,  to  buy  a  Horse  of  him— that  he  bought  a  horse  of  said  Bare  for 
twenty-five  Pounds  hard  money,  of  which  he  (the  Exam^  pnid  him 
£7  5  0  in  Silver  &  Gold-^&  next  day  sent  nim  by  John  Meyer 
{ Wendle's  Brother)  as  much  more  hard  Money  as  made  up  £16  5  0 
A  the  rest  he  was  to  send  by  Holtsinger — &  John  Meyer  bcoogbt 
him  the  Horse-^that  John  Meyer  knew  the  Horse  was  fat  tbe 
Enem/s  use — ^that  the  Day  following,  in  the  afternoon,  he,  this 
Examinant,  with  Englehart  Holtsinger,  Wendle  Meyer  ft  Joseph 
Bower,  sett  off  from  John  Rine's  for  Philad*. — went  by  the  (hp  & 
Darby— called  at  Welsh's  Tavern,  who  knew  they  were  going  to 
Philad*.,  k  got  to  Philad*.  the  day  after— when  they  came  to 
Schuylkill  they  oame  up  with  two  Men,  who  said  they  lived  in  Lan- 
oaster  County  and  had  one  of  the  Hessian  Prisoners  (a  Yager)  with 
them— -whom  they  said  they  had  brought  from  Laneaster  County,  ft 
whom  they  left  with  the  Hessiair  Guard  at  Schuylkill— that  the 
Name  of  one  of  those  Men  is,  he  thinks,  Abraham.Bare,ft  the  other 
Abraham  Longenecker — that  they  all  went  in  together  to  Philad*., 
ft  stopt  at  the  sign  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  in  Market  streetp— ft  frosi 
thence  went  to  the  sign  of  the  Gt>lden  Swann  in  Third  street,  where 
they  all  lodged — they  were  all  together  at  John  Wistar^s,  where 
John  ft  they  conversed  on  these  matters  ft  about  Wistai's  Friends  in 
this  part  of  the  Country — That  Wendle  Meyer  rode  one  *  of  the 
Horses  down — ft  staid  in  Philad*.  2  or  3  Days  ft  then  retoraed 
home — ^That  Bower,  he  understood,  inlisted  in  Fhilad*.  in  the  light 
Horse,  ft  Longeneck^*,  he  heard,  staid  ft  drove  a  Team  there— That  in 
ubout  eight  Days  after,  tbat  is  about  two  weeks  agoe,  this  Exami- 
nant ft  Holtsinger  set  off  again  to  purchase  ft  get  Horses^  ft  Baie 
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came  with  them,  having  fresh  orders  from  Major  Balfour — ^That 
they  all  came  together  to  George  Bine's — ^from  whence  Bare  went 
home,  which  he  said  was  ahoat  eleven  miles  from  Rine's — Ik  Holt- 
ringer  went  home — ^Examinant  staid  at  Rine's  all  Night — ^told  Rine 
he  was  come  np  again  to  buy  Horses  for  Oen^  How&— that  Rine 
offered  to  sell  him  some,  &  went  with  him  to  the  stables,  but  had 
none  that  suited — ^That  the  next  morning  he  went  to  Holtsinger'sy 
who  went  with  him  to  Vincent  Meyer's  &  boaght  a  Horse  from  s* 
Meyer's  son  for  £12  0  0,  hard  money,  which  Holtringer  was  to  pay 
him  in  about  8  Days  or  a  fortnight — went  from  thence  to  Conrad 
Holtsinger's,  where  Englehardt  lived,  k  put  the  Horse  in  his  Stable- 
that  Conrad  Holtsinger  knew  that  the  Examinant  had  bought  this 
Horse  for  the  Enemy,  &  was  up  here  on  that  BusinesB — That  the 
Day  following  Englehart  Holtsinger  &  Exam^  went  to  the  Widow 
Tunt/s  &  bought  a  Horse  from  her  for  £20  0  0,  hard  money, 
which  Englehart  Holtsinger  engaged  to  pay  her  in  a  fortnight — that 
he  took  this  Horse  to  Conrad  Holtsinger's  &  put  him  in  his  Stables 
with  the  other— thai  the  same  Evening  he  took  the  Horses  from 
Holtsinger's,  &  Englehart  Holtsinger  A  he  went  together  with  the 
Horses  to  John  Rine's,  &  put  them  in  his  stables — that  Joseph  Rode 
&  Adam  Rode  were  then  there  ft  knew  the  business  that  the  Exami- 
nant was  upon,  ft  one  of  them,  to  witj  Adam  Rode,  was  to  have 
gone  with  him  to  Philad*— that  Eng^  Holtsinger  ft  Exam^  supped 
together  at  John  Rine's,  after  supper  Holtsinger  went  off,  telling  the 
Exam^to  go  on  his  Journey,  ft  wait  for  him  about  half  a  Mile  off  ft 
be  would  oome  to  him — ^That  Exam'  ft  Adam  Rode  ft  Joseph  Rode, 
accordingly  set  off,  taking  the  Horses  which  he  had  purchased  with 
tiiem,  ft  waited  at  the  place  appointed— That  in  about  a  Quarter  of 
an  Hour  after  they  got  to  the  place,  Eufflehart  Holtsinger  came  to 
ihem,  bringing  with  him  a  Bay  mare,  which  he  said  he  got  in  New 
Holland  from  Valentine  Kinzer,  that  he  had  broke  open  the  stable 
door  ft  took  her  out — ^that  Holtsinger  had  before  prepared  an  Instm- 
nent  to  break  open  the  stable  door,  ft  when  he  went  from  Rine's 
told  the  Exam*  he  was  going  to  get  that  Mare,  for  that  Kinzer  was 
a  Whig  ft  he  would  take  her — ^That  after  that,  the  same  night, 
Englehardt  Holtsinger  ft  Joseph'  Rode  left  this  Examinant  again, 
ifaiting  in  the  same  place,  ft  went  away  for  more  Horses,  and  re- 
turned again  in  about  half  an  hour,  ft  brcffight  with  them  two  horses 
'which  they  said  they  had  taken  out  of  the  stable  of  one  Martin, 
^ho  they  said  was  a  Whig — a  Captain  in  the  Militia — ^That  after 
that  Adam  Rode  went  home,  and  this  Examinant,  Eng*  Holtringer 
A  Joseph  Rode  proceeded  on  with  the  four  Horses  ft  the  Mare  for 
Philadelphia — ^that  that  Night  they  reached  Hershberger's,  in  Chester 
County,  where  they  staid  all  Night,  ft  put  up  their  horses — that 
Holtsinger  ft  Hershberger  had  a  good  deal  of  private  conversation, 
but  he  £m't  know  that  Hershberger  knew  their  Business — ^That  the 
next  day  they  went  to  Welsh's  Tavern,  arrived  there  about  twelve 
o'clock— had  their  Horses  put  up— ^  about  one  o'clock  were  appro- 
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bended  by  Val.  Elmer  &  bis  Brotber — ^ibafc  Welsb  knew  tbey  wen 
taking  tbe  Horses  in  for  Oen^  Howe — ^Tbat  Ibe  Bare  wbo  be  saw 
at  Schujlkill  witb  tbe  Hessian,  told  bim  be  lived  between  Beems' 
Town  &  Dunkertown,  a  tall  young  fellow  and  a  little  pock  marked. 

HENRY  MANSIN. 


The  Examination  of  Joseph  Rode,  1778. 

The  2d  Feb^,  1778. 
Taken  and  subscribed  before  W.  Henry. 

SaySy  tbat  on  Wednesday  last  be,  this  Examinant,  and  bis  Brotber, 
Hans  Adam  Rode,  were  at  work  at  Jobn  Rine's,  of  Earl  townsbip. 
That  a  certain  Henry  Mansin  was  tbere.  Tbat  Mansin  told  be  oame 
out  of  Pbiladelpbia,  and  tbat  Mansin  &  Jobn  Bine  used  much  per- 
suasion witb  this  Examinant  &  bis  Brotber  to  induce  them  to  go  to 
General  Howe,  in  Philadelphia,  telling  them  they  should  each  bare 
fifty  acres  of  land  if  they  did.  That  they  consented  at  length  to  go, 
and  being  tbe  next  Evening  again  at  Jobn  Rines,  the  said  Henry 
Mansin  and  Englehart  Holtsinger  went  from  John  Rines,  witb  an 
intention  as  they  said,  to  take  Valentine  Kinzer's  Mare.  That  this 
Examinant  &  his  Brother  then  went  home  to  get  necessary's  for 
their  Journey,  &  returned  to  Rines  again  in  about  an  hour,  and 
when  they  returned  they  saw  Kinzer's  Mare  tied  to  tbe  Fence  ai 
Rines  door,  and  the  said  Mansin  &  Holtsinger  were  in  tbe  Houses 
That  after  tbat,  tbe  same  night,  this  Examinant  &  Henry  Mansiii 
went  from  John  Lines  to  Alexander  Martin's  with  intent  to  take 
some  of  his  horses,  particularly  two  of  them,  a  Sorrel  &  a  Gbesnulf 
which  Rine  bad  described  to  them,  &  Rine  told  them  in  what  part 
of  the  stable  they  stood.  That  when  they  came  to  Alex.  Martin's 
Stables  they  were  shut  but  not  locked,  that  Mansin  opened  the  door 
of  the  Stable  and  went  in  and  brought  out  tbe  said  two  Horses,  and 
be,  this  Examinant,  mounting  one  -of  them  &  Mansin  the  other,  they 
rode  away  to  John  Rines,  and  about  twelve  9'clock  that  night,  be 
this  Examinant,  &  the  saU  Henry  Mansin  &  Englehart  Holtsinger, 
went  off  together  on  their  Journey  towards  Philadelphia, — tbat  bis 
Brother,  Hans  Adam,  went  with  them  about  a  Mile  &  then  left 
them  &  went  home,  &i  be,  this  Examinant,  witb  Mansin  &  Holtsin- 
ger, proceeded  on  their  Journey  &  stopt  first  at  one  Hersbberger's, 
in  Chester  County,  where  they  breakfasted  tbe  next  Morning.  That 
Hershberger  asked  which  way  they  were  going,  &  Mansin  told  bim 
they  were  going  to  Newport.  They  then  proceeded  on  to  one  Welch's 
Tavern,  where  they  had  put  up  their  Horses,  &  were  there  apprehended 
by  Valentine  Einzer  &  bis  Brother,  who  had  pursued  them. 

That  the  said  Mansin  told  bim,  this  Examinant,  tbat  be  (Manam) 
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had  some  time  before  taken  down  to  Philad*  a  Hessian  who  had 
lived  with  the  Widow  Yantjr. 

his 
JOSEPH  M  RODE, 
mark. 
Joseph  Longenecker,  Son  of  Ab"  Longenecker,  near  Bethel 
House. 

Abraham  Bare^  preacher,  Jn<>.  Bare's  son,  lives  near  Henry 
Millers. 


The  Examination  of  Wendle  Meter,  1778. 

Taken  8d  Feb^,  1778. 
And  subscribed  before  W.  Henrj. 
Says,  that  he  has  been  once  in  Philadelphia  since  Gen^  Howe  had 
possession  of  it,  it  was  about  three  weeks  ago.  That  he  had  no  par- 
ticular Business  there ;  that  he  staid  there  three  Days ;  that  a  few 
Bays  before  he  went  off  for  Philad^,  he  got  acquainted  with  Henry 
Mansin,  who  he  net  with  at  John  Rines.  That  Mansin  asked  him 
to  go  to  Philadelphia  with  him,  &  after  some  conversation  ho 
consented,  &  they  then  agreed  to  meet  on  a  certain  day  at 
Abraham  Longenecker's,  near  Bethel  House,  that  he  went  there 
according  to  appointment,  found  Mansin  there,  and  two  others, 
whose  Names  he  dont  remember,  but  was  told  they  came  from  near 
Swatara.  That  he,  the  Ezaminant,  Mansin,  Joseph  Longeneckcr, 
^son  of  Abraham  Longeneckcr)  and  those  other  two  men  sett  off 
TTom  Longenecker's  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  Morning,  went  by  the 
Gap,  Chester  &  Darby,  &  reached  Philad*  the  next  morning  (being 
Sunday  morning)  about  6  o'clock.  *  That  Abraham  Longeneckcr 
knew  they  were  going  to  Philad*.  That  they  stoped  in  Market 
Street,  at  the  sign  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  (at  Gillman's.)  That  a 
barber  being  there  some  of  them  were  shaved,  &  one  of  the  Company 
(Mansin)  had  his  hair  cut ;  that  this  Exam^  lodged  at  Gillman's,  & 
after  staying  three  Days  in  Philad'  set  off  for  home  again,  in  Com- 
pany with  Henry  Mansin  and  Abraham  Bare  (son  of  John  Bare, 
preacher  near  Dunkertown.)  That  Longenecker's  son  and  the  other 
two  whose  Names  he  forgets,  staid  in  Philadelphia.  That  he  kept 
Company  with  Mansin  &  Bare  as  far  as  the  Gap  &  then  left  them 
&  went  into  Longenecker's,  staid  there  that  night  and  went  home 
next  morning.  That  he  did  not  afterwards  see  Mansin  till  Saturday 
Morning  last,  as  he  and  John  Bine  were  on  their  way  together  to 
Philadelphia,  when  he  met  with  him  at  Doe  Run  with  some  others, 
in  Custody  of  Valentine  Kinaer  &  his  Brother,  who  understanding 
that  the  Examinant  &  John  Rine  were  on  their  way  to  Philad*  made 
prisoners  of  thei^  likewise  L  brought  them  up  to  Lancaster.    That 

10* 


220  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1778. 

It  was  aome  time  last  veek  that  John  Bine  k  he  agreed  to  go  off  to 
Philad*.  That  they  aett  off  on  Friday  night  last,  and  had  no  pfutieviW 
basinesB.  That  he  heard  some  talk  in  Fhilad',  among  the  Company 
he  went  with,  about  Jacob  Barge  &  Cha*  Syng,  &  nnderatood  that  it 
waa  owing  to  some  representations  of  Mansin  that  Jacob  Bai^ 
waa  confined  there.  Says  that  he  took  down  no  Hessian  or  otlier 
Prisoner  of  Warr  with  him,  k  don't  know  of  any  Person  or  Persona 
that  did.  Insists  that  he  was  but  once  in  Philad%  but  being  con- 
fronted with  Jno.  Godlip  Metzgar,  late  Barr  keeper  to  Adolph  Gill- 
man,  who  saw  him  twice  there^  he  acknowledges  that  he  has  been 
twice  in  Philad*,  and  was  now  going  down  the  third  time.  That 
Bare  did  not  go  at  any  time  into  Philad*,  but  he  met  with  Bare  in 
Philad*  near  the  Dutch  Church.  That  John'  Rine  told  him  that 
Mansin  was  buying  Horses  here  for  the  use  of  Genl.  Howe^s  army, 
acknowledges  that  while  in  Philad*  he  k  his  companions  freely 
spoke  of  the  Americans  as  Rebels,  &c. 

ffienMe  SWevtr. 


BEia,  Gehebal  Lacby,  to  President  Whartow,  1778. 

Camp,  Warwick,  February  2d,  1778-  . 
Sh-, 

My  strength  is  reduced  so  low  that  I  am  under  the  Necessaty  of 
Collecting  the  small  remains  into  One  Body,  as  it  is  impossable  to 
do  any  service  in  the  Weak  and  scattered  Condition.  I  had  them 
posted,  two  thirds  of  their  times  were  taken  up  in  hunting  Pro- 
visions, which  the  Detached  parties  had  always  to  Procure  for 
themselves,  being  at  too  Grate  a  distance  to  be  supplied  by  the 
Commissary*  ^ 

Inclosed,  I  send  you  a  Return  of  my  Numbers,  and  when  their 
times  Expires.  None  of  the  Classes,  either  from  Northampton, 
Cumberland,  York,  or  Northumberland,  has  yet  arrived  at  Camp. 
I  am  assured  by  several  People  from  Northampton,  that  the  Lieu** 
of  that  County  has  not  rece'  their  Instructions  for  calling  them  onty 
which  induces  me  to  believe  the  Orders  from  your  Ezeellency  haa 
been  miscarried. 

Two  Horse  Onely  has  Joined  me  from  Philadelphia  and  Backs, 
though  I  hear  more  is  making  Ready. 

The  Enemy  has  made  several  MancDUvres,  as  if  they  were  coming 
out  with  large  Forraging  parties,  but  advance  no  further  than 
Frankford.  Seven  Deserters  from  them  came  to  me  Last  Week- 
two  Hessians,  the  Others  British  Soldiers. 

I  have  appointed  Lieu't  David  For^  my  Brigade  Major,  and  beg 
your  Excellency  will  please  to  forward  him  a  Commission  by  this 
Exp 
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I  would  be  glad  to  know  if  any  mode  is  Fixed  to  obtain  the  State 
Liquor,  due  the  Militia,  and  what  m j  duty  is  req[>eoting  it 
I  remain  sir, 

you  very  humble  seryant, 

JOHN  LACET,  Jr.* 
Directed^ 

To  Hia  Exeellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Jor.,  Eaqr.,  Lancaster. 


Colonel  Wm.  Coats  to  President  Whaeton,  1778. 

Bell  Veaae,  February  2nd;  1778. 
Sir, 

Since  I  left  Lancaster  I  have  been  Busily  employ^  in  holding 
appeals,  and  Collecting  of  substitute  moneys,  and  am  now  Insaged 
in  that  searvis,  and  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  I  should 
be  proud  to  receiye  your  Orders  for  the  payment  of  four  or  five 
thousand  pounds,  to  any  of  the  paymasters  in  this  Quarter.  The 
Paymaster  for  the  County  of  Pfailad*  is  in  distress  for  money  to 
pay  off  several  of  the  classes  of  Militia ;  he  talks  of  being  in  arrears 
to  the  amount  of  Two  thousand  pounds.  I  ^  yesterday  see  Mr. 
Eyre,  one  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  he  requested  that  I  would  In- 
form your  Excellency  that  they  were  in  Distress  for  money,  and 
would  be  glad  you  would  give  me  orders  to  pay  them  what  moniey 
I  can,  which  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me,  as  it  will  save  ma  the 
trouble  of  Bringing  it  the  long  road  to  Lancaster.  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  informing  the  Council  that  our  Bretheren,  the  Quakers 
in  Philad*  County,  begin  to  alter  their  Conduct  much — they  now 
think  it  no  Disgrace  to  apply  for  redress,  and  that  in  a  publick  ^ 
manner,  at  the  Court  of  Appeals.  They  have  condescended  to  send 
B  Deputation  to  wait  on  me  from  the  Bibury  Meeting,  requestina 
that  I  would  be  as  favourable  as  I  could  to  their  poor  Distress'! 
Friends,  so  that  I  am  in  hopes,  by  the  time  the  next  Class  is  cal'd 
out,  we  shall  see  some  of  their  Youths  turn  out  in  Defence  of  their 
Country. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  Remain 

your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  COATS. 

Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton. 
*  See  page  168. 
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William  Lyon  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Carlisle,  February  2"*,  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  20**  Nov'  Last,  wherein  you  acknowledge  tlie 
Beceipt  of  mine  of  October,  would  have  answered  soon  after  I  re- 
ceived it,  but  having  had  an  opportunity,  shortly  afterwards,  of 
Conversing  some  little  with  M'  Hoge,  respecting  the  matters  I  then 
wrote  you  of,  I  took  it  for  granted  he  would  acquaint  you  of  matters 
moro  fully  than  I  could  by  Letter,  when  he  returned  to  Council. 

As  you.  Sir,  informed  me  in  your  last,  that  my  Letter  lay  before 
Council,  the  matters  therein  set  forth  are,  no  doubt,  considered  and 
determined  before  now.  I  would  just  intimate  to  you,  sir,  that  my 
Present  Office  has  been  attended  with  considerable  loss*of  time  aod 
money,  ever  since  I  Possessed  it,  "which  is  not  the  case  with  the 
other  offices  granted*  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

You  Sir,  mention  in  yours  of  Nov',  an  Impropriety  of  my  being 
appointed,  by  Council,  a  Magistrate  on  Recommendation  of  twenty 
Freeholders  of  this  place.  I  see  the  Propriety  of  your  Beacons, 
but  had  Procur'd  the  Certificate  or  Eecommendation,  and  sent  it 
under  a  cover  of  a  Letter  to  his  Excellency  the  President,  before 
yours  came  to  hand,  otherwise  would  not  have  troubled  Council  with 
it.  I  find  myself  in  much  of  a  Difficulty  often  in  Respect  of  Issuing 
Writs,  Taking  Special  Bail,  and  Qualifying  Persons  in  some  casca, 
which  my  not  being  a  Magistrate,  occasions. 

I  would  just  beg  leave  to  mention  one  thing,  to  wit,  that  we  hate 
but  one  Lawyer,  that  lives  here,  who  Practices  under  the  Present 
Constitution — he  Issues  all  the  Writs  he  can  get  the  People  to  take 
from  him,  alleging  that  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  may  Issue  them 
without  paying  any  regard  to  the  Prothonotary  Seal,  &c. ;  this  seems 
to  make  some  Confusion  I  would  apprehend;  I  find  it  so  at  Court 
time,  as  such  a  thing  has  not  hitherto  been  Practised  either  here  or 
any  place  in  the  State  that  I  ever  heard  of^  would  Intrate  that  the 
Hon'ble  Council  will  please  to  take  up  the  matter  and  make  snch 
order  respecting  that  case  as  to  them  may  appear  Right. 

I  have  procur'd  a  Seal  for  my  office  w^h  the  same  device  of  the 
Seal  of  the  Executive  Council. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

WILLUMLYON. 
Directed, 

To  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  the  ExecntiYe 
Council,  Lancaster. 
Favoured  by  D  Col.  Blyth. 
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Council  to  Col.  Jno.  Piper,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  February  2»«,  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  20^*  of  last  montb,  a  petition  from  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  your  County,  and  a  representation  of  the  situation  of  your 
County,  signed  by  Lieut.  Coll.  Hugh  Davidson,  have  all  been  laid  be- 
fore the  Council. 

The  Council  is  much  surprised  to  find,  that  you  have  gone  into 
the  enlistment  of  men  for  nine  months,  as  they  cannot  conceive  how 
it  is  possible  for  the  order  of  the  9th  of  December,  to  be  construed  to 
give  you  any  authority  for  so  doing.  They  intended  to  authorise 
you  to  call  out  the  Militia  of  your  County  for  the  immediate  defence 
of  the  inhabitants,  as  a  temporary  measure,  until  Congress  could 
obtain  the  necessary  information,  from  which,  to  form  a  judgment'of 
what  force  would  be  wanted  to  oppose  those  savages,  and  to  take 
effectual  steps  at  the  Continental  expence  as  hatn  been  done  in 
the  Southern  States,  for  chastising  them,  for  which  purpose  a  com- 
mittee of  Congress  is  gone  to  the  westward.  As  it  was  expected  that 
the  people  of  your  County  would  more  cheefully  exert  themselves 
in  their  own  immediate  defence,  and  more  willingly  turn  out  in 
this  service,  than  in  one  more  distant  from  home,  they  were  not 
oalled  to  meet  and  oppose  the  army  of  the  British  King,  but  were 
permitted  to  remain  at  home,  while  the  Militia  of  most  of  the  other 
Counties  have  been  called  out,  and  in  many  of  them  the  whole  eight 
classes  have  been  called,  and  have  either  served  their  turns,  found 
substitutes,  or  become  liable  to  pay  the  hire  of  substitutes.  Of  this 
money,  considerable  sums  are  already  paid  in,  and  the  remainder  is 
collecting  from  the  delinquents.  There  does  not  appear  any  good 
reason  why  the  people  of  ^  our  county  should  not  exert  their  strength 
in  their  own  defence,  at  such  a  oritical  time  as  this,  oxi  the  same 
terms  that  the  other  parts  of  the  State  render  their  services. 

The  Militia  of  almost  every  state  in  America  has  been  called  into 
the  field,  and  in  many  places  rendered  very  important  services  and 
gained  great  honour. 

Our  Militia  law,  points  out  the  mode  of  calling  the  people  together 
for  their  defence,  this  Council  has  no  authority  to  adopt  any  other 
plan,  or  establish  an  army,  however  small,  on  any  other  principles 
than  what  the  law  has  directed :  And  indeed  the  confederation  pro- 
posed by  Congress,  is  directly  against  the  establishing  of  a  standing 
force  of  any  kind  different  from  the  Militia.  But,  were  it  otherwise, 
the  enlisting  of  men  for  nine  months  appears  to  be  wholly  improper 
and  unnecessary.  It  is  very  improper  as  there  is  no  fund  for  the 
payment  of  them,  and  it  would  be  a  most  dangerous  example  to  the 
other  Counties,  who  would  each  have  equal  right  to  claim  an  exemp- 
tion from  Militia  service ;  and  unnecessary,  as  the  Militia,  by  a  proper 

*  See  page  194. 
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ezertioD,  is  certainly  able  to  defend  themselves  against  a  nmeli  more 
formidable  enemy  than  is,  at  present,  reasonably  expected  to  come 
against  the  western  frontiers.  As  to  ^e  price  at  which  it  is  proposed 
to  pay  the  men,  this  alone  is  a  sufficient  reason  against  the  measare, 
as  the  same  pay  would  undoubtedly  be  immediately  claimed  by  the 
Militia  of  the  other  Counties,  and  perhaps  occasion  an  uneasiness  in 
the  regular  army,  which  might  produce  fatal  consequences,  from 
these  circumstances  alone  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  that  Congress 
would  disapproTe  of  it,  and  refuse  to  pay  such  advanced  wages^ 

The  order  of  the  ninth  of  December  still  subsists  in  full  force,  and 
it  is  all  that  the  Council  have  power  to  do  for  you. 

Coll.  Davison  has  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  ponnds  to  be  delivered  by  him  to  you;  and  to  be  charged 
by  the  Treasurer  to  your  account"^ 

Directed^ 

John  Piper,  Lieu*,  Bedford. 


Gen'l  Armstrong  to  Pees,  Wharton,  1778, 

Carlisle,  2*  April,  1778. 
(Intended  to  be  Feb'y.  T.  M.) 

Dear  Sirj 

Having  since  my  return  to  this  place  had  so  very  little  intelligence 
from  To^,  am  therefore  ignorant  of  the  preparatives  of  Congreas 
relative  to  the  apparent  business  of  the  Sprins,  but  confess  my  uneasi- 
ness under  the  apprehensions  either  of  the  Lethareick  or  delusive  kind^ 
having  seized  both  Congress  and  the  several  States  respecting  the 
degree  of  Military  strength  which  may  be  sooner  requisite  than  we 
are  aware.  This  inference  I  draw  from  universal  silence  &  inactivity 
in  regard  of  adding  any  farther  strength  to  the  Continental  Army. 
Some  mav  think  it  larse  enough,  but  may  too  late  be  convinced  oC 
their  mistake.  Other  States  may  slumber  with  comparative  safety, 
but  Pennsylvania,  whilst  two  large  armys  prey  upon  her  vitaJs,  with- 
out the  aid  of  Commerce,  her  tilage  &  manufactures  greatly  curtailed, 
by  drawing  so  many  of  her  Militia  to  the  field,  how  soon  must  she 
be  exhausted? 

These  circumstances  in  my  opinion  opened  a  natural  door  for  a 
warm  memorial  to  Congress  at  our  last  session  of  Assembly.  That 
the  sister  States  might  exert  themselves  at  this  peculiar  crisiS|  &o. 
In  so  doing  policy  too  would  at  least  keep  equal  pace  with  hnmanitj 
or  the  social  principle,  as  that  State  who  fights  a  decisive  battle  at  a 
convenient  distanocj  is  a  double  gainer. 

♦  Col.  R«o.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  411. 
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I  am  maoh  eoneerned  at  the  pnbliok  olamonr  Taia'd  agi^  Qw^ 
Potter,  respecting  his  diaeipline  in  the  dose  of  the  Campaign^  Fm 
penmaded  the  caae  is  not  fully  stated  on  both  sides  and  hope  thai 
time  &  farther  reflexion  will  remove  these  ill  timed  prejodices  and^ 
mistakes* 

I  am,  Sir,  irith  great  respect, 

Your  Most  humV  Serv't 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Dtrectedy 
His  Excellency  Tho's  Wharton,  Esqr.,  Lancaster. 
Favoured  by  Coll.  Blythe. 


Council  to  Deleqates  in  Congress,  17T8. 

In  Gonncil, 

Lancaster,  FeVy  3  1778. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Law  of  this  State  for  the  better  supply  of  the  army,  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  named  therein,  and  we  have  the 
pleasure  to  assure  the  Congress,  thro'  you,  that  there  appears  a  cheer- 
ful readinessjin  many  of  the  Counties  to  send  in  supplies ;  in  some 
Counties  there  appears  to  be  even  an  earnest  zeal  in  the  people  to  for- 
ward this  business,  and  divers  applications  have  been  made  to  Council 
by  the  Commissioners,  requesting  orders  to  purchase,  and  the  money 
to  pay  for  provisions.  A  Commissioner  of  this  County,  having  heard 
of  his  appofntment,  immediately  procured  near  an  hundred  head  of 
Cattle  and  a  large  quantity  of  wheat;  but  he  is  now,  and  has  been 
for  several  days  past,  at  a  stand  for  want  of  orders  and  money.  And 
we  are  well  assured  from  Northampton  County,  that  the  people  of 
that  County  are  offering  their  wheat  to  the  Commissioners  and 
earnestly  pressing  to  have  it  received  into  the  publick  stores. 

If  Congress  shall  think  it  proper  to  give  orders  for  the  purchase 
and  put  money  into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  to  pay  for  pro- 
Tisions  there  does  not  remain  a  doubt  but  that  the  Magazines  pro- 
posed may  be  filled  with  great  expedition,  as  the  Commissioners 
named  in  the  law  can  undoubtedly  obtain  the  wheat  from  the  people 
more  readily  and  more  with  the  people's  consent,  than  the  Commis- 
saries of  the  army  can  do.*  And  it  ought  to  be  represented  to  Con- 
gress, that  now  is  the  time  for  the  purchasing  and  grinding  of  wheat, 
as  the  people  are  now  threshing  it  out,  and  the  waters  are  high  enough 
to  keep  all  our  mills  at  work,  which  it  is  well  known  cannot  be  ex- 
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peoted  to  oontinue  long  to  be  the  case,  for  altho'  some  mills  contiirae 
to  grind  thro'  the  Summer,  there  are  many  others,  which  must  b^ 
expected  to  stand  still  as  soon  as  the  waters  lower  in  the  Spring. 

If  Congress  chose  to  depend  on  other  men  and  other  measores 
than  our  laws  direct  to  collect  the  provisions  of  this  State  for  the  nae 
of  the  Army,  we  hope  that  no  blame  will  be  hereafter 'laid  on  this 
State  in  consequence  of  any  disappointment  which  may  arise  in 
any  way  in  this  important  business. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  much  respect 

Your  very  Humble  Servant 

T.  W.,  Jr.,  Presid*. 

Directed,  ^ 

To  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 


J.  B.  Smith  to  Vice  President  George  Bryan,  1778. 

York  Town,  Feb.  3*,  1778. 
Dr.  Sir, 

.  I  wrote  you  a  few  days  ago  by  .  Nothing  since  has  occurred 
worth  your  notice.  The  Assembly  of  Virginia  has  acceded  to  the 
Confederation.  I  do  not  think,  bbwever,  they  have  treated  the 
matter  with  form  equal  to  its  importence.  Does  it  appear  proper  to 
raise  so  great  a  fabrick  on  the  slender  basis  of  a  simplo  resolution  of 
the  two  houses  7  Will  not  legal  consequences  follow  from  this  con- 
federation ?  I  apprehend  it  would  be  not  only  proper,  but  that  it 
would  answer  many  valuable  purposes  if  more  form  were  used,  at 
least  if  the  articles  were  approved  &  acceded  to  by  a  law  of  each 
Stete  solemnly  enacted,  &  in  which  law  perhaps  it  may  be  expedient 
to  insert  certain  matters  connected  therewith.  It  is  a  question  in 
this  house,  whether  suits  can  be  supported  for  the  recovery  of  par- 
ticular* moneys  in  the  several  States.  What  think  you  of  this  f 
This  may  be  one  object  in  the  act  I  speak  of. 
Please  to  send  the  Inclosed  to  my  good  woman. 
I  am  Dr.  Sir, 

with  respect, 

yr  afl^  &  m.  h.  s*, 

J.  B.  S. 
Have  you  any  acco*  yet  from  Sammy  ? 

Directed, 
Honble  George  Bryan,  Esq'r,  Lancaster. 

*  Owing  to  the  seal,  a  part  of  this  word  cannot  be  seen. 
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Deposition  op  Jambs  Christt,  1778. 

Lanoanter,  88. 

James  Christy,  Esquire,  Capt*  in  the  8d  Batt"  of  Pensilyanian 
Troops,  on  his  solem  oath  on  the  holy  Gospel,  deposeth  &  saitb, 
that  five  days  before  the  day  on  which  the  Enem/s  horse  surrounded 
Captun  Lee  &  some  few  light  horse,  in  a  house  sixteen  miles  west  of 
Philadelphia,  about  three  weeks  since,  a  flag  of  Truce  came  out  of 
Philadelphia,  as  this  deponent  understood  &  believes ;  that  the  ^Sig 
was  under  the  conduct  of  a  British  officer,  called  Captain  Sandford^ 
but  who  is  said  to  be  a  Lieutenant  in  the  British  guards ;  that  this 
flag  of  Truce  was  accompanied  by  Captain  M'Leod,  said  to  be  of  the 
Enemys  American  Leviesi  Lieu'  Sterling,  said  to  belong  to  the 
Royal  HighlanderSy  &  one  German  jCommission  officer,  as  this 
deponent  understood  him  to  be,  together  with  a  surgeon  &  two  sur- 
geon's mates,  and  divers  non 'Commissioned  officers  &  Waggon- 
drivers;  This  deponent  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Stephenson,  of 
Virginia,  to  join  the  flag  Bearer  and  his  Company  at  the  sign  of 
the  Spread  Eagle,  on  the  great  highway  leading  from  Philadelphia 
to  Lancaster,  &  that  he  understood  from  the  British  Officers  above 
mentioned,  or  some  of  them,  that  they  conducted  &  carried  Clothing 
for  the  B.  Prisoners  in  the  Custody  of  the  American  States ;  that 
this  deponent  was  with  sud  Flag  at  the  public  house  aforesaid,  called 
the  Spread  Eagle,  &  afterwards  on  the  way  to  the  Tavern  called  the 
White  Horse,  till  the  fourth  day ;  that  Gen'  W.,  as  this  deponent 
understood,  refused  to  suffier  Cap'  M^'Leod  &  Lieu'  Stirling  to  proceed 
with  Capt.  Sandford,  &*that  they  two  returned  from  the  Spread 
Eagle  for  Philadelphia;  that  two  Bags  containing  bills  of  Credit 
were  discovered  to  be  in  a  Waggon  belonging  to  the  party  under 
Cap'  BandfordT,  &  that  being  damaged  by  wet,  the  bags  were  opened 
&  dried,  &  that  orders  were  given  by  Col.  Bradford,  deputy  Commis- 
sary of  prisoners,  to  send  the  said  paper  money  back ;  that  said 
paper  money  was  accordingly,  as  deponent  believes,  taken  back  by 
Cap'  M'Leod  &  Lieu' Sterling;  that  Lieu'  Sterling,  with  seeming 
surprise  at  said  discovery,  alledged  that  he  was  ignorant  that  the  s* 
Baggs  were  in  the  waggons  of  said  flag  of  Truce,  or  any  of  them ; 
that  this  dep*  heard  &  understood  among  the  British  party  attending 
said  flag,  that  one  Mr.  Franks  had  ordered,  or  was  supposed  to  have 
ordered  the  bags  afores*,  to  be  put  into  one  of  the  Waggons 
attending  them ;  &  that  Col.  Bradford  said  he  had  read  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Franks,  wherein  mention  was  made  of  said  paper  money, 
&  told  this  deponent  that  he,  this  deponent,  had  had  a  very  costly 
pillow  last  night,  this  deponent  having  rested  his  head  on  said  Bags 
or  one  of  them,  during  the  foregoing  night 
Indorsed 

*'  1778,  Feby.  8,  deposition  of  James  Chrbty,  Esq.,  relating  to  the 
flag.'' 
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T.  Matlack.to  Jas.  Bead^  1778. 

Lancaster,  3d  Fob'y,  1778. 

Sir,  _ 

It  is  reported  here,  that  writs  &  process  are  not  now  issaed  for  the 
Goantj  or  Berks.  This,  Derhaps  has  followed  upon  joar  Election 
into  Assembly.  The  regular  day  for  holding  the  courts  of  the  county 
now  approaches,  &  it  is  proper,  that  Council  understand  whether  they 
have  a  Clerk  of  the  peace,  &  a  CFk  of  the  pleas  to  attend  there.  I 
am  desired  to  enquire  of  you  how  the  matter  stands,  &  to  ask  for  the 
favour  of  an  immediate  answer : 

being  Sir, 
^  *  your  very 

Obed*  Servant, 

T.  M. 
IXreded, 
To  Jamea  Bead,  Esquire,  at  Beadingl 


Board  op  War  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

War  Office,  y  4th  FeVy,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  complian(ft  with  the  Re- 
Bolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  January,*  the  Board  have  appointed 
several  persons  as  ^  the  annexed  List,  to  superintend  the  laying  up 
of  Magazines  of  Flour,  &  the  purchasing  of  Cattle  and  salted  meat, 
for  the  use  of  the  Army.  I  am  to  request  your  Excellency  will 
be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  Orders  to  the  Commissionera  t« 
follow  such  Instructions  as  they  may  receive  from  the  Superintend- 
4ints,  &  to  apply  to  them  for  money  to  enable  them  to  carry  the  Act 
of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  into  immediate  execution. 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  your  Ezcellcncys 

most  h*»«  Serv*, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 

P.  S.  If  Cattle  can  be  purchased  in  the  Counties  more  remote 
Money  will  be  supplied  on  application  to  the  Board. 

*  See  page  177. 
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Soperiniendttits  appointed  for  the  East  Side  of  Sns^iQehaiiiiali. 

BoVt  LettiB  Hooper^       ^    For  Sussex  in  New  Jersey, 

Jonathan  Mifflin^  >•       Northampton  County, 

Nat'l  Falkner.  )        Berks,  Bucks,  &  Philadelphia. 

Rieh'd  Bache,  *^  For  Lanoaster,  Chester, 
Col.  John  Patton  late       I      the  Northern  Parts  of  the 

of  the  Con^  Army,        >     Western  Shore  of  Maryland, 

Henry  Hollingsworth|  I      the  Eastern  Shore  of  the  same 

James  Read.  J      State,  &  the  Delaware  State. 

For  the  West  Side  of  Susquehannah^ 

General  Ewing, 
Capt.  John  Byers. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service.  ^ 

His  Exoell'  Th.  Wharton,  jn,  Qor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Lancaster. 


C0MM*R  HaZELWOOD  TO   GbN.  WASHINGTON,   1778. 

Trenton,  FeVy  4th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  from  the  Adj^  Gen'l  a  letter,  wherein  he  informs 
me  it's  Your  Excellency's  express  orders,  that  I  should  send  forward 
to  Camp  those  few  Troops  Your  Excellency  was  so  kind  to  spare  me 
for  the  use  of  our  Fleet.  1  shall  comply  with  the  request  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  expect  our  Pay  Master  in  a  few  days,  &  as  soon  as  we 
can  pay  them  for  the  time  they  have  been  with  us,  thev  shall  be 
maroh'd  off  immediately.  I  shall  also  send  Your  Excellency  the 
Number  of  Men  we  have  left  in  the  Fleet,*  as  he  in  his  Letter 
desires. 

We  are  about  getting  our  Fleet  in  readiness  with  all  possible  dis- 
patch, but  1  shall  not  be  able  to  Mann  above  half  of  them.  We  had 
a  great  number  of  killed  &  wounded,  &  a  great  many  Runaway  since 
we  have  been  in  Winter  Quarters,  &  from  the  weakness  of  our  situa-, 
tion  I  fear  we  shall  not  be  of  that  service  I  could, wish.  I  am  fully 
of  opinion  that  if  we  could  take  possession  of  Billingsport,  &  For- 
tify it,  that  we  might  soon  stop  the  Pass  of  the  River  again,  for  the 
Pass  they  made  thro'  Billingsport  is  not  above  One  Hundred  feet 
wide,  &  as  to  inner  Channel  it  can  easily  be  blocked  up,  &  while 
evte  we  can  hold  Billingsport  nothing  can  pass  up  or  down  the 
River. 


286  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVBS  1778. 

I  have  sent  Biz  Armed  Boats  down  the  Bwer,  Hann'd  with  soma 
of  the  Inhabitants  that  can  be  depended  on,&  am  in  hopes  they  will 
be  of  nse  to  annoy  the  enemy  below.  If  Your  Exoellency  eoold 
spare  me  those  Men  that  we  have  now  trained  to  the  Qalleys,  it 
woald  be  of  great  nse  in  keeping  the  Boats  from  carrying  in  PfotI- 
sions  to  the  enemy,  and  keeping  their  Craft  from  coming  np  to  !»▼• 
age  the  Shores.  Having  not  to  add. 
Am  Yonr  Ezoellenc/s  most 

Obed'&veryH'leServ*. 

T.  H. 


(Copy.) 
0  his 


To  his  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq'. 


Tflos.  Savadgb  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Pensylvania  Salt  Works,  FeWy  6, 1778. 

S', 

Yonr  letter  of  Jan'y  16th*  I  duly  rec'd  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ja'. 
Davidson.  Com'dr  Uazelwood  does  not  think  proper  to  furnish  the 
men  you  are  pleased  to  mentiony  therefore  the  same  cause  still  snbeiats 
as  ever  has  done  since  the  Calling  out  of  the  Militia,  and  that  prevents 
these  Works  being  carried  into  execution;  and  I  do  not  see  any 
prospect  of  a  rem^y,  altho'  I  had  seven  Journeys  to  the  different 
Councils  and  Assembly,  to  get  a  law  passed  for  the  exemption  of 
my  people  from  the  Militia,  and  with  the  greatest  difficulty  obtained 
it,  and  it  is  now  entirely  neglected ;  such  men  as  Com'dr  Haaelwood 
Could  furnish  are  not  the  men  I  want,  neither  will  I  pretend  to  carry 
on  the  Works  with  such  men.  If  Council  thinks  proper  to  furnish 
me  with  the  men  I  wrote  for,  under  the  Sanction  of  the  Act  of  As- 
sembly obtained,  I  wiU  exert  every  nerve  in  my  power  to  Carry  the 
Works  into  execution,  otherwise  if  they  do  not  think  proper  to  fur- 
nish me  with  the  men  agreable  thereto,  so  that  I  can  Carry  the 
Works  on.  with  reputation  to  myself,  and  the  Benefit  of  the  StatOi 
which  has  ever  been  my  most  ardent  wish — ^I  say,  except  I  can  have 
them  under  the  Act,  so  as  to  have  the  Command  of  them,  I  most 
beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  I  cannot  think  of  Carrying  them  on 
any  longer,  for  it  is  only  deceiveing  the  publick,  myself  and  my  &- 
mily,  and  getting  an  ill  name  for  what  I  have  not  deserved. 
'  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Davidson,  as  an  Agent  hero.  Can  be  of 
no  use  to  me  or  the  Works,  it  will  only  be  an  additional  expenoe  on 
them,  and  which  I  must  pay  my  Quota  of,  and  have  no  use  for  such 
a  person  here ;  furnish  me  with  proper  men  and  I  will  take  care  for 
the  rest. 

I  hope  your  Hon*^  will  excuse  my  writing  thus  freely,  for  I  think 

*  See  page  182. 
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agreable  to  my  Gontnot  I  can  hayiB  no  Saperintendent  over  me^  but 
Council  themselves  or  a  Committee  of  them. 

I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  forward  the  Works  with 
the  few  hands  I  have,  and  hope  Council  will  provoid  me  with  men, 
in  such  manner  as  I  can  render  my  country  service. 

I  have  a  load  of  Salt  now  in  the  drying  houBOy  but  Cannot  get  a 
team  to  take  it  to  Trent  Town,  or  should  have  sent  it  two  Weeks 
ago ;  should  be  glad  Council  would  inform  me  to  whom  the  Salt 
must  be  sent  to  in  future,  it  will  not  be  proper  to  keep  it  here  longer 
then  is  necessary  for  drying  it. 

I  am^  S';  with  all  due  respect, 

.  Tour  Hon"  most  Obed* 

Humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  SAVADGB. 

N.  B.  There  must  be  either  land  purchased  or  rights  laid  on  Va- 
cant lands  for  a  supply  pf  Wood,  there  being  not  moore  then  will 
last  two  or  three  months  at  most;  Belonging  to  the  Works. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Hon'ble  Thos.  Wharton,  Jun'.,  Esq'.,  President  of  the 
Hon'ble  Council  of  the  State  for  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 

^  fav'  of  James  Bavidson^  Esq'. 


Timothy  Pickering  to  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

York  Town,  FeVy  6,  1778. 
Sir, 

Tour  favour  of  the  28th  ult.  came  to  hand  yesterday.  Governor 
Wharton  informed  me  at  Lancaster,  that  the  votes  of  Congress  were 
to  remain  there  at  present.  He  mentioned  the  box  also  which  is 
marked  with  my  name,  but  I  forgot  afterwards  to  give  auy  direction 
about  it.  I  must,  therefore,  request  you  will  send  it  hither  by  the 
first  good  conveyance,  to  be  left  at  the  War  Office^  where  I  shall  re- 
ceive it.    This  will  oblige 

Tour  very  h'bk  Servant, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
Dirededf 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  E8q^,  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  Pensyl- 
vania, at  Lancaster. 
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Council  to  Gbn.  Armstrong,  1778. 

Lancaster;  Feb'y  6, 1778. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  dated  2ikd^  April  (intended  Feb'y)  ia  oame  to  hand, 
and  has  been  read  in  Council.  It  shews  your  laudable  attention  to 
the  public  interest  and  general  safety. 

H  A  Committee  of  Congress  is  now  with  Oeneral  Washington,  in 
consultation  upon  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  opening  and  carrying 
on  the  campaign.  We  learn  that  they  have  lowered  the  quota  of 
troops  to  be  raised  by  this  State  to  tenf  Battalions;  and  General  Wash- 
ington is  applied  to,  by  Council;  to  appoint  proper  recruiting  officers 
to  fill  up  this  number. 

A  desoent  into  Canada,  we  understand,  is  determined  on,  and 
therefore;  it  is  probable  that  no  great  additional  force  b  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  Eastward. 

Pennsylvania  must  suffer.  It  is  not  to  be  avoided.  It  only  re- 
mains to  make  the  suffering  as  light  as  possible. 

Council  entertain  no  jealousy  of  any  impropriety  in  General  Potter's 
conduct;  and  firmly  expect  that  it  will  meet  general  approbation.  It 
is  not  to  be  expected;  that  good  discipline  can  be  established  with- 
out the  complaints  of  those  whose  irregularities  bring  them  under 
punishment. 


RoBBRT  Galbraith  TO  Pres.  Wharton,  17t8. 

These  will  serve  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  upon  my  going 
to  Bedford;  I  put  the  Warrant  I  obtain'd  from  the  Council  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Sheriff;  who  took  Mr.  Smith  into  Custody;  upon  whieh 
he  delivered  up  the  Records;  Seals,  &c^.  Notwithstanding  the  In- 
dian disturbances  in  the  County;  we  had  a  pretty  smart  Court  The 
Grand  Jury  found  several  Bills;  and  a  great  many  who  were  for  some 
time  past  backward  in  taking  the  Oath  oame  into  Court  and  took  it^ 
so  that  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  matters  wear  a  good  aspeot 
now  in  Bedford;  with  regard  to  the  Constitution. 

There  was  a  large  Court  at  Carlisle  agd  a  prity  clever  one  at  York, 
and  the  good  People  in  each  of  the  bounties  seem'd  exceedingly 
well  pleased  with  the  proceedings. 

I  wou'd  just  mention  to  the  Council;  that  George  Stevenson;  of 
Carlisle,  (Attorney  at  Law,)  has  Issued  Replevins;  Ret'ble  to  last 
Term,  in  about  a  dozen  of  Instances,  for  goods  levied  upon  by  order  of 
the  Lieutenants  of  the  County,  for  Fines  assess'd  on  Delinquents  in 
their  Classes  of  the  Militia.  The  Plaintiffs  in  Replevin  alledge  That 

*  See  page  230.  f  See  page  250. 
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they  are  ezoasable,  some  for  being  employed  as  Deputy  Comm]S8a% 
others  for  Yolnntarily  entring  and  driving  their  Waggons  in  the 
seryioe,  &c*^  and  the  Cause  of  Action  accruing  before  the  date  of  the 
Supplement  to  the  Militia  Law.  The  Issue  of  these  Actions  are 
impatiently  waited  for,  as  the  Collecting  of  Fines  in  that  County, 
much  depend  upon  a  determination  in  favor  of  the  Lieutenants.  As 
I  am  oonoemed  for  the  Lientenauts,  I  wou'd  be  glad  of  the  advice 
of  the  Council  in  this  matter,  and  whether  there  has  been  any  deter- 
mination in  Cases  similar  to  these  I've  mentioned.  A  few  lineSi  to 
the  care  of  W".  Lyons,  Esq'.,  in  Carlisle,  by  the  Next  Court  may 
answer  a  good  purpose.  I  wou'd  also  mention  to  the  Council  the 
Case  of  a  certain  William  Montgomery,  who  was  tried  at  York- 
Town  the  last  SessioBS  for  Misprision  of  Treason.*  The  matter  came 
before  the  Court  and  Petty  Jury,  b^  presentment  from  the  Grand 
Jury.  The  Petty  Jury  also  found  him  ^ilty  of  Misprison  of  Trea- 
son. Mr.  Smith,  of  York  Town,  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  of  Carlble, 
who  were  both  concerned  for  him,  were  going  to  move  in  arrest  of 
Judgm*,  but  rather  than  risque  a  motion  of  that  kind  with  the 
Court,  who  were  but  young  hands,  and  no  president  of  a  Con- 
viction of  the  kind  yet  established  to  my  knowledge,  I  thought 
it  mofit  prudent  to  have  the  Yerdiot  of  the  Jury  fiieeorded,  and 
Montgomery  sent  back  to  prisoBj  untill  the  opinion  of  the  Council 
was  had  in  the  matter. 

There  were  two  evidences  to  oonvict  him  with  the  Petty  Jury,  that 
of  Mrs.  White,  of  York  Town,  and  of  Mr.  John  Wilson,  late  of 
Philad*.  His  beheavour  in  Prison  and  after  Tryal^  I've  been  in- 
formed, has  been  very  insolent 

As  Time  does  not  permit  me  to  write  to  Mr.  Seijant,  I  wou'd  take 
it  kind  if  he  was  informed  that,  as  I  have  not  yet  got  a  Clerk,  and 
Northumberland  Court  does  not  come  the  week  after  York  Town — 
It  is  at  present  out  of  my  power  to  attend  Northumberland,  the 
other  Counties  I  can  &  will. 

I  wou'd  be  glad  if  Colonel  Matladk  wou'd  send  me  ^  first  oppor- 
tunity a  Dosen  of  Tavern  Lioencei  and  Commission  of  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  for  Bedford  County. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Exoellenoy^s  and  the  Honble 
Council's 

Most  obed*  humble  Serv!. 

BOBBRT  GALBRAITH. 

Rock  Creek;  February  6^  1778. 
JHrected, 

Hi*  Ezoellanoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun^,  Esq'.,  &e*.,  iuf.,  &e*.| 
now  at  Lancaster. 

*  See  page  62. 
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Council  to  Baia.  Gbn.  Laobt,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  February  6,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  rec*  your  Letter  of  the  2d*  Ins^,  wbich  Inclosed  a  return  of  tbe 
Militia  under  your  Command,  and  I  am  sorry  to  find  tbe  number  so 
small.  I  however  hope  you  will  Shortly  be  reinforced  so  consider- 
ably as  to  make  your  Corps  formidable,  and  enable  you  to  render 
service  to  your  Country  by  preventing  the  Enemy  doing  injury  to 
the  inhabitants,  unless  they  come  out  in  force. 

It  would  be  well  for  you  to  write  to  the  Issuing  Commissary  to 
furnish  you  with  Provisions  regularly,  so  that  your  Men  may  be 
employed  more  advantageously  than  in  collecting  them,  for  notwith- 
standing the  trouble  or  inconveniency  of  furnishing  the  ScouUog 
parties  therewith,  yet  it  should  be  done  if  .possible,  for,  if  it  is  left 
to  themselves  to  procure,  I  am  much  afraid  irregularities  will  be 
committed  and  complaints  exhibited  by  the  inhabitants,  that  may 
employ  more  of  your  time  to  rectify  than  you  will  find  leisure  for. 

Brigade  Majors  are  not  furnished  with  Commissions.  It  is  cus- 
tomary, I  believe,  to  establish  their  Rank  by  signifying  it  in  General 
Orders. 

The  Paymasters  of  each  County  have  generally  paid  the  Men  for 
their  rations  of  Liquor,  as  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  furnish  it. 

I  hope  the  Assembly,  at  their  next  Sitting,  will  put  a  Stop  to  a 
practice  so  expensive,  and  on  many  accounts  very  injurious. 

lam,  with  respect,  Sir, 

your  very  hum.  Serv*. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Lacey,  Ju^'. 


Circular  op  Council,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  February  6th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Congress  having  appointed  Bobert  Lettis  Hooper,  jun"",  Jonathan 
Mifflin  and  Nathaniel  Falconer,  Superintendants  of  the  Magasines, 
to  be  laid  up  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  army,  in  pursuance  of 

^SeC'^age  226. 
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the  law  of  this  State.    Toi}  are  therefore  to  apply  to  them,  or  either 
of  them,  for  money  and  kistmetkniai  as  oeMsion  mqr  reqtiire. 
I  aiD;  Siri 

Your  very  humble  serrant. 
Kchard  Bache,  /|   ^^^  Lancaster,  Chester,  the  Northern 

parts  of  the  Western  Shore  of  Mary- 
land, the  Eastern  shore  of  the  same 
State,  and  the  Delaware  State. 


Col.  John  Fatten,  late  of 
the  Continental  armyj 
Henry  HoUingsworth, 
James  Bead, 


S^lJrBf'ers,  jfottheWeBtSideofSominehann.. 

Bobert  Lettis  Hooper,  j'.  S  Superintendants  for  Sussex  in  New  Jer^ 
Jonathan  Mifflin,  v     sey,  counties  Northampton,  Bucks^ 

Natthaniel  Faljoner,         )     Berks  and  Philad*. 


CoUNOUf  TO  GaNBBAL  WABHIKaTON,  177& 

Lancaster^  7**  Febm^,  1778. 
Sir, 

Conncil  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Exoell'y  on  the  15^  day^ 
of  last  month,  in  the  words  of  the  inclosed  Copy;  &  tui  the  urgency 
of  levying  men  to  ffll  up  the  Penn*  Batt%  pressed  on  the  spirits  of 
the  memMrs,  they  wished  to  see  officers  for  that  purpose,  appear. 
But  after  waiting  some  time,  &  finding  none  sent  up,  they  have  feared 
that  their  Letter  had  miscarried.  However,  as  6en>  Wayne,  when 
last  here,  was  possessed  of  their  plan  of  raising  recruits,  k  promised 
to  aid  in  finding  the  most  suitable  officers,  they  rested  the  buBiness 
much  on  their  Letter,  &  the  Oen^'«  known  Zeal  and  industry  in  pro- 
moting the  public  service.  But  they  now  apprehend  that  some  acci- 
dent has  intervened,  &  at  least  delayed  this  necesdaiy  Bufiiness. 
They  hope,  that  if  it  be  not  so,  or  that  every  thing  is  d<»n^  that  can 
be  expected,  Y'  "EiJ  will  impute  this  renewal  of  their  application,  to 
a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  present  moment. 

By  CaptP  Moore. 
Indoriedf 

To  His  Sxeellenoy,  General  Washington. 

♦  See  page  180. 
Vol.  VI— 11 


143  IBNKSTLTAIHA  ABGHITSS  1778. 


COUNOIL  TO  DXLMATBB  IK  OoKQBBSB,  1778. 

Ill  Oonnoili 

Lancaster,  FeVj  7, 1778. 
Gentlemen : 

The  late  Council  of  Safety^  appointed  by  General  Assembly 
wrote  to  the  Hn'ble  Board  of  War,  on  the  17^^  of  Ootob^  last,  and 
mentioned  M'  Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  and  M'  John  Biddle,  in  the 
quarter  Master's  line,  as  persons  against  whom  complaint  had  been 
made.* 

We  understand  that  you  have  lately  been  called  upon  to  show  the 
evidence  on  which  this  charge,  so  fir  as  relates  to  M*"  Hooper,  is 
founded,  and  that  you  had  not  been  famished  with  the  facts  which 
are  alledged  against  him. 

The  People  of  th%  County  of  Northampton  have  been  loud  in  their 
complaints  against  M'  Hoop^ )  but  as  business  of  more  consequence 
has  been  generally  before  this  Council,  it  has  not  been  attended  to, 
perhaps,  so  fully  as  it  ought  to  have  been ;  nor  the  evidences  col- 
lected witli  the  necessary  care.  This  Council  haye  no  personal  pique 
against  M'^ooper;  but  injustice  to  the  late  Council  of  Safety  the 
proofs  which  have  been  collected  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  Board 
of  War :  And  for  thispurpose,  they  are  enclosed  to  you.  By  theie 
yoo  will  see  that  M'  Hooper  has  made  a  practice  of  granting  papers 
to  persons  travelling  directly  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  State,  which 
as  deputy  quarter  M',  he  had  no  pretension  of  authority  to  do ;  and 
that  he  not  only  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  required  by 
our  laws,  but  used  his  influence  to  prevent  others  from  taking  it, 
which  has  doubtless  been  greatly  injurious  to  the  General  cause  of 
America,  and  to  the  County  of  Northampton  in  particular.  What 
31'  Hooper's  inducement  to  this  may  have  been  we  are  uninformed. 
We  know  of  ,no  objections  made  against  this  oath  by  any  persons 
whatever,  but  that  allegiance  to  the  King  of.  Great  Britain  is  re- 
nounced and  refused;  allegiance  to  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania as  a  free  &  independent  state  acknowledged ;  and  an  engage- 
ment tp  do  nothing  injurious  to  this  independence  as  establish^  bjf 
Congress,  and  to  discover  Conspiracies  against  this  or  any  of  the 
United  States.  These  are  really  the  objections  made  against  this 
oath.  The  Gentlemen  who  have  opposed  the  frame  of  Government, 
have  made  little  objection  to  it :  If  it  had  been  otherwise,  M**  Hooper 
can  have  no  pretension  to  found  his  objection  on  this  grouud — for 
he  has  made  application  to  Council  for  office  under  the  present 
Government,  which  was  not  granted,  because  men  undoubtedly 
better  qualified  for  it  were  willing  to  accept  it 

Council  have  no  wish, to  do  the  smallest  injustice  to  M'  Hooper, 
and  therefore  send  you  the  following  paragraph  of  a  letter,  now  before 

♦  See  Vol.  v.,  p.  688. 
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ikeniy  from  Robert  LeTen,  Eeq',  vib  t  '<  With  respect  to  M'  Hooper^s 
**  diBooongiDg  the  inhabitaDta  of  this  oounty  to  take  the  oatk  of 
*'  allegianoe^  it  has  been  too  geDeral  and  too  glaring  to  deny ;  and 
<<  with  respect  to  passes^  eTidenoe  thereof  is  before  Council;  Bnt  as 
**  to  partiality  in  pressing  Waggons  to  the  distress  of  Whig^B  and  the 
**  relief  of  tories,  I  believe  the  information  b  ill  founded.'' 

Perhaps  it  is  not  foreign  to  the  present  business  to  say,  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend  that  M'  Hooper  may  have  taken  some  merit  to 
himself  from  the  Vigilance  and  activity  of  M'  Conrad  Kreider,  who 
was  appointed  Waggon  M'  for  Northampton  county,  and  exerted 
himself  in  that  office  with  great  Zeal  and  industry. 

JXrecied. 

To  the  honorable,  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congtess. 


Council  to  Statb  Navy  Board,  1778. 

Lancaster,  Feb^  7, 1778. 


In  Council, 


GenilemeB, 

It  has  been  suggested  that  it  is  practicable  to  annoy  the  enemy  in 
the  riv^  below  Philadelphia,  with  Barges,  called  Guard  boats.  A 
spirit  of  enterjMise  in  this  way  has  discovered  itself  in  Capt.  Barry 
&  other  officers  in  the  Continental  Navy,  and  other  persons,  particu- 
larly  in  the  Delaware.  This  State  promises  considerable  advantage 
to  the  adventurers  as  well  as  to  the  public.  Application  has  been 
made  to  Council  by  Captain  Dougherty  and  Mr.  John  Naghton 
requesting  to  be  permitted  to  have  two  of  the  boats  to  fit  out  for 
this  purpose.  Their  request  would  have  been  readily  granted,  but 
that  Council  waited  to  find  Captain  Barry's  example  inducing  the 
officers  &  men  of  our  fleet  for  a  time  specified.  Their  publick  exev> 
tions,  we  would  wish  to  encourage  &  reward,  asking  the  use  of  those 
Barges  on  the  same  footing  that  others  offer  to  take  them — ^that 
IS  to  say,  to  give  security  for  the  safe  return  of  the  boats,  find  men 
&  victuals,  &  take  all  they  get  from  the  enemy,  giving  security, 
and  acting  under  Commis"  as  privateers.  For  if  any  benefit  can 
arise  frx>m  a  plan  of  this  kind,  it  ought  to  be  to  the  officers  and  men 
who  have  signalized  themselves  in  the  time  of  danger.  Council  there- 
fore direct  you  to  permit  as  many  of  the  Boats  as  may  be  spared 
to  be  fitted  out  immediately  on  the  terms  aforesaid  by  our  offijcers  or 
otheis. 

For  this  purpose,  Blank  Commissions  from  Congress  are  now 
enclosed  to  yon.  They  are  to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the 
Commanders  of  the  Barges,  but  it  may  be  convenient  to  term  them 
Captains,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  soitable  exchanges,  Ih 
case  of  Capture.    Skipper,  Midshipman,  Boatswain|  Ooxswsiiii  havo 
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1>«6ii  SQggested.  Ton  will  acoomodate  Ibis  with  the  G^ndetten, 
whose  case  we  oonsnlt  hi  this  oaution.  They  may  at  the  eame  time 
wear  what  Titles  they  chuse. 

Gounoil  suppose  that  yoor  board  will  think  it  advisable  belbre 
long  to  fit  ont  2  or  8  of  the  Gallies,  to  restrain  the  efibrts  <tf  the 
Enemy  up  the  Delaware.  Farther  instaruotions  conoemingj  the  fleet 
wiTI  be  given  after  the  assembly  meets. 

Mr.  Bradfbrds  letter  of  the  24th  of  Jan',  is  reeeived  and  the  ht- 
going  will  be  considered  as  a  reply. 

N.  6.   Bonds  are  to  be  given  with  security  in  the  penal  snm  of 
6000  DoUars;  &  the  bonds  sent  to  Councif  to  be  forwarded  to  Ooq- 
gress. 
Directed, 

To  the  Navy  Board  at  Burlington. 


Coh.  R.  McCalbstbr  to  Prksidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

FeVy  7th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Tour  orders  of  the  20th  of  Jan'y  came  to  hand  the  29th  of  i^ 
Month — I  have  Dispatched  them  to  every  Comer  of  the  Connty-* 
Oiving  the  strictest  orders  to  h«ve  the  arms  of  the  Militia  Inspeetel 
into,  and  a  Return  of  the  Public  arms  made  to  me  with  as  amok 
epeed  as  Foeable,  which  shall  Transmit  to  y*  Ezelency  ctt  sight 
Indeed  this  Ooun^  will  not  Produce  maney  arms  worth  notioe,  as 
sometime  Past  they  ware  Mostly  taken  into  the  service. 

I  inclose  a  Oert&cate  m  fav'r  af  the  Bearer  Maj'r  Joseph  Lilley, 
who  is  on  his  way  to  Camp. 
I  am  with  Due  Respect 

T'  Ezelencies 

Most  ob*  H«*  Serv*, 

SD.  McOALESTEB. 

S.  B.  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  get  a  Return  of  all  the  offiocis 
of  this  County  of  those  that  marched,  alltho'  Repeatedly  al  it,  as 
iBOon  as  I  can  odeot  it,  will  Imediotely  send  it  to  CounoiL 

R.  MoC. 

His  Ezelenoy  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Eze«  Council 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvaniay  Lancaster. 

Fa/d  by  Maj'r  Lilley. 
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James  Bead  to  Sec'y  Matlace,  1778. 

Sir, 

At  8  o'dook  this  afteraoon  joor  Letter  to  me  of  the  8d  Instant* 
came  to  hand;  which  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  reoei?e  sooner;  as  I  fear 
yon  will  not  receive  my  answer  in  Time ;  there  being  no  Person  I 
know  of  going  to  Lancaster,  However  I  ^all,  as  soon  as  I  dose  tiiia 
LettOTi  enqnire  for,  and  perhaps  (as  the  Bead  is  much  tvaveUed) 
may  find  some  body  going  that  way. 

Several  Writs  have  issued  retnmable  Tuesday  n^t,  and  the 
People  know  that,  on  proper  applications;  they  may  have  Writs ; 
but,  there  not  being  a  single  attorney  in  our  County  who  does  Busi«* 
ness,  few  apply.  uF  any  one  comes  to  me,  I,  as  a  Friend,  aesisi  tho 
Justice  in  issuing  the  Writ,  of  which  he  keeps  a  memorandum^  and 
the  Sheriff  will  make  his  Betuni.  Who  will  then  take  up  the 
Business  on  the  Part  of  the  Plaintiff  is  uncertain.  If  onlv  one 
Bttomey  should  attend  it  would  be  of  ill  consequence.  If  he  be  for 
the  Plaintiff  a  Judm*  will  be  obtained  in  almost  every  action,  as 
few  know  how  to  appear  for  themselves ;  if  for  the  Defendant,  he 
will  obtain  a  Non  proes,  and  an  Execution  may  iesne  against  the 
the  Plaintiff  for  Costs.  Thus,  till  several  (Gentlemen  of  the  law 
attend  the  Court,  I  think,  seriously,  the  issuing  Process  will  answer 
no  good  End.  I  proposed  a  Bemedy  for  the  Evil  in  the  House  of 
Assembly,  but  nothing  was  concluded  on  relative  to  my  raotion« 
The  Business  of  the  Common  Pleas  has  not  been  retarded  by  my 
beln^  a  Member  of  Assembly.  Mr.  James  WhitehetKl  has,  <^  latci 
■eted  as  Clerk  in  Sessions,  having  been  appointed  on  a  Hint  of  the 
Ho&'ble,  the  Vice-President,  in  a  Letter  to  me  for  a  pro  Tempore^ 
ai^pointmeiit,  and  Business  in  Sessions  has  hitherto  gone  on.  Some 
time  since  the  Justices  recommended  me,  Mr.  Whitehead,  and  Mr. 
Henry  Christ,  Jun'.  I  will  bring  with  me  that  recommendation  to 
Lancaster,  the  18th  Instant.  I  conceive  a  way  may  be  fallen  upon 
to  remove  the  Impediments,  so  that  the  Business  of  our  Courts  may 
be  put  in  a  good  Train.  My  sentiments  on  this  important  subject 
will  be  more  proper  for  a  conversation  than  communicable  by  letter^ 
therefore,  I  shall  give  them  freely  &  fully  to  you  when  I  shall  have 
the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  (as  I  shall  shortly)  at  Lancaster.  In  ^e 
mean  time  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  much  affeotioB 
and  esteem, 

Sir, 

your  most  humble  serv* 

JAMES  BEAD. 

Beading,  February  the  7**,  1778,  Saturday  evening. 
Dtreciedf 

To  Timothy  Matlaok,  Esqaire,  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Szeciv 
tive  Council,  &c.,  at  Lancaster. 

By  favor  of  John  Morris,  Esq'. 

*  See  page  284. 
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Commodore  Hazblwood  to  President  Wharton,  1778, 

Sir, 

I  leoeived  your  Exoellenoy's  two  letters  of  the  2i^  "Detf  &  8*^ 
Jan^,'^  &  note  the  ConteDts.  We  have  done  every  thing  in  oor 
power  for  the  safety  of  the  Fleet  &  \heir  StoreSj  &  have  been  as 
carefaU  as  we  conld  to  keep  the  People  together,  notwithstandiog 
all,  there  is  a  number  of  them  deserted.  We  have  got  the  Cannon 
on  board  the  Galleys  again,  &  the  Stores,  &  are  making  ready  the 
Fleet  as  fast  possible,  &  hope  shall  be  able  to  proceed  down  the 
Biyer  in  a  few  days,  as  there  is  no  loe  now  in  it,  &  the  weather 
pretty  moderate,  &  I  hope  oar  People  will  be  better  satbfied,  for  I 
am  teazed  to  death  with,  one  complaint  or  other,  in  particular  for 
their  pay. 

I  should  have  wrote  to  your  Ezoellency  long  ago,  but  my  per* 
plezity  with  the  People,  &  the  short  notice  1  have  had  of  any 
opportunity  going  your  way. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  &  Council's  thought  of  the 
great  expenoe  I  have  been  at,  &  hope  your  Excellency  &  Council 
will  fix  something  for  me  that  will  be  equal  to  it^  for  my  pay  only 
will  not  half  support  me  in  my  station — ^I  have  sunk  a  great  deid 
of  money  since  I  have  been  in  the  service. 

I  have  received  orders  from  Oeneral  Washington  to  send  to  Camp 
all  the  Men  that  we  received  as  a  reinforcement  from  him  when 
down  at  Fort  Island.  I  have  wrote  him  about  it,  &  indosed  you 
have  a  copy  of  the  letter  wrote  him,f  but  have  not  received  any 
answer  as  yet.  If  we  are  to  send  them  to  Camp  we  cannot  pay 
them  what  is  due  for  this  two  months  past. 

I  have  been  informed  by  Capt.  Blewer  &  some  others  That  a  Col' 
Smith,  who  was  in  Fort  Mifftn  for  some  time,  has  made  free  with 
my  character,  which  surpritses  me  much.  He  received  some  hurt  in 
bis  arm  in  the  Fort,  came  over  to  Red  Bank,  &  another  officer  sent 
to  take  the  Command  at  the  Fort  in  his  place.  One  day  Oen'  Vamom 
sent  for  me  on  shore  to  meet  him  at  Col.  Green's,  at  Red  Bank  Fort. 
I  went,  &  after  doing  my  business  with  him,  Col.  Smith, mention'd 
something  to  me  about  the  Galleys  that  I  knew  to  be  false.  I.  told 
him  he  was  a  lying  scoundrel,  with  that  he  made  a  stroke  at  me,  & 
nothing  prevented  me  for  treating  him  as  he  deserved  but  Gen'l 
Vernom  k  a  number  of  other  officers  who  interfered,  &  I  was  de- 
termined to  take  an  opportunity  to  call  him  to  account  for  it,  but 
Gen'l  Vernom  constantly  begeing  me  to  make  the  matter  up,  &  even 
brought  him  on  board  the  Province  Sloop  one  night  after  dark, 
where  part  of  our  board  was  present,  &  insisted  that  we  should  be 
friends.  After  a  great  deal  of  persuasions  of  both  sides,  the  matter 
was  settled ;  we  drank  together  &  parted  friends.  I  heard  no  more 
of  it  until  lately,  but  I  cannot  find  any  person  who  heaid  hio^  lay 

*  See  pp.  182, 167.  t  ^^  P*  ^^ 
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ity  or  I  Bhoald  call  him  to  t  proper  aoconnt  for  it  Gap.  Blewer 
likewise  informed  me  that  a  nombea  of  People  blames  us  for  bani- 
ing  the  Ships.  I  wrote  year  Excellence  &  Oouncil  folly  on  that 
head  before,  which  I  thought  was  satisfactory.* 

I  have  now  to  inform  yonr  Excellency  That  we  have  had  sevdral 
applications  for  the  borrowing  some  of  onr  armed  Boatd,  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  oor  own  State,  &  that  they  would  Mann  k  Viotnid 
them  themseWes,  &  woald  haul  them  down  to  Salem  by  I^and,  & 
annoy  the  enemy  down  the  Eiver.  With  the  approbation  of  the 
Navy  Board  I  have  lent  them.  I  should  have  sent  them  down  owt* 
selves,  but  I  was  afraid  to  trust  our  People  with  them,  as  they  had 
run  away  with  two  Boats  to  the  enemy,  that  we  had  sent  down  some 
time  before.  If  yonr  Excellency  do  not  approve  of  the  Boats  being 
lent,  we  will  call  them  in  immediately.  We  have  one  Boat  down 
that  is  on  the  Fleet's  account ;  with  a  pickt  crew  on  board  that  I 
think  may  be  depended  on,  &  Cap"  Collins  in  her,  which  I  hope  will 
take  something  before  he  returns,  having  not  to  add,  * 
am  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient 

&  very  h'ble  serv*, 

Trenton,  Feb^  8%  1778.  JOHN  HAZELWOOD. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  for  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. . 


Thomas  Jonjss,  D.  0-  G.,^o ,  1778. 

(Copy.) 

Camp,  near  Valey  Forge,  FeV  8th,  1778. 
Sir, 

IJnderneath  you  have  an  ace*  of  what  constitutes  a  Ration,  as 
agreed  on  by  a  Board  of  General  officers,  on  28th  December  last, 
to  be  delivered  out  to  the  Troops,  viz : 

IJ  ft  Beef,  1  ft  Pork,  or  li  ft  Salt  Fish  «  Man  a  Day;  IJ  ft 
Soft  Bread,  or  Flower,  1  ft  Hard  Bread,  i  Gill  Wisky,  or  Rum,  « 
Man  ^  Day,  in  Lieu  of  Beer ;  3  ft  Candles  ^  100  Men  ^  Week 
for  Guards,  24  ft  Soft  Soap,  or  8  ft  of  hard  Soap,  ^  100  Men  ^ 
Week. 

N.  B.  The  Liquer  to  be  Issued  only  on  General  or  Special  orders. 
You  are  therefore  Requested,  on  any  account  whatsoever,  not  to 
Deliver  any  more  but  agreeable  to  the  above  orders,  untiU  further 
Direction  from  me.    I  am  sir, 

yonr  humble  serv't, 

THOMAS  JONES, 
D.  C.  G.  of  Issues. 

*  866  pages  47, 121. 
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Pbbsidbnt  or  Conobbss  to  Pebsidbnt  Whartqn,  1778* 

Yod:  Town,  Bth  Feboiury,  1778. 
Sir; 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  laai  LeUeri  under  the  27tti  pael 
This  will  be  aoeompanied  bj  a  printed  Aet  of  Oongreae  of  tke 
8d  Insii''^  k  6  Copies,  for  obliging  offioen,  militarj  A  oiyil,  holding 
ap|K)intment0  under  Congress,  to  qualify  tbemselyes  for  acting  in 
their  respeotive  offices,  by  taking  certain  Oaths  therein  prescribed, 
ef  which  yonr  Bzoellenoy  is  requested  to  give  public  Notice  in  tka 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  &  to  lay  copies  of  the  Act  before  the  Legis- 
lative ft  Bzecutive  Authorities  of  the  State. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  Regard  sir, 

your  Bxoellency'j 

obedient  humble  serv't 

HENRT  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congress. 
DireeUdy 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  Penn- 
sylvania. 


GEH'ir  Wayhb  to  RBORiTiTiNa  Ofpicbrs,  1778. 

Camp,  Mount  Joy,  10th  Peb'y,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

Ton  are  to  proceed  Immediately  to  Lancaster,  when  yon  will  wait 
on  his  Excellency  Gov'r  Wharton,  for  Instructions,  for  ihe  reomitmg 
Service. 

I  shall  only  Caution  you  to  guard  asainst  Inlisf  g  any  person  fbr 
a  soldier,  who  may  have  Ruptures,  Sore  Leggs,  or  old  running  wounds 
— ^I  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  your  abi^y  and  attachments  to  the 
Cause,  and  am  well  assured,  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  jotff 
Part  to  Compleat  your  Respective  Corps  with  all  possable  iMspatofa. 
Ton  will  from  time  to  time,  advise  me  of  your  success  in  the  R^ 
cruiting  [Service,  with  such  observations  as  may  tend  to  fiunlitste 
this  essential  business. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

your  mo.  ob* 

humble  Servant 

ANTT  WAYNE,  B.  0. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  416. 
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A  List  of  Officers  whcTare'  Ordered  on  the  Becrait'g  fierrioe. 
Of  1st  Reg*  Penn.  Of  7th  Reg*  Penn. 

Capt.  W3I^  WiIlsoD.  Capt.  WiHiam  Alexander . 

Lieut.  Day'  Zigler.  Lieut.  Ja*  Williamson. 

Of  2d  Reg*  Penn.  Of  8th  Beg*  Penn. 

Capt.  Sam^  Talbort  Capt.  Sam^  Miller. 

Lieut.  John  Stoy.  Aajutant  Crawford. 

Of  4  th  Reg*  Penn.  Of  10th  Reg*  Penn. 

Capt  Edward  Scnll.  Lieat  Ben.  Carpenter. 

Lient.  W"  Henderson.  do.    Bob*  Hooper. 

Of  5th  Beg*  Penn.  Of  11th  Beg*  Penn. 

Capt.  W»  Oldham.  Lient  John  Pearson. 

Lieut.  Ch*  M'Henrj.  do.    Ben.  Hammond. 

N.  B.  The  Gentlemen  are  desired  in  a  particular  manner^  to  tnl:o 
Notice  and  apprehend  all  Deserters  of  what  State  soever. 


PRKSTDENT    OF   CONQRFSS    TO    PRESIDENT   WHAKTON,    1778. 

•York  To^,  10th  Pcb'y,  1778. 
Bir, 

I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  the  8th  Inst.,  by  Messenger  Barry. 
Under  this  Cover  your  Excellency  will  receive  an  Aet  of  Conflresa 
for  restraining  &  preventing  Malconduct  in  Continental  Officers  Civil 
ft  Mihtary  k  for  correcting  the  abuse  of  Snpemumereries  in  the  Civil 
Lioe.  Also  an  Aet  of  the  same  date  recommending  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States  to  Euaot  Laws  for  the  most  speedy  ft 
effectual  recovery  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States  of  America. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  regard.  Sir, 

Your  Exoellencey's  Obedient 
ft  most  humble  Servant 

HISNIIY  LAURENS 

President  of  Congress. 

Direcied, 

His  Excellency  Present  Whwlen^  Pennsylvania. 

11* 
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Gbn.  Washington  to  Pebsident  Wharton,  1778. 

Head  Qaarten,  Valley  Forge,  10*^  Feb^^,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  bare  been  honored  with  yonr  favors  of  the  15^  and  22*  nit*,* 
with  the  aevtad  pnblio  acts  referred  to  inclosed.  I  most  sincerely 
wish  that,  for  oompleating  yonr  quota  of  men,  may  be  fonnd  adequate 
to  the  purpose,  but  I  very  much  doubt  it.  I  have  ordered  two 
proper  Officers  from  every  Regiment  belonging  to  your  State,  to 
repair  to  Lancaster,  and  take  their  recruiting  instructions  from  yon. 

I  observe,  that  the  State  have  appointed  Col^  Francis  Johnston  to 
receive  and  distribute  the  Gloathing  collected  by  the  Oommisdonen. 
That  Qentleman  has  not  been  able  to  do  duty  for  some  time  on 
account  of  his  Health,  he  is  not  in  Gamp  at  present,  and  I  do  not 
find  that  he  is  expected.  I  therefore  most  earnestly  desire  that 
some  other  may  be  appointed,  and  that  what  doathing  is  collected 
may  be  immediately  sent  down.  General  Wayne  brought  a  tolerable 
supply  for  the  two  Brigades  under  his  command ;  but  the  3',  6*, 
9^,  12^^,  and  18*^  Begiments  are  in  great  distress,  and  are  the  ifiore 
uneasy  and  discontented,  as  they  sec  their  companions  are  prorided 
for. 

Gol>  Luttorloh,  Deputy  Q'  M'  General,  informs  me  that  he  fonnd 
a  considerable  quantity  of  doathing  collected  at  Beading,  waiting 
for  an  order  to  be  sent  forward.  This  being  the  particular  proper^ 
of  your  State,  I  did  not  think  myself  at  lil^rty  to  interfere  with  it, 
but  I hopeyou  will  immediately  order  it  to  Gamp.  It  may  come 
down  by  Water  and  sat^e  the  labor  and  ezpence  or  Waggons. 

It  certainly  was  never  expected  or  intended,  that  the  States 
should  furnish  their  Officers  with  such  Gloathing  as  was  demanded 
of  yours.  The  recommendation  of  Gonjpress  is,  that  each  State 
ahottld  furnish  their  Officers  and  Men  with  proper  (by  which  I 
understand  decent  and  substantial)  doathing,  at  a  price  in  propo^ 
tion  to  their  pay,  and  that  the  loss,  which  will  arise  betwem  the 
first  eost  and  the  price  at  which  it  may  be  charged  upon  deliveiy, 
jihall  be  defrayed  by  the  Gontinent  at  large. 

Indosed  you  have  the  Betum  of  the  Goranussioned  and  Staff 
Officers  of  your  State.  You  will  observe  that  there  are  many  pro- 
motions and  vacancies  to  fill.  I  put  a  stop  to  them  untill  the  new 
arrangement  of  the  Army,  now  under  consideration,  shall  be  oom- 
pleated. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  Serv«, 

G»  WA.SHINOT0N. 

«  See  pages  180,  200, 
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Gbn.  Wayne  to  Prbsidknt  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp,  Mount  Joy,  10«*  Peb^,  1778. 
Bear  Sir, 

Enclosed  ia  a  list  of  Ae  Offioen  sent  on  the  Reoroiting  service* 
from  my  Division,  who  you  will  see  by  the  within  InstraotionB  are 
Directed  to  wait  oayoar  Excellenoy  for  Recmiting  Orders.  I  wish 
they  may  meet  with  that  saocess  that  the  Exigency  of  the  ease 
reqnires — ^but  I  fear  that  nothmg  short  of  a  Draft  will  save  Ameriea 
^however  the  effect,  of  a  total  prohibition  of  the  sabstitute  bnsi- 
ness  OQght  first  to  be  tryed.     I  flatter  myself  that  when  the  People 

Sho  used  to  hire  themselves  as  sabstitutes)  once  find  that  no  more 
mdred  Dollars  can  be  had  in  that  way,  that  they  will  Enlist  in 
the  line  of  the  Continent. 

Bat  I  am  confident  that  they  never  will  whilst  any  Idea  is  held 
up  of  a  family  nibstitute — for  it  is  only  hireing  a  man  to  day,  and 
he  may  be  sent  to-morrow  as  a  sabstitute  belonging  to  my  family. 

Will  you  and  the  Hon'ble  Council  use  your  Influence  with  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  put  this  substitute  business  totally  out  of  the 
Question — for  believe  me  that  the  Salvation  of  this  State  Depends 
upon  the  exertions  that  may  be  made  during  the  Winter  towarda 
filling  the  Continental  Regiments. 

I  wish  you  to  order  all  such  Recruits  as  may  be  enlisted,  to  be 
completely  Uniformed  before  they  leave  Lancaster — I  also  wish  that 
no  more  Cloth  be  made  up  into  Coats  unless  it  be  blue,  but  that  all 
the  rest  be  made  into  Overalls  and  Vests,  except  such  Colours  as 
will  admit  of  being  dyed  blue — the  Virginians  have  rec'd  Blue 
Cloth  sufficient  for  to  Uniform  the  whole  of  their  Troop^so  that  I 
fear  we  shall  be  eclipsed  by  all  the  other  States,  unless  we  take 
some  pains  to  give  our  Soldiers  an  Eligent  Uniform — ^for  I  do  lay  it 
down  as  a  position  that  the  best  Dressed  Troops  will  ever  be  both 
the  Bealthiett  and  the  Bravest  with  equal  Discipline  and  Regimen. 

The  Clothier  Qenecal  Informed  me  when  I  was  at  Lancaster  that 
there  were  shirts  in  plenty  at  Camp.  I  find  he  was  mistaken,  for 
alUio  some  Hundreds  of  our  poor  worthy  fellows  have  not  a  single 
ra^  of  a  shirt,  (but  are  obliged  to  wesr  their  waistcoats  next  their 
skins  k  to  sleep  in  them  at  nights,)  I  have  not  been  able  to  draw 
a  single  shirt  from  the  store,  for  the  want  of  which  our  men  are 
fiJlin^  sick  in  numbers  every  day— contracting  vermin  and  dying  in 
Hospitals,  in  a  condition  shookine  to  Humanity,  &  horrid  in  idea — 
for  Ood  rake  procure  a  Quantity  Tor  me  if  you  strip  the  Dutchmen 
for  them — ^which  I  beg  you'l  Order  to  Camp  together  with  such 
other  Cloathing  as  may  be  ready,  with  all  possible  Dispatch. 
Interim  I  am  your  Excellencies  most  Ob't 
&  very  Hum^  Serv't, 

ANTY  WAYNE, 

*  See  page  240. 
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Directed. 

Od  Public  Service. 

Bis  EfoeUeney  Tbomaa  Whartoo,  lE^f,  President  of  Pennsa.; 
Lancaster. 

Ant'j  Wajno, 


Ephraim  Blaine,  Esq.  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp  at  Valley  Forge,  PeVy  12, 1778. 
SoE'Sir.   , 

The  peglect  in  the  Quarter  Master  Department,  not  keepioff  up  ■ 
continual  supply  of  waggons  from  the  Magazines  with  provisioDs, 
fenders  it  difficult  for  me  to  support  the  army ;  have  not  recdved 
one  Brigade  of  Waggons  from  Lancaster  or  the  Back  counties  this 
three  Weeks.  The  Quarter  Masters  complain  they  have  no  power 
to  press  and  have  great  difficulty  in  procuring  a  single  Team. 
WouM  riequest  your  honor's  immediate  assistance  to  adopt  sock 
measures  as  to  your  prudence  may  Eifiect,  drawing  out  the  neoessaiy 
supply  of  Teams^  Two  Hundred  &  odd  will  be  wanting  in  our 
Department. 

If  this  salutary  measure  cannot  he  put  in  execution  very  shortly, 
the  army  will  suffer.  There  is  Flour  and  Whiskey  in  every  county 
sufficient  to  load  such  waggons  as  may  he  commanded.  The  bad- 
ness of  the  Roads  have  deprived  a  single  waggon  from  coming  to 
Camp  this  several  days.  * 

I  am  with  great  respect. 

Tour  Honor's  most  obed't  and 
most  H'ble  Serv't, 

EPH.  BLAINE,  D.  C.  0. 
PCrcctedj 

Qovwrnor  Wharton. 


Col,  Rich'd  Butleb  to  Peesident  Wharton,  1779. 
6ir, 

In  Obedience  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington's  Orders,  I 
send  Capt*  Grant  &  Lieuten't  Brown,  of  my  Regiment,  to  wait  on 
joxm  Eaioelleney  for  your  Instructions  to  Superintend  the  Recruit- 
in^  Services;  ft  firom  their  Conduct  ft  Character,  as  officers,  I  hope 
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they  .wilt  answer  the  Pqrpose  Intended.  If  they  sllo^ld  not,  I 
will  on  the  first  notice  Send  other  two  to  relieve  them,  bat  flatter 
myself  there  will  be  no  need.   • 

I  now  beg  leave  to  mention  to  yonr  Excellency,  and  the  members 
of  the  Honourable  Supreme  Executive  Oounoil  of  the  State,  the  dis- 
agreeable, &  in  fact,  Distressed  State  of  the  Regiment  I  have  tb# 
Honour  to  Command ;  they  are  totally  naked  for  body  Cloathing,  & 
not  a  Blanket  to  seven  men,  I  have  been  obliged  to  Retain  the  Tenttf 
as  substitutes  for  blankets  to  keep  them  from  the  Inclemency  of  the 
Beason  at  night.  This  is  a  true  through  disagreeable  state  of  tbeir 
Situations,  &  yet  I  have  to  say  to  their  honor,  there  is  fewer  de- 
sertions than  any  Reg*  I  know ;  these  Facts  Renders  their  Situation 
very  uncomfortable  &  the  Officers  unhappy,  but  I  Rely  on  it  that 
Your  Excellency  &  the  Honbl  Council  will  have  us  in  view  &  afford 
the  earliest  Relief. 

I  would  not  be  so  Prolix  in  this  my  first  Address  to  Tour  Excel- 
lency, but  that  there  is  no  general  Officer  of  the  State  to  state  our 
Necessitys,  which  I  dont  Confine  to  my  own  Regt,  as  there  is  three 
other  of  tbe  State  in  the  same  Condition,  or  as  near  as  Can  be  sup* 
pos*,  viz.,  the  3d,  6th,  12th ;  it  Causes  some  little  uneasiness  to  see 
General  Waynes  Divission  so  much  better  Provided  for  than  those 
of  Major  Oen^  Lord  Sterlings,  who  belooe  to  the  same  State,  but 
Your  Excellency  may  Depend,-  that  evry  Idea  of  Partiality  shall  bo 
suppress'  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  &  lofluence.  Relying  on  Yonr 
Excellency  &  the  Honb'  Council  for  the  earliest  supply  to  the  wants 
of  the  whole. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  the  most  Profound  Respect, 

Your  Exeellencys  Most  Obedient 

and  very  Humble  Servant, 

RICH'D  BUTLER, 
Col.  9th  Penna»  Regt 

Camp  at  Valley  Forge,  the  12th  Feb'y,  1778. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  Governor  Wharton,  Preeid*  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Peusylvania,  Lancaster. 

y  hr  Capt"  Grant,  9th  P.  Reg*. 


SH  tmffBJLYASlA  ABCHIVBS  1778; 

Ghn.  Washinton  to  P&B8IBBNT  Whartoh,  1778. 

Head  Qaartera,  Valley  Forge^  12th  FeVj,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  7th  instant^  which  b  folly  aa- 
•wered  by  mine  of  the  10th.* 

When  the  Winter  Quarters  of  the  Army  were  arranged,  it  vu 
agreed  between  Gen'l  Armstrong  and  myself,  that  the  Militia  of  tbii 
State  should  coyer  the  Country  between  the  Schuylkill  and  Delft- 
ware,  in  order  to  prevent  the  incursions  of  small  parties  of  the 
Enemy,  and  to  cut  off  the  intercourse  between  the  City  and  Couo^. 

The  number  of  Militia  fixed  upon  foe  this  purpose  were  one  thoa* 
sand,  which  Gen'l  Armstrong  promised  should  be  regularly  kept 
up.  Upon  the  appointment  of  Oen'l  Lacey,  Oen'l  Potter,  who  had 
been  long  from  home,  gave  up  the  command  to  him.  As  I  have 
not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Gen'l  Lacy,  I  will  not  undertake  to  sajr 
whether  the  little  that  has  been  done  since  Gen'l  Potters  departure, 
has  been  owing  to  any  want  of  activity  in  him,  or  whether  he  has 
not  been  furnished  with  the  stipulated  number  of  men  ^  but  this  is 
a  £ftot,  that  they  have  by  some  means  or  other  dwindled  away  to 
nothing,  ond  there  are  no  guards  within  twenty  miles  of  the  City  on 
the  East  Side  of  Schuylkill,  except  a  few  Patrols  of  Light  Horse, 
who  being  unsupported  by  Foot,  dare  not  go  near  the  enemy's  lines. 
Owing  to  this,  the  intercourse  of  all  the  country  between  Schuylkill 
and  Delaware  is  as  open  and  uninterrupted  as  ever  it  was,  and  most 
continue  so,  unless  a  sufficient  number  of  Militia  are  immediately 
ordered  out.  The  Continental  Troops,  much  worn  down  with  the 
fatigues  of  the  Campaign — ^building  themselves  houses  and  fortify- 
ing their  Camp,  are  unable  to  perform  more  duty  than  they  have  to 
do  on  this  Side  of  the  River,  especially  as  many  of  them  cannot  leave 
their  Quarters  for  want  of  Cloathing. 

I  hope  from  this  state  of  facts  that  you  will  immediately  order 

out  at  least  the  number  of  Men  stipulated  by  Gen'l  Armstrong,  and 

if  possible,  some  hundred  more,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the 

'  most  advanced  Guard,  as  we  find  the  continental  Troops,  (espedally 

(hose  who  are  not  Natives,)  are  very  apt  to  desert  from  the  pickets. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir,  Y'  most  ob*  Serv*. 

G«.  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  rec*  a  letter  from  Gen'l  Ia- 
oey,  dated  at  Warwick,  in  Bucks  County,  in  which  he  informs  me 
that  his  Numbers  are  reduced  to  between  60  and  lOO.f 
Directed. 

On  Public  Service — 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Eaq\y  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 

G*".  Washington. 

*  See  pages  241^  260.  f  '^^  V^9^  ^^r  226. 
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Council  to  Gbn.  Laoet^  1778. 

In  Oouncil,  Lanoaater^  Feb'j  18, 1778. 
Sir, 

Yonr  letter  of  the  2nd  iDstant*  is  now  before  nS;  and  we  hope  you 
are  considerably  reinforced  before  this  time. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Conncil  that  yon  would  direct  yonr  Brigade 
Major  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary,  nrom  time  to  time,  abstracts  of 
the  returns  of  the  Adjutants.  This  was,  heretofore,  the  business  of 
Mr.  Bully  but  the  reduced  numbers  of  the  Militia  not  requiring  his 
Services,  be^as^dismissed  &  no  person  retained  for  this  Service. 
Want  of  information  of  this  nature  makes  it  difficult  to  regulate  the 
march  of  Militia.  Their  arrival  in  Gamp  is  also  retarded  by  not 
knowing  what  Arms,  Accoutrements,  Axes,  Kettles,  &  blankets, 
remain  at  Oamp,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  dismissal  of  Militia. 
The  Oorps,  ^^  has  lately  gone  down  from  Cnmberlaud,  whose  Ser- 
Tices  at  Oamp  was  greatly  needed  at  that  time,  spent  a  week  here, 
&  were  not  without  difficulty  persuaded  to  proceed,  because  they  were 
short  of  Arms&  Blankets,  tho'  after  the  late  return  of  3000  of  onr 
people,  there  should  be  a  very  cousiderable  Quantity  of  these  furni- 
ture at  or  near  Camp.  You  will  see  by  this  the  utility  of  such 
notices. 

It  is  not  usual  to  grant  a  Commission  to  Brigade  Majors,  and  it 
is  wholly  unnecessary  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Erost,  as  he  has  a  Com- 
mission as  Lieut^ 

His  Ex^  Creneral  Washington,  having  expressed  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  distribution  of  Spirits  of  any  kind,  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  they  having  received  infor- 
mation of  his  opinions  herein ;  on  Sunday,  September  the  four- 
teenth, resolved  in  the  following  words,  viz*.,  ^*  That  the  Militia  of 
this  State,  now  in  actual  Service,  and  those  who  shall  be  called  out 
during  this  Campaign,  shall  receive  one  Shilling  Per  Day,  in  lieu  of 
all  retained  rations  of  liquor,  voted  them  at  the  last  Sitting  of  As- 
sembly." 


Council  to  Gen.  Washington,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  Feb'y  13, 1778. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  10th  instantf  is  now  before  us. 
Council  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  the  Act  for  eompleatiug 
our  Quota  of  troops  will  not  be  eflfectaal,  and  therefore  hope  that 
the  General  Assembly,  at  their  meeting  on  the  18th  instant,  will 

*  See  page  226.  f  See  page  260. 
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give  immediate  attention  to  this  great  object,  whick  we  are  senable 
is  of  the  highest  importanee  and  deserves  the  first  attention. 

Colonel  Franois  Johnston  being  in  a  State  of  health,  that  indneed 
him  to  decline  accepting  the  office  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Act  of  Assembly  respecting  Cloathinff,  Council  have  appointed  Mr. 
Jacob  8.'  Howell  to  act  in  his  stead ;  he  is  ik)w  in  this  boroagh,  and 
is  exerting  himself  to  get  the  cloathing  forwarded  to  Gamp.  About 
four  hundred  Suits,  and  a  like  numt^r  of  Shoes,  are  nearly  ready, 
and  will  be  forwarded  in  a  few  days.  However  unwilling  this  Coun- 
cil may  be  to  encumber  your  Excellency  with  business  of  this  kind 
on  common  occasions,  they  are  happy  in  the  opportunity  which  your 
letter  affords  them  of  requesting  Your  Excellency's  ittention  and 
care,  in  Supply  the  wants  of  the  five  regiments  you  mention,  out 
of  the  cloathing  which  shall  first  come  to  hand ;  and,  if  it  is  not 
sufficient,  to  assure  them  that  more  will  be  forwarded  as  expedi- 
tiously as  they  can  be  made  up-^-this  business  is  now  in  a  proper 
line  for  dispatch,  and  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  The  cloathing 
mentioned  by  Col*  Lutterloh,  as  being  at  Reading,  we  suppose,  is 
such  as  hath  been  collected  under  the  Ordinance  of  the  late 
Council  of  Safety,  and  directed  to  be  delivered  to  the  Clothier  Ge- 
neral ;  orders  have  been  repeated  to  the  Gentlemen  in  whose  care 
they  are  to  send  them  forward  immediately,  as  they  are  not  made  up 
as  we  understand. 


Resolutions  op  Congrbss,  1778. 

(Received  February  18.) 

In  Congress,  Feb.  14%  1778. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  &  necessary  to  lay  up  magazines  of  pro- 
visions for  the  support  of  the  army,  &  for  that  purpose  Congress 
have  directed  12,000  barrels  of  flour  to  be  deposited  at  or  near 
Lancaster ;  8000  barrels  at  or  near  Reading ;  6000  barrels  at  or 
near  Bethlehem  ;  2000  barrels  at  Downing's  Town,.&  2000  barrels 
at  Pottsgrove  ;*  and.  Whereas,  in  consequence  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Congress,  the  general  assembly  of  Pennsvlvania  have  by  a 
law  appointed  commissioners  in  each  county  within  their  State,  to 
purchase  or  seize  wheat,  flour  &  other  provisions,  &c.,  for  the  supply 
of  the  army,  pursuant  to  such  orders  as  they  shall  receive  from 
Congress: 

Besolved^ 

That  the  president  &  executive  oouneil  of  the  State  gf  Pennsyl- 
vania be  desired  to  issue  the  money  with  which  they  have  been  or 
ahali  be  furnished  by  Congress,  to  the  said  oomnissioners,  in  saeb 

*  Sec  pnge  177. 


PBBrNSTLTANU  ARCflJYBS  1778.  257 

proportions  as  they  shall  think  fit ;  that  they  instmct  the  comiiMS* 
sioQera  on  the  east  side  of  Sosquehanna  to  proceed  without  delay  in 
the  execation  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them }  &  that  they  instruct 
them  to  which  of  the  aboye-mentioned  places  they  shall  convey  the 
flour  &  other  provisions  which  they  shall  purchase  or  seixe^  in  order 
to  form  the  magazines  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  executive  council  be  authorized  &  requested  to 
appoint  a  suitable  person  at  each  of  the  abpve  places,  with  such  a 
B&lfury  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable,  to  inspect,  receive,  store,  & 
take  care  of  the  provisions  aforesaid,  &  to  issue  the  same  upon  the 
orders  of  the  board  of  war,  until  Congress  shall  appoint  other  store- 
keejueiB  in  their  stead. 

That  the  president  and  council  aforesaid  be  requested  to  cause  a 
weekly  return  to  be  made  to  the  board  of  war  of  the  quantity  of 
pioviaona  stored  at  each  of  the  places  above.mentioned. 

That  the  board  of  war  give  directions  &  orders  to  the  commission- 
era  appointed  by  the  aforesaid  law  in  the  several  counties  on  the 
West  side  of  Susquehannah,  respecting  the  auantity  of  provisions  to 
be  purchased  or  collected  by  them,  &  the  places  to  which  the  same 
aball  be  conveyed ;  &  that  the  said  board  shall  appoint  a  suitable 
person  at  each  of  the  places  they  shall  fix  on,  with  such  a  salary  as 
they  shall  judge  reasonable,  to  inspect,  receive,  store  &  take  care  of 
the  said  provisions,  &  to  issue  the  same  upon  the  orders  of  the  board 
of  war. 

^  That  the  commissioners  aforesaid  be  authorized  to  purchase  every 
kind  of  provision  and  forage  wanted  for  the  army,  not  confining 
themselves  to  the  article  of  fiour.  That  the  said  commissioners 
deliver  the  live  stock  by  them  purchased  to  the  order  of  the  deputy 
commissary  general  of  purchases  or  his  assistants,  &  the  forage  to 
the  order  of  the  commissary  of  forage  or  his  assistants ;  to  whom, 
severally,  they  are  directed  to  send  immediate  notice  when  such 
purchases  are  made,  &  to  take  duplicate  receipts  upon  the  delivery, 
one  of  which  they  shall  transmit  to  the  board  of  war. 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  correspond  from  time  to 
time  with  the  president.  &  council  of  Pensylvania  respecting  the 
business  aforesaid,  &  if  from  the  circumstances  &  situation  of  affairs 
they  shall  judge  it  proper  or  necessary  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  pro- 
visions to  be  kid  up  between  Susquehannah  &  Delaware  rivers,  or  " 
to  change  the  places 'of  the  magazines,  that  they  communicate  the 
same  to  the  president  &  council,  who  are  requested  to  attend  thereto, 
&  to  issue  orders  to  the  commissioners  to  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly. 

And  whereas  the  board  of  war  have  judged  it  expedient  &  neces- 
sary that  a  greater  quantity  of  flour  &  other  provisions  than  was 
directed  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15  January,  should  be 

richased  &  other  magazines  formed  besides  those  above-mentioned, 
have,  agreeably  to  Uie  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  said  resolu- 
tion of  the  16  Jan^i  employed  snperintendanta  for  the  purchase  of 
flour,  &a.f 
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Beaolyadj 

That  the  board  proceed  io  that  bnmness,  A;  that  they  direct  their 
enperintendants  to  porohase  sach  farther  quantities  of  floar  k  pro- 
visionsi  k  haTe  them  oonTeyed  to  &  aeearod  in  such  plaoes  as  the 
board  shall  direct;  &  that  they  instruct  such  of  their  superintend 
dants  as  may  purchase  in  Pensylvania  to  avoid  clashing  with  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  law  of  that  State  in  the  execution 
of  their  duty. 

That  the  said  board  be  impowered  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  at 
each  of  the  new  magazines  which  they  shall  establish,  with  such  a 
salary  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable,  to  inspect,  receive,  store,  k 
take  care  of  the  provisions  purchased  &  conveyed  thither  by  the  said 
superintendants,  k  to  issue  the  same  upon  the  orders  of  the  board 
of  war. 

That  the  superintendants  appointed  by  the  board  of  war  be 
allowed  a  commission  not  exceeding  2}  per  Gent,  on  all  purchases 
by  them  made,  in  full,  for  their  trouble  k  expenoes  therein ;  k  that 
in  purchasing  they  do  not  exceed  the  prices  established  by  the  laws 
of  the  States  in  which  the  purchases  are  made ;  and 

That  the  president  k  council  of  Pensylvania  be  impowered  to 
settle  the  pay  or  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  law  of  their  State  for  their  trouble  k  expence  in  purchasing, 
seising  &  collecting  provisions  k  forage  not  exceeding  2}  p.  Cent, 
on  the  provisions  k  forage  by  them  so  purchased  or  seized  for  the 
army.* 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sco'y. 


Council  to  MAaiSTRAXBB  of  Lanoastbb  and  Chbstbb,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  Feb'y  14, 1778. 
Gent'n., 

Council  has  this  Day  receiv'd  information  that  an  affray  has  hap- 

Kned  at  the  sign  of  the  Compass  on  the  Great  Road  leading  to  Phila., 
tween  some  officers  in  the  Continental  service  &  others,  Inhabitants 
of  this  State,  in  which  one  person,  Lieu^  Hammon,  has  been  unhap- 
pily killed,  k  several  others  dangerously  wounded.  Wm.  Attlee,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  writes  to  you  by  this  mes- 
senger, to  request  your  particular  attention  to  this  unhappy  Quarrel, 
to  take  the  proper  depositions  and  order  an  Inquest  on  the  body  of  the 

*  See  page  177. 
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vafortiinate  man,  in  order  thai  ihoee  who  have  been  oonoemed  naj 
be  bronght  to  justiee.  I  hope  no  resiatanoe  will  be  made  to  thia 
inqniryy  or  to  snob  Lawfal  steps  as  the  nature  of  the  ease  requiresi 
if  tiiere  ahoold  jon  are  to  oall  upon  the  Lientenants  or  sab  Lientenanta 
of  the  Conntj  to  furnish  yon  with  a  sufficient  guard  of  the  Militia, 
to  keep  the  peaoe  tenable  70a  to  proceed  on  the  business  with  safety. 
Directedj 
To  the  Magistrates  of  Lancaster  and  Chester  Counties. 


Jamjbs  Young,  Wagon  Master  Qbnbral,  to  T.  Matlaok^ 

1778. 

Beading,  Feb.  14, 1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

1  have  just  time  to  acquaint  you  I  came  here  the  9^  Inst.,  k  take 
the  liberty  to  beg  you  will  forward  the  Inclosed,  I  not  knowing  Mr. 
Bagle/s  address.  I  refer  you  to  the  Contents  of  his  letter  to  show 
the  urgent  haste.  Pray  send  it  him  by  express.  Our  army  are  in 
Distress,  for  Heaven's  sake  forward  assistance  to  them, 
lam 

SespectfuUy, 

Tour  most  Obed^  Servt 

JAS.  YOUNG. 
Directed, 

On  Public  Service,  To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esqr.,  Secretary  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
Favourd  "^  M'  Christian  Van  Pheel,  whose  care  is  requested. 


Thb  Petition  of  Bobbrt  Hardib,  1778. 

To  His  Exeellenoy  The  President  of  the  Executive  Coundl  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  appeal  of  Robert  Hardie,  late  Commander  of  the  Burk 
Galley,  from  the  Judgment  of  a  Court  Martial  held  at  Bristol,  the 
9^  of  Dec*,  nit.,  for  the  Tryal  of  s*  Robert  Hardie,  for  disobeying 
the  Commodore's  orders. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

I  was  ordered,  with  three  more  Gallies,  to  lye  guard  at  Burlington ; 
alier  remaining  five  or  six  days  on  constant  Duty,  with  the  Boats  at 
Point-no-Point  during  the  Day,  &  returning  every  Night,  the 
officers  &  Men  complained  that  they  were  not  relieved  according  to 
Custom,  nor  the  Promise  that  bad  been  given  to  them  by  the  Com- 
— tiding  officers.     I  aooordingly  applied  UT  the  Commodore  to 
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know  wli^n  we  were  to  I^  refieved,  He  Md  me  if  the  Gallejs  were 
to  lye  there  eiz  Months,  they  should  not  be  relieved.  I  remonstnted 
to  the  Commodore  that  his  Treatmeot  was  oontrary  to  all  order  & 
Segalarity,  in  the  highest  Degree  arbitrary  &  impressive,  &  that  with- 
.Qttt  a  regular  Botein  of  Daty  through  the  whole  Fleet,  &  a  total 
Impartiality,  Anaroby  &  Confusion  would  ensue.  That  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  myself  &  crew,  to  deviate  from  such  absurd  orders,  ft 
that  I  would  immediately  order  my  galley  to  Bristol.  This  was  put 
into  Execution,  I  was  arrested  of  consequence,  the  Court  set  a  I 
was  broke  &  ordered  to  be  confined  as  a  dangerous  Man  to  the 
American  states.  My  Tryal  was  equally  unjust  &  cruel.  Instesd 
of  being  tried  according  to  our  Begulations,  by  the  ^dley  offieen — 
the  Men  that  fought,  guarded  &  did  every  other  Duty  with  me. 
The  Court  consisted  of  many  of  the  officers  of  the  Fire  Vessels  k 
Guard  Boats,  Men  that  had  never  been  on  the  like  Business,  some 
not  of  age,  particularlv  the  Commodore's  son,  who  from  his  Father's 
accusation,  had  no  right  to  a  seat.  The  Judgment  showed  the  In- 
ability of  the  Court,  for  without  any  Evidence,  on  other  grounds, 
than  the  visionary  Phantoms  of  their  childish  Brains,  I  was  to  be 
confined  as  a  dangerous  Enemy  to  the  states.  My  constuit  k 
uniform  Behaviour  ever  unce  the  Beginning  of  this  Contest  gives 
their  suspicions  the  Lye.  To  serve  my  Country  I  have  sacrifioed 
a  private  Fortune  sufficient  to  have  supported  me  with  ease  k 
affluence.  Considerable  suins  are  now  in  the  state  Funds,  to  mnk 
or  swim  by  the  Issue  of  our  arms,  &o.,  myself  risquing  my  Person 
equally  with  my  fellow  sufferers  to  banish  Tyranny  from  our  shores. 
Under  these  peculiar  Circumstances,  to  have  my  character  thus 
stigmatized,  after  giving  up  my  Possessions  in  Philadelphia  to  the 
Hands  of  the  Enemy,  to  be  deprived  of  the  Fby  &  subsistence  neces- 
sary for  one  at  this  Juncture,  to  supply  the  wants  of  a  wile  &  a  large 
Family  of  Children,  is  distressing  to  the  highest  Degree.  I  ac- 
knowledge I  was  too  rash  &  hasty  in  my  Proceedings,  but  I,  at  the 
same  time  think  the  Commodore's  Behaviour  was  much  more  so,  k 
had  no  Failure  happened  on  his  Part  there  would  not  have  been  any 
Bupture.  I  have  applied  to  the  Commodore  to  reinstate  me,  bat 
ha  satys  he  has  it  not  in  his  power,  desiring  me  at  the  same  time  te 
make  application  to  your  Ezoellency,  k  tluit  he  does  not  doubt  bat 
I  shall  be  satisfied.  Belying,  therefore,  on  your  Ezcellenoy's  Fbvor 
k  Good  Will,  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  have  it  once  more  in  my  Power 
to  shew  my  steady  &  firm  attachment  to  this  state  in  particuhtr,<A 
to  the  whole  United  States  of  America. 
I  am  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  hnmUe  servant^ 

BOB'.  HARDIB, 
Bristol,  Feby.  14'*,  1778. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Ezcelleney  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq.^  President  of  the 
Executive  CouncD;  Pennsylvania. 
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Col.  J.  EiBK£BiD£  to  Fbes.  Whabion^  177& 

BeUetne,  14ih  VA.,  1778. 
Sir, 

Tea  have  nndonbt'Iy  befare  this  heard  of  the  aahappj  Gaptur* 
of  Poor  Col.  GoAtB,  which  was  intirely  done  by  Treachery  and  for 
want  of  a  proper  guard  upon  the  roada  in  that  quarter.  Mrs.  Coats 
has  been  to  Town  since  that  misfortune  hapned  her  Husband,  and 
with  much  Difficulty  did  get  to  see  him,  but  not  without  having  an 
English  officer  at  her  Elbow  during  the  whole  Intervue. 

She  is  now  returned  &  at  my  house— Says  he  has  met  with  some 
kindness  from  some  of  hb  Friends  their,  but  is  confined  in  one  of 
the  rooms  of  the  new  Goal,  with  Capt.  Swift  &  one  or  two  others^ 
&  has  once  been  permitted  to  go  as  far  as  Burns's  under  the  care 
of  a  guard.  But  what  gives  the  Col.  &  Mrs.  Coats  very  great  con* 
oem  is,  a  Violent  Fever  which  prevails  very  much  among  the 
prisoners  and  Carry's  numbers  of  them  off. 

Col.  Coats  is  exceedingly  desirous  of  being  Exchanged,  or  at  leasti 
pat  upon  parole,  And  most  hartily  begs  your  Excellency's  kind  In- 
tercession (as  hr  as  may  be  thought  proper  or  Consistant)  in  his 
behalf,  as  a  Lieut,  of,  &  a  Representative'  for  the  County  of  Philad*., 
make  no  doubt  your  Excellency  will  do  every  thing  in  your  power 
for  his  relief. 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  our  Roads 
near  the  Delaware  leading  upwards,  are  intirely  left  open  to  the 
Kavages  of  the  Enemy,  and  a  Constant  Intercourse  is  kept  up 
between  the  City  &  the  disaffected  part  of  the  Country.  I  am 
almost  every  day  warn'd  by  some  one  or  other  of  my  Friends  to  be 
upon  my  guard,  as  I  have  for  some  time  past  been  threatened  by  the 
Enemy,  and  by  a  letter  from  the  City — am  afraid  a  plan  is  forming, 
through  Treachery,  to  kidnap  as  many  as  possible  of  the  Friends  of 
Liberty,  for  which  a  handsome  reward  is  offer'd,  of  (that  God  of  the 
world)  hard  money. 

JO.  KIRKBRTDE. 

I  was  at  Gen^  Lacey's  Camp  the  other  day,  he  then  Expected  a 
num'  of  Militia  in  a  short  time,  and  as  soon  as  they  arrivM  he 
promis'd  to  send  a  party  to  defend  &  guard  our  roads,  but,  I  am 
Boriy  to  say,  I  rec'd  a  Letter  from  him  yesterday  informing  me  that 
not  a  single  man  had  arrived  since  I  left  Camp,  &  that  his  whole 
Gommand,  at  this  Time,  Consisted  of  about  Sixty  privates  &  thir- 
teen U.  Horse,  twelve  of  which  was  sent  from  this  County,  and  I 
purpose  (if  possible)  to  keep  up  a  Competent  number  of  Horse,  as 
the  General  finds  them  very  useful.  Upon  application  of  several  of 
the  good  Friends  to  our  Country,  I  have  agreed  to  rais  a  email  party 
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of  FootVolanteers  to  Cheek  the  Inflnenee  of  the  Torys  below 
Briatoly  and  in  the  neigbbonrhood  near  Neshaminyi  whieh  will  be 
some  small  seeoritj  to  the  people  in  that  quarter. 

I  have  Ventured  to  go  so  far  as  to  promise  those  that  will  spiritedly 
exert  themselves  on  this  Oeasion,  shall  have  G'.  in  their  proper 
Glass  when  caU'd,  and  I  am  well  oonvinoed  the  Golleotors  in  tul 
quarter  cannot  Garry  on  their  Business  without  some  protection  of 
tnis  sort,  and  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  find  this  plan  meet  your  £z- 
oellency's  approbation. 

Your  Exo>^,  I  expect,  has  reo'd  a  Letter  from  Gol.  Goats  respect'g 
the  distress  of  the  state  Navey  for  want  of  Gash.  I  expect  soon  to 
have  a  Gonsiderable  sum  Golleoted,  and  if  it  should  be  Consistant 
with  your  Judgment^  can  furnish  that  Board  with  such  sum  as  I 
can  command.  The  galley  men  are  Deserting  every  day,  &  Ghieflyi 
I  am  well  InformM,  for  want  of  their  pay ;  I  hope  to  hear  from  yoar 
Excellency  34  soon  as  possible  on  this  head,  as  well  as  others,  which 
shall  Govern  my  Conduct.  I  forgot  in  my  last,  to  thank  your  £x- 
oellency  for  the  Early  advice  you  were  pleas'd  to  give  me  of  Oen^ 
Laoey's  sppointment,  and  to  Express  my  hearty  approbation,  I  am 
oonvinced  he  will  do  servis  to  his  Country  &  Honour  to  his  appoint- 
ment. 

I  have  the  Hon'  to  be  your 

Ezer&  the  Honble  Counoirs 

Most  obed^  Humb.  Serv% 

JO.  KIRKBRIDB. 
Directed, 

To  His  Exoellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsyh.  at  Lancaster. 
Favoured  by  ) 
Mr.  Melliges.  3 


-  Col.  Jo.  Kirkbbidb  to  Prbsidbnt  Whaeton,  1778. 

Bellevue,  16th  Feb.,  1778. 
Sir, 

This  day  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary,  by  Order  of  the  Hoab. 
Council,  dated  the  20th  Ultimo,  came  to  my  hand,  respeet'g  a  Be- 
turaof  the  N"  of  armes  within  the  several  Battalions  of  this(^uaty. 
Tour  ExoeFy  will  please  to  Consider  the  length  of  time  this  Lettar 
has  been  coming,  as  the  Only  reason  of  your  not  hearing  from  on 
before  this  time,  on  that  head.  I  have  Now  to  request  Y'  Excel- 
lency,  that  Upon  the  Discharge  of  the  last  Battalion  of  thb  Coaoty, 
from  the  Cituation  of  our  A&irs,  I  thought  it  proper  to  Send  )he 
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Am«6  SoBte  dktanoe  up  tbe  Connty  for  Safetji  vliere  they  princi* 
pally  are— -N*  of  them  ware  deliver'  up  to  Gen'l  Armstrong,  on  the 
Diocharge  of  the  Battalion  before  last,  at  Gamp,  and  N*  loet  in  Ao- 
toal  Seryisy  and  in  particular  Over  the  Schnjlkiil,  where  many  of 
Our  Militia  were  taken  priaoners. 

I  therefore  have  it  not  in  my  power  at  this  time  to  transmit  Your 
Ezoelleney  the  true  State  &  N*"  of  our  Armes,  but  I  suppose  we 
may  have  between  two  &  three  Hundred  in  our  possession,  but  as 
soon  as  possible  will  procure  an  Exact  account  and  sent  it  forward. 

I  wrote  Your  Excellency  two  days  past,  since  which  we  have  been 
allarm'd  by  the  Enemy's  coming  out  into  the  Neighbourhood  of  the 
Hed  Lyon,  &  have  Oaptur'd  some  more  of  our  Friends,  particularly 
M^  Jn*  Yandegrift,  a  Commissioner  for  this  County,  &  his  Son,  Mr. 
Edward  Duffield,  &  several  others  not  yet  known  to  me.  Our  Coun- 
try is  Intirely  Open  &  Naked,  &  like  to  be  much  ravig'd  by  the 
Enemy;  it  throws  our  officers  into  Confusion  &  Backins  our  Busi- 
ness very  much.  I  am  doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to  Spirit  up 
a  Small  party  to  keep  down  the  ToryS;  until  we  can  get  some  better 
defence. 

I  have  rote  this  in  mat  haste,  and  must  be^  Your  Excellency's 
Excuse  for  the  many  Blunders  you  will  probaUy  find. 
And  I  am  Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient  &  Very  Humb.  Serv*. 

JO.  KIRKBRIDE. 
Direetedy 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq**.;  President;  &o.,  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 


Gkh.  Washinoton  to J  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  Peb'y  15, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 

I  this  minute  received  your  favour  of  the  14th  ins*,  with  inelo- 
Bures. 

I  am  constrained  to  inform  You  that  the  Situation  of  the  army  is 
most  critical  k  alarming  for  want  of  provisions  of  the  meat  kind. 
Many  of  the  troops  for  four  days,  &  some  longer,  have  not  drawn 
the  smallest  SuppUesof  this  article.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  need- 
less to  add,  to  convince  You  of  their  distress  they  have  been  on  the 
point  of  dispersing,  &  without  the  earliest  relief,  no  address  or  au- 
thority will  be  Sufficient  to  keep  them  long  together.  Their  patience 
&  endurance  are  great,  but  the  demands  of  nature  must  be  Satisfied. 
I  must  therefore,  Gentlemen,  entreat  &  request  your  immediate  & 
mbet  active  exertions  to  procure  &  to  forwarde  to  Camp,  as  expedi- 
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tiously  as  possible^  all  tbe  provisions  of  tlie  meat  Und  wUeh  H  may 
be  in  yonr  power  to  obtain.  I  would  not  have  you  wait  till  Yok 
collect  a  large  qnantity,  but  wish  You  to  Send  on  Supplies  as  ibst  as 
you  can  get  them. 

The  troops  must  have  instant  relief^  or  ire  shall  have  reaaon  to 
apprehend  the  worst  consequences.    I  need  not  mention  to  Yea 
the  necessity  of  Secrecy,*  in  an  affair  of  such  delicacy — ^yomr  own 
prudence  &  discretion  will  point  it  out. 
I  am;  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed*  Servant, 

Post.  GEO:  WASHINGTON. 

Postscript — ^The  State  of  forage  is  the  same  with  that  of  provi- 
visions,  &  a  supply  is  materially  wanted — Without  it,  &  very  spee- 
dily, we  shall  not  have  a  horse  left. 

A  true  Copy — ^Jona*  Mifflin,  Junr. 


Philip  Marstellbr  to  V.  P.  Bryak,  1778. 

Lebanon,  Feb'  16th,  1778. 
Honord  S', 

By  this  Express  I  have  Sent  a  Letter  to  his  Excellency,  the  Pke- 
sident,  relating  to  the  Gu&rds  at  Lebanon,  in  case  his  Exeelle&ey 
should  be  absent,  I  would  wish  that  the  Letter  be  opened  and  laid 
before  Council  Immediately,  as  the  matter  Admits  of  no  delay.  I 
have  Ordered  the  Express  to  wait  for  an  Answer,  therefore,  hope  he 
will  meet  with  timely  dispatch.  I  am  told  by  divers  Persona  that 
there  were  a  Number  of  Fore-Stallers  of  Horses  Brought  to  Lancas- 
ter Goal,  but  could  not  come  at  the  Circumstance  with  any  Certainty, 
therefore  would  hes  to  be  informed  of  that,  as  well  as  of  other  news 
if  any  there  is.  I  hope  to  see  you  Soon.  I  remain,  S*,  after  giving 
my  Complim^  to  Col.  Morgan,  and  asking  Pardon  for  my  freedom, 
Your  very  Humbl.  Sery^ 

PHILIP  MARSTELL&B.* 
Directed — To  the  Honb.  Geo.  Bryan,  Esqr.,  at  Lancaster. 
^  Express. 


Philip  Marstellbr  to  Prbs.  Whartok,  1778. 

Lebanon,  Fob'  15th,  1778. 
S V 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the  Militia  Hen  on 

duty  here  are  now  reduced  to  SO  men,  and  that  in  lees  than  ten  days 

the  whole  of  them  will  be  free.    We  are  now  ObliMd  t»  mil  SDine 

of  the  Inhabitants  on  duty,  (who  have  already  served  tiieir  Torn)  in 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  VoL  XL,  p.  417. 
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order  to  mouot  the  neeessary  Guards,  it  beiog  out  of  tlie  Power  of 
those  few  men  left  to  do  the  Butj  with  waj  safety.-  The  Stores  are 
BO  Scatterd  about  the  Town,  (for  want  of  convenient  Buildings)  that 
not  less  than  10  Centinals  ought  to  be  kept  day  and  night,  exolusive 
of  the  Hessian  Guards^  (one  mile  out  of  Town);  the  People  are  ex- 
tremely hard  to  get  to  duty  without  a  Call  from  the  Honorable  the 
Council ;  therefore,  wish  that  Instructions  may  be  sent  to  know  in 
what  manner  the  Guards  are  to  be  kept  up  in  this  place.  I  am  of 
Opinion,  that  if  the  first  Class  of  the  Militia  of  Col.  Greenwalts 
Battalion,  (being  the  Ist  of  the  County)  be  ordered  to  do  this  duty, 
it  will  Proauce  a  sufficient  number  of  good  Men  to  this  important 
Service,  and  will  be  more  Satisfactory  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
place,  then  to  have  Strangers,  for  we  have  a  number  of  Artificers, 
many  of  them  not  of  the  best  behaviour,  who  would  soon  Reign 
over  the  Inhabitants,  were  they  Strengthend  by  Strange  Troops. 
Col.  Grubb,  the  Acting  Sub-Lieut,  of  this  part  of  the  Country,  is 
Confined  to  his  Bed  by  a  Severe  Sickness,  therefore  thought  it  my 
duty  to  report  the  matter  to  your  Excellency. 

And  as  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  Importance  which  admits  of 
no  delay,  I  have  Ordered  the  Express  to  wait  for  an  Answer.  I  am, 
S',  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Tour  Excellency's  Dutiful  and[ 

Very  Humb.  Serv'. 

PHILIP  MARSTELLER. 
Directed. 

On  Public  Service — His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  ju'.,  Esq^ 
at  Lancaster. 

^  Express. 


Bbig.  Gen,  Lacey  to  Pixes.  Wharton,  1778. 

Gamp,  Bucks  County,  Warwick  Township, 

Feb.  15th,  1778. 
Sir, 

My  force  is  at  Last  reduced  to  Almost  a  Cypher,  only  60  Remain 
fit  for  duty  in  Camp  ;  from  this  Number  you  mnst,  of  Coarse,  Sup- 
pose we  are  in  no  way  Capable  of  Guarding  so  extensive  a  Country 
l»  this,  nor  even  safe  in  our  Camp,  as  our  number  will  not  afford  a 
soffioient  Picquet  or  Scout  for  our  Protection.  I  hear  some  troops 
are  on  their  way  to  Join  me,  from  Cumberland  County;  Six  or 
Seven,  who  out  Travelled  the  rest,  Arrived  in  Camp  Last  night. 

A  Party  of  the  Enemys  light  Horse  Came  up  as  far  as  Butler's 
Tavom,  on  the  Old  York  Road,  about  fourteen  Miles  from  Philad*, 
the  Night  of  the  13th  InsUnt  took  Mr.  Butler,  One  of  the  Light 

Vol.  Vr.— 12 
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Horse  Men,  and  thence  Strnck  a  Cross  tbe  Country  to  Maj'  Wright's 
Tavern,  near  White  Marsh,  and  took  him,  with  some  others  Prison- 
ers, and  then  Retired  to  the  City.  Yesterday  another  party  of  Foot 
and  Horse  advanced  up  the  Newtown  Road  as  far  as  Smithfield, 
took,  it  is  Reported,  near  fourty  Prisoners,  the  Collectors  and  Militia 
Officers.  I  hear  they  are  yet  in  the  Neighborhood. 
I  remain.  Sir,  with  respect, 

Your  ExccUenoys  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  LACEY,  Junr. 
Directed, 

Thomas  Wharton,  Jan.  Esq.,  President  of  the  Executive  Council, 
Lancaster.  ^ 

^  fiivoor  of  Maj'  Cummings. 


President  Wharton  to  Tnos.  McKban,  Esq.,  1778, 

Lancaster,  15  th  February,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

An  incident  at  Reading  some  days  past  disturbs  me.  Mr.  Sergeant 
being  there,  as  Attorney  General  at  the  Quarter  Sessions,  was 
assaulted  and  beaten  by  Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  Esquire,  on  account  of 
some  information  the  former  gave  in  the  late  Council  of  Safety  of 
this  State.  As  I  was  instrumental  in  bringing  him  into  the  Council, 
I  look  on  myself  as  called  to  step  forth  on  this  occasion,  in  behalf  of 
a  worthy  man  who  is  much  injured,  &  fbr  the  public  service,  which 
is  hurt,  more  especially  as  this  is  the  second  outrage  of  this  sort  on 
Mr.  Sergeant,  for  his  honest  zeal  in  noting  the  irregularities  of  con- 
tinental officers.  How  far  such  proceedings  tend  to  discover  &  con- 
vict the  manifold  abuses  in  every  department,  of  which  every  good 
man  is  sensible  &  which  he  bewails,  you  will  Judge.  Certainly, 
few  will  care  to  undertake  the  hazardous  business  of  bringing  these 
evils  to  light  when  the  offender  is  prepared  to  use  violence  on  his 
accusers. 

.  Many  &  loud  complaints  were,  I  understood,  made  to  assembly  last 
fall  against  Mr.  Hooper  &  others.  The  house  were  on  the  Eve  of 
dissolution  &  had  not  time  to  go  through  them.  They  were  taken 
up  in  the  Council  of  Safety.  This  body,  consisting  of  24  members, 
upon  the  general  face  of  the  matter,  represented  Mr.  John  Biddle  & 
Mr.  Hooper  as  officers  whose  conduct  was  complained  of.  Mr. 
Biddle  has  since  verified  the  charge  by  going  off  to  the  Enemy. 
Congress  desired  Evidence  as  to  the  first.  Some  affidavits  were  taken. 
One  was  drawn  for  Mr.  Sergeant  to  attest;  it  related  to  the  Counte- 
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nance  given  by  Mr.  Hooperi  in  fiirnisliiog  a  Letter  to  one  Leonard. 
an  avowed  Jersey  Tory,  to  pass  thro'  Pennsilvania.  It  happened 
that  Mr.  Sergeant  left  Town  without  finishing  this  affidavit.  Another, 
drawn  for  Mr.  Amdt,  of  Northampton,  was  left  in  the  same  state. 
When  Mr.  Arndt  was  travelling  homewards  he  was  threatened  & 
insulted  by  Hooper,  &  threats  were  ako  liberally  made  openly  by 
bim,  against  Mr.  Sergeant.  I  was  told  that  if  he  went  to  the  Decern' 
Court  in  Easton  he  would  foe  threshed.  This  however,  did  not 
happen.  That  Mr.  Hooper  by  these  menaces  intended  to  prevent 
Evidence  being  collected  I  will  not  say,  but  that  they  had  such  a 
tendency  is  obvious.  I  write  as  unbiassed  on  this  subject  as  any 
member  of  the  Council  of  Safety  can,  for  I  happened  to  be  absent 
when  the  complaints  ag'  Mr.  H.  were  made.  No  difference  has  ever 
happened  between  him  k  me.  When  he  asked  an  office  of  Council, 
I  confess  that  upon  20  years  ^neral  knowledge  of  him,  I  preferred 
another.  Perhaps  I  was  mistaken;  but  as  I  did  for  the  best,  I 
have  nothing  to  accuse  myself  of  on  that  head.  I  am  told  he  soli- 
cited that  of  L'  of  Militia  of  our  Assembly,  they  named  a  German. 
Perhaps,  because  people  of  that  kind  abound  in  the  County  of  North- 
ampton, and  his  good  conduct  has  done  honour  to  their  choice.  By  a 
glare  of  evidence  it  appears  that  Mr.  H.  not  only  refused  to  take  k 
Bubseribe  an  Oath  of  Allegiance,  ordered  by  law,  but  that  he  influenced 
others  to  decline  it.  This  conduct  brought  him  very  naturally  under 
the  suspicion  of  being  a  Tory ;  for  tho'  his  connection  with  the  army 
might,  perhaps,  excuse  him  from  the  test,  yet  wherefore  he  should, 
if  a  whig,  set  himself  against  this  necessary  mode  of  discrimination 
between  friends  &  foes,  is  hard  to  be  accounted  for.  Certain  it  is 
the  whig  opposers  of  the  Constitution  framed  by  Convention  (among 
whom  Mr.  Hooper,  a  Candidate  for  its  offioes  could  not  be)  gener- 
ally by  example  &  influence  took  the  lead  in  carrying  the  test  act 
Into  effect.  Even  delegates  of  the  state  in  Congress,  whose  dislike 
of  the  plan  of  Government  was  manifest,  &  who  were  not  obliged 
by  the  act,  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  recommending  this  method 
of  serving  the  common  cause,  by  attesting  in  the  usual  form.  I  am 
glad  however,  as  I  hear  that  Mr.  H.  resents  the  suspicion,  that  Con- 
gress have  at  length  prescribed  a  form  for  their  officers,  that  will 
enable  him  to  yield  a  Testimony  of  this  natore  without  any  scruple. 
It  will  also  greatly  relieve  the  good  people  of  the  state,  who  have 
long  seen  with  surprise  &  disgust  that  officers  in  the  Continental 
service  were  not  always  Whigs.  Of  this  Mr.  John  Biddle  &  Mr. 
Carpenter  Wharton  are  plain  instanoes. 

But  to  return,  the  omission  of  taking  these  attestations  delayed 
the  sending  the  proofs  to  York.  On  Mr.  Amdt's  return  he 
finished  his.  Mr.  Sergeant  did  not  come  back  till  lately,  when  he 
declined  to  attest  to  the  writing  he  had  drawn  up.  I  shall  not  assign 
his  reasons  as  I  have  not  heard  them.  At  Beading  Mr.  Hooper 
met  him,  &acted  as  above.  What  passed  I  am  not  exactly  informed. 
From  Mr.  Sergeant  we  have  nothing  on  the  subject. 
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was  received  one  qnire  of  tbe  Draught  was  put  into  Major  Scott's 
bands];  one  do.  into  Major  Dills,  who  bad  waited  two  dajs  (after 
advancing  £150  of  bis  private  money  in  purchases) ;  2  do.  were 
sent  by  Major  Dill  to  tbe  Cumberland  Com'y,  which  he  engaged  to 
deliver  on  Saturday ;  and  the  remaining  12  quire  we  send  by  the 
bearer,  which  is  tbe  whole  of  952,000.  We  hope  your  Hon'r  &  the 
Council  will  approve  of  the  advances  to  the  York  &  Cnmberland 
Commiss'rs,  which  we  should  not  have  done  witbout  especial  order 
— if  it  had  been  practicable  to  send  an  Express,  but  the  River  forbid 
it.  We  hope  the  unhappy,  &  we  fear  fatal  .delay,  in  this  businesSi 
in  the  distressed  state  of  our  Army,  will  not  be  attributed  by  our 
state,  to  any  neglect  or  want  of  seal  in  their  Delegates,  and  we 
heartily  pray  that  a  moment  longer  may  not  be  lost  in  a  business  so 
pressing  &  necessary.  We  shall,  if  agreeable  to  your  Honour  & 
Council,  urge  the  Treasurer  to  compleat  tbe  residue  of  tbe  War*- 
for  9300,000  in  favour  of  our  State,  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
we  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  all  due  respect, 

your  h'ble  serv**, 

(By  order  of  y'  delegates.) 

JAS.  SMITH. 

17th.  ' 
Mr.  Dickson  takes  the  charge  of  this,  but  without  y«  money. 
The  Delegates  hope  to  be  able  to  draw  y'  whole  to-morrow,  &  will 
send  it  in  safe  custody  to  the  River  by  Thirsday  noon,  where  they 
will  deliver  it  to  your  Ezcellencie's  order,  &  hope  some  proper  per- 
son may  be  ordered  from  Lancaster  to  receive  y*  same  at  y*  River, 
your  Exoe'y 

most  obed't, 

JAS.  SMITH. 
By  order  of  y*  Pres*. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junr.,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.   " 


James  Smith  to  Pkesident  Wharton,  1778. 

Jtfay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Yesterday  evening  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  Saturday  was  sent, 
enclosed  by  Mr.  Dickson,  with  an  account  of  the  Recet  of  52,000 
Dollars,  received  by  the  Delegates,  out  of  which  13,000  Dollars  was 
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paid  to  the  York  &  Camberland  County  Comiss'* }  the  Remainder 
being  39,000  Dolfers,  &  100,000  Dollars  received  this  day  is  for- 
ivarded  by  the  Sheriff  of  York  County ;  as  there  is  not  a  moment  to 
be  lost  he  is  sent  to  day,  which  will,  we  liope,  prevent  the  trouble  of 
sending  to  the  River,  as  mentioned  in  the  Postscript  of  yesterday's 
Letter.  As  the  superintendants  are  dismounted  on  the  East  side 
the  River,  it  might  not  have  been  so  proper  to  apply  to  the  usual 
place  for  a  Guard  &  Convoy,  and  makes  it  more  necessary  for  the 
Com"  on  the  East  side  to  exert  themselves;  lest  the  army  should 
Buffer. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency; 
Your  most  obed*  Serv*", 

(By  order  of  y*  Deleg.) 

JAS.  SMITH. 
IXrededy 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Presid*  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

^  Sheriff  Rowan. 


Lt.  Jno.  Wbtzbl  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1778. 

AUentown,  the  17th  February,  1778. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

The  Indispensible  Duty  I  owe  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Coun- 
cil, Induces  me  to  Inform  your  Excellency  of  a  new  order  the  Issueing 
Commissary  received,  &  would  have  put  in  Execution  yesterday,  in 
Regard  of  shortening  the  Rations  to  the  armourers  &  Saddlers  of  This 
State,  now  working  at  AUentown,  which  caused  a  great  uneasiness 
amongst  the  Workmen  ;  the  where  determin'd  to  leave  the  Work 
whereupon  after  consultmg  with  David  Deshler  &  F^  Hagner  Sub 
Lieut*  having  a  good  many  unrepaired  arms  upon  hand  and  received 
yesterday  400  from  Camp  out  of  Repair,  &  many  more  dailie  ex- 
pected, by  the  Letter,  the  Batt»  Quarter  Master  writes  he  will  want 
a  good  quantity  in  good  order,  as  he  expects  some  Militia  every  day, 
and  likewise  this  County  Militia,  which  will  be  Compleat  accoutred ; 
We  agreed,  and  thought  it  best  for  the  Publick  Interest  to  give  an 
order  to  James  Kennedy,  Commissary's  of  Issues  to  allow  the  For- 
mer Fatigue  Rations  untill  I  could  have  an  answer  from  your  Ex* 
cellency  &  the  Council,  who  I  don't  doubt  will  take  this  Matter  in 
Consideration  and  send  me  proper  Instructions  that  I  may  be  able  to 
act  accordingly.    Our  departments  are  now  in  good  order  and  we 
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encrease  every  day,  so  that  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  Different  Work- 
men to  eompleat  our  Buysinesa. 

I  am  jirith  esteem 
Tour  Ezeelleneys 
Most  Humble  Servant 

JOHN  WETZEL,  Lieutenant. 

P.  S.  Inclosed  you  have  a  Copie  of  the  Letter  the  Commissary 
produced,  &  for  your  Excellencys  &  the  Councils  Inspection ;  the 
following  are  the  former  Rations,  Yiz^  1}%  of  Beef,  l|]b  of  Bread 
1}  Flower  &  Vegetables,  i  pint  of  Rum  or  Wisky;  Wood,  Soap  & 
Candles. 
Directed. 

-f  0  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Jr.  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  For  The  State  of  Pensylvanla  at  Lancaster. 


Rksolution  op  Congress,  1778* 

In  Congress,  17  Feb.  1778. 

Whereas,  by  the  resolution  of  the  14th  Instant,*  the  oommisaonera 
appointed  by  the  state  of  Pensylvania  were  authorized  and  directed 
to  purchase  and  store  in  magazines  80,000  barrels  of  flour,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Susquehannah ;  and  by  a  letter  since  laid  before 
Congress  from  R.  L.  Hooper,  Nathaniel  Falconer  and  Jonathan 
Mifflin,  Jun',  three  of  the  superintendants  appointed  by  the  board 
of  war,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  the  15  Jan'y  last,  it  appears  that 
the  said  superintendants  are  making  contracts  for  executing  the  busi- 
ness intrusted  with  the  said  commissioners,  contrary  to  the  mtentions 
of  Congress,  expressed  in  their  said  resolutions. 

And  whereas  it  also  appears  by  the  aforesaid  letter  that  the  above 
named  superintendants,  without  any  authority,  in  direct  violation  of 
the  laws  of  Pensylvania,  and  contrary  to  the  instructions  given  by 
the  board  of  war,  have  presumed  to  fix  and  ascertain  the  prices  of 
several  articles  wanted  in  the  army  much  higher  than  fixed  by  law 
in  the  state,  directing  the  quarter  masters  to  govern  themselves  by 
such  illegal  rates ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  immediately  to  recal 
and  suspend  the  said  R.  L.  Hooper,  Nathaniel  Falconer  and  Jonathan 
Mifflin,  who  are  required  to  lay  beforo  Congress  their  proceedings 
and  accounts. 

^       Extraet  from  the  minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 
♦  See  page  2W. 
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General  Robbrdbau  to  Fbbsidbnt  Whaetoh,  1778, 

•  York  Town,  Peb'y  17tli,  1778. 
Sir, 

My  Colleague,  Mr.  James  Smith,  obtained  a  warrant  for  300,000 
Dollars,  to  be  remitted  to  you  for  the  purchase  of  Provisions,  reserv- 
ing, as  he  informs  me  52,000,  which  he  has  put  into  the  hands  of 
Commissioners  for  this  County  and  Cumberland.  The  low  state  of 
the  Treasury  has  occasioned  since  a  division  of  the  300,000  D",  one 
half  to  the  Board  of  ^ar  &  Ordinance  and  the  other  half  for  this 
State,  both  being  for  the  same  purposes,  the  Bal*  of  your  moiety,  viz., 
98,000,  will,  I  expect,  be  ready  this  day,  to  go  under  the  care  of 
some  one  of  the  members  of  Assembly  who  may  be  passing  thro. 
As  Mr.  Smith  undertook  this  business  in  my  absence,  being  at  the 
Treasury,  when  the  Grant  obtained,  I  shall  leave  the  whole  to  his 
management.  I  shall  urge  fbrward  the  supplies  of  cash  as  you  shall 
from  time  to  time  advise  to  be  necessary ;  and  I  beseech  Council 
not  to  put  too  much  confidence  in  any  Servant  under  them,  lest  some 
wheel  in  the  machine  should  rust  or  clog,  to  the  injury  of  the  cause, 
which  now  labours  in  the  article  of  provisions.  The  exuberant  care 
of  the  late  board  of  war  in  providing  superintendants  over  the  Com« 
missioners  in  the  respective  Counties,  and  the  delegeey  of  their 
choice,  has  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  perplexity.  Last  evening  a. 
modest  request  came  before  Congress  to  indemnify  the  fiuperm* 
tendants,  in  violation  of  the  provision  act,  in  having  given  more 
than  the  stipulated  prices,  this  is  refered  with,  the  depositions  con- 
oeming  Mr.  Hooper  to  a  Committee.  You  will  see  by  the  resolve 
of  hist  Saturday  that  a  new  System  has  been  contrived  to  aocommo* 
date  the  appointment  of  superintendants  to  the  late  law  of  the  state, 
and  to  jHrevent  any  interference,  Mr.  Smith  informs  me  he  will 
transmit  the  system  which  prevents  me.  I  beg  Council  will  urge 
the  respectiye  Commissioners  to  the  purchase  of  live  stock,  as  to 
flour  I  have  no  fear  of  a  plentiful  supply,  but  through  the  lack  of 
meat  provisions  our  army  is  even  now  greatly  distressed,  and  without 
the  most  vigorous  exertions  I  fear  the  consequence.  If  any  thing 
prevents  our<]apital  being  speedily  regained  it  will  be  the  want  of 
provisions.  Virginia  is  ready  to  supply  5000  Volunteers  and  N, 
Carolina  as  many,  with  their  Governor  to  march  at  their  head,  be« 
sides  their  Qaota  of  Continental  Troops;  but  they  cannot  be  called 
for  without  provisions,  therefore  let  me  beseech  Council  to  strain 
every  nerve  of  exertion,  and  make  timely  applycation  to  Congress  for 
Cash  from  time  to  time.  Next  to  the  want  of  provisions  there  is 
DO  one  thing  so  distressing  to  our  publiok  officers  as  the  want  of  the 
aid  of  Mr.  llittenhouse,  on  whom  the  Treasury  has  depended  for  a 
little  work  in  his  way,  to  help  forward  a  speedy  emission,  which  is 
always  most  necessary  at  this  season,  but  especially  so  on  account  of 

12* 


274  ^PENNSYLVANIA  ARCmVKS  1778. 

the  enormous  prices  of  every  article  to  supply  the  army.  I  have 
urged  his  oomiog  forward  again  &;  agaiiii  hitherto  in  vain,  there- 
fore I  heg  the  interposition  of  Connoil,  and  that  that  Gentleman  will 
be  entreated  not  to  delay  his  coming  here  a  moment  longer.  With 
respectful  salutations  to  Council. 
I  am^  Sir, 

T'  most  ob*, 

Hum*  Serv*,. 

DANIEL  BOBBRDEAU. 
Dlrectedy 
To  His  Ezcellencyi  Thos.  Wharton^  President. 


President  Wharton  to  Gen.  Washington,  1778. 

Lancaster,  17*^  Febru'y,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  yonr  Bzcelleney  on  the  IS^  Ins*i 
&  have  since  reed,  your  favour  of  the  12«*.* 

It  is  with  some  concern  that  I  find  you  obliged  to  remind  Conneil 
of  the  stipulation  made  by  Gen^  Armstrong.  You  may  be  assured  that 
on  the        day  of  last,  orders  were  sent  out  for  the  immedi- 

ate march  of  two  Glasses  of  the  Militia  of  Tork,  Cumberland  & 
Northampton  Counties;  &  a  Class  of  Numberland  conditionally. 
The  three  first,  tho'  substitutes  are  laid  aside,  will  probably  produoe 
1500  men.  Their  arrival  has  been^  I  am  sensible,  loo  late,  fbr  which 
several  reasons  may  be  assigned.  The  order  to  the  Lien*  of  North- 
ampton, tho'  sent  by  a  careful  man,  was  strangely  delayed,  till  he 
had  left  homo  for  this  Town ;  tho'  a  duplicate  was  sent  to  (}en* 
Potter  to  forward  from  his  Camp.  The  very  uncommonly  broken 
weather,  &  the  difficulty  of  passing  the  Susquehanna,  threw  contin* 
ued  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the^ Militia  drawn  out  of  York  &  Cnm* 
berland.  Some  of  these  were  actually  weather-bound  in  Lancaster 
during  weather  that  forbid  all  progress.  Besides,  the  inroads  of  the 
Indian  Enemy  prevented  the  whole  detatchment  from  Northumber* 
land,  &^  part  of  Cumberland  from  marching  at  all.  To  these 
obstructions,  I  beg  leave  with  great  regret  to  mention  another,  which  ^ 
Council  contemplated  before  Gen>  Armstrong  acquainted  us  of  the 
necessity  of  continuing  the  Militia  in  Service.  This  is.  Sir,  a  great 
&  growing  disgust,  that  is  lately  become  general  throughout  the 
Counties  to  serve  in  conjunction  with  the  regular  Troops.  They 
complain,  that  because  some  among  them,  perhaps  the  hirelings 

f  See  p8gP5«  254,  255 
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employed  as  sabstitutee,  haye,  by  flagrant  misoonduot,  shown  them- 
selves defective  ft  cowardly,  a  general  nndiatinguished  Oensnre  is 
oaaty  &  this  too  in  the  grossest  Terms  on  the  whole  of  the  Militiai 
by  too  many  of  the  eontineotal  officers  i,  privates.  It  seems  to  me, 
that  some  Oentl"  expect  too  much  of  nntcied  MilitiSy  drawn  out  by* 
saccession  for  two  months  at  most.  But  however  the  fact  may  be, 
your  Excellency  will  see,  that  this  mode  of  treating  new  soldiers,  ta 
whom  experience  would  afford  instruction,  is  not  adapted  to  improve 
them  in  the  Military  Character.  On  the  other  hand,  it  weakens  the 
exertions  of  America  in  the  Common  Cause,  &  must  produce  many 
of  the  mischiefs  derived  to  the  Royal  Army  by  the  idle  debates 
between  the  natives  of  the  Empire  &  their  German  AuxUlaries, 
This,  however,  is  but  a  part  of  the  Evil  rising  from  this  service.  In 
the  open  Country,  where  the  Militia  are  strongest,  it  produces  alter* 
cation,  recrimination  &  feud.  The  sourness  among  the  people  shows 
itself  day ly  in  Quarrels;  &  perhaps  the  dreadful  event  that  lately 
took  place  at  the  Sign  of  the  CompaUf  on  the  road  from  hence  to 
Head  Quarters,  may  be  ultimately  a  sprout  of  this  root.  Three  of 
the  Oountiy  people  accused  as  principals  in  this  melancholly  business, 
have  been  arrested  by  the  Jostiees,  &  are  now  in  gaol  here,  but  their 
examination  b  not  yet  finished ;  so  that  I  am  not  yet  able  to  be 
positive. — ^It  is  grievous  to  remark  on  this  irksome  subject,  before  I 
leave  it,  that  another  officer  will  be  ordered  for  the  reeruiting  servioe^ 
instead  of  M'  Hammond,'^  of  the  11'^  BatUlion. 

Instruction^  are  made  out  for  the  Gentlemen  sent  up  by  y  Ex^ 
for  the  recruiting  business,  & 'they  will  issue  forth  without  delay. 
But  four  More  seem  necessary  for  Philad*  County,  &  two  for 
Bucks,  after  distributing'  the  officers  already  selected.  Inclosed  I 
send  Copies  of  these  Instructions,  with  blanks  for  the  names  of  such  as 
you  may  appoint.  This  I  beg  y'  Excellency  to  refer  to  your  QeetQn 
tary,  because  it  will  save  the  Officers  to  be  appointed  to  this  service 
the  trouble  of  a  journey  hither  &  back  again. 

The  cloathing  mentioned  in  my  last,  amounting  to  upwards  of  three 
hundred  coats  &  vests ;  about  two  hundred  pair  of  Leather  breeches, 
upwards  of  eighty  Overalls,  &c.  are  now  putting  up ;  they  will  be 
directed  for  3rd,  6th,  9th  &  12th  Penns^  Battalions— the  18th 
Peuns*  Battalion  I  hope  will  be  otherwise  supplied — the  remainder 
of  the  cloathing  is  making  up  as  fast  as  possible. 
Indorsed,  ^ 

To  his  Excellency,  Gen\  Washington. 

♦  Sec  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,,  p.  446. 
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Jambs  YouNa  to  Timothy  Matlaok,  1778. 

Beadiog,  IS'^^  Febr'y,  1778. 
Sir^ 

By  the  Inclosed  letters  you  will  be  a  judge  of  tbeir  importance,  ft 
not  Enowing  how  to  send  them  to  the  Deputy  Waggon  Master  with- 
out  great  expence  to  the  State^  by  seperate  Expresses,  for  which  I 
have  no  Authority,  I  must  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  them,  to 
forward  them  as  you  think  proper.  Expresses,  I  shall  have  frequent 
occasion  for  &  beg  Council  will  enable  me  to  hire  them  when  wanted, 
horse  for  myself,  &c. 

The  Waggons  from  Northampton  are  arrived  at  Gamp,  to  my  great 
satisfaction,  k  hope  to  relieve  their  Wants  in  future,  as  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  my  part.    This,  by  M'  Read^  saves  the  Expence 
of  an  Express ;  being  veiy  Respectfully, 
Sir, 

Your  very  Hum*« 
&  Obd'  Sei«; 

JA«  YOUNG. 
This  Letter  contained  Orders  to  Thompson  of  Berks,  Baylj  of 
Lancaster,  Boyd  of  Chester,  &  Moore  of  Philad';  theymention  Orders 

being  issued  for  Lancaster 44 

Chester 44 

Berks  32 

Bucks  82 

Philad* 14 

North*  14 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire^  Secretary  to  the  State  of  Penns- 
ylvania, Lancaster. 

Favour'd  by  Ja"  Read,  Esq". 


Extract  op  a    Letter  from  Mr.   Duer  to  Col,  F,  L 
Lbb,  in  Confess,  Feb.  19.  1778, 

"  I  have  this  day  seen  a  letter  from  Gen'l  Gates,  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  War,  directing  General  Mifftin  to  inform  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  by  the  board  to  superintend  the  purchasing  provisions, 
&c.,  that  Congress  had  determined  that  the  measures  pursued  bjthe 
State  of  Pennsylvania  were  adequate  to  the  supply  of  the  Army  on 
the  cast  side  of  Susquehannah^  and  had  therefore  directed  that  tbey 
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no  longer  proceed  on  that  business,  but  lay  all  tbeir  aoconnts,  &c,, 
before  Congress*.  Jost  when  the  resolution  came  to  hand,  a  consi- 
derably Supply  of  provisions  &  forage  was  forwarding  to  head  quar- 
ters bv  the  persons  appointed  by  the  Board  of  War,  &  a  great  num- 
ber of  teams  impressed  for  this  purpose.  The  order  of  Congress  has 
put  a  stop  to  the  whole)  so  that  all  prospect  of  keeping  the  Army 
together  is  now  at  an  end,  and  you  may  expect  every  moment  to 
bear  of  its  dissolution.  The  former  letter  I  sent  you  from  Oen'l 
Washington,  painted  to  yon  their  critical  Situation;  ^ince  that  time 
about*1000  barrels  of  flour  have  been  sent  down  by  water  from  this 
place  by  Col.  Bird.  But  the  river  is  now  fallen,  &  there  is  no  pro- 
bability of  procnring  an  adequate  number  of  teams  in  time  agree- 
able to  the  laws  of  this  State. 

This  you  may  declare  to  Congress  as  a  fact,  that  warrants  have 
been  out  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  month  past^ 
for  procuring  teams  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  ft  that  none  have  as 
yet  been  procured  in  that  way,  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  all 
the  horses  in  the  Army  are  now  furnished  for  forage,  and  a  mutiny 
has  already  arisen  for  want  of  a  timely  supply  of  provisions.  It  will 
be  more  than  we  have  a  right  to  expect,  when  the  Army  disbands, 
which  I  think  in  a  few  days  it  must,  if  a  great  part  dont  join  the  - 
enemy.  A  few  nights  ago  thirteen  of  the  Artillery,  (the  best  corps 
in  the  Service)  twelve  of  whom  were  Serjeants,  deserted  in  a  body 
to  the  enemy.    This  you  may  rely  on  as  fact/' 


Gen.  Washington  to  Prks.  Wharton,  1778. 

Valley  Forge,  Peb'y  the  19th,  1778. 
Sir, 

For  reasons  that  will  be  obvious  to  you  it  is  thought,  the  publica* 
tion  of  the  inclosed  address,*  may  answer  valuable  ends,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  you,  whether  it  may  not  serve  to  increase  its 
effect,  if  it  were  ushered  into  the  papers  of  your  State,  with  a  recom-^ 
mendatory  line  from  yourself.  If  you  should  suppose  there  will  be 
any  impropriety  in  this,  you  will  be  pleased  notwithstanding  to  com- 
mit the  address  itself  to  the  printer. 

1  was  duly  honored  with  your  Letter  of  the  18th  Inst.  I  shall 
give  every  attention  in  my  power  that  the  five  Regiments  may  be 
supplied  out  of  the  Cloathing  which  first  comes  to  hand,  as  you  wish, 
md  if  it  proves  insufficient;  will  try  to  keep  them  easy  till  a  further 
provision  can  be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir^ 

Your  most  Obd*  Servant, 

G*:  WASHINGTON. 
P.  S.  Addrais  in  letter  to  Mr.  Dunlap. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Wharton. 

<  See  this  address  and  a  proelsmatioD  with  it  by  the  Executive,  in 
CoL  Aeo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  429. 
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Council  to  Comm*rs  itor  CoiiLECxiNa  PBCffisioNSy  1778. 

In  OonQoil;  Lanoaster,  Febmary  19^  1778. 

CoDgreaS;  by  a  Resolve  of  the  14th  Inst.,'*'  have  ordered  thai  iha 
Monies  for  the  payment  of  ProvisionSy  Forage,  &c.,  &o ,  to  be  par- 
chased  by  Commissioners  appointed  by  a  Law  of  this  State,  for  the 
use  of  the  Army,  shall  go  thro'  the  hands  of  Coanoil.  As  yon  axe 
nominated  for  the  county  of  ,  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to 

mention  that  Congress  baye  orderd  Magazines  of  Provisions,  to  be 
layd  up  in  several  parts  of  this  State,  which  yon  will  see  by  an  ex- 
tract from  said  Resolve  enclosed. 

The  present  situation  of  the  Army  makes  it  absolutely  neeessary, 
that  you  &  the  other  Commissioners  proceed  upon  this  business  with 
the  greatest  alaorityjpossible — ^not  one  moment  should  be  loet  in 
procuring  and  forwarding  the  Flour  to  the  different  places  mentioiied 
in  the  Resolve.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  situatioQ  of  the 
Country,  and  distance  from  your  County  to  each  place  named  for 
the  Flour  to  be  Stored  at.  lour  own  knowledge,  therefore,  of  these 
circumstances  will  instruct  you  therein.  Counoil  have  nominated 
proper  persons,  whose  names  are  hereto  annexed,  to  attend  on  the 
Spott  to  inspect,  receive,  Store  &  to  take  care  of  the  Provisional,  and 
to  issue  the  same  upon  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  War.  Those 
€kntle*  will,  upon  your  application,  acquaint  you  from  time  to  time 
with  the  quantity  received  in  ther  Stores,  so  that  you  may  know  when 
the  whole  is  collected.  The  Counoil  wish  that  the  Farmers  should 
receive  their  pay  as  soon  as  the  Provisions  &  Forage  are  delivered, 
or  in  a  very  Short  time  after,  so  as  to  prevent  any  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, I  therefore  send  you  by  the  Bearer  —  Dollars,  and  will  furnish 
you  with  such  further  Sums  upon  vour  application  as  yon  may  need, 
not  doubting  that  you  will  call  imly  when  you  have  a  real  occasion, 
as  the  Treasury  at  present  is  low.  Council  flatter  themselves  that 
you  have  made  some  progress  in  this  business.  Every  exertion  al 
this  time  is  expected  from  this  State,  when  the  Enemy  has  posses* 
sion  of  our  Capital,  and  the  Army  ealling  aloud  for  Supplies  of 
every  kind.  Upon  your  activity  &  prudence  therefore  much  depoida, 
Ibr  unless  the  Troops  are  well  Sopfdyd  with  Provisions,  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  suppose  they  will  keep  the  Field.  Cattle  of  every  kind 
is  wanted  at  Camp;  I  hope  a  great  number  of  Hogs  can  in  a  short 
time  be  collected.  The  Commissaries  of  issues  &pend  upon  your 
exertions  for  supplies,  and  they  must  not  be  disappointed— ^l  kmdi 
of  live  Stock  must  be  collected,  as  well  as  forage,  and  delivered 
agreeable  to  the  enclosed  reeolve--4hat  the  wants  of  our  distressed 
Country  men  may  be  immediately  relieved.  For  your  trouble  in 
this,  at  present  important  business,  Council  are  impowered  to  make 
you  ample  satisfaction. 

*  See  pftg«  25^ 
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Lest  ycm  ebould  not  be  provided  with  the  Law  in  which  you  are 
named  as  a  ComiKiissioner^  it  is  here  enclosed;  and  to  which  I  refer 
yotL 

By  order  of  Council. 

Store  keepers  appointed  by  Council : 
Lancaster,  Col'.  Wm.  Will. 
Beading,  Col®.  Cowperthwaite. 
Bethlehem,  I  ^^^j^E^,, 

DowniDgstown,  Elijah  Wood. 
PottsgroYC;  John  Mitchell. 


Council  to  Delegates  in  CoNaKESS,  1778. 

Lancaster,  Peb'y  19, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  letters  of  the  16th  &  17th,  and  an  enclosed  note,  have  been 
delivered  to  Council  by  William  Rowan,  Esq'.,  together  with  the 
snm  of  One  hundred  and  thirty  nine  thousand  dollars,  which  I  have 
examined,  and  by  order  of  Council  given  him  a  receipt  for.  The 
oppressive  load  of  business  which  is  upon  the  Council  makes  it  exr 
tremely  difficult  to  undertake  the  business  committed  to  them  in  this 
charge,  and  it  is  an  instance  of  their  great  zeal  to  Serve  the  Publick 
cause,  that  they  give  immediate  attention  to  it.  This  mode  of 
doing  business  has  lessened  the  reputation  of  tbe  State  of  Pennsyl* 
vania  in  the  eyes  of  Congress  more  than  any  other  circumstance,  by 
inducing  a  wonder  what  has  become  of  the  large  sums  of  money  put 
into  the  hands  of  its  Councils,  and  as  these  Sums  have  ffenerally 
fallen  greatly  Short  of  answering  the  intention  for  which  they  have 
been  issued,  it  has  occasioned  clamours  in  the  people  who  have  ba4 
unsatisfied  claims.  It  has  also  divided  their  attention,  which  was 
wholly  due  to  the  intricate  &  difficult  affidrs  of  the  State.  A  future 
day  will  shew  their  cool,  firm,  steady  performance,  in  a  point  of  view 
very  different  from  that  in  which  it  is  now  seen,  and  much  to  their 
honour,  when  the  conduct  of  some  of  their  oppressors  wiU  Shrink 
from  the  light. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o. 

T.  M.,  Sec'y, 

To  EIn'ble  Delegates  of  Penns*  in  Congress. 
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Col.  Kirkbride  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Bordenton,  20th  Feb.,  1778. 
Sir, 

Tour  Ezoellenoys  Letters  of  the  13  th  Inst  came  to  hand — one  on 
Tnesday  last,  the  other  of  this  date,  acoompany'd  by  those  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  12th  Inst. 

The  Constant  Alarmes  we  have  had  in  the  Lower  part  of  Backs 
Coanty  for  some  days  past,  has  Intirely  thrown  us  oat  of  oar  Busi- 
ness, &  pat  it  out  of  our  power  to  Act  in  the  Civil  line. 

Before  this  can  reach  your  Excellency,  yon  will  no  doubt  have  the 
particulars  more  full  than  I  am  able  at  present  to  give,  but  our  Aoc^ 
this  evening  is  that  the  Enemy  have  Retreat'd  from  Galloways  place, 
&  some  other  parts  of  the  neighborhood,  towards  the  City,  after 
capturing  many  of  our  friends,  and  taking  away  large  quantity  of 
Forrage,  &c. 

I  can  Inform  your  Excellency  that  Col.  Coats  has  not  left  any 
part  of  his  money  in  my  hands,  nor  do  I  believe  he  had  much  in 
his  own,  but  was  Chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  Sub*Lieuts.  and  CoU 
lectors,  &  I  make  no  doubt  to  the  amount  he  mentions ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  your  Excel*  Orders,  am  taken  the  most  direct  mea- 
sure I  can  to  Collect  it  from  the  persons  whose  hands  it's  in,  in 
Order  to  dispose  of  it  agreeable  to  Direction. 

I  wrote  your  Excellency  some  days  ago  by  two  opportunitys,  & 
hope  they  have  got  safe  to  hand. 

And  be  assur'd  I  will  do  every  thing  in  my  power  strictly  to  com- 
ply with  your  Exoellencys  Commands;  and 
I  have  the  Hon'  to  be  your  Ecel" 

Most  Obedient  Humb.  Serv^. 

JO.  KIRKBRIDE. 
Directed, 

On  Public  Business — 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqs.,  President  of  the  Stale 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster* 


Mbmorial  of  RECRurrma  Officers  to  CotrNciL,  1778. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsjl- 

vania. 
We  the  snbscribers,  in  Behalf  of  the  Officers  Ordered  on  the  Re- 
craiting  service  from  the  said  State,  Beg  leave  to  remark  to  the 
Council  a  Great  Inconvenience  under  which  we  labour  in  entering 
on  that  service,  agreeable  to  the  Instructions  we  have  Received  from 
them. 

*  Captured,  see  page  261. 
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According  to  those  Instructions^  we  are  allowed  but  the  trifling 
sum  of  three  Pounds  for  each  Recruit.  It  must  be  perceptable  to 
every  person  who  has  been  on  that  duty,  that  that  sum  is  nothing 
eqnal  to  the  Expenoe  that  must  Neoosearily  Accrue. 

Yet  the  Zeal  for  the  good  of  oar  Conntry,  which  first  induced  ns 
to  take  the  Field  we  flatter  ourselves  still  continue,  and  thro'  that 
Motive  we  are  determined  to  exert  ourselves  in  that  duty  until  a 
proper  Representation  of  our  Grievance  may  be  laid  before  the  Le- 
gislative Power  of  this  State,  and  their  determination  taken. 

We  therefore  Beg  the  Council  won'd  represent  the  matter  to  that 
Body,  &  transmit  to  us  their  proceedings  by  the  first  Opportunity,  at 
our  different  Rendezvous^  making  no  doubt  that  all  reasonable  ex- 
pences  will  be  allowed  us. 

ALEX'R  PATTERSON,  Capt.  12  P.  Regt. 
EDWARD  SCULL,  Capt»  4th  P.  Regt. 
WM.  WILSON,  Capt.  Ist  P.  Regt. 

Lancaster,  Fcb'y  18th,  1778. 


Board  of  War  to  Phesident  Whakton,  1778. 

War  Office,  Feb'y  20th  1778. 

Sir, 

By  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  14th  Instant,  the  Board  were 
directed  to  lay  up  twenty  thousand  barrells  of  Flour  in  addition  to 
that  which  you  &  the  Honorable  Council  have  been  pleased  to  take 
the  trouble  of  procoring  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sasquahanna.  The 
Board  were  fiirther  authorised  to  instruct  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed 1^  a  Law  of  the  State,  in  their  Purchases  on  the  West  Side 
of  the  River.  They  have  in  consequence  of  this  Authority  ordered 
the  Flour  te  be  purchased  by  two  of  the  Superintendants  they  havii 
appointed  under  a  former  R^lution,  k  have  instructed  the  Commis- 
aioners  appointed  by  the  Law  of  the  State-  to  confine  their  purchases 
to  provisions  of  the  Meat  Kind  &  Forage.  This  was  done  to  prevent 
Confusion  or  Clashing.  As  the  Resolution  of  Congress  directs  the 
Board  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  with  your  Excellency  and  the 
Bon.  Council,  I  am  to  express  their  Wishes  to  eo-operate  in  every 
Measure  the  Service  requires.  The  Board  will  be  happy  to  be  in- 
formed whether  your  judgment  of  the  Prices  fixed  by  the  Hon.  the 
Assembly  is  that  they  shall  be  paid  on  the  Delivery  of  the  articles 
at  the  Magazines  or  at  the  places  where  they  are  purchased,  as  they 
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would  wish  to  preserve  an  Uniformity  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Purchasers  on  hoth  sides  the  River. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  great  Respect   ^ 
Your  obed.  Servt. 

HORATIO  GATES,  President. 
Directed 

On  public  servicei  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esqr., 
President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Lancaster. 


James  Young  to  Sbcrbtart  Matlack,  1778/ 

Reading,  21  Feb'y,  1778. 
Sir, 

This  day  Mr.  Leonard  Reed,  Waggon  Master*  for  this  County, 
Informed  me  that  he  found  the  business  too  much  for  him,  for  the 
following  reasons  r  first,  that  he  lived  at  the  extreme  end  of  the 
County,  in  Tulpohakin,  &  his  Wife  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health. 
2'  That  ho  can  neither  write  nor  read  English,  and  therefore  declined 
further  acting ;  I  requested  him  to  go  through  with  the  present  busi- 
ness of  the  lists  of  waggons  and  expiditing  the  Waggons  order'd  out, 
&  then  to  go  to  Council  &  resign  his  Commission,  which  he  declined. 
I  have  therefore  requested  Coll.  Henry  Holler,  of  this  town,  to  un- 
dertake the  business  until  such  time  as  the  Hon^^  Council  shall 
think  proper  to  appoint  him  or  some  other  person  to  that  office,  that 
the  business  which  is  now  very  urgent  may  not  be  delayed,  which 
you  will  please  to  acquaint  Council  of  and  inform  me  of  their  deter- 
nation. 

The  new  regulation  of  our  Commissioners  appointed  by  act  of 
Assembly  to  lay  in  Magazines,  &o.,  has  occasioned  a  small  interrup- 
tion of  loading  the  Waggons,  as  the  former  superintendants  have 
refused  me  the  least  intelligence  of  the  loadings  they  informed  me 
was  provided ;  but  a  few  days  will  put  all  things  in  their  proper 
Channel  If  some  people  are  dissapointed.    I  have  frequent  occasions 
to  hire  express  &  a  horse  for  myself,  also  the  assistance  of  a  Clerk, 
which  will  be  absolutely  wanted,  especially  when  the  list  of  Waggons 
are  transmitted  to  me,  but  have  not  authority  from  the  Honbl.  Coun- 
cil nor  cash  to  pay  expresses,  &c. 
I  am. 
Sir, 
Your  very  Obcdt.  H.umbl.  Servt. 

JAS.  YOUNG,  W.  M.  Q. 
*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XT.,  p.  428, 
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P.S.  8  O'clock  P.  M.  I  have  this  moment  an  express  from  Head 
QoartexB  respecting  the  very  great  distress  of  the  army  for  want  of 
Waggons  &  Forrage,  I  am  unhappy  till  they  are  supplied.  Pray 
forward  the  inclosed  by  express. 

Copy  from  Coll.  Lntterloh,  Vally  forge,  Feb.  20, 1778. 

Sir, 

I  received  this  molting  your  favour  &  acquainted  the  Hon'ble 
Committee  of  Congress  with  the  contents,  as  your  Wagcons  come  in 
but  slow  into  the  Camp,  and  our  distress  for  Waggons  is  very  great 
(as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  note,)  I  beg  you  will  loose  not  a 
moment's  time  to  get  us  supplyed,  I  do  not  know  what  to  do.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Camp  are  no  Waggons,  all  are  worn  out  and 
our  own  Teams  cannot  go  along  being  so  worked  down.  I  beg  for 
God's  sake  you  will  assist  us,  and  let  them  bring  forrage  &  Commis- 
sary stores  as  I  mentioned  before.  You  must  send  Express  again 
and  hurry  them  on.  Tho'  the  letters  mentioned  80,  Teams  but  yet 
20  only  arrived.  Consider  the  Distress  of  the  army  and  loose  not  a 
moment  to  assist  the  Public  Service. 

I  am,  yours,  Ac., 

LUTTERLOH.    j 

Send  the  order  back. 

The  Committee  ordered  me  to  send  this  express  and  request  this 
Exertion  of  you. 

Copy  of  the  order  above  mentioned. 
lySir, 

You  are  hereby  authorised  by  order  of  his  Excellency  Oeneral 
Washington,  to  impress  any  number  of  Waggons  you  stand  in  need 
of  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Camp.  You  don't  say  what  number 
you  expect  in  to-morrow.  General  Green  &  Coll.  Biddle  write,  that 
they  meet  with  the  greatest  difficulty  in  foraging  for  want  of  Wag- 
gons. The  General  begs  of  you  to  give  them  all  the  assistance  you 
can.  For  God's  sake,  my  dear  Sir,  exert  yourself  upon  this  occasion, 
our  distress  ia  infinite. 

Yours, 
•  A.  HAMILTON,  A,  D.  C. 

To  Coll.  Lutterloh. 

I  have  transcribed  the  above  Copys  that  you  may  bo  a  bett^' 
judge  of  the  wants  of  the  army. 

Yours, 

J.  Y. 
Directed y 

To  Timothy  Matkok,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Lancaster. 
On  Public  service  J.  Young,  W.  M.  O. 
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President  op  Congress  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

York  town,  21»*  Feb'ry,  1778- 

Sir, 

I  troubled  your  Excellency  with  a  Letter  on  the  lO"*  lust.,*  by  the 
hand  of  Mons'r  Dnbaysson,  &  on  the  I9i**,  by  the  Reverend  Boot' 
Withergpoon,  I  received  a  packet  containing  six  Copies  of  Acts  of 
Congress,  of  the  5*^  &  6<^  Inst^  for  establishing  divers  regulations  in 
the  Civil  k  Military  lines  of  the  Army  &  for  appointing  Aaditora  of 
Army  accounts,  &c.|  these  may  be  added  to  several  proceeding  dis* 

|)atches  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  YourExeel- 
ency  &  which  remain  unacknowledged. 

Yonr  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  receive  in  company  with  this, 
an  act  of  Congress  of  the  present  date,  earnestly  recommending  to 
the  Executive  Council  of  this  State  to  exert  the  whole  power  of  the 
State  to  relieve  the  Army  under  General  Washington,  now  reduced 
almost  to  the  very  last  extremity  from  a  want  of  provisions  of  Flesli 
&  Forage,  &  referring  to  a  letter  from  the  General  of  tho  15^^  last., 
to  Rob^  Hooper  &  others,  &  to  an  extract  of  a  Letter  from  M'  Duer 
to  Coll.  Lee  of  the  19^,  Copy  of  the  Said  Letter  together  with  the 
extract,  your  Exoelleoey  will  find  with  the  other  paper. 

I  dare  not  insult  your  Excellency  &  the  Honorable  Council  bj 
urging  that  not  a  moment  should  be  lost,  or,  that  on  your  exertions 
rest  the  safety  of  our  Union  &  Independency,  all  attempts  to  such 
incitements,  I  am  persuaded,  are  equally  unseasonable  &  unneoessary. 
I  have  therefore  only  to  conclude,  wishing  suocess  to  your  Sxcel- 
lenoy's  Orders  &  endeavours,  &  repeating  that  I  am, 
With  very  great  Respect, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  & 

Most  Humble  Servant 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
•   President  of  Congress. 
Directed^ 

On  public  Service,  Henry  Laurens.  His  Excellency  Thomas 
Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 

*  See  pages  249,  27d. 
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Col.  Walter  Stewart  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp,  Feb^  2l8t,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  am  moch  concern'd  to  Inform  yonr  EzcelleDcj  that  an  Express 
arrived  in  Camp  yesterday  afternoon,  with  the  disagreeable  news  of 
a  party  of  Light  Horse  belonging  to  the  Enemy,  consisting  of  about 
^Forty,  poshed  up  to  Newtown,  Bucks  County,  and  took  my  Major, 
with  a  small  party  of  men,  Prisoners,  and  all  the  cloathing  I  had 
laid  up  there  for  my  Regiment.     My  hopes  of  getting  my  Regiment 

fenteeHy  and  well  cloathed  this  campaigne  are  vanished,  unless  your 
!zcellency  &  the  Council  will  assist  me  in  it,  which  I  must  In  treat 
in  the  strongest  manner.  I  really  hop'd  sir,  my  own  activity  would 
have  saved  you  this  trouble,  but  'tis  my  misfortune  to  find  all  my 
good  intentions  frustrated  by  this  most  unlucky  blow.  My  poor 
fellows  are  in  a  most  deplorable  situation  at  present,  scarcely  a  shirt 
to  0^  of  their  Backs,  &  equally  distressed  for  the  other  necessarys  ; 
but  they  bear  it  patiently,  and  however  they  may  suffer  for  the 
want,  I  must  say,  I  would  rather  wait  a  few  weeks  untill  I  could 
get  all  their  eloathinff  together. 

I  now  send  Mr.  Howe!  22  lb  Thread ;  67  Orooe  Coat,  &  42  Qrooe 
Vest  Buttons ;  326t  yards  Tow  linin ;  7  p'es  Shalloon,  &  4  p'es 
blue  Broad  cloth,  Cont'g,  63}  yards  ^trimmings  I  was  sending  to 
Kew  town  for  the  Cloths) ;  these  things  I  must  request  he  will 
make  the  best  nse  of  in  his  power  for  my  men ;  they  are  sufficient 
for  the  trimming  of  300  suits  cloathes,  which  I  could  wish  to  be 
blue  and  red  if  possible,  as  I  know  TVhite  cannot  now  be  obtained. 
As  I  write  Mr.  Howel  on  the  subject,  I  shall  not  trouble  your 
Excellency  farther,  well  knowing  every  exertion  is  now  making  use 
of  by  the  Council  to  have  their  Troops  well  cloathed. 
I  an^  with  great  respect 

and  Esteem,  your 
Exoellencys  most 

obed't  humble  serVt, 

WALTER  STEWART, 
.    Col.  13th  P.  Reg't. 

New  town  is  24  miles  from  Philad'a,  and  the  Militia  are  posted 
at  Bustle  Town,  which  makes  this  a  most  daring  attempt  on  their 
aide,  and  an  unfortunate  one  on  mine. 

W.  S. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junr.,  Ef;qr.,  at  Lancaster 
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Resolution  of  Congkess,  1778. 

In  CoDgress,  2l8t  Fcb^,  1778, 

A  letter  from  general  Washington  to  Robert  L.  Hooper^  Nathaniel 
Falconeri  &  Jonathan  Mifflin,  was  laid  before  Congress  &  read^  also 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dner  to  Mr.  Lee*  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  same  be  sent  by  express  to  the  ex- 
ecutive conncil  of  Pennsylvania,  &  that  it  be  most  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  them  to  exert  the  whole  powers  of  the  State  in  providing 
&  forwarding  to  the  army,  by  every  possible  means,  supplies  S 
provisions,  especially  of  the  meat  kind,  k  forage,  with  the  utmost 
dispatch. 

Extract  from  the  minnteS; 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo^ 


William  Russbl  to  Board  op  War,  1778. 

To  the  Honourable  Board  of  War,  at  York  Town,  Feb'y  2l8t,  1778. 

The  Petition  of  William  Russel,  Ensign  in  Cap^  Butler's  Com- 
pany, the  third  Pennsylvania  Regiment, 
Most  humbly  sheweth  : 

That  your  Petitioner  was  one  of  the  first  that  entered  into  the 
Continental  Service  at  the  beginning  of  the  War,  in  which  be  conti- 
nued untill  he  was  wounded  in  the  Battle  at  Brandywine,  where  be 
lost  his  Legg.  That  ;8ome  time  after  the  Petitioner's  Brother  Offi< 
cers  were  promoted,  according  to  their  several  Ranks,  your  Petit'  at 
the  same  time  having  been  in  the  Hospital  and  omitted  in  the  pro- 
motion. That  your  Petitioner  most  humbly  conceives  himself  enti- 
tled to  the  Rank  of  Lieutenant. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  Prays  your  Honours  to  tj^^e 
his  case  into  consideration,  and  to  allow  him  Lieutenants  Pay. 

And  your  Petit'r,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  pray,  &c. 

WM.  RUSSEt. 

*  See  page  276« 
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Gen.  Robbbdbau  to  Prbs.  Whabton,  1778. 

York  Town,  Feb'y  23d,  1778. 
Sip, 

The  papers  by  you  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  War  were  refered 
to  Congress,  read  and  oommitted  to  be  returned )  acoordingly  I  do 
myself  the  honor  of  handing  them  to  you,  and  hope  the  violators  of 
the  Laws  of  the  State  will  be  brought  to  condign  punishment.  I  am 
with  respeotful  Salutations  to  the  Hon^*«  Council, 
Sir,  y  most  ob* 

&  very  humb.  Serv*. 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

Directedy 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'..  Esq'.,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
silvania,  Lancaster. 


Lbtieb  (Copy.)    Capt.  Edwd   Scull  &c.,  to  Gbnekal 
Washington,  1778. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Inclosed  we  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  instructions  we  received  from 
the  Executive  Council  for  the  recruiting  Service,  and  beg  leave  to 
remark  the  Grievance  they  labour  under  in  the  sum  allowed  us  for  that 
Service  being  nothing  equal  to  the  expence  which  must  necessarily 
accrue. 

The  legislative  Body  are  to  meet  in  a  few  days,  untill  that  time 
we  shall  proceed  in  our  duty  and  then  intend  remonstrating  them  on 
the  occasion. 

We  would  beg  your  Excellency  to  order  us  how  to  proceed  in 
Case  our  Oreivance  should  not  be  redressed  as  it  is  impossible,  we 
can  subsist  ourselves  on  so  trifling  an  allowance. 

Col.  Stewart  will  be  able  to  give  your  Excellency  a  State  of  the 
matter. 

EDWARD  SCULL,  Cap*  4th  P.  Reg*. 
ALX.  PATTERSON,  Cap*  12th  P.  Reg*. 
WM.  WILSON,  Cap*  1st  P.  Reg*. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  officers  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
orderod  on  the  recruiting  Service.* 

(Copy.)     . 

♦  See  pige  280. 
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Gbn,  Washington,  Fbby  23, 1778. 

Head  Quarters  Valley  Forge,  23d  Feb''  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

I  reed  yours  of  tbe  18th*  from  Lancaster,  in  behalf  of  yourselves 
and  others  appointed  to  superintend  the  recruiting  Service. 

If  upon  the  representation  which  you  intend  to  make  to  the 
Assembly  when  they  meet,  you  do  not  get  such  an  allowance  as  will 
defray  your  necessary  Expences,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  you  will 
continue  upon  a  service,  by  which  you  will  be  losers.  The  Bounty 
of  eight  dollars  for  each  Recruit  would  in  my  opinion  be  fully  suffi- 
cient if  there  was  any  chance  of  the  Business  going  on  with  success. 
But  I  fear  it  will  not  upon  the  terms  held  forth  by  the  State. 

I  am  Oent" 

Y'  most  ob'  Serv* 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
Directed^ 

On  public  Service. 

To  Captains  Scull,  Patterson  and  Wilson,  at  Lancaster. 


Col.  J.  Morgan  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Beading,  February  23%  1778. 
Sir, 

There  are  several  Accounts  in  Berks  County  unpaid.  The  people 
Complain  for  want  of  Payment. 

First.  The  Militia  officers  whose  tours  were  not  to  go  to  Camp 
with  the  different  Classes  of  their  Companies,  Lest  many  days  in 
Summoning  and  Collecting  their  men,  and  bringing  them  to  the 
place  of  Genetal  Rendezvous. 

Second.  In  June  last  there  were  a  number  of  Militia  Collected 
by  order  of  his  Excellency  the  President,  and  not  being  wanted 
were  after  several  days  dismist. 

Third.  How  the  Waggons  that  transported  the  baggage  of  the 
Militia  to  Camp  are  to  be  paid  f 

Fourth.  What  Wages  Should  be  allowed  to  the  Almoncra  for 
their  receiving  and  paying  monies  to  the  poor  Militia  Families  ? 

Fifth.  The  Militia  in  Oeneral  Complain  for  want  of  payment,  and 
^See  the  preceediiig 
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flome  of  them  refose  U>  ddiver  up  their  Anns^  Aooootranents  and 
Blankets  nntill  thej  reoeive  their  monthly  Wages. 

These  are  Qaeries  which  I  should  be  glad  year  Excellency  woald 
take  notice  of^  and  give  such  direction  as  you  may  think  proper;  as 
I  conceiTC  the  militia  Law  is  Silent  in  respect  to  them. 
I  am  with  great  respect^ 

Tour  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant^ 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  0. 
Directed,  ^ 

To  Hb  Bxoellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq. 


Answer.     (Indorsed.) 

Ist  The  Uentenants  are  to  pay  for  snch  seryices  as  hath  been 
performed  by  any  officer  who  has  been  ordered  to  assist  the  lieute- 
nant according  to  law.    See  law  passed  80  Dec^,  1777. 

2nd.  Militia  ordered  into  service  at  any  time  are  to  be  pud  for 
the  time  which  they  shall  have  served. 

3rd.  Waggon  hire  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Quarter  Master  Qev}  or 
his  Deputy. 

4  th.  There  seems  to  be  no  distinction  on  this  head  in  the  law,  and 
therefore  it  seems  reasonable  that  the  LieuCenant  should  allow  such 
moderate  pay  as  may  be  adequate  to  his  time  &  trouble. 

5.  The  arms  of  the  Militia  must  be  immediately  returned.  Their 
pay  will  be  provided  for  as  soon  as  posssble. 

•    T.  M.,  Bec'y. 

Lancaster,  Feb'y  26, 1778. 


Jambs  Young  to  Sjccbbtary  Matlaok,  1778. 

Reading  23*  Feb^,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  .to  rejtfesent  to  the  Hon^>'  Council  the  difficulties  I 
meet  with  in  assistiug  the  ari%  with  Waggons  as  I  wish  to  do  in 
this  their  Want.  On  the  18^  InsS  Ool>  Jonathan  Mifflin,  one  of 
the  Superintendants  appointed  by  the  Board  of  War  to  lay  up  the 
Magazines,  applyed  to  me  that  as  the  Waggons  of  this  County  did 

Vol.  VI.-13 
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not  oome  in  so  quiok  as  was  neoessaiy  to  supply  tbe  army,  k  thai 
they,  the  superintendants,  had  provided  loading  for  fifty  Waggons, 
&  therefore  requested  a  number  should  be  immediately  impressed, 
I  direotly  applyed  to  Henry  Crest,  Escfi  for  a  press  Warrant  far 
twenty  Waggons  nearest  this  town.    On  the  20*^  a  Number  of 
them  were  brought  here ;  I  order'd  the  Wageoners  to  apply  to  Cot 
Mifflin  for  their  Reading.     He  wrote  me  that  he  had  the  night 
before  reeeiyed  a  letter  from  Oen^  Gates  informing  him  that  the 
Congress  had  resolved  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Assembly  of  this  State  were  snffioient  to  lay  up  the  Magaaines  to  be 
formed  on  the  ]Qast  side  of  Susquehanna,  &  that  the  superintendaats 
be  directed  to  act  no  longer  ]  he  would  therefore  transfer  the  busi- 
ness over  to  Mess"  Lesher  &  Eokert,  &  that  I  would  please  to  order 
the  Teams  impressed  by  M'  Crest's  Warrant  as  I  should  think  pro- 
per, as  he  oould  take  no  further  direction  in  the  matter.    I  then 
requested  M'  Reed,  W.  M.,  &  M'  Lesher,  one  of  the  Commissionen, 
to  Wait  on  Coll^  Mimin  &  re(}uest  he  would  inform  them  where  the 
loadings  were  that  was  provided  for  those  Waggons;  they  returned 
to  me  &  told  me  the  only  answer  he  was  pleased  to  ^ve  them  was 
that  he  had  no  further  to  do  with  the  Matter. 

So  circumstanced  I  was  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  to  order 
the  impressM  Waggons  to  be  discharged,  and  wait  until  the  Coin- 
missiooers  should  receive  their  instructions,  and  ihe  Waggons 
ordered  out  by  Law  should  come  in.  The  Resignatioo  of  M'  Reed,^ 
W.  M.^  has  also  impeded  the  service ;  one  of  his  deputies  Just  now 
informs  me  that  the  Waggoners  in  Heidlebere  township,  order'd  out 
according  to  order  of  Council,  refuse  to  go :  I  have  therefore  directed 
him  to  Uike  out  press  Warrants.  These  Circumstances  extreaml  j 
retard  the  service  on  this  pressing  occasion. 
I  am 

with  great  Respect  Sir, 

your  very  Humble  Serv*, 

JAS.  rOUNQ.f 

P.  8.  Be  kind  enough  to  send  me  a  few  C^ys  of  the  Waggon 
Law.    I  have  receiv'd  your  hyoxa  of  the  20th  Inst. 

Direcied, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq';  Secretary  to  the  SUte  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  Lancaster. 
On  Public  Service. 
Favoured  p'  the  Hon^**  Jacob  Morgan^  Jun',  Esq'. 

*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  428.  f  See  page  282.   • 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCfflVES  1778.  291 

General  Washington  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Head  Qoarten,  Valley  Forge,  23d  FeWj,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  17th  inst.*  The  militia  from 
ihe  Westward,  who  had  been  detained  by  the  badness  of  the  weather, 
baye  anived  at  GenL  Laeey's  Camp,  and  those  from  NcvthamptOQ 
have,  I  hope,  oome  in  by  this  time.  Their  jNraeenoe  had  become^ 
ezoeedingly  neoessary,  as  the  insolenoe  of  the  disaffected  in  Phila* 
delphia  and  Bocks  Counties  had  arisen  to  a  very  alarminff  Height. 
They  have  seized  and  carried  off  a  number  of  respectable  innabit|ntB 
in  those  Counties,  and  such  officers  of  the  Army  as  fell  in  their  way, 
among  others,  Major  Murray,  of  the  18 th  Pennsylvania  Begiment, 
who  was  at  Newtown  with  his  family.  What  adds  to  the  misfortune 
18,  that  they  carried  off  near  2000  y^  of  Cloth  which  had  been  col- 
lected in  the  County,  and  was  making  up  for  the  Regiment  In 
the  last  Paragraph  of  your  letter  you  say  that  the  Cloathing  coming 
to  Camp  is  for  the  8',  6^,  9'^,  and  12*^  Eegiment8,t  as  you  ex- 
pected that  the  18^  would  be  otherwise  supplied.  You  probably 
had  the  Cloth  in  Newtown  in  View  when  you  wrote,  but  that  being 
lost,  you  will  undoubtedly  make  proper  provision  for  that  Regiment. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  that  a  difference  between  the  Officers 
and  Men  of  the  ContiDcntal  Troops  and  those  of  the  Militia  should 
damp  the  exertions  of  the  latter.  It  has  been  my  constant  endeavour, 
since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command  the  Forces  of  the  United 
States,  to  prevent  all  animosides  and  Jealousies  between  the  Troops 
of  different  States,  whether  Regular  or  Militia,  by  exeroisiDg  the 
most  impartial  line  of  conduct  towards  all.  I  very  well  know  that 
except  there  is  a  mutual  Confidence  and  good  understanding  between 
all  the  component  parts  of  an  army,  that  the  Service  must  be  mani- 
festly injured,  and  therefore  you  may  depend  that  I  will  take  par- 
ticular care  when  the  Army  takes  the  Field  in  the  Spring,  and  wnen 
we  shall  more  than  probable  be  obliged  to  call  upon  the  Militia  to 
act  in  conjunction  with  us,  to  endeavour  to  remove  the  causes  of 
complaint 

I  hope  the  unhappy  dispute  that  arose  at  the  Sign  of  the  Com- 
pass, between  a  few  Officers  of  the  ContiDcntal  Army  and  the  Militia, 
will  rather  be  looked  upon  as  an  accidental  matter,  than  as  the  effect 
of  a  general  and  fixed  hatred  between  those  two  Bodies  of  Men  em- 
barked in  the  same  Cause,  and  who  ought  to  afford  a  mutual  support 
to  each  other,  and  to  turn  their  Arms  against  the  common  Enemy, 
rather  than  upon  one  another.    I  also  hope  tiutt  all  prejudice  upon 

*  flee  page  274. 

t  See  Colon.  Rco.|  Vol.  XI.,  p.  413. 
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the  part  of  the  Oonntrj  mj  be  laid  aside  upon  this  occasiimy  and 
the  most  impartiiJ  eaqoiry  made  i&to  this  matter. 

Inclosed  you  have  a  Oopy  of  a  representation  sent  to  me  by  Cap- 
tains Scull,  Patterson,  &  Wilson,*  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the 
officers  sent  to  saperintend  the  Tecmiting  Service.  As  they  mean 
to  address  the  legislature  upon  the  same  subject,  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  they  will  explain  tbemselves  more  fully,  and  point  out  the 
reasons  for  demanding  a  greater  Sum  thrin  allowed  in  the  recmitiDg 
instmctions.  As  the  ezpence  of  riding  abOQt;(he  Country  at  this 
time  is  very  heavy  and  certain,  and  the  chance  o^  procuring  Becmitfl 
very  uncertain,  perhaps  they  may  think  a  reasonable  dibwanoe  f 
day  a  more  equitable  mode. 

1  shall  have  anoAer  officer  appointed  in  the  room  of  Lieu*  Ham- 
ilioq^,  and  four  more  for  the  County  of  Philada.,  add  two  for  the 
County  of  Bucks.  The  blank  Instructioins  shall  be  properly  filled 
up  for  them. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  bo 
Sir, 
your  most  ob'  Sw v^f 


Council  to  J.  B.  Smith,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  Feb'y  23, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  General  Assemblv  of  representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  have  requested  to  be  furnished  with  the  fol- 
lowing papers,  via*.  J 

The  instmetiou  of  the  Board  of  War  to  their  Soperintendanti  of 
Proviaioiis. 

The  Plan  laid  down  by  the  Snperintendants  for  the  purchase,  £c. 
of  Provisions. 

^The  Instructions  for  the  Millers,  dated  11  Jan'y,  1778. 

A  Letter  from  the  Superintendants  to  the  Board  of  War,  dated 
Feb'y  11, 1778. 

A  Letter  dated  Feb'y  12,  1778,  signed  B.  L.  Hooper,  Deputy  Q' 
M'  General,  to  the  Pujrohasers  under  the  Superintendants. 

We  therefore  request  that  you  will  procure  copies  of  them,  asd 
forward  them  to  Coundil  as  early  as  possible,  by  express,  if  no  im- 


*  See  page  287. 
Not  signed,  bnt  in  the  handwriting  of  his  other  letters  which  are. 
See  Colon.  Eoc,  Vol.  XL,  p.  426.  ^ 


I 


Plt^STI^VANIA  ABOHIVSS  1778^  ^8 

mediate  sufeopportunitj  AM  ofibr.  These  papers  are  of  great  im* 
portaooe  to  the  State,  a|id  jnight  be  fucni/shed  without  a  moment's 
delay.* 

To  the  Hon'ble  J.  B.  Smithy  Eeqr. 


Major  Gbn.  John  Abmstbono  to  Pbbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  2Sd  Feb'y,  1778, 
Sir, 

As  at  present  Aere  appears  to  be  a  Soaroity  of  the  important  ar- 
ticle of  Lead,  and  it's  certain  a  Mr.  Harman  Husbands,  now  it 
member  of  Assembly  for  our  State,  has  some  knowledge  of  a  Lead 
JUine,  situate  ia  a  cert^ip  T^aojb  of  Land  Qot  far  from  Fmnks  Town, 
formerly  surveyed  for  the  use  of  ^he  Proprietary  Family. 

General  Gates,  President  of  the  Board  of  War,  having  signified 
his  earnest  desire  to  see  &  converse  with  Mr.  Hosba^ds  on  the  sub- 

St  of  the  Mine,  vid  being  gfv^dj  hurried  w^th  Imj^VOiBy  I  have  at 
instance  undertaken  the  present  line,  that  you  wouM  please  to 
.use  y  influence  with  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  with  Mr.  Hus* 
bands,  that  he,  as  3000  as  possible,  maj  be  spared  to  consult  with 
the  Board  of  War,  on  the  best  measures  for  making  a  tryal  of  & 
deriving  an  early  supply  from  that  source. 

The  General  is  of  Opinion  with  me,  that  the  Mine  ought  or  may 
at  least  for  the  present  be  seized  by,  and  belong  to  the  State,  and 
that  private  persons  who  without  right  may  have  sat  down  on  that 
reserved  Tra^  (Aou'd  pei^er  prevent  ti^  present  use  of  the  Jicad, 
nor  be  admitted  to  make  a  monopoly  of  the  Mine.  I'm  of  opinion 
that  a  few  fidthfol  Labourers  may  be  sufficient  to  make  the  experi- 
ment, and  that  the  Lieut,  of  the  Gouptv,  ^r  some  other  food  Man| 
ipay  be  serviceable  ip  in.troduceing  the  business. 

I  cannot  doubt  the  Compliance  of  the  honorable  A83embly  $ 
Council. 

And  am,  Sir^  with  great  respect, 

Yr  Ezoellencys  most 
Qbed^  humb"  8eEV«. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

P.  8.  It  may  not  be  impioper  that  a  Sunuu^  eonsidenition  be  first 
•taken  whether  the  State  will  make  the  elfort  drnve,  or  leave  it  to 
ibe  Oondnot  of  the  Board  of  War,  that  at  any  rate  the  Salutary 

*  See  answer  with  the  papem,  Fsb.  26»  p.  aOd. 
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efieot0|  if  any,  may  be  gainM  to  the  pnUiok.  The  Water  Oaniage 
is  a  great  thing — QaeTjf  whether  the  Oar  ehom'd  be  nan  into  poci- 
able  bars  at  the  Bank,  or  at  Middleton  f 

J.  A. 
Dtreciedf 

On  the  Poblio  SerTioe,  His  Excellency  Thomaa  Wharton,  ^V-f 
Prasident  of  the  State  of  Pennl%  Lancaster. 


CiRCULAK  OF  Council  to  Comm'bs,  1778. 

In  Conncili 

Lancaster,  VjeVy  24, 177& 
Sfr, 

The  most  pressing  applications  are  honily  made  to  Council  lor  a 
Sapply  of  Provisions  for  the  army.  Yon  are  therefore  hereby  strict* 
ly  cnarged  and  enjoined  to  exert  every  power  yon  possess,  to  pro- 
enre  supplies  as  fast  as  possible.  Ton  are  not  to  regard  any  orders  that 
may  be  given  to  yov  by  any  persons  whatsoever  contrary  hereto,  and 
yon  are  to  forward  to  Gamp,  with  all  possible  expedition,  all  the 
neat  Cattle,  Swine,  Beef,  Pork  &  forage  yon  can  procnre.  Ton  are 
also  hereby  empowered  to  hire  snch  asnstants  as  yon  may  find  ne> 
oessary  for  this  pnrpose,  as  the  present  occasion  is  extremely  nrgent 

To  the  CommissionerB. 


Aroh'd  M'Clisan  to  PassiDEirr  Whabtoh,  1778. 

York,  Pebmary  24th,  1778. 
Hay  it  pleSse  Your  Excellency, 

I  have  the  Pleasnre  to  inform  the  Coundl,  That  we  have  at  length 
been  enabled  to  open  and  hold  a  Court  of  Oeneral  Quarter  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  and  of  the  Common  Pleas  at  this  place,  Notwithstand- 
ing the  long  Backwardness  of  a  great  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  County  to  lend  their  Aid,  or  yield  their  concurring  Counte- 
nance to  the  producing  such  an  fivent;  And  I  do  with  pleasnre  in- 
form yon.  That  we  had  a  Bespectable  Bench  of  Justices,  and  also 
able  and  Reputable  Juries,  both  Grand  and  Petit. 

The  Season  of  the  Conrt  being  very  Bigorous,  and  the  I^Coolty 
of  having  AcoommodationB  for  People  from  the  Country,  pre- 
vented a  Considerable  Number  of  the  PaUiok  House  keepers  fion 
applying,  but  I  have  assurances  from  divers,  That  they  will  apply  at 
what  is  called  the  Constables  Conrt. 
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Herewith  I  have  tnmsniitted  the  Beoommendalions  of  thoae  who 
have  applied  and  have  been  Beoommended,  excepting  some  who  ap- 
plied only  for  Permits  for  liberty  to  Sell  Beer  and  Oyder,  which  are 
not  made  ont.  I  would  acquaint  the  Council,  That  as  the  Petition- 
ers could  not  be  accommodated  in  Town,  after  delivering  their  seve- 
ral Petitions,  ihey  returned  immediately  home,  which  prevented  me 
from  having  the  Opportnnity  of  taking  thehr  Respective  Bonds,  &c*. 
For  which  I  have  {^pointed  them  to  come  in  at  the  Twenty  fifth  of 
Next  month,  and  then  give  Bond  and  Receive  their  licences. 

Whereupon  if  Gouncii  See  Cause  to  Send  unto  me  a  Sufficient 
Number  of  licences  in  Blanks,  I  will  fill  them  up  as  called  for,  and 
take  the  requisite  Security  and  Collect  the  Fees  to  Government,  as 
Speedily  as  the  present  State  of  Affairs  will  admit  of.  I  would  also 
beg  of  Council  to  be  instructed  in  the  Mode  of  Procedure  adopted 
in  Lancaster  County,  in  Regard  to  grantbe  Permits  under  the  Law. 
to  prevent  Fore-Stalling  and  BegratiBg,  uso  the  Form  of  Uie  said 
Permits. 

I  am;  may  it  please  Your  Excellency, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

ARCH'D  M'CLEAN. 

P.  8.  As  before  hinted,  I  expect  a  Number  of  Persons  more  will 
petition  Shortly,  therrfore  Request  that  an  Extra  Nnmber.of  Blanks 
may  be  Sent  over. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'.,  Esquire,  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  at  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by  Michael  Hahn,  Esq*". 


Gbn.  Robeedsau  to  Assemblt,  1778.* 

York  Town,  FeVy2lBt,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  my  Constituents,  the  Representatives 
of  this  State  now  assembled,  on  Subjects  the  most  distressing  and 
ftlarming,  the  deficiencies  in  the  Commissaries  and  Quartermasters 
departments,  which  threaten  the  dispersion  of  our  Anny  and  all  the 
horrid  train  of  Evils  consequent  to  this  State  more  immediately, 
and  to  the  common  cause  more  general  in  its  baneful  influence. 
The  Letters  and  resolves  of  Congress  ordered  to  be  forwarded,  makes 
ft  particular  discant  on  the  distresses  of  our  army  unnecessary  from 
me.  I  have  only  to  assure  the  Hon'ble  House  that  under  God  the 
Salvation  of  our  Cause  now  depends  on  you,  as  from  yotor  Situation 


296  PENNglLYANIA  ABGHITEB  1778. 

timely  supplies  of  piOYisioiiSy  especially  meat,  of  forage  and  Wag- 
gons;  and  immediaU  oonyeyaaee  can  only  be  e^weied,  andwithoul 
the  most  vigoiocis  exertions  yon  may  depend  the  amy  will  disperse, 
nothine  but  indispensable  duty  would  extort  a  Secret  whieh  mighty  by 
being  divulged,  prove  minous ;  Aerefiore  what  is  my  duty,  is  equally 
the  duty  of  your  Hon'ble  House,  now  the  ftet  is  diselosed,  to  impose 
the  most  en violable  restraint  on  yoursetyes,  that  our  Enemies  may  not 
triumph  in  our  Disffraos.  Congress  will  begrudge  no  expenoe  attend- 
ing the  exeoution  or  your  orders,  in  depeniknoe  on  which  is  now  the 
whole  trust  of  Congress  for  an  immediate  supply,  or  in  tAher  words. 
Cor  preventing  tiie  most  direful  disticss.  It  would  be  impertinent 
in  me  to  attempt  to  enforce  a  Subject  so  important  on  your  Hon'ble 
fiouse.  Congress  have  displaced  Offioen  wlio  infringed  the  Law  of 
the  State  respecting  the  prioea  of  Axtides ;  to  this  Enemies  will 
attribute  the  Evils  we  should  depredate,  but  our  cause  does  not  de- 
pend on  the  weak  efforts  of  a  few  individoalsi  mueh  less  on  any  rest- 
less spirits  among  us  who  probably,  in  the  Stru^le,  mean  to  overset 
the  freedom  of  this  State.  Your  endeavoursi  I  trust,  will  be  suc- 
ceeded. 

I  am  most  respectfully,  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  &  very  humb.  Servt 

DAN'L  EOBBRIHEAU.* 

P.  S.  A  moments  delay  may  be  our  ruin,  which  must  apologize 
for  my  hasty  scrawl,  which  I  have  not  time  to  copy  or  correct. 

Directed, 

The  Hon'ble  James  M'Lene,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Province  of  Pennsiivania,  at  Lancaster. 


DAvn>  FoRfiT  TO  Sbc'ry  Matjcack,  1778. 

Camp  Cross  Roads,  Feb.  24, 1778. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  have  sent  you,  according  to  Order,  a  Return  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Militia  now  under  the'  Command  of  Brigadier  Oenoral  Laoey, 
and  tiie  times  when  Entered,  and  by  whom  Commanded,  from  eaoh 
County  Sepenite ;  the  NorAampton  County  Militia  is  not  Come  vet 
io  Camp,  thein  is  two  <Hr  three  Companies  of  York  County  Men 
coming  on  this  way,  and  Expect  them  here  to  Say  or  to  morrow. 
I  remain  your  HumV  Serv*. 

DAVID  PORST. 
To  l^mothy  UaQadc,  Esq. 

,"  *  Bao'd  and  read  in  A«>,  Feh.  S4,  1778,  p.  »," 
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FfiBSZDBNT  ov  GoNaRBSS  TO  Prbsidekt  Whabton,  1778. 

York  Town,  24«  PeVy,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  bad  the  honor  of  writing  to  TooiHEizoellencj  the  21''.* 
Yeeteiday,  M'  Joieph  SimooB,  of  Lanoastery  addressed  Congns 
with  a  Letter— 'Wbieh  Your  Exoellenoy  will  find  inelosed— meaning 
as  he  has  explained;  to  obtain  permission  for  going  within  the  En- 
emy's Lines,  in  order  to  aooonnt  with  H'  Franks.  Congress  judged 
it  best  to  refer  this  application,  for  determination^  to  the  Supreme 
Gouncil  of  the  State ;  Henoe  Your  Exoellenoy  reoeiYes  the  preseDk 
trouble. 

I  am,  with  great  Regard 
&  Respeet,  Sir) 

Your  Excellency'a 

Blpst  Humble  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS. 
Prendent  of  Congress. 
Directed, 
On  Public  Serviee,  Henry  Laurens. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Supreme  ExecutiyeXlouncil  of  Pennsylvania,  &c.,  &c.,  Lancaster. 


Sboretabt  Matlack  to  Dblbgatbs  is  OoNaBBSfi,  1778. 

Lancaster,  Febfuaiy  25%  1778. 
Sir, 

This  morning  I  received  a  letter  from  I'ames  Younff,  Bsmiire, 
wagffon  master  General  of  this  state,  and  lafd  it  before  GounciL  I 
am^ireoted  bv  them  to  send  you  the  follovi^ng  extract  of  it,  which 
I  suppose  will  need  no  comment,  via* : 

See  his  letter  of  the  28«  instant-f 

Directed  J 

To  the  honble.,  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Congress,  and 
his  Exoellettcy,  Oeneral  Washington. 

«  See  page  284  f  See  page  289. 
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John  Thompson  to  Col.  Clement  Biddle,  1778« 

Books  Coooty;  F^.  26%  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  appointed  asais^nt  waggon  masters  in  each  Battallion  Dis- 
tnot,  aoGording  to  the  act  of  General  assembly,  which  is  five.  In 
our  County,  one  waggon  master  b  Imploy'd  in  removing  militia 
Store  from  Allen  town  to  Camp ;  two  other  wagson  masters  is  Im« 
ploy'd  in  removing  flour  from  the  Mills,  Implovd  hy  Colonel  Blaine 
to  grind  Wheat  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  near  the  enemy's  lines,  and 
Pork  from  Coryall  ferry  to  Camp.  The  other  two  waggon  masters 
are  so  Low  down  in  the  County  that  they  Dare  not  to  act  in  that 
I)^>artment ;  nor  hardly  any  malitia  man  Dare  to  stay  at  his  own 
bouse.  As  to  Sending  wacgons  to  Camp  at  this  time^  it  is  not  in 
mj  Power,  as  all  that  Can  he  raised  are  npt  spffident  to  remove  the 
floor  and  Pork  to  Camp  in  Due  time. 

I  am  yom^  ob^ 

Homble  Servant, 

JOHN  THOMPSON, 
W.  M.  for  B,  C»; 

To  Colonel  Clement  Biddle,  Esq"*,  these 

^  fiivour  of         I 
Hr.  Joseph  ^viai.  j 


BB80LUTX09  OF  CONaBBSB,  1778. 

In  Congress,  26*^  Feb^  1778. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  Congress  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  gen- 
end  Washington  to  geneial  Howe,  of  the  10<^  of  this  month,  that  he 
h«s  consented  to  the  proposition  of  General  Howe  te  the  following 
effect :  <'  That  an  exchange  of  all  prisoners  now  in  onr  possession, 
officer  for  officer,  soldier  for  soldier,  &  citizen  for  citiien,  so  far  as 
number  &  rank  will  itj^ly,  be  carried  into  ezeention  as  ezpeditionsly 
as  the. nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  &  withoat  regard  to  any  contrc- 
verted  point,  which  might  prove  an  impediment  to  so  desirable  an 
end  /' 

Ai^d  Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  ^e  19^  December 
laat,  a  release  of  prisoners  in  the  power  of  these  States  cannot  take 
place  before  the  account  of  all  provisions  &  other  neqeswies  which 
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have  been  supplied  by  the  public  to  such  prisoners  are  liquidated  & 
discharged ; 

And  Whereas  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  to  accomplish  the  desira- 
rable  purpose  of  exchanging  the  prisoners  without  unnecessar  j  delay } 

Resolved^  That  an  express  be  sent  to  the  several  legislatures,  or 
supreme  executive  authorities  of  the  several  States,  for  such  accounts 
of  money,  provisions,  ft  other  necessaries,  which  they  have  supplied 
to  prisoners  taken  by  /the  United  States  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  as  have  not  been  already  transmitted  to  Congress ;  that 
they  be  requested  to  make  up  the  said  accounts  to  the  first  day  of 
March  next,  ft  transmit  them  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the  commia- 
sioners  of  claims  at  the  board  of  treasury :  That  the  accounts  of  each 
State  from  New-Hampshire  to  Virginia  inclusively,  be  sent  to  the 
said  commissioners  on  or  before  the  16*^  day  of  April  next,  ft  of  the 
other  States  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next ;  ft  that  the 
respective  States  sustain  the  losses  which  may  arise  from  detaining 
such  accounts  longer  than  the  time  herein  allowed  them  for  render- 
ing the  same. 

Besolved,  That  all  ofiicers  in  the  depaictment  of  the  quarter-master, 
paymaster,  ft  doathier  general,  ft  commissaries  of  provkions  ft  pris- 
oners, the  commissioners  of  accounts,  ft  other  officers  who  may  have 
accounts  or  charges  of  money,  provisions,  or  other  necessaries  in 
their  respective  offibes,  for  supplies  furnished  the  said  prisoners,  be 
directed  to  aend  such  accounts  to  the  commissioners  of  claima  at  the 
boajd  of  treasury,  on  or  before  the  15^  day  of  April  next,  ft  that 
they  respectively  sustain  the  losses  that  may  arise  from  a  neglect 
hereof: 

That  the  commissioners  of  claims  be  directed  to  prepare  the  said 
*  accounts  for  adjustment  without  delay ;  ft  that  no  exchange  of  pris- 
oners be  made,  until  the  ballance  due  thereon  to  the  United  States 
is  discharged. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Rbsolutions  op  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congrees,  Feb'y  26**,  1778. 

*  Whereas  the  well-being  ft  safety  of  these  States  require  that 
a  powerful  army  be  early  brought  into  the  fidd  effiBOtuidly  to  oppose 
ft  defeat  the  public  enemies  thereof;  and  whereas  by  the  actual 
invasion  of  some  of  the  said  States,  and  the  local  mrcumstanees  of 
others,  it  would  be  inexpedient  and  unreasonable  to  draw  fortti  from 
all  of  them  their  full  proportion  of  the  continental   bataliions 


New  Hampshire, 

8 

Massaebcusetts  Bay, 

15 

Bhode  Island  &  Pro- 
Tidenoe  Plantations. 

1 

Connectiout, 

8 

New  York, 

5 

New  Jersey, 

4 
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icoording  to  the  eatablishment  heretofore  settled  and  apportioned  in 

Congress : 

Resolvedi 

That  the  several  States  hereafter  named  be  required  forthwith  to 
fill  np  by  drafts  from  their  militia^  or  in  any  other  way  that  shall 
be  effectual,  their  respective  batallions  of  continental  troops,  accord* 
ing  to  the  following  arrangement,  viz  : 

Pennsylvania,  10 

Delaware,  1 

Maryland,  including  the  1  g 

German  BatallionSj       j 

Virginia,  15 

N.  Oarolinai  9 

That  all  persons  drafted  shall  serve  in  the  continental  batallions 
of  their  respective  states  for  the  space  of  nine  months  from  the  time 
they  shall  respectively  appear  at  the  several  places  of  rendezvous 
hereafter  mentioned,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

Thai  it  be  reoomraended  to  the  several  States  to  appoint  officers 
to  supexiniend  the  making  and  forwarding  the  said  drafts,  and  to 
direct  such  soperintendants  to  procure  compleat  lists  of  the  men 
drafted,  with  a  description  of  their  persons,  their  age,  stature,  places 
of  their  abode,  k  the  regiment  and  company  from  which  they  shall 
have  been  drafted,  and  to  iorward  the  same  to  the  commissioners 
hereafter  mentioned,  who  shall  transmit  an  exact  copy  thereof  to 
the  commander  in  chief. 

And  to  the  end  the  commissioners  may  be  enabled  the  better  to 
execute  their  business,  and  the  men  drafted,  as  aforesaid,  may  be 
sent  to  the  said  places  of  rendezvous  with  the  greater  safety  and 
expedition, 
Besolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  require  their 
several  militia  officers,  by  whom  any  men  shall  have  bien  drafted, 
to  deliver  to  the  said  snperintendants  such  descriptive  lists  of  the 
men  by  them  respectively  drafted  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and 
further,  to  direct  the  said  snperintendants  to  make  similar  lists  of 
the  men  by  them,  from  time  to  time,  sent  to  the  said  places  of 
rendezvous,  and  take  receipts  for  such  men  upon  the  said  lists  from 
such  officers  as  they  shall  appoint  to  conduct  them  as  aforesaid,  and 
forward  copies  of  such  lists  and  receipts  to  the  said  commissioners. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  of  the  said  states  to  appoint  one 
or  more  commissioners,  to  reside  at  the  said  places  of  rendezvous, 
for  the  purpose  of  receivinff  the  drafts  of  their  respective  states,  and 
delivering  them  over  to  the  continental  officers,  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  oommander  in  chief,  there  to  receive  them ;  and 
further,  to  direct  their  respective  commissioners  to  give  receipts  for 
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Iiooh  drafted  men  as  shall  be  deliyered  to  iheuy  mad  make  out  muk 
descriptive  lists^  as  aforesaid,  of  the  men  by  them,  from  tin^e  to  time, 
delivered  over  to  such  continental  officers,  and  take  receipts  thereon 
from  them,  and  transmit  copies  of  such  lists  and  receipts  to  the 
commander  in  chief. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  make  provision 
for  their  drafted  men  npon  their  march  to  the  said  places  of  rendea- 
Yons;  and  that  the  states  be  allowed  for  subsistence  one  twentj- 
fonrth  part  of  a  dollar  p'  mile  for  each  man  actuallj  marching  to 
Ihe  said  places  of  rendezvous,  and  no  more. 
Jtesolved, 

That  all  the  drafts  from  the  New  England  States  shall  rendesvoni 
at  Fishkill,  on  Hudson's  river ;  those  of  New  York,  a4  Easton,  in 
the  state  of  Pensylvania }  those  of  New  Jersey,  Pensylvania,  Dela- 
ware &  Maryland,  at  camp ;  those  of  Virginia,  at  Alecandria  and 
Sheppard's  town,  in  the aame  State;  and  those  of  North  Carolina 
at  Pitsylvania  court  house  and  Petersburg,  in  Virginiay  onlesi 
otherwise  directed  by  the  commander  in  chief. 
Besolved, 

That  every  peiBim  drafted  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  supply  himself 
with  a  good  firdook  and  bayonet,  a  oartouoh  'box,  haversack,  or 
bhmket,  and  shall  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  service  pro- 
duce to  the  proper  pay-master  a  certificate  from  his  captain  or  other 
oommanding  officer  of  his  company  that  he  hath  been  constantly 
provided  therewith,  shall  receive  for  the  nae  of  his  firelock,  bayone^ 
and  cartonoh  box,  two  .dollars,  and  £»  the  use  of  his  blanket,  four 
dollars,  and  in  a  like  proportion  for  any  or  either  of  them }  mad  m 
pase  any  of  the  said  articles  shall  be  lost  or  rendered  useless  in  the 
service,  without  the  negligence  or  fault  of  the  proprietori  be  shall  bo 
paid  the  value  thereof. 
Besolved, 

That  all  persons,  in  whatever  way  procured,  for  supplying  the 
deficiencies  in  the  continental  batallions,  unless  inlisted  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  be  considered  as  drafls;  and  that  it  he 
recommended  to  the  several  states  to  exert  themselves  to  proeuie 
recruits  for  their  respective  continental  batallions  by  inlistments  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war,  &  that  the  drafts  from  the  respective 
atates  be  discharged  in  proportion  as  such  recruits  from  the  sud 
states  shall  join  the  army. 

And  whereas  experience  hath  proved  that  no  confidence  can  be 
placed  in  prisoners  of  war  or  deserters  from  the  enemy  who  inlist 
into  the  continental  army,  but  many  losses  and  great  mischief  have 
frequently  happened  by  them :  therefore, 
Resolved, 

That  no  prisoners  of  war  or  deserters  frpm  the  enemy  h%  inlisted| 
drafted|  or  returned  tojserve  in  the  continental  army. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec. 
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J.  B.  Smuh  to  PfiBSiDEOT  Wharton,  1778, 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  oopies  of  sundry  pnpenuui  directed  by 
your  ezoellenoy;  together  with  some  extracts  from  tne  minntes  of 
Congress.* 

It  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to  haye  despatched  these  papers 
sooner,  but,  though  no  time  w^  unnecessarily  lost  in  obtaining  the 
order  of  Congress,  or  in  applying  to  the  board  of  war,  yet  finding 
the  board  not  able  to  make  out  the  Qopies  immediately,  for  want  of 
Clerks,  we  were  some  time  before  we  could  find  a  person  to  do  it. 

There  are  other  proceedings  on  the  same  subject ;  but  from  the 
nature  of  them  presume  you  have  received  copies ;  particularly  some 
resolutions  of  Congress  of  14^  Feb^  Instant 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  veij  great  respect 

year  fizceljenc/s  and  .the 

Council's  very  humble  servant, 

JON-  B.  SMITH. 
York  Town,  Feb^  26«'»,  1778. 

DirecUdy 

Excellency  Tho- Wharton,  Esq. 


Instructions  to  Millbrs,  1778. 

No.  1. 

Reading,  January  11^  1778. 

Instructions  for  ,  Millar. 

Whereas,  in  obedience  to  the  oiders  and  instructions  we  have 
teoeived  from  the  hon'ble  the  board  of  war,  magazines  o/proviiions 
•T6  to  be  formed  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  we  being  well  assured 
of  your  attachment  to  our  righteous  cause,  do  appoint  you  to  pur- 
chase &  to  receive  into  your  null,  and  to  manufacture  for  the  use  of 
the  army  until  further  orders,  aU  the  wheat  you  can  possibly  collect ; 
for  w^  purpose  you  are  /itrioUy  to  observe  the  following  instruptions : 

First,  you  are  to  weigh  aU  the  wheat  you  receive,  and  to  rate 
fldzty  pounds  of  neat  wheat  e^al  to  a  bushel;  for  which  you  are  to 
pay  twelve  Miitlings. 

*  See  page  292. 
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2^.  From  all  those  wbo  may  refoBO  to  thresh  oat  their  grain, 
and  to  deliver  it  to  yon  at  the  lawful  rates,  you  are  empowered  to 
seixe  it  in  the  straw,  and  to  hire  proper  persons  to  thresh  it  for  the 
nse  aforesaid  (always  leaving  a  proper  allowanoe  for  the  oonsnmptioa 
of  the  familyj  w^  ezpenoe  and  hailing  you  are  first  to  deduct  from 
the  amount  of  the  grain^  and  then  to  pay  the  owner  the  balance. 

S*^.  You  are  to  keep  a  book  ruled  in  columns^  in  which  yon 
must  enter  according  to  the  dates,  the  persons  names  from  whom 
Tou  receive  the  wheat,  and  the  number  of  bushels;  and  in  a  receipt 
book  you  are  to  take  receipts  for  all  the  money  you  pay,  w^  most 
correspond  with  your  book  of  entries,  w^  books  you  are  to  produce 
to  one  of  us  as  superintendant  of  the  district  in  which  yon  reaidei 
when  required  so  to  do^  by  all  or  either  of  usr. 

i^^.  You  are  to  grind  the  wheat  you  receive  as  usual,  boult  the 
meal  rich,  and  produce  about  26  gross  hundreds  of  good  merchantable 
flour  from  every  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  which  you  are  to  pack  ia 
barrels,  and  are  to  nail  and  secure  from  waste ;  the  surplus  you  are 
to  pack  in  barrels  also  for  horse-foodi  and  you  are  to  nail  and  secure 
from  waste  by  fixing  a  lining  hoop  in  the  head  of  every  barrel 
packed  with  flour  and  horse-feed  3  for  which  you  are  to  be  allowed 
four  pence  per  barrel. 

&^^.  Yon  are  to  weigh  and  tare  all  the  barrels  before  they  ars 
packed. 

6<^^.  You  are  to  weigh  all  the  flour  and  horse  feed  when  packed, 
to  mark  with  a  markins-iron  on  the  head  of  each  barrel  the  gross 
weight  of  flour  and  of  horse  feed,  and  to  keep  separate  and  regukr 
invoices  in  a  book  for  that  purpose ;  and  you  are  to  brand  the  barrels 
with  your  usual  brand,  and  number  them  regularly  from  N*  1  up- 
wards. 

7^^.  You  are  to  take  receipts  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  for  all  the  flour  and  horse  feed  you  deliver  out,  but  you  are 
not  to  deliver  out  any  flour  or  horse  feed  but  on  special  oilers  in 
writing  from  the  board  of  war,  the  commander  in  chief,  or  one  or 
more  of  us.  And  whereas  it  may  happen  that  you  may  issue  horse 
feed  on  our  orders  to  curters  and  waggoners  employed  by  us,  jos 
must  from  time  to  time  measure  and  strike  three  bushels  of  horse 
feed,  weigh  each  bushel  separate  and  average  the  neat  weight  per 
bushel,  which  average  weight  shall  be  the  rule  for  you  to  settle  by 
and  account  for  the  whole  quantity  received. 

S^.  For  reeeiving,  paying,  storing  in  your  mill,  grinding, 
boulting^  packing,  weighing,  keeping  the  aooounts  and  ioveiora,  and 
delivering,  you  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  three  pounds  ten  shillings 
for  every  one  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  ground  and  issued. 

9**'^.    On  every  monday  you  are  to  make  a  regular  return  to 
;  superintendant  of  your  district,  of  the  quantity  of  wheat 
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reoeiTed  at  your  mill,  the  quantity  yon  baYe  gronnd  and  packed;  and 
the  qnantity  you  have  issned. 

10^7.  For  the  better  carrying  this  bnsiness  into  effect;  you  are 
to  enlist  00  soon  as  possible  into  the  continental  service  two  millerS; 
three  cooperS;  and  two  men  to  get  coopers  stuff  and  hoop-poles  to  be 
employed  at  your  mill.  They  must  be  enlisted  for  one  year,  if  not 
sooner  disoharged;  and  shall;  as  the  continental  establishment  re- 
quires; be  exempted  fVom  all  militia  duties  and  fines.  You  are  to 
contract  to  pay  the  cooper  and  men  engaged  to  provide  the  coopers 
stuff  at  the  following  rateS;  viz  :  For  good  flour  barrel  staves  per  m.; 
allowing  1100  to  the  lOOO,  for  eutting  hoop  poles  and  binding  them 
twenty  five  in  each  bundle. 

If  you  eannot  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  of  seasoned  stuff  for 
making  barrels;  all  that  which  shall  be  cut  firom  green  timber  must 
be  properly  kiln  dried  before  it  is  used. 

You  are  to  hire  teams  to  hall  the  staves  and  poles  to  your  mill;  for 
doing  whi(A  and  superintending  the  workmen;  you  shall  4)e  paid 
The  coopers  stuff  and  poles  being  delivered  at  your  mill; 
you  are  to  eoatract  to  pay  the  coopers  for  riving,  piling;  dressing 
and  making  the  barrels  compleat  for  USS;  eighteen  pence  per  banrol. 
For  boar£ng,  washitag  and  dieting  for  the  coopers  and  men  employed 
to  procure  stuff;  you  are  to  be  allowed  two  dollars  per  week  for  each 
man.  You  are  to  pay  and  board  the  millers  and  all  necessary  hands 
for  compleatmg  the  business  mentioned  in  the  eighth  article  at  your 
own  ezpeHce.' 

11^^.  Having  provided  yourself  with  a  double  set  of  hands,  yon 
are  to  keep  your  null  grinding  constantly  day  and  night;  and  to  use 
your  utmost  industry  to  procure  wheat  until  further  orders.  You 
ahall  from  time  to  time  be  supply^d  with  money  by  drawing  orders 
on  or  Applying  in  person  to  the  soperintendant  of  your  district. 

12^^*  ;  superintendaat  of  your  district;  will  visit  your 

mill  pnce  a  week  in  person;  or  by  his  assistant;  and  give  directions 
for  transporting  the  flour  and  horse  feed  to  the  manuuneS;  and  for 
buUding  sheds  and  other  convenienoies  for  storing  them;  if  judged 
neoeaeary. 

13^3^-  All  necessary  guards  for  the  security  and  protection  of 
the  magaxines  will  be  apiSied  for  and  set  by  us. 

14tiir-  It  is  earnestly  reoommended  to  you  to  keep  up  the  strictest 
harmony  with  your  brother  commissaries,  and  to  avoid  all  occasion 
of  interfering  with  them  in  their  proper  line  of  purchase. 
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No.  2. 

In  Congress;  15  Jani",  1778. 

The  Committee  appointed  in  addition  to  the  board  of  war  to  take 
into  oonsideration  the  neeesuty  &  propriety  of  la/g  up  magaaines  of 
Provisions  for  the  army,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ft  de- 
bated, &  sundry  amendments  made^  after  which  it  was  moved  in  lieo 
of  the  whole, 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  write  immediately  to  the 
Pres*  of  the  executive  Council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
subject  of  purchasing  flour  for  the  army  &  laying  up  magaaines,  & 
if  it  should  appear  that  the  said  state  h«ve  taken  eflbetnal  measures 
for  procuring  the  same  that  the  board  of  war  direct  the  transporta- 
tion thereof  to  the  magazines  or  army,  &o-— but  if  such  measures 
have  not  been  taken  for  that  purpose  as  the  board  of  war  may  think 
will  be  certain  &  effectual,  then  the  board  of  war  to  appoint  suitable 
persons  to  execute  that  business.    And  it  passed  in  tiie  negative. 

On  consideration  of  the  report, 

Resolved,  That  one  or  more  proper  persons  be  immediately  em- 
ployed by  the  board  of  war  on  the  best  terms  in  their  power  to  pur- 
chase 80,000  bb>"  of  flour,  or  wheat  equivalent;  &  have  it  ground 
into  flour,  &  to  deposit  it  as  follows :— >* 

That  the  commissioners  employed  to  execute  this  buriness  have 
full  power  &  authority  to  impldy  all  mills,  millers,  coopecs  neces- 
sary, on  the  best  terms  they  can,  to  compleat  the  said  quantity  id 
flour  with  all  possible  expedition. 

That  the  Commissioners  be  impowered  to  hire  or  impress  waggons 
sufficient  to  make  the  necessary  transportation  of  the  flour  to  the 
places  where  it  is  to  be  deposited,  &  to  pay  the  hire  of  the  eC  wag- 
gons at  the  same  rate  paid  by  the  Q'  M'  Oen^ 

That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  to  limit  the  prices  to  be 
given  for  the  said  wheat  &  flour,  and  to  give  such  orders  &  directions 
to  the  commissioners  as  they  shall  think  proper  o^  necessary  from 
time  to  time :  Provided,  that  no  limitation  to  be  made  by  the  board 
of  war  with  respect  to  price  shall  contravene  any  acts  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  or  any  of  the  regulations  which  may  be  made 
hereafter  bv  the  convention  of  committees  which  is  to  meet  ftt  New- 
haven  on  this  15  day  of  Jan^^. 

That  these  magazines  being  established  without  the  interfi»renoe 
of  the  Commissary  Gen'l,  &c. 

That  Gen'j  Washington  be  directed  to  support  the  commissioners, 
&c. 

That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  to  direct  s'  'commissioners 
io  purchase  any  fat  cattle  &  salted  meat  they  meet  with  in  their 

*  See  page  177, 
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toon  thro'  y  Oonntry,  on  the  heat  terms  in  their  power^  &  deliver 
the  same  to  the  Commifls'  G-.  &o. 

That  the  board  of  war  enquire  of  his  Excell^  Thomas  Wharton, 
Esq.,  &c.,  what  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  legislature  of  that 
state  for  laying  up  magazines  for  the  army,  and  if  it  should  appear 
to  the  board  after  such  inquiry  that  measures  for  that  purpose  hare 
been  taken  adequate  to  the  present  critical  situation  of  the  army, 
with  respect  to  supplies,  they  be  authorised  &  directed  to  suspend 
the  execution  of  the  whole  or  such  parts  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
as  they  shall  deem  most  condnoiye  to  the  general  weal. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 


No.  8. 

War  OflBce,  81«*  January,  1778. 

Instruotions  for  general  James  Ewing,  capt.  John  Byers,  Rob* 
Lettis  Hooper,  Jon*  Mifflin,  Rich'd  Baone,  John  Pfttton,  James 
Bead,  Nath*  Falooner,  and  Henry  HoUingsworth,  esq".  Superintend- 
ants  appointed  to  purchase  flour,  wheat,  and  other  articles  for  the 
better  supply  of  the  army. 

Whereas,  Congress  by  a  resolre  of  the  15  of  tUs  instant,  januaiy, 
authorised  the  board  of  war  **  immediately  to  employ  one  or  more 
persons  to  purchase  on  the  best  terms  in  their  power  Uiirty  thousand 
barrels  of  flour,  or  wheat  equiralent,  and  have  it  ground  into  flour, 
and  to  deposit  12,000  barrels,  part  thereof,  at  or  near  Lancaster, 
8000  barrels  at  or  near  Reading,  6000  barrels  at  or  near  Bethle- 
hem, 2000  barrels  at  or  near  Downingtown,  and  2000  bb^  at  or  near 
Pottsgrove." 

And  whereas,  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsyly*  had  pre- 
viously nominat(9d  certain  persons  in  several  counties  of  that  State 
to  purchase  and  collect  magaiines  of  provisions  tot  the  use  of  the 
army, 

You  are  therefore,  in  the  execution  of  your  duty  as  Superintend- 
ants  to  comply  with,  and  observe  the  foUowing  directions : 

1**  Tt>u  are  to  purchase  on  the  best  terms  and  as  expeditiously 
as  possible  the  said  quantity  of  80,000  barrels  of  flour,  or  wheat 
equivalent  to  produce  it,  and  deposit  the  same  agreeable  to  the  di- 
rections in  the  resolve  of  Congress  above  recited. 

Yon  are  empowered  to  instruct  and  direct  the  commissioners  ap- 

Kinted  by  the  State  of  Penn*,  in  their  purchases  of  wheat,  flour, 
!.,  and  your  orders  properly  communicated  they  are  desired  to 
obey. 

You  are  authorized  to  purchase  any  pork,  fat  oattle,  or  Saltod 
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meat  vithin  jour  Feapective  districts,  and  deliver  the  same  to  tlie 
commissary  general  of  issues  or  his  deputies,  taking  receipts  for  the 
Quantity  delivered. 

You  will  determine  what  mills  and  other  buildings  within  your 
districts  may  be  most  proper  for  magasines  and  may  hire  or  impress 
the  same. 

You  will  employ  persons  to  make  or  to  purchase  flour  casks. 

If  any  commissioner  or  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  legialaturo 
of  Pennsylvania,  refuse  or  neglect,  to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in 
him  or  them,  you  may  appoint  proper  persons  to  do  thia  busineos  so 
neglected  or  refused. 

If  the  business  intrusted  to  yon  and  the  commissioners  shall  ap- 
pear to  you  to  req\iire  more  assistance  than  is  provided  by  the  act  of 
assembly  of  Penna.,  and  the  resolutions  of  this  board,  in  snch  cases, 
you  are  empowered  to  employ  such  additional  assistants,  and  to  make 
snch  temporary  regulations  for  the  effectual  execution  of  the  business 
as  to  you  may  appear  necessary,  taking  care  to  report  to  this  board, 
the  appointments  and  regulations  so  made,  and  the  reasons  therefor. 

You  will  hire,  or  if  nceessary  impress  teams  for  oonveying  the 
flour,  &c.,  to  the  several  magazines. 

You  will  be  supply'd  wiUi  oaah  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  sevtral 
magaaines,  in  the  expenditure  of  w^  yon  are  to  audit  and  pay  the 
BCQO^  of  the  commissioners,  and  report  onee  in  each  week  to  this 
board  the  progress  made  in  forming  th«  magazines. 

You  will  receive  2}  percent  for  your  pi:ivateexpenoes  and  trouble 
pn  the  oadi  paid  by  you  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  tho  commis- 
sioners 2}  per  cent  for  their  disbursements. 

The  q'  m'  Geo'  and  his  deputies,  and  all  officers  oommanding  de- 
tachments in  the  vicinage  of  the  magaainas  are  required  to  give  such 
assistance,  and  such  guards  for  their  establishment  and  seooritj  as 
you  may  think  necessary,  and  require. 

In  making  th^  purchases  of  the  foregoing  articles  jou  wiU  oonfine 
yourselves  to  the  prices  fixed  by  the  assemblies  of  ^ew  Jersey,  and 
Pennsylvanhi;  and  from  such  •$  refuse  to  sell,  you  are  authoiued  to 
seise. 

You  are  authorised  to  form  a  magazine  of  10,000  bbs,  besides 
those  before-mentioned,  convenient  for  the  places  out  of  Penn*  and 
appoint  persons  to  execute  your  orders. 

You  will  appoint  such  clerks,  or  store  keepers  as  may  be  absolutely 
neoessary  for  traioaacting  the  business  at  the  magazines,  giving  them 
proper  salaries,  and  taking  oare  to  report  your  proceedings  thejceon 
to  this  board. 

You  will  lay  up  a  magazine  of  6000  barrels  at  York  town,  and 
4000  at  Oarliele,  and  you  wiU  keep  up  a  correspondence  with  one 
imotfaer,  that  there  may  be  a  uniformity  of  prices  and  conduct 

You  will  immediately  establish  offices  in  your  respective  districts 
of  w^  you  will  give  notice  to  the  board,  &  when  you  are  readfy  to 
receive  ihe  money,  which  is  ready  to  be  sent  you. 
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Saperintendants  appointed  for  the  east  side  of  Stasquehanna. 
Rob*  Lettis  Hooper.  ")  For  Sass6x  in  New  Jersey,  North- 

Jonathan  Mifflin.  >     ampton  County^  Berks^  Backs  and 

Nath^  Falconer.  J      Philadelphia. 

f^'^^L^^^^'  1  ^<^  !*»««*•''  Ch«*«,  the  Northern 

^   V^k        «  I     partsoftheWeetemrfioreofMary- 

TTf,?SlJZ?;i.  f     land,  the  Eaetern  shore  of  the  .We 

?SSS"*^  J     8t«e,&  the  DeUw«.  State. 

For  the  West  side  of  Sosquehanxia. 
General  Ewing. 
Gaptaia  John  Byers. 


No.  4. 


We,  the  saperintendants  appointed  for  the  oonnties  of  Philad* 
Bucks,  Berks,  and  Northampton,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Soasez  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  by  the  hon'ble  the  board  of 
war,  to  form  magasines  of  provision  for  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  having  met  at  Reading  to  consult  and  determine  on  the  best 
and  most  expeditious  ways  &  means  for  carrying  our  orders  into 
execution,  and  that  the  important  trust  reposed  in  us  may  be  regu- 
larly and  faithfully  performed,  have  therefore  determined. 

That  Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  Junr.,  shall  superintend  and  direct 
all  the  business  in  the  counties  of  Northampton  &  Sussex,  and  shall 
pay  and  settle  with  all  the  millers  &  persons  employed  by  us,  or 
either  of  us  in  that  district. 

That  Jonathan  Mifflin  and  Nathaniel  Falconer  shall  superintend 
and  direct  all  the  business  in  the  opunties  of  Philad%  Bucks  and 
Berks,  and  shall  pay  and  settle  with  all  the  millers  and  persons 
employed  by  us,  or  either  of  us  in  the  md  district. 

That  as  many  mills  and  persons  shall  be  employed  in  each  district 
ad  the  superintendant  of  the  district  shall  think  necessary  and 
proper. 

That  instructions  for  the  millers  shall  be  formed  k  subscribed  by 
ug,  which  they  shall  be  directed  punctually  to  observe  and  follow, 
and  these  instructions  shall  not  be  altered  in  any  part  without  call- 
ing a  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  and  then  two  of  us  agreeing, 
shall  determine  on  the  propriety  of  making  the  proposed  alterations. 
That  advertisements  shall  be  written  in  the  English  and  German 
languages,  informmg  the  inhabitants  of  our  appointment  and  of 
the  relations  we  have  made,  the  prices  fixed  upon,  and  the  names 
of  the  millers  employed  in  each  county. 

That  we  will  employ  in  our  districts  as  many  persons  to  purchase 
beef,  pork,  and  salted  meat,  as  we  think  are  necessary,  but  to  pre- 
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vent  delays  in  proBecuting  the  buunew,  the  puicbaaen  of  gnua 
shall  not  parchase  meat  of  any  kind. 

That  for  the  conveniency  of  our  meeting  together  for  the  parpose 
of  writing  to  the  president  of  the  board  of  war,  and  the  commandw 
in  ohief,  comparing  the  weekly  returns  made  by  the  purchasers  of 
grain  and  meat,  and  the  quantity  issued,  and  for  knowing  from  time 
to  time  the  true  state  of  our  magasines;  we  will  have  a  convenient 
house  in  Allen  town,  and  appoint  a  competent  clerk  to  reside  there 
and  keep  an  office,  in  w^  proper  books  shall  be  kept,  and  entries 
made  of  all  the  returns  made  of  the  quantities  of  provisioiis  pur- 
chased and  issued. 

That  our  first  meeting  shall  be  on  Thursday  the  26  instant^  as 
Allen  town,  where  we  wiU  make  such  other  regulations  and  appoiiit- 
ments  as  we  think  are  necessary  to  further  the  business  for  which 
we  are  appointed,  to  unite  the  good  people  in  our  district,  and 
(avoiding  all  oppressive  measures)  to  lead  them  spiritedly  and  zeal- 
ously to  contribute  their  whole  strength  in  support  of  our  righteous 
cause* 


No.  6. 

Beading,  February  11, 1778. 
Sir, 

On  the  6  instant  we  received  your  letter,  inclosing  our  appomt- 
ment  and  directions  from  the  hon'ble  board  of  war.  We  have  met 
here  to  forward  the  business  for  which  we  are  appointed,  and  have 
formed  instructions  for  the  millers  in  our  district,  a  copy  of  which 
we  have  sent  to  the  board,  and  request,  if  it  does  not  meet  with 
their  entire  approbation,  they  will  be  pleased  to  direct  what  altera- 
tions shall  be  made. 

We  have  already  four  capital  mills  employed  in  the  counUes  of 
Northampton  and  Sussex,  and  hope,  in  a  few  days,  to  put  every 
capital  mill  in  our  district  in  motion.  Oen'l  Mifflin  informed  us 
that  the  commissary  of  forage  at  head  qu'rs  has  wrote  to  him  for 
assistance  in  procuring  forage  for  the  army,  and  having  requested 
us  to  give  Col.  Biddle  all  the  aid  in  our  power,  we  therefore  beg 
leave  to  represent  to  the  board  that,  being  directed  to  regulate  our 
purchases  by  the  prices  fixed  by  the  act  of  asssembly,  mule  in  this 
state,  we  find  it  impossible,  without  force,  to  procure  an^rye,  spelts, 
or  oats,  for  horse  feed,  as  the  prices  the  assembly  has  directed  to  be 
given  are  much  lower  than  what  are  dven  by  the  people  in  the 
country  that  have  occasion  to  buy  for  their  own  use ;  but  knowing 
how  essential  it  may  be  to  the  public  service  to  collect  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible  a  considerable  quantity  of  horse  feed  for  the 
immediate  supply  of  the  army  horses,  we  have  taken  the  Hberfy  to 
request  the  quarter  master  general  to  direct  his  deputies  to  fix  such 
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prioei  aa  we  think  are  eqniyalenti  in  w^  he  has  been  pleased  to 
aoqnieece,  and  shall  forward  to  those  persons  we  have  employed, 
instnietionB  to  draw  on  us  for  the  amo^  of  the  grain  they  purchase 
foft  forage— the  rates  we  propose  are  for  rye,  twelve  shill.  ^  bushel, 
spelts  and  oats  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  ^  bushel,  and  Indian 
com  nine  shillings  ^  bushel. 

We  shall  take  the  greatest  precaution  in  forming  the  magazines, 
by  fixing  on  such  places  as  will  be  most  safe  &  convenient.  We  can 
not  yet  determine  where  Capt.  Falooner  will  fix  his  office,  as  it  is 
necessary  for  him  first  to  consult  some  of  our  best  friends  in  the 
upper  parts  of  Bucks  oounty.  Jon'n  Mifflin  will  fix  his  office  at 
sSniding,  and  Robert  L.  Hooper  at  Easton  and  Allen  town.  There 
Is  at  Easton  a  quantity  of  salt  belonging  to  the  states,  lately  brought 
to  Easton  from  New  Windsor,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  salt  all  the 
meat  we  can  purchase.  It  is  with  great  concern  that  we  inform  the 
hon'ble  board  that  the  purchasing  of  beef  and  pork  has  been  too 
long  delayed,  and  that  the  season  is  now  too  iar  advanced  for  us  to 
procure  a  considerable  quantity  of  meat  of  any  kind,  but  our  utmost 
diligence  shall  be  used,  and  we  hope  suddenly  to  furnish  great  sup- 
plies  of  flour  and  horse  feed. 

We  shall  tiiis  day  dispatch  Mr.  Rich'  Chickley  to  the  board  for 
money,  and  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  pay  him,  for  the  use  of 
our  district,  one  hundred  thousand  pounds.  We  shall  not  have  it  in 
our  power  to  transmit  to  the  board  a  weekly  account  of  the  quantity 
of  grain  and  meat  we  may  take  in,  but  the  love  of  our  country  and 
the  desire  we  have  to  promote  the  public  good,  will  urge  us,  as  often 
as  possible,  to  inform  you  how  fiur  we  have  proceeded  in  executing 
the  trust  committed  to  us. 

we  are  with  great  respect  sir, 
^^  your  mo.  humble  servants^. 

ROBERT  LETTIS  HOOPER,  Junr. 

NATHANIEL  FALCONER. 

JONATHAN  MIFFLINy  Junr. 
Direcfed, 

•  To  the  hon'ble  Major  Gen'l  Gates,  president  of  the  hon'ble  the 
board  of  war,  York  town. 


No.  6. 

Reading,  Feb.  12th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Aa  you  are  appointed  by  the  superintendants  for  forming  maga- 
siDes  of  Provisions  for  the  army,  to  purchase  wheat  ft  manufacture 
It  into  flour,  I  am  directed  by  Major  G'l  Mifflin,  Q.  M.  G^  to 
request  yon  will  also  purohase  all  the  Rye^  Spelts,  Indian  com  ft 
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oats  you  can,  at  tlie  foUowiog  rates,  via :   Bye  @  12§.  ^  bqaM, 
spelts  &  oats  (^  7s.  6d.  ^  bushel^  &  Indian  corn  @  0«.  $  bushel 

You  must  grind  all  the  Bye,  Indian  corn,  &  spelts,  yon  purohassi 
into  Horse  feed,  which,  when  ground,  you  must  pack  into  flour 
barrels,  &  secure  in  the  way  you  are  du^oted  by  the  superintend 
dants  in  the  4th  article  of  their  Instructions. 

You  shall  be  paid  four  Pounds  "$  hundred  bushels,  for  giuiding, 
packing,  &  deliYering  out,  &  two  pence  ^  bushel  on  all  the  oats  you 
purchase,  with  a  reasonable  allowance  for  storage  &  ezpenees. 

Oapt  N.  Falconer,  superiotendant  of  the  district  in  which  you 

reside,  will  furnish  you  with  money  when  &  as  often  as  it  wiU  be 

necessary ;  and  on  every  Monday  you  must  make  a  return  to  him 

of  all  the  grain  you  have  purchased|  &  of  the  quantity  yoa  hafc 

.  issued  on  orders. 

In  issuing  you  must  be  directed  by  the  7th  article  of  your  In- 
structions from  the  supertntendants. 

From  those  persons  who  refuse  to  thresh  out  their  grain,  &  to 
deliver  to  you  so  much  of  it  as  they  can  reasonably  spare,  you  aie 
to  seize  it  in  the  straw,  &  to  be  directed  by  the  fint  article  of  your 
Instructions  from  the  superintendants. 

You  must  collect  all  the  grain  you  can,  &  you  must  not  delay 
any  time  in  doing  it. 

I  am  sir, 
your  h.  s., 

ROB'T  LEtTIS  HOOPER, 
Dep'y  Q'r  M.  Gen'l. 


No.  T. 

Beading,  February  14th,  1778. 
Sir, 

We  wrote  to  you  by  express  the  11th  instant,  but  omitted  to  in- 
close you  a  copy  of  our  rules  and  regulations  with  the  orders  from 
the  quarter  master  general,  for  fixing  the  prices  of  rye,  &c.,  proper 
for  horse  feed,  which  papers  you  wUl  now  receive  inclosed. 

We  flatter  ourselves  with  the  prospect  of  success  in  this  great 
charge  committed  to  our  care  by  the  honble  board,  especially  in  pro- 
viding the  artacles  of  flour  and  horse  feed,  but  as  the  success  of  our 
endeavours  will  depend  upon  a  competent  and  seasonable  supply  rf 
cash,  we  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  one  hun<h«d  thoussnd 
pounds,  to  be  sent  to  us  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  honble  board  will  see  the  extent  of  our  plan ;  and  we  haive 
now  the  satisfaction  to  assure  them  seven  capital  miUs  are  actnally 
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eniployed^  and  in  motion,  and  that  we  have  already  protided  forage 
anfflcient  to  load  eighty  teams  for  head  quarters,  as  soon  as  they  are 
collected  by  the  wacgon  master  general  of  this  state,  which  the 
council  has  directed  mm  to  do. 
We  are  with  respect,  Sir, 

Your  mo.  humble  servants, 

BOBT.  LBTTI8  HOOPEB,  Jun'. 
NATHL.  FALOONBB, 

JON.  MIFFLIN,  Jun'. 
I>irectedf 

•  To  The  honble  major  gen.  Gates,  pres*  of  the  honble,  the  board  of 
war,  York  Town. 


No.  8. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Washington  to  B.  L.  Hooper,  N.  Falconer  & 
G.  Mifflin,  also  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Due^  to  Mr.  Lee*  were 
read,  &  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  same  ,be  sent  by  express  to  the  £xe- 
cutiye  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  &  that  it  be  most  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  them  to  exert  the  whole  power  of  the  State  in  providing 
&  forwarding  to  the  army,  by  every  means  possible,  supplies  of  pro- 
visions, (especially  of  the  meat  kind)  &  forage,  with  the  utmost  des- 
patch. 

Beeohred,  That  the  board  of  war  imme<liately  employ  a  suitable 
number  of  proper  persons,  on  the  East  side  of  Susquehannah  Biver, 
to  purchase  meat  &  forage  for  the  army,  &  to  forward  the  same  to 
the  camp  with  all  possible  expedition,  having  respect  t(^  the  prices 
fixed  by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Extract  from  the  minutes  of)  -p^^  21  1778 
Congress.  )        *      ' 


No.  9. 

In  Congress,  Feb.  26, 1778. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  signed 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  President,  dated  in  Council,  Iiancaster,  Feb. 
23,  1778,  Bequesting  to  be  furnished  with  the  following  papers. 

1.  The  Instructions  of  the  board  of  war  to  their  superintendents 
of  Provisions. 

*  See  page  270. 
Vol.  \h—U 
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2.  The  plan  laid  down  by  the  Saperintendents  &G.,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Provisions. 
8.  The  Instructions  for  the  millers,  dated  the  11  Jan'j  last 

4.  A  letter  from  the  Superintendants  to  the  board  of  war,  dated 
11th  Feb.,  Inst. 

5.  A  letter  dated  12th  Feb.,  Instant,  signed  R.  L.  Hooper,  D.  Q. 
M.  G-.,  to  the  purchasers  nnder  the  superintendants. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war. furnish  the  delegates  of  Pennsjl- 
vania  with  copies  of  the  above  papers  or  such  of  them  as  are  in  the 
office  of  the  board  of  War  &  ordinance. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  See'j. 
(Copy.) 
N.  6.    No.  5.      Is  a  letter  from  the  Superintendants  not  called 
for,  but  found  on  the  files  of  the  board  of  war. 
The  paper  No.  5,  called  for  by  Council,  is  marked  No.  6. 
No.  7.     Extracts  from  Minutes  of  Congress,  Feb.  21, 1778. 

8.  ditto.  .  .  .         Jan'y  15,  1778. 

9.  Ordei:  of  Coogress  for  copies,         Feb.  25,  1778. 


J.  B.  Smith  to  Pebsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  Feb.  28, 1778. 
Sir, 

On  othei  aide  you  have  Copy  of  a  letter  yesterday  Evening  read 
in  Congress.  It  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  whose  report  you  shall 
be  made  acquainted  with.  As  I  was  that  day  confined  to  my  bed, 
cannot  say  what  strictures  were  made  on  the  subject  by  Congress. 

The  packet  of  copies  was  returned  to  me  from  the  ferry  as  the 
river  was  impassable.  I  this  moment  had  the  honor  of  forwarding 
it  by  Qen>  Wilkinson. 

I  am.  Sir, 

with  very  great  respect. 

Your  Excellencys  &  Councils 

very  humble  Servant, 

JON'A  B.  SMITH. 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Service— .J.  B.  Smith. 
To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Penusyltania, 
Lancaster. 
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War  Office,  FeVy  26, 1778. 
Sir, 

We  are  led  to  address  yon  at  tLis  time  from  the  appearance  of 
new  difficulties,  with  regard  to  the  purchasing  of  provisions  for  the 
army.  We  have  to  regret  that  much  confusion  &  eoutradietion  has 
attended  the  management  of  this  affair  from  the  bednning.  But 
above  all  we  lament  that  any  jealousies  should  arise  between  those 
who  are  aiming  to  accomplish  the  same  point.  God  knows  we  have 
only  one  view,  to  see  that  provisions  are  procured  in  such  quanti* 
ties  as  shall  certainly  answer  the  present  &  future  demands  of  the 
army.  Who  are  the  procurers  is  to  us  a  matter  of  perfect  indiffer- 
ence. We  wish  not  to  interfere  in  the  business;  on  the  contrary, 
we  would  gladly  be  rid  of  it,  tho'  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Con-> 
gress,  we  most  readily  took  upon  us  the  direction  of  it.  Accord- 
ingly, this  board  appointed  two  gentlemen  on  this  side  the  Susque- 
hanna, whose  present  orders  are  to  form  a  magazine  of  6000  bbls. 
of  Flour  at  York  Town,  &  4000  at  Carlisle,  And  to  prevent  any 
clashing  or  confusion,  we  have  sent  instructions  to  tho  Commission- 
ers appointed  by  the  law  of  this  State,  on  the  west  side  of  Susque- 
hanuah,  to  purchase  only  meat  &  forage.  But  before  the  receipt  of 
those  orders,  those  Commis"  we  find  had  purchased  considerable 
quantities  of  Wheat,  to  be  manufactured  into  flour,  ft  it  seems  they 
have  been  directed  to  proceed  in  the  same  way.  The  gentlemen 
appointed  by  us  finding  this  to  be  the  case,  &  having  at  first  accepted 
the  office  jpurely  to  do  a  Service  to  the  public,  are  now  desirous  of 
relinquishing  the  business,  fearing,  from  the  appearance  of  things, 
that  they  shall  meet  with  such  opposition  &  obstructions  as  will  im- 
pede &  render  them  very  uneasy  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  board  would  be  happy  if  Congress 
xnieht  obtain  from  the  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  as  fair  & 
full  information  of  the  steps  they  have  taken,  the  Instructions  given 
their  Commissioners,  the  progress  they  have  made  in  collecting  pro- 
visions, &  to  what  amount  Congress  may  positively  rely  on  their 
procuring  the  different  species  of  provisions  wanted  for  the  army. 
From  such  a  state  of  things  Congress  will  be  enabled  to  judge  whe- 
ther their  supplies  will  be  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  army,  or 
ability  of  the  State  to  furnish  them,  and  whether  it  will  be  at  all 
necessary  for  this  board  to  interfere  in  the  matter.  At  present  the 
business  is  in  suspence,  of  w'^  the  board  thought  it  their  duty  to 
Inform  Congress.  The  Gentlemen  employed  by  the  board  have 
made  some  purchases  &  contracts,  &  could  complete  the  magazines 
they  were  ordered  to  form,  but  for  the  reasons  above  mentioned  are 
unwilling  to  proceed  any  further,  untill  every  appearance  of  compe- 
tition or  jealousy  shall  be  removed. 
I  am,  &o. 

H.  G.  Pres*. 

To  his  Excy  H.  L.,  Esq.,  Trosid',  &c. 
(Copy.) 


514 


PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIYES  1778. 


2.  Tbe  plan  laid  down  by  tlie  Saperintendents  &a,^  for  the  pur- 
chase of  ProvisioDs. 

S.  Tho  InslructioDB  for  tbe  millers,  dated  the  11  Jan'y  last 

4.  A  letter  from  tho  Superiotend^ints  to  the  board  of  war,  diit 
11th  Feb.,  Inst. 

5.  A  letter  dated  ISth  Feb.^  Instantj  fiigned  R.  L.  Uooperj  D*  ij 
M.  G.f  to  tbe  purcbasera  uuder  the  superintendants. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  board  of  war  furnish  the  delegates  of  PennfJ 
vjiTiia  with  copies  of  the  above  papers  or  such  of  them  as  are  in  ' 
office  of  the  board  of  AV^ar  k  ordiiuinco* 

Extract  from  the  minutea. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Se&'j 
(CopjO 
N,  Bt     No.  5.      Is  a  letter  from  the  SupenDtendanta  not  4 
for,  but  fouod  on  the  filejj  of  the  board  of  war. 

Tbe  paper  No.  5,  CLilled  for  by  Couneil,  ia  marked  No,  6, 
No.   7.     Extracts  from  3linutc3  of  CoDgrcsSj  Feb.  21, 1778 
8.       ditto.  .  .  .  J  an*  J  15^  17? 

9-     Order  of  Cungress  for  copies,  Feb.  25,  177' 


J.  B.  Smitji  to  President  Whaetok,  177! 


York  Town,  Feb.  28^  ] 
Sir, 

On  othei  side  you  have  Copy  of  a  letter  yesterday  Even 
in  Congress.   It  was  rcft?rrcd  to  a  Committee,  whose  report! 
be  made  ncquaintcd  with.     As  I  waa   that  day  conGned  f 
cannot  say  what  strictures  were  raado  on  tbe  subject  by  C 
The  packet  of  copies  was  returned  to  me  from  the  fffl 
river  wujj  impassable,     1  this  moment  bad  the  honor  of  T 
it  by  Gen'  Wilkinsoa. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  very  great  respect, 
Your  Excelleucye  k  ^ 
very  ; 


Dirccled.^M 

■ 

Ow^M 

^Kce-J.  B 

To^^H 

■b  Tbe  Fr| 

Lancaat^^H 

W      2 

:8, 
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lie  Authority, 
i  J^  to  U5<3  force 
fiug  disconteafc 
.  ilisafects  to  tbo 
liar  State  where 
(Xtrcmolj  aollci- 
1  liiog  Duties,  nn 
iloco  of  the  Ser- 
imd  atbachmeDti 
iT  lesaer  degree, 
io,  we  have  coa* 
1 10  Gentlemen  la 
I  1  io  rcquoat  their 
•  ride  gnloulaiions  of  iho 
IlS  and  Bridles  proper 
Ilia,  Maryland/ Dela- 
The  State,  we  eup- 
:-rjvenLl  Counties  can 
t' point  proper  persona 
fins  they  can,  all  ways 
tlie  Horse  be  Sound 
al  this  Spring,  nor  ex* 
i  liacidshigh,  and  not 
at  any  price  either  m 
J m ployed  in  the  buai- 
tTtegrity  and  property, 
uiui  with  UB,  that  tho 
tTJil  ha?e  a  dtic  regard 
Uc  for  payment,  it  is 
ilicatcs  be  lodged  with 
puid  on  the  First  Day 
<  aa  will  moat  effectually 
ote  amount  to  bo  linally 
ben  tie  busineas  is  oom- 
who  may  be  appointed  to 
to  time  to  make  returna 
Jf,  and  that  you  wou'd 
J  to  tho  Quarter  Master 
The  number  of  Horses, 
-'ite,  is  Two  hundred  and 
nBj  means  too  large  for 
ccasioo  your  Excellency, 
I  favor  ua  with  a  con t in- 
flects of  which  wo  have 
ut  this  business  has  heen 
Suffer  in  consequence  of 
.  oraes  before  they  can  bo 
Lv  it  will  receive  all  pos- 
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Committee  of  CoNaEBSS  to  Pkesident  Wharton,  1778. 

Moore  Hall,  Camp,  Fcb'y  28th,  1778. 
[In  Committee  of  Congress.] 

Sir, 

The  Cavalry  of  oar  army  requires  the  most  vigorons  exertions  to 
be  put  on  so  respectable  a  footing,  as  to  enable  us  to  meet  the  En- 
emy the  ensuing  Campaign  on  eqnal  terms.  Experience  hath  so 
fally  demonstrated  the  value  and  importance  of  this  Corps,  not  only 
to  the  ease  and  security  of  the  Troops  in  the  Field,  but  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  faithful  inhabitants  of  the  Country,  whose  persons 
and  property  are  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  that  we 
are  of  opinion  there  is  no  part  of  our  establishment  which  so 
strongly  applies  to  the  feelings  of  the  People  and  calls  for  greater 
attention.  Under  eveiy  disadvantage  which  a  new  raised  Corps  al- 
ways labours,  and  especially  in  a  service  entirely  new,  this  body  hath 
performed  the  most  essential  Services  during  the  last  Campaign. 
What  may  we  not  therefore  now  expect  from  them,  when  experience 
and  acquaintance  with  their  duty  has  qualified  them  to  discharge  it  ? 
When  we  are  become  better  acquainted  with  the  character  of  Offi- 
cers, and  the  Men  are  more  familiarized  to  Danger  and  Discipline. 

We  promise  ourselves,  Sir,  the  greatest  advantage  from  a  deci- 
wve  Superiority  in  Horse,  in  the  open  Country  where  the  Scene  of 
Action  will  probably  lie,  and  are  the  more  anxious  on  this  Subject 
as  the  Enemy  are  evidently  increasing  their  number  by  every  means 
they  can  devise,  purchasing  and  Stealing  Horses  for  the  purpose 
whenever  they  can  be  found.  They  have  already  two  Troopis  of 
Tory  Ljdit  Horse,  who  are  chiefly  employed  in  kidnapping  those 
civil  Officers  who  are  distinguished  for  their  activity  in  executing  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  by  Government.  The  consequences  of  this 
to  our  infant  States  are  too  obvious  to  need  enumeration.  We  are 
sorry  to  say  they  have  lately  had  such  success  as  will  probably  encou- 
rage their  progress  in  this  mischievous  business,  and  extend  it  very  far 
unless  they  meet  with  some  seasonable  check.  We  apprehend  there- 
fore your  Excellency,  and  the  Gentlemen  in  Authority  with  yon, 
will  fully  concur  with  us  in  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  recruit- 
ing this  Corps  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  favour  us  with  your 
best  assistance  in  so  doing.  The  Kegiments  are  nearly  completed 
with  Men,  Natives  of  the  Country,  whose  time  of  Service  in  the  In- 
fantry having  expired,  readily  enlisted  in  the  Horse:  These  Men, 
inured  to  fatigue,  danger  and  discipline,  have  only  to  learn  the  spe- 
cial  duties  of  that  Service,  and  will  form  excellent  Dragoons.  The 
great  difficulty  under  which  the  Service  labours  is  the  want  of  Horses 
and  Saddles  to  mount  them.  On  the  one  hand,  to  wait  the  tedious 
process  of  collecting  Horses  in  the  common  mode  by  purchase,  cither 
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hj  Officers  or  Agents  uncontrolled  by  any  immediate  Anthorityi 
will  occasion  great  fraud  and  delay.  On  the  other  hand,  to  use  force 
in  any  degree  appears  oppressive,  and  leaves  such  lasting  discontent 
in  the  minds  of  the  sufferers  as  not  only  sours  and  disaffects  to  the 
general  Interests  of  the  Country;  but  to  the  particular  State  where 
the  exaction  is  made.  We  have  been,  therefore,  extremely  solici* 
tons  to  find  some  expedient  to  reconcile  these  dashing  Duties,  an 
expedient  which  may  provide  for  the  present  exigence  of  the  Ser« 
Tice,  without  wounding  too  deeply  those  feelings  and  attachments 
which  all  Men  have  for  their  property  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree. 
At  length;  Sir,  as  the  Safer  and  more  effectual  mode,  we  have  oon- 
oloded  to  rely  on  the  wisdom  and  public  Spirit  of  the  Gentlemen  in 
Authority  in  this  and  the  neiffhbonring  States,  and  to  request  their 
exertions  in  the  following  mode.  We  have  made  calculations  of  the 
number  of  Horses  and  common  country  Saddles  and  Bridles  proper 
for  the  Gavaliy,  which  may  be  had  from  Virginia,  Maryland,  Dela- 
ware, Pennsylvania  ft  New  Jersey,  respectively.  The  State,  we  sup- 
poee,  will  then  calculate  what  number  the  Several  Counties  can 
furnish  by  a  reasonable  assessment,  and  then  appoint  proper  persona 
in  the  County  to  purchase  them  on  the  best  terms  they  can,  allways 
attending  to  the  following  description.  That  the  Horse  be  Sound 
and  clean  limbed,  not  less  than  Five  years  old  this  Spring,  nor  ex- 
eeeding  Twelve  yean;  (Weldings,  at  least  14}  hands  nigh,  and  not 
leas  tfaao  one  quarter  blooded.  We  do  not  limit  any  price  either  as 
a  purchase  money,  or  a  oompensation  to  those  employed  in  the  busi- 
ness,  because  we  presume  they  will  be  men  of  integrity  and  property, 
who,  beeidea  the  Interest  they  haye  in  oommon  with  us,  Uiat  the 
public  expenoes  be  not  causelessly  enhanced,  will  have  a  due  regard 
to  their  own  charaoters.  In  order  to  provide  for  payment,  it  is 
proposed  that  a  number  of  Loan  Office  Certificates  be  lodged  with 
the  Executive  Authority  of  the  State,  to  be  paid  on  the  First  Day 
of  May,  under  suoh  Limitations  and  Checks  as  will  most  efbctually 
guard  against  Fraud  or  Mistake.  The  whole  amount  to  be  finally 
Settled  between  Congress  and  the  State,  when  the  business  is  com- 
pleted. We  must  request  that  the  persons  who  may  be  appointed  to 
makc^he  purchases,  be  directed  from  time  to  time  to  make  returns 
of  their  doings  in  this  business  to  yourself,  and  that  you  wou'd 
please  to  order  a  general  return  to  be  made  to  the  Quarter  Master 
Oeneral,  and  also  to  the  Board  of  War.  The  number  of  Horses, 
Sadies  and  Bridles,  estimated  for  this  State,  is  Two  hundred  and 
fifty,  which  we  believe  will  not  appear  by  any  means  too  larse  for 
its  resources.  We  doubt  not  but  on  this  occasion  your  Excellency, 
and  the  (Gentlemen  of  the  Legislature,  will  favor  us  with  a  contin- 
uance of  those  exertions,  the  beneficial  effects  of  which  we  have 
already  cxnerienced.  We  greatly  regret  that  this  business  has  been 
so  long  delayed,  and  fear  the  Service  will  Suffer  in  consequence  of 
it,  as  some  time  is  necessary  to  train  the  Horses  before  they  can  be 
brought  into  the  field.    We  hope,  therefore,  it  will  receive  all  pes- 
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Bible  forwardness  from  the  Oentlemen  who  are  to  take  it  op;  as  the 
atilky  of  the  measure  will  depend  greatly  on  dispateh. 
We  are,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Ser7ant8, 

ERA.  DANA. 
Bj  Order  * 


President  oy  CoNaRESS  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  Ist  March,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  the  24th  ult  by 
the  hand  of  Mr.  Simons. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  receive  under  coyer  with  this 
&  be  referred  to,  two  Acts  of  Congress,  Viz. 

1.  The  26th  Febr'y,  for  filling  up  the  Continental  Battalions  ao- 
oompanied  by  a  Betum  from  the  War  Office  shewing  the  numbers 
wanted  to  complete. 

2.  Of  the  same  date,  for  ascertaining  the  amount  of  necessaries 
supplied  British  Prisoners  of  War,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  contest. 

I  remain  with  great  regard 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's 
obedient  &  most  humble  servant 

HENBY  LAUBENS,t 

President  of  Congress. 
J)ireetedf 
On  Public  service,  Henry  Laurens. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Es<]^uire,  President  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lanccster. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  486— also  see  p.  823,  of  this  YoL 
t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  485. 
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Geo.  Gibson  to  Col.  Bobs,  1778. 

Lancaater,  Ist  Maroh^  1778. 
Sir, 

Four  waggons  with  covers  are  wanted  immediately  for  the  purpose 
of  conveying  some  cloathing  to  head  quarters,  for  the  use  of  the 
Army,  as  I  have  received  orders  from  the  hon'ble  the  Board  of  War 
to  send  on  these  Articles  immediately  to  Camp,  I  most  request  you 
will  put  it  in  my  Power  to  comply  with  their  orders  by  procuring 
the  above  carriages  without  Delay. 
I  am  with  respect 
Sir, 

Tour  obed*  Serv*, 

GEO.  GIBSON. 
Direetedj 
Col  Geo.  Boss,  Jun'r,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  Pres^ 


(Copy)  Letter  from  Gbo.  Gibson  to  Prbs't  Wharton^ 

.     1778.  ;    . .  . 

Lancaster,  2d  March,  1778. 

Extract. 

Hay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

I  had  the  Honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  the  22  ulto.,  in 
which  I  informed  your  Excellency  I  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
Board  of  War  with  directions  respecting  7  waggon  loads  of  Cloathing 
that  were  on  the  road  from  York  to  this  place,  since  which  the  wag- 
gons arrived,  the  directions  from  the  Hon'ble  the  Board  of  War  have 
been  fully  complied  with  except  sending  the  goods  to  camp,  three  of 
the  waggons  that  brought  the  Cloathing  to  this  place  were  impressed, 
the  other  four  are  Continental  property,  the  horses  belonging  to  the 
whole  are  so  emaciated  as  to  be  scarce  able  to  drag  the  empty  waggons. 
Immediately  after  the  arrival  of  these  waggons,  I  made  application 
to  the  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  at  this  place  for  four  wagons,  two  days  after  ho 
informed  me  that  he  had  waited  on  the  Hon'ole  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  of  this  State,  &  that  no  waggons  could.be  had,  yesterday 
I  wrote  him  a  note,  the  copy  of  which,  &  his  answer,  I  do  myself  the 
Honor  to  transmit  youf  Excellency  as  well  to  exculpate  myself  from 
blame  on  accost  of  the  detention  of  those  articles  at  this  place  as  to 
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inform  your  Excellency  of  the  Waggon  Department^  in  this  County 
&  to  know  how  I  am  to  conduct  myself  in  fature,  when  the  serrioe 
may  require  waggons — should  any  future  exigency  require  an  imme- 
diate supply,  I  am  sure  they  cannot  be  procnr'd  agreeable  to  the 
present  mode  of  procuring  them  in  time  to  answer  the  demand. 


John  Chalonbb  to  Jahss  Touira^  1778. 

Camp  Valley  Forge,  Commissaries  Office,  March  2, 1778. 
Sir, 

This  is  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Col.  Lutterloh,  calling  on 
you  to  stimulate  the  D.  W.  M.  G.,  of  the  Counties  to  forward  the 
waggons  orderd  for  the  commissaries  departm*  as  speedily  as  possibly. 
The  army  will  assuredly  suffer  for  want  of  Proyision,  and  thepublick 
Stores  be  exposed  to  danger,  if  not  soon  removed  to  places  of  safety. 

I  am  unacquainted  from  what  Counties  the  Waggons  are  orderd, 
but  would  beg  leave  to  hint,  that  very  few  if  any  can  be  expected 
from  Philadelphia,  or  Chester  County.  Suffer  me  again  to  repeat 
our  necessitys,  assuring  you  that  not  one  of  the  180  is  yet  arrived, 
which  should  they  be  detained  much  longer,  the  army  will  be  redaoed 
to  the  necessity  of  impressing,  to  avoid  which  I  doubt  not  yon  will 
exert  the  powers  you  are  vested  with,  and  in  which  I  hope  yon  will 
succeed. 

I  am  just  now  informed  that  a  number  of  Country  waggons  coming 
from  Lancaster  with  flour,  have  laid  down  their  loads  on  the  Horse 
Shoe  soad,  and  gone  home,  a  practice  so  destructive  to  the  publick 
weal  as  this  is,  I  doubt  not  you  will  do  vonr  utmost  to  prevent,  by 
bringing  the  offenders  to  justice,  I  shall  endeavour  to  obtain  Ui^ 
names  and  places  of  abode  and  should  I  succeed  therein  shall  inform 
you. 

I  am  Sir, 
your  most  hble  serv^ 

JOHN  CHALONER. 
Directed^ 

James  Young,  Esq.,  W.  M.  G.  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Beading. 

1^  Express. 
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James  Young  to  Timothy  Matlack,  1778. 

Sir, 

Having  just  reoeiv'd  ibe  inclosed  letters,  of  wbich  bavo  taken  a 
Copy,  I  beg  tbey  may  be  laid  before  Council.  Although  I  do  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  assist  the  army  I  am  greatly  disappointed.  I 
had  repeated  the  orders  of  Council  of  the  29*^  Jan.,  to  all  the  Waggon 
Masters,  that  the  Waggons  then  ordered  were  to  remain  in  Camp 
till  relieved,  which  I  promised  to  order  as  soon  as  I  was  informed 
their  respective  Quotas  were  arrived  there.  The  Waggons  of  this 
County  are  constantly  employed  in  carrying  flour  &  forage  to  Schulkil 
&  then  transported  by  Water,  which  forwards  the  supplies,  at  the 
same  time  the  Boads  are  almost  impassible  with  loaded  Waggons. 
I  beg  the  Hon^^*  Gouncirs  orders  what  I  shall  do  with  the  Waggon 
Master  &  his  Assistant,  whom  Coll.  Lutterloh  is  sending  prisoners 
to  me,  Coll.  Holler  is  very  Vigilent  in  assisting  me  in  this  County. 

The  Express  from  Camp  informs  me  that  he  yesterday  met  a 
Brigade  of  Wagons  loadefl  with  Hay,  &c.,  near  Camp,  I  suppose 
from  LanoasterlDouDty. 

I  am  veiy  Respectfully, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obed'  Serv*. 

JAS.  YOUNG. 

Beading  2<  March,  1778. 
IHreetedf 

^  To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Lancaster. 

On  Public  Service,'  J.  Young,  W.  M.  G.,  Ac,  2«  March,  6  o'clock, 
P.  M.    ^  Express  'Charles  Gobin. 

(The  following  are  the  letters  referred  to,Nos.  1  &  2.) 

No.  1. 
John  Chaloner  to  Colonel  Biddle,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  two  Brigades  from  Northampton  County,  which  you  was  kind 
enough  to  spare  us  to  go  to  Elk,  arrived  last  evening,  were  ordered 
to  unload  and  go  to  your  forrage  yard  for  orders,  but  instead  thereof 
attempted  to  cross  the  river  and  desert  home,  in  which  attempt 
sevend  teams  were  lost  and  several  men  drowned,  the  particulars  of 

14» 


322  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVfiS  1778. 

which  we  cannot  ascertain,  as  the  teams  that  got  oyer  made  their 
escape  and  is  gone  off.  One  of  the  Waggon  M'**  Miohael  Snyder,  is 
sent  to  you  and  hope  he  jnay  meet  with  his  deserts.  He  also 
accompanied  the  teams  across,  bat  left  his  horse  in  the  Riyer,  who 
returned  and  is  the  occasion  of  coming  back. 
I  am,  D'  Sir, 

Your  most  hble  Servant. 

JOHN  CHALONEB. 
Feb'ry  26, 1778. 
Directed, 
Colonel  Clement  Biddle^  Forrage  M''  General. 


No.  2. 
Gqu4.  Lxittbkloh  to  Jambs  Young,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  letter  will  show  yon,  what  Yillany  has  been  contrived 
by  the  Waggoners  of  the  Teams  send  to  our  assistance.  The  Waggon 
Master  mentioned  is  a  Prisoner  and  shall  be  brought  to  yon  which, 
is  judged  the  best  mode  to  make  an  example  of  him  to  Deter  others 
from  the  like  attempt.  But  if  we  cannot  put  more  confidence 
in  those  fellows,  what  shall  we  do  ?  to  guard  them  all  would  be 
impossible.  Therefore  you  must  appoint  persons  as  Wagjron  Mas- 
ters who  will  do  their  duty  and  keep  their  men  together,  i  do  not 
know  what  to  do;  no  Waggons  arrived  but  those!  mentioned,  and 
the  run  of  again.  I  beg  you  will  make  immediate  Beport  to  the 
President  and  request  all  possible  exertion  to  assist  our  army.  The 
Danger  of  wanting  the  Waggons  is  great  and  as  I  have  fulMled  my 
duty  in  stating  it  often,  every  blame  must  fall  on  those  whose  fault 
it  is  if  any  bad  accident  should  happen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  Your  most  ob*  hi.  S. 

H.  LUTTERLOH. 

WaUey  forge,  Feby.  29, 1778. 

P.S.  The  Prisoner  shall  be  brought  to  you  directly. 

By  Letter  from  M'  Thompson,  W.  M.  of  Bucks,  I  am  to  expect 
no  Waggons  from  him,  all  that  he  can  command  being  engaged  in 
service,^  none  yet  come  from  Lancaster  or  Berks  Counties  nor  from 
Chester. 

JDlrectedj 
To  J.  Young,  Esq%  Waggon  Master  General)  at  Reading. 
Per  Ezprf  S8,  on  publie  business. 
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Resolutions  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  3Iaroh  2, 1778. 

Wbcreas  it  is  essential  to  the  operations  of  the  army,  during  the 
next  campaign,  that  the  most  vigorous  measures  should  forthwith  be 
adopted  for  forming  a  body  of  horse,  upon  such  principles  as  are 
most  likely  to  advance  the  public  interest,  and  the  honour  of  the 
officers  and  men  who  compose  the  same.  And,  whereas  in  times  of 
public  danger,  when  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property  of  a  free  people 
are  threatened  by  a  foreign  and  barbarous  enemy,  it  is  the  duty  of 
those,  who  enjoy,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  the  gifts  of  fortune  and  of  a 
oultivated  understanding,  to  stand  forth,  in  a  disinterested  manner, 
in  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  by  a  laudable  example  to  rouse 
and  animate  their  countrymen  to  deeds  worthy  of  their  brave  ances- 
tors and  of  the  sacred  cause  of  freedom. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  young  gentlemen 
of  property  and  spirit  in  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts- 
'  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersy,  Pennsylvania^ 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  forthwith  to  con* 
■titate  within  their  respective  States,  a  troop  or  troops  of  light  cal- 
vary, to  serve  at  their  own  expence,  (except  in  the  article  of  provisions 
for  themselves,  and  forage  for  their  horses)  until  the  Slst  December 
next. 

That  each  troop  so  to  be  raised  consist  of  not  less  than  twenty  nor 
more  than  sixty,  rank  and  file  3  that  they  have  a  right  to  chuse  their 
own  officers,  who  shall  receive  continental  commissions,  and  that  they 
^endesvoos  at  the  main  army  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  or  at  an 
earlier  period,  if  possible. 

That,  in  order  to  excite  a  proper  spirit  of  emulation  in  these  troops, 
and  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  appropriating  that  fame,  which 
their  respective  merits  may  entitle  them  to,  during  the  campaign, 
each  troop  shall  bear  the  name  oi  the  Stato  in  which  it  is  raised. 

That  these  troops,  when  raised,  shall  not  serve  as  expresses,  except 
in  time  of  aotion,  nor  as  escorts  to  the  person  of  any  General,  except 
that  of  the  Commander  of  the  army  with  whom  they  serve,  unless 
with  their  own  choice. 

That  every  horse  which  shall  be  killed  and  every. horse  and  all 
arms  and  accoutrements  which  shall  be  taken  by  the  enemy  in  action, 
shall  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States ;  the  value  to  be  ascertained 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commander  in  Chief;  and  all  booty  taken 
from  the  enemy  shall  belong  to  the  troop  by  whom  it  shall  be  taken. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  government  of  the 
respective  States  to  countenance  and  encourage  this  design;  and 
that  the  Board  of  War  transmit  to  them  forthwith  copies  of  the  fore- 
going resolutions,  together  with  a  descriptive  list  of  the  accoutrements 
necessary  for  ma^  and  horse. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHARLES  THOMSON;  Secretary. 
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List  of  Necessaries  and  Accoutrements  for  each  Horseman, 

I.  A  well  tempered  sword^  the  blade  straight,  and  three  feet  long 
with  the  back  aharpeaed  up  six  inches  from  the  point ;  an  open 
guard  aboat  the  hilt,  that  will  be  light  and  jet  defend  Uie  hud; 
with  a  scabbard  of  substantial  leather  without  wood. 

2. .  A  carbine,  fusee^  or  short  blunderbuss ;  the  barrel  of  the 
blunderbuss  not  to  exceed  two  feet  in  length. 

3.  A  pair  of  pistols  and  holsters. 

4.  A  sword  belt — a  belt  for  the  carbine,  with  a  running  swirel 
that  will  slip  to  any  part  of  the  belt. 

5.  A  cartridge  box  to  buckle  round  tho  waist,  with  twelve  tio 
pipes  for  the  cartridges. 

6.  A  helmet  of  jacked  leather,  and  effectually  guarded  by  several 
rows  of  small  chains,  iron  or  steel  hoopes ;  or  a  hat  with  a  steel  or 

'  iron  scull  piece  inside  the  crown. 

7.  A  saddle^  saddle  cloth,  breast  plate,  crupper,  saddle  straps  and  * 
pad. 

8.  Saddle  bags,  connected  by  two  broad  striaps,  in  the  common 
fashion,  and  not  a  portmantua. 

9.  A  double  reined  bridle,  with  curb  and  snaffle  bit,  and  a  halter. 

10.  A  cloak  sufficient  to  cover  all  the  arms  and  aoooutrements, 
and  which  is  to  serve  also  in  the  place  of  a  blanket. 

II.  Boots  and  spurs. 

These  articles,  made  as  near  as  may  be  according  to  the  above 
directions,  with  a  good  horse,  will  fit  each  man  for  the  field.* 


Geo,  Ross  to  Col,  Gibson,  1778. 

Lancaster,  2d  March,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  rece'd  your  note  desiring  me  to  furnish  four  Waggon  for  the  pnr* 
pose  of  convoying  some  cloathing  to  Head  quarters.  I  am  sorry 
that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  Informing  you  that  it  is  out  of  mj 
Power  to  furnish  them  until  I  can  send  off  an  Express  to  the  W. 
Master  General  of  this  County,  who  lives  about  15  miles^from  this. 
A  similar  Application  happened  last  Wednesday  by  a  Lieut.  Gamble 
for  5  teams  for  the  same  purpose.  I  did  not  know  where  to  appljy 
the  W.  Master  of  this  district  being  gone  with  some  teams  to  Camp. 
I  however  Determined  to  wait  on  the  President  &  Council  to  knoir 
what  was  to  be  done,  they  told  me  they  knew  of  no  other  method 
than  by  sending  off  an  Express  to  the  W.  Master  of  the  County, 

*  Inclosed  in  Letter  from  Gen.  Gates^  Mar.  7,  p.  889.   See  page  816. 
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which  I  immediately  did^  he  oame  down,  and  to  my  great  sarprise 
told  me  they  could  not  be  had — that  he  had  rece'd  orders  for  a 
certain  quota,  and  that  be  had  been  making  them  up  &  Gould  procure 
no  more  without  further  orders — for  which  he  appl/d  to  Council  & 
then  was  told  they  could  give  him  no  further  assistance  in  the  W. 
Department,  but  that  the  Assembly  perhaps  might  see  the  Incon- 
venience k  remedy  the  law ;  that  they  had  gone  as  far  as  authorized 
by  the  Law,  in  appointing  him  a  W  Master  for  this  County,  &  that 
be  had  appointed  his  Deputies  in  Battalion  Districts,  according  to  the 
Law.  Then  in  this  hopefull  situation  the  W.  Department  is.  In  order 
to  forward  Mr.  Gamble's  Cloathing  I  have  sent  off  two  of  my 
Forage  teams  k  2  Continental  teams,  which  happened  to  be  here. 
Indeed  the  prospect  of  sending  the  quota  of  teams  from  this 
County  is  very  disoouraging,  several  Brigades  which  were  not  to  be 
less  than  12,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  are  gone  to  camp  with  but  7, 
&  farther,  the  W.  Master  of  this  Distriet  told  me  that  he  could  not 
get  a  Constable  to  execute  a  Warrant  for  bringing  in  some  teams 
which  had  been  wam'd  &  refus'd  to  attend. 

In  short,  I  am  afraid  if  the  Army  depends  on  the  present  mode 
of  procuring  teams  they  will  be  disappointed,  for  07er  &  above  the 
quota  to  be  raised  I  am  called  upon  every  day  for  more  or  less  teamS| 
&  shall  be  obliged  on  every  application,  as  I  am  on  yours,  to  send 
off  an  Express  to  the  W.  Master,  which  will  delay  the  team  or  teams 
at  least  3  days.  These,  Sir,  are  the  difficulties  the  Department 
labour  under,  &  which  I  wish  you  and  the  whole  army  to  know. 
I  am,  Sir, 

With  respect, 

Your  humble  Serv*, 

G.  ROSS,  J',  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
Direciedy 

To  Col.  Gibson,  Pres*. 


CouNCiii  TO  Gbneral  Washington,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  March  2%  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  23*  Febru*',  which  I  laid  before 
Council.  I  hope  as  the  Militia  called  out  are  chiefly  arrived  at  Gen. 
Lacey's  Camp,  they  will  secure  the  Counties  of  Bucks  k  Philad. 
from  any  further  insults  &  ravages  of  the  Enemy,  (unless  they  come 
out  in  force)  who,  I  am  sorry  to  find,  have  been  but  too  successful. 
Gen.  Lacey,  I  am  informed,  is  active,  but ''I  think  cannot  have  as 
much  experience  as  his  command  requires  ;  he  will  therefore  stand 
n  need  of  your  Excellency's  directions  from  time  to  time ;  ibis, 
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I  am  oonfident  he  will  receive  :  so  ihat  I  hope  ehorily  to  hear  &Tor- 
able  aeoounts  from  that  quarter. 

At  this  time  of  distress,  when,  with  every  exertion,  a  suffieient 
quantity  of  Cloathing  cannot  be  provided  for  the  troops,  the  loss  of 
those  which  Ool.  Stewart  collected,  is  severely  felt ;  add  to  thia  the 
Captivity  of  our  officers  and  many  of  the  inliAbitants — these  things 
are  much  to  be  lam^ited,  yet  I  doubt  not  with  vigilance  &  perseTer- 
ance  in  this,  our  righteous  cause, we  shall  surmount  all  these  difficul- 
ties, and,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  soon  see  an  end  to  them. — I  wai 
&vord  with  a  Letter  from  Col.  Stewart  on  the  subject  of  his  disap- 
pointment. Council  will  bear  it  in  mind,  and  endeavor  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  his  Battalion  as  |rell  as  the  others  of  this  State* 

Bespeoting  the  Petition  of  the  recruiting  officers,  a  copy  of  whieh 
your  Excellency  enclosed,  I  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  Council  inti- 
mated their  difficulties  to  the  House  of  Assembly  now  sitting,  who 
immediately  allowed  them  a  bounty  of  sixteen  dollars  in  addition  to 
the  Eight  dollars  given  by  Congress ;  so  that  for  each  reoruit  they 
now  receive  £9, 0 ;  this  sum,  I  hope,  will  be  satisfaotory  to  them.  It 
will  encourage  the  industrious,  and  be  the  means,  I  expect,  of  pio- 
curing  many  recruits — ^but  I  fear  will  not  fully  answer  the  gnnd 
purpose— as  the  assembly  are  now  met,  perhaps  they  may  adopt  some 
additional  plan— I  know  it  employs  the  thoughts  of  some  of  the 
members.^-The  Letter  to  the  recruiting  Officers  shall  be  forwarded, 
&  they,  with  the  others,  made  acquainted  with  the  allowanoe  given  bj 
the  House. 

Much  depends  on  the  Harmony  and  confidence  which  the  troops 
have  in  each  other  when  collected  together  for  our  own  defenoe— 
and  any  thing  short  of  this  may  be  attended  with  bad  consequences 
— Council,  perfectly  well  knowing  the  great  attention  which  yoor 
Excelly  has  always  paid  to  this  point,  were  induced  to  hint  their 
fears  on  that  head  lest  it  should  not  have  come  so  soon  to  your 
knowledge.  The  unhappy  affray  at  the  Compass,  I  flatter  myself, 
Vill  not  prove  so  injurious  to  the  public  as  Council  once  thought; 
some  of  the  principal  people  accused  of  the  Murder  of  Lieu*  Hammon, 
are  taken  &  confined  in  the  Gaol  of  this  borough,  and  search  is 
making  for  the  others,  and  every  exertion  shall  be  used  to  bring  the 
offenders  to  condign  punishment. 

Your  Excelly's  Letter  of  the  19  FeVy,*  with  the  Address  to  the 
people  to  induce  them  to  prepare  their  Cattle  for  the  use  of  the 
Army,  in  the  Months  of  May,  June  &  July  next,  will  be  inserted 
in  the  next  Paper,  with  a  Proclamation  from  Council,  a  Copy  of 
which  I  take  the  Uberty  to  enclose  to  your  Excell'yi  being,  with 
great  respect, 

your  Excelly's  Most  obedient 

Hum.  serv^ 

Indorsed^ 
To  his  Excellency,  Oeneral  Washington, 

*  See  Col.  Roc.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  428. 
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Council  to  John  Leshbr,  &c.,  Commissioners,  17T8. 

In  Coundl, 

Lancaster,  March  2nd,  177S, 

GenUemen : 

Yon  being  appointed  by  the  Honorable  bonseof  General  Assenblj 
to  be  Commissioners  for  purchasing  Provisions,  fto.  in  the  County  of 
Berks,  and  this  business  requiring  the  utmost  and  immediate  exertion 
of  every  power  you  possess,  we  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  for- 
warding to  you  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  by  Council  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  other  Counties,  which  instructions  you  are  to  ob- 
serve and  follow.  We  also  send  you  the  supplement  to  the  supply  Law. 
•(  Tbe  Council  apprehend  that  a  number  of  boats  suitable  to  convey 
Provisions  down  the  river  Schuylkil  may  be  had  at  and  near  Reading, 
and  as  the  Waggon  service  is  likely  to  be  a  very  heavy  one,  We 
recommend  it  to  yon  to  hire  as  many  of  those  boats  as  will  carry  the 
necessary  supplies  from  your  County  to  Camp ;  and  if  you  cannot 
hire  as  many  as  shall  be  necessary  for  this  purpose,  you  are  to  apply 
to  a  justice  of  the  Peace  for  his  Warrant  to  impress  them.  Any 
repairs  which  you  may  judge  necessary  to  render  the  boats  fit  for 
service,  is  to  be  done  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  and  t^e  cost  of  it 
deducted  from  the  hire  of  them. 

Directed^ 

To  John  Lesher,  Valentine  Eokhart,  Michael  Grause  &  Christian 
Laucr,  jun',  Berk's  Co. 


CouNoa  TO  Prbs.  op  Conobbss,  1778. 

In  Council. 

Lanoaster,  Maroh  3',  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  several  favours  of  the  twenty-seventh  and 
twenty-ninth  of  January;  of  the  eighth,  tenth,  twenty-first  and 
twenty-fourth  of  February,  werereosived  in  due  time. 

The  six  blank  oommissionB,  &c.,  for  private  ships  of  war,  have 
been  transmitted  to  the  navy-board  of  this  statey  in  expectation  that 
they  will  be  neeessary  to  fit  out  some  boats  for  the  river  Delaware. 
As  application  is  now  made  by  several  Gentlemen  for  commissions 
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of  thifl  kindy  I  must  beg  the  faYOor  of  jon  to  forwaxd  a  few  more  of 
them  by  the  first  opportanity. 

The  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-third  instant,  [alt.  T\  his 
been  pnblished,  acooi^ing  to  yonr  directions,  by  order  of  GooDciL 
There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  bat  that  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
state  will  attend  to  the  evident  necessity  of  enacting  a  law  for  the 
effectual  recovery  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  distress  to  which  his  Excellency  General  Washington  hu 
been  reduced  by  the  want  of  timely  suppliesi  must  give  pais  to 
every  heart  capable  of  being  affected  by  the  injuries  done  to  the 
brave  and  generous.  You  may  be  assured.  Sir,  that  this  Connoil 
have  seen  and  lamented  his  situation,  and  have  done  every  thiog  in 
our  power  to  relieve  him.  Bepeated  and  pressing  instructioDs  b?e 
been  given  to  the  waggon  masters  to  use  the  utmost  diligence  ia 
complying  with  the  law,  so  as  to  yield  as  early  as  possible,  all  tiie 
assistance  in  their  power  toward  a  full  supply  of  waggons.  Had  ao 
earlier  attention  been  given  to  this  important  service,  by  those  who 
have  had  the  direction  of  the  department  on  which  this  depends,  and  a 
larger  circle  round  the  several  places  where  the  demands  ibr  waggoos 
have  been  greatest  and  most  frequent^  it  is  probable  that  the  late 
inconveniences  might  have  been  avoided,  and  any  sudden  emeigeney 
readily  supplied  by  the  waggons  near  our  towns ;  But  these,  hy 
repeated  sudden  demands,  are  now  almost  worn  out,  and  the  boraei 
rendered  incapable  of  the  severe  task  of  travelling  thro'  the  preseDt 
excessive  bad  roads.  This  service. falls  extremely  heavy  on  this 
state.  It  may  deserve  the  serious  attention  of  Congress  or  the 
Board  of  war,  to  enquire  whether  some  assistance  from  the  other 
states  will  not  be  absolutely  necessary  in  the  waggon  service.  The 
efforts  of  Pennsylvania  in  this  way  has  been  very  strenuous  throogb- 
out  the  war.  While  the  army  was  in  the  neighbouring' states  great 
numbers  of  our  Teams  were  in  the  service;  but  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  considerable  assistance  from  the  adjoining  states  in 
the  present  great  extremity. 

The  abuses  committed  by  the  Quarter  masters  in  procuring  wag- 
gons, of  which  the  people  of  this  state  loudly  comphiin^d,  induced 
the  General  Assembly  to  pass  an  act  to  regulate  this  business  for 
the  mutual  advantage  of  the  people,  of  the  state,  and  of  the  general 
service.  This  act,  which  I  have  the  honor  now  to  enclose  to  yonr 
Excellency,  took  effect  on  the  twentieth  of  last  month,  which  is  one 
day  later  than  the  date  of  M'.  Duer's  letter,  which  contains  that 
most  extraordinary  paragraph  relating  to  waggons,  upon  which  the 
Council  forbear  to  make  any  remarks,  But  submit  it  to  the  candonr 
of  Congress,  as  being  a  circumstance  of  which  we  are  wholly  un- 
acquainted. It  may,  however,  be  proper  to  say  that  Council  have 
not,  on  any  occasion,  thrown  the  least  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  the  Quarter  master  or  his  deputies,  at  any  time,  or  by  any  means 
discouraged  the  impressing  of  waggons  when  those  officers  have 
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judged  ifc  to  be  necessary,  But  on  the  contrary,  have  given  them, 
^hen  asked;  countenance  and  all  the  assistance  in  our  power. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Ezcellencys 

Very  humble  Servant. 

M*".  Sjmons  is  referred  to  the  direction  of  His  Excellency  General 
Washington. 

DirecUdy 

To  His  Ezoelleney  Henry  Laurens,  Esq'.,  President  of  Congress. 


Council  to  Commi8*rs  for  CoLLBoriNa  Provisions,  1778. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  March  3, 1778. 
(Circular.) 
Qent., 

The  want  of  a  regular  supply  of  Provisions  and  Forage  in  the 
army  is  very  alarming,  and  I  am  therefore  constrained  again  to  urge 
you  not  to  delay  a  moment  in  forwarding  to  camp  meat  of  etery 
land  and  finrage,  agieable  to  the  instructions  which  you  have  already 
received.  On  the  exertions  of  this  state  our  worthy  Qeneral  fully 
depends  for  a  present  supply ;  I  therefore  entreat  you  to  exert  your- 
self in  this  necessary  business,  which  will  not  only  tend  to  relieve 
the  wants  of  our  brave  troops,  exposed  to  every  hardship  in  this  in- 
olem^it  season,  but  will  also  wipe  off  the  unmerited  aspersions 
thrown  upon  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth  by  many  who 
have  long  wished  for  its  political  ruin. 

A  Supplement  to  the  Supply  Bill  h  inclosed  for  your  further 
inforiAation. 

By  (wder  of  Council. 

Indorudy 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  several  counties  for  collecting 
provisions. 
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James  Toung  to  T.  Matlaoe,  1778. 

Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  yoa  yeaterday  by  express;  I  have  another  this  day 
from  Camp,  and  now  inclose  yon  Mr.  Chaloner  &  Mr.  Thompsoss 
letters  to  show  the  Hon^**  Council  the  Difficulties  we  are  put  to.  I 
have  also  letters  from  Coll.  Lutterloh,  Q.  M.  G.,  expressing  the  dis- 
tresses of  our  army,  I  hope  the  Council  will  order  the  Militia  to 
guard  the  Waggons  to  where  they  may  be  ordered ;  The  inclosed  to 
Mr.  Bayley  I  beg  you  to  forward.  I  find  that  the  Assistant  Waggoa 
Masters,  which  are  not  to  exceed  one  in  each  Battalion  District,  by 
Act  of  Assembly,  are  too  few,  am  therefore  under  the  necessity  to 
direct  the  County  Wag*  Masters  that  the  public  business  must  not 
be  delay'd  on  that  account,  but  to  appoint  more  as  necessity  reqairesi 
and  trust  to  the  good  intention  of  the  Legislature  that  none  should 
suffer  who  act  for  the  best  purposes.  Experience  only  can  point 
out  the  Defects  of  a  Law.  I  am  call'd  on  to  know  how  the  Waggon- 
ers are  to  be  paid,  Their  quick  payment  would  be  very  Essential  to 
the  public  Service, 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir, 

your  very  Obed*  Serv*, 

JA'S  YOUNG. 

Beading,  8«  March,  1778. 

Should  there  not  be  a  severe  penalty  imposed  on  tboee  Assisiant 
Waggon  Masters  who  undertake  the  service,  and  after  several  days 
resign,  without  sufficient  reason,  whidi  greatly  retarda  the  service. 

J,    JL. 

Directedf 

On  public  Service.  J.  Young,  W.  M.  G.  of  P. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Lancaster. 


John  Bokbfihld  to  President  Whaeton,  1778. 

Bordeaux,  4  March,  1778. 
Hon*»«  The.  Wharton,  jun',  PensUvania. 

Duplicate. 
Dear  Sir, 

We  wish  this  may  meet  you  Safely  returned  to  your  home,  tbe 
latest  advices  received  promised  us  the  necessity  Genl.  Howe  lay 
under  of  Speedily  evacuating  Philadelphia,  but  the  assurance  being 
built  on  Conjecture  we  must  receive  more  accurate  acoonnts  to 
Satisfy  our  belief. 
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This  Nation  acts  more  Openly  than  She  has  hitherto  done,  the 
Continental  Ships  and  many  private  Ships  Sailed  from  Nantz  under 
convoy  of  Ten  Sail  of  French  Men  of  War,  we  hope  for  yonr  relief  . 
they  may  get  Safe  in,  otherways  a  meeting  at  Sea  of  the  English 
Squadron  might  he  attended  with  favorable  CiroumstanceSj  as  hos- 
tilities could  not  be  avoided. 

Advice  from  India  mentions  the  arrival  of  a  French  Fleet  on  the 
Coast  of  Malabar,  India  Stock  in  one  Day  fell  four  "^  C*,  nothing 
less  than  a  General  revolution  is  expected  in  them  parts  to  the  pre- 
judice of  England ;  the  Snspention  of  the  American  War,  from  the 
debates  in  the  house  of  Commons  appears  resolved  on,  they  are 
framing  proposals  of  accommodation  for  your  consideration ;  they 
apprehend  France  has  concluded  a  treaty,  and  dread  thereby  being 
excluded  from  participating  in  your  rich  commerce  of  the  States,  to  ' 
which  is  supposed  many  other  leading  objects  that  rendered  a  League 
with  America  indtspensible,  and  it  may  be  Said  that  at  this  Day 
on  the  new  States  of  America  depend  the  Ballanoe  of  Europe. 

We  continue  our  Commercial  operations  to  the  full  extent  of  our 
means,  but  the  Short  returns  or  rather  no  returns  hurts  us,  not 
having  Capital  to  proceed  with,  and  the  Situation  of  affairs  will  not 
give  room  with  prudence  to  Speculate  without,  all  I  can  do  at  this 
time  is  to  encourage  the  enterprising  Spirit  of  adventuring  by  the 
Merchants  here  settled,  in  which  I  have  been  instrumental  to  up- 
wards of  thirty  expeditions.  Since  January  1777,  there  has  been 
cleared  at  the  port  Ninety  four  sail  for  different  ports  in  the  United 
States,  whereof  as  I  mention  above  only  four  Vessels  have  yet  got 
back,  you  therefore  will  Suppose  the  adventure  much  damps,  and 
has  caused  a  backwardness  in  the  underwriters.  Some  of  whom  have 
Sign'd  to  120  Policies,  yet  open  the  present  premiums  for  the  round 
60  ^  C*,  which  So  enhances  the  valuo  of  Freights  that  fourCapitals 
for  one  will  not  realize  the  outset. 

Mr.  Thomas  Morris  Died  at  Nantz  the  Beginning  of  last  Month. 
Mr.  Wm.  Lee  remains  now  Sole  Continental  Agent,  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  serve  the  State  in  that  line,  my  Connections  in  this  King- 
dom are  Capital,  and  should  esteem  to  render  them  as  they  are 
capable  to  the  United  States  useful,  too  much  opening  for  Com- 
plaint has  been  given  owing  to  chanUeb  employed  to  transact  the 
Publiok  Bttisness,  wo  are  at  the  Source  of  the  Woollen  Manufac- 
tories, can  supply  at  Short  Notice  any  quantity,  and  our  port  is 
Situated  to  Command  every  advantage  in  enabling  us  to  Dispatch 
Buisness,  with  the  tender  of  my  best  Service  I  remain  with  Sincere 
attatchment, 

Dear  Sir, 

your  very  hhb.  serv*, 

JOHN  BONDFIELD. 
Direcfedf 

The  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  President  of  Council  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Pennsylvania. 


882  PENNSTLVANIA  AJElOHiyiiS  1778. 

Navy  Board  to  President  Whartoh,  1778. 

TroBtoo,  March  5tb,  1778. 

S', 

Tho  Board  received  a  Letter  from  General  WaahiDgton,  deaoing 
OS  to  take  out  the  Cannon,  &c.y  from  the  Galleys,  and  then  carrj 
them  to  a  Creek  and  sink  them,  a  copy  of  which  letter  yonr  £xod* 
lency  has  inclosed.  The  Galleys  are  now  fitted,  and  aome  failea 
down  as  low  as  Borden  Town^  and,  had  not  a  apell  of  very  bad 
weather  come  on,  they  would  have  been  as  far  as  Burlington.  The 
People  on  both  sides  the  River  are  very  uneasy,  and  fear  they  shall 
be  plundered,  if  the  Galleys  do  not  protect  them,  and  as  we  can 
compleatly  man  six  or  seven  of  the  Galleys,  we  think  they  will 
protect  the  River,  and  prevent  any  of  their  craft  from  coming  up 
to  plunder  the  Towns  and  Inhabitants  alon^  the  shores,  which  they 
certainly  will,  if  the  Galleys  are  totally  laid  by.  If  they  are  laid 
by,  all  the  vessels  at  Borden  Town  will  soon  be  destroyed,  aa  two  or 
three  small  Boats  may  easily  do  it.  The  General's  letter  we  showed 
to  Governor  Livingston,  who  advises,  by  no  means,  to  sink  the 
Galleys.  We  have  sent  this  off  by  Express  to  your  Ezoellencyi 
praying  your  advice  and  order  on  this  matter.  How  we  shall  re- 
move the  Cannon  I  cannot  tell,  as  we  can  find  no  carriage  to  cuiy 
them.  Mr.  Panoas  was  here  some  time  ago,  and  said  he  would  send 
some  Travelling  carriages  to  us,  but  we  have  never  hea^  any  Thing 
more  from  him.  If  your  Excellency  would  send  to  Col.  Flower, 
and  ask  him  to  forward  the  Carriages  down,  we  would  then  easiiy 
remove  the  Cannon. 

I  am, 
By  Order  of  the  Board, 

your  most  obedient  serv*, 

W'M  BRADFORD. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 
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Oenbbal  Washington  to  Navy  Board,  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  March  2cl,  1778. 
QenHemen, 

Ab  ihe  Galliea  can  now  be  of  no  aerrioe  in  the  Biver,  and  the 
Enemy  have  it  in  th&t  Power  to  get  them  into  their  Poeseaaion, 
with  all  thttr  Gannon  and  Stores,  I  beg  leave  strongly  to  recommend 
it  to  the  Boftfd,  without  delay,  to  evacuate  them  of  their  Gannon 
and  Stores,  and  removing  these  to  a  place  of  security,  in  some  inte- 
rior Part  of  the  Gountry — to  carry  the  Galleys  up  into  some  of  the 
Greeks  and  have  them  sunk.  If  there  should  be  any  other  Vessels 
belonging  to  the  State  in  the  River,  I  would  mean  to  comprehend 
them,  and  if  there  ahoold  be  any  Stores  at  Borden  Town,  or  other 
Plaoea  on  the  Biver,  these  also  ought  tp  be  removed  to  a  place  of 
Safety.  We  can  reap  no  advantage  from  keeping  the  Oallies,  Can- 
non and  Stores,  in  such  an  exposed  situation,  and  if  they  should  Ml 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  which  they  would  in  all  probability 
do,  the  Gallies  would  be  useful  to  them,  and  the  Cannon  and  Stores 
would  be  no  inconsiderable  loss  to  us. 
lam. 
Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient  serv*, 

Q'  WASHINGTON  * 

(Copy.) 


Mbmorial  op  Council  and  Assemblt  to  Congress,  1778: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  Bepresentation  of  the  President  &  Council,  and  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania-f 

The  great  importance  of  establishing  the  necessary  magazines  for 
the  Continental  army,  and  the  dependance  which  we  a^rehended 
Congress  had  on  the  exertions  of  this  State,  to  obtain  Wheat  and 
Flour  for,  this  purpose,  have  induced  the  Council  and  General  As- 
sembly to  enquire  what  has  been  the  occasion  of  the  delay  in  this 
business,  and  to  trace  the  misunderstanding  which  has  arisen  to  the 
place  where  it  took  rise^  and,  if  possible,  to  remedy  the  mbtakes 
which  have  been  made,  before  it  is  too  late.    The  General  Assembly 

*  Referred  to  in  foregoing. 
^     t  Referred  to  Min.  Coun  ,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  134. 
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rejoioiDg  in  an  opportunity  of  showing  their  zeal  in  forwardiDg  the 
meaaures  of  Congreaa,  with  the  utmoat  readiness  passed  a  law  for 
the  express  purpose  of  filling  the  magazines.  Thej  may  have  been 
mistaken  in  their  opinion  that  it  was  well  calonlated  to  answer  the 
intention,  but,  if  they  were,  there  has  been  no  attempt  Uiat  we 
know  of,  to  show  that  this  has  been  the  case,  nor  upon  reviewiDg  it, 
do  they  now  see  any  material  defect  in  it.  And,  with  respeot  to 
the  intention  of  the  house,  it  is  a  ciroumstanoe  much  in  thdr  &foar, 
that  there  is  not  a  disaffected  or  doubtful  character,  as  far  as  we 
know,  among  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  this  State. 
Upon  looking  over  the  instructions  given  by  the  Board  of  War  to 
their  superintendants,  we  are  compelled  to  express  our  astonishment 
at  the  contempt  with  which  they  treat  the  lawi  of  the  state.  They 
not  only  supercede  our  appointments,  but  they  expressly  order  their 
superintendants  to  determine  concerning  the  conduct  of  our  com- 
missioners, and,  if  they  shall  think  proper,  to  appoint  othen  to 
execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  our  laws.  They  give  orden 
respecting  the  impressing  of  Mills  &  Waggons — the  exempting  of 
Millers,  Coopers,  &c.,  from  Militia  duty,  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
laws  of  the  State.  And  even  their  Superintendants  take  upon  them 
to  grant  authority  to  the  millers  whom  they  shall  think  proper  to 
appoint,  to  seize  wheat  in  the  straw,  without  any  necessity  shown 
to  any  officer  of  the  State,  or  authority,  or  assistance  of  any  kind  to 
be  asked  from  it.  An  earnest  desire  to  avoid  controversies,  which 
would  tend  to  delay  the  publick  service  a  single  moment,  would 
induce  us,  as  individuals  of  the  State,  to  struggle  under  many  diffi- 
culties and  to  contend  with  great  hardships,  before  we  shoald  he 
heard  to  complain.  But  how  can  we,  as  the  representatives  of  a 
people  which  is  taught  to  consider  itself  as  sovereign,  free  and 
independent,  answer  to  our  constituents  for  a  neglect  to  enqnire 
By  what  authority  any  power  on  earth  shall  affect  to  annul  and 
control  the  laws  vf  the  State.  How  ridiculous  must  we  appear  in 
the  eves  of  all  the  world,  after  assuming  such  a  character,  if  we 
should  permit  any  persons  whatever  to  exercise  unbounded  &  nncon* 
troled  power  over  us.  It  would  be  below  the  dignity  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  such  a  people  to  complain  of  an  attempt  of  this  kindi 
as  much  as  it  would  be  to  withdraw  their  assistance  in  the  common 
cause,  from  motives  of  petulance  or  resentment. 

The  posture  in  which  this  State  now  stands  strugling  with  the 
enemy,  possessed  of  her  Capital,  the  disaffected  waiting,  on  cveiy 
hand,  for  an  opportunity  of  overturning  her,  requires  the  effort  of 
a  Hercules  to  save  herself.  But  how  must  she  feel  when  the 
weapons  of  her  friends,  aimed  at  the  enemy,  have  pierced  her  vitalS) 
and  demand  her  immediate  attention  to  a  wound  that  may  disable 
or  destroy  her.     Wisdom  only  can  save  her. 

The  orders  issued  by  the  superintendants  to  our  Commissioners, 
to  stop  purchasing  of  Wheat  and  Flour,  has  thrown  this  basiDess 
into  confusion,  and  in  several  places  brought  it  wholly  ta  a  stand. 
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This  oonfufflon  has  been  greatly  increased,  as  it  is  said,  by  the 
Qaarter  Masters,  and  others  offering  a  higher  price  for  grain  and 
forage  than  the  law  directs,  which,  we  fear,  will  be  attended  with 
▼ery  pernicious  and  dangerous  consequences.  It  has  already 
alanned  the  people  and  raised  their  expectations  of  a  higher  price, 
as  appears  by  a  representation  made,  on  this  subject,  to  the  General 
Assembly,  by  Col.  Watson,  one  of  the  commissioners,  which  may 
probably  induce  a  necessity  of  reconsidering  the  prices  already 
mentioned. 

The  commissioners  were  supplied  w*^  money  by  the  Council  as  soon 
as  it  was  possible  after  receiving  it  from  Cfongress,  and  there  was 
every  reason  to  hope  that  the  magazines  would  have  been  filled  with 
the  greatest  expedition,  by  a  general  effort  of  the  people :  But  after 
what  has  happened,  we  dare  not  take  upon  us  *to  answer  for  the 
success  of  our  endeavours;  yet  we  are  willing  to  exert  every  power 
we  possess  in  this,  or  any  other  line,  to  serve  the  General  cause  of 
America. 

The  attention  which  the  affairs  of  the  State  require,  would  most 
effectually  have  prevented  a  wish  in  the  legislature  to  meddle  with 
Continental  affairs ; —  but  they  could  not  refuse  to  give  their  assist- 
ance therein,  when  asked;  and  the  same  disposition  which  induced 
them  to  act  will  induce  them  to  withdraw  whenever  that  assistance  is 
unnecessary ;  or  to  renew  the  effort  in  a  way,  which  may  promise  more 
success,  when  either  can  be  done  with  honour  to  the  State.  We 
confide  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  and  consider  the  confusion  which 
has  arisen,  as  the  effect  of  a  distressing  emergency;  and  therefore  wish 
that  the  mode  of  establishing  of  the  Magazines  may  be  again  taken 
into  consideration,  and  adjusted  upon  some  plan  which  may  be 
effectual,  and  we  assure  the  Congress  that  there  is  not  ^ny  thing 
which  they  ought  to  ask  of  us,  but  what  we  shall  with  the  utmost 
readiness  afford  them,  and  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  supporting  a 
cause  on  the  success  of  which,  our  lives,  our  liberty,  and  everything 
worthy  of  being  valued  by  Freemen  are  depending. 

We  should  feel  ourselves  very  unhappy,  if  any  thing  contained  in 
this  representation  should  be  considered  as  an  evidence  of  our  seeking 
cause  of  complaint;  yet  we  cannot  forbear  to  mention  that  we  do 
most  earnestly  desire,  that  no  inhabitant  of  this  State  who  has  re- 
fused or  neglected  to  give  assurance  of  allegiance  to  it,  may  be 
appointed  by  Congress,  or  by  any  under  them,  to  an  office  which 
may  require  him,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  to  go  out  of  the 
County,  of  his  residence ;  otherwise  the  executive  powers  of  the 
government  will  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  seeing  the  laws  openly 
violated ;  or  of  arresting  such  officer,  when  found  out  of  the  county 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  confining  him  until  he  shall  give  assurance 
of  allegiance  to  the  State  according  to  law :  A  dilemma  which  we 
hope  they  may  not  be  compelled  into.  And  as  the  Waggon  service 
is  of  great  importance,  we  should  be  wanting  in  the  respect  which 
wc  owe  to  Congress,  if  we  omitted  to  mention  that  the  delay  of  pay- 
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ment  for  their  former  servioes  is  plead  by  the  people  as  an  ezcoae  for 
.  their  unwillingness,  and,  in  several  insfcanoes,  absolate  refusal  of 
whole  townships  to  render  further  seryioe  in  thb  waj. 
March  6, 1778.* 


John  Arndt  to  Pbesidbnt  Whaeton,  1778. 

Near  Easton,  Maroh  6th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Wee  have  reodvcd  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  February,  by  the 
hand  of  Jacob  Amdt,  Esq.,  together  with  18,000  Dollars  to  be  laid 
out  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  also  another  Circular  letter 
of  the  24th  ulto. 

Agreeable  thereto,  wee  have  hired  Assistants  in  different  parts  of 
this  County  for  the  speedy  Collecting  of  beef,  pork,  Cattle,  and  swine, 
that  may  be  found  nt  for  use,  wee  ^have  likewise  sent  two  men  to 
Wioming  to  make  purchases  there  if  any  can  be  made,  wee  are  not 
yet  Informed  what  success  they  have  met  with. 

Within  this  County  wee  have  little  hope  of  procuring  a  large 
number  of  Cattle  or  swine  at  this  time  of  year,  there  being  large 
hospitals  in  the  Towns  of  Easton,  Bethlehem,  and  Northampton, 
where  considerable  quantities  of  Provision  is  consumed. 

With  regard  to  Forage  it  is  very  difficult  for  us  to  procure  much, 
except  the  Bran,  Aic.,  of  wheat,  as  Col.|Hooper  in  the  quarter  master's 
department  allows  to  pay  the  following  prices,  Viz'  for  a  Bushel  of 
rye  12s.,  for  a  bushel  of  Oats  or  Spelts  7s.  6.  and  for  a  bushel  of 
Indian  Com  99.  which  prices  are  higher  than  wee  are  authorizad  to 
pay  by  law,  and  farmers  will  sell  for  the  highest  prices,  &  those  that 
are  Ignorant  of  the  law  will  call  us  cheats  for  not  offering  the  same 
that  is  paid  them  in  said  department. 

Wee  have  made  some  progress  in  collecting  and  purchasing  of 
wheat  and  flour,  wee  have  mills  Employed  to  manufacture  the  wheat 
as  fast  as  can  be. 

Wee  are  Sir, 

your  Most  Hum*  Serv^ 

JOHN  ARNDT, 
DAVID  DEYSLOW. 
Dtrectedf 
On  publick  service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas.  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lanoaster. 

♦•Referred  to  in  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  434,  where  there  appears  a  blank 
left  for  it,  also  p.  436. 
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Jamks  Young  to  Council,  1778. 

Beading;  March  7di;  1778. 
Sir, 

This  day  three  of  the  waggoners  that  left  camp  without  leave  came 
here  from  Northampton  County  to  cive  Evidence  in  hehalf  of  Michael 
Snyder,  the  Assistant  Waggon  Master  of  their  Brigade,  who  was 
brought  here  under  Guard  and  Committed  to  Gkol,  as  the  Hon'hie 
Council  directed.  I  had  them  examined  on  oath  before  Henry  Crest, 
Esq.— They  all  declared  that  he  was  not  privy  to  their  desertion, 
they  said  the  reason  of  their  going  off  was  that  they  were  not  ao- 
commidated  with  things  necessary  to  stay,  the  County  Waggon  Master, 
Mr.  Kreider  having  told  them  before  setting  off  that  they  would  be 
but  eieht  days  from  home,  he  therefore  deciev'd  those  men,  Mr. 
David  Deshler  who  came  here  with  them  informs  me  that  Mr.  Krei- 
dor's  design  was  to  induce  them  to  go  more  willinglv,  there  he  was 
mistaken,  as  the  orders  from  Council  of  the  29th  Jan  y  informed  him 
that  they  were  to  stay  in  Camp  until  relieved  bv  others,  I  have  wrote 
him  on  me  subject,  Michael  Snyder  is  extreamly  weU  recommended 
to  me  by  the  most  reputable  people  of  the  County  of  Nor"  for  the 
good  services  he  has  done  to  our  Common  Cause,  he  twice  led  to 
Uamp  a  finll  Company  of  Militia,  &  was  otherwise  very  active  in  the 
waggon  service,  for  these  reasons,  I  order'd  him  to  be  discharged 
from  confinement,  which  I  hope  the  Hon'ble  Council  will  approve  of. 

The  inclosed  Circular  letters  to  the  County  Waggon  Master  I  beg 

{ou  will  forward  as  soon  as  you  can,  those  to  Berks  and  Northampton 
have  sent  by  Mr.  David  Deshler. 
I  am  with  great  respect 

Sir,  your  very 

humble  Servant, 

JAS.  YOUNG. 
P.  S.  Four  Waggoners  wereDrown'd  by  their  imprudent  behaviour; 
it  was  dark|  nine  Waggons  &  about  20  horses  lost. 
Directed, 

To  l^mothy  Matlack,  Esq.j'Secretary  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Lancaster. 

On  public  Service. 
Favonr'd  by 

Capt.  Samuel  Morris. 
Vol.  VI.— 15 


888  PENNSYLVANIA  AXOHIVES  1778. 

Gbneral  Washinqton,  to  Pkesibbht  Whauton,  1778. 

Vallej  Forge,  7«*  March,  1778. 
Sir, 

There  is  nothing  I  have  more  at  Heart  tiian  tq  dii»harge  the  great 
Poties  incumbent  op  me  with  the  strictest  Attention  to  the  ease  ft 
Convenience  of  the  People,  every  Instance  therefore,  of  Hardafaip  or 
oppression,  exercised  by  the  officers  of  any  Department  under  my 
immediate  Gontroul  gives  me  the  most  sensible  concern,  ft  should  be 
immediately  punished  if  Complaints  were  properly  made  &  smpported. 
That  there  has  been  some  foundation  for  such  Complaints  ft  that 
they  have  affected  the  service,  I  cannot  doubt,  from  the  great  delay 
and  Backwardness  of  the  people  in  forwarding  Supplies  and  affording 
the  means  of  Transportation.  Until  the  late  Wa^n  Law  of  this 
State  was  passed,  there  bein^  no  means  of  procuring  the  service  of 
the  Inhabitants  but  by  Military  compulsion,  Quarter  Masters  and 
Commissaries  from  the  Necessity  of  the  case  seem  to  have  been  jua- 
tified  in  impressing,  tho'  in  many  instances  perhaps  it  has  been  done 
with  Gircupistances  of  Terror  ft  hardship  which  they  ought  to  have 
avoided.  But  when  the  Legislature  had,  by  a  Law,  made  an 
Arrangment  ft  put  this  important  Service  under  the  Care  of  thdi 
own  officers,  it  was  my  full  Determination,  by  eveiy  means  in  my 
power,  to  support  the  law  that  had  passed,  ft  avail  myself  of  the 
resources  of  the  State  in  the  mode  pointed  out,  under  a  full  Con- 
fidence that  the  Wisdom  &  Forecast  which  had  marked  out  such  a 
Plan  would  be  accompanied  with  proportionate  Zeal  ft  Effioaey  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  Perhaps,  Sir,  I  aqi  not  saffidently  iafbrmed 
to  judge  properly  where  the  present  Defect  lies,  ft  therefore  avoid 
imputing  Blame  to  any.  But  I  would  wish  you  ft  the  gentlemen  in 
Authority  with  you,  to  be  assured,  that  nothing  would  give  me  more 
Satisfaction  than  to  see  the  Powers  of  the  Government  so  effectual 
for  the  supply  ft  accomodation  of  the  Army,  as  to  take  away  not  only 
the  Necessity  but  even  pretenee  of  using  any  other  than  the  ordinaiy 
Civil  Authority.  Give  me  leave  further  to  remark,  that  the  Army 
seems  to  have  a  peculiar  Claim  to  the  Exertions  of  the  gentlemen  <^ 
this  State,  to  make  its  present  situation  as  convenient  as  possible,  u 
it  was  greatly  owing  to  their  apprehensions  ft  anxieties,  expressed  in 
a  Memorial  to  Congress,  that  the  present  position  was  had,  where 
with  unparallel'd  Patience  they  have  gone  thro'  a  severe  ft  ineleoient 
Winter,  unprovided  with  any  of  those  Conveniences  ft  Comfeits 
which  are  usually  the  Soldiers  lot  after  the  Duty  of  the  field  is  over. 

This  will  be  delivered  you  by  the  Dep*  Qnaf  Master  Oenenl 
Lutterloh,  whose  Expectations  of  Waggons  for  the  transportation  of 
Supplies  to  Camp,  as  well  as  ordinary  Camp  Duty  have  by  no  means 
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bean  so  fiiOy  aasirered  m  he  ezpeoted.  To  wb^i  eauae  ibiti  Dieap- 
pointment  is  owing  yon  will  doabtlees  diaoofern^n  eonfereooe  yritk 
bim^  &  if  it  ehall  appear  to  proceed  from  the  Miacondact  of  any 
officer  acconntable  to  me^  I  beg  you  will  furnish  me  with  Proof  of 
snob  Mai  practioes  that  I  may  apply  a  snitable  Bemedy.  Bnt  if 
onr  diffienlties  flow  from  a  dereotive  Execution  of  the  Law  of  the 
State,  I  tniflt  year  pnUick  Spirit  &  Begard  to  the  great  Oanse  in 
whiob  we  ave  engaged  will  indnce  yon  to  Strengthen  what  may  be 
found  weak,  &  quidcen  what  may  be  found  languid  b  Sluggish. 

The  necessities  of  the  Seryice,  Sir,  are  great,  the  Duty  required^ 
I  aeknowlfidge  is  bnrtben^ome  &  difficult  at  this  inelem^it  aeaaon, 
but  it  cannot  be  dispensed  with.    The  Army  &  the  Country  bare  I 
Mutual  Dependance  upon  each  otheri  &  it  is  of  the  last  importance 
that  their  sereral  duties  should  be  so  regulated  &  inforoed  as  to  pro* 
dnce  not  only  the  greatest  Harmony  &  good  understanding,  but  the 
truest  happiness  &  Comfort  to  each;  depending  therefore  upon  a  due 
&  early  attention  to  this  important  Business  £  pv(wiising  myself  no 
small  Belief  from  our  present  Difficulties, 
I  ami 
Sir,  with  due  Bespect 
&  Begard, 

Tour  most  Obed*  Sery*. 

Q\  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  haye  Beceiyed  a  Letter  from 
Colo.  Gibson,  at  Lancaster,  dated  the  2*  InaC,  Extract  of  which,  with 
bis  orders  to  the  Quarter  Master,  and  the  answer  I  enclose,  to  show 
how  much  we  are  distressed  eyen  in  small  matters  ;  but  our  sufferings 
in  Camp  for  want  of  Forage  b  Waggons  is  beyond  all  description. 

6*  W— n.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Qoy '  Wharton. 


BoABx>  OF  Wab  and  Ordnancb  to  Pbksidhnt  Wharton, 

1778. 

War  &  Ordnance  Office,  7  March,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  haye  the  honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency  the  Besolutions  of 
CongTes$,f  recommending  it  to  Uie  youuff  Gentlemen  of  property,  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylyania,  to  form  a  Volunteer  Troop  or  Troops  of 

«  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  486.  t  See  page  828. 
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Ligfit  Cavaliy;  annexed  thereto  is  a  deseriptiYe  List  of  Aooovftn* 
menu  neoesnry  to  be  provided  for  (heir  taking  the  field. 
I  am  with  great  respeot, 

Your  Exoellenc/s  most  ob* 

Humble  Servant^ 

HOBATIO  6AT£S, 
Flrendent 

Directed, 

Hie  Exoellency  Thomas  Wharton;  J',  Preeid*  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


PeBSIBBITT  of  GONOBB88  TO  PRBSIBBIIT  WhabtoK;  1778. 

York  Town,  7  March,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  1**  Inst..  I  addressed  your  Exoollenoy  by  the  hand  of  Mes- 
senger MoKonxy. 

lour  Exoeliency  will  be  pleased  to  receive  under  this  cover,  aa 
Act  of  Congress  of  the  present  date,  recommending  to  hold  on 
Wednesday,  the  22'  April,  a  general  Fast  throughout  these  States.* 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 
With  great  Begard, 
Sir, 
Your  Excellency's 

Obedient  humble 
Servant, 

HENBY  LAUBENS, 
President  of  Oongress. 

Directed, 

On  public  service,  Henry  Laurens.  His  Excellency  Thomas 
Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Coundi  ai 
Pennsylvania,  Ac,  &c.,  Lancaster. 

*  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  488,  for  the  prpoUimatio&  by  the  Coimeil  for 
the  fast 
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BbSOLUTION  of  CONQBBSSy  1778. 

In  GoDgresS;  Maroh  7%  1778. 

Whereas  Almighty  God^  in  the  righteous  dispensation  of  his  pro- 
yidenoe^  hath  permitted  the  continnation  of  a  cruel  and  desolating 
-war  in  our  lana :  and  it  being,  at  all  times,  the  duty  of  a  people  to 
acknowledge  God  in  all  his  ways,  and  more  especially  to  humble 
themselves  before  him  when  evident  tokens  of  his  displeasure  are 
manifested,  to  acknowledge  his  righteous  government,  confess  and 
forsake  their  evil  ways  and  implore  his  mercy : 
Besolvedy 

Iliat  it  be  recommended  to  the  United  States  of  America  to  set 
apart  Wednesday,  the  22"^  day  of  April  next,  to  be  observed  as  a 
day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer,  that,  at  one  time  and  with 
one  voice,  the  inhabitants  may  acdmowledge  the  righteous  dispensa- 
tions of  divine  providence,  and  confess  their  iniquities  and  trans- 
gressions, for  which  the  land  moumeth;  that  they  may  implore  the 
merey  and  foigiveness  ef  God,  and  beseech  him  that  vice,  pro&ne» 
seas,  extortion,  and  every  evil  may  be  done  away,  and  that  we  may 
be  a  reformed  and  happy  people ;  that  they  may  unite  in  humble 
and  earnest  supplication  that  it  may  please  Almi^h^  God  to  guard 
and  defend  ns  agunst  our  enemies,  and  give  vigor  and  snooess  to 
our  military  operationg  by  sea  and  land  3  that  it  may  please  him  to 
bless  the  civU  rulers  and  people,  strengthen  and  perpetuate  our 
union,  and,  in  his  own  good  tune,  establish  U4  in  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  our  rights  and  liberties;  that  it  may  please  him  to 
bless  our  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  xnake  them  nurse- 
ries of  true  piety,  virtue  and  useful  knowledge ;  that  it  may  please 
him  to  cause  the  earth  to  yield  its  increase,  and  to  crown  the  year 
with  his  goodness. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States 
to  abstain  on  that  day  from  labour  and  recreation. 

Attest, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


BOBBBT  LbVBBS  TO  COTTNCIL,  1778. 

Easton,  March  7th,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

nbis  day  I  have  received  yonr  Favor  with  Six  marriage  Licences. 
This  Evening  Mr.  John  Goraon  came  into  Easton.  Several  persons 
have  been  with  me,  and  are  desirous  he  should  be  confined  or  bound 
in  heavy  Security,  I  am  at  a  loss  herein,  as  no  Information  against  him 
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is  lodged  with  me.  It  is  true  Col.  Dean  tells  me,  that  there  is  a 
Person  now  in  Eastoa  that  he  belieyes  is  able  to  prove  M'  Ooidoa 
was  in  Philad*  since  he  left  this  placOi  bat  then  he  says  agun, 
then  tte  pfodentiAl  Reasons  why  thb  person  should  not  appeir, 
becanse  himself  has  lately  been  in  there>  Drought  ont  seme  YalaaUe 
e&otSy  has  many  connections  therOi  Friends  to  the  canssi  &  mon 
effects^  &  should  he  lodge  any  Information  against  M'  Gordoni  hia 
Friends  in  Philad*  migbt  suffer.  And  without  some  new  mAtier, 
I  do  not  see  how  I  can  call  on  H'  Gordon.  He  has  Yolontaiilj 
taken  the  oath,  the  Justice  who  administered  it,  M'  John  Andt, 
of  equal  authority  with  myself,  did  not  think  proper  to  demand 
security  as  he  came  yoluntarilj,  not  knowing  M'  Gordon  had  beea 
before  me,  &  that  I  had  insisted  on  his  giving  Security,  but  had  left 
him  on  his  Paroll  tiU  the  next  morning.  I  say,  notwithstandiogall 
this,  I  do  not  see,  according  ta  the  acts  of  assembly,  by  wbat 
authority  I  can  legally  demand  Mis  entering  into  Security,  unlefl 
something  be  alled^ed  aminst  him,  either  in  Proof  or  on  prolMble 
Grounds  of  suspicion.  Ub  father,  I  am  persuaded,  is  a  fixed,  de- 
termined enemy  of  the  American  states;  but  then  his  Father  ii 
wearing  away,  lately  lost  his  wife,  and  peevish  at  times  to  ehil^A- 
ness ;  and  the/  he  is  capable  of  b«ing  a  dangerous  man,  yet  I  riit* 
cerely  pity  him.  Now  I  have  mentioned  tiiis,  it  is  neeeaaaiy  to 
say,  that  M'  Gordon  has  lately  leased  the  Ferry  to  dne  Jacob  Abd  asd 
one  Peter  Ealer;  I  have  nothing  against  the  men,  they  have  botit 
taken  the  <Mith  of  allegiance,  but  yet.  in  Justice  to  my  Ckraatay,  I 
must  add.  that  I  have  my  Fears ;  tho^  I  can  alledge  nothiiw  aganst 
them,  I  do  not  think  the  Test  was  an  oily  Pill,  nor  do  I  think  tiiej 
ever  were  or  have  been  cordial  Friends  to  Independency,  the  j9nad 
Baris,  at  this  Orisb,  of  American  liberty.  Theae  are  my  sagges- 
tions,  founded  only  upon  general  observation.  ^  The  Ferry  at  Bastoa 
is  an  important  pass,  and  the  more  so  from  the  great  quantity  of 
stores  that  fre^uentlv  are  here  lodged ;  and  during  the  prosent  con- 
test, I  oouM  sincerenr  wish,  whikt  the  Enemy  are  in  possesden  of 
our  metropolis,  the  Vertj  on  both  sides,  &  of  Lehigh,  were  in  tko 
hands  of  the  public,  and  the  FoSKssors  thereof  allowed  ajpioper 
compeiiaatloiL  Thenr  is  no  Guardkept  there  now,  and  if  the  Enemj 
can  think  this  place  an  object  worthy  notice,  I  do  not  see  what  is  to 
hinder  them  effectina;  its  destruction.  A  Guard  at  the  Feny  nuT 
seem  of  no  moment,  but  it  is  a  Guard,  and  may  be  the  cause  of  pro- 
venting  many  dangeroua  schemes  to  be  attempted.  Excuse  me,  and 
believe  me  to  be 

Sir,  with  tiie  greatest  Respect, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

BOBEBT  LEVfiBa 

To  Timothy  Hatlack,  Esquire^  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
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James  Young  to  Council,  1778. 

Beading,  8th  Maroh,  1778. 
8ir, 

Thifl  goes  by  Bzpreas  from  Coll.  Latterloh,  with  letters  from  his 
Exoellenoy  G^n^  Washington  to  Council.  Coll.  Latterloh  has  re- 
presented to  me  by  orders  of  his  Exoellenoy,  that  not  any  Waggons 
can  be  had  from  *Philad%  Chester,  nor  Bucks  Counties,  I  have, 
therefore,  directed  their  Quotas  to  be  sent  from  Lancaster,  Berks  & 
North*  Counties.  As  the  army  is  in  great  want  of  Waggons,  I 
beg  leave  to  prq)OBe  to  Council  that  they  would  please  to  order  a 
Number  of  Waggons  to  go  from  York  &  Cumberland  Counties  4o 
the  Camp,  &  there  to  remain  until  relieyed  by  others  from  said 
Counties.  As  the  Counties  of  Lancaster,  Berks  &  Northampton  will 
be  too  much  Distressed  if  they  are  to  supply  the  whole  of  the  Army. 
I  an,  very  Bespeotfully, 

Sir,  your  very  Humble  ServS 

JA-  YOUNa. 

The  Waggons  frt>m  York  &  Cumb'  should  load  on  the  W.  side 
of  Susquahana  with  Commissarys  stores^  Coll.  Lutterloh  informs 
xne  there  is  plenty  there. 

Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  state  of  Penns% 
Lancaster,  on  public  service. 

^  Express. 


Col.  Waltbb  Stewart  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp,  March  8th,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  nrach  afruid  your  Excellency  will  think  me  troublesome  on 
the  subject  of  Cloathing,  but  when  vou  Consider  my  Honour,  the 
credit  of  my  Begiment,  and  the  Health  of  my  men  are  concerned, 
flatter  myself  you  will  excuse  it. 

The  time  is  now  approaching  when  they  should  be  manouvering, 
but  Instead  of  their  doing  that,  for  want  of  common  necessaries, 
they  are  obliged  to  be  confined  to  their  Houses ;  shoes  and  stockings 
I  have  received  a  sufficient  sunply  of,  through  different  channels, 
ftnd  shall  not,  therefore,  trouble  your  Excellency  and  the  Council 
for  those  Articles.  Colonel  Farmer,  who  now  goes  to  Lancaster  to 
do  some  business  for  the  Begiment,  will  be  able  to  make  you  better 
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ao(}aaiiited  with  my  situation,  to  him,  thezefore  I  refer  your  Sxcd- 
lency.    And  am 

D'  Sir,  y.  Excellency's 

Most  obed*  Hble.  Serv*, 

WALTER  STEWART,  Col., 
13**  P.  B^. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Tho^  Wharton,  Jun',  President  of  the  Honble   ' 
Executive  Council  at  Lancaster. 


ROBBBT  LbVBRS  TO  COUNCIL,  1778. 

Easton,  March  8%  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Herewith  I  send  to  you  a  Duplicate  Certificate  of  Col.  Hooper'a 
having  taken  the  Oaths  agreeaUe  to  the  Resolve  of  Congress— with 
M*  Lerch's,  b 

I  am  Sir, 

with  great  Respect, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 
Directed. 

To  Timothjr  Mattlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Commouwealtli 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


ROBBET  LbVBES  TO  COUNCIL,  1778. 

Easton,  March  8«^,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

1  wrote  you  yesterday  and  some  time  before  relative  to  H'  Jobn 
Gordon. 

On  or  about  the  18^  of  hist  month  he  came  to  this  Place,  aft^>a 
absence  of  many  months.  Some  litUe  time  before  the  Britisk 
Troops  marched  into  Phil%  M'  Gordon  went  thither;  was  in  tbe 
City  at  the  Time  the  British  Army  entered,  and  continued  then 
for  some  time  afterwards.  Some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Towd, 
Friends  to  the  States,  expressing  an  uneasiness  at  his  coming  hm 
at  the  critical  Time  he  did,  when  a  Report  prevailed  that  the  £nemj 
had  been  as  high  up  as  Tohiccon.  I  judged  it  necessary  to  call  oa 
him,  and  he  being  of  a  suspicious  Character,  and  from  his  long 
vduntary  Continuance  in  Philad''  with  the  Enemy,  required  tbst 
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lie  shonld  sign  a  Parol!,  and  remain  in  Easton  nniil  the  Pleasure 
of  the  Sapreme  Ezecntiye  Council  should  be  known  oonceming 
him.  He  objected  to  it,  and  said  he  was  willing  to  take  the 
Oath  to  be  true  to  the  States;  but  I  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
necessary  he  shoud  give  some  other  Security,  agreeably  to  a  late 
act  of  Assembly.  He  desired  time  till  the  next  morning,  which 
was  granted ;  and  in  the  afternoon  he  went  out  of  Town  to  John 
Amdt,  Esquire,  and  took  the  Oath  of  AHe^anoe  before  him,  and 
the  next  day  left  Easton.  On  my  seeing  Mr.  Amdt,  he  asi^ured  me 
that  if  he  had  known  he  had  been  before  me,  he  woud  have  de- 
manded Security  also,  but  as  he  came  voluntarily  before  him,  he 
readily  gave  him  the  Oath  without  any  further  Enquiry.  Thus  it 
remained  till  yester  Evening,  ib  this  morning,  when  several  persons 
eame  to  me,  particularly  Col.  Dean  &  Col.  Clymer,  &  desired  that  I 
woud  send  for  M' Gordon,  for  there  was  too  much  Reason  to  believe 
he  had  been  in  Philadelphia  since  he  had  taken  the  Oath;  and 
accordingly  I  wrote,  acquainting  him  that  I  expected  to  see  him  at 
my  hou^e  without  delay^  and  to  assign  to  me  the  reasons  why  he 
refused  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  give  Security  when 
called  on  by  me,  but  ho  did  not  ohuse  to  take  any  notice  thereof; 
therefore,  after  a  few  hours  had  elapsed,  I  sent  the  Constable  for 
him  with  a  Warrant,  who  brought  him  before  me  this  Evening, 
and  on  my  Bnauiry,  why  he  did  not  think  proper  to  wait  on  me, 
when  I  treated  him  with  so  much  Civility,  he  was  rather  imperti- 
nent, and  said  as  much  that  he  did  not  know  he  had  any  business 
to  dance  after  me.  I  gave  him  to  understand  that  there  was  too 
much  Oround  for  Suspicion  that  he  had  been  in  Philadelphia  since 
he  had  taken  the  Oath,  and  required  of  him  to  sign  a  Paroll,  or  to 
give  Security  for  his  strict  Allegiance  to  the  States^  but  rather 
insisted  on  the  former,  which  I  took  and  here  enclose. 

I  have  been  in  this  matter  more  circumstantial  than  was  neccs- 
8anr,  because  that  my  whole  Conduct  herein  might  be  seen. 

I  beg  you  will  please  to  lay  this  matter  ^fore  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  whose  Orders  therein  I  shall  chearfully  obey. 

There  are  several  Persons  I  hear  in  Easton  who  have  lately  come 
ornt  of  Philad%  particularly  Israel  Jacobs,  who  is  suspected  to  be  too 
much  in  the  Interest  of  our  adversaries ;  how  this  .may  be  I  cannot 
say,  but  his  Daughters,  who  had  been  in  Easton  for  several  Months, 
went  about  four  weeks  ago  into  Philadelphia  and  there  remain.  He 
ifl  a  Relation  of  Myer  Hart,  who  lives  in  Easton,  one  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain's  Commissaries  under  David  Franks.  I  wish  those 
who  are  out  woud  keep  out,  and  those  who  are  in  were  obliged  to 
remain  there.  For  I  cannot  'but  conceive  that  too  many  come  out 
with  a  view  of  carrying  in  Intelligence. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 
15* 


946  PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVES  1778. 

March  9th,  1778. 

Dear  Sir| 

This  morniiig,  as  no  Informauon  had  been  regularly  lodged  vith 
me,  I  sent  for  Mr.  Jacobs,  who  attended.  The  Reason  he  asagns 
for  coming  into  these  Parts  is,  that  there  is  Bent  due  on  the  hoaac 
he  lived  in  at  Philadelphia,  now  occupied  by  the  Enemy,  belongiog 
to  the  Bingham  Family.  That  Mr.  Bingham  in  Philadelphia  re- 
fosed  to  receive  the  Bent  bat  in  hard  money,  &  that  he  is  come  oat 
in  order  to  pay  the  Bent  to  Mrs.  Biugham  at  Allen  Town,  about 
£130.  I  do  not  conceive  I  have  a  legal  Bight  to  call  any  to  an 
account  without  a  proper  Information  made  to  me  as  a  magistnte, 
nevertheless,  aa  a  virtuous  Citizen  and  a  true  Friend  to  the  caoae  of 
Liberty  &  of  the  United  States,  I  have  taken  a  ParoU  from  Mr. 
Jacobs,  here  enclosed.  There  are  several  Persons  continually  goia£ 
up  and  down,  and  it  is  asserted  into  Philadelphia.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  be  favored  with  a  Line  from  you,  and  with  the  sentiments  of 
Council  concerning  this  my  conduct,  and  what  line  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued in  such  particular  exigencies. 

Yesterday,  after  Mr.  Gordon  was  so  unpolite.as  not  to  wait  on  me,  I 
called  on  Col.  Sidman,  of  the  militia,  and  desired,  that,  perhaps  aa  the 
constable  might  be  opposed,  he  would  give  him  some  assistance,  at  the 
same  time  observing,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Town  to  show  a  proper  spirit  on  this  occasion,  and  that,  as  he  was 
the  first  that  called  on  me,  to  apprehend  Mr.  Gordon,  he  shoold 
show  to  his  Fellow  citizens  a  proper  example ;  instead,  whereof,  he 
goes  to  a  youn^  Continental  Lieut  and  prevails  with  him  to  hiiog 
Four  men,  armM,  with  Bayonets  fixed,  belonging  to  a  Massachusetts 
Begiment,  on  their  march  to  Camp,  to  come  to  mv  house  to  assist 
the  constables.  I  acquainted  CoL  Sidman  that  I  looked  upon  this 
*  conduct  to  be  such  an  Indignity  shewn  to  the  natural  strength  of 
this  State,  and  Beproach  on  himBclf  and  his  Fellow  Citizens,  that 
I  should  send  the  constable  by  himself. 

The  situation  of  this  place  is  really  melancholy.  A  very  im- 
portant Paas;  Thro  which,  from  the  northward,  an  amazing  qusntity 
of  stores  are  daily  conveyed,  and  oftentimes  .great  quantities  of 
ammunition  &  other  stores  remain  here.  The  unfriendly  dispoaitioQ 
of  far  the  ^eater  Part  of  Bucks  County,  and  of  this,  to  saj  the 
least,  that  it  is  wholly  stupid  and  inactive,  seemingly  wrapped  op  is 
a  lethiurgic  sloth,  no  Guard,  but  a  few  decrepid  Invalids,  dying  hy 
inches  for  want  of  cloathing,  and  the  Public  Stores,  more  or  ie^ 
pillaged  for  want  of  a  sufficient  Guard.  What  is  there  to  hinder  a 
very  small  Body  of  Men,  under  the  command  of  a  gallant  and  en- 
terprising officer,  to  make  a  sudden  Posh  hither,  destroy  all  tbt  is 
valuable,  and  to  take  Prisoners  such  as  might  be  unfortunate 
enough  to  be  found  here.  I  am  told  with  a  degree  of  confidenoe, 
that  Three  Hundred  Men  in  Bucks  County,  have  given  in  their 
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j»mes  to  Joseph  Galloway,  and  have  offered  their  serrioeey  it  may 
he,  on  an  Expedition  to  this  very  Town.  Their  Betreat  is  sure. 
Infallibly  sore.  Excuse  the  Freedom,  hat  the  Daty  I  owe  to  the 
Public,  and  to  the  Trust  reposed  in  me,  convinces  me  that  this  much 
I  ought  to  say,  whieh  I  pray  may  he  laid  before  the  Supreme  Bxeeu- 
ti?e  Gouneil. 
lam, 

With  the  greatest  Bespect, 
Pear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient. 
Very  humble 
Servant, 

BOBEET  LEVERS. 


John  Lbshbb,  Comhissiokeb  of  Berks,  to  Pbbsident 
Wharton,  1778. 

Oley,  9^  March,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  orders  dated  24th  February,  by  express  the  4 
iattant ;    I  also  this  day  reeeived  those  dated  the  8<  instant, 

I  shall  exert  every  nerve  in  performing  every  thing  in  mj  power 
in  order  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  Army. 

But,  as  several  ciroumstanees  has  occurred  to  me,  whioh  I  shall 
lay  before  you,  in  whioh  I  think  I  am  not  clearly  satisfied  how  to 
direct  my  Une  of  conduct  therein :  Therefore,  I  earnestly  desire  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  your  further  orders,  or  advice  in 
the  premises,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

I  received  orders  some  time  ago  from  M.  G.  Mifflin,  by  the  hand 
of  Ool.  Mifflin,  which  directed  me  to  give  12s.  ^  Bushel  for  Bye, 
7s.  6c2.  for  Oats  &  q)elts,  which  is  a  higher  price  than  was  fixt  by  ^e 
late  Act  of  Assembly,  which  I  presume  is  the  rates  I  am  to  pay,  as 
your  orders  mention  nothing  of  prices.  Several  persons,  by  directions 
from  this  gentlemen,  as  weU  as  from  Col.  Bird,  still  continue  to  ffive 
that  price  Car  all  they  can  possibly  collect,  and  unless  I  have  oraers 
to  give  the  same,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  I  can  procure  those 
articles  with  justice  to  the  ikrmer. 

A  oertain  Alex'  M'Casky,  F.  M.,  acting  under  Ool.  Biddle,  made 
application  to  me,  before  and  siooe  my  present  ^>pointment,  to  use 
my  influence  in  forwarding  the  good  People  in  my  vicinage  to  send 
their  forage  to  the  Magazine  at  ScfauyUdll,  in  order  to  be  transported 
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firom  iheoee  to  the  army  by  wate.  I  readily  complied,  and  he  ob^ 
taio^d  a  yery  considerable  qnantityi  for  which  he  gave  hb  reoeipUft 
promised  to  pay  them  himself,  bat  since  has  directed  them  to  me 
for  payment^  which  I  think  I  cannot  comply  with  unless  I  have 
orders  for  so  doing,  or  be  assured  that  his  receipts  so  given  to  the 
people,  will  be  valid  in  settling  my  Aco**. — ^Farther,  I  have  foQDd 
in  several  Mills  within  my  district,  a  considerable  quantity  of  Floor 
manufactured  for  the  use  of  the  army,  by  directions  from  assiBBtaot 
commissaries  of  Purch* ;  as  the  said  Millers  are  not  yet  paid  for  the 
same,  and  the  flour  has  been  a  considerable  time  on  hand,  and  per- 
haps may  lie  a  considerable  time  longer,  I  conceive  I  should  send 
the  same  immediately  to  camp,  or  to  the  Magazines  appointed  for 
the  reception  of  that  article. 

I  would  also  mention,  that  I  would-be  glad  to  know  the  rates  of 
Salt  &  dried  B^f,  Bacon,  &c.,  (as  there  is  no  mention  of  those  arti« 
des  in  the  Act,)  or  whether  I  am  to  buy  the  same  at  such  temui  u 
can  procure.  I  confident  I  can  collect  a  considerable  quantity  of 
those  articles;  which  I  think  may  be  of  great  service  thej  ensning 
season. 

I  am, 

with  much  respect.  Sir, 

Your  most  Obe*  humble  servant, 

JOHN  LESHER. 
Directed^ 

On  public  service.     . 

To  the  HoB^>«  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Sapreas 
Bteeutlve  Council  of  the  Oommon-Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Luttbrloh  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  letter  I  should  have  delivered  in  person,  but  bong 
not  very  well,  prevents  me  from  that  honour.  I  have  settled  here 
with  M'  Young,  the  Wagon  Master  General,  who  will  do  every,  thiag 
in  his  power  to  forward  the  Waggons  as  soon  as  possible.  If  jetf 
Szcellencj^^will  be  pleased  to  make  a  speedy  alteration  in  fHroviding 
the  Number  of  Waggons  which  were  ordered  out  of  the  Oountys  of 
Philadelphia  and  Chester,  that  the  County  of  York  should  funish 
them,  as  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  said  Two  Countys  coold 
deliver  them,  being  allready  drained  by  the  Armys  \  and  therefore 
His  Excellency,  (^neral  Washington,  thinks  it  would  only  be  loos- 
ing time  to  hope  for  their  Assistance.    Mr.  Young  will  inform  Year 
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Ezoell.  of  his  Begalations ;  and  I  only  will  add,  that  our  Digtress 
in  the  Army  for  Want  of  Waggons  is  extremely  great,  and  requires 
a  Serious  oonsideration,  and  a  speedy  exertion  of  all  possible  assistance. 
I  b^  your  Exoell.  will  be  pleased  to  issue  the  Necessary  orders  to 
York  County  for  Fifty  Waggons  wanted  to  the  Number  demanded 
out  of  Philadelphia,  Chester  &  Bucks  Countys.     Allsb,  that  the  all 
eome  loated  with  Flower  or  other  Commissary  stores,  espetially  as  I 
am  informed  there  laies  a  great  quantity  of  Flower  <m  the  shore  of  the 
Susquehanna.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  due  respects, 
Your  Excell/s  most 
obed.  hble.  Servt., 

LUTTEKLOH. 
Reading,  March  9%  177&. 


CoujJOiL  TO  Joseph  Jeffries,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  March  9%  1778. 
Sir, 

The  want  of  Wageons  at  Camp  is  so  great  that  I  am  under  the 
necessity  to  require  ^at  you  will  without  one  moments  loss  of  time 
order  to  Camp  Fifty  Waggons  from  your  County,  call  upon  the 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  late  Act  of  Assembly  for  such 
Forage  as  they  may  have  Collected,  to  take  the  same  to  Camp,  but 
in  case  the  Commissioners  should  not  have  procured  a  sufficient 
quanta  to  load  them,  then  order  them  to  call  upon  the  quarter  Mast' 
here,  Mr.  George  Ross,  who  I  expect  will  furnish  a  load  to  each ; 
let  me  entreat  you  to  exert  yourself  to  forward  them  immediately, 
as  the  Army  are  suffering  beyond  description  for  the  want  of  them. 
If  you  stand  in  need  of  assistance  I  beg  you  to  employ  as  many  as 
are  necessary,  for  the  Waggons  must  be  had.  The  House  of  Assem- 
bly are  about  passing  a  supplement  to  the  Waggon  Law,  and  have 
put  forth  the  enclosed  for  the  consideration  of  the  people.  I  expect 
to  bear  from  you  in  a  few  Days  that  the  Waggons  are  procured  ft 
on  their  way,  this  will  not  only  be  a  satis&otioQ  to  Council,  but  of 
real  use  to  our  distressed  Troops. 

I  am.  Sir, 

your  Tory  H.  serv*. 

P.  S.  Send  the  Wa^p>n8  in  brigades  as  fast  as  they  are  collected. 

Directed^ 
To  Mr.  J.  Jefferies,  Waggon  Master  of  York  County. 
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PbBSII^XNT    of  OoNGRBSS    to    P&B8IDBNT   WfiABXOK,  1778. 

York  Town,  10^  Haroh,  1778. 
Sir, 

*  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  yonr  Exoellencj  the  7^  hu^  hj 
Messenger  Millet,  &  yesterday  of  receiving  &  presenting  to  Cosgroi 
your  favour  of  tho  3"^  Inst,  which  was  then  committed  to  the  Boiri 
of  War,  &  1  have  receiv'd  no  oommandB  respecting  the  CoDieDts; 
but  in  the  course  of  duty,  agreeable  to  your  Exoellenoy's  TexpsA,  I 
now  transmit  Six  Commissions  for  CruiaerSi  with  Instrootions  t 
Sonds.  « 

I  remain  with  very  great  Esteem  &  Regard, 
Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

Obedient  &  Most  hum.  servant, 
HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congrees. 
Directed f 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President,  Pennsylmiia- 


Jonathan  B.  Smith  to  PBBSiDBisrT  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  March  10, 1778. 
Sir, 

On  other  leaf  is  copy  of  parts  of  a  letter  from  Co^  Hartley  to  tbe 
board  of  war  on  the  subject  of  recruiting  his  battalion^  &  the  botHi 
letter  to  Congress  on  the  subject;  both  which  were  referred  to  tb« 
delegates  of  this  State.  As  not  to  comply  with  the  propoatioa 
made,  might  appear  an  unnecessary  obstruction  to  reinf<ntseiDg  ilM 
army  on  one  hand,  or  on  the  other  a  compliance  might  involve  oon* 
sequences  not  expected,  the  delegates  advised  with  the  GoBWiittee 
from  the  state  now  here,  &  finally  take  the  liberty  of  refeniDgto 
^our  directions,  as  they  did  not  conceive  themselves  authoriied  to 
interfere. 

The  states  are  severally  called  upon  to  ruse  their  old  quota  of 
troops.  The  number  of  this  state  rei^ments  is  diminished  to  10.  Tiia 
supernumerary  men  are  to  be  transferred  to  the  horse,  artillery,  * 
other  unconnected  corps.  Of  the  16  Regiments  (so  called)  9  only  are 
to  be  kept  up;  &^  I  suppose,  will  be  aUotted  to  particular  stateB,& 
filled  up  as  above.    Gol»  Hartleys  will  probably  belong  to  us  as  its 
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natnnl  ooniiezion.  To  ooDour  with  his  proposition  will  give  him 
the  men  more  immediatjBlj,  &  allowing  him  to  employ  his  offieers 
may  expedite  the  recruiting  service ;  perhaps  be  the  mean  of  pro- 
oaring  recmitsy  either  from  connection  or  attachment^  which  others 
would  not  pick  up.  He  has  expectations  from  the  borders  of  Mary- 
land; filled  his  regiment  formerly  with  quick  success,  &  appears  to 
l>e  sanguine  now.  With  respect  to  the  money  he  appears  to  be 
prudent  &  cautious.  But  as  we  may  perhaps  not  foresee  all  the 
effects,  or  the  full  connection  with  the  state  of  Pennsjrlvania,  we 
beg  leave  to  solicit  your  earliest  advfce  &  direction,  as  no  time  ought 
to  be  lost  We  beg  leave  only  to.  add  that  the  complement  of  each 
battalion  is  also  to  be .  reduced,  &  that  though  some  states  have  dis- 
countenanced these  unconnected  redments,  yet  some  others  have 
given  them  the  benefit  of  their  state  bounties. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  very  great  respect  in  behalf  of  the  Delegates, 
your  Excellency's  &  Councils 

most  ob.  h.  servant, 

JON*  B.  SMITH. 


Exlraots  of  a  letter  from  Co^  Hartley  to  the  board  of  war^  9  March, 

1778. 

If  my  regiment  is  be  recruited,  the  recruiting  officer  must  be 
allowed  to  give  the  same  bountv  with  the  state  in  which  he  beats  up 
or  he  will  get  no  men.  He  should  also  have  the  like  reward  for 
inlisting  a  soldier  that  the  state  officers  receive.  Should  you  think 
proper  to  order  the  regiment  to  be  recruited  money  will  be  wanted, 
not  a  large  sum  at  present.  Perhaps  the  Pennsylvania  bounty  for 
twenty  or  30  men  will  do.  Oare  must  be  taken  not  to  advance  the 
whole  bounty  at  once  to  every  loose  fellow.  None  but  prudent 
officers  should  be  sent  on  this  service.  Any  men  that  are  or  sball 
be  enlisted  in  this  state  or  any  other  for  this  regiment,  they  shall 
bave  credit  for  in  their  quota,  &  proper  returns  snail  be  made  as 
Congress  or  the  board  of  war  may  direct. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  board  of  war  to,Congress« 

Sir, 

The  board  of  war  were  some  time  since  directed  to  take  some 
[measures  for]  recruiting  Co^  Hartley's  regiment.  The  board  are  of 
opinion  [money]  alone  is  necessary^  &  therefore  pray  the  determinik 
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tion  of  CoDgreas  whether  Go^  Hartley  Bhall  be  famiflhed  with  money 
to  reomit  on  the  terms  be  proposes. 

yr.  ob.  Serv*, 

H.  G. 
Prea't 

P.  S.  Saoh  others  of  the  nine  regiments  as  have  not  been  adopted 
by  particular  states,  will  doubtless  expect  the  same  indulgences  and 
priyileges. 

* 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  PennsylTania. 


Council  to  Colonel  Luttbrloh. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster;  March  lOtb,  1778. 
Sir, 

Testerday  I  rec*  your  Letter  of  the  9^  Ins^*  from  Beading,  and  I 
am  sorry  that  your  indisposition  prevented  your  coming  to  Lan- 
caster. Council  would  have  been  well  pleased  to  converse  with  yoa 
on  the  subject  of  Waggons,  because  they  could  have  explained 
themselves  more  fully  than  by  writing.  It  is  my  wish,  and  thai  of 
every  member  of  the  board,  that  the  full  powers  of  the  State  should 
be  exerted  as  soon  as  they  are  called  upon  for  that  purpose,  by  his 
Excellency  Gen.  Washington,  or  those  acting  under  him,  to  add  the 
army,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  this  has  invariably  been  the  case, 
and  particularly  so  in  the  business  of  procuring  Waggons ;  for, 
until  the  House  of  Assembly  passed  a  Law  to  regulate  them,  and 
oblige  every  person  to  take  their  turn  of  Duty — ^whenever  Council 
was  called  upon  by  the  D.  Q.  Master,  or  any  other  proper  person^ 
they  gave  every  assistance  in  their  power  by  permitting  them  to  be 
impressed — in  no  instance  can  I  recollect  that  the  least  impediment 
has  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  that  business ;  the  fault,  I  am  persuaded 
ought  to  be  imputed  to  another  cause.  Numbers  of  the  good  people 
of  this  State,  whose  waggons  have  repeatedly  been  in  the  serviee,  as 
well  as  many  others,  I  am  informed,  who  have  had  their  forage,  &c., 
taken  from  them  by  the  Q.  Masters  &  their  Deputies,  are  not 'paid, 
nor  do  they  see  the  least  hopes  of  obtaining  their  Monies.  This 
injurious  treatment,  abundantly  more  than  any  want  of  exertion  in 
the  governing  powers,  is  the  cause  why  there  is  a  backwardness  in 
famishing  Waggons,  and  permit  me  to  assore  yon  that  it  is  a  matter 
so  seriouB;  that  unless  a  remedy  is  soon  applied;  it  will  be  oat  of  the 

*  See  page  848. 
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power  of  Ooanoil  to  pat  the  Laws  in  ezeoution,  nnlegs  one  half  of 
the  anny  is  called  npOh  to  assist  them«*&  so  Council  has  Informed 
Congress.  Notwithstanding  this  diffieolty,  in  hopes  it  will  be  soon 
remedied,  I  yesterday  sent  to  the  Waggon  Master  of  York  Connty, 
agreeable  to  yours  &  CoFl  Young's  recommendation,  for  fifty  Wag- 
ffonS|  to  be  forwuded  as  fast  as  a  brigade  could  be  procuredi  witn 
forage,  if  the  commissioners  had  provided  any>  if  not  then,  to  call 
-upon  Mr.  Koss,  the  D.  Q.  Master  here. 

You  may  always  dej^end  upon  every  assistance  which  Council  can 
afford. 

Being  with  much  respect  air, 

your  very  hum*  se*, 

CoL  Lutterloh. 


COITNCIL  TO  GbNBBIL  WASHINQTOlf,  1778. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  March  10, 1778. 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  I  beg 
leave  to  enclose  you  extracts  of  a  letter  to  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress  from  this  Council,  and  of  a  representation  from 
the  Council  &  the  General  Assembly  to  Confess,  by  which  your 
Excellency  will  see  that  attention  has  been  given  to  the  supplying 
of  the  army  with  waggons,  and  what  is  the  opinion  of  Council  re- 
specting the  difficulties  attending  this  business.* 

There  is  not  any  state  on  tins  continent  which  has  been  so  op- 
pressed with  the  Continental  business  as  this  has  been,  from  the 
begining  of  the  present  controversy  to  this  hour.  Its  exertions 
have  been  so  zealous  and  unremitting  that  no  time  has  been  lost  in 
isnqtairies  after  groundless  charges  of  neglect  made  against  it,  which 
have  been  generally  calculated  to  excuse  indolent  or  improvident 
officers,  or  to  disgraoe  the  government  established  in  it.  The 
amazingly  difficult  task  which  your  Excellency  has  to  perform  while 
you  are  embarrassed  with  perpetual  applications  and  complaints  of 
officers,  who  are  not  fully  acquainted  with  their  dutj,  must,  too 
forcibly,  convince  you  how  near  to  an  impossibility  it  is  to  conduct 
a  very  extensive  business  without  the  subordinate  officers  discharg- 
ing, in  some  sort,  their  duty ;  and  it  is  from  the  example  of  your 
Excellency  alone  that  it  b  believed  to  be  possible  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  a  large  armv  under  the  difficulties  which  you  have  had  to 
contend  vrith.  Equal  abilities  or  success  in  attempts  of  this  kind, 
are  not  to  be  expected  in  many  instances.    And  this  Council  most 

*  See  pages  838,  882. 
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acknowledge  that  they  are  not  equal  to  ^  task  impressed  on  themi 
if  it  is  nnderstood  to  be  their  duty  to  furnish  every  Deputy  (?•  M»- 
with  four  or  five  waggons,  whenever  they  are  wanted^  and  to  gxre 
equal  attention  to  every  other  department  of  the  State  and  Army. 
This  indeed  seems  to  be  expected  of  them,  for  there  is  at  present  an 
absolute  dependance  on  the  Cotinoil  to  supply  the  common  rations 
of  the  soldiery  now  in  this  borough.  An  earnest  desire  to  serve  the 
Oeneral  causey  and  a  zealous  attachment  to  its  interest,  are  the  only 
motives  which  could  possibly  induce  the  Council  to  undertake  sui^ 
business  in  any  extremity. 

The  unparalleled  patience  and  magnanimity  with  which  the  army, 
under  your  Excellency's  command,  have  endured  the  hiurdships 
attending  their  situation,  unsupplied  as  they  have  been  &ro'  an 
uncommonly  severe  winter,  is  an  honour  which  posterity  will  con- 
sider as  more  illustrious  than  could  have  been  derived  to  them  by  a 
victory  obtained  by  any  sudden  and  vigorous  exertion. 

The  latter  often  depends  on  some  circumstance  trifling  in  itself, 
while  the  former  is  derived  from  a  determined  perseverance  thro'  the 
greatest  of  difficulties;  which  virtue  and  a  truly  patriotic  spirit  only 
can  inspire. 

Indorsed^ 
To  His  Excellency  Oeneral  Washington. 


Council  to  GbkeeAl  WASHiNaTON. 

In  Gouaoil. 

Lancaster,  March  11, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  is  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  the  Navy  Bosid  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  the  Council  thought  proper  to  rrfer,  with  saeh 
intelligence  respecting  the  boats,  Ae.,  in  Delaware,  as  Gaptsin  HosCMi 
shall  be  able  to  ffive  to  y*  Exc^^.  However  unwilling  the  State 
may  be  to  lose  their  little  foroe  on  Delaware,  their  confidence  in 
your  wudom  will  induce  a  ready  obedience  to  your  BxceUenej's 
orders,  in  that  and  every  other  military  department.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  necessary  to  take  effectual  measures  to  prevent  the  men, 
belonging  to  the  boats,  from  joinmg  the  enemy,  upon  their  bdng 
ordered  to  sink  the  Oallies,  See. 

Cap«-  Huston  will  receive  orders  from  you  to  the  Navy  Board. 

T.W. 

To  his  Exo^  G'l  Washington.    By  Captain  Huston. 
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Council  to  Navy  Board,  1778. 
I 

In  Goaneil, 

lianoaeter,  Maioh  llih|  1778. 

GenileiBes, 

YonT  letter  of  the  fifth  Instimt  by  Oaptain  Haston  the  Oouncil 
hftTe  thought  it  prudent  to  refer  to  his  EzoeUenoj  Qev}  Washing- 
ton ;  and  htuve  reoommended  Captain  Huston  to  attend  on  him  with 
8uoh  intelligence  as  he  can  give  respecting  the  fleet  of  our  State. 
Bo^eyof  unwillingly  we  may  see  this  Uttle  fleet  destroyed  or 
abandoned,  we  must  not  hesitate  to  obey  the  orders  which  his 
Szoelleney  may  finally  give  in  this  oase;  otherwise  we  shall  get  into 
oofifosion  which  mil  he  fatal  to  us:  and  we  are  confident  His 
Excellency  would  not  order  the  gallies  to  be  sunk  without  seeing  a 
real  necessity  for  so  doing. 

The  Council  intend  writing  to  Mr.  Pancoast  respecting  the 
carriages^  but  they  expect  very  little  from  it,  and  recommend  you 
to  depend  on  your  own  exertions  to  have  the  Guns  &o*  removed  if 
the  General  shall  order  it.  The  very  instant  I  can  furnish  you  with 
money  as  well  to  pay  the  fleet  as  ,for  the  Commissary,  Mr.  W.  C 
Bradford  shall  set  off  with  it 

t  am  with  respect 
Gentlemen, 
your  very  humble  servant 
T.W. 
Indonedj 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Pennylvania  Navy  Board. 
By  Captain  Hudson. 


CotTKCiL  TO  Col.  And'w  Boyd,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  March  lltb,  1778. 
Sir, 

Council  are  informed  that  there  is  a  quantity  of  Paper  at  the 
paper  mill  belonging  to  Mr.  Wilcocks  in  your  County,  this  is  an 
article  so  essentially  necessary  at  this  time  of  distress  and  difficulty 
-when  our  ports  are  shut  up  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Council  it  should 
be  immecUately  seized  and  taken  to  some  place  of  safety — Council 
therefore  request  you  to  undertake  this  business  and  as  it  is  probable 
that  the  enemy  will  counteract  the  design  unless  you  conduct  your- 
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self  with  great  seoreoj  and  dispatch,  as  I  am  informed  that  Mr. 
Wiloocks  is  in  the  City  of  Philad%  I  think  it  necessary  to  caution 
you  on  this  head;  you  are  hereby  authorised  to  call  on  the  Waggon 
Master  of  your  County  for  waggons  as  you  may  have  oocasioui  and 
if  you  find  a  Guard  of  Militia  to  be  necessary  which  I  think  is  abso- 
lutely so,  the  powers  with  which  you  are  invested  they  may  easily 
be  procured,  but  none  of  them  should  be  intrusted  with  ihe  secret 
unless  it  be  the  officer  commanding  the  party — ^as  it  is  intended  thai 
the  owner  shall  be  paid  a  reasonable  price  for  the  paper,  you  will 
please  to  leave  a  certificate  with  some  of  the  Family  for  the  quantiiy 
you  may  take. 

It  is  the  request  of  Council  that  you  make  pardcular  enquiiy 
respecting  the  conduct  of  the  People  that  are  oarryine  on  the  bn- 
ness  at  the  paper  Mill,  and  what  stock  of  raw  matmab  is  o&  hand, 
as  it  is  hinted  to  Council  that  they  are  unfriendly  to  the  Amerioaa 
cause. 

I  am  Sir, 
your  very 

Humble  aerr*. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Wilcocks  has  in  his  possesion  a  mould  for  making 
pper  belonging  to  this  State,  which  I  request  you  to  bring  away,  it 
is  marked  with  the  word  Penn^lvania  in  twenty  four  pla«^  he  did 
promise  if  the  enemy  came  that  way  he  would  throw^it  into  the 
Mill  Dam. 

Indorsed, 

To  Col.  Andrew  Boyd  sub-Lieu*  of  Chester  County. 


Bbsolxjtion  op  Gonqress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  llth  Maxch,  1778. 
Sesolved, 

That  whatever  ezpence  may  be  incurred  by  the  executive  authority 
of  any  State  in  executing  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  9  Febj 
last,  authorising  the  executive  powers  of  every  State  to  suspend  for 
misbehaviour,  or  remove  as  supernumerary,  any  officers  of  ihe  8ta£^ 
or  other  civil  officers,  shall  be  duly  paid  upon  the  accounts  being  laid 
before  the  board  of  treasury. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  secy. 
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Jonathan  B.  SiOTn  to  James  Touno,  1778. 

Copy. 
Sir, 

The  freqnent  oomplamts  made  conoerninff  the  Waggon  service 
induoeB  me  to  trouble  yoa  with  this  letter^  f  shall  mention  two  iu- 
stances,  &  will  he  moch  obliged  to  you  for  a  state  of  the  case  in 
genenJ^  &  /or  your  sentiments  on  the  particular  instances  I  now 
refer  to. 

Your  letter  to  Council  was  transmitted  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
State;  &  we  had  occasion  to  communicate  it  to  Congress.  It  was  said 
in  reply  that  the  Superintendants  had  regukrly  turned  over  the  whole 
transactions  &  given  the  proper  orders  for  delivery  to  the  Commis- 
BionerSy  and  upon  application  from  the  Waggon  Masters  informed 
them  Uiat  thev  had  done  so  &  referred  to  them. 

The  other  Instance  is  that  upon  application  for  Waggons  to  move 
2  tons  of  Iron  you  had  refused  to^  saying  that  no  waggons  were  to 
go  out  of  the  State. 

Aa  I  imagine  those  things  only  need  to  be  explained,  I  wish  for 
informationi  &  shall  be  glM  to  receive  it,  or  on  any  other  occasion 
from  you. 

I  am  Sir;  with  respect 

your  very  Ob*  Serv* 

JON'A.  B.  SMITH. 

York  Town,  11th  March,  1778. 
Direded, 

To  James  Young,  Esq. 


GbnI  Washxngton  to  Major  Forrest,  1778. 

Head  Quarters^  11th  March,  1778.    ; 
Sir, 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  9th,  I  Cannot  conceive  how  yea 
can  think  yourself  Injured  by  the  promotion  of  Major  Pomkin  to 
the  Lieu*  Colonelcy  of  Col.  Crane's  Battalioft  of  Artilleiy,  if  it  is  so 
for  I  am  not  yet  Informed  that  such  promotion  has  taken  place. 
Each  Beg^  of  Artillery  is  as  distinct  as  the  Beg^  of  foot  belonging  to 
the  different  states  are  from  each  other,  and  therefore  the  promotion 
of  an  officer  in  Col.  Cranes  or  Col.  Lamb's  BattalHonno  more  affects 
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you  than  the  Promotion  of  an  officer  in  the  Virginia  line  affeotithe 
Rank  of  an  officer  in  the  Maryland,  or  any  other.  I  hope  upon  re- 
flection yon  will  Boe  this  matter  in  its  true  lights  which  I  think  ii 
Stated  aboTO. 

lam  Sir, 

y  mo.  oM*  Serv* 

Signed    GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

P.  8.  Ab  T  Mn  unacquainted  with  the  matter  reapeoting  Major 
^omkins  Promotion,  I  shall  suspend  it  at  least  till  Gen^l  Esikt 
arrival. 
Directsdf 

Major  Forrest. 


OoL.  Lbwis  Nipola  to f  1778. 

Haieh  12th,  1778. 
Sir, 

As  the  timo;  viz.,  16  weeks  from  24th  Not'  for  which  4  cords  of 
wood  was  ordered  for  me  by  the  Hon^*'  Oouncil  expires  the  16tli 
Inst,  I  request  you  will  apply  for  an  order  to  Mr.  Chrispin  to^snpplj 
me  further  &  you'll  oblige. 

Sir, 
your  most  obcd*  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 


BbSOLUTION  07  CONGEESS,   1778. 

^  In  Congress,  12th  Marob,  1778. 

Besolved, 

That  a  letter  be  addressed  by  the  president  to  the  respective  States, 
informing  them,  that  the  multiplicity  &  importance  of  the  bosinev 
of  Congress  durine  the  war,  will  require  the  constant  atteadsaoe  of 
at  least  three  members  from  each  State ;  that  from  the  want  thereof 
the  health  of  members*  has  been  frequently  impaired,  &  the  jmhk 
business  greatly  obstrooted;  &  that  Congress  request  their  immedisie 
attention  to  this,  as  a  matter  of  great  moment. 

Extract  from  the  minntes ; 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y 
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D.  ROBBEDEAU  AND  J.  B,  SmITH  TO  PBBSIDBNT  WhAMOBT, 

1778. 

Maroh  12th,  1778,  York  Town. 
Sir, 

The  Committee  of  OouncQ  and  Aasemhly,  who  left  us  this  day 
intimated  the  detnre  of  the  State  to  offer  to  Congress  our  Gallies  and 
Zebechs,  on  reflection  the  Delegates  think  it  of  such  importance  that 
thej  request  particular  instructions  on  the  head;  lest  they  should 
aot  contrary  to  your,  and  the  intention  of  the  State.  We  shall  ex- 
peot  InatmotionB  and  are, 

Sir,  y  most 

*  ob*  hum*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 
JON' A.  B.  SMITH. 
Direciedj 

His  Ezoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  jan'r,  Esq.,  Plrosident  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
^  Express. 


D.  BOBBKDBAU  AND  J.  B.   SmITH  TO  PbBSIDBNT  WhARTON, 

1778. 

York  Town,  March  12th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Peter  Oseas  this  day  from  Lancaster,  informed  one  of  us  that  it 
was  the  desire  of  the  Speaker  and  Col.  Morgan  that  he,  Oseas,  shonld 
apply  to  a  Magistrate  here  to  apprehend  Mr.  Wm.  Todd,  Coachmaker 
of  Philada.,  who  Mr.  Ozeas  says  on  his  own  knowledge  issued  coun* 
iar&it  Continental  njoney  in  Beadins.  Mr.  Todd  haying  left  this 
Town  this  morning,  we  applied  to  the  board  of  war  for  two  light 
horsemen  and  a  proper  officer  to  f<^ow  Todd  to  Baltimore  and  bring 
him  back,  who  are  to  set  off  this  Evening.  In  tracing  this  affair  we 
«re  informed  that  Todd  has  ordered  his  Servant  with  a  portmantaa 
back  to  Pottsgrove  while  he  goes  another  way,  this  adds  to  the  sus- 
picion raised  by  Oaeas's  information,  therefore  we  have  thought  it  of 
tfoficient  importance  to  furnish  Uiis  information,  that  yoa  may  have 
«a  opportunity  to  send  a  prudent  person  to  pursue  the  Servant,  and 
to  watoh  a  happy  nick  of  time  when  the  Servant  may  be  oharced 
with  counterfeit  money,  Letters,  or  other  information  for  the  fuller 
conviction  of  Mr.  Todd,  and  to  discover  any  accomplices  in  the  black 
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design  that  may  be  against  the  fleneral  oaose.  We  must  exerase 
an  Oliyerian  diligence,  seorecy  and  jealoosyi  and  search  to  the  bottom 
of  any  conspiracy,  for  an  early  conviction  and  example  may  have  the 
happiest  tendency  to  suppress  so  diabolical  a  spirit,  which  otherwise 
may  prevail  to  our  ruin,  therefore  Council,  we  doubt  not  wDl  teke 
every  prudent  and  vigorous  step  to  detect  such  vile  MaohinitiMa 
We  should  not  on  a  verbal  information  have  proceeded  to  any  measore 
but  that  Ozeas's  testimony  concerning  the  issuing  the  money  may  be 
sufficient,  failing  of  further  information  which  we  earnestly  desire  as 
a  matter  of  very  high  importance.  We  have  farther  information  on 
ihe  same  authority  that  Todd  has  been  lately  near  the  Snem/fl  lines  ^ 
and  has  dry  goods  to  sell. 
We  are  respectfully 

Sir,  y  most 

ob*  hum*  Serv* 

DAN'L  ROBERDBAU. 
JON'A  B.  SMITH. 

P.  S.  The  Servant  is  a  white  man. 
Directed 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

^  Express. 


BoAKD.  OP  War  to  Pees.  Wharton,  1778. 

War  office,  March  12,  TS. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Todd's  servant  had  a  pass  from  Mr.  Peters.  Todd  htwi 
previously  shown  him  his  certificate  that  he  had  taken  the  oath  i 
allegiance  he  had  taken  to  this  state.  After  the  pass  was  given  Todd 
told  Mr.  Peters  that  his  servant  abo  had  taken  the  oath ;  then  Mr. 
Peters  said  his  pass  was  unnecessaty,  k  asked  for  it,  but  Todd 
answered  that  it  would  be  the  surest  to  have  both.  The  pass  was 
for  his  servant  to  go  to  Pottsgrove,  where  he  was  to  remain  till  hii 
master  returned.  The  servant  carried  his  master's  portmanteau  wA 
him.  I  mentioned  these  things  to  Mr. '  Smith,  but  tho't  best  to  n* 
pat  them  lest  he  should  have  omitted  them.  Mr.  Peters  is  sick, 
but  informed  the  board  of  these  circumstances  by  a  note,  and  ^ 
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indiBpoBition  prevented  his  reflecting  on  the  ciroanutances  at  the 
time,  tho'  thej  looked  sospioioiu. 
I  am;  Shr, 

T'  obed*  serr*, 

TIM.  PICKERING,  Jun'. 

Two  gentlemen  go  off  earl;  to-morrow  morning  for  Baltimore,  in 
pnrsnit  of  Todd. 

IHrectedy 

To  His  Ezoellenoy,  Thos.  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esq. 


Council  to  Gbnl.  Lacey,  1778. 

Lr  Council, 

Lancaster,  March  12th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  reofd  yonr  Letter  of  the  4th  Inst.,  which  I  laid  before  Council. 
It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented  that  there  are  any  amongst  us  so  lost  to 
every  sentiment  of  Virtue  as  in  any  manner  to  Aid  those  who  are 
Enemys  to  the  just  cause  we  are  engaged  in.  Your  neigbourhood 
seems  to  abound  with  such,  and  therefore  every  means  should  be 
exerted  to  bring  the  traitors  to  justice.  Those  yon  have  taken  should 
be  safely  secur^,  in  order  for  tryal,  as  the  Treaiion  Law  of  this  State 
will  reach  the  crime  yon  mention  if  proper  proof  be  exhibited,  which 
I  beg  von  to  attend  to.  However,  as  the,  Chief  Justice  is  in  this 
borough  I  will  consult  him  upon  it,  and  let  jou  know  his  opinion  by 
the  next  opportunity. 

The  Mihtia  law  will  not  justifjr  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  to 
permit  two  Men  to  serve  as  one,  &  to  be  discharged  at  the  expiration 
of  one  MonUi,  and  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  that  any  Gentleman 
in  that  line  would  nve  it  the  least  countenance. 

Both  Philad.  &  Bnobi  Counties  have  for  a  long  time  been  greatly 
expoeed  to  the  insults  and  ravages  of  the  enemy.  Council,  th^fore^ 
raying  that  you  will  do  your  utmost,  not  onfy  to  Protect  the  inhabit 
tants,  bnt  to  annoy  the  Enemy,  have  no  doubt  they  will  soon  hear 
that  a  total  stop  is  put  to  the  insults  of  the  Tories  by  your  alacrity  & 
good  conduct. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  very  hum.  Serv*. 

To  B.  Gen.  Laccy. 
Vol.  VI— 16 
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CotJKCiL  TO  Col.  Michael  HABBBSXicKy  1778. 

In  Oonnei], 

Lancaster^  Haich  13, 1778. 

Whereas  Mr.  James  Patton  has  represented  to  this  Gonncil  tbat 
he,  as  deputy  waggon  M'  of  the  district  of  your  Battalion,  haih  dnlj 
summoned,  acooraing  to  law,  diyers  waggons  for  the  use  of  theaimy; 
that  have  not  attended  aocording  to  the  s^  summons;  and  thatapi^ 
cation  haying  been  made  to  you,  you  have  neglected  to  famish  i 
Guajd  to  assist  in  the  due  execution  of  the  law  herein.  Toa  ire 
therefore  hereby  commanded  forthwith  to  furnish  a  sufficient  guard 
to  the  Constable  of  Tour  Township  to  bring  in  the  delinquent  mg* 
gons,  according  to  law ;  hereof  fail  not,  as  you  will  answer  the  con- 
trary hereof  at  your  peril. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  seal,  date  afors'd. 

By  order  of  the  GounciL 
Directed, 

To  GoP  Mich'  Haberstiok. 


BoBBRT  Lbvbrs  TO  Prbsidbot  Wharton,  1778. 

Easton,  March  13*»,  1778. 
Sir, 

A  few  daysawo  I  wrote  to  Timothy  Maiilaok,  Bsquife,  rsspeeliBf 
Mr.  Gordon  &  Mr.  Jacobs,  endoidng  their  Parolla,  desiring  he  wooi 
be  pleased  to  lay  my  proceedings  before  the  Supreme  EzeoatiT* 
Council.  Mr  Jacobs  in  particular  is  eztreamly  uneasy,  as  he  »flf 
he  is  afraid  his  Family  may  suffer  by  his  abseno6;i  and  b^  I  viU 
lay  this  eiroumstaace  biefore  your  Excellency. 

I  find  my^jdf  under  a  difficulty  respecttnga  house  in  Saston.  Um 
House  I  live  in  belongs  to  one  Oonrad  Shrig,  whose  daagbter  tf 
lately  married  to  John  Amdt,  Ssauire.  My  year  expires  the  1** 
April,  and  on  the  First  of  January  last,  my  Landlord  gare  meoo^M 
to  more  out  bv  the  1*^  April,  alledging  he  wants  the  house  for  bin- 
self,  and  if  I  do  not  at  that  time  move,  intends  to  proceed  agieetbSe 
to  y^  Law  for  Summary  Ejectments,  before  Two  Justtees.  Altbo 
as  barrack  master,  it  shoud  seem  I  shoud  make  my  own  qotrtoa 
good,  yet  for  examples  Sake,  I  woud  willingly  &  cheerfully  act  in 
Subjection  to  the  Laws.  There  is  not  a  house  to  be  had  in  Eastoa. 
I  woud  therefore  desire  your  Excellency  will  please  to  permit  me  to 
live  at  ft  remove  the  Prothonotary  Office  to  Allenstown,  or  Northamp* 
ton,  which  woud  be  far  more  convenient  for  the  Inhabitants  of  t^^ 
County  generally,  and  at  the  same  distance  from  the  Place  as  Eaaton ; 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIVIS  1778.  MS 

tbe  supreme  Ezecative  Oouneil  have  ordered  me  to  remove  the  Pablio 
Papers  to,  shoud  any  sudden  alarm  happen.    The  only  Inoonvenienoe 
herein,  I  presume  would  fall  on  myself,  as  I  must  at  Court  Times, 
attend  at  Baston  with  suoh  Publio  Papers  and  Records  as  may  be 
necessary.'    If  there  were  any  possibility  of  getting  a  house  in  thia 
Town,  I  woad  not  presume  to  give  yf  ur  Excellency  this  !Frouble ; 
but  the  houses  are  few  here,  at  best,  none  of  them  scarce  admit  of 
taking  in  two  families,  with  any  degree  of  comfort,  nor  shoud  I  wish 
to  lite  in  that  manner  with  the  trust  reposed  in  me. 
I  am^.with  the  greatest  Resfiecty 
Sir,. 
Tour  Bzoellenoy's 

most  obedient  humble  servant 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 
JHreciedy 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esquire. 


COXJNOIL  TO  COMMmBB  OF  COVGRBSS,   1778. 

In  Council)  Lancaster,  March  14, 1778. 

Qentlcji^eQi 

The  probable  difficulty  of  obtaining  Sa'ddles  from  the  farmers,  &e,^ 
for  the  service  of  the  cavalry,  induced  Council  to  enquire  of  the 
Sadlera  what  price  they  could  make  proper  saddles  for  the  purpose, 
they  have  made  one  as  a  pattern,  for  which  they  charge  : — 

Saddle,  mall  pelon,  leathern  girth  and  C^rcingle,  - 

Small  leathern  portmantua,         .... 

One  Houlster  and  Horse  Shoe  bag,      ... 

Boot  for  a  Carbine, 

Double  reined  bridle  (with  a  horseman's  bitt,  6O5.,) 


The  price  of  a  Common  saddle  is  £22,  and  the  formers  will  expect 
tbe  utmost  value  for  such  as  may  be  had  of  them.  Your  directiona 
in  this  matter  will  be  complied  with. 

The  sooner  the  Certificates  are  put  into  the  hands  of  Council,  the 
BUHTe  successful  the  purchase  of  the  horses  may  reasonably  be  ex< 
pected  to|be.    But  we  find  that  ]M[r.[Smith  has  had  no  directions 
thereon. 
Directed, 

Honble  Com.  of  Congress  at  Head  Quarters. 
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P&ESiDEiTC  07  Congress  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

York  TowD,  15  March,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  yonr  Excellenoy,  the  10th  Inst^bj 
Barry. 

Your  Ezoellenoy  will  receive  with  this  two  Acts  of  Congress,  m 
of  the  11th  &  one  of  the  12th  Inst. ;  the  latter,  I  am  glad  to  ay, 
does  not  apply  at  present  to  the  State  of  Penneylyanis,  &  that  ihm- 
fore  the  transmission  is  an  Act  of  Dnty,  more  than  of  ezpedienoe. 

1.  For  defiraying  the  expences  incnrred  in  the  States  by  canyisg 
into  effect  the  Act  of  Oonmss  of  the  9th  Febry,  for  suspending  or 
removing  supernumerary  £  delinquent  officers. 

2.  Requesting  that  each  State  will  keep,  constantly  attendiog 
Congress,  at  least  three  Members  during  the  War. 

I  am,  with  the  utmost 

Regard  &  Esteem,  Sir^    . 
Your  Excellency's 
Obedient  humble 

Servant, 

HENBY  LAORENS, 
President  of  CoDgresi. 
Directed. 

On  public  Service. 

Henry  Laurens. 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esauire,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  &c.,  &c.;  liancaster. 


Resolutions  op  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress, 

16th  March,  1778. 
Resolved, 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  deliver  over  to  the  order  of 
the  president  &  council  of  Pensylvania  the  prisoners  sent  from  th«t 
State  to  Virginia. 

Resolved, 

That  the  application  on  behalf  of  the  Hon.  John  Penn  &  B^jamia 
Chew,  that  they  may  be  delivered  over  to  the  order  of  the  State  of 
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Pensylyuiiay  be  referred  to  a  com*  of  three,  who  are  directed  to  cor* 
respond  with  the  said  State,  &  report  to  CoDgress. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  James  Smith,  &  Mr.  Heniy. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 
BELCHER  P.  SMITH,  Sec'j  pro  Tem. 


J.  B.  Smith  to  Pres.  Wharton,  17Y8. 

'     York  Town,  March  16, 1778. 
Sir, 

Above  yon  have  copy  of  a  resolution  this  day  passed  by  Congress, 
The  second  resolution  was  moved  but  referred  to  a  Committee  who 
are  directed  to  confer  with  Council  thereon.  The  Committeee  are 
Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  James  Smith  &  Mr.  Henry. 

This  affair  appears  to  be  of  a  delicate  nature  &  may  possibly  tend 
to  embarrass,  if  not  to  injure.  The  view  of  Council  is,  I  apprehend, 
to  be  informed,  if  possible,  of  the  intended  precautions  to  be  taken 
by  the  state,  preventive  of  any  ill  effects  from  liberating  Messrs. 
Penn  &  Chew. 

I  have  the  honor  |to  be. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob*  Serv*, 

JONA.  B.  SMITH. 


Rssolutiok  op  Congbbsb,  1778. 

In  Congress, 

March  16th,  1778. 
Whereas  Congress  have  not  received  information  of  the  measures 
which  the  sever^  states  have,  from  time  to  time  adopted,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  Recommendations.  And,  whereas,  such  information, 
together  with  the  concurrence  of  the  i^spective  legislatures,  in  vigor- 
ously executing  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  essentially  necessary  to 
enaUe  them  to  transact  the  important  concerns  of  the  united  states. 
Besolved, 

That  the  governors  &  presidents  of  the  said  states  be  earnestly 
requested  to  transmit  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  possible,  attested  copies 
of  the  acts  passed  by  their  respective  legislatures,  in  pursuance  of 
recommendations  of  Congress,  which  they  may  have  received,  since 
the  first  day  of  November  last,  &  of  all  acts  which  they  may  hereafter 
pass,  in  consequence  of  future  recommendations. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

BELCHER  P.  SMITH,  Sec.  p.  Tem. 
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Jamsb  YotKG  TO  ConNCtt,  1778. 

I  heg  beg  leave  to  trouble  yoa  with  h  Copy  of  a  letter  I  hm 
reoeiyed  from  Jon^  B.  Smith,  on  the  Waggon  Serrioe,  with  my 
answer  to  the  same,  (open,)  which  I  beg  you  will  be  kind  enouh  to 
seal  and  forward ;  my  reason  for  sending  it  to  yon  is,  that  the  Hon^ 
Council  may  see  what  injurious  Charges  are  laid  against  innoeent 
Men,  by  whom  I  will  not  undertake  to  say. 

I  am  fiorry  to  inform  Council  that  a  Brigade  of  Waggons  from  this 
County,  who  were  order'd  for  Campft  to  load  at  M'  Lesher^s  Mill,  or 
where  he  might  have  loadinc  for  them ;  when  they  went  there,  no 
loading  was  ready,  &  thererore  they  were  discharged.  Thus  the 
blame  may  be  laid  on  the  Waggon  Master's  Department  without 
Cause.  When  Waggons  are  ready,  we  know  not  where  to  get  load- 
bg :  M'  Leshar  has  none^  &  M'  Eckhart  very  little.    I  am, 

Sespectfully,  Sir, 

your  very  Obed.  Serv*, 

JA-  YOUKfl. 
Reading,  17«*  March,  1778. 

Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq**. 


Charles  Pettit,  A.  Q.  M.  G.,  to  Vice  Presidbkt  Brtah, 

1778. 

Camp,  Valley  Forge,  17**  March,  1778. 

Copy. 
Sir, 

Circumstances  so  strongly  indicate  the  Enemy's  Intention  toeya^ 
tiate  Philadelphia,  that  there  seems  to  be  little  room  to  Doubt.  Hia 
Excellency,  the  General,  has  heretofore  thought  proper  to  order 
Preparations  for  a  removal  of  the  Army  in  Case  of  Need.  Our 
strength  of  Teams  is  yet  insufficient  without  Aid  from  the  Connti;: 
His  Excellency  has  therefore  ordered  me  to  call  upon  this  State,  vA 
use  every  other  means  in  my  Power  for  a  supply.  The  time  it  Tdcei 
to  Call  forth  the  Teams  of  the  Country  into  actual  Service  in  the 
usual  mode,  and  the  great  number  yet  remuning  to  Compleat  the 
Quotas  Called  for  heretofore,  induces  me  to  doubt  whether  the  makiog 
an  additional  Bequisition  now,  will  answer  the  End  proposed.  Tbe 
Commissary's  Department  informs  me  they  shall  want  on  this  oocanon 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Teams  more  than  they  now  have  |  if,  therefore, 
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\ 
lliat  number  Gan  be  added,  Either  by  tumisg  item  out  on  the  old 
order  or  on  a  new  one,  they  wonld  be  eaeentially  useful ;  I  Oanot 
ayoid  on  this  oocasion,  howerer,  makine  a  request  to  you  for  the  one 
linndred  and  fifty  Teanur  which  I  should  wish  might  come  to  Camp 
in  a  few  days,  Loaded  with  Provisions  &  forage,  and  then  be  ready 
to  attend  tlM  army  with  provisions,  if  they  oou'd  any  how  be  OoUeoted 
in  the  Counties  near  at  hand.  A;  speedily,  th^  might  be  Essentially 
vsefnll,  and  I  believe  we  riuiU  not  have  occasion  to  Detain  them 
many  Days — ^probably  not  call  upon  them  to  Cross  the  River  at  all, 
as  I  believe  Teams  sufitoieut  will  be  Beady  in  Jersey.  You  will 
please  to  inform  me  what  may  be  Expected  fh>m  this  requisitioD, 
ihat  I  may  place  a  proportionate  Dependance  on  them. 
I  am.  Sir, 

your  most  ob**  hum*  Serv*,  • 

CHARLES  PETTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  G«. 
Col.  James  Young,  W.  M.  GK  Penna. 

19*  May-      { 
Sir, 

In  the  Hurry  of  Business  I  n^lecied  enclosiog  this  to  you  yester- 
day by  the  Express,  which  I  hope  you  will  Excuse;  being 

your  very  Obed.  Serv*, 

JAMBS^YOUNG. 
DtrecUdy 

On  Public  Service. 

To  the  Hon**"  George  Bryan;  Esq%  Vice  President  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Abh.  Clark  &c./ Committee  of  Congbbss  to  PnESiDBirr 
Whaeton,  1778. 

York,  18^  March,  1778. 
Hon*  Sir, 

Your  ExceUencies'  Letter  in  Council  of  the  7**  distant,  relative  te 
the  Prisoners  sent  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  Virginia,  was 
read  in  Conxpess,  and  ares<dution*  thereupon  entered  into,  directing 
the  Board  of  War  to  deliver  them  to  the  Order  of  your  state,  which 
Besolution,  we  presume,  has  been  transmitted  in  the  usual  channeL 

The  latter  part  of  the  Letter  which  mentions  the  case  of  the 
Hon*^  John  Penn  and  Benj*  Chew,  Esq",  occasions  the  sub- 
scribers to  trouble  your  Excellency  herewith,  they  having  been 
appointed  by  Congress  a  Committee  to  Correspond  with  your  state, 
&  bring  in  a  report  to  Congress  on  that  subject  Thqse  Gentlemen 
*  See  page  878. 
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«8  Oibwtt  Officers,  &  holding  GommiBsionB  under  ih»  anihoriij  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  prior  to  the  dedaradon  of  Indepoidenee, 
&  yet  taking  no  active  part  ^that  we  know  of  against  ns,)  since  that 
Period;  renders  their  situation  very  pecaliari  ia  the  fint  point  of 
view  they  seem,  under  their  present  restraint,  Prisoners  of  the 
United  States;  what  is  to  be  done  with  them  oonristentwiih  Jostioa 
ft  the  public  safety,  is  a  Question  of  much  importance.  If  enlarged 
ft  permitted  to  go  into  Phikdelpfaia  what  mischief  may  our  Enemjas 
doe  under  a  Colour  of  their  authority,  even  without  their  consent,  if 
permitted  to  go  at  large  in  those  parts  of  Pennsylvania  in  poBsessioa 
of  tlM  Whigs,  as  they  are  so  intermixed  with  Tories,  yery  mis- 
chieveous  consequences  may  arise.  If  confined  in  Pennsylvania  tx 
refusing  a  Test,  ^t  may  occasion  discontent  &  caballing. 

Congress  have  no  objection  (we  are  inclined  to  think)  to  their 
bdng  returned  under  the  authority  of  the  state^  provided  it  can  bo 
done  without  danger  to  the  state  of  Pennsylv*  in  particular,  or  the 
United  States  in  general. 

The  Committee  request  such  Information  on  the  subject  as  yoar 
state  may  think  proper  to  communicate,  to  enable  them  to  foim 
their  opinion,  and  report  to  Congress  for  their  determination.* 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

your  EzoelUencies  most  obed*  servants, 
ABRA.  CLARK, 
&  JOHN  HENRY,  Jun'., 

JA-  SMITH, 
Dtrecledf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq%  President  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 


Jos.  Watkins  to  Council,  1778. 

Lebanon.  March  18%  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  15^  Instant,  but  am  sorry  hafi 
it  not  in  my  power,  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  Counml,  having 
some  time  ago  sent  all  the  Block  Tin  that  was  in  my  cue  to  Car- 
lirie.  But  a  Brigade  of  Waggons  will  go  from  this  Place  in  a  few 
Pays,  and  shall  order  one  Block  of  Tin  to  be  sent  down  here  (if  it 
is  not  already  used)  and  shall -forward  it  and  the  Lead  as  quicd:  as 
possible. 

lam, 

Tour  very  humble  servant, 

JO*  WATKINS, 
C.  0.  &  M.  Stoies. 
Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Matkck,  Esq". 

*  See  answer,  p.  889. 
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Prbs.  Wharton  to  Col.  Bighard  McCallistbr,  1778. 

In  CouQcil. 

Lancaster,  March  18«,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Council  having  jadged  it  necessary  to  call  the  eighth  class  of 
militia  of  jour  countj  into  actual  service,  you  are  hereby  authorised 
aad  directed  to  send  the  said  8th  class  of  militia  as  expeditiously  as 
possible  to  this  borough,  to  be  further  disposed  of  as  the  Council 
shall  direct. 

The  Continental  troops  now  here  are  ordered  to  camp,  and  will 
probablv  set  out  on  Monday  next,  from  which  time  there  will  be  no 
guards  here  over  the  ammunition  stores,  &c*,  until  the  militia  arrive, 
which  makes  it  absolutely  necessary  to  forward  them  with  all  pos- 
sible expedition,  such  as  are  first  ready  must  be  sent  forward  with- 
out waiting  for  the  whole  getting  ready.  The  Council  depend  on 
your  activity  and  zeal  in  forwarding  this  class  without  the  least  delay. 

By  order  of  Council, 

THO  WHARTON,  Jun', 

Presid'. 
Directed, 

To  Colonel  Bichard  M<^Callister,  Lieu«  of  York  County. 


V.  P.  Brtan  to  Assbmblt,  1778. 

Sir, 

In  a  bill  printed  for  OonsideratioD,  intituled  a  supplement  to  an 
Act  intituled  an  Act  to  continue  part  of  an  Act,  &;c.,  concerning  the 
nightly  watch  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  it  is  set  forth  that  the 
Secretary  k  Clerk  of  the  market  have  had  the  letting  of  the  Market 
Houses,  stalls  &  stands  in  the  Market  places,  and  of  the  ferries, 
wharffs,  k  public  Landing  places  in  Philad*.  This  seems  to  xxA  a 
very  mistaken  representation;  one  that  will  very  inconveniently 
appear  in  a  Law.  Mr.  Matladc  never  had  any  thing  in  charge  on 
the  subject,  nor  do  I  believe  he  has  medled  with  the  business.  Mr. 
Bedman,  Clerk  of  the  Market,  has  alone  the  charge  of  the  Stalls. 
Those  in  the  shambles,  between  the  Court  house  k  Third  street,  were 
rained  by  the  Enemy,  k  have  been  restored  by  means  of  money 
advanced  hy  the  Butchers,  who,  in  consideration  thereof,  are  inti- 
tuled to  hold  them  without  further  return  for  two  years,  from  last 
fall.  I  know  of  no  legal  right  by  which  the  corporation  rented  any 
ferry  in  the  city,  save  that  at  the  western  end  of  High  streety  over 
the  Schuylkill,  with  which  an  Act  of  Assembly  vested  them.    The 

16* 
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trifling  rates  of  ferriage^  &  tlie  intervention  of  a  bridge  bnilt  by  tbe 
publiC|  a  oireninstance  yr^  rendered  tbese  rates  illegal,  with  the 
hopes  of  something  being  done  bj  the  Legislature,  from  time  to 
time,  to  put  the  passage  over  Schuylkill  on  some  proper  footing,  has 
prevented  any  bargain  with  the  tenant  there.  Li  tnis  situation  it 
seems  odd  to  read  in  this  bill  a  proposed  grant  of  Ferries,  when  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  a  bridge  will,  at  all  times  hereafter,  be  main- 
tained over  tnat  River,  &  when  the  system  on  which  this  depends,  is 
closely  connected  with  the  Ferry  house. 

The  Landing  places  were  let  out  by  the  late  Corporation  of  the 
city,  by  what  right  I  know  not.  They  were  nublio  ground  riven 
for  the  free  use  of  the  inhabitants.  If  it  be  thought  best  to  Iceep 
them  in  repair,  by  levybg  wharfage  for  wood  &  other  necessaries 
put  on  shore,  it  will  be  necessary  that  proper  authority  be  vested  in 
the  assessors  and  wardens  for  that  purpose.  As  Council  do  not 
thhok  the  claim  or  practice  of  the  late  Mayor  and  Commonalty  to 
1)0  safe  ground  for  demanding  a  rent,  in  consideration  of  such  a 
wharfage  rate,  they  have  not  farmed  them  out^  tho'  they  were  darged 
generally  with  the  care  of  the  City  Estate. 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Coun<&l  do  not  wish  you  to  burden  yoor 
minutes  with  this  explanation,  but  they  beliete  you  will  make  a 
proper  use  of  it  before  the  bill  is  finished. 

.  I  am,  D'  Sir, 

your  most  obed*  servS 

O.B. 

P.  S.  For  six-pence  in  the  pound  additional  rate,  read  not  exceed- 
ing Qd.  in  the  pound,  &  say  now  often  it  may  be  levied — ^whether 
yearly. 


Council  to  Boabd  of  War,  1778. 

Lancaster,  March  18th,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  received  information  that  John  Hubley,  Esq', 
is  ordered  to  remove  the  ammunition  now  in  this  borough  further 
westward,  and  as  it  evidentiy  is  necessary  to  have  a  supply  of 
oatridges  for  the  guards,  &o.,  they  have  ordered  Mr,  Hubley  to 
deliver  Major  Wirti  a  quantity  of  powder,  sufficient  fw  20,000 
catridges,  which  he  is  directed  to  make  up  immediately.  Of  thifl  I 
am  commanded  by  Ooimeil  to  acquaint  you  in  expectation  of  your 
laying  it  before  the  Board  of  War  for  their  approbation. 
I  am  with  great  respect,  « 

yoor  very  humble  servant, 

TIMOTHY  MATLACK,  Seo^. 
IHrectedf 
To  the  Sec^  of  the  Board  of  War. 
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Jon'h  B.  Smith  to  PasBiDBirr  Weahtov,  1778. 

Tork  Town,  Maroh  19tb,  1778. 
Sir, 

Upon  an  ftppliention  from  the  settlera  at  Wioming  or  as  they  call 
ity  '*The  Town  of  WestmorelaQd/'  Congroaa  agreed  to^eatablisk  one 
Company  of  troops  there  for  ite  immediate  defence  for  one  year. 
Concress  has  expJ:^886d  this  in  the  same  terms  in  which  a  similar 
resomtion  passed  two  years  ago,  &  whioh  I  belieye  was  adopted  on 
the  oonsent  of  the  Delegates  from  Gonnecticnt  &  this  State ;  at  the 
Mune  time  establishments  were  formed  for  the  defence  of  the  other 
frontiers  by  establishing  other  corps  both  with  regard  to  Pensylv.  & 
Yirffinia.  The  honse  is  prepared  for  the  same  meaanres  now  on 
appucation  (I  bidlieve)  for  that  purpose.  Bat  the  affair  I  imagined 
had  been  len  to  the  Commissioners  now  at  Fittaborgh  at  least  as  far 
as  it  leapeots  the  Vicinity  of  that  place. 

In  a  letter  reoeiyed  from  Gtejo}  Washington  yesterday  he  speaks 
of  Uie  Snemys  representation  concerning  the  treatment  of  the  flag 
bearers,'*'  &,  seems  to  labonr  nnder  considerable  difficulties  on  that 
head.  An  order  passed  Conffress  some  time  ago  for  obtaining  from 
the  Hon.^'*  Council  a  state  of  that  kansaoti<»L  as  far  as  Council  or 
persons  under  their  authority  were  ooncemed|  I  wish  it  were  done. 

The  committee  ordered  to  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  assembly 
&  Council  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  Congress 
their  repcMrt.  I  have  seen  what  they  propose.   Among  other  mattersi 
they  recommend  that  the  price  fixed  by  the  State  be  adhered  to,  & 
that  the  waggon  hire  be  settled  agreeable  to  the  aot  of  our  State. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be 
irith  great  respect 
your  Excellencys 

obed^  &  very  Humble  Servant 

JON'A  B.  SMITH. 
DirecUdf 

Ob  pnUiek  service,  J.  B.  Smith. 

To  His  fizeeUeney  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 

*  Bee  pages  217,  2ZZ,  268. 
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James  Hamilton  to  Council. 

Northampton,  Maich  19;  1778. 
Sir, 

1  take  the  liberty  through  yon  to  adress  myself  to  the  Ftendent 
and  Council,  for  leave  to  return  to  my  family,  and  to  the  oaie  of  oy 
private  affairs,  which  have  already  suffered  greatly,  and  must  oqn- 
tinue  to  suffer  by  my  absence,  and  as  I  have  reason  to  be  thanhM 
for  your  former  civilities  I  trust  and  have  confidence  that  you  will  not 
discontinue  them  on  the  present  occauon,  but  on  the  contrary,  will 
countenance  and  enforce  my  request,  with  all  the  weight  and  iniu- 
enoe  you  have  in  the  publick  Council  of  the  Government 

I  cannot  allow  m  vself  to  believe  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Counefl 
have  any  personal  ill  will  to  me,  being  conscious  that  I  have  never 
deserved  it  from  any  one  of  them ;  and  if  through  the  whole  oourss 
of  this  unhappy  contest,  I  have  demean'd  myself  in  such  manner  as 
to  give  them  no  just  cause  of  offence,  excepting  only  thai  I  have  not 
actually  join'd  myself  to  the  party  they  espouse,  I  hope  the^  will 
please  to  think,  that  the  very  great  losses  already  sustained  m  my 
private  fortune,  with  a  six  montn's  restraint  from  the  society  of  my 
nearest  and  best  connections,  a  sufficient  punishment  to  one  of  my 
advanced  age,  for  having  mejrd^  adopted  a  speculative  opiniony 
which  I  am  persuaded  cannot  have  had  the  least  ill  efiect  upon  Uie 
cause  they  are  engaged  in. 

But  a  circumstance  of  vastly  more  importance  to  me,  and  which 
indeed,  is  the  immediate  cause  of  my  present  application,  is  that 
an  unhappy  disorder  in  my  face,  for  the  cure  (^  which  I  some  yearn 
'since  undertook  a  voyage  to  England,  and  thought  it  perfectly  accom- 
plished, hath  a^n  made  its  appearance  with  very  alarming  symp- 
toms, which  will  require  the  assistance  of  the  very  ablest  Physieiana 
and  surgeons  to  remove,  and  which  if  not  speedily  removed,  will 
probably  cost  me  my  life  \  and  I  am  sure  there  is  no  need  to  teU  yon 
that  the  (Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  in  these  parts,  without  the  least 
reflection  on  the  skill  of  any  of  them,  are  not  such  as  one  can  Moki^ 
confide  in  for  the  care  of  so  dangerous  a  Disorder. 

1  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  favour,  if  you  will  lay  this  application 
befcm  Mr.  President  Wharton  and  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Council,  who  upon  a  duo  consideration  of  the  several  matters  aUedged 
will  I  hope  be  induced  to  grant  me  this  permission  to  return  forth- 
with to  my  own  house,  where  not  only  the  assistance  of  Physicians  ko, 
but  the  necessary  attendance  about  my  own  person  can  be  had  with 
much  more  convenience  than  can  possibly  be  found  here,  in  thai 
situation,  I  shall  certainly  endeavour  to  live,  if  I  do  live,  as  inoffen- 
sively as  I  have  hitherto  done,  and  I  am  not  sensible  that  any  com- 
plaint, much  less  any  charge  to  the  Contrary,  hath  ever  been  made 
against  me  by  any  person  whatsoever. 
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I  am  not  in  the  least  apprehensive  that  any  Gentleman  who 
knows  me  can  be  so  unjost  as  to  sospect  me  of  exageration  in  the 
above  state  of  mj  ease,  with  a  view  to  excite  compassion  in  the 
breasts  of  those  I  address  myself  to.  Were  I  capable  of  so  fraudulent 
an  attempt,  I  should  heartily  despise  myself^and  freely  acknowledge 
that  I  ought  to  be  despised  by  all  others  for  so  base  a  prevarication. 
If  the  President  and  Coundl  shall  please  to  grant  my  request,  as 
I  flatter  myself  they  will,  and  for  which  I  shall  think  myself  hiehly 
obliged  to  them,  I  have  only  further  to  request,  that  it  may  be  done 
as  speedily  as  their  forms  will  allow,  all  delays  in  my  situation 
being  pernicious  and  dangerous,  and  I  must  desire  the  favour  of  you 
to  expedite  as  much  as  possible,  the  passage  for  me,  my  servants  and 

baggage,  by  the  Bearer  Jacob  Baughman whom  I  send  on 

purpose  to  receive  their  resolution,  and  to  convey  it  to  me  without 
loss  of  time. 

I  am  with  much  respect 

Sir,  your  most 

obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  HAMILTON, 

Postscript.  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  Doctor  Shippen,  whose  certificate  respecting  my  case  I  have 
inclosed,  by  which  the  President  &  Council  will  perceive  that  I  have 
not  attempted  to  impose  upon  them  in  the  account  I  gave  of  my 
oase,  and  which  I  beg  you  will  likewise  lay  before  them. 

J.  H.* 
March  20tb,  1778. 
Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire. 


Northampton,  20  March,  1778. 

At  Mr.  Hamilton's  request  I  have  carefully  inspected  the  sore  on 
bis  nose,  and  am  of  opinion  that  it  requires  the  immediate  care  and 
assistance  of  the  ablest  Physicians  &  Surgeons,  to  cure  &  remove  it; 
and  that  any  considerable  delay  in  administering  the  remedies  for 
that  purpose  may  &  will  be  attended  with  the  worst  consequences  to 
bis  health. 

W.SHIPPEN,jr,  D.  Q. 

*  See  page  883. 
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Gbn,  Robbrdbatt  to  PRBSiDBirp  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  Marcb,  19tli,  1778. 
Sir, 

Theendoaed  Tesolation  was  tliifl  Evening  pfopoaodtt  OongraB, 
and  after  some  debate,  committed  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State,  we 
therefore  request  lostrueftions  from  The  Hon'ble  the  Goiineil  on  tlw 
head,  with  their  result  on  the  other  matters  referred  to  them  by  m 
as  soon  as  possible.  A  resolution  has  passed  Gonmss  reoommendiBff 
to  this  state  to  oall  oat  five  hundred  Militia,  whi<m  will  be  forwarded 
to  you  by  the  President  to  which  please  to  be  referred.  I  an  ia 
bebAlf  of  my  Colleagues  very  respectfully, 

^  Sir,  y  most 

ob*  hum*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BOBERDEAU. 
IXrectedj 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 


Resolution  op  Congress,  1778. 

Li  Congress,  March  19th,  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  the  government  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested 
to  Station  five  hundred  militia  at  the  following  places  in  this  State, 
under  active  and  prudent  officers,  viz. 

Two  hundred  men  at  Easton. 
One  hundred  at  Bethlehem. 
Two  hundred  at  Beading, 

For  the  defence  of  the  magazines  of  miliiaiy,  &  other  stores  & 
provisions  at  those  places,  ft  to  keep  the  communication  secure  from 
any  sudden  incursions  of  the  enemy,  until  the  board  of  war  or 
General  Washington  shall  think  it  expedient  to  discharge  the  said 
militia. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Belcher  P.  Smith,  Sec.  p.  Tern. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AROHIVES  1778.  876 

Bbsolutioks  op  OoNaBEBS,  1778; 

In  Congress;  March  19th,  1778. 
Resolved, 

That  it  be  earnestly  recomTnended  to  the  several  States  to  take  the 
most  speedy  &  efiectnal  measures  for  raising  their  quotas  of  men, 
agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  26th  ult.,  &  to  cause 
the  men  so  raised,  or  which  had  been  raised  f^vions  to  the  passing 
that  resolve,  to  march  to  their  places  of  rendezvous  without  the 
smallest  delay;  taking  care  that  as  many  as  possible  come  armed  & 
aocoutered. 

And  that  a  more  certain,  &;  adequate  supply  of  accoutrements  may 
be  provided. 

Besolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  State  to  appoint  some  suitable 
person  or  persons  to  get  made  with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  many 
compleat  setts  of  accoutrements  &  spare  bayonet  sheaths,  as  shall  lie 
Buffident  for  their  respective  quotas  of  troops ;  the  cartridge  boxes  to 
be  made  to  hold  .twenty-nine  rounds  of  cartridges  when  made  up  with 
ounce  balls.  A;  the  cover  of  good  substantial  leather,  with  a  small 
cover  or  flap  under  it,  that  the  ammunition  may  be  most  effectually 
guarded  against  rain ;  and  to  prevent  impositions  from  the  workmen, 
that  proper  inspectors  be  appointed  to  examine  &  receive  the  accou- 
trements, with  orders  to  reject  such  as  are  bad,  k  insufficient;  ft  that 
the  accoutrements  bo  provided  shall  be  sent  forward  with  the  troops, 
or  as  soon, after  as  possible : 

That  in'  case  in  any  State  they  have  quantities  of  tin,  instead  of 
the  cartouch  boxes,  an  equal  number  of  tin  cartridge  oannisters  bo 
famished  agreeably  to  a  pattern  or  description  to  be  sent  by  the 
board  of  war. 

Extract  firom  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y 

Bec'd  from  Secy's  Office  27th. 
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Arch'd  .MgGlsan  to  Prbsipeiit  Whaeiok,  1778. 

York,  March  20th  1778. 

Mftj  it  please  Yoar  Exoellency. 

On  Yesterday  I  sent  a  few  lines  to  the  Counml  which  had  long 
Iain  by  me  for  the  Want  of  a  safe  and  Certain  opportonity  of  Con- 
veyanoe,  and  tho'  the  Time  b  now  short,  unio  which  I  have  appointed 
the  People  to  come  for  their  Licencesi  yet  the  shortness  of  my  being 
acquainted  with  the  Opportunity  by  Mr.  Hahn  the  bearer  thereof 

Prevented  me  from  being  more  particular,  and  of  requesting  That  the 
licences  may  be  sent  by  him; — ^I  therefore  now  beg  the  Favour  of 
Council  that  they  may  be  sent  either  by  Mr.  Hahn^  or  by  the  Bearer 
hereof  Col.  McAlister,  either  of  whom  will  so  much  oblige  me  as  to 
bring  them;  and  I  the  rather  request  it.  That  the  Time  is  so  short  I 
cannot  now  go  over  myself^  and  on  next  Week,  I  have  appointed  to 
deliver  them  to  the  People. 

The  inclosed  application  came  to  my  hands  in  its  present  state  oa 
last  Evening,  and  I  submit  it  to  the  Council  to  give  it  its  due  Weight 
The  Matters  set  forth  in  it  are  Facts,  and  if  the  Acts  of  General 
Assembly  are  sufficiently  clear  to  make  the  Appointments  Lesal  ia 
this  Mode,  I  will  venture  to  say  the  appointment  is  necessary,  &  the 
Persons  unexceptionable  and  besides  are  recommended  by  some  of 
the  first  Gentlemen  in  the  Place. 

I  would  humbly  propose  it  to  your  Excellenoy  and  there  rest  it, 
whether  the  Coundl  are  not  enabled  by  the  Constitution  to  recommend 
necesaary  Matters  to  the.  Assembly,— If  so  I  presume  as  the  times 
now  are.  That  a  farther  allowance,  or  the  augmentation  of  the  Fees 
of  Civil  and  Judicial  Officers  are  at  this  Time  necessary,  as  in  their 
Endeavours  to  serve  the  General  cause,  they  are  exio  officio  in  a 
great  Degree  restrained  from  other  Resourees  for  the  obtaining  even 
a  common  Living,  and  the  Fees  by  Law  being  inadequate,  it  is  hard 
if  they  must  sink,  in  their  Endeavours  to  be  subservient  to  the  od- 
vation  of  their  Country. 

In  that  Case  I  should  Think  That  instead  of  Regulating  the  whole 
Table,  That  for  the  pj^esent  only  the  doubling  the  allowance  of  all 
Officers,  would  be  short  and  easy  and  not  inadequate. 

Pardon  this  Troubloi  The  Bearing  being  on  Journey,  I  have  not 
Time  to  revise  it. 

I  am  with  great  Sincerity 

your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant 

ARCH'D  McCLEAN. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'r,  Esq.,  President^  &c. 
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Rbsolutions  op  Congrbss,  1778. 

In  Congress. 

March  20th,  1778. 
Besolyed, 

That  the  supreme  executive  eonnoil  of  Pennsylvania  he  requested 
to  take  measures  that  th"^  kw;  ktely  passed  in  that  state,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  filling  magazines  for  the  use  of  the  continental 
army,  he  effectually  executed  by  the  Commissioners  named  in  said 
law,  for  obtaining  the  30,000  barrels  of  flour  directed  to  be  laid  up 
on  the  east  side  of  Susquehannah,  and  such  other  kinds  of  provisions 
as  may  be  in  their  power  to  procure,  unless  Congress  shall  find  that 
quantity  of  flour  unnecessary  to  be  procured,  &  shall  give  orders 
accordingly: 

That  it  IS  expected  from  those  of  the  Commissioners,  who  act  on 
the  west  side  of  Susquehannah,  that  they  use  their  endeavours  to 
purchase  &  lay  up  sucn  quantitxes  of  provisions,  &  in  such  places  as 
the  board  of  war  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  axmy  in 
case  of  emergency : 

That  Congress  conceive  all  cause  of  complaint  against  the  instruo- 
tions  of  the  Doard  of  war  to  their  superintendents  must  now  cease, 
as  three  of  said  superintendants  haye  been  dismissed ;  and  it  is  ex- 
pressly injoined  upon  the  others  to  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the 
state  m  which  they  are,  from  time  to  time,  employed: 

That  the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  informed,  that 
whatever  rate  the  legislature  of  that  state  has  fixed  for  the  wa^es  of 
waggons,  shall  be  paid  for  the  waggons  of  that  state  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  continent,  since  those  rates  were  enacted : 

That  maj'  gen*  Mifflin,  the  late  quarter  master  general,  be  directed 
to  cause  an  immediate  jmyment  to  be  made  of  aU  wages  justly  due 
from  him  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  whose 
wattons  have  been  employed  by  him. in  the  continental  service : 

That  the  Commissioners,  appointed  by  a  law  of  Pennsylvania*  to 
fill  certain  magazines  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army,  be  directed 
to  confine  their  purchases  within  the  limits  of  their  own  state. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

BELCHER  P.  SMITH,  Sec.  p.  Tem. 


V*  P.  Gbo.  Bryan  to  Wm.  Gray  and  John  Littlb,  1778- 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  21st  March,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  the  board  of  war  at  York  Town,  in  their  Letter 
of  the  19*^  Instant,  we  order  you  to  issue  such  provision  as  you  may 
have  procured  under  the  powers  given  to  yon  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
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for  tho  better  bu^j  of  the  Annies  of  the  United  States  of  America^ 
for  the  victualing  of  the  Militia  of  yonr  conntj  of  Northamberlaad, 
called  oat  to  actual  service  by  Sanuel  Hunter;  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
I  ani;  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

a.  B.,  Vice  presid*. 

Direciedj 
To  Mess"  W-  Gray  &  John  Little,  Northumberland. 


PftEa.  OP  Congress  to  Pkbs.  Whartok,  1778. 

York  Town^  21flt  March,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  last  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  was  dated  the  15th 
Inst;  by  Messenger  Sharp.  On  the  10th  I  transmitted  to  ynor 
Szcellency,  by  the  hand  of  the  Reverend  M'  Duffill,  a  Packet  con- 
tainiog  six  Commissions  for  cruizing  vessels,  together  with  Bonds  & 
Instructions.  This  Intimation  proceeds  from  an  application  whidi 
was  made  to  me  yesterday  by  the  Honble  M'  J.  B.  Smith,  for  com- 
missions for  the  use  of  the  state.  If  a  further  supply  is  wanted,  or 
that  the  packet  above  alluded  to  hath  not  reached  your  Excellency, 
please  to  inform  me  &  your  Excellenc/s  commands  shall  be  im- 
mediately obeyed. 

This  will  be  accompanied  by  four  Acts  of  Congress,  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  refer. 

1.  16th  March.  For  obtaining  necessary  information  of  the  deter- 
mination of  each  of  these  states  respecting  Acts  of  Congress  trans- 
mitted to  each,  from  and  after  the  1st  November,  1777. 

2.  The  same  date.  For  delivering  over  to  the  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent &  Council  of  Pennsylvania  certain  Prisoners  confined  ia 
Virginia,  &  for  appointing  a  Committee  to  correspond  with  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  on  the  Case  of  the  Honble  John  iPenn  &  Benja. 
Chew. 

8.  19th.  Bequesting  the  Government  of  this  state  to  station  oar- 
tain  numbers  of  Militia,  for  the  defence  of  Magazines  of  Military  & 
other  stores,  at  Easton,  Bethlehem  &  Reading. 
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4.  20th.    For  fillinff  MagaiiDes  of  ProTisioDB ;  Payment  of  Wag- 
gon hire  dae  to  the  Innabitants  of  these  states,  &e. 
I  hate  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  Begard, 

Sir,  your  Szoellenoy's 
Most  obedient  humble  sery*, 

HENRY  LAURENS,    , 
President  of  Congress. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  President  Wharton,  Pennsylyania. 


(Jen.  Lacey  to  President  Wharton  1778. 

Camp,  Doyles  Town,  March  21-*,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  you  from  the  Billet  the  4th  Instant,  an  Answer  to  which 
I  have  Ions  expected,  but  still  am  disappointed ;  I  at  length  begin  to 
eonolude  the  Letter  has  miscarried.  The  times  of  the  Cumberland 
County  Militia  is  expired,  &  the  York  County  is  the  greatest  part 
u^  in  a  few  days,  when  I  shall  be  left  again  in  a  helpless  condition, 
with  one  Battallion  of  but  little  better  than  two  hundred  &  fifty  men 
fit  for  duty;  pray,  consider  me,  and  let  me  have  such  numbers  as 
Council  may  think  necessary  to  answer  the  End  expected  in  this 
Quarter. 

These  three  Weeks  last  past,  my  movements  has  so  baffled  the 
Enemy  that  their  Light  Horse  has  not  dared  to  show  their  Heads 
any  distance  out  of  their  lines;  a  great  check  has  also  been  put  to 
the  communication  between  the  City  and  Country.  Fourteen  of  the 
Yillains  has  made  their  escape  out  of  my  Guard,  and  fled  immedi* 
ately  to  the  Enemy;  I  have  fifteen  or  sixteen  Yet  confined,  wuting 
to  know  the  Council's  pleasure  what  is  best  to  be  done  with  them* 

I  should  be  glad  Council  would  give  me  permission  to  raise  a 
troop  of  Militia  Horse  durinff  the  (^paign ;  if  tbe  State  would 
find  Arms  &  Accoutrements  lor  them,  I  am  satisfied  I  could  easily 
raise  a  good  Troop. 

Inclosed  is  a  return  of  my  Brigade. 

I  remain,  with  Respect, 
I>earSir, 

Your  Most.obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  LACEY,  jun. 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jun.,  Esq.,  Lancaster. 

^  favour  of    | 
Colo.  Buchanan) 
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Council  to  DsLsaATES  ik  Congbbbs,  1778. 

In  Cooncil, 

Lancaster,  March  21^  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Hnble.  J.  B.  Smith's  letters  of  the  16th  and  19th,  and  om 
from  the  Hnble.  D.  Boberdeau,  Esq',  of  the  19th,^haTe  been  nH) 
in  Conndl. 

The  sentiments  of  Gonncil  respecting  M'  Penn  &  M'  Chew  vill 
be  oommnnicated  to  the  Committee  of  Congress^  appointed  to  ooo&x 
with  us  on  that  subject,  as  soon  as  the  business  is  matured,  which 
will  probably  be  in  a  da^or  two. 

The  Town  Major  of  this  borongh  was  ordered  by  Council,  on  the 
18th,  to  add  20,000  cartridges  to  the  stodc  on  hand,  as  a  prorisuMi 
against  emergencies,  and  they  communicated  this  order  to  the  Boud 
of  War.  Perhaps  this  will  answer  the  intention  mentioned  in  Qeii' 
Boberdeau's  letter. 

On  the  16th  FeVy,  a  full  state  of  the  afiair  relating  to  the  Flaggf 
was  sent  to  the  Board,  and  the  depositions  relating  to  it,  so  fhr  as 
the  Council  had  interfered,  was  forwurded  at  the  same  time. — ^To 
that  Board,  therefore,  we  refer  you,  and  they  will,  no  doubt,  infiann 
you  of  their  part  of  that  transaction,  by  which  you  will  be  posaeoed 
of  the  whole  facts. 

P.  S.  Since  the  within  was  written  it  has  been  suggested  in  Coun- 
cil that  the  fisheries  on  Deleware  may  afibrd  a  large  supply  of  fish, 
Ssrhans  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand  Barrels,  if  salt  can  be  had. 
his  aeserves  immediate  attention,  for  if  any  thing  is  done  there  is 
not  a  moment  to  spare  as  the  season  is  at  hand  and  lasts  but  a  short 
time.  Should  Congress  incline  to  do  any  thing  in  this  matter  tiie 
following  gentlemen  appear  to  be  the  most  proper  persons  to  employ 
in  this  business : 

Colo.  Coperihwaite,  at  tlv,j^-x^«„ 
M'W-flilnor,at         Bordentown. 

M'  Langston  Carlisle,  Burlington. 
Indoned 
To  the  honble.,  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congreflft. 
*  See  page  867.  f  See  page  268. 
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COUKOIL  TO  BOBSEI   LxVBBSy  1778. 

In  Couneil; 

Lanoastor,  March  21««^  1778. 
Sir, 

This  Day  I  reoeiTed  your  Letter  of  the  13<^  InaS  by  Ool*  Deanoi 
whioh  I  kyd  before  Council ;  they  are  of  opinion,  in  case  you  are 
obliged  to  remove  from  the  House  you  now  ocoupyi  and  cannot 
procure  anothw  in  Easton,  that  Allentown,  or  near  it  will  be  a 
oonvenlent  place  for  Publiok  Papers  to  be  depoeited,  and  therefore, 
can  have  no  objection  to  your  request 

Ooonoil  are  of  opinion  That  a  Parole  ought  not  to  be  taken  ftom 
any  peiion  travelling  from  one  Oounty  to  another ;  but  that  the 
Iiaws  should  be  put  into  immediate  execution.  Those  who  will  not 
take  the  Test  prescribed  by  the  Law,  they  must  suffer  the  penalty 
of  disobedience. 

I  am,  sir, 

your  very  Hum.  ser*. 

P.  S.  I  beg  to  know  if  there  is  a  prospect  of  procuring  Waggons 
— the  Beads  are  now  good — your  Letter  informing  me  that  they 
had  not  sett  off,  save  me  a  good  deal  of  pam,  as  our  poor  soldiers  are 
in  want  of  Cloathing. 

T.W. 

Directed^ 

To  Bobert  LeYers,  Esq',  Easton. 


B.  Gkk.  Laobt  to  Prbsibbnt  Whamok,  1778, 

*•  Camp,  March  22d,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  most  Distressing  complaints  comes  concerning  some  VHians 
belonging  to  the  Cumberland  County  Militia,  stealing  of  Horses. 

I  most  earnestly  desire  some  method  may  be  taken  to  apprehend 
the  thieves ;  a  search  or  examination  will  be  very  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  when  they  come  to  Lancaster,  or  expresses  sent  to  the  ferries 
where  they  Cross;  and  unless  great  injustice  is  done  them  by  Com- 
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pkint  io  me,  a  Considenble  number  of  good  Hones  will  be  fovnd 
amongst  theiQ. 

I  am^  Sir, 

Tour  mo.  obed't  8K 

JOHN  LACET,  Jr. 
Direeteidf 
To  Thomas  WhartOD|  Jr.^  Pros*  Execatiye  GouncOi  Laaeaster. 
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**  That  to  eheok  any  insurreotioa  of  the  diaaffiMlad  &  io  pfereafc 
small  parties  of  the  enemj  traversing  the  Stale  of  Pensjlvania,  it  be 
reoommended  tothegOYemment  of  the  said  state  forthwith  to  depeal 
in  the  hands  of  the  county  Lientenants  of  the  well  aflboted  oomilici 
of  the  said  States  suffioient  quantities  of  amnAuitioni  to  be  used  on 
any  emergency/' 

Indorsed,  March  23. 


Council  to  Jacob  Moroan,  Ac,  1778. 

In  Council; 

Lancaster,  March  24, 1778. 
Sir, 

Congress  haying  ordered  guards  to  be  placed  at  seyeral  towns  in 
this  state,  and  amonff  others,  that  one  hundred  men  be  stationed  at 
Bethlehem,  and  two  hundred  at  Easton,  for  the  defence  of  the  maga- 
zines of  military  and  other  stores  and  proyisions  at  those  places,  and 
to  keep  the  communication  secure  from  any  sudden  incursions. 

Tou  are  hereby  ordered  to  fumishi  immediately,  three  hnndred 
men,  for  the  above  said  purposes,  out  of  the  class  or  classes  whose 
tour  of  duty  next  follows  those  which  have  been  last  ordered  out, 
and  station  thom  at  the  places  above  mentioned.  This  service  it.is 
expected  the  people  of  your  county  will  enter  upon  with  great  alao- 
rity  and  readmese. 
Directed^ 

To  Jaoob  Morgan  and  John  Weitde,  Esqiv.,  Lbiits.|  of  the  ooantiea 
of  Berks  and  Northampton. 
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Council  to  Jakjbs  Hamilton,  1778. 

Lancaster,  March  24, 1778. 

Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  19th  I  laid  ^before  the  Council  the  moment  it 
came  to  my  hand,  but  I  have  not  received  any  direction  what  reply 
to  mi^e  to  it,  nor, -from  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  do  I  see 
any  propriety  or  use  in  keeping  your  messenger  waiting  any  longer 
for  an  answer. 

A  Committee  of  Congress  was  appointed  last  week  to  confer  with 
Council  on  .^ours  and  other  like  oases,  which  will  probably  produce 
a  decision  within  some  very  short  time ;  this  may^  perhaps,  be  one 
reason  why  no  direction  is  given  me  concerning  your  application. 
I  shall  be  extremely  unhappy  if  any  inattention  of  mine  should 
delay  a  determination  of  suca  importance  to  any  man,  as  that  which 
yon  request  is  to  you-i^my  own  feelings  will  therefore  prevent  the 
danger  of  a  neglect  on  my  part. 

It  ought  not  to  give  you  offence  if  I  observe  that  what  might 
have  been  considered  as  m  espousing  of  a  party  on,  or  before  the 
8rd  day  of  July,  1776,  became  on  the  day  following  not  a  party, 
but  a  national  distinction,  and  every  man  within  the  State  was 
bound,  from  the  nature  of  civil  society,  to  take  a  part  with  it,  other- 
wise he  could  not  be  entitled  to  protection  from  it,  but  must  be 
considered  as  the  subject  of  the  state  to  which  he  -  had  actually 
acknowledged  alle^pance. 

It  would  be  injustice  to  forbear  mentioning  to  you  that  the 
General  Assembly  have,  under  their  consideration,  a  law  which  must 
very  materially  affect  you  if  it  should  be  passed,  as  it  is  proposed, 
obliging  all  persons  who  now  hold,  or  who  have  heretofore  held 
offices  under  the  authority  of  G.  B.,  to  renounce  the  Commission 
under  which  they  have  acted,  by  taking  an  oath  of  alle^ance  to  this 
State  as  now  established,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  their  go^  and  Chat- 
tels, lands  &  tenements,  and.  being  and  treated  as  enemies  to  the 
State. 

The  enclosed  law  is  enacted. 

I  am  with  great  reapeot, 

you  veiy  bumble  servant^ 

T.  M.,  Sec'. 

James  Hamilton,  Esqr. 

•  See  page  872. 
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Pebsidbnt  Wharton  to  CoMMrrrBB  of  CoKaRBSs,  1778. 

In  Council. 

Ltnoaster,  Huoh  26, 1778. 

Gen*, 

The  persons  appointed  to  purchase  liorses,  agreeable  to  your  & 
rectionsj  have  entered  upon  that  duty,  but  find  it  imposable  to 

Erooeed  without  money ;  and  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  the  prioes  of 
orses  is  advancing  very  rapidly.  The  bearer,  Col'I  Watson,  has 
attended  here  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money,  w^  we  are  net 
able  to  supply  him  with.  He  may,  p^haps,  forward  the  bannesB, 
if  you  shall  think  it  proper,  to  pay  into  his  hands  a  sum  sofllcient 
to  enable  him  to  proceed  on  in  the  purchase. 

The  money  must  be  had,  or  the  ^chase  will  be  at  a  stand  in 
every  county. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  W.,  Jr.,  P. 
Directed, 

To  the  Hon'ble  Francis  Dana  and  others,  late  Committee  fit>m 
Congress,  at  Camp,  York  Town. 


Gen'l  Jo^N  Laoby  Jjr.,  to  Pkhpidbnt  Whartok,  1778- 

Camp,  Bucks  Oounty,  March  26th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  12  Instant,  has  just  oome  to  iMtnd ;  I  have  nude 
every  disposition  to  cover  the  Comutry  from  the  cruel  ravases  of  tlie 
British  mercinaries,  that  my  numbers  would  admit  of,  &  I  have  to 
flatter  myself  that  they  have  been  attended  with  tolerable  success, 
especially  with  regard  to  stopping  the  small  parties  from  ransacking 
the  Countiy ;  but  to  stpp  the  intercourse  &  marketing  is  impossible, 
with  the  numbers  I  have.  I  wish  Council  would  consider  those 
infamous  wretches  that  my  parties  take  going  to  the  Enemy  with 
marketing,  and  appoint  some  way  for  their  tryal. 

Was  a  Jury  to  set  near  my  Camp  for  the  purpose,  I  could  easily 
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furnish  tbem  with  evidences  against  the  Villains,  which  wonld  he 
dlffioalt  to  do  at  a  distance  on  many  accounts;  and  at  the  same  time 
protect  them. 

Inclosed  is  a  return  of  my  Brigade,  which  is  disposed  of  in  the 
following  manner,  Viz. 

On  Gomm<  with  a  dreve  of  Cattle  to  H'd  Q», 
On  Comm*  with  the  Stores,  Arms,  &c.,  at 

DoylesTown, 

On  Comm'  to  take  a  person  who  has  passed  a 

large  sum  of  Counterfeit  money, 
On  Gomm*  forraging  &  guarding  some  cattle 

belonging  to  the  Militia,  .... 

Total  on  Command, 

The  remainder,  which  is  one  hundred  &  sixty*  two,  I  keep  on  the 
different  Eoade  Leading  to  the  Enemies  lines ;  from  the  detail  above 
you  will  find  my  scouts  cannot  be  very  large. 
I  remain  with  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob^  Hble  Servt, 

JOHN  LACEY,  Jr. 

P.S.  The  entry  in  my  last  return  of  the  time  of  the  Northampton 
militia,  wats  rong,  which  will  appear  by  the  Inclosed  return.  My 
numbers  are  quite  too  small  to  answer  the  purpose  expected,  I  beg 
OoQDcil  will  Consider  me.  His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  in- 
formed me  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  Gen.  Armstrong  prommised 
him  one  thousand  militia  should  be  kep  up  on  this  side  the  School- 
kill,  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

J.  L. 
Directed, 

On  Publick  Service.  His  Exoelly  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esqr., 
Lancaster. 
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Col.  Richard  Butler  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Ounp,  Yalbj  Forge,  26«^  March,  1778. 

Sir, 

It  18  with  paia  I  sit  down  to  address  joor  Ezcellenoj  at  a  time 
that  I  am  Sensible  your  mind  is  taken  up  in  the  many  calls  of  your 
Country,  that  demand  }our  Care  &  Particular  attention. 

But  I  think  I  should  be  wanting  in  the  trust  you  have  reposed  in 
me,  were  I  to  neglect  leting  you  know  the  wants  of  the  Reg'  I  have 
the  hon'  to  Command  in  the  Service  of  y*  States ;  I  find  Sir,  that 
the  men  are  good  and  can  be  much  depended  on  as  brave  soldiers,  and 
that  nothing  but  their  Naked  Situation  induces  any  of  them  to  leave 
me,  the  want  of  Cloathing  is  the  first  thing  that  makes  a  soldier 
think  little  of  himself,  the  want  of  pay,  &  provisions  irregularly  serv', 
will  make  him  uneasy,  but  that  is  nut  the  case  with  these,  they  are 
well  paid  &  fed;  Therefore  I  think  had  I  cloathing  for  them  I  would 
venture  to  vouch  for  their  Conduct,  both  as  to  their  bravery  &  fidelity, 
and  am  certain  it  would  be  very  Conducive  to  their  health.  I  am 
sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  there  has  not  been  a  blanket 
to  five  men  through  the  whole  winter,  and  the  Chief  of  them  but 
one  shirt,  and  many  none,  (Indeed  I  may  almost  say,  with  Sir  John 
Falataff,  one  and  a  half  to  a  Comply,)  this  your  Excellency  may 
depend  is  the  case,  but  I  will  do  my  Endeavour  to  keep  them  together, 
and  nurse  them  as  well  as  I  can,  in  hopes  your  Excellency  and  the 
Supreme  Executive  CouncU  will  afford  me  relief  as  soon  as  possible. 
Shall  hope  the  honor  of  a  line  on  the  subject,  as  it  will  give  great 
weight  to  my  assertions  of  speedy  relief. 

I  Remain  with  the  most  profound  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed'  &  very  humble 
Serv* 

'rICH'D  butler.  Col.  9*^  P.  Reg«.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Oovemor  Wharton,  at  Lancaster. 


Commissioners  for  Wbstbrn  Department  to  President 
Wharton,  1778. 

We  the  Commissioners  for  the  Western  Department,  acting  under 
the  Authority  of  Congress,  having  in  obedience  to  our  Instructions, 
notice  being  first  given  to  all  the  neighbouring  Counties,  proceeded 
to  an  Enquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  Colonel  George  Morgan,  Agent 
for  Indian  affairs,  and  continued  the  same  by  adjournments  f^om  the 

*  See  page  404. 
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iwentieth  to  the  twenty  Siztii  Insta&t;  do,  after  the  dearest  au4 
most  satisfaotory  TestimoiiieSy  wholly  aoqait  the  said  Colooel  Qeorge 
Morgan  of  the  Charges  against  him,  of  infidelity  in  hia  poblio  troal^ 
and  disaffection  to  the  Amerioan  Cause.  And  we  testify  that  we 
are  posseet  of  the  Knowledge  of  varioas  Faots,  and  CirettmstaoeeSi 
evincing  not  only  his  Attachment  to  that  Caaae,  but  also  an  uncona* 
non  degree  of  DUigenee  in  discharging  the  daties  of  his  Emidoymsnt, 
and  attention  to  the  Interests  of  the  United  States.  And  therefore 
are  of  Opinion  he  ought  to  be  restored  to  the  fullest  Confidenoe  of 
his  Country. 
Pittsburgh,  Marsh  27^,  1778. 

rSAMP.  MATHEWS, 
Signed,     }  GEO.  OLYMER, 

(  SAM'L  MoDOWBL. 


Copy. 

GEO.  MORGAN. 


Directedj 

To  His 
i  Lancas 
Favoured  by  Colo,  John  Nevill. 


To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
at  Lancaster. 


Brio,  Gbn.  AiranoNY  Waynk  to  P&bs't  Whaeton,  1778. 

Mount  Joy,  27**  March,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

It's  at  last  Concluded  to  throw  the  Penns*  Troops  into  one  Divi- 
sion after  reducing  them  to  ten  RegiaiMits«  which  I  believe  will  be 
as  many  as  we  can  filL  I  have  but  little  hopes  of  being  supplyed 
with  many  Recruits,  unless  the  Officers  in  the  back  Counties  meet 
with  more  success  than  those  in  Philad*  and  Chester.  An  Officer 
from  the  latter  came  in  yesterday  after  being  out  five  weeks  wi<iiout 
a  single  Recruit. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  Expediency  of  Employing  a 
greater  number  of  Officers  on  that  Business  in  Berks,  Lancaster, 
York  &  Cumberland  Counties,  as  the  most  likely  places  to  meet 
with  success.  I  fear  aU  our  exertions  in  this  way  will  fall  far  short 
of  our  wishes,  and  that  nothing  but  a  Draft  will  be  adequate  to  the 
Business. 

It's  rumoured  that  the  Enemy  have  avaeuated  Road  Island,  and 
are  drawing  all  their  force  to  one  /ocu9 ;  if  this  should  be  the  case, 
as  we  have  grounds  to  think  it  is,  they  will  be  too  powerfull  for  us 
in  the  field  unless  great  and  speedy  supplies  are  thrown  in ;  it  there- 
fore becomes  the  duty  of  this  State  to  make  an  Immediate  and 
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Bffeotnal  Exertion  to  Compleate  her  Quofa  of  men.  But  whilst 
thh  18  doing  let  me  Intreat  you  Sir,  not  to  neglect  proTiding  the 
Linnen  OTeralls  and  other  Clothing  to  enable  ns  to  iike  the  Field 
with  some  Edaxty  which  will  add  both  spirit  and  Health  to  your 
Troops— for  you  may  rest  assured  that  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  Deaths 
and  Desertions  in  this  army  are  owing  to  Dirt  and  nakedness. 

I  have  the  Happiness  to  Inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Troops 
of  this  state  enjoy  a  much  sreater  share  of  Health  than  any  other 
part  of  the  army,  and  I  pledge  my  Reputation  to  keep  them  so,  on 
Condition  that  I  can  be  provided  with  Linnen  and  other  Clothing. 
It's  to  you,  Sir,  that  we  look  up  to  for  those  matters,  and  in  tius 
case  we  consider  you  as  our  Common  father. 
AdieU;  my  Dear  Sir, 

and  believe  me 

Yours  most  sinoerely, 

ANTY.  WAYNE. 
Directedj 
On  publick  Service. 
To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq',  Lancaster. 


Rbsolution  op  Congrbss,  1778.         ^ 

In  Congress,  27**  Maich,  1778. 
Resolvedi 

That  in  case  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall  mnt  Col.  Thomas 
Hartley  the  State  bounty  for  the  men  that  may  be  inlisted  in  that 
State  for  his  regiment,  the  Stete  shall  have  credit  in  her  quota  of 
troops  for  such  men. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
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Council  to  Abraham  Clabkb,  &o.,  1778. 

In  Connoil, 

Lancaster,  March  27, 1778. 
QentlemeDy 

Tour  letter  of  the  18th*  has  been  seyeral  times  under  the  consid- 
eration of  Oonnoil,  and  an  answer  thereto  would  have  been  given, 
before  this  time,  but  that  it  was  judged  to  be  prudent  to  wait  a  few 
days  for  the  determination  of  the  Hn'ble  House  of  General  Assembly, 
respecting  a  bill,  which  has  now  been  seTcral  times  read  in  the  house, 
which  wiU  apply  to  the  ease  of  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Chew,  and  others,  who 
have  held  offices  under  the  authority  of  the  King  of  Grreat  Britain. 
Council  observe,  with  great  satisfaction,  the  prudent  precaution  and 
care  of  Congress,  in  this  matter,  which  appears  to  be  particularly  in- 
teresting to  Pennsylvania; — and,  we  suppose  it  is  expected  that  we 
shall  speak  freely  on  the  subject. 

These  Qentlemen,  at  the  request  of  Congress,  have  been  arrested 
by  the  authority  of  the  state,  and  although  they  have  been  sent  out 
of  the  state,  it  is  not  understood  that  the  authority  of  it  over  them 
has  been  given  up,  or  that  Congress  claimed  authority  over  them 
For  if  they  had  there  does  not  appear  to  us  any  reason  why  Congress 
should  not  have  arrested  these  Gentlemen  under  that  right,  instead 
of  calling  on  the  State  to  do  it.  We  conceive  they  cannot  be  con- 
sidered at  present  as  Prisoners  of  War,  as  they  have  been  arrested 
by  civil  authority,  and  that  authority  is  aoeountable  for  its  conduct 
therein,  and  for  the  disposal  of  them. 

This  Council  would  find,  at  a  future  day,  great  Difficulties  in 
accounting  for  the  arresting  of  these  Gentlemen,  permitting  them  to 
be  sent  out  of  the  state  and  there  kept  a  great  length  of  time,  if  it  is 
admitted  that  their  refusal  in  any  sort  to  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  the  State  as  free  and  independent,  and  neglecting  to  resign 
and  renounce  the  commissions  whioh  they  held  under  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  was  not  taking  a  part  against  us.  When  men  in  their 
senses,  possesse'd  of  great  fortunes,  refuse  or  neglect  to  join  in  the 
necessary  measures  for  the  defence  of  the  country  in  which  those 
estates  lie,  it  is  the  strongest  possible  evidence  that  such  men  are 
friends  to  the  enemies  of  that  oountrr }  and  that  the  time  when  they 
may  safely  join  those  enemies  must  be  the  only  point  which  remains 
to  be  by  them  determined  upon.  The  arrest  of  those  Gentlemen  was 
unquestionably  proper.  At  a  time  of  great  confusion,  when  the 
enemy  was  advancing  to  our  Capitol,  it  was  in  their  power  to  have 
done  us  great  injury  by  heading  a  party  a^nst  the  few  Whfgs 
which  remained  in  it,  and  by  other  means,  which  are  now  whollv  out 
of  their  power.    But  was  Mr.  Penn  now  in  Philadelphia,  we  know 

*  8ee  pagei  864^  867. 
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of  no  aathority  which  oould  be  exereised  hj  him,  tiDder  the  pAtence 
of  being  Governor  of  PennsyWania,  which  could  do  any  injnry  to 
the  general  caose  of  America,  or  to  this  state,  should  Oeneral  Howe 
be  disposed  to  judge  differently  in  the  case  of  Pennsylvania  from 
that  of  New  York  with  respect  to  the  powers  of  civil  govemment| 
which  we  see  no  great  reason  to  apprehend  that  he  would. 

It  is  necessary  to  enquire  not  only  what  will  be  the  consequences 
of  the  enlargement  of  those  Gentlemen  from  confinement,  but  also 
what  will  be  the  consequences  of  oontmuing  them  prisoner^,  in  order 
to  form  a  judgment  of  what  is  right  to  be  done  in  their  esse  t 
America  succeeds — ^These  Gen^  return  into  the  poeeeasion  of  Uieir 
great  estates,  call  out  iix  the  cause  of  their  long  oonfinementy  clamour 
against  it  as  unjust;  their  dependants  and  connezionsi  and  the 
dissatisfied  of  all  parties  join  toarether  and  re^estahliah  them  in  the 
government.  What  must  be  the  consequences  to  those  who  have 
struggled  with  the  present  dangers  &  difficulties  f  There  will  be  no 
room  for  them  in  this  state.  Suppose  it  possible,  and  that  GresI 
Britain  shall  conauer  us.  Their  case  will  then  be  the  best  possible; 
We  shall  have  done  every  thing  in  the  power  of  men  to  do  to  re- 
establish them  in  their  former  power.  What  have  they  done  to 
entitle  them  to  such  favours  from  us  i 

The  Case,  which  vou  state,  of  their  being  enlarged  to  reside  io 
the  state  without  taking  the  oath  of  allegianee  to  it,  10  impossible. 
Such  a  thought  is  not  conoeived  by  us.  And  as  to  their  being  con- 
fined for  not  taking  the  test,  and  oocaatontng  a  clamour :  If  they 
refuse  to  take  it  they  will,  afto  the  passing  of  the  law  now  under 
oonsiderati^n,  be  o(mndered  as  enemies  of  the  state. 


Council  to  BRia.  Gshbbal  Lacst,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  If  arch  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  copy  of  what  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  12th  instant.  The 
difficulty  of  procuring  the  evidence  against  such  persona  as  may  b6 
taken  going  with  provisions  to  the  enemy,  necessary  to  convict  then 
at  a  distance  so  great  from  the  place  of  action  as  this  borough  is, 
and  many  other  weighty  reasons  make  it  appear  to  be  best  to  try 
them  in  the  usual  military  way  at  camp. 

Two  dsases  are  ordered  from  the  militia  of  Cumberland  County, 

one  from  Philad*  County^  and  one  from  York  county  is  more  forwaid. 

,  As  to  the  raising  of  militia  horse  for  the  Campaign  they  are  not 

requested  bv  Congress,  but  on  the  contrary,  measures  are  taking  for 

recruiting  the  Horse  in  regular  servioe,  and  Congress  have  expressed 
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their  sdntlinenta,  bj  the  resolve  enclosedi  of  the  service  of  the  militia 
horse — ^and  there  is  not  arms  in  the  power  of  Ooanoil  fit  for  snoh 
service^  we  therefore  cannot  think  it  expedient  to  go  into  it  upon  anj 
other  principles  than  those  recommended  by  Congress. 

It  will  be  wholly  fruitless  to  enquire  after  stolen  horses  unless 
they  are  described  very  particularly,  and  then  perhaps  advertisements 
sent  timely  may  be  most  successful. 

Indorsed^ 

To  Brigadier  General  Lacey. 


Hbnrt  Sptkbr  to  Council,  1778. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

Henry  Spyker  Paymaster  of  Berks  County  Militia,  Begs  leave  to 
Acquaint  your  Honours, 

That  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  pay  off  the  Militia  of  said  County, 
for  want  of  Money,  he  having  advanced  some  money  to  the  several 
Militia,  but  not  one  of  the  classes  being  fully  paid.  That  the  militia 
of  s'  County  in  general  are  very  uneasy  for  their  pay,  and  become 
exceedingly  troublesome  to  him,  and  <lread  they  will  not  so  Chear- 
fully  step  forth  when  Called  upon,  unless  they  be  first  satisfied  for 
their  former  Tower. 

Therefore  Humbly  pray  your  Honours  will  be  pleased  to  Enable 
him  to  pay  of  said  Militia. 
I  am  with  the  greatest 

respect  your  Honours 

very  Hu"*  Serv* 

HENEY  SPYKER. 
Lancaster,  March  28th,  1778. 

P.  S,  I  would  further  beg  leave  to  observe  that  some  of  the  1st 
Battalion  of  said  Militia  left  Camp  a  few  days  before  the  Expiration 
of  their  Tower,  without  being  regularly  discharged,  I  would  therefore 
request  your  Honour's  direction,  whether  to  pay  them  or  not. 
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Lt.  Sam'l  Hunteb  xo  PfiEsiDSKi  Wharton,  1778. 

fort  Aagusta,  28th  March,  1778 
Sir, 

Yours  of  the  14th  last  month  I  BeeeWed  by  Captain  William 
Wilson  and  shall  observe  the  instructions  to  me  in  regard  of  asistanoe 
from  the  Militia  to  apprehend  Deserters,  and  likewise  to  furnish 
these  officers  you  have  mentioned  with  money  for  the  Eecruteing 
Service,  suppose  the  substitution  money  of  this  County  will  be  but 
a  small  sum  when  all  Collected, 

The  fifth  Class  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  is  now  doing  Duty 
on  the  Frontiers  under  the  Command  of  Lieu^  Col.  Henry  Antis, 
which  is  all  the  field  Officers  I  allowed  untill  the  sixth  and  seventh 
classes  is  Ordered  out,  and  if  they  are  to  be  stationed  on  the  frontiers 
we  shall  be  badly  off  for  arms  to  accommodate  three  Classes  at  one 
time,  for  in  case  the  Indians  has  any  intention  of  CommitUng  Hos- 
tilitys  it  will  be  very  soon  now  as  the  snow  is  partly  all  gone,  when 
I  was  down  last  winter,  I  endeavoured  all  lay  in  my  power  to  Pur- 
chase some  good  guns,  but  could  get  none  that  was  worth  Buying 
•only  two  rifies,  and  them  with  sixty  ordinary  ^mu6ket8  we  had  made 
for  this  County,  is  all  the  Publick  arms  amongst  us,  I  am  geting  all 
the  arms  that's  worth  Repairing  put  in  order,  and  has  promised  the 
Gunsmiths'  their  pay  for  so  doing. 
I  am  your  Excency's 
/  '  most  Obed* 

humbl  Serv^ 
SAM'L.  HUNTER,  Lieut 

N.  B.  The  Recruiting  Officers  in  this  County  has  prity  good 
success  for  the  time,  they  have  got  ten  Recrutes. 

S.  H, 
IHrectedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council,  I^caster. 


Circular  of  Board  of  War,  1778. 

War  Office,  28th  March,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  resolves  of  Congress  of 
the  19  th  inst.,  respecting  the  troops  destined  to  reinforce  the  grand 
army.  Unfortunately,  after  they  were  passed,  they  lay  several  days 
before  they  were  handed  to  this  board ;  but,  they  demand  the  most 
immediate  attention  and  execution.   What  gave  rise  to  the  first,  was 
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M  apprebenslon  that  Ae  reoruits  might  be  detained  in  iheir  respec- 
tivo  States  'till  they  had  been  innoeulated.  This,  the  present  pos- 
tare  of  onr  affairs  absolotely  forbids.  The  campaign  will  soon  open^ 
and  with  all  the  diligence  practicable  it  is  to  be  feared  the  reinforee- 
ments  will  not  arrive  in  time  tp  enable  the  commander  in  chief  to 
take  measores  the  most  necessarj  &  advantageous  before  the  enemy 
get  reinforced.  General  Washington  has  received  intelligence  that 
Uiey  are  embarking  troops  at  New  York  and  Rhode  Island^  destined, 
(it  is  said)  for  Philadelphia^  and  he  is  to  the  last  degree  anxious  to 
have  the  reinforcements  speedily  to  join  him  in  the  first  place^  that 
he  may  be  prepared  for  defence ;  in  the  second  plaoe,  to  take  advan- 
tage of  any  favourable  droumstance  which  may  happen  to  injure  the 
enemy. 

Th%  recommendation  to  provide  eartridce  boxes,  and  tin  eannis- 
ters  for  cartridges,  is  given  oeoause  of  the  lumost  total  want  of  them 
in  the  public  Stores,  and  the  impossibility  of  making  a  number  in 
any  degree  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  army,  in  the  public  manu* 
factories,  where  the  workmen  are  few,  and  it  is  impossible  to  in- 
crease them :  agreeable  to  the  direction  of  Congress,  the  board  give 
the  following  description  of  the  tin  cannisters. 

They  are  to  be  Six  inches  and  a  half  *deep,  or  long;  three  inches 
and  three  quarters  of  an  inch  broad,  (this  breadth  receiving  the  car- 
tridges lengthways,  as  they  lie  in  a  horizontal  position)  and  two 
inches  and  seven  eights  of  an  inch  thick ;  (this  thickness  admitting 
four  cartridges  to  lay  Side  by  Side)  a  box  of  these  diioensions,  in 
the  clear,  will  contain  thirty  six  cartridges  with  ounce  balls.  A  wire 
is  to  be  fixed  in  all  the  edges  at  the  top,  and  then  eaeh  side  tomed 
down,  (outwards)  a  full  half  inch  and  Soldered;  the  cover  is  to  be 
a  full  half  inch  deep,  so  that  when  fixed  on  the  cannister  the  edges 
shall  come  dose  down  to  the  ledge  formed  by  the  inclosed  wire. 
This  cover  at  one  end  turns  on  a  hinge  an  inch  and  a  quarter  long, 
the  wire  (fixed  as  above  mentioned)  being  laid  naked,  that  space  for 
the  purpose ;  and  a  pieoe  of  tin  is  run  underneath  this  wire,  doubled 
together,  and  soldered  on  the  inside  of  one  end  of  the  cover.  The 
Soldier  carries  a  cannister  by  a  shoulder  belt,  as  he  does  a  cartridge 
box,  and  for  this  reason  the  cannister  has  fixed  to  it  three  loops  of 
tin,  each  half  an  inch  wide,  with  the  edges  turned  back,  to  be  smooth 
and  strong ;  one  of  them  is  placed  underneath  the  middle  of  the 
bottom,  and  one  on  eaeh  of  the  narrowest  sides,  the  latter  at  four 
inches  distance  from  the  bottom  to  their  lower  ed^es.  The  loops 
are  to  be  bent  down  at  each  end  and  very  well  soldered,  leaving  a 
space  to  admit  a  leathern  belt  full  one  inch  and  a  half  wide,  and 
nearly  an  eishth  of  an  inch  thick.  The  cover  opens  against  one 
jyart  of  the  belt,  which  causes  it  to  fall  down,  after  a  cartridge  is 
taken  out,  by  which  means  the  roit  are  secured  from  accidental  fire. 
If  possible,  the  cannisters  should  bejapanAod  of  painted|.to  preserve 
them  from  rust,and  all  fixed  with  belts. 

The  board  are  of  opinion  that  these  cannisters  are  preferable  to 

17* 
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cartridge  boxes,  as  they  will  infallibly  eecare  the  oartridges  from 
raiQ,  and  their  weight  is  so  trifling  as  to  be  no  burthen  to  the  Sol- 
dier. And  seeing  leather  is  so  soarce^  they  will  be  a  most  ezoellent 
substitute  for  cartridge  boxes. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

Tour  most  obed*  Servant, 

HORATIO  GATES,  President 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  junr.,  Esquire,  President  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  of  Congress  to  Pees,  Whabtok,  1778. 

York  Town,  31st  March,  1778. 
Sir, 

My  last  to  yonr  Excellency  was  the  21st  Inst.,  by  Messenger 
Wier. 

Within  the  present  Inclosure  Tour  Excellency  will  receive  two 
Acts  of  Congress,  1  of  the  19th  &  1  of  the  27th  Inst. 

1.  Becommending  to  the  several  States  to  raise  their  respective 
quota  of  men,  &  march  them  forward  with  all  possible  expedition— 
to  provide  complete  sets  of  accoutrements,  &c. 

2.  For  recruiting  Co^  Thomas  Hartley's  Regiment,  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  refer,  and  remain, 

With  great  respect.  Sir, 
Your  Excellency's  obedient  & 

Most  humble  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congress. 
His  Excellency  President  Warton,  Pennsylvania. 


Council  to  Col.  Dbshler,  1778. 

Lancaster,  March  31st,  1778. 
Sir, 

Council  bein^  convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity  to  give  every 
encouragement  in  their  power  to  induce  Gen.  Smith  to  reside  in  the 
State,  as  well  to  make  new  arms  as  to  repair  old  ones,  which,  thro' 
carelessness  &  unavoidable  accidents,  were  rendered  useless ;  they 
encouraged  Mr.  Ebeneser  Corell  to  leave  the  State  of  New  Jersey^ 
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and  follow  his  Basiness  od  aoooant  the  publick  in  thia  State — ^he  hai 
very  diligently  attended  to  it  and  rendered  Service  to  our  cause.  I 
find,  however,  that  a  dispute  between  Mr.  Corell  &  you  will  probably 
tend  to  injure  the  publick,  tho'  neither  of  you,  I  am  persuaded,  has 
Buch  intent — you  can  both  serve  the  publick  in  the  different  lines  in 
which  you  are  engaged,  and  His  pity  a  trifling  private  dispute  should 
prevent  it.  As  you  are  acquainted  in  that  part  of  the  Country,  & 
Mr.  Corell  is  not,  it  will  serve  the  common  cause  to  afford  him  every 
assnstance  you  i^an  in  forwarding  the  business  in  which  he  is  engaged, 
especially  that  part  of  making  Bayonets.  From  your  known  good 
character  &  attachment  to  our  cause,  I  am  induced  to  hope  that  all 
dispute  between  you  will  cease. 

Being  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  very  Hum.  Serv*. 
Col.  Deshler. 


Jos.  Grbbr,  Com'e  op  Bucks  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1778. 

Bucks  County,  March  81, 1778. 
Sir, 

Daily  Aplications  have  Been  made  to  me  for  Liquore  for  the 
Armey,  the  Soearsty  of  this  Article  is  very  great  in  this  part.  As 
one  Bay  lately  I  was  out  trying  to  procure  some  for  them,  I  fell  in 
with  one  who  Informed  me  he  had  two  hogseds  of  Spirits  on  hand 
of  A  Straordinary  Quality,  which  he  proposed  to  Bring  to  my  house, 
if  I  would  Give  him  a  Small  profit  on  it  if  Demanded.  A  sight  of 
his  Bill  of  Cost,  which  I  found  to  be  £^  pr  Gallon  in  Albiney, 
which  Bill  I  Desired  him  to  prove  upon  oath,  a  Magistrate  Being 
then  handey,  which  he  did;  I  Encouraged  him  to  Bring  the  Spirits, 
promising  that  I  would  Enform  the  Honourable  Council  About  it, 
and  would  Deal  with  him  Acording  to  my  Enstructions  from  them. 

He  has  since  Brought  it.  Stored  it  In  my  house  till  I  Receve  an 
Anser  from  you.  The  Liquor  is  of  the  best  Quality.  Also  the 
Owner  an  undowted  frind  to  our  Country,  he  has  to  my  Knowledge 
Been  ofred  five  pounds  ten  pr  Gallon  from  tavrin  Keepers  for  It,  by 
Small  Qoantideys,  But  would  rather  Let  our  Armey  have  It  for  five. 
An  Answer  to  this  would  Be  Satisfactory  to  me ;  also,  In  Case  the 
Honourable  Council  thinks  proper  I  should  purchase  it^  I  have  not 
Money  Enough  to  pay  it. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

JOSEPH  QKEEB,  Oom'r  B.  C. 
Directed, 

On  Public  Business, 

To  the  Honoonble  ThomtMi  WbartOD;  }nT.f  Pres. 
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Rbsoltjtions  of  Assembly,  1778. 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  April  1st,  1778. 

On  motion, 

EeaolTed,  that  it  be  reoomanded  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil, to  Cause  the  Laws  Enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  f^ub* 
Holy  proclaimed  in  this  Town }  and  that  they  furnish  to  the  Sheriff 
of  each  County  a  Copy  of  the  said  Laws  as  soon  as  they  oonve- 
niently  can,  and  direct  them  also  to  publish  them  .at  their  respective 
Court  Houses. 
Eodem  Die. 
The  0  immittoe  appointed  to  Enquire  into  the  subject  of  Captain 
Lang's  memorial,  made  their  Report,  which  being  considered,  it  was 
thereupon 

Eesolved,  That  it  be  reoomended  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Conn* 
cil,  to  furnish  Mr.  Lang  with  such  monies  as  tb^y  think  necesdaxy, 
either  by  Draughts  on  the  Clothier  General,  or  in  any  other  mdnner 
they  may  think  proper. 

Extract  firom  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr., 
Clk.  of  Gen'l  Ass'y. 
April  14 — TQH^d  this  from  Mr.  Morris. 


Wm.  Hart  to  Pres.  Whartoit,  1778. 

Bucks  County,  Plumstead  township,  Apni  2,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  would  acquaint  yon  that  I  have  made  a  beginning  of  purchasing 
borses,  and  have  purchased  five^  &  I  find  they  will  be  very  high,  not 
less  than  three  hundred  Dollars  price,  upon  an  Everage  for  horses 
that  will  suit  that  purpose  fwell).  I  likewise  would  Inform  you, 
that  Cash  would  answer  much  better  than  Certificates  if  it  can  be 
had,  And  as  to  Keeping,  I  Can  Scarce  Get  a  horse  Kept  at  any 
Rate.  I  have  now  Concluded  to  purchase  oats  and  hay  by  your  ap- 
probation, and  hire  a  hand  to  attend  the  horses,  as  I  think  it  will 
Come  lower  then  putting  them  out  at  Different  places :  it  is  mote 
than  probable  the  hay  will  have  to  be  pressed  where  it  can  be  best 
Spared,  or  Draw  from  the  purchaser  of  forage  of  the  County.  I 
would  be  Glad  of  an  answer  as  soon  as  possible,  and  some  Cash. 
From  your  most  obedient  and 

Humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HART. 
Directed, 

On  Publick  Service — 
To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton,  junr.,  President 
^  Favour  of  the  Rev*  Mr.  Annan. 
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Council  to  Brig.  Gkn.  Akthony  Wayne,  1778. 

In  Council; 

Lancaster;  April  2nd;  1778. 
8fr; 

I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  27th  March^*  the  contents  of 
which  I  communicated  to  Council.  They  are  of  opinion  with  you 
tiiat  a  greater  number  of  officers  should  be  employed  on  the  recruit- 
ing service;  and  those  such  as  can  be  depended  upon,  not  only  for 
their  sobnety,  but  industry  &  expertness;  in  that  necessary  business. 
And  I  am  fully  of  opinion  that  there  should  constantly  remain  in 
each  countj;  officers  properly  qualified  to  recruit;  in  order  that  the 
Battalion  should  be  bept  oompleat;  as  well  as  to  apprehend  deserters. 

I  am  a  good  deal  astonisbed  to  find  that  an  officer  could  be  five 
weeks  in  Chester  County;  and  not  have  it  in  his  poww  to  recmii 
one  man.  I  doubt  he  has  not  been  very  attentive  to  that  part  of 
his  duty.  The  accounts  that  Council  reoeives  from  most  of  the 
Counties  are,  upon  the  whole,  favorable;  and  I  am  in  hopes  several 
hundred  Men  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weekS;  Joyn  the  Army. 
If  they  do  not;  I  know  of  no  other  plan  to  supply  our  Quota  of 
Troops  for  our  common  defence.  If  money  is  an  inducement  for 
Men  to  enlist  in  our  RedmentS;  this  State  has  given  generously; 
and  the  officers;  1  think,  nave  sufficient  encouragement  to  do  their 
duty. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  Troops  of  this  State 
are  at  least  as  Healthy  as  those  of  any  other;  and  that  their  reputa- 
tion is  equal  to  any  is  well  known — that  you  will  continue  your 
exertions  to  help  tbem  so  I  have  no  doubt ;  and  it  gives  me  no 
small  pain  to  find  that  those  brave  Men  are  not  provided  with  such 
necessaries  as  they  have  a  right  to  expect;  which  would  encourage 
them  to  persevere  in  doing  their  duty.  Council  are  doiog  all  they 
can  to  provide  oloathing  for  them,  but  I  fear  their  good  intention 
will  not  be  crowned  with  the  success  they  wish.  Mr.  Howell  is 
indefatigable  in  getting  the  cloathing  made  up — the  want  of  buttons 
delay'd  them  a  little;  but  they  are  now  going  on. 

I  am,  &c. 

General  Wayne. 

In  Oeneral  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania.  Tuesday;  March  Slst^ 
1778.    On  ^nsiddring  the  Petition. 

*  See  page  887. 
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Thomas  Savadqe  to  Scp.  Exbo-  Coukoil,  1778. 

PennBjlTania  Salt  Worka,  April  4th,  1778. 

S', 

This  morning  I  reo*  advice  of  the  enemy  from  N.  York,  haveing 
landed  a  party  of  men,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty^  at  the  Union 
Salt  Works,  at  Squan,  and  destroyed  them  by  fire,  together  with 
many  others ;  expected  them  here  this  mornine,  but  am  just  iii« 
formed  y*  are  returned  to  the  Hook,  but  intend  these  works  a  Tissit 
very  soon.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Hon.,  by  express, 
that  if  it  should  be  thought  necessary  to  send  any  troops  to  protect 
the  Works,  it  might  be  done  immediately.  -     - 

The  Militia  under  Col'l  Furman  were  here  to  day.  What  could 
be  got  together  then,  which  were  but  few,  it  being  difficult  to  get 
them  together  here — ^they  are  returned  this  afternoon.  I  haye  bat 
few  men  at  work,  and  them  going  to  leaye  me  on  the  aboye  ac"* — 
have  heard  nothing  of  Mr.  Davidson  since  he  left  this,  about  two 
months  ago,  in  order  to  furnish  the  necessaries  to  carry  on  the  works 
— am  without  cash  to  pay  my  people  or  purchase  provisions,  of 
which  I  have  no  other  kind  then  bread  and  pork— am  not  able  to 
make  any  salt  for  want  of  the  hands — wrote  for  tropes.  Your  Hon' 
will  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  order  the  necessaries 
needfull. 

I  remain,  in  haste, 

with  all  due  respect, 

yo'  Hon"  most  obed*  serv*, 

THOMAS  SAVADGE. 

N.  B.  To  the  mem<>"  given  Mr.  Davidson  of  things  wanting  for 
the  Works,  add  2  Casks  of  Nails,  1  at  12c;.,  &  1  at  20d, 
Directed, 

To  The  Hon"'  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Hon*»* 
the  Council  of  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster.    ^  Express. 


Prbsidbnt  Wharton  to  General  Lacby,  .1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  April  4th,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  within  is  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  27th  March,  which  will 
serve  in  a  good  measure  to  answer  yours  of  the  26th. 

Besides  the  classes  mentioned  in  the  within  letter,  to  be  ordered 
out,  I  have  written  to  the  Lieutenant  of  Bucks  County  to  call  out 
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one  class  of  the  Militia,  so  that  I  hope  that  the  whole  may  produce^ 
will  be  Bufficient  to  answ^  a  good  purpose. 
I  am  with  respect  sir, 

your  very  humble  servant^ 

THO'S  WHARTON,  Jr.,  P. 
General  Lace;. 


Resolution  of  Congbess,  1778. 

In  Congress, 

4th  April,  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  General  Washington  be  impowered,  if  he  shall  deem  it 
necessary,  to  caH  on  the  states  .of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey,  for  5,000  of  their  militia,  in  such  proportions  from  the  re- 
spective  states  as  he  shall  think  proper — to  remain  in  service  for 
such  time  as  General  Washington  shall  reoomnaend.  The  said 
militia  to  be  armed  &  accoutred  by  the  respective  states  to  which 
they  belong — to  whom  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  use  every 
exertion  in  complying  with  the  general's  request. 
(Copy.) 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 
CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Jacob  Morgan  Jb.,  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Lancaster,  April  4th,  1778. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq'. 
Sir, 

I  am  offered  the  office  of  quarter  master  for  the  County  of  Berks, 
being  conscious  1  can  render  my  country  more  service  in  that  office 
than  in  the  Executive  Council,  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  resign  my 
seat  in  said  Council. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Tour  Excellencys 

most  obed'  Servant, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  jr. 
Direetedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esqr.,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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ThOS.  SaVADGK  to  PbB8.  WHABTOlfy  1778. 

Tomfl  Kiver,  April  6, 1778. 
Sir, 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Gapt.  James  Sutter,  together  with 
what  I  wrote  yesterday,  who  can  inform  yon  in  a  more  particular 
manner  respecting  the  works,  and  this  neighbourhood  in  general,  then 
what  I  have  wrote.  We  have  learnt  this  morning  that  the  enemy 
after  leaving  Squan,  went  to  Shark  river,  and  destroyed  some  works 
there,  but  have  not  been  able  to  collect  the  particulars.  If  Councils 
should  think  it  necessarv  to  send  any  troops  for  the  protection  of  the 
works,  I  apprehend  it  should  be  done  immediately,  as  in  all  likely- 
hood  they  will  make  some  attempt  to  destroy  them  in  a  few  days, 
and  Capt.  James  Sutter  being  out  of  employ,  would  recommend  him 
to  the  Command  of  the  troops  stationed  here,  he  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  service  necessary  here,  and  with  the- neigh- 
bourhood in  respect  to  the  militia.  Which  might  be  attended  with 
some  inconvenience  was  an  officer  to  come  an  entire  stranger  here, 
and  having  heard  nothing  to  his  disadvantage  whilst  he  had  honour 
to  serve  his  country,  take  the  liberty  too  of  recommending  him, 
haveing  done  his  duty  here  as  becoming  an  officer  in  his  station.* 
I  am,  with  all  due  respect, 

S',  your  Hon'*  most 

Humble  &  Obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  8AVADGE. 
Directed^ 

The  Hon»>«  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq'.,  President,  of  the  Hon*»«  Council 
of  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 
^  Cap*  James  Sutter's  Express. 


T.  Matlack  to  John  Mackay,  1778. 

Lancaster;  April  6, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  great  length  of  time  since  you  have  attended  in  Council  has 
induced  the  Council  to  enquire  whether  you  have  declined  a  further 
attendance  on  Publick  business  or  not.  .  This  enquiry  is  become  a 
duty  which  they  can  no  longer  delay,  as  it  is  with  some  difficulty 
that  a  Council  can  be  kept  together,  to  do  business  at  all  times,  with- 
out  some  danger  of  a  deficiency  of  members^  and  the  service  is  rea- 

*  See  page  898. 
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dered  yerj  hard  to  those  who  give  a  due  attendancey  by  the  long 
absenoe  of  others^  so  as  to  prevent  the  attending  members  eyen 
from  occasionally  visiting  their  families.  You  will  please  to  write 
to  the  board  your  sentiments  on  this  head  without  further  delay,  as 
a  season  of  pressing  and  important  business  is  at  hand. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

Your  very  h'mble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 
To  h'nble  John  Maokay,  Esq'. 


Council  to  Genl.  Washington,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  April  6, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
enclosing  one  from  M"  Mary  Pemberton  to  you.  1  am  to  inform 
your  Excellency  that  Council  cheerfully  comply  with  the  request  of 
that  Lady,  being  desirous  that  the  situation  of  the  gentlemen  in 
confinement  should  be  made  as  asreeable  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  safety  of  the  state,  you  will  please,  therefore,  to  receive  enclosed 
a  Passport  for  one  or  two  waggons,  and  such  necessarys  as  those 
centlemen  may  realy  need.  It  is  proper  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
kncy  that  the  House  of  General  Assembly  have  Passed  a  Law  that 
will  apply  to  these  cases  of  the  Prisoners,  and  that  Council  has  ob- 
tained a  resolve  from  the  Honorable  Congress  to  deliver  them  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  person  will  be  sent  in  a  day  or  two  to 
Winchester  to  escort  them  to  this  State,  when  they  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  take  a  decided  part,  and  this  the  act  absolutely 
requires  of  them.  As  your  Excellency  purposes  to  forward  the 
Passport,  I  beg  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  mention  this  ciroum-. 
stance,  as  it  may  in  some  measure  govern  M'*  Pemberton  &  the  other 
Ladies  in  the  quantity  &  kind  of  supplies  intended  to  be  sent  out.*' 

Indorzed^ 

To  his  Excellency  Gen^  Washington. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  VoL  XI.,  pp.  467,  458, 460, 461,  462,  468,  472, 478, 474. 
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Bbw.  Gin.  Lacby  to  Prbsidbnt  Whaeton,  1778. 

Doyles  Town;  April  8th;  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  sent  by  Cap*  Cable  one  hogshead  of  fttraitnre  which  was 
brought  from  M'  Emlins ;  several  otter  Boxes  &  Hogsheads  is  now 
at  this  place,  which  I  shall  forward  to  jon  by  the  firat  opportunity. 
My  little  party  is  at  the  Billet.  I  am  here  trying  some  Philad* 
Market  Men  by  a  court  Martial,  &  I  hope  soon  to  give  you  an  account 
of  their  receiving  the  just  Merrits  of  weir  malignant  crimes. 

Inclosed  is  a  return  of  the  Militia  under  my  command.  News 
has  this  moment  arrived  from  below,  that  a  large  part  of  the  Enemy 
came  last  night  to  Smithfield,  and  made  Prisoners  a  small  party  of 
Continental  Troops,  under  the  command  of  Cap*  Henderson ;  it  is 
also  said  they  are  moving  up  towards  the  Buck ;  I  have  ordered  some 
of  the  Horse  down  to  learn  the  certainty  of  this  news.  I  am  in 
haste,  and  must  conclude. 

Your  most  obed* 

Hble.  Serv*, 

JOHNLACEY,jr.,B.a. 
JDirectedf 

His  Ezo'y  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq';  Lancaster. 


Board  of  Wae  to  Prbs,  Wharton,  1778. 

Sir, 

By  order  of  Congr^ess  we  enclose  to  you  our  Direction  to  Joseph 
Holmes,*  Esq**  Dep^  Commiss'y  of  Prisoners  at  Winchester,  to  deliver 
over  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  their  Order,  all 
Prisoners  under  his  Care  belonging  to  that  otate. 

The  Order  of  Congress,  which  we  also  enclose,  is  dated  March  16,f 
1778,  and  would  have  been  immediately  attended  to  had  not  the 
Board  expected  an  Application  from  the  President  and  Council  for 
the  Delivering  of  the  Prisoners  to  some  Person  authorised  to  receive 
them. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  obed^ 
Humble  Serv*, 

HORATIO  GATES. 

President 
York  Town,  8  April,  1778. 
Direded, 

To  His  Excellency,  The  President,  and  The  Honorable,  The  Coun- 
cil of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  462.  f  See  p.  864,  867. 
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JoNA.  B.  Smith  to  Pbbsibbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  April  8%  1778. 
Sir, 

Understanding  from  Col"  Coz  that  the  purchase  of  horses  for  the 
army  in  your  state  was  impeded  for  want  of  money,  I  was  led  to  in- 
quire into  the  oircumstanoes,  as  warrants  had  issued  in  your  favour 
for  80,000  dollars  so  long  ago  as  80^  of  March,  Accordingly  I  found 
in  the  Treasury  office,  one  warrant  on  your  Loan  Office  for  50,000  dol- 
]arfl|,  which  is  inclosed,  &  one  other  on  M'  Hillegas  for  30,000  d*. 
Respecting  the  latter,  it  will  not  answer  any  purpose  to  rely  on  it 
'till  toe  ean  get  Mr.  RiUenhatue^  to  finish  whcU  he  hau  in  hand. 
Perhaps  a  greater  service  cannot  he  rendered  the  public  than  that  of 
urging  his  assiduity. 

With  very  great  respect^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Elzoellene/s  most  ob.  h.  ServS 

JON*  B.  SMITH. 

If  the  30,000  d*  should  be  indispensably  necessary,  any  directions 
from  your  Excellency  shall  be  attended  to. 

Directed, 

On  public  service 

To  His  Ezcellencyi  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania| 
Lancaster. 


Council  to  Prbsidbnt  or  Congress,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  April  9, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  31  March,  enclosing 
the  resolves  of  the  Honorable  Uoogress — to  which  Council,  so  far  as 
they  concern  them,  will  pay  due  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
with  great  respect,  s', 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Indorsed, 
To  the  Hon^^«  Henry  Laurens,  Esq',  President  of  Congress. 

*  See  Col.  Bee*,  Vol.  XL,  p.  ii9« 
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Presidbnx  Wharton  to  Colonkl  Richard  ButIiBr,  1778. 

In  Connoily 

Lancaster,  April  9«»,  1778. 
Sir, 

*  I  received  your  letter  of  the  26**»  Marcb,*  to  which  I  shonld  have 
reply ed  before,  but  have  been  waiting  to  see  M'  Mease,  who  baa 
been  at  York  Town  several  days  and  is  not  yet  retnrned.  He  io- 
formed  Council  sometime  since  that  a  large  number  of  shirts  had 
been  sent  to  camp,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  them  to  understaDd 
that  he  believed  there  would  be  no  want  of  that  article. 

I  am  very  unhappy  at  the  accounts  I  receive  from  you  and  other 
officers  of  this  state,  of  the  situation  of  our  troops  from  the  want  of 
proper  cloathing.  Your  humanity  as  well  as  close  attention  to  the 
wants  of  so  brave  a  sett  of  men  as  I  believe  the  Pennsylvania  troops 
to  be,  demands  the  thanks  of  Council.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power 
to  remove  every,  the  least  cause  of  complaint,  and  have  them  well 
Bupplyed  with  every  article  that  would  make  the  life  of  a  soldier  as 
comfortable  as  possible.  Council  has  taken,  and  will  continue  to 
take  every  step  that  they  believe  will  have  a  tendency  to  effect  that 
purpose,  as  well  by  reminding  M'  Mease  of  the  complaints  of  the 
army,  as  in  procuring  every  necessary  for  them  which  can  be  spared 
in  this  state. 

I  am  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON. 


Council  to  Francis  Bailey  and  Captain  Lang,  1778. 

In  Council, 
Lancaster,  April  W\  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  enclosed  resolves  of  the  Council  will  shew  that  you  are 
appointed  and  authorized  to  conduct  the  Prisoners  sent  from  this 
state  to  Virginia,  from  Winchester,  the  place  of  their  present  con- 
finement, to  this  Borough,  and  on  your  arrival  here  acquaint  this 
Council  thereof. 

Inclosed  is  an  order  of  the  Board  of  War  to  Joseph  Holmes,  Esq^t 
to  deliver  over  those 'Gentlemen  to  the  Order  of  this  Council,  and 

*  See  page  886. 

t  See  Col.  Beo.,  VoL  XL,  p.  462. 
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endorsed  thereon  an  order  of  the  Goancil  for  the  delivery  being 
made  to  jon. 

It  is  reported  that  several  of  those  Gentlemen  are  in  a  low  state 
of  health  and  unfit  to  travel ;  if  jou  find  this  to  be  the  caso;  they 
must  be  left  where  they  are  for  the  present.  Those  of  them  who 
are  in  health  you  are  to  bring  with  you,  treating  them  on  the  road 
with  that  polite  attention  and  oare  which  is  due  from  men  who  aet 
upon  the  purest  motives  to  Gentlemen  whose  station  in  life  entitles 
them  to  respect,  however  they  may  differ  in  political  sentiments 
from  those  in  whose  power  they  are.  You  will  please  to  give  them 
every  aid  in  your  power  by  procuring  the  necessary  means  of  travel- 
ling in  waggons  or  otherwise,  with  such  baggage  as  may  be  conveni- 
ent for  them  on  the  road. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  convenient  to  divide  these  Gentlemen  into  two 
companies  for  their  better  accomodation  on  the  road ;  in  this  respect 
you  may  consult  the  inclination  and  choice  of  the  Gentlemen  them- 
selves. 

Your  own  prudence  and  good  sense  will  direct  you  in  such  inci- 
dents as  may  turn  up,  in  which  the  Council  have  no  doubt  but  that 
your  Conduct  will  justify  their  confidence  in  you. 


Gbn.  WAsniNQTON  TO  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  lO**"  April,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  6'^,  inclosing  a  passport  for  the 
Waggons  with  Stores  for  the  prisoners  at  Winchester,  which  I 
immediately  forwarded  to  Mrs.  Pemberton.* 

I  beg  leave  to  introduce  Major  General  Greene  to  you,  who  is 
lately  appointed  Q'  M*"  General.  Upon  looking  over  the  late  law  of 
this  State  for  regulating  the  manner  of  providing  Waggons  for  the 
Service,  he  has  found  out  some  parts  which  he  conceives  might  be 
amended  so  as  more  fully  to  answer  the  valuable  purposes  intended. 
He  will  lay  the  wished  amendments  before  you  and  the  Council  for 
your  consideration,  and  if  you  think  with  him  that  the  Service  will 
be  benefitted  by  them,  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  recommend 
them  to  the  Assembly  at  the  opening  of  the  next  Session. 

There  is  a  Grievance  complained  of  by  many  persons,  inhabitants 
of  this  .State,  who  attend  the  Army  in  continental  employ  as  Qr 
Masters)  Waggon  Masters,  Teamsters,  &c.  They  are  called  upon  to 
do  duty  in  the  Militia,  and  if  they  do  not  appear  are  fined  to  the 
amount  of  their  substitute  money.    This  they  conceive  to  be  very 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.  pages  467,  408. 
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hard  upon  them,  as  they  are  in  the  eeryioe  of  the  States^  and  ought 
to  be  as  much  exempted  as  Offioers  or  Soldiers. 

General  Greene  will  represent  this  matter  fully  to  you^  and  point 
out  an  equitable  mode  of  redress.     He  is  interested  in  the  maitei^ 
as  the  persons  who  complain  generally  belong  to  his  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir, 

Your  most  ob*  Serv', 

6-  WASHINGTON. 
Directedy 

i    To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  State 
pf  PonnsylTania. 


Abraham  Lsvan  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Allen  Township,  Northampton  County,  April  10%  1778. 
Honor*  Sir, 

Tour  Esteemed  favour  of  March  10^,  1778,  came  safe  to  hand. 
The  Injunctions  you'r  pleased  to  lay  upon  me  respecting  the  pur- 
chase of  25  Horses  for  the  service,  as  the  quota  for  this  County,  I 
cbearfuUy  comply'd  with ;  and,  tho'  it's  a  difficult  task,  yet  I  have 
good  hopes  that  with  close  application  and  perseverenoe  I  can 
accomplish  it.  However,  Six,  Best  assured  no  care  nor  Industry  of 
mine  shall  he  wanting.  I  have  secured  14,  and  have  some  others 
under  my  Eye.  They  are  of  such  age  &  make  that  I  flatter  myself 
will  give  eenenJ  satisfaction,  and  answer  the  aalatary  purposes  thaj 
are  intended  for. 

I  am,  honor'd  s', 

with  all  possible  respect  &  Defference, 
Your  most  obed*  hum"  serv*, 

ABRAHAM  LEYAN. 
Directed, 
To  His  Bioellenoy  Tho^  Wharton,  Jun',  Pres«,  Lancaster. 
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Tench  Tilqhman  to  Sbc'y  Matlack,  1778* 

Head  Qaarters,  Valley  Forge,  10th  April,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  fav'  with  yours  of  the  6th  inclosing  Mr.  James  Allen's  letter 
to  the  Ooanoil,  I  shall  agreeable  to  your  request  give  you  a  full  ao- 
count  of  the  whole  transaction  as  far  as  it  came  within  my  knowledge. 

Some  little  time  previous  to  the  27th  Becem',  Mr.  Allen  wrote  me 
a  letter  from  Northampton,  and  desired  I  would  obtain  a  pass  from 
General  Washington  for  Mrs.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Allen  and  her  servants 
to  go  into  Philad*  as  she  (Mrs.  Allen)  was  near  lying  in,  and  could 
not  obtain  the  necessary  nurses  and  attendants  for  a  woman  in  her 
ffitnation.  This  the  General  refused,  but  said  he  would  allow  nurses 
ftc.,  to  come  from  Philad*.  In  a  few  days  after  Mr.  Allen  oame 
down  himself,  and  represented  to  the  General,  that  his  wife  would 
probably  lose  her  life  if  she  had  not  better  assistance  in  her  labour 
than  oould  be  procured  at  Northampton.  Humanity  prevented  him 
from  refusing  a  request  of  this  nature,  and  he  agreed  to  allow  it. 
This  being  obtained,  Mr.  Allen  hinted  a  desire  of  going  into  Philad* 
himself,  upon  this,  the '  General  desired  me  to  be  clear  and  explicit 
with  Mr.  Allen.  He  desired  me  to  tell  him,  that  he  had  no  objection 
to  his  going  in  but  that  he  would  not  have  any  thing  to  do  with  his 
cominff  out  again,  and  the  passport  wvifi  worded  as  you  have  seen) 
Mr  .Allen  did  not  go  in  at  that  time  wi^  his  wife,  and  Mrs.  Lawrence, 
but  some  weeks  afterwards.  I  beg  leave  to  mention  what  passed 
between  Mr.  Allen  and  myself,  altho'  I  had  ever  differed  with  him 
in  political  sentiments,  yet  from  my  family  oonnections  with  him,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  give  him  my  advice  as  .a  Friend.  I  told  him 
be  had  hitherto  acted  a  part  that  had  been  rather  unexceptionable, 
and  that  if  he  inclined  to  go  into  Philad^  he  had  better  apply  to  the 
Governor  and  Council,  state  his  Reasons  to  them,  and  give  any 
required  security  for  his  conduct  while  there.  That  it  was  more  than 
probable  from  the  lenity  which  they  had  shewed  many  individuals 
that  his  request  would  be  granted,  but  that  if  he  went  in  without 
this  previous  caution,  he  might  depend  it  would  be  construed  into 
taking  a  decisive  part  with  the  Enemy  and  his  return  prevented. 
He  said  he  would  think  of  it  and  act  accordingly,  we  parted  and  I 
have  not  seen  him  since. 

My  father  is  at  Chester  Town,  Maryland,  to  which  place  there  is  a 
post  goes  from  Lancaster.  I  shall  esteem  your  enclosing  a  Copy  of 
the  law  to  him,  as  a  faV  conferred  upon  him  and  myself,  would  it 
not  be  well  to  insert  it  in  the  papers  which  find  their  way  into  Philad* 
where  some  of  the  Gentlemen,  concerned  in  its  operation  reside. 
I  am  with  Bespeot,  Dear  Sir, 

yr  mogt  ob*  Serv*, 

TENCH  TILGHMAN. 
Dtrectedj 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq,,  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
at  Lancaster. 
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Brig.  Gen.  Anth'y  Wayne  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Mount  Joy,  Ap^  10th,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  desire,  I  have  order'd  ap  an  additional  number 
of  Becraiting  officers,  who  are  well  Recommended  for  their  Industry 
and  Sobriety,  and  who  I  wish  were  tolerated  to  Enlist  in  any  Qaarter 
where  it  most  probable  they  may  meet  with  snooess — as  confining 
them  to  particular  Counties,  will  rather  retard  than  expedite  or  facili- 
tate the  Recruiting  Service.  I  Communicated  your  Idea  to  his 
Excellency,  of  Constantly  emploving  [some  officers  in  that  BusineBs, 
in  order  to  keep  the  Regiments  &  Corps  Compleate,  which  meet  his 
warmest  approbation ;  and  he  requests,  threw  me  that  your  Exoel- 
lency  would  adopt  so  Salutary  a  measure,  as  its  of  the  first  oonae- 
quence  to  have  Veterans,  in  place  of  raw  raised  troops,  which  will 
always  be  the  case  if  the  Recruiting  business  is  put  off  till  the  spring 
of  the  year;  and  then  the  Time  is  so  short  that  we  can't  hope,  either 
to  Compleate  or  Manoevoure  our  Corps  before  they  take  the  field. 
I  wish  your  Excellency  to  order  the  Recruits  to  be  Clothed,  &  ap- 
pointed before  they  leave  Lancaster,  as  they  can't  be  supplyed  here, 
the  Sixteen  additional  Regiments,  and  the  Carolina  troops,  being 
ordered  to  be  supplyed,  previous  to  any  others  so  that  we  have  little 
prospect  of  receiving  any  benefit  from  the  Clothier  General's  Store 
in  this  Quarter,  and  altho  tolerable  with  Regard  to  shoes,  stockings, 
&  Hatts,  we  are  but  wretchedly  provided  in  other  Respects,  particu- 
larly as  to  shirts ;  I  do  assure  your  Excellency  that  their  are  near  one 
third  of  my  men  that  have  no  kind  of  Shirt  under  Heaven,  and 
scarcely  a  man  in  the  Division  with  more  than  one,  nor  have  I  been 
able  to  draw  any  during  this  whole  winter,  for  God's  sake  Endeavour 
to  do  some  thing  for  us,  the  season  is  now  arrived  that  Requires 
every  attention  to  keep  the  Troops  healthy,  and  nothing  will  be  more 
Conducive  to  it  than  clean  linoen,  in  this  article,  we  are  in  a  worse 
Condition  than  any  troops  on  the  ground,  nay  worse  than  Falstaflb 
Recruits,  they  had  a  shirt  and  a  half  to  a  Company.  You'l  pardon 
me  for  dweling  so  long  on  this  subject,  but  upon  my  soul,  I  cannot 
"help  it,  my  feelings  as  a  man  are  so  much  hurt  by  the  complainings 
and  misery  of  the  Poor  fellows,  who  have  no  shirts  at  all,  that  I  can 
have  no  peace  of  mind,  until  they  are  provided. 

A  Quantity  of  Superfine  Cloth,  and  about  12  or  1500  yards  of 
Linnens  &  Chks  were  purchased  by  Col.  Miller  and  left  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Jacob  Eichelberger  at  York,  for  the  use  of  our  Troops;  will  jon 
be  kind  enough  to  order  Mr.  Howell  to  send  for  it,  least  other  T^ops 
should  receive  the  benefit  of  that,  which  we  are  in  so  much  in  want 
off. 

A  woman  who  has  been  in  Philad*  for  three  or  four  days,  and  this 
moment  Returned,  says  that  the  general  Report  there  is  that  in  the 
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Coarse  of  two  weeks,  the  Enemy  intend  to  take  the  Field — ^bat  at 
the  Quarters  of  some  principal  officers,  they  have  frequently  been 
overheard  talking  in  a  Desponding  stile,  and  that  they  can't  move 
until  they  Receive  a  Reinforcement,  with  severe  sarcasm  against  their 
General,  who  they  wish  to  be  recalled,  and  who  I  hope  will  not| 
untill  we  have  an  opportunity  to  Burgoyne  him,  but  this  will  depend 
upon  the  Exertion  of  the  states,  at  present  he  outnumbers  us,  and 
by  the  best  acco^  New  England  is  so  absorbed  in  Accumulating 
wealth,  that  they  have  become  totally  Insensable  to  our  sufferings 
and  Danger,  and  sunk  into  a  torpid  supineness,  from  which  its  difficult 
to  rouse  them. 

I  am  your  Excellencies 

most  Obd^  and  very 

Hum.  Servant 

By  order  of  General  Wayne. 
BEN.  FISHBOURNE,  A.  D.  C. 
Directed^ 
On  Publick  Service. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'r  Esq.,  Lancaster 


Gbn.  Washington  to  Prksidbnt  Whaeton,  1778. 

Head  Qaarters,  VaUey  Forge,  11th  April,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
4***  instant  empowering  me  to  call  for  5000  Militia  from  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  New  Jersey.  Much  as  the  army  stands 
in  need  of  Reinforcements,  I  would  not  wish  to  call  upon  the  States 
for  their  militia  in  great  numbers  before  there  is  ati  absolute  necessity. 
I  shall  therefore  only  make  a  demand  at  present  from  Pennsylvania 
of  one  thousand  effective  Rank  and  File  includinff  those  at  present 
in  service  under  the  command  of  General  Lacey.  I  inclose  you  copy 
of  his  Return  of  the  6th  instant  for  your  Government,  I  wish  this 
Body  of  one  thouaand  to  be  sent  into  the  field  as  expeditiously  and 
for  as  long  a  time  as  possible.  If  they  cannot  be  onlered  out  for  a 
longer  time  than  the  tour  prescribed  by  law,  I  hope  care  will  be  taken 
to  replace  them  regularly  as  their  Services  expire. 
I  have  tho  honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect  Sir, 

y  most  oV  Serv*, 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
N.  B.  Col.  Gibson  informs  me  that  if  the  Militia  would  mouni 
Vol.  VI— 18 


410  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1778. 

the  GoardB  at  Laneastdrj  he  oould  send  forward  a  considerable 
number  of  oontinental  Troops,  Be  pleased  to  applj  to  him  and  know 
what  number  will  be  necessarj,  which  maj  be  considered  as  part  of 
the  1000  above  demanded. 

Directedj 

On  publick  Service. 

To  His  Exoellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq.,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsjlvania,  at  Lancaster. 


(Copy)  Gen.  WAsmNWON  to  Brig.  Gen.  Lacby,  1778. 

Head  Quarters^  Valley  Forge^  April  11th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  received  jours  of  yesterday  inclosing  the  proceedings  of  a  Court 
Martiid  against  [sundry  Inhabitants  for  supplying  the  Enemy  with 
provisions^  and  a  return  of  your  Brigade,  when  you  have  gone  through 
the  tryals  of  the  whole,  J  would  recommend  it  to  you  to  send  such 
as  you  think  dangerous,  and  who  would  join  the  Enemy  if  released, 
to  the  president,  with  a  desire  to  confine  them  or  put  them  to  bbour 
for  five  or  six  Mouths,  which  will  be  the  active  part  of  the  campaign. 
Those  whose  general  character  has  been  good,  I  would  have  released 
with  an  assurance  of  being  hanged  if  they  are  taken  in  such  practices 
affain,and  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  remit  the  corporal  punishment 
of  all  especially  if  they  are  people  who  have  any  reputable  friends  in 
the  Country,  you  will  observe  that  the  Resolve  of  Congress  for  trying 
Inhabitants  by  law  martial  expired  yesterday,  and  l^erefore  it  wiS 
be  needless  to  apprehend  any  more ;  if  they  are  found  going  into 
Pbilad*  with  Provisions  you  may  take  that  and  their  Horses  from 
them. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most 

obedt.  Servt. 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
(Copy). 

Vrif^t  Gen.  Lacey. 
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Col.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Skc't  Matlaok,  1778. 

Easton  Apr.  11th;  1778. 
Sir, 

When  the  iDvalid  Reg^  was  raised  the  intention  thereof  was  to 
form  a  kind  of  military  school  as  well  to  prooure  a  retreat  to  persons 
suffering  in  the  service,  in  consequence  of  which  the  officers  were 
ordered  to  recruit,  &  I  raised  a  few  men  'till  the  subststute  act  de- 
stroyed all  recruiting  in  this  State,  raising  men  therein  for  other 
coxps^  &  which  ma^  not  be  reckoned  in  its  quota,  is  doing  an  injury 
thereto  which  I  should  be  sorry  to  do  in  anyshape,  I  must  therefore 
beg  you  will  apply  to  his  Bxcellenoy  &  the  Hon^  Council,  that  I  may 
be  informed  of  the  new  regulationa  for  recruiting  made  by  the  Aj^ 
sembly,  &  enabled  to  carry  them  into  execution,  the  men  so  raised 
to  be  feat  to  the  army  to  help  filling  up  the  regiments  belonging  to 
this  state. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  mo3t  obedt  Serrt 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  T.  M. 
Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Mallack,  Esq.,  Seoreftary  to  the  Hon*  Ezeoutiyo 
G<madl  at  Lancaster. 


Brig.  Gbn.  Anthony  Watnb  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1778. 

Gamp,  Mouot  Joy,  Ap"  12th,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Gapt.  Williams  being  now  Sent  on  the  Recruiting  Service,  has 
also  Gen'l  Waynes  Permission  and  Orders  to  take  up  as  many  De- 
serters from  this  State  as  he  possably  can,  he  informing  the  Gen'l 
th«t  he  knew  of  many,  which  had  deserted  from  his  Company  last 
year. 

He  will  call  on  you  for  your  Instructions  in  Regard  to  the  Re- 
cruiting Service,  and  I  make  na  doubt  but  his  prooMdings  or  Inde- 
faticability  will  meet  with  your  approbation — ^iti  the  Gkn'l  wish 
that  he  may  not  be  Confind  to  any  parti«alar  plaee^h^  stt|i|>lfe8  the , 
place  of  Lieut.  Henderson,  who  was  some  time  ago  sent  on  that  Ser- 
vice with  Gapt.  SouU,  and  is  now  returned. 
I  am  Y'  Excellency's  most 

Obd*  Humbl.  Servant.       ^ 

By  order  of  QenT  W^yne. 

BEN,  PISHBOURNB,  A.  D.  C. 
Directed. 

Hb  Excellency  Governor  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq'.,  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by  Gapt.  Williams. 
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Col.  Thos.  Craig  to  Pres.  Whakton,  1778, 

Camp,  Valley  Forge,  April  12th,  1778. 
Sify 

Though  we  were  much  distressed  for  want  of  Cloathing,  when 
supplied  from  the  Continental  Store,  we  still  rested  satisfied,  know- 
ing that  we  always  got  a  proportionable  part,  and  that  it  was  not  in 
the  Power  of  the  States  to  procure  a  Snffieieney  for  the  Army — Bat 
sinoe  eaoh  State  has  undertook  to  cloathe  its  own  Troops,  I  haye 
found,  in  taking  a  View  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  that  some  Regi- 
ments are  well  cloathed,  and  in  fact  have  more  than  they  at  present 
want;  while  others,  whom  I  will  presume  to  say  are  as  deserring  as 
any,  have  not  sufficient  to  cover  their  Nakedness. 

This,  Sir,  must  certainly  ex<ate  a  Jealousy,  and  indeed  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  that  there  must  be  partiallity  in  it.  The  preset  de- 
plorable Situation  of  my  Regiment  Obliges  ine  to  trouble  you, 
therefore  must  beg  you  will  oraer  me  down  a  small  supply.  I  refw 
you  to  Cap^  Thomas  Moore  for  the  returns,  They  are  moderate,  and 
only  meant  to  cover  the  men  we  have  doing  Duty  in  Camp. 

The  two  officers  who  were  sent  to  recruit  fox  my  Regiment  are 
returned  with  four  recruits,  and  say  that  it  is  not  in  their  Power  to 
get  men.  I  have  pointed  out  a  way  to  Cap^.  Moore,  which  he  will 
communicate  to  you.  I  think  it  will  be  of  Service,  &  hope  it  may 
meet  with  your  approbation,  if  not,  should  be  glad  to  have  the 
speediest  Steps  taken  you  may  think  proper. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  much  Esteem  &  respect, 

Y'  Honor's  most  OV  hub.  Serv*. 

THOS.  CRAIG. 
Directed 

.  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.,  President  of  y  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Maj*  Qvs.  John  Armstrong  to  Prss.  Wharton,  1778. 

Carlide^  18th  April,  1778. 
Sir, 

Some  weeks  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  y  Excel,  a  few 

lines  from  York  Town,  on  the  subject  of  a  Lead  mine,*  but  have 

not  heard  whether  my  letter  was  delivered.    Since  that  time, .  have 

been  informed  that  the  mine  is  comprehended  by  lines  ran  for  the 

*  Bee  page  ^93. 
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Proprietories^  in  laying  out  part  of  their  TentliB  «8  early,  if  I  re- 
member right,  as  the  year  — 61. 

The  Drafting  of  our  Militia,  in  order  to  fill  np  the  regular  Regi- 
meate  of  the  State,  however  laudable  that  measure  may  be,  it  is 
liable  to  the  additional  obstruction  arising  from  the  absence  of  a 
part  of  that  Body  which  is  to  be  drafted ;  I  mean  the  Militia  neoes- 
sarily  in  the  field,  as  those  at  home  may  derive  a  plea  from  the  ab- 
sence of  their  fellows — ^to  remove  this  embarrassment,  (shou'd  it 
prove  such)  or  rather  thus  early,  to  hint  to  Council  to  be  prepared 
with  such  expedieni  as  may  best  answer  that  peculiar  circum- 
stance, is  the  only  design  of  this  paragraph-— perhaps  a  Lieut,  or 
Sub  Lieut.,  to  attend  at  Gamp  from  such  of  the  County s  as  may 
have  sent  out  their  Classes,  may  be  as  natural  a  method  as  any 
other. 

Give  me  leave  to  advise  yon,  that  some  short  time  ago  I  received 
a  letter  from  a  certain  Mr.  James  Maxwell,  of  Canigochege,  who,  in 
consequence  as  I  conceive  of  a  public  order,  or  at  least  recommen- 
dation of  Council,  that  Volunteers,  as  well  as  certain  Classes  under 
the  Law,  shou'd  on  that  particular  occasion  repair  to  Camp  &  joine 
General  Washington,  &c.  Complaining  that  altho'  he,  as  Captain, 
carried  out  a  Company  of  Volunteers,  joined  Gen'l  Potter,  &  re- 
mained doing  duty  with  him  the  usual  term ;  he  &  his  men  are,  not- 
withstonding,  fined  by  the  State  officers  in  that  part  of  the  Country, 
and  have  no  <»redit  given  them  for  that  tour  of  duty,  because  not 
perform^  in  thecommon  mode  prescribed  by  Law — ^^tis  probable  some 
dependance  might  also  have  been  laid  on  my  private  letter  at  that 
time,  sent  abroad  under  the  privitv  of  Council.  If  Capt*  Maxwell  & 
his  Volunteers,  about  the  time  of  that  Order,  served  the  two  months, 
obeying  the  Commands  of  Gen'l  Potter,  as  I  have  not  an^  doubt 
they  did,  I  hope  the  Supreme  Council  will  be  of  the.  opinion  that 
the  Lieut,  has  gone  too  far,  and  will  as  early  as  convenient  prohibit 
the  Levying  of  these  fines.  I  shall  in  the  mean  time  write  to  Max- 
well, in  order  to  make  them  easy  until  the  sense  of  Council  is  known. 
I  immagin  it  is  alleged  that  Maxwell,  &  perhaps  his  Volunteers,  are 
not  so  well  attached  as  they  ought  to  be  to  our  present  £mme  of  Go- 
yemment — ^that  argument,  if  even  true,  is  in  my  opinion  on  the 
present  occasion  totolly  without  force,  and  such  poUcy  as  cannot  be 
justified,  but  am  persuaded  I  need  not  add. 

I  am  uneasy  to  learn  whether  Congreas  "the  Commander  in  Chief, 
or  any  other  mode  be  yet  taken  up  for  calling  together,  for  a  short 
%imej  the  force  of  the  neighbouring  States,  for  purposes  too  obvious 
to  require  any  rnention  being  made  of  them ;'  delays  are  always  dan* 
geroos,  but  on  great  o<«9a8ioiMrmay  prove  fataL 

General  Potter  has  lately  been  here,  and  is  to  repur  to  Camp 
about  the  latter  end  of  this  moiith — he  will  take  Lancaster  in  his 
Kay. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  undw  the-  sensible  lUling  off  of 
every  faculty  of  body  and  mind,  &  decline  of  the  common  senoes^ 
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I  can  possibly  wish  for  any  aedvo  or  laboriims  Oharge  thro'  the  en- 
Buing  Campaign,  and  equally  inadmissable,  the  Idea  of  beintf  far  db* 
tant  whilst  the  Scene  of  action  is  in  PennsylTania,  or  totuly  inac- 
tive under  the  present  aspect  of  —-78 ;  And  intend,  therefore,  €kd 
willing,  to  be  at  Camp  about  the  latter  end  of  May,  there  to  act  as 
necessity  or  expedience  may  point  out 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Ezcellencys  most  humble  Serv*. 

JOHN  ABMSTBONd. 

I  hare  wrote  Gen'l  Leacy  against  the  unwarrantable  practice 
of  allowing  the  Militia  to  claim  &  distribute  as  Plunder  or  free 
Booty,  the  Horses,  Teams,  &c.,  they  may  seise  carrying  in  provi- 
sions to  the  Enemy.  I  have  heard  such  a  report,  but  am  not  certain 
of  the  truth  of  it.    If  so,  it  is  infallibly  wrong. 

J- A. 
DtrecMf 

On  Public  Service — 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esquire,  President  of  the  StalQ 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

Fayoor'd  by  Coll.  Smith. 


Brio*  Qw.  Laobt  to  Prbb.  Wha&tok,  1778. 

Doyles  Town,  April  13th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  a  list  of  some  prisoners,  their  erimee  and  the  judg* 
ment  of  the  Oourty  which ^  approved  of  in  part  by  His  Excelletnoy 
Oeneral  Washington,  &o.,  in  a  letter  to  me,  dated  April  the  llth| 
1778,  a  coppy  of  which  I  alto  inclose  in  this  letter.  The  Priaonera 
I  send  you  are  Notorious  offenders,  aad  have  mado  t  grate  practice 
of  going  to  market,  as  well  as  being  guilty  of  other  tnutourous  acta. 
I  send  them  to  you  to  do  with  them  aa  yon  and  Oouncil  may  direct, 
bat  hope  they  may  be  kept  close  to  some  Labourioos  Buainess,  dur- 
ing the  Campaign,  for  you  may  rely  on  their  going  (ttreotly  to  the 
S»emy  if  they  have  their  Liberty. 

None  of  the  Classes  you  have  ordered  into  the  field  has  yet  arived^ 
the  times  of  those  with  me  expire  the  twenty  third  of  this  mofttb| 
which  is  just  at  hand^-^ny  party  lays  near  the  Billit. 

One  of  my  Scouting  par^'a  fell  in' with  a  party  of  the  finevy 
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some  days  since,  near  Doctor  Bennils,  on  the  York  Road^  by  whom 
five  of  the  Militia  were  Killed ;  the  greatest  part  of  them^  after  they 
were  made  prisoners,  were  inhumanly  Butchered ;  two  others  were 
wounded,  one  of  which  they  took  with  them,  the  other  they  left 
for  dead,  but  after  they  were  gone  he  made  shift  to  git  to  one  of  the 
Neighbouring  Houses,  from  whence  he  was  brought  up  to  Ihis  plaoe^ 
and  is  like  to  recover  tho  badly  wounded. 
I  remain  with  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  LACEY,  Jn^,  B.  G. 
J)%rectedy 

On  PoUio  Service— 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  jan'.;  Esq**.;  Lancaster. 


Fbep.  Wisk  to y  1178. 

Philad*  O'jy  Douglass/ April  13th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  ought  to  eive  you  intelligence  of  my  Proceedings  about  Buying 
them  Horses,  before  now.  But  I  Could  not  get  an  Opportunity  before 
this,  therefor^  I  hope  you'l  Excuse  me.  I  hereby  Let  you  know 
that  such  Horses  are  Very  Scarce  in  our  County,  but  I  have  Try'd 
my  best  Endeavour  to  get  them,  and  I  cot  9,  which  I  think  will 
answer  the  Purpose  very  well ;  but  your  Order  says  not  to  Buy  any 
tinder  5  Years  old,  which  is  no  Possibility  for  me  to  get  them  in 
our  County.  And  I  am  upon  Opinion  a  Horse  of  4  Years  Old,  if 
he  is  Try'd,  is  as  good  for  any  Hardship  as  a  Horse  of  6  and  7 
Years,  therefore.  Please  to  Let  me  know  in  Short  whether  I  shall 
Buy  any  of  4  Years  Old  or  not.  And  the  Horses  are  very  Dear, 
that  I  Can't  get  them  under  £100, 120  and  130  Pounds  a  Horse. 
No  more  at  present,  but  wishing  this  may  find  you  in  health  as  I  am 
at  present, 

I  am  your  Very 

Hambla  Ser*. 

FREDERICK  WISE. 
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GoTJNOn.  TO  Genkbal  Washhtoiok,  1778. 

In  OouBcil^ 

Lancaster,  April  18th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  bad  the  Honor  to  receive  your  ExeeJlencTS  Letter  o€  the  10  & 
11  InsS"^  The  first  by  Major  General  Q/een,  Q.  M.  General.  This 
Gentleman  oommanicated  to  Council  hie  sentiments  respecting  the 
Wag^n  Law,  and  left  with  them  some  hints  for  their  consideration. 
The  Law  perhaps  may  be  altered  for  the  better,  tho'  it  is  not  so 
deficient  as  it  appears  at  the  first  View; — it  was  made  to  provide  for 
the  Army  in  a  general  way,  and  if  the  Deputy  Quarter  Master  had 
made  timely  application  for  Waggons,  there  would  have  been  but 
little  cause  for  complaint:  notwithstanding  there  is  no  provission  in 
the  Law  for  cases  of  real  emergency,  it  is  nevertheless  the  opinion 
of  Council  that  there  may  be  instances  which  will  fully  justify  the 
Quarter-  Master  General,  his  deputies  &  the  officers  commanding  de- 
tachments in  impressing  Waggons.  If  the  Law  had  given  authority 
to  the  military  to  impress,  there  would  have  been  some  reason  to  fear 
that  very  little  attention  would  have  been  paid  to  the  regular  mode 
of  calling  upon  the  Farmers,  whereby  the  burthen  might  possibly 
be  very  unequal.  JLs  it  now  stands  Uie  necessity  of  the  case  must 
justify  the  measure.  Respecting  the  other  grievance  which  your 
Excellency  hints  at,  that  of  Waggoners,  Quarter  Masters,  Teamsters, 
ftc,  great  difficulty  arises,  either  in  exempting  them  from  or 
obliging  them  to  pay  the  substitution  money.  It  is  alleged  that 
many  of  them  have  enterd  into  the  Waggon  service  &  the  Quarter 
Masters  Line  for  a  short  time  merely  to  evade  the  Law,  in  expecta- 
tion that  by  this  means  they  may  neither  serve  their  term  of  duty 
nor  pay  the  Fine.  '  If  a  regular  enlistment  was  made  to  serve  for  a 
year,  or  perhaps  a  shorter  time,  upon  producing  a  certificate  to  tho 
Lieutenant  of  the  County,  I  think  he  would  exempt  him  from  the 
fines,  and  this  has  really  been  the  case  in  many  instances,  and  it  is 
the  opinion  of  Council  that  such  exemption  is  justifiable;  and  there- 
fore I  propose  to  instruct  the  Lieutenants  on  this  head. 

Your  Letter  of  the  11th  enclosed  a  resolve  of  Congress  empower-' 
ing  you  to  call  upon  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Mary',  &  Yirdnia, 
for  5000  Militia,  in  consequence  of  which  you  request  from  this  State 
1000  efifective  men. . 

I  wish  there  was  no  occasion  to  call  upon  the  militia  at  this  time, 
as  they  are  about  to  prepare  the  ground  for  summer  Crops }  &  there 
are  other  reasons  that  enduces  me  to  wish  very  sincerely  that  we  had 
no  occasion  for  their  servioes  in  the  Field.  I  am  sure  your  Sxcel- 
lenoy  would  not  demand  them  if  they  oould  be  dispensed  with ; 

*  See  page  409, 410. 
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Council  apprehending  there  was  a  neeesritj  to  keep  up  near  that 
number  under  Gen.  Laoey,  gave  orders  some  time  since  to  the  Lieu- 
tenants of  the  Counties  of  Uumberlandy  York,  Northampton,  Bucks, 
k  Phila',  for  as  many  as  they  thought  would  be  sufficient,  I  find 
however  they  have  not  turned  out  to  my  wishes.  I  will  give  such 
further  orders  as  I  hope  will  answer  your  ExceUencys  expectations, 
reserving  as  many  here  for  guard  as  the  numbw  of  Continental 
Troops  now  employed  on  this  business. 

It  is  proper  however  to  inform  you  that  at  the  reauest  of  Congress 
I  ordered  500  of  the  Militia  to  guard  the  storeS;  200  at  EastoU;  100. 
at  Bethlehem^  &  200  at  Beading. 

I  have  the 


CouNoiL  TO  Thomas  Savadgb,  1778. 

In  Council| 

Lancastor;  April  13;  1778. 

Sir, 

Your  letters  of  the  4ih  &  6th  instant*  have  been  read  in  Council. 

As  to  Guards  being  sent  to  defend  the  Salt  works  under  your  care, 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  propriety  in  it  from  many  conside- 
rations. 

These  works  have  been  tery  long  in  hand,  and  have  hitherto  been 
altogether  fruitless.  This  greatly  discourages  Council  from  pur- 
suing the  business  any  further  until  they  are  satisfied  that  there  is  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  something  effectual  being  done,  and  they  are  of 
opinion  that  they  cannot  justify  to  the  publick  the  advancing  of  any  * 
more  money  until  they  are  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  the  disposal 
of  that  already  issued  for  this  purpose.  Yon  are  therefore  directed 
to  lay  your  accounts  before  the  Council  as  soon  as  may  be.  f 

Directed^ 
To  Mr.  Thomas  Savadge. 

*  See  page  898>  400. 

t  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  468. 
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COUHOIL  10  C!01fHIB8I0NX&B  FOB  P&OVISXOKB,  1778. 

Giroolar. 

In  Oonncily 

Lnncaater,  April  14, 1778. 

OenUemen.i 

Colonel  Clement  Biddle  being  appointed  Forage  Master  General, 
it  is  proper  that  his  advice  and  directions  be  respected  in  the  pa^ 
chase  and  disposal  of  forage.  He  will  famish  yon  with  money  for 
this  purpose  from  time  to  time  aa  it  shall  become  necessary. 

I  am  sir, 
your  very  Hum.  serv*. 


Jacob  Morgan  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Beading,  April  15%  1778. 
Sir, 

I  ReoelT'd  Your  Bzeellenoys  orders  oi  the  24*^  March  Last: 
Agreeable  theveimto  I  h^ye  Calld  9pon  the  !■*  ClasS)  of  which  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty  one  Rank  and  File  have  entred,  which  Falls 
B^ort  of  the  Number  Demanded;  I  therefore  called  upon  the  Second 
ClaflB  of  one  of  the  Battalions^  which  I  expect  will  make  up  the 
Number  demanded. 

I  also  Beoeiyed  your  orders  of  the  2'  of  this  Instant  by  the  Secre- 
taiy,  to  make  exact  Lists,  Bistiaguishing  Battalions  k  Companies, 
of  fdl  the  Offioers  and  soldiers  withfn  this  State,  which  ahall  be 
Delivered  in  on  or  before  the  First  Dbj  of  May  next.  Agreeable 
thereunto  I  haye  Seat  orders  to  all  the  Commanding  officers  of  eaeh 
Company  in  the  several  Battalions  in  the  County  to  make  Betums 
of  all  the  Male  white  Inhabitants,  &c.,  in  their  several  Districts  by 
the  24*^  of  this  Instant,  and  am  in  hopes  to  make  Betnrns  agreeable 
to  your  Excellencies  orders. 

I  am  with  great  regard, 

your  Excellencies  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  C. 

Directed, 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  in  Lancaster. 
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Gbnl.  Antht.  Waynb  to  President  Wharton,  1778, 

Mount  Joy,  16th  April,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  Donaldson,  of  York,  who  will  deliver  yon  this,  has  been  kind 
enongh  to  offer  his  services  in  procuring  shirts  for  oar  troops ;  he 
thinks  that  he  Could  supply  us  with  three  or  four  Hundred  '^  week, 
and  that  he  has  Linen  now  on  hand  sufficient  to  make  Six  Hundred, 
and  that  he  can  procure  a  large  Quantity  if  properly  Impowered  and 
supplied  with  cash. 

The  necessitons  situation  of  our  Troops,  for  want  of  shirts,  will 
Justify  any  measure,  and  requires  every  exertion  to  procure  an  im« 
mediate  supply. 

I  therefore  wish  your  Excellency  to  give  Mr.  Donaldson  powera 
for  that  purpose.  We  shall  certainly  want  in  the  whole  9,000  shirts 
and  9,000  pair  of  Overalls. 

I  herewith  transmit  you  the  Betuma  of  Ae  two  Brigades  of  P««8* 
Troops,  under  my  command;  the  sick  now  in  Camp,  Contained  in. 
my  Returns,  have  heen  laid  up  for  want  of  clothing,  except  in  a  few 
Instances ;  there  is  scarcely  one  of  them  that  has  a  ahirt,  I  shall 
order  a  general  Return  of  the  whole  Penns*  Line  to  make  out,  which 
I  shall  transmit  next  Week. 
Interim  I  am. 

With  every  esteem, 

Your  Excellencies  most  ob* 

And  very  Hum.  S*, 

ANTY.  WAYNE. 
Ditectedj 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Bzoellenoy,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Lancaster. 

^  Mr.  DonaldsiHi. 


GiNL.  Ahthy.  Waykr  to  Prbsibbkt  Whartok,  1778. 

Camp,  Mount  Joy,  April  16th,  1778. 
Dear  Sir^ 

Gapt  Irwin  ft-Lient.  Vanlear,  belongifog  to  the  Ninth  Peons* 
Regiment,  being  now  sent  on  the  Recruiting  service,  they  will  wsilo 
on  yon  for  your  Instmoiions^  as  tbeas  Chentlemen  do  not  belong  to 
General  Wayne's  Division;  but  to  Lovd  filariing'sy  yon  wiU  please  to 
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note  the  same,  thej  are  of  the  Line  of  Penns*;  and  will  oome  under 
your  Notice  in  the  same  manner  as  the  former. 

Col.  Butler,  to  whom  these  Gentlemen  belong,  also  requests 
Informing  jou  that  he  has  other  officers  from  his  Regiment  on  the 
same  service.  If  they  should  want  Cash  for  that  purpose  yon  will 
supply  them.  The  Colonel  writes^  directing  them  to  call  on  you  for 
your  orders. 

I  am  your  Exoellencies 

Most  obedient, 

Hu'ble  Servant, 

For  the  Genl.  &  Self. 

By  order  of  Genl.  Wayne. 
BEN.  FISHBOURNE,  A-  D.  C. 

Directed.    • 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency,  Governour  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Lan- 
caster. 

Gl.  Wayne. 


Jonathan  B.  Skith  to  Prbsidbnt  Whaeton,  1778. 

York  Town,  April  16, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  yours.  In  consequence  of  your  deure 
expressed  that  a  warrant  for  the  reraaiDing  30,000  dollars  should  be 
passed  in  your  favor  on  the  Loan  office  of  this  state,  I  have  procured 
a  warrant  for  20,000  dollars,  which  is  inclosed.  That  for  30,000  on 
the  Treasurer  yet  lies  here,  &  tnay  perhaps  be  paid  in  10  days  or  a 
fortnight;  but  it  depends  on  circumstances  which  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained. These  three  warrants  make  100,000  dollars  /or  the  purcha$B 
of  horses,  as  the  warrant  specifies. 

Your  Excellency  will  excuse  my  hinting  the  necessity  of  forwarding 
the  accounts  of  the  prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy.  By  a  resolu- 
tion  of  Congress,  of  February  last,  those  accounts  were  to  be  rendered 
before  15  April,  or  the  State  omitting  were  to  suffer  any  losses  oon- 
sequent  on  tne  event. 

1  believe^  orders  will  issue  to  suspend  any  further  purohasea  of 
flour.     Large  quantities  are  procured,  we  are  told,  in  Maryland. 
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If  soaretarn  of  the  proeeedings  of  our  Commissioiiera  ft  their 
aeconnts  will  be  called  for.'*' 

With  very  great  reepect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  Ezoellencies  most  ob.  h"«  s^ 

JONA.  B.  SMITH. 

Having  vrritten  the  above  abroad  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  fill 
up  one  or  two  blanks. 

Directed^ 

On  pnblick  service. 

To  His  Ezoellencyi  The  President  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
Lanoaster. 

FaVd  by  Col.  Cox. 


Statk  Navy  Board  to  Prbsidknt  Whaeton,  1778. 

State  Navy  Board,  April  16, 1778. 
Sir, 

We  rec'd  your  Excellency's,  by  Capt.  Houston,  also  one  from 
General  Washington,  which  Capt.  Blewer  will  show  you.  On  receipt 
of  that  letter,  we  applied  to  Governor  Livingston  for  advice,  he  told 
us  that  he  was  very  sorry  the  Galleys  should  be  dismantled,  but  as 
it  wad  out  of  his  line  he  declined  to  give  advice.  We  then  applied  to 
him  for  Power  to  press  Waggons,  he  said  he  had  not  that  Power ; 
on  which  we  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Governor,  praying  he 
would  lay  it  before  the  Council  &  Assembly,  who  soon  after  im- 
powered  the  Governor  to  give  orders  to  press  such  Waggons  as  we 
wanted.  Six  Galleys  being  then  dismantled,  as  well  as  the  Brig 
Convention,  we  carried  off  the  Stores  and  Cannon  to  different  Places, 
and  put  them  under  the  care  of  auch  Inhabitants  as  we  eould  trust 
and  depend  on.  While  we  were  carrying  off  these,  an  order  came 
from  General  Washington,  to  send  the  men  that  were  on  board  the 
Galleys  which  were  sent  from  his  Camp,  manv  of  which  were  sent 
off;  on  which  two  more  Galleys  were  dismantled ;  they  are  now  all 
in  a  proper  creek  ready  plaged,  and  can  be  sank  in  ifalf  an  Hour. 
Four  Galleys  and  four  armed  Boats  are  now  as  low  as  Burlington. 
The  shot  we  have  buried  in  a  good  Place  near  the  Water.  For  any 
other  particulars  must  refer  your  Excellency  to  Capt.  Blewer. 

A  large  Quantity  of  Powder  was  sent  to  Pitts  Town,  since  which 

*  See  page  408. 
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we  gaTa  %n  ord^r  to  Mr.  Pearson,  to  remore  most  of  it  to  AUea 
Town }  at  which  place  there  is  a  Qaantity  of  Dsok,  ami  oUier  Stores^ 
an  Inventory  of  which  Capt.  Blewer  haa. 
I  am, 

Bjr  order  of  the  Board, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
Hble  Serv't, 

WM.  BKADFORD. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress, 

April  17%  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  be  requested  to  order  the  Commis- 
sioners, by  them  appointed  to  make  purchases  of  wheat  and  flouTi  to 
desist  in  making  any  farther  porchaiefl  of  those  articles,  and  to  make 
returns  forthwith  to  Mr.  Wadsworth,  Commissary  General  of  Pur- 
chases, and  to  the  Board  of  War,  of  the  purchases  they  have  made. 
Extract  from  the  minatee, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


D.   ROBERDBAU  TO  PRESIDENT  WhaRTON,  1778. 

Carlisle,  April  17%  1778- 

Sir, 

The  Confidence  the  Honorable  the  Bepresentatives  of  cur  State, 
have  placed  in  me,  by  a  late  resolve,  together  with  the  pressing  and 
indispensible  necessity  of  a  speedy  supply  of  lead  for  the  public  Ser- 
vice, induced  me  to  ask  leave  of  absence  of  Congress  to  proceed  with 
Workmen  to  put  their  business  into  a  proper  train,  and  have  reached 
this  place  on  that  errand,  and  having  collected  men  and  materials  and 
sent  them  forward  this  day,  purpose  to  follow  to-m(M:row.  Hy  views 
have  been  greatly  enlarged  since  I  left  York,  on  the  importance  of 
the  undertaking  and  hazard  in  prosecuting  it,  for  the  publick  Works 
here  are  not  furnished  with  an  ounce  of  lead  but  what  is  in  fixed 
ammunition,  on  the  other  hand  the  prevailing  oppinion  of  people  as 
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I  advBQoe  into  the  Oovnbry,  of  Indiftn  deptedatioas  Bhoirtly  to  oom« 
mence,  might  not  only  deter  the  Workmen  I  stand  in  need  o^  bat 
affright  the  back  settlers  fircHU  their  Habitation  sand  leave  the  Country 
exposed  and  naked.  To  give  eonfidenee  to  one  and  the  other,  I  have 
drawn  out  of  the  pabliek  Stores  here»  twenty  five  stand  of  arms  and 
a  quantity  of  Gun  powder,  and  intended  to  proceed  this  morning, 
but  was  applied  to  by  John  Oaruthers,  £S8(|r.;  Lieat.  of  this  County, 
and  Wm-  Brown,  Commissary  of  proyisionfl  for  the  Militia,  who 
advised  with  me  on  the  subject  of  their  respective  Separtments,  and 
by  the  account  they  gave  of  the  orders  from  your  Hon^^  Board  to 
them  as  to  calling  out  and  9upplying  the  Militia,  I  find  the  Stata 
is  guarding  against  the  incursions  of  the  Savages ;  this  confirmed  me. 
in  a  preconceived  intention  of  ereeting  a  Stodcade  Fort,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Mine  I  am  about  to  work;  if  I  could  stir  up 
tike  Inhabitants  to  give  their  labour  in  furnishing  an  Asylum  for 
their  Families  in  case  of  imminent  danger,  vod  prevent  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  Country.  Mr.  Carathers,  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
the  work  for  the  above  purposes,  ooiKleseendtngly  ofiered  one  Com- 
pany of  the  Militia,  which  he  expected  would  consist  of  about  40 
men,  under  my  command,  to  co-operate  in  so  salutary  a  Bumness ; 
as  it  consisted  with  the  orders  of  Council  respecting  the  Station, 
being  only  a  deviation  of  a  very  few  miles ;  and  that  one  other 
Company  of  about  the  same  number  should  also  join  me  for  the  greater 
Expedition,  until  the  pleasure  of  Council  was  known,  which  he 
presumed  might  coincide  with  such  dispositions,  otherwise  it  might 
be  deranged  py  an  immediate  Express,  and  that  the  pleasure  of 
Council  might  be  known  without  delay,  I  give  this  intelligence. 
If  these  measures  are  for  the  good  of  the  publick  wheel,  I  hope  to 
be  honored  with  a  confirmation,  and  orders  to  the  Militia  to  exert 
themselves  in  carrying  the  design  into  immediate  execution;  if 
otherwise,  I  rely  on  the  well  known  candour  of  Council,  th«t  I  shall 
not  be  suspected  of  any  sinister  design,  in  leaning  to  an  offer  freely 
made  as  above,  from,  I  believe,  the  best  motives ;  much  less  that  I 
have  presumed  to  interfere  with  the  arrangements  of  Council,  as  this 
early  notice  is  a  full  proof  to  the  Contrary^  as  the  whole  is  in  their 
power  as  much  as  if  nothing  had  passed  betwixt  the  Lieut,  and  my- 
self. I  have  only  to  add  on  this  subject  that  your  design  of  patroling 
parties  of  good  Eiflemen  shall  be  encouraged  by  me.  The  Commis« 
sary,  Mr.  Brown,  being  destitute  of  money,  I  would  have  spared  it 
out  of  my  small  stock,  but  that  by  my  interferonce  1200  Dollars, 
all  he  asked,  was  supplied  by  a  public  ofiicer  here,  but  further  sums, 
will,  he  said,  be  soon  necessary  and  he  expressed  much  concern  for 
the  scarcity  of  provisions.  I  was  advised  very  lately  by  tTudge  Mc- 
Kean,  of  a  quantity  of  salted  beef,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  iLarris's 
Ferry,  and  before  I  left  York  I  applied  to  him  by  letter  to  advise  me 
of  the  quantity  and  quality,  with  a  design  to  purchase,  as  I  intended 
to  employ  a  much  greater  number  of  men  than  are  already  employed 
at  the  lead  mine,  to  carry  on  the  Business  with  vigour.     If  Council 
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should  think  proper  to  order  a  quantity  of  eaid  proyiflions  up  the 
Janiata,'  for  the  Militia,!  should  be  glad  of  being  &vored  with  what 
I  want  thro'  the  same  Channel.  I  intend  to  build  such  a  Fort,  as, 
with  sufficient  proyisions,  under  the  smile  of  providence,  would  enable 
me  to  defend  it  against  any  number  of  Indians  that  might  presume  to 
invest  it.  If  I  am  not  prevented  by  an  opportunity  of  serving  the 
State  eminently  by  a  longer  stay  in  the  Wilderness,  I  purpose  to 
return  to  my  duty  in  Congress  in  about  three  Weeks.  Will 
Council  favor  me  with  the  exemption  of  a  number  of  men,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty,  if  I  cannot  be  supplied  by  the  Adjutant  General 
who  has  orders  co-extensive  with  my  want  of  smelters  and  Miners 
from  Deserters  from  the  British  Army,  to  suffer  such  to  come  to 
this  part  of  the  Country  contrary  to  a  preoeeding  oider  P  If  Council 
should  think  such  a  measure  of  exemptaon  for  the  public  good,  I 
should  be  glad  to  receive  their  orders  on  that  head.  I  would  not 
intrude  my  sentiments  on  Council,  but  am  of  opinion,  that  besides 
the  supplying  of  provisions  to  the  Militia  in  Bedford,  it  is  vevy  im- 
portant that  the  intended  Stockade  should  be  seasonably  furnished 
with  that  article;  therefore  if  it  should  not  be  thought  adviseable  to 
improve  the  above  hint,  that  the  provisions  already  mentioned  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Harris's,  should  be  left  unnoticed  until  I  shall 
have  an  oppo'y  of  furnishing  my  own  supplies  from  that  Btock| 
if  I  shall  be  advised  by  Mr.  McKean  it  is  in  my  offer.  My  landing 
is  at  Water  Street  in  Juniata^  but  I  could  on  notice  receive  any 
supply  from  Standing  Stone. 

I  am  most  respectfullyi 
Sir, 

Y*"  most  ob*  &  very  hum.  Serv't 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

P.S.  In  my  hurry  I  have  not  time  to  copy  this  which  I  bog  may 
be  excused. 

sDirecied. 

On  public  Service,  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  j',  Esquire, 
President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Fennsylvaniai  Lancaster.  . 

Carlisle,  Dan'l  Robordeau. 
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General  Washington  to  Pbbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Head  Quarters^  Yalley  Forge^  17th  April. 
Sir, 

I  have  long  been  convinoed  that  one  great  cause  of  the  backward- 
ness of  the  people  to  supply  us  with  articles  in  the  Q'  Masters  and 
Commissary^s  department,  has  been  owinff  to  the  imprudent  choice 
of  deputies  in  those  departments,  who  have  not  only  personally 
abused  the  inhabitants,  but  have  defrauded  them  of  great  part  of 
their  dues. 

So  glaring  an  instance,  of  one  of  these  improper  appointments, 
has  lately  presented  itself  to  me,  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
take  the  deputation  away  from  the  person  to  prevent  his  doing  mis- 
chief, and  as  he  was  empowered  to  act  by  Mr.  Thomas  Edwards,  the 
Commissioner  of  Lancaster  County,  I  thought  it  highly  expedient 
to  give  you  information  of  it,  with  the  character  of  Patrick  Ma- 
guire,  the  person  named  in  the  enclosed  extensive  Commission* 
He  was  hired  to  act,  about  twelve  months  ago,  as  Steward  in  my 
family,  in  which  station  he  continued  untill  a  few  weeks  past,  when 
I  was  obliged  to  dismiss  him.  He  is  given  to  liquor,  and  where  he 
dares  takes  the  liberty,  very  insolent.  He  is  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  Country  or*with  the  quality  or  value  of  the  articles  wanted, 
and  yet,  you  will  please  to  observe,  by  his  powers,  that  he  is  unlimi- 
ted as  to  quantity,  quality,  or  price.  He  must  have  been  a  stranger 
to  Mr.  Edwards,  as  he  had  but  lately  come  from  Ireland,  when  I 
hired  him. 

I  hope  vou  will  attribute  this  representation  of  facts  to  the  true 
motive,  which  is  my  desire  of  delivering  the  people  from  the  op- 
pression which  they  have  too  Ions  laboured  under,  by  being  harraased 
and  abused  by  persons  of  Mr.  Maguire's  stamp. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  ear, 

your  most  ob*  serv*, 

Gf  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  I  have  rec*  yours  of  the  IS*''  instant* 
IXrected, 

On  public  service.  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr., 
Pres^  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster.    G*  Washington. 

fielative  to  Pat.  Maguire's  app^  as  Deputy  Comm'^. 

*  See  page  416, 
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Council  to  Lieutenants  of  Yokk  &  Cumberland,  1778. 

Lancaster;  April  17th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Conncil  feel  themselve  sin  a  Tery  irksome  eironmstance.  On  the 
application  of  His  Excellency  the  General,  I  undertook  to  keep  up 
1000  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  in  the  field  dnring  the  winter 
months.  I  have  accordingly  issued  orders  in  due  time  to  the  Lieu- 
tenants of  diyers  Counties,  ft  had  these  been  complied  with  in  any 
tolerable  degree,  the  number  required  would  have  been  amply  pro- 
vided. But  firom  whatsoever  cause  the  defect  has  arisen,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  that  the  General  has  had  great  reason  to  complain  of  Penn- 
isylvania,  &  to  think  hardly  of  the  Council  concerning  this  matter. 
It  must  astonish  the  distant  States,  &  Congress  to  find  the  State 
invaded  so  very  inattentive  &  backward,!  ft  the  Inhabitants  of  this, 
in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Enemy  left  open  to  the  ravages  of  the  foe,  by 
the  unfeeling  neglect  of  the  more  distant  setlers  who  have  not  yet 
taken  their  Tour  of  duty,  must  resent  their  conduct  as  inhuman. 

When  the  Continental  Battalions  can  be  replenished,  ft  the  estab- 
lished force  of  the  State  called,  I  hope  that  the  stated  service  of 
Militia  may  be  spared,  &  their  exertions  reserved  fbr  special  occa- 
sions. In  the  mean  time,  as  you  regard  the  honor  of  government, 
the  character  of  the  State  in  general  ft  of  y*  County  in  partieular. 
the  good  of  the  great  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  your  own 
good  name,  I  pray  you  to  make  use  of  every  effort  ft  argument  to 
induce  the  Militia  of  your  County  who  have  been  ordered  out,  to 
join  Gen*  Lacy  without  delay.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  of 
your  success,  ft  of  the  number  sent  down. 

Indorsed^ 

To  the  Lieutenants  of  York  and  CumbevUuBd. 


Council  to  James  Mease,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  April  17, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  repeated  and  very  earnest  representations  which  this  Council 
has  received,  from  many  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  battalions  in 
continental  service,  of  the  great  and  distressing  want  of  shirts  among 
the  soldiers,  lays  the  Council  under  a  necessity  of  requesting,  that 
you  will  supply  them  immediately  if  it  is  in  your  power.    Should 
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yon  not  have  ready  made  shiHs,  soffioient  to  supply  the  demand  for 
the  troops  of  this  State,  it  will  be  absolutely  neoessary  to  exert  every 
possible  means  to  have  them  made  without  delay,  and  this  Council 
are  so  disttessed  with  the  eomplaints  of  the  officers  on  this  subjeot, 
that  however  unwilling  to  interfere  in  your  department;  we  are 
induced  to  !^ee  to  receive  linnen  and  to  procure  shirts  to  be  made 
for  them.  Lieu*  Co>  Bayard  sends  an  express  to  you  for  your 
answer  on  this  subject. 

Indorsed, 
To  James  Mease  Esq%  Clothier  GeB>  at  York. 


OOUKOIL  TO  JONATHAK  B.   SmITH,  1778. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  April  17, 1778. 
Sir, 

'  This  minute  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  vour  letter  of  the  16/ 
enclosing  an  order  on  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  for 
20,000  Dolhirs,  to  be  applyed  towards  the  payment  of  Horses,  now 
purchasing  by  the  Commissioners.  I  utiderstand  Mr.  Smith,  the 
Gomm'  of  the  Loan  Offioe,  has  been  absent  for  some  days.  The  last 
order  has  not  been  fully  paid,  and  therefore,  when  he  returns,  it  is 
doubtful  if  he  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  pay  them  immediately. 
This  will  distress  Council,  as  our  Treasury  is  entirely  exhausted,  and 
many  demands  of  the  Militia  &  others  of  a  long  standing. 

I  will  urge  the  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Assembly,  to  make 
up  the  aoco*  against  the  Prisoners  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  afraid 
this  State  will  suffiar  considerably  on  this  head,  as  I  am  confident 
large  sums  have  been  paid  by  the  Committee  &  Council  of  Safety, 
which,  for  the  want  of  time  to  examine  all  the  Papers,  cannot  at 
present. 

I  am  sir, 

your  very  hum*  serv*, 

P.  8.  Since  the  above,  I  have  been  told,  the  Committee  has  for- 
warded the  aeo^  against  the  Prisoners. 

Direciedf 

Mr.  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith,  Esqr. 

*  See  page  420. 

t  Col.  Eec,  VoL  XL,  p.  466. 
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Gbnbbal  Anthony  Wayne  to  Pbbs.  Whakton,  1778. 

Mount  Joy,  18ih  April,  1778. 

Bear  Sir, 

Col.  Buder  of  the -9^  Penned  Eegiment,  among  other  boanesa^ 
wants  Clothing  for  his  Regiment.  I  wish  him  to  be  Indulged,  if 
it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  otlier  part  of  the  line. 

I  have  procured  from  Mr.  Zantzinger,  since  November  last,  about 
five  Hundred  &  fifty  Coats }  two  Hundred  Waistcoats ;  three  Hun- 
dred and  eighty  pair  of  breeches,  and  an  equal,  number  of  stockings, 
about  One  Hundred  pair  of  Shoes,  and  several  Hundred  Hatts*^ 
these  have  been  Distributed  among  nine  Regiments,  and  has  only 
in*  part  clothed  about  one  fourth  of  them.  All  the  Clothing,  as 
yet  furnished  by  this  StatCy  has  been  Distributed  between  the. 3*', 
e^S  9<^,  12*^,  &  18^,  which,  I  believe,  is  Rather  more  than  came  to 
the  share  of  the  other  nine. 

I  therefore  wish  that  all  such  Clothing  as  mav  be  Ready,  was 
sent  together,  and  I  will  undertake  to  see  Impartial  Justice  done  to 
the  whole,  for  I  believe  no  one  at  present,  if  better  off  than  aa 
other,  except  Col.  Stewarts  &  Col.  Hartleys,  which  are  well  dothed 
— most  of  the  others  are  in  a  wretched  condition. 
I  am  your  Excellencies  most 

obed*  hum*  serv*, 

ANrr  WAYNE,  B.  O. 
IHreded, 

On  publiok  service.  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Rsqr., 
at  Lancaster.    Anthony  Wayne. 


James  Meash  to  President  Wharton,  1775. 

York  Town,  18  April,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  your  Excellency's  &vor  of  yesterday,  &  tan 
sorry  to  find  there  is  any  complaints  from  the  Troops  of  this  State 
for  want  of  Shirts.  I  did  imagine  the  very  great  supplies  of  thftt 
article,  which  have  been  sent  to  Camp,  wodd  have  made  the  army 
tollerably  comfortable  in  that  way ;  but  I  fear  the  practice  of  issuing 
necessaries  at  Camp,  is  in  itself  (me  great  cause  of  their  never  being 
satisfied.  I  have  furnished  Col.  Broadhead  here  with  200  for  hia 
Regiment,  &  supplied  Hartleys  also,  &  have  but  few  left  here  which 
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are  not  worth  while  fonmrding,  as  parties  are  dayly  padsing  w^ 
require  some.  What  may  be  at  LaQoaster  I  do  not  at  present 
know,  but  shall  be  there  on  Monday,  &  whatever  can  be  spared, 
shall  be  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvanians.  I  am  ez- 
trem^y  obliged  to  the  Hon'ble  Council  for  their  unwillingness  to 
interfere  in  my  department,  &  shall  always  be  ready  to  oo-opperate 
with  their  views  in  whatever  may  tend  to  the  good  of  the  public, 
ft  flatter  myself  the  Council  have  never  found  me  disinclined  to  pay 
due  attention  to  any  direction  of  theirs,  whilst  consistent  with  what 
appeared  the  line  of  my  duty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  all  due  respect, 

.    your  Exo^*  &  the  Councils 

most  obed*  hum*  serv*, 

JAMES  MEASE,  C'«' Gen«. 
Directed, 

To  Hia  ExceUency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Ex- 
eeHtive  Covioil,  Pennsylvania. 


BoABD  OF  Wab  to  Phbsidbst  Whabton,  1778. 

War  Office,  Ajwil  18th,  1778. 
Sir, 

•  The  Board  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  17**'  instant, 
<m  the  Subject  of  purchasing  Horses,  &  as  your  Postscript  mentions 
your  Receipt  of  the  order  for  twenty  thousand  Dollars  on  the  Loan 
Office,  the  Board  presume  it  to  be  unnecessary  to  send  Money 
agreeably  to  your  Bzcellenc/s  Bequest.  A  Copy  of  yours  has  been 
transmitted  to  the  Quarter  Master  General,  with  Directions  for  him 
to  take  order  lor  the  retiewing  of  the  Horses  from  the  Commis- 
flioners  appointed  by  the  Council,  but  it  will  be  necessary  that 
CFeneral  Greene  be  informed  of  the  Names  of  those  Commiss*^,  &  of 
the  Phices  where  the  Horses  are.  The  Orders  of  the  Hon. -Council 
to  them  will  be  requisite)  it  is  presumed,  before  they  will  deliver 
ihe  Horses  to  the  Q'  M'  Gen'l. 

By  Order  of  Congress  we  enclose  their  Resolution  of  yesterday, 
&  make  no  doubt  your  Ezeellency  &  the  Hon.  Council  will  take  the 
prq»er  steps  for  a  Compliance  therewith. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

your  very  obed*  serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
By  Order  of  the  Board. 

P.  8.  A  general  Order  on  the  Commissioners;  in  the  several 
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Counties^  enclosed  to  General  Greene,  who  is  direoted  to  order  his 
Deputies  to  receive  them,  will  perhaps  answer  every  purpose.  Should 
any  additional  sums  of  Money  be  necessary,  we  conceive  application 
should  be  made  by  the  Com'rs  to  the  Q'r  M'r  Gen'l. 

On  public  Service.    To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Junr., 
Esqr.^  Pji^sident  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

(War  Office.) 


Council  to  Genl.  Washinoton,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  April  20th;  1778. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Ezcellencys  Letter  of 
the  17  Inst,"**  inolosing  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Thomas  Edwards, 
one  of  the  Commissioners  of  this  County  for  purehaaiiig  Floury  &«., 
to  Patrick  Maguire. 

The  liberty  therein  given  by  Mr.  Edwards  to  Maguire  is  as  extra- 
ordinary as  it  is  injurious,  and  by  no  means  consistant  with  the 
order  which  he  received  from  Council. 

It  is  owing  to  such  conduct  as  this  that  not  only  your  Excellency, 
but  the  Council  meets  with  msiuy  embarrassments  &  Delays  in  exe- 
cuting the  Publiok  business ;  I  am  happy,  however,  in  thinking  that 
a  very  different  conduct  will  soon  be  ol^rved.  The  gentlemen  who 
have  undertaken  the  Quarter  Masters  Department  seem  well  calcu- 
lated to  perform  that  business  in  a  way  wat  will  give  satisfaction^ 
both  to  the  armj  &  inhabitants.  To  effect  this,  tney  may  depend 
upon  having  every  possible  assistance  from  Cou^otl. 

Mr,  Edwards  is  an  active  man,  and  has  taken  great  pains  to  serve 
his  country,  by  extraordinary  exertions  on  his  first  appointment, 
when  the  army  was  in  great  want  of  meat;  He  has,  nevertheless!,  in 
the  instance  of  Maguire,  discovered  great  want  of  method.  I  pur* 
pose  to  write  to  him  on  the  subject,  and  caution  him  against  acting 
so  imprudent  a  part  in  future. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

Your  Excell.  obedient  servant 

P.  I  hope  the  Commissary  departmeiit>  in  all  its  branchei^  will 
be  put  into  such  hands,  within  a  short  time,  as  to  make  the  continu- 
ance of  Ihe  Commissioners  under  our  law  altogether  unnecessaiy. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Exoell.  Gen.  Washington. 

*  See  page  426. 
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CiRCULAB  OP  Council  to  Commis'brs  op  Provisions,  1778» 

In  Council. 

Lanoasier,  April  2l8ty  1778. 
Sir, 

Tou  will  observe  by  the  above  resolve  of  Congress,  that  you  are 
to  desist  from  making  any  further  purchases  of  wheat  or  flour  for  the  . 
army.  Tou  will  therefore  transmit  to  Council,  immediately,  an 
exact  account  of  the  purchases  you  have  already  made,  that  I  may 
forward  i(  to  the  Commissary  General  and  board  of  war.  In  case 
you  are  applied  to  by  the  forage  master  general,  Colonel  Clement 
Kddle,  to  purchase  forage  for  the  army,  you  will  remember  that  it 
is  not  connected  with  the  other  purchase,  and  if  you  act  therein  you 
are  to  aoeount  with  Colonel  for  anything  you  buy  agreeable  to  his 
orders. 

By  order  of, Council. 

Indorsed, 

Circular  Letter  to  the  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  for 
purohaosg  provisions,  &c% 


Wm.  Hart  to  Council,  1778. 

Bucks  County,  April  21st,  1778. 

Pardon  My  Importunity  In  Tr6ubling  Council  so  often  with 
Regard  To  money;  As  I  shall  Be  obliged  to  Return  some  of  ye 
horsefl  to  ye  owners  If  money  Dos  Not  Come  By  ye  Bearer,  Mr. 
Oreer.  I  have  Nearly  got  my  Compliment,  And  If  Council  thinks 
proper,  Could  get  A  few  more ;  ye  Bearer  Can  Inform  you  Nearly 
witn  Regard  to  ye  Cost  of  ye  horses,  If  you  Interrogate  him,  so  that 
you  may  know  what  Cash  to  send. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

your  very  Humble  servant, 

WM.  HART. 
*  See  page  422. 
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Col.  Andw.  Boyd  to  President  Whaeton,  1778. 

Sadfibury,  22*  April,  1778. 
Sir, 

I.  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Ezoellenoy  of  a  set  of  Tory  horse 
thiefe  that  is  in  this  county  between  this  &  Chester  Town.  The 
come  high  up  in  the  county,  and  takes  all  the  best  horses  from 
those  who  do  not  think  and  act  as  the  do^  in  particular  the  horses 
that  is  sold  for  Fines.  A  few  days  since  I  sold  a  number  of  horses 
&  cattle,  and  two  nights  after  six  of  the  horses  was  stolen;  they  take 
all  such  to  Philadelphia.  If  that  something  is  not  done  to  prevent 
such  evil  conduct,  many  honest  families  will  be  unable  to  till  their 
farms. 

They  Quakers  hath  insulted  and  even  atempted  to  fire  on  two 
diferent  guards  that  I  had  collecting  fines. 

Part  of  the  County  that  Joyns  on  my  District  has  not  had  any 
Fines  demanded  of  them,  which  incensoes  these  that  is  taken  from. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  the  utmost  Bespeot, 

Your  Ezoellencys 

Very  Hum«  Serv*, 


Directed, 
His  Thomas  Wharton,  Lancaster. 


ANDW.  BOYD,  S.  Lt. 


Capt.  Albxr.  Patterson  to  Council,  1778. 

Easton,  April  22d,  1778. 
To  the  Honourable  Executive  Council  for  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Agreeable  to  the  Orders  given  to  me  from  from  your  Honours  in 
the  Recruiting  service,  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  you  an  account  of 
xny  bad  success  in  that  Business.  I  have  used  Every  means  in  my 
Power  to  Engage  men  for  the  Service,  and  has  spent  a  great  Deal  <^ 
money  in  traveling  through  this  County  To  little  Purpose,  I  have 
only  Enlisted  Eight  Men,  five  of  which  I  have  sent  to  Gamp  by  an 
Officer  whom  Col*  Humpton  sent  from  Bethlehem,  the  other  three  I 
are  Deserted.  I  have  no  hopes  of  Doing  any  good  for  my  Country 
in  this  service,  Therefore  would  beg  your^  Honours,  if  it  be  your 
Pleasure,  to  Order  me  to  Camp,  where  perhaps  I  may  be  of  some. 
I  am  your  Honours 

Most  Obedient 

Humble  Serv*,    . 

ALEX'  PATTERSON, 

Cap*  12  P.  R. 
Directed  f 

To  The  Honourable  Executive  Council  for  the  Commonwealdi  of 
Pcnnsyl.,  Lancaster. 
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Vice  Prbs.  Bryan  to  Jambs  Hamilton,  1778. 

In  Gonncil, 

Lancaster^  April  28'^  1778. 
Sir, 

Herewith  you  have  aa  order  of  Goanoil  for  yoar  discharge,  and 
alflo  yovLT  Parole.  You  are  therefore  at  full  Liberty  to  act  as  you 
shall  see  best. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  has  passed  an  Act  entitled  ''An  Act 
for  the  farther  Security  of  Government,  which  requires  all  Persons 
who  have  heretofore  held  &  exercised,  or  who  now  hold  or  exercise 
any  office  or  offices  by  Commission,  &o.;  under  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  and  who  have  not  already  renounced  the  same,  &c,  or  who 
shall  not  on  w  before  t'he  First  day  of  June  next,  &o.,  renounce  such 
Commission,  by  taking  the  Oath  of  AUegianoe^by  the  Act  of  the  18^^ 
June  last,  required  to  be  taken,  &o.,  shall  forfeit,  as  is  expressed  in 
the  first  mentioned  Act.  This  it  is  thought  proper  to  communicate, 
lest  yon  may  not  be  informed  on  a  subject  of  such  Importance  to  you, 
as  this  must  appear  to  be.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

&  very  humble  Serv', 
GEO.  BRYAN, 

Vice  President. 

J)irected, 

To  James  Hamilton,  Esquire, 

I,  the  Subscriber,  do  certify  that  the  within  written  Letter  is  a 
true  Transcript  or  Copy  of  the  Original  Letter  received  by  me  from 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  and  aocordiog  to  the  direction  of  Council,  the  said  Original  was 
by  me  delivered  this  Day  into  the  Hands  of  the  within  nam^  James 
Hamilton,  Esquire,  in  the  Presence  of  Ball,  Esquire,  a  Senior 

Surgeon  of  the  Military  Hospital  for  the  Middle  department.  Witness 
my  Hand,  the  27^  day  of  April,  A.  D/ 1778. 

BOBERT  LEVERS. 


BSSOLUTION  OV  CONaBBSS,  1778. 

In  Congress, 

April  28, 1778* 
'Whereas  Persuasion  and  Influenoe,  the  Example  of  the  Deluded 
or  Wicked,  the  Fear  of  Danger,  or  the  Calamities  of  War,  may  have 
induced  some  of  the  Subjects  of  these  States  to  join,  aid  or  abet  the 
Vol.  VI.— 19 
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British  Forces  in  America y  and  who^  tho'  now  desirous  of  Tetnnnng 
to  tbeir  Duty,  and  anzioosly  wishing  to  be  received  and  reunited  to 
their  Country,  may  be  deterred  by  the  Fear  of  Punishment :  And 
whereas  the  People  of  these  States  are  ever  more  ready  to  reclaim 
than  to  abandotf)  to  mitigate  than  to  increase  the  Horrors  of  War^  to 
pardon  than  to  punish  Offenders : 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to.tho  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral States  to'  pass  Laws,  or  to  the  Executive  Authority  of  each 
State,  if  invested  with  sufficient  Power,  to  issue  Proclamations,  offer- 
ing Pardon,  with  such  Exceptions,  and  under  such  Limitations  and 
Bestrictions  as  they  shall  think  expedient,  to  such  of  their  Inhabi- 
tants or  Subjects,  as  have  levied  War  against  any  of  these  States, 
or  adhered  to,  aided  or  abetted  the  Enemy,  and  shall  surrender 
themselves  to  any  Civil  or  Military  Officer  of  any  of  these  States, 
and  shall  return  to  the  State  to  which  they  may  belong  before  the 
10th  day  of  June  next.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  good  and 
faithful  Citizens  of  these  States  to  receive  such  returning  Penitents 
with  Compassion  and  Mercy,  and  to  forgive  and  bury  in  Oblivion 
their  past  Failings  and  Transgressions. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secretaiy.* 


Council  to  State  Navy  Boabd,  1778. 

Lancaster,  23d  April,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

As  the  Galleys  &  other  Vessels  on  the  Delaware,  lately  under 
your  direction,  have  been  dismantled,  the  further  continuance  at 
Trenton  of  the  Seamen  &  others,  who  served  in  thera,  is  beoome 
needless.  They  may  be  usefully  employed  as  Guards  in  the  interior 
parts  of  this  State,  or  in  assisting  in  the  transporting  over  the  greater 
Bivers  Stores  &  Soldiers. 

For  this  End,  I  desire  yon  will  send  the  privates  of  this  Corps 
by  the  most  direct  road  to  Reading,  in  Berks  County,  &  thence  to 
this  place.  Herewith  you  have  an  order  to  the  Waggon  Master  of 
Bucks  County,  to  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of  Carriages  for  the 
transportation  of  their  necessary  Baggage,  &  of  the  sick  k  disabled. 
As  to  the  officers,  you  are  to  dismiss  the  whold,  save  15  or  20,  with 
a  bounty  of  two  months  pay,  over  &  above  the  pay  in  arrear.  They 
have  been  supported  through  the  winter,  &  have  now  the  benefit  of 
the  best  Season  to  look  out  for  new  employment.  I  think  they  must 
be  satisfied  with  the  Ooui&cil. 

These  (15  or  20)  Officers  are  to  take  the  command  of  their  people, 
keep  good  order  &  dimnpline  among  them,  ft  proceed  hither  as  soon 
as  may  be.     An  order  from  yon  to  the  Senior  officer  will  be  requi« 

*  From  a  printed  handbill. 
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site.    Mr.  Crispin^  the  Commissary^  will^  I  hope^  be  able  to  proTide 
rations  for  their  maroh. 

Mr.  Blewer  informs  Council,  that  a  Considerable  number  of  Mns* 
quetts,  &  other  Small  Arms,  k  some  Gunpowder,  belonging  to  the 
Skate,  are  lodged  at  Pitts-Town,  in  New  Jersey.  These  Stores  I 
wish  to  bo  in  a  more  oonvenient  Situation,  &  within  our  jurisdiction. 
You  are  to  procure  a  sufficiency  of  Carriages  from  the  Waggon  Mas- 
ter of  Northampton  County  for  this  purpose.  On  delivery,  of  the 
ineloaed  Letter  Mr.  Crider  will  send  you  the  necessary  Teams.  Send 
them  to  the  care  of  Joseph  Doane,  Esquire,  of  Easton.  It  is  left  to 
jour  prudence  to  judge,  whether  our  Sails  at  Pitts-Town  ought  to  be 
Secured  at  Easton  also.  One  officer  k  some  few  privates  should  be 
continued  at  Pitts-Town,  whilst  the  more  valuable  &  less  cumbrous 
goods  remain  there.  He  may  attend  the  Waggons  to  Easton,  & 
Uien  march  his  party  to  this  place.  I  write  to  Moore  Furman,  Es- 
quire, of  Pitts-Town,  to  take  care  of  the  Stores  which  may  be  left 
behind,  &  it  will  be  very  proper  that  a  prudent  person,  residing  near 
the  Falls  of  Delaware,  be  engaged  to  give  some  attention  to  the 
Vessels  left  in  that  neighbourhood,  &  to  the  Cannon  &  Shot, 
which  belong  to  them.  Perhaps  Joseph  Kirkbride,  Esquire,  may 
be  induced  to  undertake  this.  Council  would  be  very  happy  in 
hearing  that  Mr.  Kirkbride  had  said  he  Would  do  it ;  for  this  pur- 
pose, I  write  to  him  on  the  subject.  It  will  be  proper  that  the 
person  appointed  be  informed  how  the  Vessels  &  other  articles  are 
disposed  of.  * 

1  ^nd  down  by  Mr.  Blewer,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Crispin,  a 
supply  of  money,  to  discharge  the  most  urgent  demands,  &  to  payoff 
the  offioera  who  may  be  dismissed. 
*  State  Nary  Board. 


OouNCiL  TO  BoBT.  Levkeb,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  April  23d,  1778. 
Sir, 

Council  having  determined  to  discharge  the  honourable  James 
Hamilton,  Ssquice,  late  protfaonotary  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia, 
from  his  parole,  &  to  liberate  him  from  all  Restraint  whatover,  da 
enclose  herewith,  the  written  promise  taken  ^m  him  at  the  time  of 
bis  arrest.  You  are  therefore  requested,  in  Company  with  a  person 
of  Character,  to  wait  on  Mr.  Hamilton,  at  his  house  at  Northampton, 
&  there  deliver  the  open  Letter  for  him,  having  £rat  Copied  &  oom« 
pared  the  Copy  with  the  original ;  and  it  is  desired  that  you  declare 
n  behalf  of  th9  Council,  that  he  is  disoharged,  liberated  &  given  up. 
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to  his  own  unrestrained  dispoaal,  &  yon  are  to  deliver  np  to  him  the 
written  Engagement  above  mentioned^  &  to  reoeive  the  Connter  wri- 
ting in  Mr.  Hamilton'^  poBsession. 

At  the  same  time  jou  will  oblige  me,  &  perhaps  serve  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton^ by  famishing  for  his  pemsal  a  Copy  of  the  late  Act  of  Assem* 
bly^  for  the  farther  Seoority  of  the  Government,  passed  on  the  first 
day  of  AprU,  1778. 

It  may  not  be  amiss,  that  a  memorandnm  be  made  of  the  date  & 
oironmstanoes  attending  this  visit,  for  the  better  reeolleetion  thereof 
at  a  fntnre  day. 

I  inclose  you  also  the  parole  of  Lewis  Gordon,  Esquire,  of  your 
County,  &  desire  you  may  disoharge  him  in  like  manner^aa  is  ai)ove 
directed  in  the  Case  of  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Depending  on  your  early  attention  to  the  premiseei 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  hum.  Serv*. 

Bobert  Levers,  Esq'. 


Gs5.  Dak'l  Bobbrdbau  to  John  Gabothbbs,  1778. 

Stonding  Stone,  April  23d,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  was  put  into  my  hands  to  be  forwarded  to  yon  by 
express.  The  inteligence  it  contains  is  abundantly  confirmed  by  ae*- 
veral  persons  I  have  examined,  both  fugitives  from  the  fronteen,  k 
some  volunteers  that  have  returned  for  an  imediate  supply  of  amu- 
nition  &  provisions,  to  be  sent  forward  to  Sinking  Spring  Vally,  as 
the  Troops  will  be  obliged  to  quit  the  service  without  they  are  sup- 
plied without  Delay.  Want  of  arms  prevents  those  who  would  turn 
out,  I  shall  furnish  what  I  brought  from  Carlisle  as  soon  as  they 
come  forward,  but  it  is  very  unfortunate  that  these  arms  &  the  amu- 
nition  which  is  comming  by  watter  have  been  retarded  by  contrary 
wind,  &  probably  the  Lowness  of  the  watter,  to  remedy  this  I  have 
Dispatched  two  canoes  this  morning  to  meet  them  on  the  way.  I 
am  giving  Mr.  Brown,  who  is  here,  every  assistance  in  my  power, 
bat  your  aid  is  greatly  wanted  to  stimulate  the  militia  ft  furnish  arms, 
Amunition,  padk  horses,  ft  every  thing  necessary  in  your  Line  of 
Duty.  The  insurgents  from  this  Neighbourhood,  I  am  informed^ 
are  about  thirty,  one  of  them  (Hess)  has  been  taken  ft  confession 
extorted,  from  which  it  appears  that  this  Banditti  expect  to  be  joined 
by  300  men  from  the  other  side  the  Aleganey ;  reports  more  vague, 
mention  1000  Whites  ft  Savages.  The  supply  of  provisions  for  so 
great  a  number  renders  it  improbable,  but  in  answer  to  this  I  hsve 
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been  iafomed  by  the  most  oredable  in  this  neighbourhood,  that 
strangers,  supposed  to  be  from  Detroit,  have  been  this  winter  among 
the  Disaffected  Inhabitants,  &  have  removed  with  them.  If  joa 
have  authority  to  oall  out  the  militia,  in  proportion  to  the  exigence 
of  the  times,  I  think  it  of  greafce  importance  that  a  considerable 
number  of  men  should  be  immediatly  embodied  &  sent  forward  to 
meet  the  enemy,  for  it  cannot  bo  expected  that  the  Volunteers  will 
long  continue  in  Service,  and  I  find  that^e  recruiting  the  three 
companies  goes  on  too  slow  to  expect  a  seasonable  supply  from  them 
of  any  considerable  numbers ;  if  you  have  not  authority  to  call  the 
'  necessary  aid  of  militia,  you  no  doubt  will  apply  to  the  Hon"  the 
Council,  &  may  furnish  them  with  my  sentiments,  &  to  the  board  of 
war  for  arms  &  Amunition.  With  ten  men  here  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  Clugage,  in  continental  service,  untill  the  1st  Dec'  next, 
I  intend  to  move  forward  as  soon  as  the  arms,  ammunition  and  other 
things  comes  forward,  to  afford  an  escort  to  Sinking  Spring  Val- 
ley, where  I  shall  be  glad  to  meet  as  great  a  number  of  militia  as 
you  will  station  there,  to  enable  me  to  erect  a  Stockade  to  seoore 
the  works  so  necessary  to  the  public  service,  &  give  confidence  to  the 
fronteer  Inhabitants,  by  affonling  an  Assylum  for  their  women  & 
children.  These  objects,  I  doubt  not,  you  will  think  worthy  your 
immediate  attention  and  utmost  exertion,  which  I  can  assure  yon, 
making  the  fullest  allowance  for  the  timidity  of  some  &  credulity  of 
others,  is  a  very  serious  matter,  for  without  immediate  aid  the  fron- 
teers  will  be  evacuated,  for  all  that  I  have  been  able  to  say  has  been 
of  no  avail  with  the  fugitives  I  have  met  on  the  roads,  a  most  Dis- 
tressing sight  of  men,  women  &  children  flying  thro  fear  of  a  cruel 
«neisy. 

I  am  respectfully, 

Sir,  your  most  obt. 

Humble  Serv*« 

DANIEL  KOBERDEAU. 

p.  S.  Toul  please  to  pay  the  express  a  reasonable  allowancSe  for 
his  service. 

A  copy  of  this  to  ODuncil  or  Board  of  War  will  effect  any  thing 
I  can  Do  by  Writing. 

A  True  Copy. 

John  Carothers,  Esq'. 


Sir, 

Be  pleased  to  send  Expresses  to  Lt.  Carothers  by  the  first  oppor- 
tanity,  to  give  him  some  account  of  insurections  on  the  South  moua- 
.taiD,  k  Likewise  to  en^ct  very  closely  into  who  is  abroad  at  this 
time  &  ufMoii  What  oocasiony  as  there  is  a  sospisbn,  by  information; 
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t(  other  iiuRtreotioBfl  Riaeing  in  other  partg  of  the  eonnty  of  Oom- 
berland^  and  in  so  Doing  you  will  oblidge  your  friend,  to  serve 

ROBERT  SMITH. 
April  28d,  1778. 

A  True  Copy. 
Directed, 
To  Mr.  Robert  Clagige,  Esq'. 


Lt.  Oarothkrs  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

CarMe,Aprn24, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  Reo*  yoor  Letter  of  the  17th  Instant,  and  am  heartel^  sorre^ 
that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  general,  &  this  Connty  in  parti* 
enlar,  should  be  found  eo  extreamly  babkward  in  marching  out  in 
Defence  of  rights  so  invaluable  aa  those  to  which  the  Americans 
are  now  contending,  when  one  manlv  effort  would,  in  all  human 
probabili^,  woi^  out  our  political  Salvation.  Since  I  received  the 
order  of  Uouncil,  for  the  immediate  march  of  the  seventh  and  ei^ht 
classes  of  this  connty,  I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  in-^ 
duce  them  to  turn  ont,  but  notwithstanding  my  Diligence,  with  the 
assistance  of  many  other  Spirited  friends  to  our  American  Cause,  we 
have  been  G-reatly  Disappointed ;  about  370  privates,  exclusive  of 
officers,  is  now  on  their  way  to  camp,  the  nuinhing  classes  of  the 
fifth  Battalion  I  have  been  obliged  to  send  up  to  Sinking  Valley  & 
Bald  Eagle,  which  will  amount  to  nearly  70  privates — ^the  fronteers 
in  those  parts  have  been  greatly  alarmed  of  Late  by  a  number  of 
Tories  who  have  Banded  together,  threatning  vengence  to  all  who 
have  Taken  the  Oath  of  Aleiganoe  to  the  States.  This  moment  I 
Rec'  an  express  from  Kishycoquilles  for  a  supply  of  arms,  &  thai 
Col.  McLevy,  of  Bedford  County,  came  the^B  express  himself  with 
an  account,  that  a  body  of  Tories,  near  320,  in  and  above  Standing 
Stone,  had  collected  themselves  together  &  Drove  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  from  Standing  Stone  Town.  Immediately  Col.  Buchanan 
&  Col.  Brown  marched  off  with  a  few  men  who  Could  be  got  equipt, 
we  are  waiting  with  impatience  the  issue.  I  have  applied  to  the 
Board  of  War  for  some  amunition,  which  I  have  sent  up  with  18 
muskets,  the  property  of  this  State,  which,  with  some  arms  which 
General  Roberdeau  took  up  to  those  parts  lately,  will,  I  expect,  be 
ffifficient  to  arm  those  Classes — wither  this  force  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  present  exegencey  I  know  not.  I  look  upon  myself  not 
vnffioienUy  authorial  to  Call  any  more  Classes  of  militia,  ii  needed, 
withoot  an  order  of  Council  for  (hat  purpose,  in  the  mean  time  we 


PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVES  1778.  489 

think  it  oar  Duty  to  Do  ererj  thing  in  our  power  to  bring  those 
Deluded  people  to  Justice.  I  ezpeot  every  moment  an  aocount  from 
'  Col.  Buchanan,  the  particulars  of  which  I  intend  to  transmit  to  Coun- 
cil, in  hope  of  their  Instruction  in  the  matter.  The  present  hury  of 
buisness  has  prevented  my  geting  the  returns  called  for  by  the  order 
of  Council  of  ye  2d  Instant,  as  far  forward  as  I  expected — the  re- 
solves of  Assembly,  for  raising  the  quota  of  this  State  for  the  Conti- 
nental army,  &  the  manner  for  compleatiogit,  is  Generally  objected 
against  in  this  County.  I  fear  it  will  be  Uefecnlt  to  carry  it  into 
execution  here.  I  have  not  room  to  mention  any  of  the  objections. 
I  am^  Sir^  with  respect. 

Your  very  Humble  Servant, 

JN«  CAROTHBRS,  L.  0.  0. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Bxcallenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Jan'.,  Esq'.,  President  of 
the  Exeentive  Oooncil  of  Pennsylvmaia. 


Council  to  Moork  Fueman,  1778. 

In  Cooncy, 

Lancaster,  April  24th,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Pennsylvania  State  Navy  Board,  sent  some  time  since  to 
Pitts-Town,  Arms,  Ammunition,  Sails  &  Riggings  belonging  to  our 
Fleet,  part  of  these  Council  think  it  neoesaury  to  remove  on  this 
Side  the  River,  some  part,  however,  the  most  bulkey,  may  remain ; 
I  have,  therefore,  to  request  the  favor  of  you  to  have  an  Eye  to  what. 
may  be  left,  and  employ  persons,  when  necessary,  to  remove  them 
farther  from  the  enemy.  Any  expence  you  may  be  at,  for  Stores, 
Waggons,  &c.,  shall  be  repaid  with  thanks. 
I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Sir,  your  very  hum.  Ser*. 

Moore  Furman,  Esq.,  Pitts-Town,  New  Jersey 
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CouNCiii  TO  William  Crispin,  1778. 

la  Coancili 

Lancaster,  Apnl  24, 1778. 
Sir, 

As  the  Oallies  and  oiler  YesselB  on  the  Delaware  belonging  to  this 
state,  are  dismantled,  it  is  unnecessary  to  continue  the  seamen  in 
Jersey  any  longer,  but  proper  that  they  should  he  ordered  to  ibis 
place  &  by  way  of  Reading,  that  they  may  be  put  into  a  Line  of 
rendering  service  to  their  Country.  Council  has  therefore  given 
such  directions  to  the  Nayy  Board — ^it  will  be  proper  for  yoa  to 
provide  Provisions  for  them  on  their  March.  Orders  are  sent  to  the 
Wagffon  Master  of  Bucks  County  to  furnish  Waggons,  as  the  Navj 
Boi^  may  require  to  convey  the  Baggage  &  sick  to  th^s  place. 

Capt  Blower  takes  with  him  Money  ft  Certificates  to  amount  of 
— —  Dollars,  to  repay  the  money  borrowed  by  the  Navy  Board, 
for  which  you  are  charged,  and  must  therefore  be  brought  into  yonr 

account.      Besides  this  he  will  deliver  you Dollars,  to  be 

apply'd  to  discharge  the  debts  which  you  have  or  may  contract  on 
account  the  Fleet.  I  hope  this  will  be  found  sufficient  to  pay  off  all 
arrearages.  As  you  will  shordy  have  leasure,  I  request  you  will,  as 
soon  as  possible,  make  up  all  your  accounts  and  furnish  Council  with 
them. 

lam,  Sir,  •# 

Your  very  Hum.  Serv*. 

The  Com*  is  allowed  Six  Rations,  you  must  deduct  those  already 
furnished. 
Directed. 

To  Mr.  William  Crispin. 


Major  Lbb  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Nottingham, 

April  24th,  '78. 
Sir, 

Being  acquainted  that  thei>9  are  some  excellent  horses  for  the 
dragoon  service,  now  in  Lancaster,  purchased  by  your  Bzoellencj'a 
orders,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  solicit  them  for  the  use  of  vaj 
Corps. 

Should  any  previous  questions  arise,  by  which  means  my  request 
may  not  meet  with  immediate  success,  I  beg  your  Ezoellency  will 
please  to  bear  in  remembrance  my  application. 
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I  flatter  myself,  when  it  is  considered  at  what  an  advanced  season 
of  the  year  the  corps  of  partisan  dragoons  was  directed  to  be  raised, 
that  the  officers  will  receive  every  convenient  aid  from  the  Legisla* 
tares  of  the^  contiguous  States,  to  enable  them  to  take  the  field  with 
all  possible  dispttch. 

Lieutenant  Kudolph  will  deliver  this  dispatch,  and  awaits  your 
Excellency's  commands. 
I  have  the  honor 
To  be,  Sir, 

With  profound  respect, 

Your  Exoellew^a' 

Mo0tob«d'l  H«  serf*, 
THOS.  LEE, 
Mijor  L.  D. 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  esq'. 


Col.  Jacob  MORaAN  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Beading, 

April  24th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  orders  to  get  the  Roads  mended  through  Berks  County, 
and  know  of  no  way  to  get  hands  to  do  it  without  the  militia  can  be 
employed  in  that  service.  Until  last  week  there  was  not  mor^  than 
12  or  14  of  tbem  on  duty,  now  there  is  a  Subaltern  Guard  of  18 
men  on  duty  here,  and  1  Berg'  and  9  Privates  at  one  Boon's  Mill, 
about  7  miles  below  this,  where  we  had,  this  week,  500  knapsacks, 
which  were  paintbg,  destroy  by  fire  by  some  vilan.  If  coudcII 
thought  proper  I  should  be  exceeding  glad  you'd  please  to  order 
fifty  daily  for  that  service.  With  my  Doet  respects  to  Hon^>^  Oen* 
of  Council. 

I  am  your  Bxoellency's 

Most  obed't  Servant^ 

JACOB  MORGAN,  Jr. 
D.  Q.  M*  Genl. 

To  His  Bzoellencjr,  Thomas  Whartoui  tuxf^  Pres*. 

19* 
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Resolutions  ov  Congbbss,  1778. 

In  OangresB; 

April  24*  1778. 
Resolvedi 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  the  most  ezpeditioos 
measures  for  transportiog  the  publio  proTisions  &  stores  from  the 
southern  states  across  the  Chesapeake  bay,  or  otherwise. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  gOTemments  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land &  Virginia  to  permit  the  armed  gallies  belonging  to  their  respec- 
tive stages  to  be  employed  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  at  the 
Continental  ezpenoe }  and  that  the  whole  of  the  vessels  so  employed 
be  put  under  the  command  of  a  continental  officer,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  ill  eonseqaences  which  may  arise  from  a  disputed  command  be* 
twizt  the  state  officers. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  government  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  furnish  the  board  of  war  with  as  many  sailors  now  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  their  state  as  they  can  spare,  for  the  purpose 
of  manning  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  gallies  to  be  employed  in  the 
Chesapeake  bay. 

Extract  from  the  minntes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Dspj^iTiON  07  William  Habp£B|  1778. 

•ChesitrCoantj: 

Personally  apcard  before  me,  Thomas  Boyd,  one  of  the  justices  of 
y«  Peace  lu  &  for  the  County  afores*  So  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
William  Harper,  of  the  Township  of  Newlin  &  County  afbres*,  did 
on  his  Solem  Oath  declare,'  that  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  of  this  Ins^ 
April,  a  surtan  William  Marsh,  Jun',  of  y*  Township  of  Sadabury, 
County  afores*,  and  a  surtan  Clemson,  of  Lancaster  County, 

Isaac  Buffiogton  &  William  Stroud,  of  West  Bradford,  did  Boy 
homd  Cattle  from  Charles  Wilson,  of  NcwKn,  and  sayd  they 
intended  to  take  s*  Cattle  to  Philadelphia,  &  that  Charles  Wilaon 
wiahed  tbem  good  luck;  and  that  David  Pierce,  of  s*  Township  of 
Newlin,  gave  me,  the  Subscriber,  a  Qnsnty  of  Lead  &  a  bullet 
mould,  telling  me  y*  if  I  cood  find  powder  that  I  might  kill  y* 
Rebels,  meaning  the  Whigs.  And  James  McLaughlan^  of  East 
Marlborough,  (c  Jacob  Boffiagton  took  several  Cattk  at  the  same 
time  to  Philadelphia)  and  that  Isaac  Shaw  k  William  McCool  belpd 
to  drive  a**  Cattle. 
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And  farther  this  Deponent  says,  that  on  the  21'*  of  this  Ins^i 
Abram  Tborp,  And''  McQaire,  John  McGuire,  David  Pierce,  Wil- 
liam McCooI,  and  John  Bulla  did  seise  &  tje  him,  the  s'  Deponent, 
and  left  him  bound  in  an  uninhabited  house  without  any  necessaries 
of  life,  from  which  he  was  accidentally  relieved ;  and  farther  sayeth 
not. 

his 
WM.  P<  HARPER, 
nuurk. 
.    April  24^  1778. 

Taken  and  subscribed  before 

THOS.  BOYD. 


John  Goubla  to  Prbsidsnt  Wicartoh,  1778. 

Hannas  Town,  Ap^  25%  1778. 

1  Return  Hearty  Thanks  to  yonr  Honors  for  your  Confidence  in 
me  in  appointing  me  for  Purchasing  Horses  Suitable  to  monnt  the 
Cavalry.  Since  I  Received  my  Instructions  I  have  used  all  possible 
Endeavours  to  Purchase  the  Quantity  required,  and  can  Obtain  a 
few  on  my  own  Credit  and  have  Engaged  some;  but  I  find  that  I« 
canoot  obtain  the  Quantity  wanted  without  Cash  or  giving  Exorbi- 
/tenfe  PrieaSi  which  I  presume  would  be  hnrtfnll  to  the  States. 
Therefore  I  hope  you  will  Enable  me  with  money  to  Purchase,  I 
will  be  able  to  fill  my  Quota  of  Horses  in  a  short  time ;  which 
money  I  hope  you  will  send  by  the  Bearer,  Mr.  George  Henry,  to 
Col'  ArohibiJd  Lochry  for  that  use,  as  Loan  Office  Certificates  doth 
not  seemingly  answer  so  good  Purposes  as  the  Cash  doth.  This 
from  y  most  Humble  8erv^ 

JOHN  GOURLA. 
Directed^ 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Presedent  of  the  Sapreme  Executive 
Oonnoil|  &o. 
Forwarded  by     ) 
M'  Qe«  Henry.  J 
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N.  Gbbenb,  Q.  M.  G.,  to  Pres.  Whartoit,  1778. 

Gamp  Valley  Forge, 

April  26, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  bearer  hereof,  Oaptain  Smith  of  Col*  Baylor's  light  Dngoonfli 
will  apply  for  the  horses  purchased  for  the  Bri^ooa  service.  Your 
Bxcellency  will  please  to  give  the  necessary  Orders  to  have  tliem 
delivered  to  him. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 
most  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

NATH.  GREENE,  Q.  M.  G. 
His  Sxodlenoy  Thomas  Wharton. 


Board  op  War  to  PRSSiDBm  Whartok,  1778. 

War  Office,  April  26%  IHS. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  honoured  with  yourt  ol  the  26«^  by  Lieii* 
Budolph,  &  are  surprized  you  have  not  received  their  Letter  on  the 
Subject  of  Horses  purchased  for  the  Light  Dragoons,  Oopy  of  whkh 
is  enclosed,  the  original  being  sent  by  the  Beturn  of  your  Express. 

As  Mr.  Rudolph  infbrms  us  that  tne  Horses  are  suffering,  &  are 
an  Incumbrance  where  they  are,  on  acc^  of  the  Scarcity  of  Forage  nt 
Lancaster,  the  Board  desire  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  delivery 
of  tudh  as  are  fit  for  Service  to  Major  Lee ;  &  as  to  the  Rest,  both 
in  Lancaster  &  the  other  Counties,  you  will  be  pleased  to  direet 
them  to  be  delivered  agreeable  to  our  former  Letter. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 


with  great  Respect, 

your  very  obed. 

ServS 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

By  Order  of  the  Board. 

1 

DirecUdy 

1 

On  public  service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton, 
8.  E.  Council  of  Pennsilvania;  Lancaster 

Jr.,E«q', 

President  of  Uie         ' 

i 

1 
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Col.  John  Proctor  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

WeBtmorland  County,  Apf  y«  26%  1778. 
Honnored  Sir, 

I  am  in  greait  need  of  a  larg  enm  of  Cash.  I  hope  you  will  send 
me  by  the  Bairor,  M'  George  Hendry,  fbure  thousand  Pounds  if 
Posable ;  he  is  a  safe  Hand,  and  what  Ever  sum  you  send  me  by 
him  I  will  be  answerable  for.  I  would  a  ben  Down  myself,  but 
though  it  unsafe  to  lave  Horn  at  this  time. 

Sir,  I  am  able  to  inform  you  that  Capt.  Alexander  McICee  with 
sevin  other  Yilons  is  gon  to  the  Indians,  and  since  there  is  a  serj't 
and  twenty  od  men  gon  from  Pittsburgh  of  the  Solders.  What 
may  be  the  fate  of  this  County  God  only  knowes,  but  at  Prisent  it 
wears  a  most  Dismal  aspect, 
lam  Sir, 

your  Most  sincare 

and  Very  Humble  Servt., 

JOHN  PROCTOR.* 

D^lrected. 

To  His  Exoeleney  Thomas  Wharton. 
i    By  Mr.  George  Hendry. 


Gbn.  Washington  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1778. 

Head  Quartere,  26«»  April,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  season  for  action  is  advaneing  very  fast,  and  it  is  highly  neoes- 
sary  for  me,  in  forming  plana  either  offensive  or  defensive,  to  know 
with  eaHainty  what  suooours  I  may  look  for  from,  the  ooantry  in  any 
emergency.  With  this  view,  I  am  to  vequeel  you  wiU  be  pleased  to 
let  me  know  as  speedily  as  possible,  what  number  of  ^mU  amud 
Militia  your  State  could  afbrd  if  called  upon,  and  what  time  of  set- 
vice  they  might  be  engaged  for-^I  am  particular  as  to  their  being 
armed,  because  they  cannot  be  supplied  with  arms  from  the  eonti- 
nental  Stores. 

It  18  of  Tery  great  importance  that  your  estimate  should  be  well 

*  Bee  Cel<m.  Sec.,  Vol.  XI^  p.  m. 
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considered,  that  the  experiment  may  not  disappoint  any  expectations 
or  projectSi  which  may  be  formed  in  consequence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
with  great  respect.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

G*  WASHINGTON. 
Be  so  good  ftlso,  to  let  me  know  in  how  short  a  time^  after  requi- 
sition is  made,  they  could  be  drawn  into  the  Field.* 

His  Excellency,  Got'  Wharton. 
Indorsement, 

1778,  red*  April  28**,  from  his  Excellency,  General  Washington, 
requiring  the  State  to  say  how  many  well  armed  jnen  can  be  furnished 
for  action. 


Gen.  Robbrdbati  to  Pkesidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Sinking  Spring  Valley,  April  27«,  1778, 
Sir; 

I  haye  little  more  time  than  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  exami- 
nation, taken  in  great  haste,  but  correct  as  it  respects  the  Testimcmy. 
The  confiscation  of  the  Effects  of  the  Dbaffected  in  these  parts,  is 
Tery  irregular,  and  the  brutality  offered  to  the  Wives  and  children 
of  some  of  them,  as  I  have  been  informed,  in  taking  from  ihem  even 
their  wearing  apparel,  is  shocking.  I  wish  the  Magistrates  were 
furnished  with  the  late  law  respecting  confiscation,  and  that  they 
were  more  capable  Ministers  of  Justice ;  the  one  I  have  seen  is  such 
a  specimen  of  the  popular  election  of  these  Officers  as  I  expected.  I 
am  happy  to  inform  you  that  a  very  late  discovery  of  a  new  vein, 

Promises  the  most  ample  supply;  but  I  am  very  deficient  in  woricmen. 
I'  Gkn  ia  with  me  to  direct  the  making  and  burning  of  Bricks,  and 
ia  to  come  up  to  bnild  a  Furnace,  by  which  time  I  expect  to  te  in 
iroch  forwardneaa  as  to  afford  an  ample  supply  to  the  Army.  The 
want  of  Provision,  I  dread,  notwithstandiug  the  active  endeavours  of 
M'  Brown  fiyr  it,  Is  scarcely  to  be  got ;  therefore  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  te  hint  on  this  subject  in  my  Letter  from  GMrUsle.  Of  40 
Militia,  I  have  at  most,  seven  with  me,  which  retards  building  a 
Stpckade  to  give  confidence  to  the  Inhabitants,  who  were  all  (Hi  the 
wing  before  I  reached  this.  I  send  Richard  Weston,,  under  guard, 
io  OirlUb  Jail,  to  wait  your  orders;  he  ia  eMducted  by  Lien' 

«  The  P.  B.  is  in  the  Geeeral's  own  hand  writing. 
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\ 


John  Means,  of  the  Militia.  The  Inhabitants  are  hunting  the  other 
Inftorgents,  and  hope  they  will  all  be  taken,  but  wish  any  other  the 
trouble  of  examining  them,  as  my  hands  are  full.  I  am,  with 
Bespectful  Salutations  to  Council|  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  humb>  Ser*, 

DAN'  ROBERDEAU. 
Directed. — On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jun%  Esq',  President  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
Favored   by  \ 
Lieu*  Means,     f 


Jno.  Oarothbes  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Carlisle,  April  27, 1778/ 
Sii^ 

You  have  enclosed  a  True  copy  of  General  Roberdeau's  Letter, 
Dated  Standing  Stone,  23'  Instant,"^  which  contains  a  more  perfect 
account  of  the  insurrection  in  those  parts  than  I  was  able  to  give 
couiicil  in  my  former  Letter.  The  back  inhabitants  are  prodigiously 
Distressed,  not  knowing  when  those  Yilians  may  bring  down  the 
savages  to  murder  their  families.  How  far  those  allarms  may  prove 
True  cannot  yet  be  known.  There  are  many  Disaffected  persons 
gon  out  of  the  pirts,  but  where  or  for  what  purpose  we  cannot  tell : 
several  have  been  known  to  purchase  rifle  guns,  who  always  refused 
to  turn  out  in  the  Militia.  The  Council,  upon  the  perusal  of  the 
Generars  Letter,  will  be  able  to  know  what  is  necessary  for  me  to 
Do  in  the  matter.  The  classes  ordered  to  do  Duty  there,  cannot 
turn  out  for  want  of  arms ;  I  hare  sent  up  100  arms,  which  was  all 
I  had  in  my  possession,  which,  with  24  the  general  took  with  him, 
is  all  they  have  to  trust  to,  &  they  only  Muskets,  which  are  not 
BUtable  for  scouting  parties  in  the  woods,  when  it  is  well  known  the 
Tories  are  well  armed  with  good  rifles.  I  could  purchase  some  few 
Muskets  here,  but  the  prices  are  so  extraordinary  high  that  I  Dare 
not  venture.  I  wou'd  be  glad  to  have  the  council's  Directions  if  I 
am  to  purchase  Muskets  or  rifles,  &  what  prices  I  ought  to  give. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  Very  Humble  Serv*, 

JN«  CAROTHERS,  L.  C.  0. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq',  Presedant  of 
the  executive  Council  for  The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Xiancaster. 

*  See  page  486. 
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OOL.  BOBIBT  OULBBRTSON  TO  PaES.   WhABTOK,   1778. 

Oarlide;  April  28Ui|  1778. 
Dr  Sir, 

In  consequenoe  of  joar  Exoel*  orders,  I  have  porobtuied  Tweatj 
horses  in  mj  opinion,  Suitable  for  the  Lite  horse  Serrioe,  fifteen  of 
which  is  now  bequipt  with  bridles  &  saddles  ready  to  be  delivered  to 
aney  parson  your  Ezeliney  may  appoint,  or  order  them  to  be  delivered 
to.  Am  out  of  cash,  and  on  the  borrowing  hand,  please  to  order  me 
such  sums  of  cash  as  will  enable  me  to  proceed  as  far  as  you  wood 
Ohoos. 

And  am  with  due  Regard 

your  Excelinoys  most 

obediant  &  bum*  Serv* 
ROB'T  CULBERTSON. 


Prksidbkt  OB  Congress  to  Prbsidbot  Wjabton,  1778. 

Tork  Town,  28th  April,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  24th  Inst,  I  had  the  honour  of  conveying  a  packet  to  your 
Excellency  oontaining  two  Acts  of  Congress,  1  of  the  22<  &  1  one  of 
the  24th  Inst,  to  which  I  bes  leave  to  refer. 

Within  the  present  Cover  I  transmit  an  Act  of  the  23^  for  grantiog 
pardons  &  Recommending  to  the  several  States  to  enact  Iaws  or 
Issue  Proclamations  adapted  to  Uie  good  purposes  which  Coagreis 
have  in  view. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

With  great  regard  Sir, 

your  Ezcellencey's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 
DireeUdf 
On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  Penn- 
sylvania, at  Lancaster. 
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Thos.  Edwards  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778, 

Lebaaoni  Ap>  28tb;  1778. 

I  liave  Rec'd  joxA  Honors  ordr*  of  the  21st  Ap*  Inst  accompanied 
vitli  a  resolvo  of  GoDgress,  by  wbioh  I  am  directed  to  desist  from 
making  any  farther  Parchases  of  Wheat  &  Flour  for  the  Army,  and 
that  I  shou'd  immediately  Transmit  my  aoc'  to  Gonncil,  In  ans'  to 
which  I  beg  leaTe  to  mention,  y*  Quantities  of  Flour  &  Wheat  are 
lying  at  different  Mills  through  the  County,  which  I  cou'd  not  collect 
together  for  want  of  Carriages,  therefore  wou'd  think  it  proper  that 
y  Honors  appoint  some  Person  to  receive  such  stores  from  my  hands 
and  take  charge  thereof,  I  would  farther  beg  leave  to  observe  that 
there  is  no  beef  on  hand  for  the  Consumption  of  the  Artificers  & 
Militia  Stationed  at  Lebanon,  therefore  some  person  immediately 
onght  to  take  in  hand  the  Procaring  of  meat  for  that  place,  have 
scarcely  as  much  now  as  will  supply  them  this  week,  I'm  ready  & 
willipg  immediately  after  having  made  delivery  of  the  Stores  to 
render  a  full  account  of  my  Prooeedings. 
I  am  in  haste  your 

Honors  mo^t  Humble  & 

most  Obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  EDWARDS. 
IHrecied, 

On  Publiok  Service. 

His  Eioellency  Thos.  Wharton,  jon.,  Esq.,  of  the  S.  E.  G.,  at 
Laneastw. 


Ab'm  Levan  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton  1778. 

Northampton  County,  Allen  Town,  April  28th,  1778. 
Honoured  Sir, 

I  did  myself  the  honour  some  time  ago  of  writing  a  few  lines 
informing  you  that  I  had  purchased  fourteen  Horses  for  the  pnblick 
Service,  agreeable  to  the  Commands  your  hon'  was  pleased  to  lay 
upon  me ;  Since  then  I  have  bought  six  which  makes  20.  I  wou^d 
be  exceeding  fond  your  hon'  wou'd  direct  where  I  might  send  them, 
as  forage  is  exceeding  scarce  in  these  parts,  I  shall  do  my  utmost 
endeavours  to  procure  the  Compliment  first  mentioned,  but  there  a 
difficulty  arises,  my  Cash  is  grown  short,  which  is  an  obstide  in  the 
way,  as  they  look  for  the  ready  caah,  when  the  horse  is  delivered. 
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this  objection  I  make  no  doubt  jou'l  indeavoor  to  remove  as  soon 
as  convenient. 

I  am  Hononr'd  Sir 

with  all  possible  respect 

y  Honors  most  obed*  Horn'  Serv*. 

ABRAHAM  LBVAN. 
P«  S.  He  expect  a  line  by  first  opportunity. 


Col.  Bsnj.  Flower  to  Council,  1778. 

Yoric  Town,  28th  April,  1778. 
Oentlemen, 

On  my  way  from  Lebanon  to  Carlisle,  I  observed  the  public  roads 
between  those  places  Intolerably  b^,  the  waggons  that  travel  them 
do  not  carry  more  than  two  thirds  or  a  load  on  that  account  In  the 
first  place  with  submission  to  your  Honours^  I  think  they  ought  to 
be  bpen'd  to  fifty  or  sixty  feet,  whereat  in  many  places  they  are  not 
above  half  that  width,  which  is  one  reason  why  they  are  so  much 
cut,  these  are  roads  the  public  stores  are  Constantly  moveingon,  and 
should  a  general  remove  from  Lebanon  to  Carlide  take  ^ace,  the 
public  wiU  suffer  very  much.  I  have  therefore  to  Request  that  your 
Honours  will  please  to  direct  that  the  several  supervisors  of  those 
Boads  in  the  Different  routs  from  camp  to  the  several  Magazines  in 
this  State  (Especially  those  already  mentioned),  be  Immediately 
repaired. 

Mr.  Harris  at  the  Ferry  on  Susquehannah  has  offered  to  Super- 
intend the  repairing  of  all  Roads  from  his  ferry  to  Lebanon,  if  your 
Honours  thought  proper  to  give  him  such  Instructions,  as  this  business 
is  essential  to  the  Public  Service,  (and  now  the  proper  season  to  do 
it  in)  I  hope  Council  will  immediately  give  the  necessary  direcUoos 
therein  which  will  particularly  Oblige  your, 
Hon"'  most  Obed* 

Very  Hum*  Serv* 

BBNJ.  FLOWER,  CoK 

Com^  Gen.  Mik  Stores. 
Direoted, 

To  Hig  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Hon'ble  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Lancaster. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL,  VI.  p.  481. 
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\ 
Gen.  Anth*y  Wayne  to  Pres't  Wharton,  1778. 

Gamp,  Moant  Joj^  April  28th  1778. 
Sir, 

LiefL  Armonr  of  4th  Pennsr  Begiment,  being  thought  a  Proper 
Person  for  the  Reoraiting  Service^  General  Wayne  now  orders  him 
on  that  Duty^  to  wait  on  jonr  Excellency  for  yonr  orders. 

Their  is  no  officer  daring  the  time  of  recruiting  last  year  did  more 
to  the  Credit  of  this  State,  than  this  Gentleman,  and  upon  that 
Prineipal  the  Gen.  now  sends  him^  which  hope  will  meet  your  ap- 
probation. 

He  talks  of  Lancaster  County,  near  Hendersons  &  Wallaces  Tavern 
for  bcioff  places  good  for  that  Service,  and  as  their  has  been  no 
officers  their,  or  in  them  Parts,  makes  it  very  Probable^  which  if  you 
acqaiess,  you  will  direct  him  accordingly. 

However  the  Qeneral  does  not  wish  to  have  him  Limited  to  any 
Particular  Place,  as  such  must  Inevitably  Impede  his  Service. 
I  am  your  Excelleneies  most 

Obedient  humble  Servant 

By  order  of  General  Wayne, 
BEN.  FISHBOURNB,  A.  D.  C. 
Directed^ 
To*  His  Ezoellenoy  Governor  Thos.  Wharton. 


Council  to  Wm.  0.  Bradford,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  April  28th,  1778. 
Sir, 

By  Captain  Blewer  Couneil  have  sent  you  tiie  sum  of  £8000,  fof 
the  payment  of  the  State  fleet,  concerning  which  yon  will  please  to 
receive  directions  from  the  Navy  Board. 

By  order  of  Counol. 
Directed^ 

To  Mr.  Wm.  C.  Bradford,  paymaster  of  the  State  fleet 
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CiECULAR  OP  Council,  1778.      v 

.  In  Coancil, 

Lanoaster,  April  28, 1778. 
(Ciroular,) 
Sir, 

The  orders,  wbicli  have  been  given  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  ^cspc^ 
tive  Conn  ties,  to  make  to  this  Conncil  exact  retams  of  tho  nnmber 
and  state  of  our  publick  Arms,  important  as  the  order  is,  verj  little 
regard  has  been  paid  to.  The  campaign  is  opening,  in  which  the 
fate  of  this  distressed  and  invaded  country  must  be  decided  ;  and 
we  call  upon  jou.  Sir,  as  you  regard  your  own  reputation  and  the 
welfare  of  your  country,  to  give  your  immediate,  diligent  and  earnest 
attention  to  this  business.  You  are  to  make  a  return  to  this  Council, 
as  soon  as  possible,  not  exceeding  the  15th  or  20th  day  of  May  at 
farthest,  of  all  the  Arms,  belonging  to  the  Publick,  within  yoar 
District ;  and  also  report,  what  number  of  other  arms  you  can,  ia 
case  of  the  most  extreme  necessity,  obtain  by  any  means.  The 
times  required,  that  the  direction  given,  an  this  oocasion,  should  be 
in  terms  the  most  explicit  and  peremptory ;  and,  therefore,  you  are 
hereby  strictly  charged  and  enjoined  to  exert  every  power  you  are 
possessed  of  to  get  together,  without  delay,  adl  the  public  Arms  that 
are  within  your  District.  It  is  proper  to  inform  you,  that  if  any 
neglect  in  the  execution  of  this  order  shall  hereafter  appear,  this 
Council  is  determined,  that  the  Public  shall  be  informed  on  whom 
to  lay  the  blame  of  the  calamity  which  may  fall  on  this  coontry  from 
such  neglect. 

You  are,  at  the  same  time,  to  acquaint  the  Militia  of  yonr  Distriot, 
that  there  is  eyery  reason  to  believe,  not  only  from  the  late  recom- 
mendation of  Congress,  that  '^  all  the  Militia  of  the  States  be  held 
*'  in  readiness  to  act  as  occasio  nmay  require,"  but,  also,  from  many 
other  considerations,  that  a  call  must  soon  be  made,  for  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  them  to  appear  in  the  field.  In  particular,  yoa 
are  to  give  immediate  notice  to  the  four  classes  next  in  turn,  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  maroh  at  short  notice.*' 

By  Order  of  Council^ 
Indorsed^ 

Circular  Letter  to  the  Lieutenants  and  snb  Lieutenants  of  the 
several  Countys  of  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  From  a  printed  handbilL 
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Council  to  Pktbb  Db  Haven,  &c.,  1778. 

In  Conncily 

*  Lancaster,  April  28th,  1778. 
Sir, 

It  10  Deoessary  that  Council  receive  the  earliest  information  of  the 
nnmber  of  arms  in  and  belonging  to  this  state,  as  well  such  as  are  in 
the  hands  of  private  people,  as  those  in  possession  of  the  Lieuten« 
ants  af  Counties,  and  in  the  publick  Works.  I  therefore  request 
you  to  inform  me  immediately  what  number  of  Muskets  well  fitted 
you  have  now  in  your  possession,  and  how  many  more,  you  can  eom- 
pleatly  finish  by  the  20th  of  May,  be  particular  in  the  return  you 
make  and  let  your  information  be  upon  sure  ground,^  I  mean  that 
you  are  to  include  old  arms  properly  repaired  as  well  as  new.  A  dillU 
gent  attention  to  this  business  and  a  speedy  answer  will  oblige  your 
Country  &  Sir, 

your  very  Hum^  Sery*. 
Direciedf 

To  Mr.  Peter  De  Haven,  Hnmmels  Town* 


Council  to  Governor  Livingston,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  April  29%  1778. 
Sir, 

The  bearer,  Jacobus  Qaigg,  being  brought  down  here  from  Virginia 
with  the  quaker  prisoners,  and  upon  enquiry  no  charge  of  any  im- 
portance being  now  against  him,  it  is  thought  proper  to  refer  him  to 
your  Excellency ;  that  if  there  be  any  charge  against  him  in  your 
state  he  may  answer  it.  Major  General  Sullivan  sent  him  last 
summer  to  Philadelphia  firom  Princetown,  he  having  been  taken^  at 
or  near  Somerset. 

Directed, 
His  Bzo'y  W.  Livingston,  Esq',  Gov.  N.  Jei:sey. 

^To  Col.  Wm.  Antis  as  far  as  the  word  *groand,  with  this  addition  *a 
mligent  attention  to  this  business  and  a  speedy  answer  will  oblige  you 
country  & 
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Board  op  Wab  to  Pbbsidbnt  Whabtob,  1778. 

,     War  Office,  April  29%  1778. 
Sir, 

Congress  having  directed  the  Board  to  superintend  the  Transport- 
ation of  Provisions  from  the  Soathward,  &  there  being  a  Ntimt>er 
of  Gallies  belonging  to  the  States  of  Maryland  &  Yirginia  in  the 
Ghesapeak,  I  am  directed  to  apply  to  joa  &  the  Hon.  Council  to 
know  whether  there  are  any  Men  left  of  those  by  whom  the  Gallies 
in  the  Delaware  were  mann'd  in  the  last  Campaign.  If  there  are, 
what  are  their  Nambers  fit  for  Service,  &  whether  the  State  will 
transfer  them  into  the  Continental  Service  for  the  Pnrpose  of  navi- 
gating the  Gallies  in  the  Chesapeak.  These  Gallies  are  officered  hot 
weakly  manned,  &  are  now  much  wanted  to  protect  the  Craft  in 
bringing  Provisions  np  the  Bay,  for  which  Service  they  are  immedi-  ^ 
ately  &  pressingly  wanted.  Year  speedy  Answer  will  he  very 
acoeptahle. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect 

yonr  very  obed.  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order  of  the  Board. 

Directed^ 

On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun',  Esqr.^  President  of  the 
B.  E.  Oouneil  of  Pennailvaaia^  Lancaster. 

(War  Office). 


,Lt.  John  Rudolph  to  Pbbsidbot  Whabton,  1778. 

Sir, 

You'l  receive  pr.  express  .an  order  from  the  board  of  war  for  the 
Horses  mentioned  the  other  day.  Im  inform'd  Capt.  Smith  has 
delivered  a  General  Order  for  all  the  Horsesi  the  board  say  my 
Horses  are  to  come  out  of  those  Horses  ordered  by.  that  Gen.  Order. 
Youl  extreemly  oblige  our  Corps  by  not  having  the  Horaes  de- 
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liver'd  in  oonsequenoe  of  s*  Gtml.  Order.    I'm  wait*  for  Cash  at  this 
plaoe^  and  shall  oall  to  morrow  at  Lancaster  for  the  Horses. 
I'm  joar  excellenoies 

most  ob't  humble  serrant, 

JOHN  EUDOLPH, 

Lieutenant  Dragoons. 
29  Apl.,  '78. 

•  Direciedf 

Ob  publie  service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junr.,  Bsqr.,  president  state 
PennsjlTania. 
Express. 


CiOUNCIL  TO  PSNNSTLYANU  BSLSaATSS  IK  OONQBS8S,  1778. 

Lancaster,  dOth  April,  1778. 
Sirs, 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  thoroughly 
persuaded  that  the  compleat  establishment  of  the  Confederation  of 
said  States  must  greatly  consolidate  the  union,  &  invigorate  the  Ne- 
gotiations of  Congress  at  this  important  Conjuncture,  do  hereby  add 
Uieir  concurrence  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  now  under  public 
consideration,  to  the  acceptance  &  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
State ;  &  do  recommend  to  you,  Gentlegien,  to  use  your  best  en- 
deavours &  influence  in  forwarding  the  said  business^  which  Council 
consider  as  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  honour,  advantage  & 
safety  of  the  united  Body  of  North  America. 
X  am. 
Sirs, 
your  most  obed' 

&  very  humble  Serv*. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Hon'l  Robert  Morris,  Dan'l  Roberdeau,  Jaines  Smith, 
Jonathan  Bayatd  Smith,  William  ClingaB,  and  Joseph^  Reed;  £s- 
quirogy  Delegates  in  Congress  for  the  State  of  Pennsilvania. 
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William  Aktes  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

NewhannoF^r  Township,  May  the  1»*  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  28"^  of  April  last  past,  wherein  I 
am  requested  to  give  immediate  information  to  Coanoil  what  number 
of  muskets  well  fitted  are  now  in  my  possession,  and  how  many  more 
I  oould  compleatly  finish  by  the  20*^  of  May  Instant.  These  are ' 
therefore  to  inform  Council  that  I  have  twenty  five  in  my  possession, 
and  as  touching  what  number  I  can  finish  against^  the  twentieth 
of  May,  I  do  hereby  inform  Council  that  I  have  none  that  .will  be 
finished  against  that  time,  as  I  am  not  at  present  in  a  proper  sitoA- 
tion  to  follow  that  Business,  neither  have  I  heretofore  followed  that 
branch  of  Business  for  the  publick,  excepting  in  the  way  of  Cleaning 
and  repairing  of  Arms,  and  that  about  500  stand  of  Arms  was  sent  to 
me  last  fall  for  that  purpose  by  General  Potter,  which  when  cleaned 
and  repaired  361  of  them  were  sent  to  the  rear  of  the  Army  by  order 
of  bis  Exeqllenoy  Oen^  Washington,  and  the  remainder  was  sent  to 
Militia  Camp  by  order  of  Major  Cummings,  and  that  161  mnsketa 
was  sent  last  fall  to  Col.  Frederick  Antes  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
which  hath  since  been  taken  by  order  of  Col.  W*  Henry  to  the 
Factory  ac  AUentown,  in  order  to  be  repaired  there.  The  above  is 
all  the  Information  I  Can  give  at  present  respecting  of  public  arms 
that  have  Come  within  my  district. 

I  am  Sir,  with  respect, 

your  Humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  ANTES. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'r,  President  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  Lancaster. 


Jambs.  Hamilton  to  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

Northampton,  May  1, 1778. 
Sir, 

Three  days  since,  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  from  M»  Vice  Presi- 
dent Bryan,  a  letter  dated  the  28'  of  April,  inclosing  my  written 
Parole,  and  also  an  Order  of  Council  of  the  same  date,  fully  dia- 
charging  me  from  all  confinement. 

Being  desirous  to  avail  myself  of  the  contents  of  the  above  order, 
I  should  have  set  out  immediately  for  my  own  House ;  but  on  perusing 
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the  Act  of  Assembly  therewith  likewise  transmitted;  Entitled  ^'  An 
Act  for  the  farther  seooritj  of  Ooremment/'  I  observed  that  there 
is  a  very  high  penalty  npon  all  persons  going  into  Philada.,  or  within 
th»  Enemy Q  lines,  without  leave  in  writing  for  that  purpose,  from 
the  ''  Congress,  the  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
<'  States  of  America,  or  the  Executive  Council  of  this  Common- 
'^  wealth.''  Hence  it  happens,  that  after  repeated  tryals,  I  cannot, 
at  any  rate,  procure  a  Waggoner  to  transport  my  baggage  to  Town, 
without  the  protection  of  such  written  licence. 

And  you  having  as  I  hope  and  helieye, /orffot  to  send  me  the 
passes  I  requested  in  my  former  letter ;  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
giving  you  this  further  trouble,  to  desire  that  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  piesent  my  compliments  to  the  Presidents  Council,  and  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  above  circumstance;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
my  request,  that  thev  will  be  pleased  to  order  a  pass  for  myself  and 
four  servants,  namely,  Mathias  Sandham  my  Butler,  two  Mulatto 
men,  Jonathan  &  Luke,  and  one  footman,  the  other  Coachman  and 
one  Negro  Woman  Cook,  called  Fanny ;  and  also  a  protection  for 
one  baggage  Wagon  and  its  Driver,  to  go  to  FhUad^a  and  return 
hither;  leaving  a  blank  for  the  Driver' i  name. 

I  shall  hold  myself  extremely  obliged  to  the  Government  for  their 
favour  in  the  above  request ;  as  I  shall  in  a  particular  manner  to 
your  self,  for  forwarding  the  same,  as  much  possible  by  the  Bearer 
whom  I  send  on  purpose ;  and  of  this  I  have  not  the  least  doubt, 
when  you  shall  consider^  that  after  a  separation  of  near  eight  months, 
my  passion  to  see  and  embrace  my  fifriends,  family,  &  connections, 
must  needs  be  very  urgent  &  strong. 

I  am  with  much  respect 
.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

.     .  JAMES  HAMILTON.* 

D^ected, 

For  Timothy  Matlaok,  Esq%  Secretary  to  President  &  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 

By  Mathias  Sandham. 

«  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  478. 
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AmoiiXJUob  ov  Conoeis^  1778« 

In  G(ttgMe%  Vmj  1, 1778. 

Bfl0Qlted| 

That  H  be  zeoommBnded  to  the  Beyeral  States  to  empover  the 
BzeootiTe  authorit}  of  Buoh  States,  from  time  to  time  to  grant  ex- 
emptions from  duty  in  the  Militia,  to  such  penM)ns  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  emplojed  in  mannfactoring  Military  stores  ft  other 
artioles  fiv  the  nse  of  the  United  States, 
Extiaot  from  tiha  nunotest 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


CouiFciL  TO  Col,  John  Pboctob,  1778. 

In  CoancUi 

Lanoasfei^  Way,  2^  1778. 
^, 

This  mominff  I  reo*  yonr  letter  of  the  26*  *April.  by  Mr  Heniy, 
eonfirming  the  distressed  situation  of  the  baok  Inhabitants,  who  are 
involved  in  a  war  vdth  the  Savages ;  also  a  request  to  Connoi\to  famish 
yon  with  a  sum  of  money;  altno  yon  do  not  say  the  use  yon  intend 
to  make  of  it,  yet  I  do  suppose  it  is  to  pay  off  the  Militia.  There 
is  not  a  snlBeienoy  in  the  Treasury  to  enable  me  to  send  you  any 
part  of  yonr  demand ;  but  being  anxious  to  relieve  you  all  in  my 
power,  have  induced  M'  Bittenhouse  to  go  to  Tork  Town  to  endeavor 
to  get  some  of  Congress.  I  have  therefore  siven  M'.  Henry,  who 
aocompaDied  M'  B.  there,  an  order  for  £8,500,  which  I  hope  may 
be  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  arrearages.  The  information  yon  nve 
respecting  Gajp.  McKee,  ft  the  Serjeant,  ft  twenty  odd  men,  joinmg 
the  Savages,  is  realy  alarming.  I  am  however  not  without  hopoi 
that  Congress,  who  Oonneil  have  written  to  on  the  subject,  will  tdte 
some  spirited  measures  to  chastise  the  insolence  of  the  savages,  as 
will  make  those  People  sorely  repent  their  having  jcnned  them. 

A  Gentleman  from  France,  went  thro'  this  Borough  for  CongresB, 
this  day,  with  dispatches  from  our  Agents,  which  oontain  a  treaty 
between  France  and  the  United  States,f  the  partienlars  we  are  not 
informed;  things  look  well  on  our  side.  I  send  you  the  papers  for 
your  perusal. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  very  Humble  Serv^ 

*  See  page  446w  f  See  Col  Beo.,  YoL  XL,  p.  487. 
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CoVJSQIh  TO  GOh.  AeOH'D  I«OOHB,Ty  177SL 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  May  2*,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  reo'  jmu  Letter  and  a  return  of  the  Militia  of  jour  County,  by 
Mr.  Oeorge  Henry,  in  which  I  am  disappointed,  as  I  fully  expected 
%  muoh  greater  number  would  have  embodied. 

I  greatly  lament  the  situation  of  the  back  inhabitants,  to  be  at 
this  time  engi^ed  in  a  war  with  savages,  and  wish  it  was  in  the 
power  of  Council  to  afford  them  immediate  relief;  but  I  am  of 
opinion,  nothing  short  of  carrying  the  war  into  their  Country  will 
WBotually  answer  the  purpose.  1  have  written  a  pressing  Letter  to 
Congress  on  die  subject,  and  you  may  depend  that  Council  will  co- 
operate with  them  in  ezecutinff  in  the  most  spirited  manner,  any 
plan  that  may  be  thought  eligible. 

The  lieutenants  of  the  Counties  have  been  empowered  to  purchase 
arms  in  each  County,  for  the  use  of  the  Militia,  and  as  you  stand 
XjOi  great  need  of  them,  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  that  you  have  not 
attended  to  that  order  &  exerted  yourself  to  procure  them.  Such  of 
the  inhabitants  that  are  suspected  of  being  unfriendly  to  our  cause, 
ft  those  that  have  not  taken  the  oath  of  uleffienoe  to  the  states,  ft 
are  possessed  of  arms,  you  are  empowered  by  mw  of  the  13  Jany  last, 
to  seise  upon  them  for  public  use,  and  a  spirited  exertion  on  this 
occasion  will  answer  a  very  good  purpose  by  disarming  the  disaffected, 
&  armbg  our  Friends  to  oppose  the  savages. 

The  Jueutenants  or  sub  Ueu^  of  the  Counties  of  Bedford  &  West* 
moreland,  are  by  Law  empowered  to  call  out  the  militia  for  tiie 
defence  of  ^e  Frontiers,  if  so  requked  by  theCommisnoners  appcunted 
by  Congress }  you  will,  therefore,  attend  to  the  orders  of  these  gei^ 
tSemen,  as  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  receive  directions  from  Con- 
gress for  this  purpose* 

Thc^  Scott,  Esq  ,  member  of  Council  for  Westmoreknd,  left  this 
some  time  since,  a  took  with  him  Rifle  guns  for  the  use  of  your 
eountv,  but  as  you  donH  mention  the  receipt  of  them,  I  presume, 
they  had  not  got  to  hand. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  Humble  serv*. 
Ittdanedf 

To  Colonel  Arohibald  Lodiry,  Lieutenant  of  Westoorelaiid 
Coun^. 


I 
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<3ouNciL  TO  Prbs.  op  Conoress,  1778. 

Iq  Council, 

Lancaflter,  May  2Dd;  1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  j'  Letters  of  the  24**  &  28**  of  April, 
covering  three  acts  of  Congress,  of  the  22*,  23*  and  24**  ultimO; 
which  have  the  attention  of  Council. 

That  of  the  24**'*'  respects  the  remains  of  the  Crews  of  the  gallief 
lately  employed  on  the  Delaware,  now  reduced  to  about  200  private!. 
These,  as  seamen,  are  desired  to  navigate  the  galUes  in  Chesapeak. 
They  are  but  Landsmen,  but  having  been  employed  for  some  time 
at  the  oar,  are  probably  tolerable  watermen.  As  their  service  on 
the  Delaware  is  now  at  an  end,  at  least  whilst  the  Enemy  possess 
Philadelphia,  I  have  ordered  them  to  be  marched  up  to  this  place. 
They  may,  perhaps,  arrive  in  8  or  10  days.  How  far  the  service 
on  Chesapeak  may  suit  with  their  enlistment  or  inclination,  &  what 

?rospeot  there  may  be  of  their  usefulness  in  the  business  of  Coaneil, 
shall  be  able  to  determine  when  they  come  here.  Perhaps  they 
might  be  as  serviceable  on  the  Schuylkill  &  Susquehanna,  as  else- 
where, &  ready  in  those  situations  to  resume  their  former  station, 
in  case  the  Enemy  leave  the  City. 

The  recommendation  of  pardons,  &c.,  lies  for  the  meeting  of 
legislature,  fixed  for  the  18**  Instant. 

Application  was  made  by  this  state,  early  in  the  late  winter,  in 
behalf  of  the  virestern  settlers  of  Pennsilvania,  then  distressed  bj 
the  inroads  &  murders  of  savages,  set  on  by  the  Governor  of  Detroit. 
It  was  then  understood  that  the  Honorable  Congress  had  taken  the 
Case  of  these  frontier  people  into  their  consideration,  &  employed 
Commiss"  to  enquire  of  &  provide  for  their  protection.  Relying  on 
the  attention  of  Congress,  I  beg  leave  to  forward  to  you^  as  inclosed, 
Copies  of  Letters  just  received  from  the  Western  Counties,  display- 
ing the  repetition  of  these  ravages  of  Indians,  who  lay  still  thro' 
part  of  the  winter,  till  very  lately;  and  General  Roberdeau  opens 
the  Idea  of  a  further  &,  very  dangerous  correspondence  between  the 
Commandant  at  Detroit  &  disa&cted  persons  among  us,  some  of 
whom  he  says  have  suddenly  disappeared,  &  expected  to  be  joined 
by  others,  to  associate  with  Indians  &  others  sent  by  the  Enemy  to 
SMlp  the  Inhabitants  &  break  up  the  Settlements.  Further  evidence 
of  such  a  design  appears  from  the  Letter  of  John  Proctor,  Esquire, 
of  Westmoreland,  in  the  going  oflP  of  Alex'  M^'Kee  &  the  others  from 
Fort  Pitt.  In  their  distress,  the  people  very  naturally  apply  to 
Council.  Council  recoUeot  that  the  Commies'"  of  Congress,  sent  to 
the  Ohio,  are  fully  impowered  to  call  out  the  Militia  of  Bedford  & 
Westmoreland  Co.    Orders  now  go  to  the  Lieutenants  of  Cumber- 

*  See  page  412. 
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land  &  Nortbumberland  to  embodj  &  fnrniah  a8  many  as  the  Ezt^ 
genoy  may  reqaire. 

Allow  me,  Sir  to  remark,  that  whilaft  the  Enemy  are  possessed  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  &  the  naTigation  of  the  Delaware,  it  is  of 
the  first  importanoe  to  prepare  the  western  &  northern  Counties  from 
depopulation  and  destruction.  The  wisdom  of  Congress  will  doubt- 
less interpose  in  a  suitable  manner.  Council  would  not  anxiously 
ask  for  ^^e  intended  plan,  but  to  satisfy  the  people  looking  up  to 
them  for  relief.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  honour  of  a  Letter  from 
you  on  this  subject,  giving  such  information  as  may  be  proper.  I 
only  add,  that  the  Large  Levies  of  men  &  arms  in  the  back  parts,  & 
the  disarming  of  their  militia  last  year  at  Camp,  in  New  Jersey,  has 
deprived  the  settlers  of  the  means  of  defence  to  an  alarming  degree. 
This  requires  to  be  attended  to. 

The  bearer  hereof,  brought  the  Letters  from  Westmoreland.  He 
returns  immediately,  &  will  carry  up  any  dispatohes  you  may  have 
for  the  Greneral  &  Commissioners  on  the  Ohio,  or  others. 

P.  S.  I  beg  leave  to  mention  that  Mr.  Bittenhouse  aooompanies 
George  Henry  on  the  errand  of  proouring  a  supply  of  money ;  various 
calls,  particularly  the  pay  of  militia,  having  drained  our  Treasure^ 
k  made  bis  application  indispensible.  . 

Indorsed^ 

To  the  Honble  Henry  Laurens,  Esq',  President  of  Congress^  at 
York  Town. 


Resolutions  of  Congress,  1778- 

In  Congress,  May  2d^  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  two  regiments  be  raised  In  Virginia  &  Pennsylvania,  to  serve 
for  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  and  operation  on  the  Western  frontier — twelve  companies 
in  Virginia  and  four  in  Pennsylvania— Each  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer and  soldier  to  receive  twenty  dollars  bounty,  &  the  same  oloath- 
ine  with  the  other  oontinentel  soldiers.  Eaoh  noncommissioned 
officer  and  soldier,  who  shall  find  his  own  blanket,  musket  or  rifle, 
&  accoutrements^  shall  have  the  same  allowance  as  is  given  by  Con- 
gress to  the  drafts  from  the  militia,  for  filling  up  the  oontinentel 
regimento :  ' 

That  Oeneral  Hand  be  recalled  from  his  command  at  Pittsburg, 
agreeably  to  his  request : 

That  a  proper  officer  be  immediately  sent  to  take  the  command  on 
the  Western  frontier  : 

That  a  proper  person  be  appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of  quar- 
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temaator,  oomminary  and  payaaaater,  to  the  aiiliftiA  of  the  oouiitiaB 
of  Bookingham,  Aagaaca,  Rockbridge,  Bottetonrty  Montgonari^ 
Waaldngton  ft  GrooBbriar,  in  Tiigiiua  : 

That  tbe  oommisnonen  at  Fort  Pitt  be  aothoriaed  to  appdnt  oAh 
wn  neoeasarj  for  oommandiDg  tbe  battaliona  ibbore  mentioned : 

That  General  Washington  be  desired  to  appoint  the  officer  to  take 
the  command  at  Fort  Pitt;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  commissioner'a 
letter  be  sent  to  the  General. 

Extract  from  the  minntes. 

OHA.  THOHSQK,  Soey 


Col.  Dahiki  BBODBSiD.  to  ■' '  "^  ■■'      ■■   '■»  1778. 

GaMp^  Valley  Forge,  May  Sd,  1778. 
Bear  Or, 

Count  of  Mount/art,  a  Major,  with  die  Bank  of  Colonel,  in  Gea^ 
Pilaskies  Legion,  does  me  the  honor  of  bein|^  the  bearer  heraof. 

I  have  bat  litde  personal  aeqnaiwtance  inth  the  Oonnt,  bat  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  seems  to  stand  with  the  first  GentktiieB  in 
the  Army;  his  steady  attachment  to  the  canse  of  oar  Ooantry,  & 
his  nniTenal  eood  Character  as  an  officer  ft  Gentleman,  have  in^ 
clined  me  to  tike  the  liberty  of  recommending  him  to  year  pariica- 
lar  notice,  and  hare  not  tile  least  doabt  bat  his  Company  will  do 
Honor,  &  be  very  agreeable  to  eyeiy  Gentleman  with  whom  yoa 
shall  be  dlqKMed  to  make  him  aoqnainted. 

The  Connt,  from  his  Merit  ft  Address,  was  lately  raised  frrtn  the 
Bank  of  a  Yolnnteer,  Lieat.  ft  Cap^.,  to  that  above  mentioned. 

I  have  not  the  Honoar  to  know  the  partionlar  Business  of  this 
Gentleman  with  the  Ooanoi],  bat  be  it  what  it  may,  I  most  sincerely 
wish  to  see  him  served,  beii^  well  persnaded  he  cannot  ask  an  un- 
leasonable  thing. 

I  have  the  Honoar  to  be, 

with  great  Begard  ft  Bsteem, 
your  most  obed*  H^ble  Servt. 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 
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OoL.  B.  Flowa  fo  Frbb.  Whabton,  1T78. 

Tork  Town,  $  tf  »j,  1778. 
fion'  Bvy 

Inclosd  is  a  resolre  of  ibe  Hon*  Congress  of  yesterday,  ^'Tecom- 
tnencting  to  the  several  States  to  empower  the  Ezeoatire  anthority  of 
anoh  States,  from  time  to  time,  to  grant  exemptions  from  dnty  in  the 
militia,  to  sacb  persons  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  employed  in 
tnanofaoturing  of  Mil'  Stores  and  other  Articles  for  the  nse  of  the 
United  States." 

Tonr  Hon'  may  1)e  assured  that  nothing  but  tiie  Sufferings  of  my 
'^Department  could  have  induced  me  to  have  troubled  you  again  on 
thb  subject,  having  already  had  your  reasons  for  refaseing  to  grant 
isuoh  exemptionSi  but  the  impossibility  of  procuring  the  Articles  es- 
iientially  necessary  for  the  existance  of  our  Army  in  the  Held,  with* 
out  such  indulgence,  obligd  me  to  make  this  ftirther  application,  and 
should  vour  Hon'  think  propper  to  comply  you  may  do  assured  I 
will  endeavour  as  much  as  posedble  to  prevent  abuses— every  person 
engaged  in  contracts  with  me,  or  any  other  authorised  in  the  IHJpaf£- 
men  twill  have  certificates  for  the  same. 

Cot  Patton,  the  Bearer  hereof,  is  engaged  in  Oontract  with  me  for 
a  Ivge  quantity  of  Shott  and  Shells,  (part  of  which  he  has  deliverd) 
but  his  Furnace  being  now  out  of  Blast,  in  consequence  of  his  prin- 
cipal men  being  taken  out  to  Serve  in  the  Militia,  prevented  his 
complying  or  fulfilling  of  his  Contract,  the  articles  of  which  our 
Army  now  suffer  for,  your  Hon',  therefore,  will  please  to  grant  such 
exemptions  as  shall  Knable  him  to  put  his  Furnace  in  Blast,  and 
continue  tU  his  Contract  is  finished* 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  Hon**  most  obed*  Hum.  Sei*. 

BBNJ.  FLOWEB,  Col> 
Com*'  Qen^  Mil.  Stores. 
Vo  His  Bxcelleucv  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq'.,  Pros*  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Common  wealui  of  Pensylvania,  Lancaster. 


Col.  Bica'd  H'CALSsna  to  Prbs.  Whahton,  1778; 

Bfty2d,1778. 

Tour  Exelendes  Orders  of  th6  28<li  April  t  this  itoment  tle<y', 
and  sent  Express  orders  to  eaoli  Sub  Lieut,  in  the  County,  in  two 
HowetiB  after  Beceiving  those,  to  have  them  Complyed  with,  which 
hope  will  be  done.    This  is  Ike  Saeoad  Iv*  sent  them  on  this  ooea- 
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Bion,  as  yet  have  Heo*  no  Return.  I  have  wrote  in  the  moat  pressing 
Terms^  6l  hofe  to  be  able  to  make  the  Betom  in  time,  aeeoi^ng  to 
order. 

Jn  the  begining  of  those  trubles  this  Coanty  was  Exoeeding  For- 
ward, the  Oratest  Part  of  the  arms  waas  Goleoted  two  yean  Pas^ 
sent  in  the  Militia  &  Flying  Camp,  few  Betarned.  Wehavefound 
from  Expereance  that  armes  is  Very  scarce  in  this  County,  however, 
hope  to  be  able  to  account  for  what  there  may  be  Soon ;  I  have 
Purchased  a  few  good  arms,  which  will  be  in  the  Eetum.  I  am 
Grately  afraid  Respecting  the  Militia  Turning  out^  &  should  be  Ex- 
treamly  Glad  to  be  instructed  in  which  Might  be  the  most  probal 
.or  Efectuali  means  to  Garry  this  Point,  as  to  aranging  them  or 
teling  them  the  Enemy  is  in  the  State,  &c.,  and  by  all  Probility  there 
asistance  is  Grately  wanting  &  would  be  of  Infinite  Service  Even, 
that  its  likely  by  one  good  Efori  the  Matter  might  be  setiled ;  seems 
ondly  by  a  mear  matter  of  Jest  w^  them,  say  they,  we  have  this 
Storey  too  often,  let  the  Standing  army  fight,  we  wUl  stay  at  home 
&  Rais  bread. 

I  shall  Do  Every  thing  in  my  Power,  which  am  afraid  will  not  be 
much. 

i  am,  S',  with  due  respect^ 

Yr  Exclenoees  Most  ob*  H>«  S*. 

R*  M'OALESTER. 
Directed^ 

His  Exelency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Snpraim 
Ex'  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Rob't  Lbvbrs  to  v.  p.  G.  Bryan,  1778. 

EastOD,  May  2d,  1778. 

Sir, 

Your  Honours  Favor  of  the  23d  April'*'  I  received  the  26th,  and 
the  next  day  waited  on  James  Hamilton,  Esquire,  in  Company  with 
a  Gentleman,  Mr.  Ball,  Senior  Surgeon  of  the  Hospital  at  Bethle- 
hem. Agreeable  to  the  Instructions  given  me,]and  in  the  presepca 
of  Mr.  Ball,  I  delivered  to  Mr.  Hamilton  the  open  Letter  com- 
mitted to  me  by  Council,  and  acjjuainted  that  Gentleman,  that,  by 
authority  vested  in  me  by  Council,  I  did  declare  him,  in  Uie  name 
and  in  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Exeoutive  Council,  discharged  and 
liberated  from  his  Parole,  and  given  up  to  his  own  unrestrained  dis- 
posal.    I  then  gave  into  the  hands  of  Mr.   Hamilton  his  Parole, 

^  See  page  485. 
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denrin^  that  he  would  deliver  to  me  the  Coonter  Wridiig  in  his 
PoeMsnoo.  Mr.  Hamilton  seemed  ezoeedinglj  pleased,  and  begged 
I  wonld  plreaent  hie  most  respectful  Compliments  to  Goanoil,  and 
assure  them  he  was  extremely  obliged  by  reoeivin|^  hb  disohargOy  at 
the  same  time  declared  that  he  never  had  any  Counter  writing  in 
his  Possession — ^That  when  Mr.  Dunlap  &  Mr.  Hall  called  on  him^ 
by  order  o^  Council,  to  take  his  Parole,  he  received  no  Counterpart 
or  Copv  in  Return;  which  he  had  often  regretted. 

Enclosed  I  send  a  true  Copy  of  the  Leter  from  Counml  to  Mr. 
Hamilton.  With  this  (}entleman  I  left  a  Copj^  of  the  I^ws,  and 
as  he  was  reserved  as  to  the  Nature  of  the  Law  m  point,  I  was  like- 
wise silent.  By  his  Conversation;  I  perceive  he  is  fixed  to  go  to 
Bush  Hill,  and  I  believe  has  by  this  tune  sent  a  Servant  to  prepare 
tfie  way.  He  enquired  of  me  bow  he  could  obtain  a  Pass;  as  tnen 
I  had  no  Idea  of  his  intention  to  ffO  to  Bush  Hill,  I  offered  to  grant 
a  Pass ;  but  on  explaining  himself  I  withdrew  the  offi»r,  being  some- 
ihfog  confused  at  his  design,  having  fro^ently  heard  it  reported 
that  Mr.  EEamilton  would  take  the  TobL  However,  as  Mr.  Hamil^ 
ion  ooniinved  to  explain  his  Intontion,  which  waa  to  send  a  Servant 
before  him  to  fit  up  Bush  Hill  for  his  Reception,  I  g^ve  him  to  un- 
derstand, that  as  a  Magistrate,  I  would  grant  his  Servant  a  Pass  to 
General  Waahington's  Head  Quarters^  at  Valley  Forge,  which  hp 
sooepted. 

The  Parole  of  Lewis  Oordon,  Esquire,  waa  not  enclosed  With  the 
other  Papenf  sent  me  b^  your  Honor,  but  I  have  acquainted  this  Gen- 
tleman with  my  Commission,  and  he  being  in  a  poor  State  of  Health, 
and  seemingly  desirous  of  a  little  delav,  I  have  omitted  formally 
liberating  him  from  his  Parole,  untill  I  shall  receive  from  CouncU 
the  Paper  signed  by  him,  that  I  may  see  the  Counter  writing  in  hia 
Hands.    Mr.  John  Gordon  is  at  present  a  few  miles  from  Slaston. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  subscribe  myself. 

Sir,  your  Honor'a  moat  obedient 

Hvmble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

The  HoMfahle  Geofjge  Biyao,  Baqoiie. 

p.  8.  Mr.  Ball  and  myself  parting  at  Northamptmi,  he  beinc  on 
some  necessary  bnaiaessi  I  shall  take  an  opportanlty  to  waiton  him^ 
Mud  we  will  jointly  make  a  Memorandum  of  the  Lftterview  with  Mr. 

Haaodlton. 

90* 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  prom  York  Town,  May  3d,  17T8. 

I  baye  the  pleasure  of  advising  jou  that  yesterday  brooght  as 
dispatches  from  our  agents  in  Europe,  of  a  most  important  and  fa- 
vourable nature  to  these  States.  I  will  not  trouble  your  Excellency 
with  minute  circumstances,  But  think  it  my  duty  to  advise  you  that 
the  Kiug  of  France,  by  powers  dated  January  30th,  to  his  Secretary 
of  State,  did,  on,  February  the  6th,  by  the  said  Secretary,  enter  into 
one  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and  amity  and  .trade  with  the  United 
States  :  And  on  the  same  day,  into  another  treaty  of  commerce  with 
said  States.  For  the  present,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  follow- 
ing extract  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  Franklin,  and  his  colleagues,  as  suf- 
ficiently indicative  of  the  spirit  of  said  treaties.  *^Mr.  Gerrard, 
*'  one  of  the  Secretary s^  came  yesterday. to  inform  us  by  order  of 
^'  the  King,  that  after  long  and  full  consideration  of  our  aJfairs  and 
*^  propositions  in  Council,  it  was  decided,  and  his  Majesty  was  de- 
''  termined  to  acknowledge  our  independence,  and  make  a  treaty 
''  with  us  of  amity  and  commerce.  That  in  this  treaty  no  advan- 
''  tage  would  be  taken  of  our  present  Situation  to  obtain  terms  from 
"  us,  which  otherwise  would  not  be  convenient  for  us  to  agree  to, 
^^  His  Majesty  desiring  that  the  treaty  once  made  should  be  durable, 
''  and  our  amity  Subsist  for  ever,  which  could  net  be  *  expected  if 
*^  each  nation  did  not  find  its  interest  in  the  continuance,  as  well  as 
'^  in  the  commencement  of  it :  It  was  therefore  his  intention  that 
'^  the  terms  of  the  treaty  should  bo  such  as  we  might  be  willing  to 
'^  agree  to,  if  our  State  had  been  long  since  established,  and  in  the 
^^  fulness  of  Strength  and  power,  and  such  as  we  shall  approve  of 
'^  when  this  time  shall  come.  That  his  Majesty  was  fixed  in  his  de- 
''  termination  not  only  to  acknowledge,  but  to  Support  our  indepen- 
''  dence  by  every  means  in  his  power.  That  in  doing  this  he  might 
^^  probably  be  soon  bngaged  in  war,  yet  he  Should  not  expect  any 
^'  compensation  from  us  on  that. account,  nor  pretend  that  he  acted 
^^  wholly  for  our  Sakes,^ince  beside  his  real  good  will  for  us  and  our 
^'  cause,  it  was  manifestly  the  interest  of  France  that  the  power  of 
"  England  should  be  diminished  by  our  aeration  (torn  it.  !fhe 
"  only  condition  he  should  require  and  rely  on  would  be  this :  That 
^'  we  in  no  peace  to  be  made  with  England  should  give  up  our  In- 
'^  dependance,  and  return  to  the  obedience  of  that  Government." 

Thus  opt  OommissionerB.  The  treaty  is'  such  as  may  be  ex- 
pected from  such  established  principles,  and  we  may  be  assured  of 
as  determined  a  Spirit  in  other  Courts.  It  now  only  remains  with 
ourselves  to  act  with  Spirit. 

Indorsed, 

1778,  May  3d.     Copy  of  a  letter  from  Jonathan  B.  Smith. 
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V.  P.  Bryan  to  Lieut.  John  Carothers,  1778. 

Lancaster.  8d  May.  1778. 
Sir, 

''  Your  Letter  of  the  28th  Ulto.*  has  been  considered  in  OonnoiL 
The  ravages  of  the  Enemy  Indians  give  great  uneasiness^  &  the  rather 
as  rifle  guns  are  scarce.  Congress  are,  from  some  strange  fatalityi 
under  a  necessity  to  ask  from  us  some  Musquetts  ^  this  enables  us 
to  lay  hold  of  (heir  rifles  newly  made  here.  Of  these  fifty  more  have 
been  gotten.  Tbey  were  under  some  reserve  for  the  regular  forces 
destined  to  act  against  the  Savages.  However,  they  now  go  to  you 
with  fifty  musquetts,  depending  that  you  will  distribute  these  wea- 
pons.to  the  best  use.  The  request  you  made  to  the  board  of  war  for 
some  rifles  which  lie  at  Carlisle,  was  supported  by  a  Letter  from 
hence.  No  direct  answer  was  given ;  but  the  former  parcel  which 
yon  had  from  hence  was  granted.  The  board  was  also  told  that  their 
grant  of  lead  &  powder  was  very  inadequate.  As  the  stores  of  the 
state  have  been  long  since  drained  by  the  demands  of  Congress, 
Council  has  no  lead,  very  little  gunpowder,  &  that  at  a  distance,  no 
rifles,  nor  flints.  Congress  must  be  urged  again  for  ammunition  & 
it  shall  be  done  immediately.  The  prices  you  have  given  for  the  20 
rifle  Quns,  purchased  by  you,  is  enormous,  but  i£30  each  is  too  extor- 
tionate to  snbmit  to.     We  have  no  such  rates  here. 

There  is  a  disposition  in  Council  to  satisfy  the  reasonable  claims 
of  the  people' who  lately  went  out  after  the  31  absconded  Torieit,  but 
the  demand  is  very  loose  &  general ;  nor  can  Col.  Buchannan  give 
it  any  exactness.  It  has  been  wished  that  the  officers  who  led  them 
bad  made  out  some  account  of  the  number,,  time  &  circumstances. 

As  to  the  other  point,  whether  Council  would  allow  those  Of  the 
Militia  who  might  turn  ont  be&re.  their  Classes,  to  be  free  of  fine  whea 
their  Class  marched,  it  may  be  answered  that  thb  must  depend  on 
the  words  of  the  aot,  not  on  the  will  of  Council.  Indeed,  in  a  case 
-where  some  had  failed  joining  their  Classes,  indulgence  was  reoomr 
mended  upon  their  serving  afterwards  &  joining  another  Class ;  but 
this  did  not  alter  the  law.  The  members  of  Council  took  on  them- 
selves the  risque  of  answering  for  it.  You  must  take  care  so  to 
ezecvte  the  Law  that  no  real  inconvenience  may  happen.  The  case 
of  the  deserter  is  now  become  difficnlt.  He  ought  to  be  sent  bacdc 
to  Camp,  as  I  think.  The  Court  Martial  sufficient  to  sit  &  properly 
try  the  offence  should  be  formed  in  the  field  by  Militia  on  duty 
tiMre.  But  the  Militia  now  ont  will  probably  very  soon  be  dish 
inissed,  without  any  to  snoceed  them,  in  oonsequence  of  the  Bnemj 
army  quitting  this  state.  If  he  offer  to  pay  his  fin^K  a  delinquent 
it  may  be  as  well  to  quit  him. 

General  M^'Intosh,  of  Georgia,  an  officer  of  Character,  &  well 
acquainted  with  Indian  war,  is  named  to  the  command  lately  held 

*  §••  page  HI. 
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by  Oe&l.  Hand.  Part  of  hk  troops  have  paaaed  this  place  npwiidfl, 
ft  as  soon  as  Genl.  Clinton  goes  m  further  asristanoe  will  be  oeot 
from  tiiie  main  army.  An  effort  against  the  Indian  towns  is  designedi 
&  Troops  levying  for  this  purpose. 

There  has  been  so  little  attention  paid  to  the  mode  layed  down  fer 
aseertaining  the  blankets  of  their  own  property  taken  out  by  the 
Militia,  &  their  value,  that  it  will  be  expeoted  that  an  aoeonnt  of 
those  losses  be  drawn  up  t  certified  by  the  field  oflhers,  or  eueeC 
them,  who  were  out  with  the  sufierers.  This,  with  proper  atteelstieB, 
may  be  layed  before  the  Committee  of  Assembly  for  aooouats,  ft 
proper  aHowanoe  will  doubtless  be  made. 
I  am,  Sir, 

T'  very  humble  Serv*, 

G.  B, 
Vice  Presideai 
Directed, 
To  John  Carothers,  Esquire. 


T.  Matlack  to  Jahbb  HAHaxoN,  1778, 

Lancaster,  May  4, 1778. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  an  order  of  Couaeil,*  of  thb  day^  will  show 
the  detenainalion  respeetiag  your  request;  the  pass  is  now  seat  to 
Mr.  Levers  according  to  the  order. 

The  law  reouires  the  inhabitants  to  take  an  oath  or  afirmatioB  of 
allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  Counoil  conoeive  they  caa- 
Bot  grant  to  aiy  person  a  passfirom  one  County  to  another  unw  the 
«ame  be  complied  with,  mueh  less  can  diey  think  themselves  jastified 
in  gfanting  a  pass  for  property  to  be  taken  within  the  lines  of  the 
enemy,  except  in  the  case  described  in  the  law  for  the  forlber  seoa- 
rity  ^  the  government,  which  I  hope  ft  expect  will  never  be  yeun. 

it  would  have  been  indecent  and  very  improper  for  me  to  ban 
supposed  that  you,  on  your  parole  being  delivered  up,  would  have 
hesitated  or  delayed  to  take  the  oath  required  by  law.  No  part  of 
my  conduct  shall,  with  design,  afford  the  least  fewidatiott  for  a  efaaige 
against  me  of  want  of  due  respect  to  you. 

I  told  you  in  my  former  letter  that  I  should  give  attention  to  yoir 
request,  and  you  will  now  see  that  your  not  having  received  fiie  passes 
which  you  asked  was  not  owing  to  my  having  ^*iwgoi"f  iOBmdikt» 
Dirtcted, 

To  James  Hamilton,  Bsq**. 

(By  Hat.  Sandham.) 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  478. 
t  See  J.  B*8  lefler,  m  page  466. 
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FoBM  OF  Pass  vob  Jambs  Haxiltov,  >T78. 

The  Supreme  Baecative  Cotinoil  of  the  Oommonwealth  of  PomiBjI- 
vania — ^To  All  oonoernecl : 

The  bMTOr,  Jamee  HamiltoOy  ISmff  is  hereby  peroikted  to 
pass  into  the  eity  of  Philadelphia^  and  to  Mmaln  there  boC 
ezoeedittg  two  weeks :  it  having  been  r^reeented  to  this  Gonaoil 
that  hia  indiepoBition  of  body  renden  the  adTioe  and  aenstanoe  of 
a  Phynoian  aoquainted  with  his  ease,  bow  in  that  oityy  ahaolntely 
neoaseary  fbr  the  reeoveiy  of  his  health. 

Given  under  the  Lees  seal  of  the  Oemnionwealth  at  ] 
this  fonrth  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1778. 


Col  John  Pipbr  to  Prbsideitc  Wharton,  1778. 

Bedford,  Hay  4th,  1778. 
Sir, 

An  afiair  of  the  most  alarming  nature  (and  as  I  believe  altogether 
unpreoedented)  has  happened  lately  in  a  Corner  of  this  County,  and 
W^  I  could  not  think  myself  justifiable  in  not  oommunieating  to  the 
Honorable  the  Supreme^Exeoutive  Council  of  this  State.  'Tis  as 
follows :  a  Number  of  evil  minded  Persons,  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
five,  (I  think)  having  actually  associated  togeti^er,  marched  away 
toward  the  Indian  Country  in  ovder  to  join  the  Indians,  and  to 
conduct  them  into  the  Inhabitanoe,  and  there  united,  kill,  bum  and 
destroy  Men,  Women  and  Children. 

They  came  up  with  a  Body  of  Indians  near  or  at  the  Kittanings, 
and  in  conferring  with  them,  they,  the  Indians,  suspecting  some 
design  in  the  wyte  People^  on  w*^  one  of  their  Chiels  shot  one 
Weston,  who  was  the  Ring-leadfr  of  the  T<mes,  and  sealpM  hiif 
before  the  Best,  and  immediately  (as  if  Divine  Providence  ever 
attentive  to  Baffle  and  defeat  the  Schemes  and  Measuies  of  wicked 
Men,)  the  rest  ied  and  dispersed. 

A  very  considerable  Number  of  the  well  afiected  Inhabitants 
having,  as.800u  as  their  combination  and  march  was  known,  par- 
sued  them  and  met  five  of  them,  and  yesterday  brought  tbeoi  wider 
a  strong  Guard  te  the  Coanty  Oaol. 

They  confess  their  Crime  and  Intention  of  destroying  both  Hen 
and  Property ;  aa  these  People  thus  hi  open  rebeUioa  are  se  nnase* 
tow,  there  is  great  fieasctt  to  believe  them  as  a  pert  of  a  inreater 
whole  in  some  dangerous  confederacy  with  the  Common  Knemy 
at  Phil*  or  Detroit. 
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Therefore  it  was  aa  well  my  own  Opinion  as  that  of  a  Number  of 
the  Prioeipal  Inhabitants  met  for  that  purpose,  that  the  Honorable 
G<ftincil  be  immediately  requested  to  order  in  their  Wisdom  such 
relief  as  may  appear  to  be  most  expedient,  either  m  removing  those 
Prisoners  to  some  Plaoe  of  greater  security,  or  else  order  Commis- 
sioners for  their  immediate  and  speedy  Trials,  w^t  last  wou'd  be  the 
most  grateful  to  the  Country,  who  are  extremely  inoenaed  against 
them,  and  think  the  proseoution  wou'd  be  more  easily  efieoted  where 
the  Evidence  is  on  the  spot,  and  perhaps  give  an  immediate  Cbeek 
to  so  openly  avowed  Eebellion. 

In  the  County  of  Westmoreland,  at  a  little  Fort  oalJad  BoH 
Wallace  within  some  sixteen  or  twenty  miles  of  Fort  Lisoneir,  there 
were  nine  Men  killed  and  one  man,  their  CaptP,  wounded  last  week ; 
the  Party  of  Indians  was  very  numerous,  so  that  between  Indians 
(and  the  still  more  savage)  Tories  these  backward  Counties  are  in 
real  distress. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  the  greatest  respects, 
your  most  obed* 
.     .  HbleServS 

JOHN  PIPER. 
Directed^'  .  . 

To  The  Honorable  Thomas  Wbarton,  Jun%  Esq',  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Briqadier  General  Lacby  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp  near  Neshamany  Bridge,  York  Boad,  May  4th,  1778. 

Sir, 

My  Camp  was  surrounded  on  the  morning  of  the  first  Ins*  by  Day 
Light,  which  lay  near  the  Crooked^Billet,  with  a  body  of  the  Enemy, 
who  appeared  on  all  quarters,  my  scouts  had  neglected  the  proceed- 
ing Night  to  Patrole  the  Roads  as  they  were  ordered,  but  lay  in 
Camp  till  near  day,  tho  their  orders  were  to  leave  it  by  two  o'Cloek 
in  the  morning;  one  of  the  Parties,  Commanded  by  a  lieutenant^ 
met  the  Enemy  near  two  miles  from  the  Camp,  but  never  gave  ns 
the  alarm,  he  makes  his  excuse  that  he  was  so  near  them  before  he 
espyed  them,  that  he  thought  himself  in  danger  of  being  out  to  peioet 
by  their  Horse  should  he  fire,  but  sends  off  a  man  to  ^ve  notice 
that  the  Enemy  were  approaching,  who  did  not  come ;  on  the  dis- 
obedience ft  misconduct  of  this  ft  the  other  officers  of  the  soouts  I 
h^ve  to  lay  my  misfortunes. 
The  alarm  was  so  sudden  I  had  scarcely  time  to  mount  my  Horae 
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liefore  the  Enemy  was  wit&in  musket  shot  of  my  Quarters.  I'  ob- 
served that  the  Party  in  my  Rear  had  got  into  Houses  &  behind  Fences, 
their  numbers  appearing  nearly  equal  to  mine  I  did  not  think  it 
advisable  to  attaqk  them  in  that  situation,  especially  as  another  Body 
appeared  in  my  front  to  the  east  of  the  Billet,  and  not  knowing 
what  numbers  I  bad  to  contend  with,  I  thought  it  best  to  open  mv 
way  under  cover  of  a  Wood  to  the  left  of  my  Camp  toward  Coll. 
Harts,  for  which  my  little  party  moved  in  Columns,  the  Baggage 
following  in  the  Rear;  I  had  not  passed  far  before  my  Flankins 
Parties  began  to  change  shot  with  the  Enemy,  I  kept  moving  on  till 
I  made  the  Wood,  when  a  party  of  both  foot  &  Horse  came  up  the 
Byberry  Road  and  attacked  my  right  Flank,  the  party  from  the 
Billet  fell  upon  my  Rear,  the  Horse  from  the  rear  of  my  Camp  came 
upon  my  left  flank ;  a  Body  of  Horse  appearing  in  my  front,  we 
made  a  stand  in  this  Woods  and  gave  them  some  warm  fires,  which 
forced  them  to  retire;  their  Horse  suffered  considerably,  as  they 
charged  us  and  were  severely  repulsed;  their  strength  gathering 
from  all  Quarters  I  thought  it  best  to  move  on,  which  I  did  with  the 
loss  of  the  Baggage,  the  Horse  giving  way  in  the  Front  as  we  ad- 
vanced. We  continued  skirmishing  for  upwards  of  two  miles,  when 
I  made  a  turn  to  the  lefb  which  intirely  extricated  myself  from  them, 
I  came  into  the  York  Road  near  the  Cross  Roads,  and  m9ved  slowly 
down  towards  the  Billet,  in  hopes  to  take  some  advantage  of  them 
on  that  quarter  where  they  least  expected  me,  but  I  found  they  had 
retired  toward  the  City ;  my  People  behaved  well,  my  loss  is  upward 
of  thirty  Killed  &  Wounded,  some  were  Butchered  in  a  manner  the 
most  brutal  savages  could  not  equal,  even  while  living  some  were 
thrown  into  Buckwheat  straw,  and  the  straw  set  on  fire,  the  Clothes 
were  burnt  on  others,  and  scarcely  one  without  a  dozen  of  Wounds 
with  Bayonets  &  Cutlasses.* 

The  Enemiea  loss  is  not  known,  but  is  currently  reported  one  field 
Officer  is  among  the  slain,  we  took  three  of  their  Horses,^  five  are  left 
dead  on  the  field,  their  Riders  either  killed  or  wounded. 

Tou  will  observe  in  the' inclosed  return  that  fifty  eight  is  missing, 
the  greatest  part  of  which  I  believe  has  run  home,  the  rest  are  taken 
Prisoners. 

The  times  of  the  MilitU  Light  Horse  is  all  expired  and  have  left 
xne,  they  have  been  of  infinite  service  to  me,  and  for  which  I  now 
feel  the  loss ;  twenty  Horse  is  better  than  fifty  Foot  to  make  dis- 
covery &  give  intelligence. 

I  remain  with  respect 

your  Exc^  most  Ob^  H'ble  Serv*, 

JOHN  LACEY,  Jr.,  B.  G. 
JDirected. 

On  publick  service. 

His  Excellr  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Lancaster. 

*  &••  several  depositions  on  these  facts,  May  14th  and  j5th. 
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James  Bead  to  Secbbtaby  Matlack,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Bearer,  Mods.  Jaluis  Ooant  Montfort,  has  been  well  reoom- 
mended  to  me  by  an  officer  of  good  Credit  in  the  fonrth  Regiment 
of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Arm j,  and  as  he  has  oocasio^  to 
wait  on  hie  Exoellenoy  the  President,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  give 
him  a  few  Lines  to  yon. 

He  has  a  Plan,  which  he  wishes  to  lay  before  Council,  for  regn* 
lating  oar  Militia  so  as. to  make  it  very  respectable;  And  as  the 
Honourable  Mr.  Bryan  understands  the  French  Language,  in  which, 
the  Plan  is  drawn,  I  take  the  Freedom  to  beg  you  would  introduce 
Count  Montfort  to  that  Gentleman. 
I  am,  with  much  respect. 
Sir, 
your  most  humble  Serv*, 

JAMES  READ* 

Reading,  May  4, 1778. 

Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Government  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 


COKNELIUS  SWBEKS  TO    PeE8*T  WhAKTON,   1778.' 

LebanoUi  May  4th,  1778. 
Sir, 

In  examining  the  Stores  at  Allen  Town,  I  met  with  aundry  Casks 
and  Boxes  said  to  contain  a  quantity  of  Sail  Duck,  under  the  care  of 
Captain  Joseph  Stiles ;  As  we  are  in  great  and  immediate  want  of 
this  article  for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  I  applied  to  Capt.  Stiles  for 
the  same,  who  inform'd  me  that  it  was  the  property  of  this  State  and 
could  not  be  delivered  without  an  order  from  the  Hon*  Council. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  if  your  Honor  would  be  pleased  to  grant 
an  order  for  the  same,  it  being  wanted  for  covers  for  ammunition 
Waggons,  Oil  Cloths  for  spreading  Ammunition  to  air,  and  manv 
other  purposes,  as  ordered  by  his  Excellency  Gen.  Washington.  It 
shall  either  be  replaced  as  soon  as  we  can  get  a  supply  of  the  same 
0ort  from  New  England,  paid  for  immediately  at  whatever  price  it 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  487. 
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oosty  or  oanied  to  the  Credit  of  this  State,  at  the  option  of  CoonoiL 
I  hiimUy  request  a  oomplianoe.  and  a  i^edy  aasfrer. 
Am  with  due  reepeot 

your  Honor's  mort 

Obed't  Huxn*  Sei^^ 

CORNEL'S  SWBfiBS. 
Dep'j  Com'j  Gen.  M.  Stem. 
Direcied, 

The  Hon*  President  of  the  Supreme  Ekeotilire  Cbitneil  fiir  the 
Commonweakh  pf  Pennsyhaniai  Lanoaster. 


Bbio.  Gbk.  Ant't  Watnb  to  PfiBSiDBinF  Whabtok,  1778. 

Mount  Joy,  4th  Hay,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  is  the  Betum  of  the  thirteen  Beg'ts  bdonging  to  the 
State  of  Penns*,  the  chief  part  of  those  Setnmd  sick  present,  is  for 
want  irf  Clothinff,  hein^  too  naked  to  appear  on  the  Parade^  our 
officers  in  iMrtieuIar  are  m  a  most  wretched  condition. 

I  know  it  must  be  Distressing  to  your  Excellency  to  hear  so  many 
Bepetitions  of  our  wants,  but  wmit  ever  pain  it  may  give  you  I  hoorly 
experience  more  from  newing  tiie  tDistress  of  worthy  fellows,  who 
are  Conscious  of  Meriting  some  attention,  they  unhappily  think  any 
ehange  will  be  for  the  better,  and  too  many  haTc  therefore  Bisqued 
Desertion,  the  Enclosed  otder  has  lately  put  some  stop  to  it,  &  had 
we  Clothing,  I  am  Confident  we  should  not  have  one  man  to  Desert 
where  we  now  harc^'*'  *  »  » 

Indanemenif 

1778,  reofd  6th  Hay,  from  Brigadier  €(eneral  Wayne. 

*  8^.  and  a  portion  of  the  letter  oat  eS; 
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Pbtbb  Db  Havbnto  EzBounvB  CowsmL,  1778. 

To  the  Hon^  the  Bzeoative  Covndl  of  the  Commonw*^  of  Pen- 

Gontlemeiij 

The  Humble  Petitionr  of  Peter  De  HaTon  Sheweth, 

ThiA  yonr  Petitioner  was  about  two  yeara  ago  appmnted  by  the  late 
OoQiioil  of  Safety,  eontraotoig  Baperintendaat  of  your  (pm  ftotoiy^ 
and  hk  wages  at  ^ia  time  not  beiag  any  waya  eqval  to  ttie  «q^sea 
he  la  obligM  to  be  at,  your  petitioner  woold  be  maeh  obliged  to  you 
if  yon  in  yoor  wisdom  should  think  proper  to  raise  the  same  or  aUow 
him  some  part  of  said  Bzpenoes  and 

your  Petitioner  wiU  ever  pray. 

PBTBB  DB  HAYBSr. 
Hummelfltown,  May  4th,  1778. 
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Bbtu&n  of  thb  Troops  from  the  State  of  Psnitstlyahia, 


REGIMENTS. 


-ho 


1 


1 

2 
8 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
0 

10 
11 
12 
13 


BT    WHOM 
COMMANDSD. 


Golo.  Ghamben. 

do  Biokers. 

do  Craig. 
Lt.  Col.  Butler. 
Colo.  Johnson. 
Lt.  Col.  Harman. 
Colo.  Irwin. 

do  Broadhead. 

do'  Rio«  Butler. 

do  Nagle. 

do  Humpton. 

do  Cookes. 

do  Stewarts. 


Total. 


Sick  present. 
Sick  absent. 
On  Furlough. 
Recruiting. 
Yaoantfi. 
On  Comm'd. 
Prisoners^of  War. 

Total. 


Offioers  Present  fit  for  Dutt. 


Field. 


64 


Commis'd. 


48 


53 


39 


57 


21 


15 


8ta£f. 


57  10  5!5 


Non  Commiaraoned 


12 


111 


Li 


1 
11 

iii 
1" 
1 


11 
111 

19 
16 

8 
16 
10 
12 
14 
18 

7 
14 
19 


8 
111 

10 
9 

Hi 

7 
8. 

0 

11 

15 
4' 
4. 

121 


6  175115 


14 

1 


33 


11 
16 

6:  i; 

13      1* 


28 


8    681  12 
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MOW  IN  THB  SkBVICB  OF  THE  UnHED  StATBS  OF.  AhEBICA. 


Rank  &  File. 

Waiting  to 

Alterations  sinee  last 

Compleate. 

Betnm. 

i 

1 

J 

1 

1 

i 

** 

i 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

IJ 

i 

i 

'  1 

Joined. 

1 

a 

1 

i 

ll 

J 

1 

1 

172 

27 

23 

95 

9 

826 

10 

11 

474   8  1 

12 

2 

1 

24 

I 

75 

12 

8 

23 

1 

114 

21 

5 

526   1 

1 

10 

105 

19 

22 

10 

6 

162 

98 

17 

15 

34 

6 

170 

7 

8 

550   3 

4; 

2 

3S 

9 

150 

27 

34 

54 

265 

16 

4 

455   3  1 

10 

IS 

94 

13 

29 

10 

5 

152 

11 

8 

465 

100 

15 

18 

27 

4 

164 

16 

8 

476   5 

6       1 

I  2 

13 

117 

61 

25 

136 

10 

349 

2 

10 

291    11 

7 

6 

3 

117 

14 

25 

24 

7 

187 

15 

5 

463 

104 

11 

31 

81 

7 

184 

15 

8 

536    11 

17 

1,1 

8 

61 

i, 

.  51 

10 

27 

35 

6 

129 

16 

9 

611      ll 

I 

s 

87 

8 

29 

40 

20 

184 

233 

8 

9 

18 

278 

1483 

237 

290 

520 

99 

2664 

182 

60 

4736 

22,S 

,58 

10;4 

411 

107 

T    ' 

The  above  is  a  Return  of  the  StreDgth  &  State  of  the  Kespective 
BegimentB  belonging  to  the  State  of  Penns'a;  as  they  now  stand. 
Oamp  at  Mount  Joy,  this  4th  Day  of  May,  1778. 

ANTH'Y  WAYNE,  B.  G. 
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Lt.  Sam'l  Huittbb  to  PBxsiDBirr  Whabtok,  1778. 

\ 

Fort  Augusta,  5th  May,  1778. 

Sir, 

Agieeable  to  orden  of  Council  I  h«re  iooloaa  yoa  the  Refconui  and 
Strength  of  the  four  Battalions  of  this  Ooanty  Militia^'^  I  beg  to  be 
ExouMd  for  not  having  the  Rotuma  made  to  yon  sooner  but  it  was 
not  in  my  Power  or  it  should  be  done,  the  fifUi  Glass  of  the  Militia 
that  was  doing  Duty  on  the  Frontiers  has  seryed  tl^  two  monthsi 
and  the  People  expects  the  Sixth  Glass  to  march  there  Imadiedy,  aid 
has  wrote  me  in  case  they  haye  no  men  Stationed  on  the  West 
,  Branch  above  Muocy,  they  will  move  their  fiimilys  and  kave  it 
intirely^  which  will  lie  a  means  of  Breaking  up  that  Settlement. 

I  would  have  Ordered  out  the  Sixth  Glass  to  Believe  the  fifth  that 
was  there  but  could  get  no  meat  to  Buy,  that  they  could  subsist 
uppon  nor  indeed  couM  not  have  furnished  the  fifth  class  thai  served 
there  only  for  some  Beef  &  pork  Bought  bv  GoL  Hugh  White  fat 
the  Gontinental  Stores^  and  when  that  was  done  there  was  no  mon 
to  be  had  to  Buy  in  this  Gounty,  as  for  flower,  there  can  be  as  much 
had  as  would  do  the  Sixth  Class  for  two  months. 

By  some  accounts  lately  from  Bedford  County  the  Fnmtiers  there 
is  very  much  alarmed  at  this  present  time,  by  a  party  of  Indians 
that  said  was  Discovered  at  the  Eittaning,  about  thirty  miles  above 
fort  Pitt,  and  in  case  this  news  proves  true,  the  sixth  Glass  of  tbis 
Gounty  Militia  must  be  ordered  on  the  Frontiers  at  aU  Svents,  If 
we  should  hnaa  Provisions  up  the  River  from  Lancaster  Oovn'  io 
supply  them  only  for  one  month  at  least,  I  have  Ordered  out  part 
of  Ool.  John  Kellys  Battalions  to  do  Duty  in  Penns  Tally  for  two 
mouths  and  they  are  found  Provisioi^  by  a  Contractor  in  Cumber- 
land County. 

lam 
your  Exoelencys 
most  Obedient 

and  Very  Hnmb*  Serv* 

SAM'L  HUNTEB,  UmK 
Directed^ 

To  his  Excellencys  Tho^  Wharton,  Preiudent 

*  Not  found  with  the  letter. 
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COUHOIL  TO  00L«  M'Qalx0tbb,  1778, 

Lancaster^  May  5tli^  1778. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  jonr  letter  of  tha  2'  Ins*  was  left  at  my  House  aocom- 
paoied  by  four  others  whioh  were  all  foaxHl  on  the  Boad,  I  believe 
not  &r  from  York  Town,  all  unopened  except  that  for  me;  as  they 
are  directed  (aU  but  one)  to  the  Sub  Ueutenants  of  your  County  I 
presume  they  are  from  yon,  I  shall  therefore  send  them  with  thU  to 
C<d.  Eav  to  be  forwarded,  this  accident  may  prove  injurious  unless, 
jou  took  the.  ]^recau<ion  to  send  Copies  of  your  Letters  to  those 
Gentlemen,  which  I  wish  you  upon  all  publiok  business  to  do.  I 
hope  soon  to  receive  the  return  of  your  Battalions  to  enable  Council 
to  form  some  judgment  of  the  number  of  Militia  in  your  County^ 
and  notwithstanding  the  appearance  of  backwardness  in  them  for 
some  time  past,  yet  I  hope  with  the  continuance  of  your  exertions^. 
&  the  neoessi^  whioh  must  appear  to  themselves  of  making  one 
manly  effort  with  the  Continental  Troops,  dear  the  Land  of  the 
Enemy  that  they  will  be  inducied  to  take  the  Field  with  alacrity. 
X  hope  however  when  they  hear  of  the  Treety  that  is  made  with 
France  &  that  our  independence  is  aoknowleged  by  that  Nation  & 
will  be  followed  by  many  other  Powers  in  Europe,  that  then  no 
hesitation  will  appear  on  their  parts  to  assbt  in  preserving  tha{ 
blessing.  Hand  bilhi  were  printea  containinff  the  head  of  the  intelli- 
gencer r**  from  France,  one  of  which  I  send  for  your  perusal,  but  the 
next  Paper  will,  I  expect,  eontain  tooie  sabAtantial  inteliigenoe.  I 
am  pleased  you  have  made  a  purchase  of  some  arms  &  must  request 
you  to  endeavor  to  add  to  the  number. 

I  am 

Sir,  your  very 

Hum.  Serv* 

To  Cel«  Biehard  H'Gabster  of  York  Co''. 
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CauNCiL  TO  Capt.  Joseph  Smlis,  1778. 

In  Gouncil; 

LanoMter,  May  5,  1778. 
Sir, 

Cornelias  Sweer,  Esq.,  D.  C.  O.  M.  Stores  at  Lebanon,  requests 
Council  would  lend  or  sell  him,  for  the  publick  use,  a  quantity  of 
Sail  Duok  belonging  to  this  State,  now  in  your  possession.  Altho' 
it  is  not  known  how  soon  the  State  may  want  it,  yet  being  desirous 
to  serve  the  Publiok,  Council  have  consented  to  sell  what  the  Com- 
missary may  have  occasion  for — ^reserving  10  or  twelve  pieces,  which 
perhaps  we  nfay  soon  need — ^at  the  price  of  twenty  shillings  ^  Y* 
for  the  best,  or  N^'l — and  one  shilling  ^  y'  less  for  eaen  rising 
Number. 

You  will  therefore  please  to  deliver  the  Duck  to  that  Gentleman 
or  order — ^make  out  the  account  for  the  same  &  receive  the  Money^ 
which  I  beg  you  to  take  the  trouble  to  send  by  a  good  opportunity 
to  David  Eittenhouse,  Esq.,  Treasurer  to  this  state.  ■ 

If  you  have  not  already  rec^  directions  from  Council  to  employ  a 
Number  of  women  to  make  into  shirts,  all  the  Linen  in  your  posses- 
sion fitt  for  this  purpose,  I  beg  you  to  do  it  without  delay,  and  for- 
ward them  to  this  borough  as  soon  as  made  up,  as  the  soldiers  are 
in  great  want  of  them. 

I  am,  with  respect,  S', 

your  very  Hum.  Ser*. 
Direciedf 
To  Captain  Joseph  StileS;  Northampton. 


Council  to  General  Washington,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  May  5^  1778. 
Sir, 

Altho'  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  26th  of  April*  has  been 
repeatedly  under  consideration  of  this  Council,  and  measures  hsTe 
been  taken  to  obtain  an  account  of  the  arms  fit  for  service  belonging 
to  the  state,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  it;  but  we 
have  reason  to  fear  that  the  number  will  be  greatly  short  of  what  we 
could  wish ;  perhaps  three  thousand  are  as  many  as  we  can  ezpecl 
to  procure.  The  smallness  of  this  number  is  owing  to  various  causes  ; 
among  which  that  of  the  Militia  leaving  their  arms  at  Camp  firom 

*Page4i6. 
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time  to  time  is  a  capital  one ;  and  perl^aps  the  improper  behaviour 
of  the  men  in  throwing  them  away,  may  be  another.  It  is  probable 
there  may  be  a  considerable  number  belonging  to  individuals ;  but 
I  have  little  reason  to  hope  that  these  can  be  had  in  the  field  otherwise 
than  in  the  hands  of  their  owners^  many  of  whom,  we  hope,  and 
expect,  will  be  induced,  upon  a  decisive  occasion,  to  join  your  Excel- 
lency's army,  whenever  they  shall  be  called  upon,  whether  it  may 
happen  to  be  their  tour  of  duty  or  not.  Less  than  three  weeks  can- 
not be  thought  of  for  the  purpose  of  colleotiing  a  considerable  body 
of  Militia  in  this  state.  The  very  great  number  of  our  people 
employed  as  tradesmen,  ftc.,  in  the  various  branches  of  Continental 
business,  and  the  exemptions  earnestly  solicited  by  Congress  for  them, 
Must  necessarily  weaken  our  Militia  exceedingly ;  the  more  minutely 
this  matter  is  enquired  into,  the  more  this  will  appear  to  be  the  case. 
The  season  of  the  year,  and  the  difficulty  of  hiring  labourers,  renders 
the  presence  of  the  farmer  at  his  own  home  indispensibly  necessary.- 

Tour  Ezoellencv  may  have  observed,  that  the  term  of  service  for 
which  the  Pennsilvania  Militia  may  be  retained  in  service,  is  two 
months.  This,  as  the  Laws  at  present  stand,  cannot  be  lengthened 
without  their  Consent ;  a  difficult  business  in  its  nature.  I  find  by 
the  experience  of  this  last  year,  that  for  the  ordinary  service  Militia  can 
not  be  depended  on.  The  first  classes  of  several  Counties  were  large 
&  filled  with  the  most  reputable  beholders :  but  those  lately  drawn 
out,,  have  shrunk  to  mere  Companies.  This  proceeds  from  the  abler 
people  submitting  to  a  fine,  &  the  disuse  of  substitution.  Should  the 
calls  for  the  Militia  in  the  ordinary  way  continue.  It  is  venr  clear, 
that  Governor  Livingston's  proposal  must  be  adopted  here,  Via^,  to 
establish  state  forces  for  this  service  under  state  enlistments,  in  order 
that  the  husbandman  may  pursue  his  labour  at  home,  &,  raise  sup* 
plies  for  the  army. 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  Y'  Excel'  on  the  arrival  of  M'  Beane, 
&  the  great  tydings  he  has  borne  to  Congress ;  &  have  the  honour  to 
be,  wiUi  great  respect.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed^ 

&  very  hum*  Serv^ 
Indorsed. 

To  his  Excellency,  General  Washington. 

Vol.  VI.--21 
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Obdbr  of  Council  to  Si7pbryibob8  of  Roads,  17T8. 

In  Co!uioiI| 

Laaoaster,  May  1, 177^ 

Whereas  Oom^ainis  are  made  lo  Oounoil  that  the  Roads  &  High- 
waj«  in  this  State  are  roinousi  &  in  many  parts  atmoBt  impiBBilb 
for  Want  of  being  repaired  &  amended  aa  the  Law  zeqoireBi  wherebj 
TravellevB  are  impeded  in  their  JoomieSi  private  Bnmnees  obetnicted 
&  ike  publick  6npplie6  lor  the  Army  delayed^  &  their  Operations  ia 
Panger  of  being  disappointedi  to  the  great  Seandal,  Detriment  h 
Danger  of  this  Commonwealth,  t  the  manifest  Injory  of  the  Commoa 
Caase  of  Amerioa : 

These  are  therefore  to  require  &  oommand  all  Snpervison  of  tke 
Roads  &  Highways  within  this  State,  without  Fail  or  Loss  of  Tine, 
to  prooeed  to  the  Reparation  &  Amendment  of  the  Roads,  &  to  sBJoia 
upon  all  Magistmtes  &  others  oonoemed,  to  exert  themsehraiio 
making  i»«sentmenta  of  Defects  &  Nusanoee  in  the  premises  or  to  tb« 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  peace  of  the  respective  Counties^  or  to  prose- 
outa  &  otherwise  prooeed  against  all  deficient  Township  &  Sope^ 
visors  according  to  Law,  that  they  may  be  punished  in  such  Manser 
as  their  Neglect  shall  require. 

By  order  of  Gouncfl.* 

lndoy$ed 
To  the  Supervisors  of  the  roads  and  highways. 


Col.  Ad'w  Boyd  to  T.  Matlaok,  1778. 

Sadsbury,  May  7th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Li  Febu  last  I  was  favord  with  a  Letter  from  you,  desixeisg  • 
return  to  be  made  to  Council  of  the  number  of  Arms  in  my  poe- 
session,  I  then  immediately  comply'd  with  voqr  orders,  and  in » 
letter  adresd  to  you,  I  informd  that  the  number  of  Onus  was  itrj 
inconsiderable,  and  yesterday  I  recievd  the  most  pressing  orders  of 
the  same  nature,  Signd  by  the  Hono«  the  Vice  JPresident  In  obe- 
dience to  his  oommand  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  do 
more  than  Ten  Muskets  oompleat  in  my  possession,  and  they  are 
not  more  than  that  number  of  private  property  in  my  District 

*  See  OoL  Beo.,  VoL  XL,  p.  481* 
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Last  BeaaoD  the  Militia  took  all  That  I  cood  possibly  ooUtet  of  public 
k  private  property,  whieb  was  always  detaind  in  Camp,  when  their 
Tour  of  Pnty  was  over.  They  Tories  in  the  lower  end  of  this 
County  are  well  supplyd  with  Arms,  as  I  lately  told  you,  and  in 
learning  the  Military  Exersise. 

Yesterday  I  sent  tho  return  of  this  Batalion,  which  hope  you 
have  rec'— I  wod  have  sent  it  sooner,  but  oweing  to  the  delay  of  the 
men  I  ordered  to  make  me  the  return.  ^ 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  utmost  respect, 

Your  very  Humb.  Serv*. 

AND'W  BOYD,  Ltt 
Directed, 
Secretary  Timothy  Matlack,  Esqr.,  Laficaster. 


Council  to  Mij.  Qw.  Grbbnb,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  May  7, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  great  and  repeated  complaints  which  are  made  by  the  people, 
whose  Waggons  have  been  in  the  publick  Service,  compels  us  to 
mention  this  subject  to  you.  It  is  said,  that  when  the  accounts  of 
these  people  are  settled,  they  receive  only  certificates,  expressing  the 
Sums  due  to  them  instead  of  their  money ;  this  has  had  a  very  mis- 
chievous effect,  by  rendering  the  Service  disagreeable  to  the  people, 
in  consequence  of  .which  force  becomes  necessary  to  compel  them 
into  it,  which  not  only  encreases  the  dislike  &  sours  the  minds  o^  the 
people,  but  is  also  attended  with  a  very  considerable  expence,  which 
is  a  dead  loss  to  the  publick. 

The  earnest  de«re  we  have  to  do  every  thing  which  may  tend  to 
bring  forth  the  whole  Strength  of  this  State,  in  aid  of  the  common 
cause,  induces  us  to  solicit  your  attention  to  these  complaints,  from 
a  firm  persuasion  that  you  have  undertaken  the  Quarter  Master  De- 
partment with  a  resolution  of  removing  every  just  ground  of  com- 
plaint, as  well  as  every  false  pretence  which  may  have  been  used  to 
countenance  the  disaffected  in  their  unwillingness  to  serve  the  United 
Sutes. 

Migor  General  Qreene,  at  Head  Quarters. 
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Prbs.  of  Conorbss  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  8th  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

Sinoe  my  last  of  the  4th  Inst.,  I  haye  had  the  honor  of  preBenting 
Tonr  Excellency's  favor  of  that  date  to  Congress,  which  was  then 
Committed,  part  to  the  Treasury  &  part  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
affairs. 

This  will  he  accompanied  hy  seyeral  Copies  of  Pennsylvania  Oa- 
lette,  containing  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  6th  Inst.,  announcing 
■nch  parts  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of  the  6th  Ffeb'ry,  as  Congress 
judge  necessary  for  public  information,  &  government  in  particular 
Cases.  On  Tuesday  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  an  Ad- 
/dress  to  the  people,  now  in  press. 

I  am  with  very  great  regard, 

Sir,  your  Ezoellenoy's  Obedient 
&  humble  Serv^ 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congress.* 
His  Excellency  Tho^.  Wharton,  Esquire,  President,  Pennsylvania. 


Arthur  Buohajstan  to  Gsorob  Stbwart,  1778. 

Old  Town,  Juniata,  Hay  0th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  this  moment  reo*  by  Rob*  Moor  Express,  a  Letter  from  Gap» 
Sell,  stationed  at  Banld  Bi«]a,  whleh  informs  me  that  Simon  Yangh, 
one  of  his  Company,  was  kOled  on  the  8th  Instant,  at  the  hoose  of 
Jones  Davis,  upon  Bald  Eagle  Creek.  Bob*  Moor  being  sent  off  Ex- 
press to  inform  me  of  what  had  happened,  who,  as  he  came  through 
Penns  Valley,  stoped  at  the  house  of  Jacob  Stanford  to  feed  us 
horse,  where  he  fbund  said  Stanford  killed  lAkewise,  k  aeang  no 

Erson  about  the  house,  he  imediatly  took  horse  &  rode  off.  We  are 
kely  to  be  in  great  Distress,  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  haye  fled 
Pown  here,  &  more  are  on  the  way.  I  sent  Six  men  as  Spyes  to 
the  Kittaning^  one  of  whome  only  returned,  who  savs  they  were 
fired  upon  by  100  Indians,  &  he  only  escaped.  Sir,  please  send  hj 
Express  to  Lieutenant  Carothers  for  a  supply  of  amunition  &  arms, 
rifles  only  will  Do,  to  enable  ns  to  make  a  Stand  against  these  Sa^ 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  487. 
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yage  enemies.     All  the  arms  &  amnnition  I  have  sent  np  to  tb 
Guard^  at  Sinking  Spring  Valley  &  Bald  Eagle. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  H.  8*. 

ARTHUR  BUCHANM. 
To  Oeorge  Stewart,  Esqr., 
a  Sub  Lieutenant  of  Cumberland  Coutj. 


BoBEBZ  Levers  to  I.  Matlaoe,  Esq^  1778. 

Eastou;  May  10th;  1778. 
Sir, 

On  the  Sixth  Instant  I  reoeired  by  H.  Sandham,  a  Copy  of  ui 
Order  of  Council,  with  a  Pass  for  Mr.  Hamilton,  also  two  Packeta^ 
Willing  to  oblige,  as  I  knew  Mr.  Hamilton's  usual  Terror,  upon  the 
cancerous  appearance  he  is  so  subject  to,  I  immediately  went  to  him, 
He  having  signified  to  me  by  Letter  he  was  anxious  to  know  the 
contents  of  the  Pass.     He  observed,  the  Time  limited  for  his  Con- 
tinuance in  Philadelphia  was  bo  short,  that  considering  his  Age  and 
Infirmities,  undertaking  such  a  Journey,  would  be  rather,  bethought, 
prejudicial  to  his  Health-     I  really  felt  concerned  for  him.     He  de- 
sired, when  I  wrote  to  Council,  that  I  would  mention,  as  the  symp- 
toms of  his  disorder  were  rather  favorable,  he  woud  decline  the 
Journey  at  present;  and  if  he  found  -himself  under  a  necesenty  of 
taking  advice,  he  woud  comply  with  the  Requisites  of  Council,  and 
sepd  to  me  for  the  Pass.    I  beg  you  will  please  to  give  tlus.  infor- 
mation to  Cooncil,  and  be  assurad  I  remain. 
Sir,  your  most  obliged 

HomUe  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

Ob  Pnblio  Servioe~To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Seoiolaiy  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Lz.  Fbbd.  HAGNfift  TO  Pjubb.  Whabtoit,  177& 

Allentown,  the  11th  Maj,  1778. 
May  it  please  Tour  Excellency, 

According  to  Tour  Excellency  and  Council  last  Reqaest,  dated 
the  28th  April,  I  have  diligently  examined  and  inquired  into,  b^^ 
have  not  been  able  untill  This  Day,  to  give  a  true  and  Sxaeft  Ac- 
count what  Arms,  &e,,  are  now  in  my  posMSsion,  &  how  nai^a j  shall 
&  can  be  properly  Repaired  by  the  20th  of  this  month  :  "Whicb  is 
as  follows : 
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In  mypossesiion  in  Stare, 
800  Muskets  &  Bayonets,  Soabbords. 
550  Bayonet  Belts. 
750  Cartonch  Boxes. 
45  Shott  Pouches  &  18  Powder  Horns. 
400  Knap  &  Havre  Sacks,  new. 
75  Blanketts. 
25  Tent  Cloths. 
140  Camp  Kettles. 

In  John  Tykr^sjposiesnonf  in  good  Repair, 
SlBiffles. 

Vm  he  ready  the  20lA  Ma^. 
150  Hosketts  &  Bayonets,  from  J.  Tyler. 
150    ditto.  ditto.  B.  Cowell. 

This  number  of  Arms,  &c.,  may  depended  upon,  all  in  good  Re- 
pair, and  shall  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  exceed  the  above  number, 
as  both  Mr.  Tyler  &  Cowell  have  promised  to  deliver  more  muskets, 
as  I  have  mentioned,  because  it  is  difficult  to  gett  the  Scabbords  fo^ 
the  Bayonets  finished.  I  have  Three  Saddlers  now  Em  ploy 'd  ana 
•will  not  leave  a  Stone  unturned,  to  serve  my  Country  and  Your  Ex- 
eelleney  &  Council. 

I  am  with  the  utmost  esteem. 

Your  Excellency  moat  obedient 
and  most  Humble  Serv^ 
FRIEDERICK  HAONER,  Sub  Lieut. 
Directed, 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  junr.,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Executive 
Cooneil,  at  Lancaster. 


Abthur  Buohakan  to  Lt.  John  Carothbbb,  1778. 

Eiahaooquillas,  11th  May,  1778. 
D-Sir, 

I  have  this  Moment  reoMVed  Intelligence  by  Express  from  Major 
Miles,  in  Pen's  Valley,  that  the  Indians  continue  to  murder  Men, 
Women  and  duldien,  on  enr  Frontiers;  last  Friday  Jacob  Stan- 
ford, his  Wife  and  Daughter,  were  inhumanly  killeid  and  scal|^d, 
and  his  Son,  a.  lad  of  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age,  is  yet  missing. 
The  Express  informs  me  that  the  Savages  ravidge  all  Parts  of  oar 
Frontiers  in  a  very  public  Manner,  I  need  mention  Nothing  to  you 
of  tbe  Tories,  as  they  meet  with  too  much  Encounffement  to  cease 
from  their  barbarous  Practices.    I  dont  mean  to  blame  you,  but 
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rather  myself  and  others,  who  do  not  put  it  out  of  their  Power  to 
injure  us,  as  fiist  as  we  catoh  them ;  m j  ZealJ  for  mj  Coanti/B 
Interest  would  prompt  me  to  this,  which,  if  I  can  ohtain,  pray  order 
me  to  draw  my  Sword.  All  I  want  is  to  have  Justice  done  to  all 
Men,  to  have  Villains  tried  for  their  Offences;  hut  it  is  well  known 
that  this  is  not  the  Case,  for  instance  Shelly,  and  others  I  oui  tell 
you  of  when  we  meet.    I  shall  insist  on  this  no  farther. 

I  expect  that  you  will  assist  us  with  Arms  and  Amnnition,afl  I  now 
stand  in  Need  of  four  hundred  T^ieht  of  Powder  and  Lead,  equi- 
yalent,  and  likewise  with  one  hundred  good  Rifles,  if  possihle.  We 
are  in  a  yery  distressed  Situation  at  present,  hut  I  expect  you  will 
consider  our  Condition  &  do  all  in  your  Power.^to  aid  us.  I  have  taken 
the  Sentiments  of  my  Battalion,  and  they  are  briefly  these :  If  the 
Lieutenants  of  the  County  will  send  us  the  Assistance  of  a  few  Men 
with  Arms  and  Ammunitioni  we  will  march  immediately  into  the 
Indian  Country  and  attack  their  Towns,  which  will  he  the  most 
effectual  Method  of  calling  them  from  our  Frontiers.  We  also  think 
it  very  necessary  that  Commissaries  be  appointed  to  raise  Provifflonj 
and  Pack  Horses  provided  to  convey  it  to  the  Assistance  of  our  little 
Gamp.  As  the  Safety  of  this  State,  from  our  sava^  Enemy,  in  a 
great  Measure  on  our  being  able  to  stand  our  Ground,  it  is  hoped  we 
will  meet  with  suitable  Encouragement  and  all  neoessary  Assistanoe. 

The  Express  vnll  assist  in  bringinff  over  the  Arms  and  Amnni- 
tion,  if  they  are  ready.    I  hope  you  wul  reward  him  for  his  tronble. 
I  am,  Sir,  vnth  all  Respect, 

your  very  Humb,  Sv*. 

ARTHUR  BUCHANAN. 

Directed  J 
To  John  Carothers,  Esqr.,  Lutanant  for  Cumbarland  County. 


PjaEsiDBKT  OP  CoNaBBSs  TO  Pebsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Torit  Town,  11th  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Tour  Excellency  on  the  8th. 

Your  Excellency  will  reoeiTe  with  this,  several  Copies  of  an  Ad- 
dress by  Congress  under  the  9th  Inst.,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  these 
United  States,  which  Congress  reauestmay  be  dispersed  as  generally 
and  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  that  the  Clergy  should  be  supplied 
with  Copies ;  thb  may  render  it  neoessary  to  employ  the  press  agaifi 
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in  each  State.    Yonr  Ezoellency  will  jndge,  &^  order  what  shall 
appear  neoetsary  in  thia. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  Esteem^ 

Sir;  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

Humble  Serrant, 

HENRY  LAURENS  * 
President  of  Congress. 
Three  Proclamations  by  Congress  are  also  inclosed,  dated  9  May. 
His  Bxoelleney  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania. 


Pbbs't  Whaeton  to  Majob  Gbk.  ABMSTBOira,  17T8. 

Lancaster,  Hay  11th,  1778. 
I>ear  Sir, 

Count  Montfort  has  bestowed  some  pabs  in  laying  a  plan  to  regulate 
ft  train  the  Militia  of  the  State,  so  as  to  make  them  rtill  more  useful 
than  they  faave  been,  whieh  plan  this  Qentleman  haa  communioated 
to  me;  at  a  time  less  embarraasing^  on  many  aooounts,  than  the 
present,  some  reflations  might  be  proper,  and  new  schemes  adopted 
but  such  a  transition  as  would  take  place  in  the  scheme  proposed, 
would  I  am  perswaded  be  productire  of  the  most  destruotiye  conse- 
quences to  this  State,  &  this  I  have  hinted  to  the  Count,  being 
nevertheless  obliged  to  him,  or  to  any  other  Gentleman  for  proposals 
whioh  may  tend  to  our  care  and  seeurity.  1  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  introduce  him  to  you  that  you  may  converse  on  the  subject  together, 
for  as  his  sole  view  b  for  the  publiek  good,  he  perhaps  may  throw 
out  some  bints  which  may  be  very  useful  for  the  officers  of  the  militia 
to  adi^t,  even  nnder  the  present  regulation. 
I  am  with  great  respect 

D-Sir, 

your  very  Hum.  Servant. 
J)irectedf 

Major  Qen.  Armstrong. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  ZI.,  p.  487. 
21* 
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Gen.  Washington  to  Prbs't  Wharton,  17T8. 

Head  Qaarters,  Valley  Forge,  Hay  llih,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  was  duly  honored  with  yoar  favour  of  tho'  5th  instant*  It  is 
matter  of  regret,  that  the  want  of  arms  and  the  other  causes  jon 
assign,  afford  but  an  unpromising  prospect,  as  to  the  number  of 
militia  which  might  be  drawn  out  from  the  State,  on  any  emergeoej. 

The  Quarter  masters  and  commissary's  departments  are  still  &r 
from  being  upon  the  footing  we  could  w^h,  not  haviuff  yet  had  time 
to  reooyer  from  the  disordered  and  defective  State  in  which  they  bare 
been,  for  a  considerable  time  past.  This  circumstance  and  the  im- 
perfect sucoes  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  Imsiness  of  dnftiog 
and  recruiting,  in  the  different  States,  and  consequently  the  slov 
manner  in  which  the  reinforcements  for  the  Continental  army  oome 
in,  will  of  necessity  obstruct  and  retard  our  opentions  for  some  timd, 
particularly  as  the  succours  of  militia,  which  may  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected, on  occasions  are  not  the  most  flattering.  On  this  aoooimtie 
shall  perhaps  have  no  instant  call,  for^  a  large  number  of  militia— 1 
am  fully  sensible  of  the  disadvantages,  that  aoerua  from  drawing  the 
farmers  and  tradesmen,  from  their  respective  employmenti,  and 
should  by  all  means,  wish  to  avoid  it  as  far  aa  the  good  of  thesemoe 
will  possibly  permit. 

But  at  the  same  time,  that  I  would  not  wish  to  have  the  Militia 
ealled  into  Service  a  moment  sooner,  than  their  presence  in  the  field 
is  essentially  requisite;  it  is  highly  necessary  that  we  should  be  in 
eveiT  respect  prepared  for  events,  and  so  order  matters,  that  the 
whole  force  of  the  Militia  miffht  on  any  sudden  ezigenoy  be  imBl^ 
diately  drawn  forth  in  aid  of  the  Oontinental  troops,  whether  it  wen 
for  the  purposes  of  deibnce  or  offence.  I  theraore  beg  leave  to 
recommend  that  some  plan  may  be  digested  without  doUy,  for  holdiikg 
the  militia  in  constant  readiness,  to  take  the  field  when  ealled  npoB) 
in  the  most  expeditious  manner,  and  at  the  ahortest  notice. 

The  situation  however  of  this  army  is  not  such  that  we  can  dispense 
altogether  with  the  asnstanco  of  the  militia  for  ordinary  service.  I 
must  still  request  the  exertions  of  the  State  to  keep  op  a  body,  b^ 
tween  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  for  the  protection  of  the  eonntry 
consisting  of  not  less  than  400  men ;  Those  I  shall  aid  with  detaok- 
ments  of  Continental  troops. 

Whatever  temporary  inconvenience  may  attend  the  disuse  of 
substitution,  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  salutary,  if  persevered  in.  The 
use  of  it  is  certainly  a  very  great  impediment,  to  the  growth  of  the 
of  the  Continental  army,  the  filling  which  ought  to  be  the  first  object 
of  our  attention.    For  die  same  reason  that  I  didike  the  practice  of 

♦  See  page  276. 
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substituiioD;  I  shonld  not  wish  to  see  the  project  of  raising  State 
RegimealBy  for  a  short  term  of  Seryioe  adopted.  This  Seryioe  would 
be  preferred  to  a  more  permanent  one  bj  a  number  of  persons  who 
woold  be  willing  to  en^e  in  the  latter,  if  there  was  no  altematire. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  very  great  respect. 

Sir,  your  most  obed*  Ser?*, 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
Directed. 

On  pnblio  Service^ 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  o^ 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Lt.  Jno.  Cabothbrs  to  Frbs't  Whartok,  1778. 

Carlisle,  May  12, 1778. 
Sir, 

This  Moment  Col.  Stewart  arived  here  with  Col.  Buchanans  letter 
a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  Col.  Stewart  further  informs  me  that  from 
other  accounts  from  the  fronteers,  there  are  more  families  that  has 
shared  the  same  fate  with  Mr.  Stanfords — I  with  some  Difficulty 

Sroonred  from  the  oonHnental  store  100  fi»  of  powder,  150  lb  of  Lead 
;  150  flints,  but  could  procure  no  rifles  for  want  of  an  order  from 
the  board  of  war— I  had  wrote  to  the  board  of  war  some  time  ago 
requesting  a  Discretionary  order  to  some  person  here  for  a  supply  of 
arms  and  amunition  upon  any  sudden  emergency  but  as  vet  has  rec'd 
jio  answer,  there  is  some  rifles  in  the  ccmtinental  store  nut  we  eonld 
not  procure  any  for  want  of  said  order,  what  Council  can  assiat  in  this 
matter  is  best  known  to  themselves ;  in  the  mean  time  we  think  it  our 
Duty  to  exert  ourselyes  to  the  utmost  in  procuring  what  rifles  we  can 
either  by  borrowing  or  buying  or  both,  untill  we  can  be  assisted  from 
the  pubUo  Store,  perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  for  Council  to  imte  to 
the  board  of  war,  as  my  application  has  not  yet  had  success,  we  do 
jiot  know  the  minute  when  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  whole  over 
hills  people  to  be  in  arms. 

I  am  Sir,  with  respeet| 

your  very  Humble  Servant 

JNO.  CAROTHEBS,  L.  C.  0. 
Dirtctedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania. 
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Board  of  War  to  Prxs't  Whartoit,  1778. 

Ww  Office,  MtLj  12lh,  1778. 
Sir, 

'^  The  Board  some  time  ago  requeBied  of  the  Hon'ble  Coandl  iheir 
Consent  that  the  QallejmeD  formerly  employed  in  the  Delaware 
should  if  this  State  had  no  nse  for  them  be  transferred  to  the  U. 
States  &  ordered  to  do  Daty  on  Board  a  Number  of  Ghtlleys  in  tke 
Ohesapeak  employed  to  protect  the  Transportation  of  Provisions.  If 
the  Council  has  determined  the  matter  we  should  be  much  obliged 
hj  your  Answer. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  very  obed'  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS 

By  Order. 
IHrecied, 
On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,  President  of  the  S.  B. 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Sbo'7  Matlack  to  Col.  D*  Broduead,  1778. 

UnoMiter,  May  12^  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  thaak  yov  for  the  honour  you  do  me  by  your  letter,  introdaeing 
Count  HouBtfort.'*'  It  will  give  me  groat  pleasure  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ekpresmng  my  respect  for  his  honourable  attachment  to 
the  American  cause,  as  well  as  that  which  is  due  to  his  rank ;  but 
the  situation  of  things  here  puts  it  out  of  my  power  to  pay  him  that 
Attention  which  I  wish  to  do.  The  business  he  has  in  view  does  not 
admit  of  my  assistance  at  present ;  but,  as  it  is  an  object  which 
ehowB  his  attention  to  the  welfiire  of  the  state,  it  does  him  honor, 
«nd  whatever  may  be  the  success  of  it  must  secure  him  the  counten- 
ance of  every  friend  to  liberty. 

Tour  friendship  is  strongly  expressed  in  this  inetanoe,  which  I 
acknowledge  with  great  pleasure,  and  am  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Yeur  most  obedient 

Humble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK. 

*  See  piige  46S. 
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Council  to  Prbsxdbnt  of  Congbbbs,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster;  May  12, 1778. 
Sir; 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Letters  of  the  8  &  11th  Ins. 
The  first  coyer'd  the  Pennsylvania  Gaaette  of  the  6th,  with  a  resolve 
of  Congress  respeoting  the  treaty  with  France,  and  their  ratification 
of  it,  which  must  afibrd  inexpressible  pleasure  to  every  well  wisher  of 
this  insulted  &  injured  country,  and  at  the  same  time  embamss  ita 
eruel  and  vindictive  enemies. 

That  of  the  11th  enclosed  several  copies  of  an  address  of  Congress 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  this  Council  will  endeavor 
to  have  dispersed  in  the  most  expeditious  and  general  manner,  being 
fully  persuaded  that  this  excellent  performance  will  produce  the  good 
effects  intended  by  Congress,  and  afford  great  satisfaction  to  the 
friends  of  our  righteous  cause. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Hum.  Serv*. 
Directed, 
To  Hon.  Laurens. 


SfiCBBTAEY  Matlace  TO  R.  Pbtbbs,  1778/ 

May  13, 1778. 
His  Excellency,  the  Presiden^,  being  himself  much  indisposed,* 
commands  me  to  inform  you,  in  answer  to  yours  of  yesterday,  That 
the  marines  belonging  to  the  Gallies  which  were  ordered  up  here, 
are  not  arrived,  and  that  he  cannot  give  any  further  answer  on  this 
subject  nntil  he  is  informed  what  disposition  they  are  in  with  respect 
to  the  proposed  service.f 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Directed, 

To  XL  Peters,  Esq'. 

*  He  di«d  on  the  28d  of  this  month,  at  Lanoaster,  and  was  buried  next 
day,  in  the  <<  Evangelical  Trinity  Church  yard,"  with  military  honors.  For 
an  accoant  of  the  procession  and  other  arrangements  see  Colon.  Reo.  Vol. 
XI,  p.  498^00.  He  was  present  in  Council  for  the  last  time  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing the  date  of  this  letter. 

t  See  page  492. 
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John  Beaton,  ic,  to  Counoil,  1778. 

To  the  Hononiable,  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  The  State  of 
Pennsjlvanift. 

The  Subscriber  having  been  appointed  Paymaster  to  the  Militia 
of  the  County  of  Chester,  begs  leave  to  represent  to  the  Hon.  Goundl 
That  by  aooo^  already  in  his  hands,  and  by  the  the  most  Exact  Gal- 
oulation,  He^  has  been  able  to  make  of  those  not  yet  Plrodcio'd  to  him, 
'There  is  a  Balance  of  Between  Six  and  Seven  Thousand  Pounds  still 
due  To  the  Militia  of  said  County.  That  his  not  beins  able  to  pro- 
cure a  Sufficiency  of  Money  to  Pay  o£f  the  Several  Cliasses  at  the 
expiration  of  their  respective  Times  of  Service,  is  attended  with  great 
Inconvenience  To  the  officers  ft  men  Concern^,  as  well  aa  diffionlty 
in  settling  and  adjusting  The  accounts,  as  there  are  still  anrean  due 
to  all  the  Classes,  from  the  first  onwards.  And  That,  as  heiaanxiovB 
to  settle  his  accounts  as  soon  as  Possible,  He  wou'd  be  Extremely 
desirous  to  procure  a  Sufficient  Sum  of  money  to  Discharge  all  anean 
which  have  been  already  but  of  too  Long  standinff,  as  he  apprehends 
further  delay  wou'd  be  productive  of  Disagreeable  ConseqneneeB  in 
Case  the  Services  of  the  Militia  should  again  be  soon  Wanted.  As 
many  of  Them,  Especially  of  the  Latter  Classes,  have  undergone  the 
Hardships  and  Fatigue  of  severe  duty  at  a  very  inclement  Season, 
and  as  they  have  for  a  Considerable  time  Past  Expected  that  the 
monies  raised  from  the  delinquents  in  the  Militia  Services  in  the 
Counhr  shou'd  be  appropriated  to  the  Purpose  of  Paying  them  off. 
They  have  been  very  Uneasy  &  Clamorous  Upon  finding  it  otherwise 
disposed  of.  The  subscriber  therefore  Thinks  it  a  Duty  he  owes 
the  Public  to  represent  this  Brief  State  of  Circumstances  to  the 
Hon'ble  Council.  Hoping  ft  not  Doubting  but  that  they  in  th^ 
wisdom  will  devise  some  speedy  and  Effectual  Means  for  discharging 
the  arrears  due  to  those  who  have  stepped  forth  in  obedience  to  their 
orders,  in  Defence  of  their  Country  in  the  Hour  of  Danger.  A 
measure  in  which  the  Honour  and  Safety  of  the  State  is  so  materially 
Concerned. 

JNO.  BEATON. 
Directed, 

To  the  Honourable,  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 
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Abohibald  Lochrt  to  President  Wharton,  177^. 

Westmoreland,  May  13th,  1778. 
Hon'*  Sir, 

Agreeable  to  jour  Ezcellenoies  InstmctionB  I  do  hereby  send  yon 
a  Just  and  True  Return  of  the  Publiok  Arms  in  our  County,  which 
I  haye  in  my  care. 

75  Stand  I  Purchased  myself;  27  Stand  I  receiyed  of  the  liGlitia 
that  went  to  the  Jersey,  from  this  County,  in  the  Year  1777  ;  72 
Stand  I  receiyed  by  Col'l  John  Shields,  and  CoFl  Hayes  Informs 
me  of  80  Stand  being  on  the  Way,  not  yet  eome  to  Hand,  which  is 
in  all  254  Stand ;  but  when  we  Reduce  12  Stand,  that  that  we  Lost 
by  the  Enemy,  &  3  Carried  away  by  Deserters,  there  Remains  239 
Stand.  There  is  a  Considerable  Number  of  Old  English  Muskets, 
wliidi  Qen'l  S^  Clair  former^  had  in  his  oare,  belonging  to  this 
State,  and  Distributed  in  this  County ;  they  are  all  Unfit  for  seryice, 
and  hard  to  be  Collected,  as  the  rerson  that  Poesesseth  them  is 
nnder  Obligation,  by  Bond,  to  Return  them  to  Qen'l  Sinkler.  The 
Arms,  or  the  most  of  them  may  be  Repaired  fit  for  Oarrisons.  My 
Notice  is  short,  the  Arms  Private  Property  I  cannot  assert,  tho' 
they  are  Exceeding  Scarce,  Yet,  Notwithstanding  I  can  Purchase 
some  from  the  Poor,  distressed  by  the  Enemy,  but  not  without  Cash. 

On  the  28th  Aprile  the  Indians  came  into  the  Settlement  at  and 
about  Wallace's  Fort,  Attacted  20  of  our  men,  which  was  Recon- 
noitering  the  Woods,  and  Killed  9  of  our  Men,  &  Wounded  Capt. 
Hopkins  Slightly,  and  we  lost  9  Ouns. 

In  short,  1  am  sorry  to  Inform  you  that  the  Frontiers  of  this 
County  is  more  Distressed  by  Reason  of  this  Last  Scrimmage  than 
Uiey  ever  were  before,  as  by  appearance  there  was  a  larger  Body  of 
the  Enemy  than  ever  before  appeared  at  once,  and  with  much  more 
Vigour}  the  Great  Road  is  now  the  Frontier,  and  being  Disap- 

E minted  in  their  Expectations  of  an  Early  Campaign  into  the  Indian 
ountry,  I  am  sorry  to  Inform  you  that  I  doubt  a  General  Eyaoua- 
tion  of  the  Posts  on  the  Frontiers  (Fort  Pitt  only  Excepted),  on 
the  first  or  next  appearance,  or  Attact  of  such  a  Body  of  the  Enemy. 
I  am  also  to  Inform  you  that  fines  Laid  in  this  County  on  Delin- 
quents^ tho'  strict  measures  are  used)  I  haye  only  Receiyed  £60, 
and  all  the  Publick  money  I  haye  eyer  Receiyed  I  haye  paid  for 
Guns,  Substitutes,  and  other  Publick  Uses,  as  will  appear  ^  acc^,  at 
Settlement,  and  in  the  Interim  I  beg  leaye  to  subscribe  myself 
your  Excellencies  humb*  sery^ 

A.  LOCHRY. 

N.  B.  I  am  at  a  great  loss  for  want  of  the  Acts  of  Assembly,  tlie 
^te  Acts  in  particular. 

A.  L. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Bxecutiye  Council,  for  the  Commonwealth  of  PennsyUania,  in 
liancaster.    By  Express  on  publick  Business. 
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JoNA.  Dickinson,  Sbeghant  to  Pees-  Whaeton,  1778. 

Beadiog;  13  May,  1778. 
Dear  Bir^ 

The  inoloBed  was  written  Yesterday.    Should  it  be  the  first  Intel- 
ligeace,  it  will  give  yon  all  great  pleasure.* 

I  am  sorrj  to  find  that  the  Prothonotary  has  not  yet  qualififed 
here.    He  is  Assemblyman,  Counsellor  &  Prothonotary  all  together. 
I  wish  he  could  be  persuaded  that  he  will  do  his  Country  more  Sei>- 
▼ice  by  taking  his  Line  decidedly,  &  acting  in  some  one  Character. 
I  am  sure  Business  suflfers,  &  the  Cause  too,  for  Want  of  a  Man  of 
Character  &  Abilities  to  act  in  the  Courts.    Not  one  Lawyer  here  ; 
,  k  the  People  anxious  to  have  Business  done.    Whitehead  keepe  the 
Minutes  &  does  what  he  can ;  but,  besides  all  other  difficulties,  he 
has  no  Authority  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Office. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Bespect, 
Your  most  obed^  & 

Very  hUe.  Serr*, 

JONA.  D.  SERGEANT. 
Preside  Wharton. 


Lewis  Geonow  to  Pebs't  Whaeton,  1778. 

(Chester  Co.)  May  the  13th,  1778. 
Gent'n, 

I  received  orders  of  Council  Yesterday,  dated  the  28th  of  April, 
requiring  me  to  make  a  return  of  all  the  Public  Arms  within  my 
district,  and  report  what  Number  of  other  Arms  could  be  Obtained 
in  case  of  Extreme  Necessity.  I  have  made  Enquiry  as  far  as  the 
time  would  permit,  &  am  of  Opinion  that  at  this  time  there  is  sot 
above  Fifty  Arms  fit  for  service }  there  is,  perhaps,  about  half  that 
Number  that  might  be  repaired  in  a  short  time ;  and  as  to  other 
Arms,  I  have  coUected  them  some  months  ago,  the  amount  to  about 
twenty,  Several  of  them  are  small,  Light  pieces,  much  out  of  repair, 
&  unfit  for  Actual  Service,  except  in  cases  of  the  last  Necessity.  I 
have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  procure  the  Exact  List  of  the  Number 
of  Men  in  the  5th  Battalion,  for  want  of  the  return  of  two  Town- 
ships, but  think  there  will  be  about  Six  Hundred.     If  you  see  came 

*  ProiNbhly  aUvding  to  the  treaty  with  France. 
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# 

to  send  an  Order  to  me  to  get  the  Arms  repaired,  I  shall  attend  to 
it  as  far  as  in  my  power. 

I  am;  Gent'n,  your 

MostObedt;  hum.  servant, 

LEWIS  QRONOW. 

Col.  BDbert  Smith  makes  Betarn  of  One  Handred  Publio  Anna 
fit  for  seryiee  in  his  Diatriot 

ZHrededf 

The  Hon.  Ezecntiye  Coaneil;  State  of  Pennsylvania.    Fav'd  ^ 
Major  Beaton. 


Thomas  Hartley  to  Council,  1778. 

May  it  please  the  Council, 

Since  the  votes  of  the  Honourable  assembly  and  my  receiving 
Money  by  your  Directions,  four  of  my  Officers  have  enlisted  about 
forty  Six  Men. 

I  have  several  other  officers  out  on  the  Becruiting  Service,  from 
whom  I  have  not  yet  received  Returns.  ^ 

The  Money  I  received  is  already  exhausted,  &  for  the  Furtherance 
of  the  Service  we  stand  in  need  of  a  further  Supply.  The  men  I 
speak  of  have  been  all  mustered,  and  very  few  of  them  have  deserted; 
added  to  the  above  we  have  taken  up  a  considerable  Number  of  De- 
flerters  belonging  to  my  own  and  other  Pennsylvania  Regements. 

I  must  desire  that  the  Council  will  be  pleased  to  order  between 
Six  and  ten  thousand  Dollars  to  be  paid  to  Captain  George  Bush  for 
the  Becruiting  Service  of  my  Regement,  which  Sum  I  will  be  ac- 
ootmtable  for. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  most  obed't  k 

most  humble  Serv*, 

THO-  HARTLEY.* 
York  Town,  May  the  18"»,  1778. 
The  Honble  the  Coundl  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Piendent  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
By  Cap»  Geo.  Bush. 

*  See  GoL  B«).  YoL  XI.,  p.  488. 
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DBimiB  O'Neal  to  PEBSiDBin!  Whaeton,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  traitor  who  is  noticed  in  yonr  Proclamation  by  the  name  of 
James  Steyenson,  late  bakery  ehonld  have  been  called  James  Stefeiu, 
late  baker.  I  know  the  Man  welly  he  was,  I  think,  one  of  oar  Monej 
Signers,  If  I  mistake  not  was  appointed  by  a  snpplementaiy  Act  to 
y  150|000  Loan  Office  Act,'*'  to  expedite  as  a  Signer  the  Oomplei^ 
ing  of  that  Emission.  As  the  Tory  has  property,  he  should  have  ii 
a  fatore  day  no  hole  to  creep  out  at  by  saying  that  the  name  idTei- 
tized  was  not  his. 

your  hamble  Servent, 

DENNIS  O'NEAL 

N.  B.  It  will  be  the  more  necessary  to  make  the  alteration,  u 
there  is  one  or  more  James  Stevenson  in  Philad*. 

.  *  See  yonr  Law  Book. 

M^Callesters  Town,  April  14, 1778. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Tho^  Wharton,  Jan%  Lancaster. 


Gbnsral  Washingtok  to  Prbsidbnt  Whartok,  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  14  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

General  Wayne  this  day  shewed,  me  a  letter  £rom  Lieai  CoL 
Bayard,  in  which  he  informed  him  that  he  had  agreeable  to  order 
procured  near  three  hundred  Bayonets,  which  were  fitted  to  muskets, 
and  was  just  preparing  to  send  them  down,  when  they  were  stopped 
by  the  Executive  Council,  who  alledged  that  they  had  posidve  orden 
firom  me  to  reserve  all  the  arms  belonging  to  the  State  for  the  Militii) 
who  were  to  be  called  out  soon.  There  must  be  some  mistake  in 
this,  because  I  never  gave  any  such  order  in  positive  terms,  but  jet 
I  would  wish  to  see  every  State  have  their  arms  collected  aod  in 
teadiness.  If  the  muskets  to  which  the  Bayonete  are  fitted  hapten 
to  belong  particularly  to  the  State,  Mr.  Henry  can  easily  repute 
them  with  a  like  number  of  Continentol,  a  great  quantity  of  whicli 
he  will  have  to  repair.  I  have  written  to  him  to  do  so,  should  this 
be  the  case.    I  should  therefore  be  ezoeediagly  glad  to  have  the 
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arms  whicb  were  got  ready  by  Gol^  Bayard  sent  down  as  soon  as 
pofisible^  as  General  Wayne's  division  really  wants  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  ^ 

your  most  oV  humble  serv*, 

G»  WASHINGTON. 
Dtreetedf 

(On  public  seryice.) 

His  Ezoellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Presid*  State  of  Pennsylvaniai 
Lancaster. 


Lt.  Bamubl  Hunter  to  Pbbs,  Whakton,  1778. 

Fort  Augusta,  14th  May,  1778. 
Sr, 

I  Received  two  Expresses  last  Monday,  one  from  Bald  Eagle  Set- 
tlement, inform iDg  me  that  the  Indians  had  killed  one  man  there 
the  8th  inst.,  the  other  from  Penn's  Valley,  informing  me  that  they 
bad  killed  and  scalped  one  Jacob  Stanford,  his  Wife  and  two  Chil- 
der,  being  all  that  was  of  the  family — all  done  the  same  day.  Im- 
adiatly  after  the  receiving  this  news,  I  ordered  out  the  Seventh 
Glass  of  Gol>  John  Kellys  Battalion  to  march  into  Penn's  Vafleyi 
where  the  Sixth  Class  of  that  Battalion  was  before.  I  likewise  give 
Orders  for  Col^  Cookson  Longs  Sixth  and  Seventh  Classes  to  be  im- 
bodied,  and  to  scout  along  the  frontiers  untill  such  times  as  the 
Sixth  &  Seventh  CUsses  of  Col^  Murrys  Battalions  &  Col'  Hoster- 
mans  marches  up  towards  the  Great  Island,  to  cover  the  frontiers 
there. 

These  last  Classes  would  have  marched  before  this  time  only  for 
want  of  Provisions,  as  for  meat  there  is  Veiy  little  to  be  had  in  this 
County,  and  that  Verry  dear;  Bacon  sells  at  4f  6d  ^  pound,  and 
flower  at  three  pound  ten  shillings  ^  Hundred  w*.  I  have  ordered 
Bome  People  that  lives  nigh  the  Great  Island  to  preserve  Shad  and 
Barrel  them  up  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  that  will  be  stationed  there 
this  summer.  . 

Colonel  William  Cook  will  undertake  to  provide  Provisions  for 
ihe  Militia  of  this  County,  in  case  he  was  supplyed  with  Cash  at 
this  present  time,  as  he  would  go  to  some  other  County  to  purchase 
some  meat,  for  I  am  certain  it  will  be  Very  much  wanted,  in  case 
the  Savages  Commence  a  war  with  the  frontiers,  all  must  turn  out 
to  prevent  if  possible,  such  a  Crual  Enemy  from  makeing  inroads 
into  our  part  of  Ibe  Country.  We  are  scarce  of  Guns,  not  more 
than  one  half  of  the  Militia  is  provided  with  Arms,  and  a  number 
of  them  Very  Ordinary;  Our  Powder  is  Exceeding  Bad,  and  not  fit 
for  Rifles  in  any  shape. 
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And  as  for  flints  we  can  get  none  to  Bay ;  all  this  I  think  proper 
to  acquaint  Goanotl  with,  as  you  may  judge  of  oar  situation  at  pre- 
sent;  when  the  Savaees  is  Commiting  Hostilitjs. 
I  am;  #;  wiw  due  Respect; 

Your  most  Obedient  Humb*  Serv*. 

SAM'L  HUNTER;  Lieai 
Directedy 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'.;  President  of  the  Ho- 
norable the  Executive  Council,  Lancaster. 


Council  to  Libutbnants  op  County  of  Phii.ad'A;  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  May  14;  1778. 

By  the  returns  of  Militia  made  by  General  Lacey,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  first  class  of  the  Militia  of  the  county  of  PhUadelpbia 
nas  ever  joined  him;  this  has  occasioned  uneasiness  in  CooncO, 
lest  some  neglect  in  complying  with  the  orders  for  sending  oat  tho 
said  class  has  happened;  and  therefore  think  it  necessary  to  remmd 
you  of  that  order;  in  expectation  that  if  it  is  not  already  complied 
with;  no  further  time  will  be  lost — ^beside  the  sending  the  first  daa 
into  the  field,  it  is  recommended  in  the  strongest  terms  to  hold  foor 
classes  readv  for  an  emergency.  As  it  is  probable  that  Col*  Thompson 
may  be  on  his  way  to  Lancaster,  this  order  is  to  be  immediately  at' 
tended  to  by  the  Sub  Lieutenants  of  the  County. 

To  the  lieutenant  &  Sub  Lieutenants 
of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 


Deposition  oj  Col,  Febd'k  Watts  and  Sam'l  Henet,  1778. 

3uck8;  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Petoe 
lor  the  County  of  Boobi,  Coll.  Frederick  WatU  and  Saml  Hmyi 
and  beinff  quallified  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  &  sayeth;  that  oa 
the  first  day  of  May  Instant,  a  part  of  Gen^  Laoeys  Brigade  was  at- 
tacked by  a  number  of  the  Brittish  Army;  both  Horse  &  Foot;  thi 
dispute  was  sharp;  but  their  numbers  being  greatly  superior  obliged 
us  to  retreat.  Upon  our  return  the  same  day  to  the  plaoe  of  actioB, 
we  found  the  bodies  of  the  dead  usid  in  a  most  inhuman  &  barbar 
rous  manner;  the  field  in  which  some  of  the  men  fell  there  «as 
Buck  Wheat  Straw;  which  appeared  to  us  they  had  taken  &  set  fiie 
tO;  and  threw  the  men  intO;  whether  quite  .dead  or  not  we  canoot 
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telly  bat  when  found  burnt  to  that  degree  that  some  of  them  oonld 
not  be  known.  We  viewed  the  Corps  of  most  of  the  dead,  &  saw 
only  twO;  as  we  remember,  that  had  escaped  the  most  cmel  Barba- 
rity that  .had  ever  been  exercised  by  any  ciTilised  NMon;  nay.  Sa- 
vage barbarity  limits  utmost  exertion  of  cruelty  could  but  equal  it. 

FB'K  WATTS, 
SAM'L  HENKT. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  14th  ) 
day  of  May,  1778.       J 

And'w  Long. 


Dbpobition  01'  Thos.  Obavbn,  1778. 

Bneks,  sa. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justioes 
of  the  Peace  for  the  Oounty  of  Bucks,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl*, 
Thotnat  Oravan,  Inhabitant  of  the  township  of  Warminster,  Bucks 
County,  depoeeth  &  sayeth,  that  on  the  first  day  of  May,  after  the 
Bkirmidi  between  the  Brittish  and  Gen>  Laceys  People,  near  the 
Billet^  he  was  called  on  by  one  of  the  Brittish  Light  Horse  to  carry 
some  milch,  Ac.,  to  one  of  their  Wounded  Officers ;  when  he  came 
into  the  Field,  he  was  asked  by  a  Trooper  if  he  did  not  see  some 
fires  round  the  field,  to  which  he  said  he  did ;  the  Trooper  said  they 
were  men,  ft  that  their  own  Amunition  set  them  on  fire ;  after  the 
Brittish  left  the  Ground  he  went  again  into  the  field,  where  he  saw 
four  or  five  meqi  burnt  to  a  shocking  degree. 

THOS.  CRAVEN. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  15th  1 
day  of  May,  1778.        | 

And'w  Long. 


Deposition  op  Wm.  Stayner,  1778. 

Bucks,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Bucks.  Wm.  Stayner,  of  the  City  of  Philad%  and 
beiuff  quallified  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  &  sayeth,  that  several 
of  the  Brittish  Light  Infantry  informed  him,  this  Deponant,  that 
in  the  Engagement  with  Gen*  Lacey  on  the  first  of  May  inst.,  they 
Bayoneted  some  of  Gen'  Laceys  men,  after  they  had  surrendered 

*  See  Gen.  Laoey's  account  of  this  action,  on  page  470. 
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tbemteltiM  Friaoneni;  otfaeis  they  threw  into  heaps  ol  Bvokvlieat 
Slnw,  while  nliie,  and  barnt  them  to  death. 

•    WM.8TAYNBB. 
Sworn  befbre  me,  this  14th  1 
day  of  May,  1778.       J 

Andrew  Long. 


Deposition  of  Samubl  Erwin,  1778. 

Bucks  Co'y,  bs. 

The  Examination  of  Saml,  Erwiriy  upon  Oa&  before  me,  ADdiew 
.  Long,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  said  Co'y,  That  the  said  Depo- 
nent sayeth,  that  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1778,  after  the  btttli 
between  the  Militia^  under  the  Command  of  Gkn^  Laeey,  aad  the 
English,  he  the  Deponent  saw  a  smoak  in  one  of  his  Fiddi,  urf 
after  the  Enemy  had  retreated  went  ont  to  see  what  was  the  ooom 
thereof)  was  much  surprised  to  &id  ooe  of  the  Militia  men  Ijiog 
dead,  his  Clothes  burning  &  near  oonsumed,  whioh  had  boint  the 
Body  black ;  he  thinks  the  man  was  set  on  &re  bef(»e  he  was  dead, 
from  this  eirottmstance  that  his  anns  were  standiog  nearly  erect;  W 
further  sayeih,  he  saw  three  other  ^Bodies  in  Tho^.  GrnTana  FieU 
burnt  in  an  inhuman  manner,  &  furdier  saith  noU 

SAM'L  ERWIN. 
Bwom  betoe  me.  May  ) 
15th,  1778.  ; 

And'w  Long. 


Council  to  Chas.  Caldwell,  1778. 

Lancaster,  May  15, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  paid  to  the  order  of  Michael  Bowyer  the  busk' 
two  hundred  dollars^  the  reward  offered  by  Proclamation,  for  appre- 
hending you  for  trial.  I  am  ordered  by  Council  to  desire  that  yoo 
will  repay  that  Sum  into  the  Hands  of  the.  State  Treasurer,  andhj 
his  recep't  for  the  money  before  the  CounciL 

I  am  your  humble  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo'y. 
To  Mr.  Charles  Caldwell,  Chester  C^ 
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JosBPH  Ejrkbbids  vo  Pbesidbni  WhartoNi  1778. 

Bordentown,  15^  May,  1778. . 
Sir, 

.  I  acknowledjge  tbe  Beo*  of  the  Orders  of  tbe  HodV  Cenncil,  from 
the  Vice  President,  respeotmg  tbe  armes,  &  giving  notice  to  the 
Militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  &o.,  in  eonsequence  of  which 
I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  towards  Complying  therewith. 
I  Expect  my  Sub  Lieats.  have  done  the  necessary  on  their  part^ 
as  I  have  done  in'the  Battalion  Immediately  under  my  Care,  Except 
that  of  procaring  an  exact  State  of  the  Armes,  which  the  Enemy's 
late  Visit  an^ong  us  have  rendered  Impossible.  I  can,  perhaps, 
muster  50  or  60  in  this  Battalion,  chief  of  which  was  sent  from 
Bristol  into  Jersey  for  Safety ;  the  remainder  are  in  tbe  hands  of 
the  few  Militia  for  their  own  protection  against  the  Tories. 

I  hope  my  Sub  L**  will  furnish  a  more  Satisfactory  account  of  the 
arms  within  their  rei^>eotive  Battalions  as  well  as  those  now  Imploy'd 
at  Camp.  The  Enemy  having  lately  Burnt  two  Valuable  Bwellinj^ 
Houses  with  all  my  Out  Houses  of  Every  kind  &  sort,  &  a  great 
deal  of  Furniture,  Uteneils,  Corn,  Hay,  &c.,  &  Intirely  Dislodging 
my  Family,  is  the  Only  apoligy  I  can  offer  your  Excellency  for  my 
Impunctuality.  Notwithstanding,  I  can  say  with  Sincerity  I  had 
rather  Ioom  ten  soeh  Estates  than  be  snspeeted  to  be  unfriendly  to 
my  Country.  The  Only  pain  I  have  in  this  matter  is,  this  Injury 
has  most  Certainly  been  procured  to  be  done  me  by  the  malise  of 
my  neighbonr. 

I  have  Ordered  the  Sub  L**  to  pay  all  the  moneys  in  their  hands 
Immediately  into  the  Treasury,  which  I  hope  will  be  something 
Considerable. 

As  soon  as  I  can  Transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  more  particular 
State  of  the  Armes  H  shall  be  moet  Certainly  done. 
I  have  the  Hon' 

to  be  your  Excellency's 

most  BespeetAill  k  Obedient 
Hum*  Serv*, 

JO.  EIKEBBIDE. 
DireeUdj 

To  His  Excellency  Governor  Wharton  at  Lancaster. 
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John  Chambers  to  G.  Bryan,  1778. 

AUen  Town,  May  16%  1778. 
Sir, 

I  reoeiyed  Yonr's  of  the  28*^  Ul to.,  requesting  me  to  miket 
return  to  Council  of  all  public  arms  within  my  District  In 
obedience,  therefore,  I  have  made  the  strictest  enquiry  theraB,  tnd 
find  the  number  of  public  arms  within  my  District  to  be  about 
fourtien,  and  that  I  could  upon  an  emergiency  muster  about  one 
hundred  &  fourteen  arms  fit  for  serrice. 

I  haye  giyen  the  militia  notice  to  hold  themselyes  in  retdines 
according  to  your  request. 

If  any  former  Orders  were  sent  to  me  of  this  kind  I  neTer 
reoeiyed  them,  as  I  am  always  ready  &  willing  to  obey  any  Com- 
mands in  the  seryice  of  my  Country  and  for  the  good  of  the 
Common  well. 

I  remain  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed*  Sery*, 

JOHN  GHAHBBBS. 
Directed. 

To  His  Ezeellency  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vioe  President  of  t^ 
State  of  Pennsylyania,  at  Cmoaater. 


Hugh  Davison  to  Council,  1778. 

To  the  hon'ble,  the  President  and  Council  of  the  State  of  Fens- 

sylyania. 
Hon'ble  Gentlemen, 

You  were  pleased  to  appoint  me  to  act  as  a  sub  Lieutenant  of 
Bedford  County,  which  office  I  undertook  &  endeayoured  todisohaip 
with  Faithfulness  &  Dilligence,  according  to  my  knowledge  &  abilitj* 
But  notwithstanding  my  willingness  to  serye  the  County  &  Pubtioin 
any  Capacity  wherem  I  could  haye  the  Prospect  of  doing  good,  jet 
I  am  oblidged  to  consider  this  office  as  attended  with  such  ciioaiD- 
stances  with  Respect  to  me,  as  induces  me  to  beg  leaye  to  resign,  and 
that  you  would  appoint  some  proper  Person  to  the  Place,  who  mij 
peihaps  be  more  successful  in  it — I  find  that  I  cannot  attend  to  the 
Business  of  it,  without  great  injury  to  my  priyate  Business,  and 
gaining  the  ill  will  of  Numbers  round  me,  and  especially  that  I  have 
not  a  Prospect  of  doing  that  good  that  may  oyerbalance  or  equal  tba 
Trouble  &  ezpenoe  that  attends  it  cither  to  myself  or  the  Public   I 
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cannot  bnt  suggest  that  our  Board  has  been  too  weak  to  have  influenoe 
among  the  People  in  the  peculiar  Circumstances  of  this  County,  this 
maj  be  owing  to  the  appointment  of  some  Persons  to  it  who  were 
utterly  unacquainted  with  public  Business,  little  known  in  the  County, 
and  not  of  suJBGicient  public  ileputation  &  Influence  to  stand  against  that 
Beseotment  of  the  People  raised  CTcn  by  the  due  Exercise  of  their 
office,  (for  I  apprehend  that  officeis  ought  to  have  personal  influence 
as  well  as  legal  Power  or  else  Goyernment  will  be  weak)-— I  am  prone 
to  think  that  one  occasion  of  Uiis  may  have  arisen  from  hence,  that 
the  Gentlemen  in  &  near  Bedfbrd,  who  are  confessedly  best  acquainted 
with  public  Business  &  capable  of  managing  the  a&irs  of  the  County, 
have  on  account  of  their  former  opposition  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
State,  &  perhaps  on  account  of  some  wrong  Representations  concern- 
ing them,  been  kept  out  of  Places  of  Trusty  even  when  our  situation 
required  all  the  assistance  they  could  give.  I  think  it  not  strange 
that  it  should  be  so,  as  I  understand  they  have  been  represented  as 
nn&iendly  to  the  cause  of  Liberty  &  Enemies  to  the  State.  But  as 
I  am  fully  persuaded  that  such  Representations  are  false  &  malioiousi 
&  that  however  they  did  at  first  oppose  the  Constitution,  &  still  may 
desire  amendments  to  be  made  in  it,  in  a  proper  way,  they  are,  not 
only  from  the  urgent  necessity  of  our  oironmstanoes,  but  from  Licli- 
nation,  disposed  to  avoid  any  opposition  &  support  and  carry  on  the 
legal  authority  in  the  County,  I  would  therefore  pray  that  for  the 
good  of  the  County,  the  strengthening  of  Government  in  it,  and  the 
sake  of  Harmony  in  this  Part  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  may  please 
you  to  disallow  of  any  Representations  or  objections  against  their 
acting  in  any  Places  to  which  they  may  be  thought  fit  to  to  appointed, 
resting  assured  that  such  RepresentafcionB  are  not  only  a  great  injury 
to  them,  but  to  the  County,  which  at  this  Time,  so  much  needs  Uieir 
help. 

The  above  is  submitted  to  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Council 
by  their  willing  &  chearful  Servant  &  subject. 

HUGH  DAYISON. 

Little  Aughwiok;  May  15th,  1778.     .  ^ 


Sir, 


Col.  John  Pipke  to  Pebs't  Whaotoit,  1778;  • 

Bedford,  May  15th,  17T8. 


The  orders  of  Council  requireing  an  Exact  return  of  the  asms 
Belonging  to  this  State  are  in  our  Possession,  which  orders  I  would 
gladly  comply  with,  But  the  distressing  Situation  of  our  County  att 
present  renders  it  next  to  impossable  to  assertain  an  Exact  List  of 
all  the  arms  in  Possession  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  County,  But  as 
Vol.  VI,— 22 
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I  am  Bnfermed  there  are  hro  Hnndrei  Rifles,  and  one  Hmsdied 
mosketS;  Bat  as  soon  as  I  can  obtain  an  Exact  List  of  old  trmt  sbtll 
make  report  to  Gounoil,  the  orders  for  warsing  fonr  Classes  to  be  io 


ply'd  with  as  I  hare  great : 
third  the  men  In  oar  Gonntj  are  aetoAll  j  fled;  and  the  rest  who 
j^emain  >Te  Constantly  on  their  woteh  Tower,  and  In  dsyly  ex- 
pectation of  an  atack  from  Indians  or  torys,  who  seems  at  Prettst 
Tereynameras  and  dayly  Bnoreasing.  Thus  Sir,  I  have  given  t  short 
sketch  of  ottr  sitnaCiod  in  Hopes  y  Exeellanoy  will  Psxdoa  mj 
diffidancy  that  may  arise  firom  oar  destresod  Situation. 
I  am  Sir,  with 

greatest  respect  your 

most  obed^  Hu'ble  Serv^ 

JOHN  PIPER. 
Directed, 
On  Publiok  Business. 

The  Honoorabte  Thomas  Wh»ton;jan'r;  Esq.,  President  in  Coon- 
eiL  Lancaster. 


Col.  Jno*  Prootoe  to  Pass't  Whabton,  1778. 

Westmoreland  County,  May  y«  15th,  1778. 
Honred  Sir, 

I  reooaved  yonre  letter  by  Mr.  Hendry  and  3500,  Pounds  and  am 
Mutch  oblidged  to  you  /or  the  favor,  construction  on  tbe  blonder 
I  maid  in  my  last,  it  was  to  Pay  the  Militia.  I  intend  being  ^th 
CounoU  in  a  short  time  for  a  greater  suploy  of  Cash,  the  Militia 
aecoumpes  here  rises  to  upwards  Zi  Sevin  thousand  Pounds.  I  thank 
you  for  the  good  Nuse  you  gavue  me  of  a  traty  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  since  my  last  we  bad  a  smart  scrimape  with  the 
Indeans,  we  had  nine  men  Kild  and  sum  wounded,  four  of  the  enemj 
ware  Eiledi  our  Penle  warn  oblidged  to  quit  the  field  being  over 
Powered  by  a  supenor  number.  My  Compliments  to  CoL  MattoB, 
and  to  the  Glentlemen  of  my  aoquentance  in  Council. 
And  am  Sir, 

youre  ^ncere  and 

Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  PSOCTOB. 
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N.  B.  A  number  of  'torys  had  Ud  a  plot  to  destroy  the  fort  »t 
Pitsbarg  bat  were  deteoted  and  sum  of  the  Principal  men  are  taokia 
and  in  Confinement,  whilch  I  hope  will  be  Ezeouted  in  a  few  dayes. 

Dir&ited 

To'^His  Exelenoy  Thomas  Wharton^  jun'r,  Pres't* 


Pbjsbident  q;  Cokqaxjem  to  PKBSiDBifrT  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  15  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

Since  my  last  of  the  11th  Inst,  by  Post,  I  have  had  the  lienor  of 
presenting  to  Congress  your  Exoellencey's  favor  of  the  12tli. 

My  present  duty  is  to  convey  the  Inclosed  Act  of  Congreds  of  this 
state  for  discharging  from  restraint  the  Honorable  John  Penn  k 
Benja.  Chew,  Esquires,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  transmitted  to  those 
Gentlemen. 

I  ha*Te  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Regard,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  Servant. 

HEN&7  LAUEENS, 
PrMidoit  of  OongteM. 

Dirwtedj 

Ott  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  Lancaster. 


BeSOLUTION  07  CONQRBSS,  1778. 

In  Congress, 

May  16, 1778. 

Besolved, 

That  John  Penn' and  Benjamin  Chew,  esquires,  be  conveyed 
withont  deky  into  the  State  of  Pennsvlvania,  and  there  discharged 
firom  their  parole;  And  that  their  excellenoies  the  president  of  Penn- 
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sylvania  tod  the  Oorernor  of  New  Jersey  be  soyenlly  fiiniished  irith 
ft  oopy  of  this  acL 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CH A.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


RBSOLUnOHS  OP  COKORBSS,  1778. 

In  Congress. 

Friday,  May  15th,  1778. 
Besolred, 

Unanimously,  that  all  Military  Officers  commissioned  by  Congresi, 
who  now  sre  or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
and  shall  continue  therein  during  the  war  and  not  bold  any  office  of 
Profit  under  these  States,  or  any  of  them,  shall  after  the  condnsion 
of  the  war  be  entitled  to  receive  annually  for  the  Term  of  Seten 
Years,  if  they  live  so  long,  one  half  of  thepreaent  pay  of  swdi  offioen, 
provided  that  no  General  Officers  of  the  Cavalry,  Artillery  or  lo&Dtrj 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  the  one  half  part  of  the  pij  of 
a  Colonel  of  such  Corps  respectively,  and  provided  that  this  resolutkm 
shall  not  extend  to  any  officer  in  the  Service  of  the  united  States, 
unless  he  shall  have  taken  an  oath  of  Allegiance  to  and  shall  actoallj 
reside  within  some  one  of  the  united  States. 

Besolved, 

Unanimously,  that  every *non  commissioned  military  offioer,  sad 
Soldier  who  hath  inlisted  or  shall  inlist  into  the  Service  of  tbtfe 
States,  for  and  daring  the  war  and  shall  continue  therein  to  the  end 
thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  further  Reward  of  Eighty 
Dollars  at  the  Expiration  of  the  war. 

Extract  fr^m  the  minutes. 

GEO.  BOND,  for  Cha;  Thomson,  Seo'y. 
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Bemonbtrakob  and  Protest  ov  the  Prisoners  vsr 
Mason's  Lodge,  1777.* 

To  the  President  &  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  Bemonstranoe  &  Protest  of  the  Subscribers  Sheweth : 

That  your  Besolye  of  this  day  was  this  Afternoon  delivered  to  US| 
which  is  the  more  unexpected,  as  last  Evening  your  Secretary  in- 
formed us  you  had  referred  our  business  to  Oongress,  to  whom  we 
were  about  further  to  apply. 

In  this  resolve,  contrary  to  the  inherent  Rights  of  mankind;  you 
condemn  us  to  Banishment  unheard. 

You  determine  matters  concerning  us,  which  we  could  have  dis- 
proved, had  our  right  to  a  Hearing  been  granted.  The  charge  ags* 
us  of  refusing  **  to  promise  to  refrain  from  corresponding  with  the 
Enemy,''  insinuates  that  we  have  held  such  Correspondence^  which 
we  utterly  &  solemnly  deny. 

The  Tests  you  proposed  we  were  by  no  Law  bound  to  subscribei 
and  notwithstanding  our  refusing  them,  we  are  still  justly  &  lawfully 
entitled  to  all  the  Bights  of  Citizenship,  of  which  you  are  attempt- 
ing to  deprive  us. 

We  have  never  been  suffered  to  come  before  you  to  evince  on? 
Innocence,  &  remove  Suspicions  which  you  have  laboured  to  instil 
into  the  Minds  of  others,  &  at  the  same  time  know  to  be  groundless, 
altho'  Conmss  recommended  it  to  you  to  give  us  a  Hearing  7  and 
Tour  President  this  Morning  assured  two  of  our  Friends  we  should 
have  it. 

In  Vindication  of  our  Characters,  we,  who  are  of  the  People 
called  Quakers,  are  free  to  declare  that,  altho'  at  the  time  many  of 
our  Forefathers  were  convinced  of  the  Truth  which  we  their  descen- 
dants now  profess,  great  Fluctuations  &  various  changes  &  Turnings 
happened  in  Government,  &  they  were  greatly  vilified  &  persecuted, 
for  a  firm  &  steady  adherence  to  their  peaceable  &  inoffensive  Prin- 
ciples, yet  they  were  preserved  from  any  thing  tending  to  promote 
Insurrections,  Conspiracies,  or  the  shedding  of  Blood.  And  during 
the  Troubles  which,  by  Permission  of  divine  Providence,  have  lat- 
terly prevailed,  we  have  steadily  maintained  our  Beligious  Principles 
in  these  respects,  and  have  not  held  any  Correspondence  with  the 
oontending  Parties  as  is  unjustly  insinuated,  but  are  withheld  &  re- 
strained from  being  concerned  in  such  matters,  by  that  divine  Prin- 
ciple of  Grace  &  Tmfth,  whidh  we  profess  to  be  our  Bule  &  Guide 
thro'  Life :  this  is  of  more  Force  &  Obligation  than  all  the  Tests  & 
Declarations  devised  by  men. 

And  we  who  are  of  the  Church  of  England,  are  free  to  declare 

*  This  paper  was  not  discovered  in  time  to  be  taserted  in  Its  proper  place, 
in  Vol.  y.,  page  004,  having  been  found  aacDg  the  documents  of  1778. 
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to  youi  &  to  the  World,  that  we  never  have  at  any  time  da- 
ring  the  present  Oontroressyy  either  dlreolly  er  indireollyi  ^  com- 
''  mnnicated  any  Intelligenee  whatever  to  the  Commander  of  the 
'^  British  Forces,  or  any  other  Person  concerned  in  Pnblio  Affidn." 
And  with  the  same  Chearfalness  we  would  have  en^ged  not  to  hold 
any  such  Gorrespoadence  in  future,  had  not  the  R^iusition  been 
eoupliBd  with  ignominiova  &  illegal  BesttictloBa,  aafa^eedng  is  io  bo- 
come  Prisoners  within  the  Walls  of  our  own  Dwellingpy  &  tosamn- 
der  ourselves  to  the  President  &  Council  on  demand :  this  the 
clear  Consciousness  of  our  Innocence  absolutely  forbade  us  to  ao- 
cede  to. 

Upon-  the  whole,  your  Proceedings  have  been  so  arbitraiy  tbi 
Words  are  wanting  to  express  our  Sense  of  tbem^  wedothereioTe,4 
the  last  Offiod  we  expect  you  will  suffer  us  now  to  perform  for  the  be- 
nefit of  our  Coantry,  in  behalf  of  ourselves,  &  those  Freemen  of  Peoa- 
silvania  who  still  have  any  Begard  for  Liberty,  solemnly  remonatnte 
&  protest  against  your  whole  conduct  in  this  unreasonable  fixoees  of 
Power  exercised  by  you. 

Thafr  the  Uvil  &  deslaruotive  Spirit  of  Pride,  Ambition  &  tibi- 
iraxy  Power  with  which  you  have  been  actuated  may  cease  &  be  no 
more,  &  that  Peace  on  Earth,  &  Good  will  to  men  may  happily  take 
the  place  thereof,  in  your  &  all  men's  minds,  Is  the  sincere  desire  of 
your  oppressed  &  injured  FeUow-CitiaeBa. 

Mason's  Lodge,  Philad%  Septf  9tb,  1777. 
Thob.  Gtvptk,  Johk  Hurt, 

Cha.  Jertts,  Jams.  PBMBE»roir 

PaiNtAs  Bain>,  John  Fbkbbblv&s, 

Thos.  Apflkck,  Tho.  Wharton, 

William  DarvriT  Smith,  EdVd  PnnNaxoN, 

Thos.  Pikv,  Teos.  Coombb, 

Wm.  Smith,  Broker,  Hisnby  Dhinksr, 

Elijah  Brown,  Tbomas  Fishbb, 

Charlds  Eddy,  Sam'l  Plsasants, 

MiERs  Fisher,  Samxtsl  R.  FiSHBRy 

iSR.  PSMBEBTON,  OWEN  JONES,  JR. 


Petizioh  or  Pri6onsb,8  fbok  YiRaiNiA^  1778. 

To  tiie  President  A  CooQeU  of  Pennsp^lvania. 

We,  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Philadelphj»i 
having  been  there  airested  and  Banished  to  Winchester,  in  Yirginia} 
by  your  authority,  upon  groundless  suspicions,  without  any  Onenee 
being  laid  to  ouv  Charge,  and  being  now  brought  to  \hiB  plsee  bj 
your  Messengers^  after  a  Captivity  of  near  eight  noAthSi  think  it 
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eitf  Doij  to  apply  to  yoa  to  he  remstefeed  la  the  foU  Ei^jajm^at  •f 
that  liber^,  of  which  we  have  been  ao  long  deprived. 

We  axe  your  real  Frienda. 
HiERS  FisHXB,  Sam^l  Plsasants, 

Charles  Eddy,  Gha.  JertiSi 

IsR.  Pembertok,  Thomas  FisheR| 

Jams.  Pembertoh,  Thos.  Affleck, 

Edw'd  Penington,  Elijah  Browk, 

John  Pembebton,  Wm.  Smith,  Brokeri 

Tho.  Wharton,  Owen  Jones,  Jr., 

Henry  Drinker,  Samuel  B,  Fisher, 

Lancaster,  4th  mo.,  26tH,  1778.* 

^cZewftt^.— Pedtioa  of  the  Quaker  priaonei8» 


Robert  Galbraite  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

May  16, 1778. 
May  it  please  your  Ezoellency, 

The  Courts  at  Bedford,  Carlisle  and  York,  are  held  with  gieal 
regularity  aad  propriety,  and  more  business  done  in  the  sessions  in 
ft  week,  then  used  formerly  to  be  done  under  the  old  Constitution. 
It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  aequaint  vou  that  a  reconoiliation  is 
effeoted  in  Bedford  County,  between  the  Inhabitants,  who  for  some 
iSme  past  were  opposed  to  each  other  with  regard  to  the  Constitution 
and  political  sentiments.  The  matter  originated  between  Mr.  Smith 
and  myself,  and  our  endeavours  with  each  Party  had  the  desired 
effect.  Mr.  Woods,  Mr.  Smith  &  Mr.  Espy,  all  applied  at  the 
Court  for  admission  as  attomies,  and  were  by  the  Court  admitted 
accordingly ;  previous  to  which  tbejr  had  taken  the  Oath  of  allegi* 
ance,  and  gave  assurance  of  their  sincere  intentions  of  burying  all 
past  disputes  in  oblivion,  and  their  hearty  and  sincere  endeavours  to 
assist  government  and  its  Laws  and  Officers  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power.  The  Bench  and  Bar,  as  usual.  Dined  together  two  Days  of 
the  Court  Week,  and  transacted  business  with  great  unanimity.  I 
had  several  reasons  for  joining  with  them,  (for  I  would  inform,  the 
application  came  from  Mr.  Smith  to  me)  first,  because  a  returning 
penitent  ought  to  be  admitted,  and  because  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  do  a  ereat  deal  of  good  or  harm  3  they  were  old  settlers, 
acquainted  with  business,  still  had  the  confidence  of  a  number 
capable  of  giving  uneasiness  and  trouble,  notwithstanding  we  had 
brought  them  under  the  Law, ''  That  forced  prayers  are  not  good/' 
"  is  an  old  maxim,  and  convince  a  Man  against  his  will  and'' 

K  VUft  lAeuldhave  been  iasected  on  page  446,  ^^n^M. 
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'<  he'I  Ba  of  the  Bame  opinion  still/'  is  another  I  well  remember. 
The  applioation  ooming  from  them,  has  erery  mark  of  sincerity; 
their  getting  admitted  And  bearing  allegienoe  voliintarily,  &e*.,  is 
in  my  opinion,  not  onl^  a  snflSoient  acknowledgment  to  Bedford 
County,  but  the  state  in  general.  That  by  their  assistance  and 
advice  their  mouths  are  stopped  from  finding  fault,  the  present 
officers  eased  of  a  great  deal  of  the  Burthen  of  publick  business,  & 
the  Council  be  no  more  troubled  with  long  Epistles,  &o^.  For  had 
not  this  been  effected  at  last  Court,  there  would  We  been  a  number 
of  Repleyins  and  other  actions  commenced  against  the  preset 
officers  (that  whether  well  or  ill  founded)  would 've  done  more  harm 
than  good,  and  to  avoid  this  they  say  they  want  nothing  but  friend- 
ship, and  that  Justice  mapr  be  done  them.  As  I  look  upon  myself 
bound  to  do  every  thing  m  my  power  for  the  good  of  the  Cause  in 
general,  and  Bedford  County  in  particular,  I  would,  at  the  requess 
of  Mr.  Smith,  (for  I  believe  be  is  almost  tired  of  writing  to  CouncU 
himself)  mention  the  Situation  of  some  Townships  in  Bedford 
County  with  regard  to  Magistrates.  Geo^e  Woods,  Sam^  Davidson 
&  George  Funk,  were  elected  for  Bedford  Town,  and  returned  some 
time  ago.  Whether  it  would  be  proper  to  Commission  Mr.  Woods 
or  not,  as  he  is  admitted  an  attorney  at  Law,  I  leave  to  the  CooneQ 
to  determine ;  Mr.  Davidson  has  been  in  the  Commission  before, 
wad  made  a  eood  Magistrate ;  Georse  Funk  is  an  honest  Man,  and 
may  please  the  Germans;  William  Froctor,  junior,  was  in  Gomous- 
sion  before,  and  made  a  ffood  Magistrate ;  Wm.  Tod  came  to  Bed- 
ford County  to  live  shoruy  before  I  removed  to  Vork  County,  and 
therefore  cannot  say  mucn  of  him  from  my  own  knowledge,  bat  as 
he  has  been  elected  with  Mr.  Proctor  for  Bedford  Township,  nay 
do  very  well.  I  am  uneasy  concerning  Cumberland  Valley  Town- 
ship. Colonel  Charles  Cessna  and  Thomas  Coulter  are  the  two  fit- 
test Men  in  that  Township  for  the  Commiarion,  and  yet  these  two 
Men  have  not  been  upon  sood  Terms  these  several  years,  and  I 
imagine  have  had  seperate  elections  for  that  purpose.  I  should  be 
glad  the  Council  would  reconcile  matters  that  way.  Mr.  Coulter 
was  in  the  Commission  before,  and  made  a  good  magistrate.  The 
Council  may  receive  information  from  Colonel  Cessna,  as  I  ezpeet 
he  is  now  in  the  assembly. 

I  would  be  glad  Colonel  Matlack  would  send  me,  ^  first  safe 
epportanity,  a  Doien  Tavern  Licences, 
lam, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Tour  Ezcelley's  and  the  Councils 
most  obed!  humble  Serv% 

ROBERT  GALBRAITH. 
Direciedj 

His  Exoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Jur.,  Esq%  Laacastnr. 
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Charles  Pbttit  to  Pkbsibbnt  Wharton,  1778, 

Camp,  Valley  Forge,  16  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Ezoellenoy's  Letter  of  the  7th  Instant  came  to  my  Hands 
in  the  absence  of  General  Greene,  who  is  on  a  tour  to  Fbhkill.  I 
am  not  insensible  of  the  Jastice  of  the  Complaint  yon  mention,  re- 
specting •  the  payment  of  Waggon  hire.  The  AppUcations  I  daily 
receive  have  fully  convinoed  me  that  this  Complaint  is  not  only  too 
well  founded,  but  that  it  might  be  extended  with  equal  Justice  to 
many  other  Particulars.  We  have  therefore,  with  unabated  Atten* 
tion,  endeavored  to  remedy  this  Mischief,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  the 
People,  who  are  the  immediate  sufferers,  as  with  a  view  to  bcilitate 
the  Publick  Service ;  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that 
our  endeavours  have  been  so  far  successful,  that  I  have  good  Reason 
to  believe  the  like  Complaints  will  not  arise  in  future.  It  was  some 
time  after  we  came  into  the  Department  that  we  obtained  our  first 
supply  of  Cash;  we  were  therefore  obliged,  for  a  time,  to  encounter 
the  Difficulties  that  Opposed  us  with  the  Shattered  Remains  of 
Credit.  But  we  are  now  poasessed  of  more  ample  Funds ;  sufficient^ 
we  hope,  to  pay  all  our  Current  Contracts,  and  to  clear  off  the  inoum^- 
berances  which  have  arisen  since  our  Commencement,  which  was  the 
2d  of  March  last.  Many  Debts,  I  know,  are  due  on  former  Contracts, 
and  we  have  warmly  solicited  Congress  to  have  them  discharged; 
but  as  we  are  not  authorised  to  intermeddle  with  them,  I  cannot  at 
present  say  when  or  how  they  will  be  settled.  Ton  may  be  assured 
however  that  nothing  on  our  Part  shall  be  Wanting  to  render  the 
Public  service  as  little  inconvenient  as  possible  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Country. 

The  necessary  Transportation  of  Stores  and  Forage  is  so  great  that 
we  wish  to  improve  the  little  water  Carriage  left  in  our  Pow^  to  th$ 
best  Advantage.  For  this  End  we  have  got  a  number  of  Boats  now 
in  use  on  Schuylkill,  which  answer  the  purpose  very  well  when  the 
River  is  prettv  full,  but  it  is  now  so  low  that  the  Navigation,  at  many 
passes,  ifl  much  obstructed.  Major  Eyre  has  surveyed  the  River  from 
Reading  hither,  and  informs  me  that  it  may,  without  difficulty,  be 
rendered  navigable  through  the  summer  season  for  the  Boats  lately 
constructed,  which  are  ca^ulated  to  draw  but  litde  water  in  Propor- 
tion to  the  Burden  they  carry.  This  necessary  work,  though,  it  would 
be  beneficial  to  the  United  6tatos  for  a  short,  perhaps  a  very  short 
3^me  only,  would  produce  lasting  advantages  to  the  Commerce  of  this 
State;  I  am  therefore  induced  to  hope  the  Government  will  improve 
so  favourable  an  opportunity  of  serving  the  common  cause,  and  at 
the  same  time  so  essentiallv  promotiuff  the  interests  of  the  State. 
I  am  farther  induced  to  make  this  Apj^ioation  toyou  from  the  Im- 
practicability of  engaging  a  sufficient  nuinber  of  Hands  through  any 
other  Channel  to  effect  the  Business  with  the  necessary  Bzp^ition. 

22* 
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The  River  is  now  low,  and  if  a  number  of  the  people  of  the  Country 
bordering  on  the  Biver,  ooald  be  aBsembled  at  each  of  the  pueeB 
nearest  to  their  respective  Habitations,  the  work  might  be  oompletod 
in  a  verj  few  Days.  Major  Ejre,  who  was  with  me  jesterdij,  vill 
Wait  on  yon  in  a  Day  or  two,  and  will  explain  the  Matter  to  jou 
more  fnlly.  As  it  will  be  of  great  Importance  ia  the  Pablick  to 
have  this  Easiness  speedily  effected,  I  most  beg  yonr  early  Atteiltioa 
to  it,  whether  the  £xpence  is  eventually  to  be  borne  by  this  Sute 
in  particular  or  by  the  United  States,  as  in  either  case  the  hJA  of 
the  civil  Government  will  be  necessary.  Major  Eyre  inConu  m 
the  Expence  will  not  probably  exceed  two  thousand  Pounds.  The  in* 
olosed  Paper  ountains  a  Copy  of  his  return  of  the  Depth  of  Witer, 
and  Bemarks  on  the  Different  Passes  that  want  Improvement* 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 
With  great  Bespect; 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  very  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PETTTP, 
A.  Q.  M.  Gcnl 
JDireciedf 
On  publiok  service. 

For  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq%  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Names  of  the  Ford$  on  SckuylkiU. 


Miles  tmm  Beading. 

Kern's  Ford, 
Frederick  Micket's  Ford 
Henry  Bingman's    Do., 
Stock  Falls, 
2  Callopey  Stream, 
Lewis's  Ferry, 
Cow  and  Calf,      . 

6  Lewis's  falLi, 

7  Postion,  Murry  Island, 
Leonard  Lappoe's  shoals, 

8  Green  tree  ford,  . 

9  Baichel  Shoals,    . 

'  11  Jacob  Hewit's  Ford, 
14  Campbell's  Ford, 


Depth  of  Water. 
9  Inches. 
12  Inches. 
15  Inches, 
from  10  to  15,  Bockey. 
18,  Bockey. 
12  to  15,  Very  Bockey. 

12  Inches. 
5  to  7,  Long  and  Bockey. 
10, 15  Inches. 
8,12. 
5,6. 
8,12. 
8. 
6,7. 


f  Gee  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  490. 
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Miles  fiom  Reading. 

15  David  I^vis's  Ford,     . 
17  White  Horse  ford,  Qerlin%  . 
Abraham  Waoffgert'a  Ford; 
21  Jacob  Floyd's  Ford,    . 

23  Pott's  grove  ford, 

24  Mr.  BaicheU's,     . 

26  '<        <'         Potto's  Dam, 

27  Bombohook  Ford, 

29  John  Heisler's  Ford,    . 

80  Daniel  Matt's  shoals,    . 

81  Edw.  Barker's  Ford,    . 
81i  Barker's  shoals, 

83  Geo.  Boss's  Fishdam,  . 
34}  Erasmus  Laver's  Shoals, 
85-6  Frederick  Sower's  shoals,     . 
85}  Lawrence  Hippie's  Ford, 
37  Ming's  Island,     . 
88  Adam  Hallman's  long  shoals, 

Black  rock, 
40  John  Bnckwalter's  Fishdam, 

43  Gordon's  Ford,    . 

44  Moore  Hall, 

45  Richardson's  Ford, 
45}  Pennjpaoker's,    . 
46}  Pawlings's  ford, 

49  Sullivan's  Bridge, 


D^b  of  Water. 

12! 
16. 
14. 
12. 

6. 

5. 

6. 
12. 
10. 

6,  Small  Rooks. 

6,7. 
12. 

6,  Rockey. 

6,    Do. 

6,10. 

8, 10,  Level  Bottom. 

7  12. 

4  to  20  feet 

6, 15  Inches. 

7, 15,  French  Creek. 

9, 10  Inches. 

7, 13,  Rockey. 

7, 12,  Fishdam. 

7, 12.  Stoney. 

8, 12,  Stoney. 


Council  to  Board  op  War,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  May  16th,  1778. 

Gendemen, 

By  letters  from  Cumberland  County,  it  appears  that  several  per- 
sons have  been  kilbd  by  the  Indiana  very  lately  on  the  Bald  Eagle 
oreek,  and  in  Peans  Valley,  and  that  the  people  on  the  frontiers  are 
in  great  distress  for  want  of  arms  and  ammunition.  John  Carothers, 
Esq',  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Cumberland,  has  informed  Council 
of  an  application  made  by  him  to  your  board  for  a  supply  of  rifles 
and  ammunition,  to  which,  on  the  12th  instant  he  had  not  received 
an  answer.  The  importance  of  this  application  induces  the  Coondl 
to  request  your  attention  to  it,  as  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  State 
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to  afford  iheM  people  an  immediate  supply  of  Tifle8»  wUolt  m  Um 
only  arms  upon  whioh  they  can  depend. 
I  am  Gentlemen^ 
with  nnch  respect, 
your  Tery  humble  servant 

G.  B.    Vice  President. 
Directed.— To  Hon"*  Board  of  War,  at  York  Town. 


GoL.  Jambs  Pottbr  to  Maj.  Obk.  Armstboko,  1778. 

Uper  fort,  penns  Valley,  May  17th,  1778. 
D'  Sir, 

Our  Savige  Enemys  contenue  to  murder  and  Scalp  and  CapUvei. 
I  am  informed  by  Col«  Lonff^  that  on  the  Eleventh  Instant  there  was 
a  few  famloys  Coming  to  Looomon,  ascorted  bv  a  party  under  the 
Command  of  Col.  Hoisterman,  the  were  attacked  by  12  iDdinnes 
who  Killed  six  of  them  and  six  more  Was  a  missing  slout  the  same 
time,  there  was  three  men  Killed  at  Loyalsack.  He  furder  Informa 
that  some  time  ago  there  wtis  twenty  persons  Killed  on  the  N(nih 
Branch,  and  one  Taken  presner  Who  has  made  his  escape,  and  sajiy 
that  the  Indians  are  detarmined  to  Clear  the  two  Branches  of  Sm- 
quhanah  this  moon.  If  there  not  somthing  dun  to  put  a  stop  to  theM 
murders  soon,  this  Cuntrey  will  be  entierly  given  up  to  the  saviges. 
We  have  two  forts  in  this  Valley  and  are  detarmined  to  stand  as  long 
as  we  are  supported,  But  if  we  have  not  men  sent  to  assist  us,  we 
are  too  few  in  number  to  make  a  st^nd ;  the  Barer  Major  Mjles  is 
going  to  the  Lieutenants  of  your  County  appleying  for  some  men,  if 
he  Cannot  obtain  them,  he  will  go  to  the  Counoal ;  if  he  has  to 
go,  I  request  the  favour  of  yoo  to  write  by  him  to  the  Counoal,  Be- 
questiug  a  suply  of  men  for  this  pleace,  the  sercumstanoes  of  bis 
Countrey  ii  truely  Lementable,  I  want,  for  words  to  DMcribe  it  to 
on,  the  people  are  many  of  them  Very  pore,  and  Bread  at  such  a 
igh  price,  god  Knows  what  the  Consequances  will  be. 
I  am  D'  Sir, 
with  Esteem 

your  most  obedient 
Humble  Servant 

JAS.  POTTER. 
P.  S.  I  would  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  write  me  you 
sentiments  in  Regard  of  the  timcte. 
DinUed, 

To  The  HoDorble  Migor  Genenl  Armstrong,  Oaclide;  by  M^oi 
Myles. 


J 
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Col.  Jambs  Pottbb  to  Lt.  Col.  Stbwaet,  1778. 

Uper  fort  penns  Valley,  May  17th,  1778. 
D'  Sir, 

The  Boarer  Major  Myles  gos  to  yon  to  appley  for  men  to  Releve 
Cap*  BcU,  I  need  not  inform  yon  that  Keeping  the  strengths  in^the 
fmnteer  parts  is  the  aeoond  best  menans  under  providanoe  of 
securing  the  Interionr  parts  of  the  Goontrey,  and  it  has  been  well 
Known  in  the  other  warr  that  when  those  who  were  the  fmnteers, 
ipve  way,  the  more  interer  parts  Ren  with  them.  I  Request  the 
Sivonr  of  yon  to  send  the  Relefe  in  time  so  as  we  may  not  be  left 
without  men,  there  is  no  way  of  stopping  the  seveges  but  by  Garring 
war.  into  ther  Coontrey. 

I  am  B'  Sir,  your  most 

Hon'ble  Servant 

JAS.  POTTER. 
IHrectedf 
To  Lieut-  Col.  George  Stewart,  Tuakorora. 
^favour  of) 
Major  Myles.  / 


Statb  Natt  Board  to  Prssidbht  Wharton,  1778. 

Sir, 

As  soon  as  the  Board  reo'  your  Ezoellenoys  Letter  by  Cap* 
Blewer,  we  gave  notioe  to  the  Offioers  that  they  were  to  be  dis« 
oharged  exoept  15  or  20.  They  thought  it  hard,  and  sent  us  the 
inclosed  Petition,  and  drew  up  a  Remonstranoe  to  your  Exoellency 
and  Council,  and  have  deputed  the  Commodore,  Cap'  Houston,  and 
Gap^  Brown,  to  wait  on  you.  The  men  were  uneasy  on  being  sent 
npj  and  a  spreat  many  has  ron  since  they  had  notice.  The  Stewards, 
Gunners,  &  Boatswains  we  have  discharged.  The  rest  of  the  men 
sots  off  this  Day.  We  sent  off  Mr.  Thompsons  Letter  for  Waggons 
the  Day.  we  reo'  it,  but  never  received  a  Waggon  till  yesterday. 

The  Oalleys  are  all  sunk,  but  can  be  raised  veiy  easyly.  The 
Briff  &  Shallops  are  also  easilv  got  up,  and  the  Enemy  has  douQ 
BO  damage  to  any  one  Vessel  belonging  to  the  State.  The  Stores 
are  all  moved  off  ^  some  Six  miles,  some  Eight  miles,  &c.,  and  some 
at  Pitts  Town.  The  situation  of  the  Vessels  Cap^  Houston  can  in- 
form you  particularly, 
lam 

your  Exoelleni^s 

most  H"*  ServS 

W-  BRADFORD. 

Trenton,  May  18,  1778. 
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Council  to  Assbmbly,  1778. 

Lanoafiter,  Maj  18ih^  1778. 
GentlemtDf 

Qounoil  think  it  their  duty  to  lay  before  yon  some  matten  vUch 
seem  to  be  deserving  of  Legislative  attention. 

The  Constitution  direots  that  Justices  of  the  peaoe  be  elected  by 
the  freeholders,  unless  any  district  incline  to  change  the  mode.  No 
standing  law  for  regulating  these  Elections  is  provided,  &  tlkho'  it 
would  seem  that  by  the  20^  Article  of  cap  2|  the  Council  might  mpply 
every  vacancy  happening  by  death,  resiffnation,  or  oihenoiMe  in  the 
Justices,  as  in  other  cases,  yet  is  the  spint  of  the  30^  Article  heiebj 
infringed. 

The  Waggon  Laws,  as  is  common  with  new  regulations,  upon 
Trial,  are  found  in  some  respects  deficient.  On  this  subject  CouMil 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  Mr.  Young,  Waggon-master  of  the  State.  Tke 
arrearages  due  by  Gen^  Mifflin,  late  Qr  M'  General,  having  long  been 
like  a  £rag  on  the  service,  has  been  the  subject  of  our  remonstnnott 
to  Congress,  to  General  Mifflin  &  his  deputy  here,  ft  lately  to  6a* 
Green.  Without  removing  this  difficulty,  this  service  will  be  ill 
performed. 

Perhaps  Assembly  will  be  of  opinion  that  by  the  9Ui  Article, 
Capt.  5*^,  of  the  Constitution,  Negroes  &  Mubttoes,  as  other  men, 
are  triable  only  by  a  Jury  of  the  Countrv.  It  has  been  enquired 
lately  of  the  secretary  if  a  Commission  for  Trial  of  these  people 
could  issue.  The  former  mode  required  attendance  needlees  in 
Courts ;  the  fees,  sometimes  payable  by  innocent  masters,  were 
double  the  fees  in  the  Quarter  Sessions ;  and  the  mode  was  repio* 
bated  as  contrary  to  the  common  Law,  &  as  thereby  of  ill  example. 
It  may  be  observed  that  in  case  these  people  be  referred  for  IVial 
to  the  Courts  of  Oyer  &  Terminer,  &  Quarter  Sessions,  the  Court  or 
Jury  should  be  enabled  to  value  Criminal  Slaves  condemned  capi- 
tally, in  order  to  indemnify  their  Owners.  It  might  also  deserve 
consideration  whether  the  master  ought  in  any  case  to  pay  Costs  of 
prosecution,  because  experience  prooves  that  Negroe  Servants  m 
with  difficulty  brought  to  Justice  because  of  the  expense  heiebj 
brought  upon  their  Owners. 

The  Admiralty  Jurisdiction  is  not  ascertained,  so  as  to  admit  of 
the  appointment  of  a  Judge  of  Admiralty.  Nor  is  the  duty  of  > 
port  officer  set  forth.  These,  it  is  hoped,  will  become  neoenuy 
before  long.    A  Court  of  Errors,  &  for  Appeals  should  be  erected. 

It  seems  expedient  that  provision  be  made  for  the  great  expepoe 
of  the  Attorney  General  in  attending  the  Gkml  deliveries  of  oapitel 
offenders,  &  the  prosecutions  in  the  sessions  of  the  peaoe.  It  D«y 
be  remarked,  that  as  very  little  Common  pleas  business  is  done  in 
any,  none  in  the  Courts  of  most  advantage  in  peaceable  times  to  the 
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Lawyers,  aasistanoe  of  ibis  nature  is  more  necessary  at  present 
Oonneil  fear  emfaarrasment  on  this  subject  should  iL  be  deferred. 

A  resolve  of  Congress,  dated  Ap'  23',  1778,  recommending  an 
offer  of  pardon,  under  proper  restrictions  to  such  persons  as  may  have 
[joined  the  Enemy,  provided  they  surrender  themselves  before  the 
30th  day  of  June  next,  another  of  May  1st,  recommending  the 
Exemption  from  Militia  duty  of  Manufacturers  of  military  stores ; 
&  third,  dated  May  8tb,  concerning  the  Measures  taken  to  defend 
tiie  Western  Counties;  are  hereby  laid  before  the  House. 


Jambs  Yotjkg  to  Hon.  Georoe  Brtan,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  just  now  re- 
ceived from  M'  Pettit,  Assistant  Quarter  Master  General,  that  you 
may  judge  of  the  great  importance  of  getting  out  the  Waggons  in 
this  State,  Also  a  circular  letter  which  I  send  to  the  WaggonMaster 
of  Chester  County;  after  you  have  perused  it  I  beg  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  seal  &  give  to  the  express  the  bearer  hereof,  to  proceed 
with  it ;  you  will  Uiere  see  my  reasons  for  the  immediate  impressing 
the  Waggons,  if  the  Hon^*«  Council  are  of  opinion  I  have  gone  too 
far  I  beg  you  will  inform  me,  for  the  Law  impowers  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  Cause  impressing  Waggons,  I  make  no  doubt  you  will 
urge  M'  Bayley,  the  Waggon  Master  of  Lancaster,  to  get  his  Quota 
out,  notwithstanding  the  many  inoonveniencys  he  meets  with,  as  a 
Grand  Push  is  now  absolutely  neoessery,  hoping  you  will  excuse  me 
for  these  remarks, 
I  am 

Sir,  with  due  respect, 

your  most  Obed^  &  very  humble  Serv*, 
JA-  YOUNG,  W.  M.  G.  S.  P. 
Beading,  IS*"  May,  1778. 

Directed^ 
The  Honerable  George  Bryan  Esq'. 
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CoMM*RS  OP  Berks  Co.  to  Secretary  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

Eeadiag,Mayl8^1778. 
Sir, 

Your  (Circular)  Letter  of  the  7tli  lustant^  bj  order  of  CoqdcO, 
oame  to  hand  last  Saturday,  on  receipt  of  which  we  have  this  Dtj 
convened  together,  and  in  answer  thereto  inform  you  that  a  Tu  (U 
five  Shillings  ia  the  pound,  granted  by  Assembly  last  Winter,  is 
already  Assessed  and  laid,  and  precepts  issued  out  for  Collecting  tbe 
whole  thereof  aeainst  the  first  day  of  July  nezt^  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  seven  thousand  pounds. 

For  the  want  of  the  Laws  being  regularly  sent  to  us,  which  we 
request  may  be,  and  the  unwillingness  of  persons  to  act  in  th(»r 
respective  Offices,  has  caused  us  not  to  be  so  forward  as  we  willinglj 
wish'd  to  be.  We  were  under  the  necessity  of  levying  the  Fines  on 
several  Collectors  who  refused  to  Act,  WJbich  Fines  by  the  said  Act, 
in  our  Opinion,  are  too  trivial ;  But  we  observe  in  the  last  Act  we 
find  them  encreased,  which  we  look  on  to  be  absolutely  neoessarvm 
order  to  force  them  to  their  duty.  As  to  the  last  Act  for  nusiog 
the  Sum  of  £16,544.  14.  2.  the  quota  for  this  County  is  just  laid 
before  us  by  Henry  Christ,  Bsq'.  As  the  mode  for  levying  the  stm; 
is  quite  new,  we  are  somewhat  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed,  still  an 
determined  to  enforce  the  same  according  to  the  best  of  our  JQ<lg- 
ments  and  Abilities,  as  we  ha^e  the  public  Cause  of  America  maelt 
at  Heart.  / 

At  present  we  cannot  observe  wherein  the  interposition  of  Legis- 
lature is  requisite,  if  we  may  hereafber,  shall  not  be  negligent  in 
giving  Council  Intelligeooe  th^eof. 
We  are  with  great  regard, 
Sir, 
your  most  obcd'  hble  Servants, 
CHRISTIAN  LANNER? 
JOHN  KERLIN. 
PBTRO  FIDLER.  f 

Directed^ 
(On  publick  Service.) 
To  .Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  nt  Lancaster. 
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Bkkjamin  Fbanklin  and  John  Adams  to  mtts, 

1778. 

Paris,  May  18%  1778. 
Gentlemen: 

Certain  intelligenoe  having  been  reeeiv'd  that  Eleven  British  Ships 
of  War,  (Yi&y  one  of  90  Guns,  nino  of  74,  and  one  of  64  Gnns)  are 
in  the  Boad  of  S*  Hellens,  near  Portsmonth,  bonnd  for  North  Amer- 
ioa,  ft  the  United  States  being  in  alliance  with  France,  Yon  are 
requested  as  speedily  as  possible  to  Convey  this  information  to  the 
Commanders  of  any  French  Fleet  or  Ships  of  War  in  America,  by 
sending  them  this  Letter,  and  also  to  Publish  the  Contents  of  it  in 
all  dm  Continental  News  Papers. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient  Hum^  Serv% 
B.  FKANKLIN. 
JOHN  ADAMS. 
A  true  Copy. 

Attest— John  Avery,  D'y  Sec'y  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay. 


Col.  Josbph  Potter  to  Prbsidbnt  of  Council,  1778. 

Camp,  near  Cross  Boads^  May  18th,  1778. 
Sir, 

On  my  coming  to  this  Country,  I  was  surprised  to  find  the  number 
of  Militia  so  small  as  it  is ;  so  small  that  I  can  do  little  with  them. 
We  have  taken  up  a  number  of  Market  People,  and  when  it  appears 
tiiey  are  not  able  to  pay  Fines,  we  whip  them  and  send  them  off.  I 
have  no  Horsemen,  and  without  them  there  is  no  safety  for  the 
Troops.  I  must  employ  four  or  five.  I  would  request  the  favour  of 
Council  to  allow  of  a  Troop  being  raised,  was  it  not  my  opinion  that 
the  Enemy  are  about  to  leave  us ;  All  accounts  agree  that  they  are 
about  to  depart.  I  have  sent  you  inclosed)  the  Copy  of  five  deposi- 
tions,* which  will  show  you  the  cruelty  and  barbarity  of  those  merci- 
ful ft  humane  Brittons. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  EzceU'ys  Most 
Obed«  Humble  ServS 

JA-  POTTER. 

*  Depositions  not  found— unless  those  on  p.  600  &o.  are  a  part  of  them. 
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Council  to  CoLOinBL  Jacob  Mcksan,  1778. 

Lanouter,  18»  Hay,  1778. 

Coanoil  having  direoted  some  Arms  to  be  sent  from  ^ortiiampton 
io  joar  Care,  It  m  neoessary  that  the  intent  thereof  be  explttoed. 

It  was  to  Ittmish  the  Lieu*  of  Northumberland,  Sanuiel  Haater, 
Ssqake,  with  some  Rifle  Gnus  wbieh  iaj  in  the  hands  of  M'  Tjler. 
As  these  were  only  81  in  nnmber,  it  was  thought  expedient,  in  order 
to  make  up  a  load^  &  at  the  same  time  place  within  your  mAn 
farther  supply  of  Arms  for  the  Militia^  to  direct,  thai  by  the  bom 
Waggon  atKiut  70  Musqnetts  should  be  also  forwarded. 

But  as  the  danger  of  Indian  incursions,  &  the  inforiaied  state  «f 
Northumberland  has  induced  Council  t^  mid  70  rifles  more  from 
bence^  being  all  at  present  to  be  had,  &  to  add  some  musqnetts,  u 
proper  enough  to  defend  houses  &  stockadeS|  I  hereby  request  yn. 
may  send  about  100  fire-arms  (including  the  rifles)  of  such  as  yon 
may  receive  from  M'  Tyler,  as  set  forth  above,  to  the  care  of  Col. 
Oibbon,  at  Harris's  Ferry,  for  the  use  of  the  Northumberland  Hilita. 
H'  Gibbon  will  have  inatructions  conoerning  them. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Indorsed 

To  Col°  Jacob  Morgan,  Lieu*  of  Berks  County. 


Council  to  Gbk.  Washington,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  May  18, 1778. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellencys  letter  of  the  14th  instant*  has  been  read  in 
Council.  The  mistake  respecting  the  Arms,  which  you  mentioD; 
has  probably  been  made  by  Lieu*.  Col*  Bayard,  in  supposing  the 
Bayonets  to  have  been  Continental  property,  when  they  really  be- 
long to  this  State ;  and  as  to  CoP  Bayard's  having  procured  them  ^ 
be  made,  we  can  only  say  that  we  are  not  informed  of  any  thing  of 
this  kind.  It  is  said  that  he  has  exerted  himself  in  pressing  the  work- 
men to  forward  the  Belts,  Scabbords,  &o.,  which  does  him  credit, 
and  far  from  wishing  to  lessen  him,  we  are  glad  of  every  opportunity 
to  commend  industry  and  attention  to  publick  business,  as  in  tbe 
present  case. 

The  expectation  of  a  call  for  a  large  number  of  Militia  induced  i 
hesitation  in  sending  these  arms  to  Camp.  This  was  the  more  reft- 
BOQjd>le|  as  no  application  was  made  for  them  by  order  of  year  Ex* 

f  flee  page  198. 
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oellency)  and  it  will,  undoubtedly,  be  attended  with  inoonvenienoy, 
and  probably  creat  loos  to  this  State,  to  leceive  arms  marked  with 
the  ContinentfJ  brand  in  lieu  of  those  marked  with  the  State  brand, 
besides  the  improbability  of  onr  reeeiving  in  ezehange  arms  equally 
good  with  those  now  requested  of  us.  The  oonfidenoa  we  have  in 
the  propriety  of  your  orders  has  induced  this  Council,  on  all  occa- 
sions, to  exert  every  power  we  possess  to  comply  with  your  demandS| 
and  this  confidence  induces  us  now  to  give  orders  for  sending  the  arms 
forward  agreeable  to  your  request.  The  attack  made  by  the  Indians  on 
the  frontier,  has  occasioned  a  demand  for  more  rifles  that  we  have  at 
present  fit  for  service,  and  we  have  received  from  Wm.  Henry,  Esq**, 
118  rifles  belongiug  to  the  Oontineni^  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Hxlitia. 


CouKciL  TO  President  op  Cokgbsss,  1778. 

In  Council^  Lancaster,  May  18, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Gol^  Sam'l  Hunter,  Lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  will  represent  to  you  the  state  of 
that  county.  Thomas  Hewitt,  Esqr.^  of  that  county,  is  come  down 
to  procure  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  and  is  the  bearer  of  this  letter. 
We  have  procured  about  one  hundred  and  twelve  Rifles  from  Wm. 
Henry.  Esqr.,  in  exchange  for  Muskets  and  Bayonets,  compleated, 
fitted,  oeloDging  to  this  Stete,  which,  with  about  two  hundred  others, 
his  Excellency  Gen>  Washington  has  requested  for  his  army.  These 
rifles  will  be  forwarded  to  Cumberland  &  Northumberland,  with 
about  thirty  others  ordered  from  Northampton.  Ammunition  and 
Provisions  we  expect  will  be  furnished  by  the  Board  of  War,  under  the 
direction  of  Congress.  The  exertions  of  Col.  Hunter,  in  calling  out 
the  Militia  mentioned  in  his  letter,  appears  to  have  been  necessary 
and  proper,  and  we  hope  will  meet  the  approbation  of  Congress. 

Your  fisivour  of  the  15th  instant,  and  the  resolve  of  Congress  of 
the  same  date,  enclosed  thereiQ,  dischai^ing  John  Penn  &  Benjamin 
Ohew,  Esquires,  have  been  read  in  Council.*  We  are  wholly  at  a 
loss  to  know  why  they  have  been  discharged  in  this  manner,  rather 
than  according  to  the  request  of  this  Council  some  time  ago.  The 
respect  we  have  for  the  determinations  of  Congress,  induces  us  to 
suppose  that  there  may  be  good  and  sufficient  reasons  f<ar  it. 

•  8eepiige(07. 
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Samuel  Plbasaots  to  Timothy  Matlack,  1778. 

Philad.,  5th  mo.,  18th,  1778. 
Resp*  Friend, 

Having  heard  nothing  of  our  Baggage  aince  we  left  Lancastfir,* 
I  take  the  liberty  to  request  thou  will  please  let  me  know,  as  sooo 
aa  possible,  whether  the  Waggon  is  come  to  that  Borough,  k  when 
we  may  expect  it  will  reach  Jessej  Oeorges,  where  thou  was  kiod 
enough  to  say  our  Baggage  shou'd  be  forwarded,  immediately  on  iU 
getting  to  Lancaster.  My  Wife  and  her  Companions  having  sent 
to  Qeneral  Washington  for  a  pass  into  the  City,  he  was  so  oUigiDg 
as  to  send  one  for  us,  after  which  we  reached  home  on  the  30th  nit, 
without  any  interruption.  As  it  wou'd  be  much  more  oonvenieDtto 
US,  if  our  Baggage  cou'd  be  sent  Immediately  into  the  City,  we  shoa'd 
be  much  obliged  to  thee  to  obtain  a  Pass  from  Oen'l  Washington 
for  that  purpose,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  Would  readily  grant  it 
I  am,  BespectfuUy, 

Thy  Friend, 

SAM'L  PLEASANTS. 
Directed, 
To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  in  Lancaster. 


Coxjjxcih  TO  Pabsidbitt  of  Gongsbss,  1778. 

Lanoaster,  19th  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvuis* 
havinff  received  accounts  of  attacks  being  made  by  the  IndiaQS  <» 
several  parts  of  our  Western  frontiers,  and  that  upwards  of  thirtj 
persons  have  been  lately  killed  by  them  in  Bedford  county,  appointed 
a  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Executive  Council  on  this  disties- 
ing  circumstance  :  this  conference  being  had,  we  are  unanimously  o^ 
opinion,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  apply  to  Congress  for  effectaal  assist- 
ance against  the  Savages,  as  hath  been  aflforded  to  the  Soath^ 
States.  This  we  conceive  to  be  the  more  necessary  in  the  preseot  sit- 
uation of  our  State,  while  the  British  enemy  are  in  possession  of  oaf 
Capital.  The  great  extent  of  our  frontiers  renders  it  almost  iopofl- 
sible  to  prevent  the  sudden  A  horrid  excursions  of  this  Savage  peo- 
ple, by  any  force  which  can  be  supported  in  forts  or  defences  of  thai 
kind;  but  we  conceive,  that  if  an  expedition  were  carried  intotbt 
heart  of  the  Indian  country^  and  some  of  their  towns  destioyed,  it 

•  See  Col.  Eeo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  468. 
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would  be  much  the  meet  effecfcnal  defence,  and  be  attended  with  less 
expenoCy  and  the  loss  of  fewer  men,  than  any  mode  of  mere  de- 
fence. We  have  a  firm  reliance  on  the  wisdom  of  Congress  in  di- 
recting the  measures  in  the  present  distressing  situation  of  our 
affairs ;  yet  we  should  be  greatly  wanting  in  our  duty  to  the  people 
whom  we  represent,  if  we  neglected  to  solicit  immediate  and  effect- 
ual assistance  against  an  enemy  which,  with  small  number  of  men, 
may  depopulate  a  greater  country  in  a  few  days  than  a  large  British 
army  would  do  in  a  whole  campaign. 
Signed  by  order  of  Council. 


Council  to  Charlbs  Pbttit,  Ass.  Q.  M.  Gen.,  1778. 

Lancaster,  May  19|  1778. 
Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  16th  instant*  has  been  read  in  Council,  and  is 
BOW  before  the  House  of  Assembly.  What  will  be  the  sentiments 
of  the  House  respect'g  the  clearing  of  Schuylkil  for  a  present  oon- 
Tonienoy,  appears  to  be  very  doubtful,  at  least  it  is  not  certain  that 
they  will  readily  adopt  any  plan  for  this  purpose.  It  ia  appre- 
hended, that  the  expence  of  this  measure  will  very  greatly  exceed 
what  you  mention ;  but  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  hiring  of  men  for  this  purpose  will  be 
cheapest  and  most  expeditious. 

G.  B.,  V.  P. 

To  Mr.  Charles  Pettit,  A.  Q.  M.  General. 


Wm.  Hart  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

May  y  19th,  1778. 
Honoured  Sir, 

The  presing  Calls  on  Me  for  money  to  pay  The  horses  I  have  pur- 
chased, will,  I  hope,  Be  Excuse  for  My  troubling  Council,  at  this 
time,  take  it  Kind  if  Council  oonld  Seiid  by  v*  Bearer,  either  money, 
or  an  order  to  draw  upon  Samuel  Smith,  Sub  Lt.  of  Bucks  county. 
From  you  very  humble  Servant, 

-WM.  HAET. 
^  favour  of  Mr.  Greer,  Esqr. 
Directed^ 
To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton,  janr.,  Presd. 

*  See  page  513. 
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Board  op  Wae  to  PKESiDBirE  Whartobt,  1778. 

War  Office,  May  MOi,  1778. 
Sir, 

Endosed  you  have  Copy  of  the  Board's  Letter  to  His  ExoelleBcj 
the  General,  on  the  Subject  of  an  immediate  Support  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Frontiers.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  on  the  Hatter^ 
as  the  Letter  to  the  General  will  shew  the  Plan  we  have  adopted. 
We  haye  sent  an  Order  on  the  Commissary  General  of  MS.  for  half 
a  Ton  of  Powder  &  a  Ton  of  Lead,  which  you  will  please  to  dispose 
of  in  such  Way  as  you  shall  think  proper.  On  this  occasion  tbe 
Board  cannot  help  mentioning,  that  a  large  Quantity  of  Ammuni- 
tion, sent  up  to  the  Lieutenants  of  Bedfora  &  Westmoreland  Gonfr 
ties  last  Winter  has  been  most  Shamefully  wasted  by  the  Militia,  & 
as  Council  must  feel  as  Sensibly  as  we  do  on  this  Score,  we  hive  no 
Doubt  but  that  the  bare  mentioning  it  will  induce  them  to  gire 
strict  orders,  &  take  the  necessary  Steps  for  preventing  diis  fiyil  io 
future  Bs/ar  ixs  possible.  We  send  also  an  Order  on  Mr.  Heofyfor 
a  Number  of  Rifles,  if  he  can  spare  them,  but  as  Col.  Butkis  Corps 
will  probably  want  Rifles,  will  it  not  be  best  to  wait  for  their  Ani* 
yal,  &  let  them  be  well  equipt  at  Lancaster?  La  any  other  Hitter 
pointed  out  hj  Council  the  Board  will  be  happy  to  concur. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  due  Respect, 

Tour  very  obed*  Servt* 
By  order, 

RICHARD  PBTEES. 

Ton  have  the  Consent  of  the  Board  to  order  all  Provisions  pu^ 
chased  under  the  Law  of  this  State,  in  Northumberland  county,  to 
be  issued  to  the  Militia,  directing  proper  returns  to  be  made  to  tbe 
Board;  the  Commissioners  there  may  proceed  in  their  purchases,  tf 
the  Board  see  no  other  Way  of  Supply. 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Service— 

His  Ezcelleney  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Eacir.,  President  of  the  Sop' 
£x.  Council  of  Fennsilvania,  at  Lancaster. 

War  Office^  Biehard  Peters. 
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At  a  Court  Martial,  hbld  at  Trenton,  Mat  19, 1778 

Oapi.  Thomas  Moore,  (Preaident.) 

Members  Present 
Captaina — ^Montgomery^  Lieutenanta^-^Berry, 

HouatoB,  Philips, 

McFatrick,  FeJl^ 

Watkin,  Bell, 

Hazelwoodj  Fite  Simmona, 

Martin,  SimpsoSi 

Beaalj,  Quality. 

Brice. 

Priwner  before  the  CourL 
John  Gilfroy,  Boatswain  of  the  late  8hip  Montgomery,  of  State 
PennaylTahia,  Stands  Indicted  for  Mutiny,  and  Deserting  to  the 
Snemy  in  Pluladelphia. 

I^soner^s  Defence, 
Saith,  That  ho  went  to  Philadelphia  (when  the  Enemy  was  there) 
to  his  Wife  and  Family,  in  order  to  support  them,  which  was  the 
chief  reason  of  his  Desertion — Confesses  he  went  in  a  Battoe  from 
Newtown  Creeks  mouthy  to  Philadelphia. 

JSvidences, 

Robert  Collins,  Then  1**  Lieut  of  s'  Ship  Montgomery,  declareth 
on  Oath,  l^at  s^  John  fiilfroy  bred  a  Mutiny  on  U>ard  s'  Ship,  and 
struck  him  so  that  s**  Collins  fell  orev  the  breeeh  of  a  Oun  in  time 
of  action  with  the  Enemy  off  Bed  bank,  and  s'  GUfroy  did  take  up 
a  Handspike  against  s*  Collins  when  pointing  a  Oun  at  the  Enemy, 
and  s^  Gilfroy  said,  ''  Damn  you  if  you  shall/' 

William  Lamb,  Then  Gunner  of  s'  Ship  Montgomery,  declareth 
tm  Oath,  ThM  s*  John  Gilfroy  bred  a  Mutiny  against  s'  Collins,  at 
the  time  of  Action  against  the  Enemy  off  Red  bank ;  That  s'  Lamb 
went  to  the  assistance  of  s^  Collins  and  struck  Gilfroy  with  a  Crow- 
bar ;  That  Gilfroy  was  put  in  Iromr,  and  let  out  again  the  next 
morning. 

John  Wilbon,  Hien  Master  of  a«  Ship  Montgomery,  declareth  on 
Oath,  That  s*  John  Gilfroy  bred  a  Mutiny  on  board  s'  Ship  Mont- 
gomery, aeaanat  s*  Collins,  1**  Jjieu^  of  s*  Ship,  at  the  time  of  Action 
with  the  Enemy  off  Bed  bank;  That  s*  Willson  was  at  the  8«  Gun 
forward,  and  hearing  a  noise  went  to  see  the  cause,  and  found  a* 
Gilfroy  tiUng  up  a  Handspike  and  assaulting  e^  Collins;  That  s*. 
Odfins  d^ew  out  a  Pistol,  and  said  he  would  blow  Gilfro^s  brains 
out  if  he  did  not  dertat,  on  which  Gilfroy  used  many  abusiTC  words 
(being  in  liquor)  to  s*  Collins ;  That  s*  Lamb  eame  up  and  struck 
Oilfroy  with  a  Crow-bar,  secured  him  and  put  him  in  Irons;  That 
after  the  a*  *hip  Montgomery  was  bunit,  the  Crew  of  a*  Ship  stopped 
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at  Coopers  ferry,  opposite  Philadelphia,  (on  aooonntof  die  Unmft 
Ship  firing  upon  them,)  and  there  took  out  of  aBoat  snndiy  Artides 
belonging  to  s*  Ship,  Then  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Barlingtoo; 
That  b'  Gilfroy  aooompaoied  the  s*  Company  belonging  to  s*  Ship 
to  the  Dunn  Horse,  then  said  he  was  making  the  best  of  his  wty  to 
Burlington,  and  s^  Willson  saw  no  more  of  s'  Oilfroy  afterwards; 
That  on  Tuesday  following  s'  Willson  went  to  Coopers  feny,  in 
order  to  recover  the  s*  Ships'  Barge;  That  below  s*  Feny  8*  Will- 
son  saw  Warwick  Hale,  (a  Boat  Builder)  who  s*  he  saw  8*  Gilfroy 
and  John  McDaniel  go  over  the  river  to  Philadelphia,  on  Satardaj 
morning ;  That  the  Enemy  took  s*  Barge  at  the  same  time  when  ^ 
Gilfroy  and  McDaniel  went  over. 

Doctor  John  Connor  declareth  on  Oath,  That  he  knew  the  s*  Joli 
Gilfroy  to  be  Boatswain  of  s^  Ship  Montgomery. 

Michael  Bonna,  then  Masters  Mate  of  s*  Ship  Montgomery,  do- 
dareth  on  Oath,  That  he  saw  the  s*  John  Gilfroy  drank  on  bofud  i* 
Ship,  confin'd  to  his  Cabbin,  and  had  a  Musket;  That  Jamei  Ste* 
vens,  (then  2*  Lieu^  of  s^  Ship  Montgomery)  ofier'd  to  take  tbfl 
Musket  from  s^  Gilfroy,  which  he  refused,  saying,  ^'  I  will  sooDcr 
loose  my  life;"  That  after  s*  Ship  was  burnt,  s*  Gilfroy  went  with  him 
to  Coopers  ferry,  afterwards  went  on  about  three  mifeS;  and  thens* 
Bonna  saw  no  more  of  s'  Gilfroy. 

Sentence. 

The  Court  having  heard  the  Evidences,  the  Majority  of  8*  Govt 
are  of  Opinion,  That  the  s*  Prisoner,  John  Gilfroy,  is  worthy  of 
Death. 

THOMAS  MOOBB. 
JoNH  Thornton,  Clk.    Copy. 

I  do  approve  of  the  above  Sentence. 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD,  C.  P.  F, 
Directed^ 

To  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq'.,  Vice  Prendent  of  the  SUteof 
Pennsylvania,  in  Lancaster. 


Copy.    Tim'y  PiOKBHiNa,  Jr.,  to  Gra.  Wabhjokixok,  1778. 

War  Office,  19*  May,  1776. 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Smith,  Esq',  will 
inform  you  of  the  distressed  condition  of  die  frontier  of  this  state* 
The  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Northumberland  are  eqoallj 
exposed  with  Bedford.  Other  accounts  correspond  with  that  of  Hr. 
Smith,  and  show  that  a  general  stroke  is  greatly  to  be  apprehended: 
and  that  in  addition  to  the  barbarous  savages  the  disaffected  iniubi- 
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tants  are  a  teiror  to  tlieir  neigbbours,  and  that  some  of  them  mingle 
vith  the  Indians  in  committing  those,  horrid  ornelties. 

To  repel  the  incursions  of  the  indians  and  reduce  the  disaffected 
to  obedience;  nothing  in  our  opinion  will  be  effectual  but  a  regular 
force  under  the  direction  of  good  officers.  The  inhabitants  appeary 
many  of  them,  to  be  a  wild,  ungovernable  race,  little  less  sayafe 
than  their  tawny  neighbours ;  and  by  similar  barbarities  have  m 
fact  provoked  them  to  revenge;  but  the  innocent  are  now  involved 
in  one  common  calamity  with  the  guilty,  and  all  greatly  disheartened ; 
yet  by  the  countenance  of  a  few  regular  troops  they  would  recover 
spiril  and  resolution,  and  be  instructed  in,  and  led  to  pursue^  the 
necessary  measures  for  the  defence  of  their  settlements. 

It  is  with  regret  we  ask  for  aid  in  this  case  from  the  main  army ; 
but  we  are  convinced  none  other  will  be  equal  to  the  duty.  An 
offieer  of  established  reputation  for  braveiy  and  capacity,  command- 
ing a  regular  corps  who  punctually  obey  his  ordersi  will  alone  be 
able  to  inspire  the  people  with  confidence,  and  reduce  them  to  such 
a  degree  of  order  and  regularity  as  shall  be  necessary  for  their 
defence.  M'  Smith  has  named  the  Butler's  for  this  service.  Either 
of  them  w'  save  the  frontier :  but  if  we  are  not  misinformed  Lieut. 
jDol.  William  Butler  has  been  most  conversant  with  the  Indiana  and 
their  mode  of  fi^tins.  We  subnidt  ^it  therefore  to  your  ezcellencyi 
whether  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  appoint  him  to  this  command. 
We  conceive  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  his  corps  should. 
auQount  to  250  men  at  least,  and  be  composed  of  expert  rifle  men; 
the  officers  to  be  such  as  colonel  Butler  shall  select,  with  your  excel- 
lecc/s  approbation,  as  best  qualified  for  that  kind  of  service. 

Such  a  deduction  from  the  army  we  hope  will  at  this  time  be 
attended  with  no  material  inconvenience,  especially  as  it  has  been 
considerably  reinforced,  and  draughts  are  daily  coming  in.  Six 
hundred  firom  the  state  of  New  Tork  will  probably  be  at  camp  by 
the  time  this  letter  arrives  there. 

Gongress  have  in  contemplation  an  expedition  against  Detroit,  or 
at  least  into  the  Indian  country,  that  they  may  strike  at  the  root  of 
«the  mischief.  But  should  it  be  resolved  on  immediately  the  neces- 
sary preparations  cannot  be  completed  'till  September ;  and  until 
then  such  a  regular  force  as  we  have  mentioned  on  the  frontiers 
appewra  to  us  indispenaible. 

ohould  these  measures  for  the  present  relief  of  the  frontiers  meet 
with  your  excellency's  concurrence,  this  may  be  put  in  execution 
immediately^  agreeably  to  the  power  given  by  the  inclosed  resolve. 
Bni  should  you  judge  other  means  more  jMroper  and  equally  expedi* 
tioua  for  the  relief  of  the  frontiersi  we  heg  your  excellency  to 
determine  upon  them  at  once  without  waiting  for  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  as  we  fear  a  day's  delay  may  prove  of  very  ill  consequence. 
By  order  of  the  boardi 

TIM.  PICKEEINa,  jun'. 

Copy. 
Directed. — His  Excellency  (General  Washington. 
Vol.  VI— 28 
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ViCB  PRBSiDmrp  Geo.  Brtajt  to  Col.  Wm.  Gebbok,  1778. 

Lancaster,  19^  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Indians,  ezeited  bj  the  Emissaries  of  the  British  Kbg,  bne 
made  some  incursions  into  the  western  &  northwestern  parts  of  thb 
state.  Northumberland  County,  in  particular,  has  felt  the  begin- 
nings of  their  horrid  ravage  &  cruelty,  &  the  evil  threatens  to  tptm. 
In  aid  of  the  Country  a  paroell  of  arms  have  been  ordered  from 
Northampton,  through  Reading,  to  your  house.  It  is  expected  thik 
about  80  of  these  are  rifles  &  70  Musquetts.  I  hope  they  are  not 
on  the  road,  ft  that  they  will  soon  reach  the  Susquehanna.  €oL 
Hunter,  of  Augusta,  has,  I  hope,  lodged  directions  for  forwaidiDg 
them  up  the  Biyer  without  delay.  If  he  should  not,  Thomis 
Hewitt,  Esquire,  of  Northumberland,  who  is  gone  bj  way  otY(A 
&  Carlisle  to  huny  up  ammunition,  will  soon  call  on  you  for  the 
Guns.  To  this  Genueman  you  are  to  deliver  them  in  order  to  be 
embarked  Ibr  Augusta.  Perhaps  you  may  be  assistant  to  him  in 
this  business.    If  you  can  I  dare  say  you  will. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  arms  there  be  70  rifles  padded  up 
here  for  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Hunter  by  the  firet  Waggon  going  for 
Peztang.  These  are  to  be  delivered  as  the  others  fiN>m  Northamptoo. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

GEO.  B&¥AN,  Vice  predd*. 
Direcied, 

To  Col.  William  Gibbon^  Peztang.] 


Sboretart  Matlaok  to  Maj.  Qbn.  Grsxkb,  1778. 

Lancaster,  20«*  May,  1778. 

Sir, 

Some  of  the  Horses  which  have  been  purchasing  in  this  State 
for  the  light  Cavalry,  come  in  to  your  deputies  here  &  elsewhere. 
Council  order  me  to  acquaint  you  that  those  in  the  Conttnentd 
stable  in  this  Town  are  not  so  liappily  situated  as  might  be  wished. 
The  great  scarcity  of  forage,  &  their  liableness  at  such  a  pnblio  sUtioa 
to  misuse,  have  already  had  an  ill  effect  on  their  condition,  &  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  the  service  will  be  disappointed  should  they  be  left 
here  much  longer.    The  second  crop  hay,  on  which  they  are  Mf 
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bringii  on  &  disorder^  wbioh,  tbo'  not  daDfleroiMy  greaUy  weakens 
them.  Obtain  Smith  has  bad  an  oider  for  those  parobased  by 
Mr.  Riegart  of  this  plaoe ;  they  were  better  taken  oare  of  in  his  own 
Stable  till  now. 

An  interposition  of  this  sort,  will,  it  is  hoped^  be  exensed,  as  it 
proceeds  from  a  wish  to  serve  the  oommon  cause. 
I  am  Sir^ 

your  most  obed*; 

&  very  hum*  Ser?*, 

T.  M.,  S^ 


Comm'rs  for  Lancaster  to  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

Sir, 

Yours  of  the  7^^  Inst.,  came  this  moment  to  hand,  the  Contents 
we  have  Considered,  and  agreeable  to  request  inform  you  That  we 
entirely  concur  in  Sentiments  with  respect  to  lajing  and  the  neces- 
sity of  Collecting  the  publick  Taxes,  with  despatch^  to  answer 
present  exegences. 

The  first  five  Shilling  Tax  we  have  laid,  and  have  made  Some  pro- 
gress in  Collecting,  Tho'  a  very  great  part  remains  unpaid,  pro- 
ceeding from  some  of  our  Collectors  being  called  out  to  Military 
Service— others  absolutely  refusing  that  office. 

The  last  publick  Tax,  agreeable  to  act  of  assembly,  we  met  upon, 
and'  took  such  steps  as  seemed  most  necessary  and  expedient  for 
laying  and  Collecting  the  Same — this  day  we  have  met  on  the  Same 
business  again,  and  Shall  prosecute  it  with  all  diligence  in  our 
power. 

But  we  must  beg  leave  to  Represent  to  the  Honble  Council  that 
our  obstructions,  in  point  of  Collecting  those  Taxes,  are  so  great 
tbat  unless  remov'd  by  the  Honble  assembly,  we  Shall  not  be  able 
to  go  through  with  the  Business. 

We  frequently  have  been,  and  Still  are  liable  to  be  called  into 
actual  Service,  even  in  the  most  important  time  we  are  ingaged  in 
this  business. 

Our  Collectors  under  the  Same  Situation,  and  in  Short,  every 
person  belonging  to  our  Board,  haye  been  one  time  or  other  called 
away. 

We  must,  therefore,  pray  your  Recommendation  to  the  Honble 
assembly  to  Bnact  a  law  Exempting  the  Commissioners  &  assessors, 
their  Clerk  and  Collectors  from  any  Military  duty  or  actual  Service, 
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whioh  will  praperlj  enable  us  to  go  through  with  our  bnaiiMBS,  and 
Discharge  the  truat  repoaed  in  ns^  with  iategrety  and  dispateh. 
We  are,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed>  & 

yeij  Hamble  Ser^**, . 
THOS.  CLABK,        -) 
CAS.  SH APFNER,     [  Comtf-. 
HENRY  SNEVELY.  ) 
Lanoaster,  19  May,  1778. 

Directed, 
OoL  Timothy  Matlaok. 


Thos.  Galbbatth  to  Col.  Hambbight,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  left  Ligonier  the  2'  May,  the  People  had  entered  into  an  aaso- 
oiation  to  defend  the  place  while  their  provisions  would  last  or 
ammunition ;  their  store  amounted  to  one  month's  proTiaions  & 
about  1"  powder  &  1**  of  Lead  "^  man.  The  Time  will  soon  elapse 
that  necessity  will  compell  the  Inhabitants  to  seek  for  assistaDce 
elsewhere  in  the  more  interior  parts  of  the  Country.  There  arenov 
two  Brigades  of  Packhorses  in  Canioocheague,  to  go  with  loading 
for  Fort  Pitt.  The  Pennsylvania  Road  for  some  time  hath  beea 
shut  by  the  Enemy,  &  prevents  the  necessary  supplies  being  left  oa 
the  line ;  if  two  Companies  of  militia  would  be  sent  to  guard  the 
supplies  of  ammunition  &  Provisions  np  to  Ligonier  &  Hanna'fl 
Town,  the  Inhabitants  will  be  encouraged  to  defend  the  Posts  more 
stoutly.  The  attention  of  the  state  to  the  Frontier  will  revive  their 
drooping  spirits ;  their  situation  will  not  permit  those  to  move  who 
can  have  supplies,  to  act  on  the  IKifensive,  &  their  necessitjs  at 
present  requires  an  immediate  exertion. 

I  am,  &o", 

THO  GALBRAITH. 

Lancaster,  May  20«*,  1778. 
DirecUdy 

ToCoLHambright. 
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BoABD  OF  War  to  V.  P,  Gbo,  Bryan,  1778. 

War  Office,  May  20%  1778. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  the  Board  enclosed  ordets  on  the  Commissary  Gen*  of 
Military  stores  for  what  Powder,  Lead  &  Rifles  onr  stock  can  afford. 
A  letter  from  the  Hon.  Council  is  received  relative  to  a  demand 
from  the  Lien*  of  Cumberland  County,  for  Ammunition.  It  is  im- 
proper that  the  Application  should  be  made  in  this  Channel,  as  it  is 
impossible  to  keep,  with  Regularity,  &  very  tronblesome  to  open 
Aeeounts  against  every  suborainate  officer  of  a  state,  who  chooses  to 
apply,  however  well  meant  his  Request  may  be.  If  Council  will 
ask  &  undertake  the  distribution  of  the  Articles  wanted,  this  Board 
will  chearfuUy  comply  with  their  Requisitions  as  £Etr  ae  the  Circnm>- 
stanoes  of  the  Continent  will  admit.  We  are  convinced  that  Council 
from  their  own  Knowledge  <rf  Bumness,  will  acree  with  us  in  the 
Propriety  of  our  sentiments.  The  last  Winter  <£e  Frontier  Counties, 
thro'  their  Lieutenants,  were  fumbhed  with  Ammunition  sufficient 
to  have  made  a  stand  iigainst  the  savages,  but  we  are  informed  the 
whole  of  this  is  wasted.  We  hope  onr  Letter  of  yesterday  is  re- 
oeived,  as  therein  we  stated  the  Measures  we  had  adopted  by  authority 
pf  Congress  for  the  immediate  Defence  of  the  Frontiers,  &  we  repeat 
onr  Desire  cordially  to  cooperate  in  any  Measures  thought  expedient 
for  the  Purpose  of  defeating  the  Designs  of  our  Enemies.  As  we 
forgot  Uie  article  of  Flints,  yon  have  enclosed  an  order  for  two 
thousand. 

Lead  is  an  article  very  scarce  In  our  magasines.  Of  Flints  we 
have  but  a  very  insuffident  supply.  Powder  is  the  most  plenty. 
Arms  are  distressingly  deficient  as  to  Numbers  in  Repair. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  due  Respect, 

Your  Tcry  obed.  Serv*, 
RICHARD  PETERS. 

By  order. 

P.  S.  We  are  sorry  to  see  in  Col.  Carothers's  Letter  that  the  dis- 
affected are  well  armed.  The  Necessity  of  immediately  taking  their 
arms  from  them  need  not  be  mentioned.  It  is  to  be  feared  iliat 
these  Arms  are  purchased  from  some  of  the  Militia,  or  procnred  in 
a  Way  that  care  &  attention  might  perhaps  prevent. 

Directed^ 
Hon.  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Robert  Levers  to  Sec'y  Matlack,  1778, 

Eastott;  Hay  20thy  177S. 
Sir, 

When  the  Letter  I  lust  received  from  you,  relative  to  Persons  un- 
friendly to  this  State,  and  in  actaal  conjunction  with  the  Eoemj, 
came  to  hand,  I  was  from  home,  bnt  on  my  retam  forwarded  that 
to  Samuel  Rea,  Esquire,  committed  to  my  care,  and  hoped  to  han 
seen  him  before  this  time,  having  wrote  to  him  on  the  subject. 

As  I  have  never  received  any  particular  Information  of  any  Penin 
I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  thing  that  has  happened  on  the  other 
side  the  Lehigh,  Ool.  Stephen  Ballier,  one  of  the  Commission*  haviDg 
as  I  nnderstand,  made  a  Report  to  Gonnoil  thereof.  I  know  of  no 
Person  on  this  side  the  Lehigh,  and  therefore  have  nothing  to  reton 
except  that  about  eight  or  ten  weeks  ago  one  John  Spering,  a  Shoe- 
maker, and  Residenter  of  this  town,  left  this  Place,  and  he  having 
not  yet  returned,  it  is  suspected  that  be  went  into  Philadelphia^ 
He  has  no  Estate  that  I  can  learn,  Real  or  Personal,  worthy  notice 
except  a  House  and  Lot  in  this  Town.  He  ever  appeared  to  be  a& 
Enemy  to  Independency,  and  a  Friend  to  the  late  Oovemment,  he 
is  hardly  worth  mentioning,  only  as  he  may  serve  the  Enemy  as  a 
sure  Q-uide  into  these  Parts,  being  well  acquainted  with  this  Ooontj. 

Lewis  Gordon,  Esquire,  and  his  son  John  Gordon  are  disobarged 
from  their  Parole's,  agreeable  to  order  of  Council^  and  the  former  a 
few  days  ago  took  the  Test  according  to  law. 

The  Evening  before  last,  Jamei  Hamilton,  Esquire,  called  on  vm 
on  his  way  to  Uie  Union,  being  as  I  suppose,  a  visit  to  Mr.  Penn  ft 
Mr.  Chew,  He  expects  to  return  here  in  a  few  days.  There  is  i 
woman  whom  I  have  not  seen,  has  reported  that  a  few  days  before 
she  came  out,  she  saw  Spering  in  Philadelphia. 
I  am  Sir;  with 

great  respect  your  most 

obedient  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  LEYEBS. 
Dtrectedy 

On  Publiok  Service. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire  Secretary  of  the  Gommonweatli  of 
Pennsylvaniay  Lancaster. 
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Council  to  Dblegatbs  ov  Cokgrbss,  1778. 

Lancaster,  20th  of  May,  1778. 
Sirs, 

Gouiioil  reoommeniled  to  the  bo«rd  of  war  at  York,  the  faniishmg 
of  some  powder  k  lead,  k  rifle  gans  to  Colonel  CaroUiets  for  the  nse 
of  the  Militia  of  Gnmberland,  k  since  that  application  was  made  for 
ammunition  k  yictnals  for  the  Militia  of  Northumberland.  A  letter 
of  yesterday  from  the  board  is  since  received,  signed  by  Mr.  Peters, 
inclosing  an  order  for  a  half  a  Ton  of  Gunpowoer,  k  a  Ton  of  lead 
for  the  use  of  the  <'  inhabitants,  who  will  embody  themselves  for  the 
defence  of  the^^  frontiers  of  this  State;  the  words  stroked  below  being 
interlined.  It  is  strange  that  after  an  application  for  the  use  of  the 
Militia  drawn  out  by  the  1/  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  k  conse- 
quently to  be  paid  k  victualled  by  the  Honourable  Congress  this 
ammunition  should  be  expressly  appropriated  to  associators  going 
forth  as  volunteers,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Militia;  or  at  least  treating 
their  efforts  as  the  exertions  of  persons  not  employed  k  paid  by  the 
United  States.  The  insertion  of  the  words  above  marked,  between 
the  lines,  after  the  first  draught,  fixes  this  Idea  of  the  board  in  our 
Tiew.  It  seems  strange  to  us,  that  when  a  most  dangerous  invasion 
has  been  made  upon  the  Eastern  part  of  this  State,  &  when  the  In- 
dians hired  by  an  Bnemy,  who  avow  k  justify  in  the  &oe  of  all 
Europe,  the  horrid  barbarities  of  such  allies,  have  been  for  months 
past  threatening  to  desolate  the  western  Countries,  so  little  provisioa 
has  becoi  made  for  the  relief  of  the  back  Country  that  the  informa- 
itonsof  CouQcil  k  Assembly  have  prevailed  little,  till  one  Mr.  Smith 
of  Bedford  Co.,  has  thought  fit  to  interpose  k  pomt  out  the  means  of 
relief  k  officers  to  be  employed;  that  the  supply  of  ammunition  k 
arms  k  of  victuals  for  the  Militia,  neoeasarilv  dnwn  out  to  oppose 
the  savage  foe,  is  either  evaded  or  denied ;  for  the  reference  to  the 
Commis^  for  purchase  in  Northumberlaild  is  little  better,  as  it  is  no 
secret  that  as  provisions  for  the  Inhabitants  there  are  scarce,  none 
can  be  spared. 

We  desire  your  attention  to  these  matters,  &  to  have  it  settled,  if 
not  already  done,  whether  Conmss  mean  to  pay  k  victual  the  JMUli- 
tia,  necessarily  embodied  on  the  Western  Frontieni,  as  has  been 
4one  in  the  case  of  the  Southern  States.  This  may  surely  be  ex- 
pected in  an  invasion  k  attack  made  on  Pens^,  as  part  of  the  United 
States,  k  not  on  her  own  aoc^.  If  there  be  any  hesitation  we  ought 
to  know  it,  that  we  may  take  our  measures,  for  between  two  depen- 
dances  the  County  may  be  ruined. 

The  order  for  ammunition,  redted  above,  is  now  returned,  to  be 
drawn  anew,  so  as  to  have  it  for  the  Militia,  &  as  an  issue  fbr  public 
use,  not  as  a  mere  bounty  to  Associators.  While  this  isdoing  uie  de- 
livery may  be  ordered  (to  save  time)  to  John  Carothezs,  Bsq.,  ]>  of 
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Gmnberland  Oo.,  for  the  use  of  Westmoreland,  Bedford,  ComberliDdj 
Northnmberland,  i  part  eaoh,  in  caae  no  other  reoent  sopply  hai 
been  sent  to  the  two  former.  No  time  should  be  lost  in  phuciDg  it 
in  Mr.  G's  hands.  Indeed,  it  seems  strange  how  it  oame  to  be  sent 
hither,  espcoiallj,  as  considering  matters  in  onr  view,  the  supply  is 
so  small  The  abuse  which  .Mr.  Peters  mentions  of  waste  of  former 
-supplies  sent  to  Westmoreland  and  Bedford  had  already  fdlen  mder 
our  notice,  and  had  given  us  pain.  These  people  are,  we  own^  diS- 
cult  to  manage.  The  Lieuts.  shall  be  admonished  on  that  head. 
I  am,  Genf  n.,  with  great  respect, 
Tour  most  obd't  and  very  hum.  serv'i, 

Q.  B.,VicePt 
To  the  Delegates  of  Ponna. 


Council  to  L't  Sam'l  Huntjsb,  1778. 

Lancaster,  21st  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

It  gave  Oouncil  great  pain  to  find  the  Indians  had  began  tbeir 
horrid  ravages.  Your  Letter  of  the  14th  Inst,  on  this  subject  has  beea 
here  several  days.  In  the  mean  time  one  hundred  fire  anns,  of  n^ 
81  are  rifles,  rbeing  all  in  the  state  stores)  are  ordered  from  Nortih 
ampton  to  Colonel  Will-  Gibbon's  at  Harris's  Ferry.  These,  it» 
hoped  are  on  the  way.  Besides  these  Guns,  seventy  rifles  have  beet 
procured  from  the  Continental  store  here,  &  Mr.  Hambright  htf 
undertaken  to  forward  them  with  dispatch  to  the  same  place.  Will" 
Hewit,  Esquire,  of  your  County,  applying  to  us  for  ammunUioni 
arms  at  the  same  time,  he  was  prevailed  on  to  proceed  to  York  Towi 
&  solicit  personally  for  supplies,  assisted  by  recommendations  £roii 
Couneil.  Before  this  Gentleman  could  reach  that  place&comiBiutt- 
oate  his  Business,  an  order  of  the  Board  of  War  issued  for  deliveriog 
to  our  order  at  Carlisle  or  Lebanon,  one  Ton  of  Lead,  &  i  a  Ton  of 
gunpowder  J  rifle  &  musquet  properly  sorted.  From  Mr.  Hewit 
nothing  is  come,  but  the  order  is  sent  forward,  in  order  that  Jobi 
Carothers,  Esquire,  L*  of  Cumberland,  may  receive  the  Powder  thfit 
one  fourth  for  your  use.  If  Mr.  Hewic  appeaicf,  he  is  to  take  Ac 
oare  of  forwarding  them,  &  also  the  Fire  arms,  gone  for  Harm's  to 
you.  It  is  presumed,  that  the  musquetts  may  be  useful  in  stoekadei 
&  houses.^  ^  Be  careful  to  avoid,  as  far  as  you  can,  the  reproach  Mea 
on  the  Militia  of  Bedford  &  Westmoreland  of  wasting  ammQmtio& 
sent  to  them  last  winter.  This  may  be  one  reason  why  the  preaeot 
issue  is  smaller  than  could  be  wished.  Perhaps  Mr.  Hewit  xDftT 
obtain  Hints. 
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Tho  present  attack  of  the  Savages  is  donbtleas  oonoerted  by  onr  - 
Earopean  Enemy,  who  otow  in  the  face  of  the  worlds  the  employ- 
ment of  such  horrid  AUies.  It  is  manifestly  made  in  concert  with 
the  invaders  of  the  eastern  side  of  oar  state.  ^Beyond  all  doubt,  then 
Pennsilvania  has  a  claim  to  be  supported  by  the  force  &  money  of 
the  United  States,  as  was  done  lately  for  the  S.  States.  Gonncil  & 
Assembly  have  therefore  in  a  joint  representaiion  to  Congress,  set 
forth  the  ease  of  oar  snffering  settlers,  &  demanded  the  aid  &  pro- 
tection necessary.  And  Connoil  alone  finding  the  viotaaling  of  the 
Militia  of  Northambeiland,  referred  to  the  provisions  parohased  by 
Oommis6P  in  your  Ooanty;  a  fund  as  Oounoil  apprehend,  of  a  very 
scanty  size,  have  urged  npon  the  deleg*  of  Pennsilvania  to  apply  for 
proper  and  adequate  supplies  of  food  t  stoves  for  the  Militia;  neoea-' 
sarily  embodied  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  County. 

The  Board  of  War  have  desired  Oen'l  Washington  to  send  CoL 
Butler  t  at  least  250  rifle  men  from  the  army  as  an  immediate  i 


eour  to  the  Militia  against  the  Indians.  This  aid^  tho'  smaU  is  also 
precarious.  For  tho'  the  British  forces  seem  to  meditate  a  retreat 
from  our  City,  yet  there  is  reason  to  doubt  whether  tiiey  will  put 
out  to  sea,  or  force  a  passage  thro'  New  Jersey  to  New  York. 
Perhaps  therefore,  the  Oen'l  may  be  not  hasty  in  sending  off  tbia 
detachment 

Congress  have  on  different  grounds,  &  occasions,  obtained  from 
Council  the  stores  of  this  state  of  most  kinds.  It  is  therefore  ne^ 
cessary  to  depend  on  thmr  issues  at  this  time.  Be  assured,  that  every 
thing  shall  be  done  to  influence  them  to  support  &  supply  the  Militia. 
•  It  is  said,  that  there  are  at  Fort  Augusta  a  number  of  Cannon  of 
diiforent  Calibres ;  If  these  can  be  ma<te  use  of  in  defending  any  im- 
portant pass  it  will  be  proper  to  use  them. 
I  am  Sir,  y» 

very  hum.  Serv*, 

G.  B,,  Vice  pres*. 

P.  S.  We  inclose  to  you  a  Letter  to  the  Gommiss**  for  purchasing 
provifi*  to  issue  what  they  may  have  procured  to  the  Militia ;  tho'  we 
expect  little  use  of  this  allowance  of  the  board  of  war;  ft  we  have 
aocordiDgly  stated  this  matter  to  Congress. 

To  Samuel  Hunter,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  of  Northumberland  County. 

28* 
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M.  HiLLBOAS  TO  Prhsidbnt  Whartok,  1778. 

York  Town,  May  2l8t,  1778. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  last  Nig^t  gaw  in  Mr.  Ihmlap's  yesterdays  News  Papor,  for  tk 
first  Time,  the  publication  of  the  Aet  of  Assembly  entitled, "As 
^  Act  for  the  calling  in  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  netted  by  the  LegiidttiTe 
**  Aathori<7  of  Pennsylvania,  under  the  Sanotion  ft  Authocity  of 
**  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  &  for  other  Purposes  theran  men* 
^  tioned,''  which  'till  then  I  was  ignorant  that  such  an  act.bd 
passed.  I  doubt  not^  the  only  object  of  this  Law  was  to  preTent  for 
the  future  that  infamous  &  wicked  distinction  the  Tories  were  making 
between  the  Money  struck  under  the  Authority  of  the  bte  King 
and  of  those  Monies  struok  by  Congress  and  this  State,  fai  tiidi 
undervaluing  the  latter,  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  the  Common  Oanne. 

I  have  a  Balance  still  in  my  haada  as  kle  State  Treasure,  tbn 
Major  part  of  which  was  intended  to  be  paid  according  to  Law  to  tke 
Committee  of  Aeoounts  as  soon  as  we  should  meet,  cansistiBg  of 
ragged  and  de&ced  Bills,  &o.,  by  me  exchanged  as  Treasurer,  tbit 
the  same  might  be  by  them  burned  and  destroyed  according  to  Iav. 
This  I  hope  will  now  soon  be  done,  as  the  appearance  of  things  aie, 
that  ere  long  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  eaeh  other  in  Penee 
in  Philad'a,  finish  my  accounts,  pay  the  Balance  on  the  Taxes,  Sx- 
oise,  &c.,  in  my  Hands  ]  This  Setdement  and  the  Assorting  of  ^o 
Bills  according  to  their  several  Emissions  with  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee  in  Buminff,  will  take  up  several  days,  more  tnae  than  eonld 
be  spared  by  me,  between  this  and  the  first  of  June,  considering  tho 
great  Business,  I  now  have  in  hand  and  which  for  the  Common 
Cause  cannot  just  now  be  laid  aside. 

As  I  don't  find  any  Notice  is  taken  in  the  said  Act,  of  me  as  Into 
Treasurer,  or  of  the  public  Monies  in  my  Hands,  &  some  Hen 
might  undertake  to  say.  That  if  the  Business  is  not  done  before  the 
first  day  of  June,  the  old  money  in  my  hands  must  be  my  Loss,  vA 
no  way  regard  my  having  received  it  as  State  Treasurer.  Tho'  this 
is  scarcely  probable  to  suppose,  yet  permit  me,  my  Old  Friend,  to 
request  that  you'll  please  to  favor  me  with  a  few  Lines  containing  yooi 
Opinion  &  Advice  on  this  Head,  which  will  very  much  oblige, 
My  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedi^ 

&  most  bum.  serv^ 

M.  HILLEGAS. 

Dtrectedf 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun*",  Esq',  Lancaster. 

*  See  page  268. 
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Council  to  Jm.  Carotbbii8,  1778. 

Lanoaater;  2l8t  Maj^  1778. 

Sir, 

Council  liave  had  j*  Letter  of  tbe  12**  Instant,  before  tliem  for 
ffome  time ;  without  delay  tfaej  backed  jonr  call  on  the  Board  of 
War  at  Tork  fbr  arms  &  ammunition.  Yon  were  silent  as  to  the 
number  of  Rifles  that  might^be  in  sood  repair  at  Carlisle,  whereupon 
48  Ouns  of  that  sort  were  procured  here,  &  sent  to  you  by  a  waggon 
two  days  since,  the  Waggoner's  name  is  MoEwen ;  the  Brigade  he 
belonged  to  was  directed  by  one  WiWaaisoD,  they  went  by  way  of 
York  Town. 

As  the  Board  of  War  sent  to  Council  an  order  for  one  ton  of  lead 
&  half  a  ton  of  Gonpowder,  rifle  &  musket,  in  such  proportion  as 
should  be  proper,  it  is  likely  that  no  rifles  nor  flints  have  been  ordettA. 
The  (Nrder  too  had  impropei  limitatioDS  in  it  For  this  tteaaoQ  it  waa 
sent  to  our  delegates  in  Congress  to  be  amended,  &  sent  without 
delay  to  you.  One-fourth  of  this  issue,  is  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  y  County,  and  the  other  three  to  the  relief  of  Northumberland, 
Bedford  &  Westmoreland.  Tho's  Hewitt,  Bsq',  of  Northumberland, 
left  us  for  York  Town,  recommended  for  a  supply  of  Rifles,  flints,  & 
fire  arms,  to  be  sent  to  Sam^  Hunter,  Esq'  at  Augusta.  The  pro* 
portion  of  powder  &  lead  for  that  County  ne  may  perhaps  call  for; 
arms  for  the  same,  are,  it  is  hoped,  by  thia  time  at  Coll  Gibbon's  at 
Harffs*  Ferry. 

Ooun<nl  &  AasemUy  liaT*  made  a  atarong  repreflBmtatiou  to  Coa^ 
gresa  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  defending  our  frontien  ag*  the  Indians 
aa  they  i&d  those  of  the  Southern  Statea ;  and  Council  yesterday 
wrote  to  tlM  deleytea  of  Pennaylyaniay  to  know  whether  it  was  in** 
tended  to  supply  food  &  all  other  neooisariea  to  the  Militia,  embodied 
lor  th0  p«Uie  defence,  that  measurea  may  be  taken  accordjogly.  It 
appears,  that  General  Washington  haa  been  requeated  to  send  250 
iifleua«i  at  least,  under  Colonel  Butler,  from  his  army  to  assist  the 
Militia ;  but  at  this  iasportant  hov,  when  the  Britii^  foreea  show 
signs  of  retreating  from  Fhilad'a,  &  while  it  is  uncertain  wltetbev 
they  win  embark,  or  foroe  a  passage  thro'  New  Jersey,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  any  detatchment  whatever  will  be  made. 

Council  had  some  time  since  learned  with  regret,  that  the  Militia 
of  Bedford  ft  Northumberland,  bad  inoonsidentely  applied  to  inferior 
puE^ses  tha  ammniitSom  issued  for  their  defence.  The  Board  of 
War  now  remind  us  of  their  wastefiil  oonduot.  It  is  recomrnendei 
to  you  to  prevent  as  far  as  in  your  power,  such  reproach  falling  on 
the  Militia  of  your  County. 

Direcied, 
John  Carothersy  Esq',  Lieut,  of  Camberland. 
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Col.  Glbmint  Bidblb  to  P&ssidbht  Whaetoh^. 

Moorball,  21  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

.  John  Hembmrger,  Powder  maker  on  Freneh  Creek,  called  on  ne 
to  infonn  me  there  was  about  a  Tonn  of  Powder  belonging  to  this 
gtatOi  which  would  be  completed  in  two  Dajs;  if  jouwill  inform  me 
where  jou  would  choose  to  have  it  sent,  I  will  order  a  waggon  with 
it,  and  a  proper  Ouard. 

With  Complimeuts  to  llrs.  Wharton  &  Miss  Fishboume, 
I  am,  Sir,  with  respect, 

Your  mo.  Obed.  Serv't, 

CLEMENT  6IDDLB, 

XHrecied, 
His  Ezoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President,  Laaoastsr. 


Board  op  War  to  V.  P.  Brtak,  1778. 

War  OflEice,  May  21st,  1778. 
Sir, 

By  the  Bearer  of  this,  the  Board  have  sent  orders  to  the  Oiioavs 
commanding  at  Reading,  Bethlehem  &  Baston  to  discharge  the  Mili- 
tia stationed  at  those  Posts  by  Resolution  of  Congresa  Day  of 
last  as  the  (General  on  being  consulted  thinks  their  ServioM 
there  unnecessary,  except  a  small  Guard  ever  the  Stores  al  Reading 
GoL  Nicola's  InTslids  being  sufficient  for  the  two  other  Poets.  As 
there  msy  be  some  of  these  Troops  whose  Times  of  Service  are  not 
expired,  the  Board  have  directed  that  tbey  be  ordered  to  join  G^eaeral 
Lacey.  We  inform  you  of  this  Proceeding  that  you  may  send  any 
Orders  you  may  think  proper  on  the  subject.  As  the  Express  is 
wanted  to  proceed  on  another  Route,  as  speedily  ss  possible,  yoa  wiB 
please  expedite  his  Dqwrture  from  Lancaster. 
I  am,  with  Respect, 

Your  very  obed't  Servt, 

BIGHABD  PBTSRS. 

'  On  Public  Service. 

To  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esq',  Vice  P^sident  S.  E.  Council  of 
Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 

War  Office. 


PBNNSTLYANIA  ABCHIVE8  IHS.  641 

V.  P.  Gborgk  Brtan  to  Col.  John  Wettzbl,  1778. 

Lancaster;  Maj  22d;  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Moravian  and  Swenkfelders  have  been  very  nrgent  with  Assem- 
bly to  relax  the  Test,  and  free  them  from  the  abjuration  part.  The 
claim  of  the  King  of  Great  Britian  forbids  any  thing  like  this  beine 
done  at  present.  When  that  prince  shall  renounce  his  claim  it  will 
be  time  enough  to  reconsider  the  Test.  However,  as  these  people 
are  not  to  be  feared,  either  as  to  numbers  or  malice,  it  is  the  wish  of 
government  not  to  distress  them  by  any  unequal  fines,  or  by  calling 
them,  without  special  occasion  happens,  to  take  the  oath  at  all.  The 
disabilities  ensuing  upon  their  own  neglect  are  heavy,  and  will  without 
further  pressing  (which  may  be  termed  rigor  by  people  in  generalj 
and  persecution  by  themselves)  operate-strongly  upon  them. 

On  these  grounds,  we  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  Council  and 
Assembly  desires  to  avoid  any  noise  from  the  people  above  men- 
tioned, and  to  have  them  dealt  with,  as  others,  in  regard  to  the  de- 
linquency in  the  Militia.  Your  prudent  advice  to  your  friends  and 
deputies,  without  exposing  these  lines  to  the  knowledge  of  the  peti- 
tioners, will  serve  the  public  interest  and  oblige, 
Tour  very  obed't  serv't, 

'Q.  B. 

P.  S.    The  president  iB  very  sick.''' 

Directed. — ^To  CoL  Weitzel,  Northampton. 


V.  P.  Bbyan  to  Col.  John  Weitzbl,  1778. 

Lancaster,  22d  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  discontinue  the  Guards  of  Militia  lately 
ordered  to  be  stationed  at  Bethlehem  &  Easton,  as  the  Board  it 
War,  after  ooasolting  with  the  General,  consider  them  as  nolongec 
neoeasary. 

If  the  Guards  at  present  on  duty,  at  the  posts  above  mentioned, 
have  been  lately  called  oat,  or  should  have  any  considerable  part  of 
their  Tour  of  Duty  to  accomplish,  they  are  to  be  ordered  directlv  to 
the  Militia  Camp,  between  the  Bivers  Schuylkill  &  Delawarei  there 
to  eompleat  their  torm. 
lam,  Sir, 

Tear  yety  obed.  Serv*. 

0,  B.,  T«*  Preri*. 
'  Col.  WeitEcl,  L*  of  Northampton. 

*6eepice498. 
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V-  F.  Bbtan  to  Jacob  Morqait,  1778. 

Lanoasieri  22d  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Board  of  War,  at  York  Town,  after  coDsnlUDg  with  tlie 
Gen'l,  are  of  opinion,  that  reserving  a  Small  Qnard  over  the  Stoies, 
the  Guard  at  Reading  be  discontinued.  The  number  of  the  reduced 
Guard  need  not,  we  suppo.se^  exceed  50,  including  officers ;  but  is 
you  must  be  the  best  judge  of  this,  it  is  left  to  jour  prudence. 

Should  you  have  lately  relieved  this  Guard,  or  if  the  detaoliiDent 
now  on  Duty  in  Reading,  have  any  considerable  part  of  tbeir  term  of 
Duty  to  accomplish,  you  are  to  send  Supernumerary  officers  Apii* 
yates  to  the  Militia  Camp,  now  or  late  under  the  Command  of  GeD^ 
ral  Lacey,  there  to  finish  their  Service. 
I  am^  Sir, 

Your  very  obed.  Se^v^ 

Q.  B.,  V.  Pr. 
To  Jacob  Morgan^  Esqnire^  L^  of  Berks» 


Examination  op  Bichard  Wbstow,  1778. 

EzamiDttion  of  Richard  Weston,  of  Bedford  ooanty,  Franbtom 
township,  and  State  of  Pennsylvania.  ' 

That  John  Weston,  bis  brother,  asked  him  if  he  would  go  oot  ^ 
hunt.  That  he  had  heard  at  the  Standinff  Stone  that  a  company  « 
men  were  goin^  to  join  the  Snglish  and  the  Indians,  and  his  iDfo^ 
mant  was  Benjamin  Elliot,  in  conversation  with  Francis  Cla^ 
That  he  refused  to  go  hunting,  and  that  brother  John  and  wife  ooth 
came  and  entreated  him  to  go,  and  he  was  prevailed  on.  That  last 
Thursday  was  a  week  be  set  olF  with  his  said  brother,  and  the  fltoM 
evening  was  led  by  his  brother  to  a  company  of  men  whom  they  n^ 
in  the  woods,  in  Sinking  Spring  Valley,  via*.,  Samuel  Borrow,  Jm* 
Here,  Michael  Here,  Peter  Shaver,  Pbter  Daly,  Adam  Portmeneij 
Peter  Portmerscr,  and  old  Portmerscr,  the  father  of  Adam  »» 

Peter, McKee,  James  Little,  John  Campbell  and  Wm.  Ciwp- 

bell,  WilSam  Hamson,  James  Armstrong,  John  and  William  SbSSi^ 
ando  thers.  whoos  name  he  does  not  remember,  making  in  the  wM^ 
with  his  brother  and  himself,  the  number  of  tUaty  one.  Th»t 
McKee,  Jacob  Hare  and  .Bamet  BerveWf  ia  pirtionlar,  uzffed  hio; 
with  a  nremjae  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  pick  the  o^ 
where  he  pleased,  if  he  would  go  Yiiih  the  eompaBj  to  the  EitUn- 
ingto  join  four  or  five  hundred  English  and  IncnanB,  and  to  retivD 
to  Port  Pitt,  Frankstown  and  Sinking  Valley,  to  kill  the  male  inl* 
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bitants  capable  of  beaAsg  vms,  who  were  in  any  kind  of  fort  or  place 
of  defence,  and  all  others  of  any  sex  or  age  who  attempted  to  es- 
cape or  elude  their  search.  That  if  he  refused  to  join  said  com- 
pany, he  would  be  hung  or  banished  to  the  bay  of  Honduras,  if  tfa# 
English  prevailed  oyer  this  country.  That  he  went  with  the  com- 
pany over  Allegany  mountain.  That  in  their  progress  they  were 
met  by  Indians,  and  that  one  of  them  shot  his  brother,  and  anetbev 
of  them  scalped  him.  That  after  his  brother  was  shot,  McKee 
pulled  a  letter  out  of  his  pocket  which  he  had  got  from  an  English 
officer  in  Carlisle  gaol,  and  with  the  letter  displayed  a  handkerchief, 
crying  peace,  peace,  brothers,  but  that  the  Savages  ran  off  without 
giving  attention.  That  immediately  he  returned  with  McKee,  Jacob 
and  Michael  Hare,  Little,  Adam  Portmerser,  Peter  Portmerser, 
William  and  John  Shilling,  Peter  Shaver,  William  Hamson,  and 
one  or  two  more  whose  names  he  does  not  know.  That  he  parted 
with  some  of  them  at  the  foot  of  Allegany,  and  with  others  in  Sink- 
ing Valley,  all  of  whom  declared  they  never  would  return  home  or 
surrender  themselves,  but  go  to  Baltimore  and  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
Englbh  Fleet*  That  be  came  and  surrendered  himself  to  Captain 
John  McDonald,  at  Edward  Beatys.  That  MoKey  informed  the 
company  that  he  understood  a  number  of  English  were  to  join  the 
Savages,  and  about  the  tenth  of  next  month  to  come  down  upon  this 
State.  That  he  was  informed  by  his  brother,  John  Weston,  that 
John  Hess  was  to  meet  and  join  the  company.  Examination  taken 
April  27th,  1778. 

That  he  heard  Zebediah  Rickets,  now  a  prisoner,  say,  that  if  he 
knew  how  to  leave  his  family  he  would  go  away,  to  avoid  taking  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  State. 

Examination  of  Michael  Warrick : 

That  he  lodged  in  Jacob  Rowlers  house  last  Saturday  night ;  that 
ft  little  before  day  he  was  awoke  by  the  barking  of  dogs ;  that  he 
heard  soon  after  a  person  knocking  at  the  door,  and  called  said 
Bowles  wife  by  name  repeatedly,  aud  asked  if  her  husband  was  ia 
the  house ;  that  she  awoke  her  husband,  who  went  out  of  doors  and 
remained  some  time,  returned  and  went  to  bed }  that  he  awoke  John 
Yansant. 

Examination  of  John  Yanzant : 

That  he  asked  Jacob  Bowler  who  called  him  out;  who  answtted 
he  was  not  out. 
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Edwabd  Evaks  to  Col.  Matlack,  1778. 

Near  Trenton,  May  2Sd,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  think  it  nececarej  to  Inform  yon  that  on  the  20tb  of  Sept'  hst, 
the  day  after  onr  Militia  marched  from  the  falls  of  Schoolkill,  I  en- 
tered the  City  of  Philad^,  that  on  my  Leaving  it  the  same  day  I  fell  in 
with  a  Corporal  and  5  or  6  lame  Soldiers  helonging  to  Col.  NieboU's 
Corps  of  Invalids,  (the  Colonel  then  being  at  Bristol)  with  these 
men  I  was  determined  to  bring  off  a  small  Hoyate  that  I  knew  wis 
some  time  ago  in  the  possction  of  a  person  who  had  a  suspitioas 
Carrackter,  with  respect  to  onr  Cause,  by  the  name  of  Oswal  Earej 
I  accordingly  waited  on  him  and  Demanded  the  same,  when  he  in- 
formed me  on  his  Hononr  that  it  was  on  board  Captain  Joaiars  Con- 
tinental  Oallate,  but  as  I  did  not  Choos  to  take  his  word  I  went 
with  the  men  in  Serch  of  the  same,  and  in  my  seroh  for  the  Hoyate 
t  fonnd  a  Large  Quantity  of  Powder,  I  judged  about  a  Ton  or  up- 
wards. I  Demanded  to  know  whoso  powder  it  was,  he  in  the  Pint 
place  informed  me  that  It  was  his  own  property,  afterwards  he  told 
me  that  it  was  John  Nizons,  that  it  might  be  Long  to  the  proTiiioe.  I 
informed  him  that  I  should  Remove  it ;  he  Refused  to  let  it  go,  un- 
less I  showed  him  my  authority;  that  upon  this  I  proceeded  to  CoL 
McVaughs,  where  I  procured  8  Waggons,  and  with  the  same  Guard 
Delivered  it  in  the  Care  of  a  Captain  of  Light  Horse  belon^ng  to 
the  state  of  North  Carolina,  who  happened  to  be  at  Col.  Mc  Vanghs, 
where  it  was  safe  Delivered  to  Col.  Flowers,  at  Bristol ;  that  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Head  Quarters  and  Laid  the  same  before  Oeneral  Nash, 
who  assured  me  the  affair  should  be  Laid  before  the  other  Officers, 
and  the  affare  seen  into.  But  as  that  Brave  officer  was  shortly  after 
carried  off,  I  apprehend  the  affare  has  not  been  Laid  in  a  proper  Line. 
I  think  it  nececary  to  be  informed  whether  the  said  powder  was  prir 
vate  property  or  belonged  to  the  United  States;  If  privit  property, 
I  am  of  Oppinion  that  it  is  Confiscated,  as  it  was  GonvaMl  &  ap- 
peared to  be  Designed  for  the  Enemy.  I  think  John  Nixons  Cha- 
rickter  was  iojewred  by  Eave  saying  that  it  was  his  property,  I  Bhall 
therefore  rite  to  Mr.  Nixon  concerning  the  same,  that  he  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  Clearing  himself  from  snch  an  aspertion,  as  I 
looked  on  you  to  be  the  properest  person  to  have  the  Matter  De- 
justed  &  bit>ught  to 'Light,  I  have  used  the  freedom  to  rite  thia  to 
you,  as  I  intend  to  Clame  the  same  if  it  should  not  belong  to  tke 
United  States,  of  which  I  shall  be  Extreamly  oblig'd  to  you  to  in- 
form me  as  soon  as  its  Convenient.  N.  B.  I  should  have  mentioned 
it  to  you  when  I  saw  you  in  Lancaster,  had  I  have  none  the  &te  of 
our  General. 

I  am,  with  Esteem, 

yonrmost  obedient, 

EDWARD  EVANS. 

Directed. — ^To  Col.  Timothey  Matlack,  at  or  near  Lancaster. 
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JoNA.  B.  Smith  to  V.  P.  G.  Bryan,  1778. 

•  1st.  That  20,010,000  Dollars  emitted  from  22d  day  of  Jane  proT, 
1775,  till — *,  bo  borrowed  on  Loan  Office  Certificates  of  the  United 
States,  &  destroyed. 

2.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  States  forthwith  to 
provide  laws  for  stopping  the  circulation  of  all  bills  of  the  emissiona 
aforesaid,  after  the  —  day  of  —  next,  by  not  oonsidering  them  as 
legal  tender,  but  that  they  be  received  in  exchange  for  Loan  office 
certificates,  or  in  payment  of  a  continental  tax  to  be  raised  by  the 
States,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  —  day  of  —  last. 

3.  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Cont^  L.  Offices  be  directed  to 
ent,  by  a  circular  punch  of  an  inch  diameter,  an  hole  in  each  bill, 
whsdi  they  may  receive  of  the  said  emissions,  to  cross  the  same,  &o., 
&c.,  &  |o  transmit  such  bills  to  the  Continental  Treasurer,  to  be  in 
presence  of  a  Committee  of  Congress — destroyed.^ 

5.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States,  by  laws,  &c.,  to 
lay  taxes,  cancel  their  respective  emissions,  confiscate  &  sell  the  es- 
tates of  persons  who  have  forfeited,  &c.,  &  lending  to  the  United 
States,  on  Loan  office  certificates,  the  money  arising  from  such  sales, 
&  for  ceasing  to  make  further  emissions  of  bills  of  Credit. 

8.  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  Committeed  at  N. 
Haven,  be  transmitted  to  the  Southern  States;  the  propriety  of 
adopting  similar  measures  be  referred  to  their  serious  consideration, 
&  that  it  be  recommended  to  States  Eastward  of  Delaware  to  suspend 
the  execution  of  the  plan  of  the  Convention  for  regulatine  prices, 
nntill  Congress  shall  inform  them  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Southern 
States  upon  the  same  subject. 

Sunday  morn'g. 
Sir, 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  your  sentiments  on  the  propriety  & 
Safety  of  them  in  some  part  of  our  bills  of  Credit,  in  manner  as 
above.  The  Credit  of  our  money  is  an  object  now  in  view  here.  I 
confess  I  fear  too  great  an  eflfect  on  the  public  mind  for  adopting 
this  measure.  I  thank  yon  for  your  several  letters.  The  ace**  from 
y«  city  9Te  flattering.  Is  it  a  Mr.  Baily,  who  several  years  ago  was 
connected  with  Stephen  Carmicks  family  ?  But  Hmeo  danaos  &  dona 
ferentes.  By  Mr.  Baily  I  send  you  a  packet  containing  some  French 
&  some  old  English  Papers,  which  you^l  please  to  return  when  yon 
shall  have  sufficiently  satisfied  yourself.  I  will  endeavor  for  later 
ones.  The  ace*  from  Oen'l  Lacey  is  clever  &  does  him  credit.  I 
havo  made  it  accompany  the  accounts  from  the  City,  so  that  it  has 
been  in  almost  eveiy  hand  here.  By  Mr.  Delany  1  shall  give  yoa 
more  of  the  treaty  this  day. 

I  am,  Sir,  y  afioct. 

*  A  small  pieoe  here  ton  ofL 
t  See  page  538. 
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Near  1  week  ago  we  heard  that  2  French  &  1  Spanish  Venel  ven 
taken  off  the  Gapes  of  Virginia,  hav'g  fought  2  honn  a  60  Qua 
Ship— hearibg  no  more  ainoe  it  is  now  doubted.  Be  pinaed  to 
thank  Gol.  Matlaok  for  me  for  his  letter. 

Gen'l  Washington  had  a  great  &  genteel  well  condoeted  enter- 
tainment at  Camp. 
Directedf 

Hon'ble  George  Bryan;  Es^r.,  Lancaster. 


Council  to  Gbnl.  Washinoton,  1778. 

Lancaster,  23d  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

As  it  is  apprehended  here,  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  liss 
been  nominated  by  the  most  Christian  King,  Ambassador  to  tb 
United  States  of  America,  &  that  he  may  be  expected  shortly  to 
pass  thro'  this  borough  in  his  wajr  to  Congress,  it  would  bigblj 
oblige  the  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  if  some  preyious  intimi^ 
tion  of  the  time  of  his  Lordship's  Journey  could  be  given  by  one « 
the  Gentlemen  of  your  Excellency's  familly,  in  order  that  due  honour 
might  be  done  to  so  respectable  a  personage  by  this  StatC;  as  fiur  tf 
present  circumstances  may  admit. 

This  morning  early,  his  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jmi^ 
Esquire,  died  here  very  unexpectedly.  The  State  suffers  by  the  loss « 
the  worthy  president.  But  tho'  Council  sensibly  feel  the  wantrf 
his  presence  in  their  deliberations,  your  Excellency  may  be  issm 
of  their  most  spirited  exertions,  &  that  they  will  steadily  oo-oper*^ 
with  yon  in  every  measure  for  the  public  good« 
I  am;  may  it  please  your  Exeellency, 

Y'  Ezoell'*  most  obed« 

&  very  hnmb.  Serv*. 

G.  B. 


Council  to  Timothy  Pickbeino,  &;c.,  1778. 

Lancaster,  24th  May,  1779- 
Sir, 

1  hastened  out  of  bed  at  an  early  hour  this  momiDg  to  itf^^. 
Warrant  for  impressing  12  Waggons  to  accommodate  Colonel  H^^ 
sons  Regiment  of  Artillery,  &  a  detachment  of  the  2d  Virgini^^^ 
Regiment  from  Wrijghta'  Ferry  to  Camp,  but  I  moat  take  the  Ub^ 
of  remarking  on  this  apparent  Emergency. 
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The  heavy  burden  on  this  Ssate,  and  partioulariy  the  County  of 
Ijanoftster,  ought  to  have  influenoed  the  hiring  of  Carriages  for  the 
Troops  of  Virginia,  within  that  State.  This  is  the  usiud  praetioe. 
3at  if  this  were  otherwise,  Frederie,  in  Maryland,  or  York  County, 
ia  this  State,  might  easily  have  been  applied  to,  during  the  march  of 
these  troops.  The  great  numbers  already  sent  from  henoe  to  Camp, 
&  still  forcing  out,  will,  I  fear,  make  it  difficult  for  to  have  these 
troops  provided  without  delay ;  at  least,  the  present  call  will  have  a 
Tendency  to  deprive  the  General  of  twelve  Waggons  he  has  de- 
manded, an  inconvenience  I  know  yon  would  wish  to  avoid. 

Mr.  Ross  complains  that  the  County  Waggon  Master  does  not  re- 
side in  this  Borough.  Doubtless  it  is  inconvenient,  but  the  huge 
arrears  due  to  the  people  of  this  county,  &  the  number  called  for  at 
a  time  of  great  scarcity  of  Labourers,  makes  the  office  very  irksome. 
Cooucil  are  difficulted  to  get  active  man  to  undertake  it,  or  con* 
tinue  in  it.  It  should  be  oonadered,  that  if  the  owners  are  thoroughly 
unwilling  to  turn  out  their  teams,  they  have  many  indirect  means  to 
withhold  them,  tho'  the  greatest  pains,  &  even  force,  be  applied  to 
compel  them. 

I  trust  that  yon  will  see  the  necessity  of  ordering  any  Waggoni^ 
that  may  be  procured  on  the  present  occasion,  to  he  instantly  dis- 
charged on  their  arrival  at  Camp.  They  must  go  very  inconveni- 
ently &  much  unfurnished  for  any  stay,  to  continue  them  in  service ; 
under  such  disagreeable  ciroumstances  will  greatly  disgust  the  people, 
and  thereby  hurt  the  service,  have  a  tendency  to  render  the  Quarter 
M'  odious  and  prevent  his  usefulness  in  future. 

Timothy  Pickering,  Esq'.,  &  the  Board  of  War,  at  York  Town. 


Col.  RicnABD  MoAlbstbr  to  PaBSiDBNT  Wharton,  1778. 

May  24%  1778. 

I  have  been  striveing  Ever  since  Rec*  Your  Ezelltacie's  Orders, 
to  Git  a  Return  of  the  Arms  in  this  County,  both  Public  &  Privet. 
There  is  som  Batalions  I  have  Got  no  Return  from  as  yet ;  tliho* 
the  Repeated  Dimands  I  have  made  to  have  them  Reddy  by  the  15^ 
or  16  instant,  I  have  not  Rec*  from  more  than  5  Batajions  thire 
Returns.  M'  Hays  Returns  not  one  Privet  arm,  ondly  Public  ones. 
The  People  Complain  so  hevely  Respecting  the  arms  which  they 
G-ive  up  for  two  vears  Past,  which  wass  Apraised,  sent  out  in  the 
Militia  &  not  paid  for,  that  they  all  Indevonr  to  sechret  thire  arms 
what  they  now  have,  and  it  is  impossible  to  Git  a  good  ac*  of  them,  as 
they  Suspect  they  will  be  appraised  and  taken  as  before.  Indeed, 
the  aiinaa  of  the  pe<^  ave  Exceedingly  S#wered  by  this ;  thiie 
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arms  wass  apraised  at  that  time  Exceeding  loo — ^Must  pay  at  least 
4  or  5  times  the  price  now ;  thej  look  to  me  for  Pay,  and  GiTesflK 
mneh  oneaByneae.  I  have  Bee*  no  orders  of  the  Kind ;  hat  wis  it 
Consistant,  should  be  Glad  to  have  it  in  my  Power  to  Q&iet  tbem 
&  Remove  this  Mnrmoring ;  the  amount  wUl  not  be  so  Yerry  Goe- 
aiderable,  as  the  apraisements  wass  so  very  loo.  Arms  ia  Rnij 
scarce  in  this  County  since  the  time  they  were  taken  up  and  went  to 
Camp  before  tbe  &te  of  fort  Washington ;  but  still  not  so  maeh  u 
it  appears,  as  the  people  sechret  them,&  believe  wass  the  former  los 
of  them,  w^"  som  blankets  Discharged  w*  alter  the  Case.  Tbisdtj 
being  a  field  day,«[  observed  there  did'nt  apear  20  Guns  in  tiie  field, 
I  have  a  list  of  those  who  have  arms  far  as  as  the  Returns  is  wxk, 
but  Suspect  the  half  hath  Denied  having  aney.  The  Amooot  of  tk 
Returns  made  to  me  of  Private  arms,  is  402,  the  Publick  umBi 
86 }  twenty  four  of  them  in  my  hands  that  I  Purched.  8  mosketi 
of  my  Pnrohifiing  hath  been  taken  from  the  Militia  on  there  ny 
from  Camp  by  officers ;  som  Gtot  Bee**,  &  others  did  not ;  howenr, 
I  made  them  prove  it.  Shall  forward  all  the  other  Returns  u  6^ 
as  I  can  Colect  them,  but  am  Certain  shall,  for  the  Reaisons  Gino, 
not  Git  an  ad*  of  the  half  ontill  those  old  matters  is  settled.  Hor- 
ever,  the  half  that  hath  been  seen  is  not  worth  any  thing,  nor  Cu 
they  be  mad  fit  to  be  of  any  Service  in  the  field.  I  am  told,& 
belive  it  to  be  true,  many  hide  thire  Guns  in  their  bams  k  sock 
Places  as  they  Can't  be  Seen,  for  fear  of  having  tbem  taken  ta, 
&  others  that  hath  not  hid  them.  Swear  no  Person  shall  have  then, 
but  if  they  are  obliged  to  maceh,  will  take  thire  one  Gun  themtelTt^ 
but  no  other  Person  shall  lay  a  hand  on  them. 

I  weat  y  Exelencees  furder  Directions  in  this  Matter,  andunf 
Ezelencee's  Most  ob^  Hu"  Servant^ 

R«  MCALESTEB. 

Directedy 

His  Exelency,  Thomas  Wharton  Esqr.,  Presedent  of  the  Supni« 
Executif  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvaniai  Lancaster. 


V.  P.  Geo.  Bryan  to  Michael  Hillegas,  1778. 

Lancaster,  29*  May,  17^8. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  21*^  Instant,  directed  to  our  lajbe  worthj  ^ 
dent,  was  referred  to  me  by  M'  James  Whaarton,  {(x  leplj. ,  ^^ 
desire  to  know  whether  you,  as  late  Treasurer  of  Pennsjlvani*!  «* 
be  within  the  obligation  of  bringing  in  to  the  present  Ti«a^' 
before  the  1*'  of  June  next;  su^  of  the  Billa  of  Gredi^  msa»» 
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under  tbe  anthority  of  the  Kiog  of  Great  Britain,  as  may  be  in  your 
hands.  M'  Bayard,  the  speaker  of  Assembly,  &  the  Goancil  have 
Been  y'  Letter,  bat  the  exposition  of  Laws  belongs  to  the  Courts  of 
Justice.  A  very  safe,  &  for  what  appears,  ready  course,  is  susgested 
to  me.  This  is,  that  you  pack  in  a  small  Box,  all  such  bills,  a  after 
fixing  your  seals  on  it,  you  lodge  it  in  the  office  of  David  Rittenhousei 
Esquire,  till  you  have  opportunity  to  meet  the  Committee  of  Acoount8| 
&  oount  &  deliver  over  the  same."*^ 
I  am^  Sir, 

Your  very  obed.  Serv*, 

GEO.  BEYAN. 
Directed, 
To  Michael  HiUegas,  Bsq'. 


OouNOiL  TO  BoABD  OP  War,  1778. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  fevour  of  the  20th  Instant  and  an  Order  for  half  a  ton  of 
powder,  one  ton  of  lead,  k  two  thousand  Flints  is  received.  The 
earnest  entreaties  for  support  to  the  frontier  counties  are  very  dis- 
tressiog,  and  their  application  for  rifles  for  the  Militia  very  pressing. 
Kifies  are  not  in  the  power  of  this  Council,  and  therefore  we  mnst 
depend  on  a  supply  from  your  board,  this  we  hope  may  be  furnished 
by  repairing  the  continental  rifles  now  at  Carlisle.  Precautions  are 
given  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties,  respecting  the  Ammuni- 
tion committed  to  their  care,  and  they  are  directed  to  take  every 
Measure  Necessary  to  prevenX  the  waste  of  it. 

The  Orders  of  the  21st  for  discharging  the  Guards  is  duly  at- 
tended to.  We  suppose  that  Col.  Grubb  has  aoted  consistent  with 
your  ideas  in  calling  for  a  guard  of  one  hundred  men  at  Lebanon  to 
secure  the  stores  there.  The  H'nble  W.  A.  Atlee  insists  on  the 
neoessity  of  keeping  up  a  Guard  of  200  men  in  thia  borough  until 
he  has  collected  the  Hessian  prisoners. 

Lancaster,  May  25th,  1778. 

P.  S.  It  is  proposed  to  withdraw  the  guard  at  Middleton  as  soon 
as  the  Hessians  are  brought. 

Directedf 

To  the  Board  of  War. 

*  Bee  page  588. 


560  PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVBS  1778. 


Council  to  Colonbl  GALBRAirn,  1778. 

In  Gonneily 

Lancaster^  25th  May,  1778. 

Sir,  ' 

The  remains  of  the  Crews  of  the  Oalliee  lately  employed  on  tie 
Delaware  are  just  come  to  this  Borough.  It  was  in  coDtempktioi 
to  employ  them  on  the  Chesapeak  Bay,  Congress  at  least  aak^  ftr 
them.  Bat  now  it  is  hoped  that  they  may  be  soon  re-eetahiisked 
in  their  Vessels  in  guarding  the  River,  for  the  Gallies  are  jet  i& 
being,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  refitted. 

In  the  mean  time  as  they  are  at  present  here,  &  most  be  pud  & 
victaalledj  it  will  relieve  you  from  the  necessity  of  employing  n 
many  Militia  as  was  desired  some  days  since,  should  yonooantn 
180  of  these  boatmen  towards  the  guard  at  Lancaster,  I  dare  njtlM 
people  of  the  County  will  have  no  objection  that  these  folb  under- 
take their  duty  for  a  few  weeks. 
I  am, 
/       Sir,, 

your  very  obed*  Serv*. 

Directed, 

Col.  Galbraith. 


Samuel  Laibd  to  Secrstabt  Matlack^  1778. 

Carlisle,  25«»  May,  1778. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  and  not  before  I  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  I^ 
of  the  7th  Inst.,  and  have  not  at  present  an  oppertunity  of  oonsolt- 
iDg  the  other  Commissioners,  therefore  can  only  inform  you  tbatii 
most  parts  of  the  County  the  Collectors  are  collecting  the  dp'  tUi 
and  hath  paid  a  considerable  part  thereof  to  the  Treasurer.  Ai 
Board  have  been  repeatedly  disappointed  by  the  Assbtant  Aasesoi* 
appointed  for  the  Township  of  Lack,  Uierefore  that  Township  is  ^^ 
taxed,  and  the  appeal  for  the  northern  district  hath  upon  that  aes' 
been  detain'd  until  now,  and  this  day  I  set  out  to  assist  in  holding 
an  Appeal  in  said  District    The  last  mentioned  tax  We  intend  J^ 
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oeediBg  upon  u  soon  as  the  Appeal  is  over,  and  if  the  Interposition 
of  the  Legislature  shall  be  found  necessary  we  will  inform  jou. 
I  am  with  great  respect^  Sir, 

your  very  H'ble  Servant, 

SAM^  LAIRD, 

one  of  the  Comm'*  of  C.  G. 

Directed^ 

On  Publio  Service. 

To  Timothy  MatUok^  Esquire^  Seoi^  to  the  Hon'ble  Execntive 
Oonncil^  Lancaster. 


LlBUTSNAKT  JOHN  WbTZBL  TO  PbBSIDKNT  WhAETON,  1778. 

MaeconngO;  in  Northampton  Gonnty^  Hay  26^,  1778. 
Sir; 

I  received  yours  of  the  22»'  Ins*,  and  perceive  ly  it  that  the  Mo- 
ravians and  Sinkfelders  have  been  busy  with  their  petitions  for 
redress  of  Grievances,  which  I  am  sure,  Sir,  were  never  inflicted  on 
them  in  this  Gounty  more  than  on  other  people  of  different  denomi- 
nations, or  more  than  the  Laws  of  this  Gommon  Wealth  justly 
directs. 

Kind  Sir,  you  may  believe  me  when  I  take  this  friendly  opportu- 
nity to  inform  you  that  I  should  be  heartily  sorry  to  distress  any 
one  individual,  or  set  of  Men  with  unequal  fines  within  the  limits 
of  my  junsdiction,  further  than  Government  provides  in  cases  of 
collecting  of  fines.  I  would,  Sir,  further  inform  yon  with  respect  to 
the  disaffected  Men  in  this  Gounty,  that  one  tenth  part  of  them  have 
not  taken  the  oath  yet,  nor  do  they  ever  mean  to  do  it ;  tho'  special 
occasion  offers  every  day  to  cause  us  to  force  them  to  give  assurances 
of  their  good  behavionr  towards  our  Laws  and  the  dictates  of  Go- 
yernment  ^ 

Sir^  I  can  with  sincerity  inform  you  that  the  bad  behaviour  of  the 
Tories  in  this  Gounty,  and  those  in  particular  who  have  been  some 
time  ago  committed  to  Easton  Goal  merit  no  Lenity,  notwithstand- 
ing I  have  treated  them,  and  will  ever  endeavour  to  treat  mankind 
in  such  a  manner  as  no  part  of  my  Gonduot  shall  or  may  be  looked 
upon  as  rigorous,  or  my  Actions  ever  deserve  the  name  of  persecu- 
tion ;  On  this  foundation,  Sir,  I  shall  ever  Act  whilst  I  live,  and 
whilst  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  in  Office  under  so  respectable  a  Body 
as  the  Honourable  Supreme  Executive  Gouncil  of  the  Gommon 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania 

Sir,  I  can  with  pleasure  assure  you  that  I  shall  ever  make  it  my 
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particular  stticly  to  promote  peace  and  harmony^  and^l  ever  «• 
doaYOOT  to  suppress  anything  that  would  tend  to  give  oorOoimcilw 
Assembly  disturbance  or  trouble. 

I  am,  Sir^  with  due  respeot, 

your  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  WETZEL,  Lieutenant 

P.  S.     I  am,  Sir,  sincerely  sorry  for  the  indiqwsition  of  oc 
Honourable  President's  health  at  present.* 


Lieut.  Samuel  IIuntbe  to  Council,  1778. 

Sunbury,  26**  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  Council  last  there  is  frequently  Expresses  comei^ 
to  inform  me  of  Savages  killing  and  Captivaiting  the  Back  inhabi- 
tants. The  16*'  Inst.,  nigh  the  mouth  of  Bald  Eagle  creek,  tbeie 
was  killed  and  scalped  by  the  Indians  three  men  that  was  putiog  in 
a  spring  crop,  and  on  the  18""  Inst.,  nigh  Pine  Creek,  there  vtf » 
man  &  woman  &  child  taken  Prisoners,  and  on  the  20^  Inst,  tbeie 
was  two  men  and  seven  women  and  Childcm  taken  from  one  House 
near  Lycoming  creek — they  took  them  all  Prisoners,  and  Testeidaj 
there  was  an  Express  from  Muncy,  informing  me  of  three  faoilj^ 
Consisting  of  Sixteen  in  number,  being  killed  and  taken  9,ynj(^ 
Loyalsock,  about  six  miles  above  Sam.  Wallis's;  there  was  intt^ 
of  them  found  killd,  as  the  Enimy  had  set  fire  to  the  Houses.  I| 
has  so  alarmed  the  inhabitants  to  such  a  degree  that  they  9^  ^^ 
fled  to  Samuel  Wallis's,  where  they  intend  to  make  a  stand  uhbU 
the  militia  of  those  two  lower  Battalions  marches  up  to  thor 
assistance. 

I  have  Given  Orders  for  all  that  is  Provided  with  arms  to  W 
themselves  in  Rediness  Imadiatly  for  their  owen  Defence.  .  }^ 
there  is  a  Great  backwardness  prevails  with  a  number  of  the  mill** 
of  this  County  in  Regard  of  their  Situations,  being  with  great  Pf?" 
jriety  frontiers  themselves,  so  that  its  hard  to  turn  out  from  th&i 
•amilys. 

We  are  Badly  off  for  Provisions,  and  Especially  meat,  as  there  n 
no  Commissary  appointed  for  this  County  to  Buy  up  such  Btor^ 
And  arms  is  very  much  wanted  as  there  is  not  above  seven  Hon^^ 
and  fifty  that  is  fit  for  use,  and  sixty  of  them  Publick  arms,  wM 
is  Very  Ordinary.  I  give  Orders  for  a  Company  of  Volintiers  (f 
of  Each  of  the  Battalions  to  be  formed,  which  will  do  more  scrnct 

*  See  page  646. 
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than  all  the  militU  of  the  Coautji  for  taking,  the  People  19  glasses. 
as  their  Tower  of  duty  comes  will  not  do  to  nght  IndianB.  As  the 
General  Assemhly  is  now  sitiDg,  I  would  be  Desireons  they  would 
appoint  one  of  themselves,  that  ia  out  of  this  County,  to  procure 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  Nominate  a  person  to  act  as  Commissary 
to  purchase  Provisions.  I  made  mention  of  Col^  William  Cook, 
who  would  undertake  to  find^the  militia  of  thia  County  ip  Provisions, 
provided  he  was  furnished  with  Cash,  which  is  Very  much  wanted, 
for  I  Doubt  the  Indian  War  is  become  General.  I  have  Wrote 
about  arms  and  ammunition,  but  Thomas  Hewit,  Esq',  Just  arrive- 
ing  here,  by  whome  I  am  informed  there  is  such  articles  Provided 
for  this  County,  and  I  hope  will  be  a  ineaus  of  Enoonrageing  the 
People  to  make  a  stand,  suppose  all  that  had  arms  was  fully  Bent 
in  turning  out  against  the  Enimys  of  their  Cowtfy. 
I  am  s% 

with  Due  Respect, 

your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Hamb*  SenrS 

SAML.  HUNTER,  Lieut. 

>    To  His  Exoelency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  President  of  j«  Honou- 
rable the  Ex^cutiYe  Council,  Lancaster*  . 
^^  Jn<>  Harris,  Jun",  Express. 


Col,  G.  GiBgoir  to  Ool.  Matlaok,  17T8- 

D'  Sir, 

On  .the  other  Side  you  have  the  order  of  procession.    Ton  win 
please  to  make  such  animadversions  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Genl^ 
^ho Officiated  as  Officersas  yon  may  think  they  merited^ 
I  an*  Sir,  yours,  &c., 

G.  GIBSON. 

P.  8,  If  necessary  I  have  annez'd  the  names  of  the  officers : 
0.  G.^  Cap*.    Col.  Bayard,  Lieu*.    Col*  Ross,  Ensign. 

As  The  Corpse  was  brought  into  the  Street  &  placed  on  the  Bier, 

a  AipitX  was  then  made  from  the  Cupulo  of  the  Court  house  by 

Letting  fly  a  Flag,  which  announced  to  the  Cknt*  who  commanded 

the  Artillery  that  the  procession  was  to  begin,  upon  which  the 

Vol.  VL— 24 
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minute  Guns  began  to  Fire|  &  the  Procession  moved  on  in  tlie 
following  Order. 

Two  Serjeants  with  their  arms  reTorsed. 

Lieu^  &  Ensign. 

Band  of  Musio. 

Fifes  &  Drums. 

Soldiers  in  4  Divisions,  10  deep,  arms  Beversed. 

Cap^  of  the  Comp'y. 

Clergy. 

Fhysicutna. 

Corpse,  &c.* 

Col- Maflack,  Pres*. 


Nayt  Boabd  to  Comhibsionsbs,  &;g.,  1778. 

War  Office,  May  27, 1778. 

Oentlemen, 

We  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  on  the  subject  of  joor 
appointment.  By  a  former  resolution  of  Congress  the  direction  of 
the  Commissioners  on  the  East  side  of  Susquehanna  was  entirely 
placed  on  the  Honble  Council  of  this  state,  and,  therefore,  for  any 
directions  you  want  you  will  apply  to  them.  We  have  allowed  no 
pay  for  clerk  to  the  Commissioners  on  this  side  the  river,  aa  we 
conceived,  the  Commissioners  safficie^t  for  their  services.  Tb« 
above  resolutionf  of  Congress  was  transmitted  to  Coundl  n  eon- 
siderable  time  ago,  and  we  suppose  their  letter  to  you  has  miscarried. 
or  vou  would  have  been  informed  that  your  purchases  were  difeeM 
to  be  stopped.  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  90  doubt  pav  doe  atten- 
'Uon  to  the  resolution  and  deliver  over  all  you  have  purchased  to  the 
commissary  of  the  district,  taking  his  receipt,  whidi  will  be  neoessarv 
as  a  voucher  to  you  on  settlement  of  your  accounts  with  the  GounciL 
We  are  your  obedient  serv**, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
By  order  of  the  Board. 

*  For  a  fvaier  aocount  of  the  arrangements  see  CoL  Bee.,  VoL,  2L, 

p.  498-600. 
t  See  page  422. 
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Hon.  Thomas  MgEsan  to  Y.  P.  Geo.  Brtak,  1778. 

DeiurSir, 

I  forgot  in  my  letter  of  this  morning  to  mention  that  a  certain 
James. Sraoken  (one  of  the  persons  named  in  ypnr  last  Proclama- 
tion) was  brought  l)efore  me  yesterday  ifithont  any  testimony  or 
evidence  vhatsoerer  against  him.  I  took  his  own  Examination; 
wherein  he  endearoxirg  to  ezcnse  his  going  to  Philadelphia  by  saying 
be  was  in.  a  consumption,  &  went  there  for  the  benefit  of  skilfnl 
Physicians  and  good  medicines,  and  that  he  gave  no  intelligence  to 
the  Enemy,  nor  did  he  join,  aid  or  comfort  them.  To  keep  him 
confined  in  goal,  when  at  his  trial  perhaps  little  may  be  proved 
against  him,  may  be  a  reflexion  on  the  justice  of  the  State ;  and  vet 
Xhave  an  unfavorable  impression  of  the  man,  as  I  am  told  he  naiB 
been  uniformly  inimical.  He  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  yesterday, 
and  is  sent  to  the  Prison  of  this  county. 

Perhaps  Council  may  have  some  Evidence  agatniA  this  man,  or 
know  the  names  of  some  persons  who  m^  be  witnesses  against  him ; 
if  so,  I  must  beg  the  earliest  information  what  or  who  it  is.    If 
there  is  none  I  shall  be  obliged  to  bul  him. 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  sevanti  ^ 

THO.  H'KBAN. 
^  York-Town,  May  27th,  1777. 

P.  B.  Twoof  Eelte  Shodcey'a men, is  0app9sed,  have  been  takeb 

&  brought  before  me,  vis.,  Jas.  Nugent  &  Gresenor^'boih  near 

E         Chamber»-barg  in  Cumberland  oounty.     These  are  all  oat  of  16 

i         whooi  I  have  examined  oarefoily*  having  employed  three  daya  about 

it^  whom  I  think  can  be  ftirly  ehfiiEged.witik  beiBg  eoneened  in  tte 

f        -^oQiiterliithic  buaineai  or  uttera^  oeunterfoit  money  Inuiwingly. 

llnafw  weiia  lahall  aend  timm  to  Carlisle  £or  Trial;  I  do  not 

I         choose  to  take  them  ont  of  the  goal  of  thie  jdaoe  loog  bflfiire  their 

»         trial,  as  it  is  much  securer  than  the  goal  of  Comberland  County. 

[  Directed. 

The  Honorable  George  BvyaO;  jEsquirO;  Vice  Preddent  of  Penn- 
Bylaaia. 
.Frea.-rl^oF  M'Kean. 
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BoAED  OP  Wae  to  V.  p.  Quo.  Betak,  1T78. 

War  Office,  Maj  27, 1778. 

The  board  hav«  been  fa^ronzed  wiUi  your  letter  of  the  26th  inaboi 
In  addiUoa  to  the  order  for  ammuidtioDi  the  boasd  directed  that  M' 
Henry  ehonld  ^  if  poieible,  farniah  you  with  100  rifles :  a  copy  of  tha 
order  is  indoaed.  Beaidea  these,  Gan>  Boberdeaa  haa  bra  arden 
&r  and  rec*  a  noiabor  of  anna  for  the  gnard  at  Sinking  Spring  Vallej. 
.All  the  public  workmen  are  bnaily  engaged  in  rq^ainng  arms  j  bat 
•U  do  not  supply  the  demands  of  the  army. 

In  our  letter  of  the  19th  inalan^  we  innlosed  a  copy  of  our  letter 
to  Gen^  Washington^  prcqpompg  that  aboni  250  riflemen  ahonld  be 
aent  from  camp  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  froatkn.  Hie 
General  lias  favoured  us  with  hie  answer^  infonniQg  that  ha  had 
•^dered  that  number  to  inarch  forthwith.  They  ooBsiat  of  paK  of 
•the  I3th  Virgin*  regiment,  (the  other  part  being  already  at  fort  Piti,) 
A  CoV"  Qrodhead's  re^ment.  About  100  of  the  latter  wero  ,of  Cet* 
Morgan's  rifle  corps;  and  both  this  &  the  18th  Viig^r^wem 
raised  on  the  western  frontiers.  This  force,  we  trust,  will  effectually 
secure  the  frontiers,  and.we  hope  enable  the  inhabitants  to  return  to 
their  settlements. 

Jn  oonaeqaenoQ  of  their  report  &  the  resolve  of  Congress  thereon, 
the  Board  supposed  800  militia  had  been  stationed  nt  Bethlehem  i 
Easton  :  but  bv  the  return  of  their  messenger  they  find  there  have 
Immd  nott^  at  either  phoe,  nor  at  Ailentown.  These  at  Beading  an 
disehavgcd,  ezoept  about  60  for  the  town  guavd. 

On  the  6th  instant,  we  wiota  to  Od*  Gnibb,at  Lebaiioii,deaira^ 
io  know  the  number^  hip  gimrd,  and  the  naanner  of  Carmkigii; 
ibut  hayeiueelved  ao  answer.  -  A  gwd  theve  is  indispenaiUj  aecas- 
•aary;  but  of  what  strong  we  OMmotdeterattne.  WewittvBteto 
Oel«  Flawer  on  the  sufafeot,  that  aa  few  as  poasiblcmaj  be  cattad 
^k>oiki  their  ooovpatfonste  perfona  military  dnty. 
I  am,  Star,. 

very  respectfiilly, 

yeor^d^  sen^i 

TIM.  PICKERING,  i 
By( 
Directed^ 

On  public  service. 
'  The  Honu«  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  PKsident  of  the  Exeentive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

(War  Office.) 
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CoTOQUi  TO  Gwr.  Wasbxhotoh,  1778; 
In  CouDcilj 

Lancaster;  May  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

As  tliere  iMir  appears  to  be  a  hapi^  prospect  otymr  Eicslleney's 
regaimng,  in  a  short  lame,  the  possession  of  the  C^y  of  fliiladelphia, 
und  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  proyoeations  whicA  hate  bee^ 
giTen  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  dty,  may  hate  excited  a 
spirit  of  rerenge  in  the  minds  of  their  insulted  and  abnsed  conn- 
^ymelD;  whieh,  if  not  restrainod  in  time^  may  in  the  end  be  attended 
irith  very  mischieyons  consequences,  and,  possibly^  involve  many 
innocent  people  in  dreadfal  calamities;  This  Oonncil  thinks  the 
measatoes  neeessaty  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  disorders  which  may 
arise  nppn  the  arqy,  and  the.  peepla  of  the  state  le  entering  ibe  Oity , 
worthy  of  your  Excellency's  attention  for  a  few  moments,  and  there- 
fore trouble  you  with  this  intimation  of  our  apprehensions :  At  ihe 
same  time  assuring  you,  that  this  Council  will  consider  the  exertions 
which  you  may  find  necessary  for  su<$h  a  purpose,  as  a  fayour  done 
to  the  state. 

Indorsed  J 

To  His  Excelkncy;  General  Washington. 


Bbsolution  of  Conqbess,  1778. 

In  OoDgresB,  Nay  28, 1778. 

Hesolyed  :  That  all  further  purchases  of  Oloathing  on  Account  of 
the  United  States  by  the  Clothier  Qeneral,  his  Deputies  or  AgentS; 
l>e  forthwith  Suspended. 
Copy. 

Signed,  CHA.  THOMSON,  SiBc'y. 
Copy  of  a  resolve  of  Congress,  sent  in  by  Jacob  S.  Howell,  June 
4, 1778. 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

*  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  607. 


ess:        iwmsTLYiJsuL  ABCHirsa  itts. 

Board  09  War  to  Vfu.  Hbitrt,  Ylld. 

War  Office,  Hay  19, 1778. 
Sir, 

Yo«  win  pletM  t»  daliver  io  tbe  oidwr  of  die  Hon.  Couoa  of  Pen- 
i^ylvaaia,  cue  bmiirdd  eomman  Kiflea  ^irifthaBt  Bajwiets)  if  yot 
bave  or  cna  proeare  Uiafc  namber  apcedilj.  A  light  Corpi  ta 
Gamp  is  expeoted  al  Lanoaaier,  &  yoa  will  keep  ia  view  the  {troridiag 
them  with  what  they  want  for  frentier  BaaiaeaB.  We  meadoa  tb, 
as  we  ha^e  writteato  dieCooaoily  leet  your  atook  abould  betKbuitel 
bj  thifl  Order* 

Bj  order  of  the  Bond, 

BICHABD  PBTKB8. 
To  W*  Henry,  BSnf  ,  Baperinieni*  Arms,  fto.,  Laneaaler. 
Copy  examined  by  Tim.  Pickering,  j'. 


Gbn.  Waahinoton  to  V*  P.  Geo.  Brtak,  1778. 

Head  Qaarters,  TaHey  Forge,  28  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  reoeiTcd  yonr  fayor  of  the  23*  Instant,  and  dneerdy  oot'ok 
with  the  Council  and  state  on  the  loss  of  so  worthy  a  citiien  vi 
preddent. 

I  thank  you,  exoeedingly,  for  yonr  assurances  of  co-open^ 
whenever  etreumataaees  of  public  honor  ft  safety  make  it  neeefltf!' 
Ab  yet  I  have  had  ao  official  informatioa  of  the  Maraiia  ^ 
La  Fayette's  appointment  as  ambassador  firom  the  Court  ox  f^ 
to  the  United  States  of  North  America.  But  when  I  am  idw 
of  such  an  event,  I  shall  take  a  pleasure  in  giving  the  Cooseilp^ 
vious  notice  of  his  departure  from  the  army. 
I  am.  Sir, 

with  all  dae  respect, 

your  most  hble  serv*, 

G- WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Before  I  received  your  letter  of  the  27^  Instant, Il«^ 
determined  on  all  necessary  measures,  in  caae  of  the  enoniea  tv^ 
ating  Philadelnhia,  for  the  preservation  of  i>rivate  property  ao^l^ 
protection  of  the  dUsen  of  every  denomination.  I  would  beg  m>^ 
to  recommend  it  to  the  civil  authority  of  the  commonwealth  to  » 
itself  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  Gitj.    Till  then  the  Council  m}  ^ 
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assared  of  my  eodeayovn  mi  attention  to  the  peace^  aafiaty  and 
good  order  of  the  plaoe. 

&•  WASHINGTON. 
Head  Qvaiien,    > 
29UiMaj,1778.J 

Directed, 
Honbld  George  Brjao. 


John  Cabothbbs  to  Pabsii^bht  of  Oounoi!.,  1778. 

Bast  peoafibonow;  May  28, 1778. 
Sir, 

Tbe  Indiana  Continue  their  savage  cruelty  upon  our  frontiers ; 
Numbers  of  families  are  obliged  to  fly  and  Leave  their  all  to  tho 
ibercy  of  a  savage  foe,  and  numbera  fall  victims  to  their  unabated 
cruelty.  Col.  Buchanan,  the  bearer,  will  give  council  a  particular  . 
aooount  of  the  Distresses  of  the  frontier  of  this  county,  and  the 
murders  Lately  oommited  in  that  Quarter;  the  unarmed  state  of  the 
inhabitants,  notwithstanding  the  asaiBtanoe  already  given  by  the 
publie,  adds  greatly  to  the  ealamity.  The  Quota  of  ammunition 
for  this  eounty  I  have  sent  to  the  fronteers ;  part  to  Oanogoffjge  ft 
path  valley,  ft  part  to  Eishyooquilles,  but  the  number  of  men 
ebliged  to  be  under  arms  in  this  Lraat  place,  makes  the  Quantity  to 
each  man  verv  trifling,  and  numbers  to  have  none  at  all.  I  have 
given  striek  charge  with  respect  to  unnecessary  waste  of  the  ammuni. 
Hon.  M^  Hoge,  a  member  of  couneils,  wrote  me  some  time  ago 
about  a  mimbw  of  Muskets  which  oifgbt  be  had  upon  appUoation  to 
a  eertafn  gentleimn,  If  Ool.  Buchanan  be  of  a|nn1on  that  muskettf 
would  be  any  how  nseAill  to  them,  (if  rifles  cannot  be  had,)  perhaps 
they  night  yet  be  had.  I  have  purchased  about  twenty  rifles,  ft 
sent  up  to  Kfshyeequillesi  at  between  ten  ft  twenty-two  pounds  ten 
shillings  price,  ft  oould  perhaps,  get  a  few  more.  If  I  thought  my- 
self Jiutifiable  in  giving  thirty  pounds  a  piece,  I  would  be  glad  to 
have  the  opinion  of  council  upon  that  matter.  The  rifles  seat  up  by 
council  I  have  sent  to  Cane^gige  ft  path  valley.  There  is  another 
matter  I  beg  Leave  to  mentron  to  coutfcil,  sometime  ago  a  number 
of  Tories  got  in  arms  near  Standing  stone,  of  which  council  has  had 
information  already.  Whereupon  a  numb^  of  officers  and  men  (not 
of  the  classes  called  to  do  duty)  who  were  Looked  upon  to  be  best 
woodsmen,  were  obliged  to  turn  out,  ft  had  a  very  severe  march, 
almost  to  the  Ejttaning  ft  back,  being  often  in  great  Danger  from 
the  Indians,  five,  out  of  six  spyes  they  sent  out,  were  killed,  ft  suf- 
fered much.  Likewise,  for  want  of  provisions.  The  matter  now  is, 
bow  these  men  are  to  be  paid,  as  numbers  of  them  very  usefull  and 
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neceswry  on  this  expedition,  were  indnoed  to  tnrn  out  by  ileir 
officers  promising  that  they  sliould  be  paid.  I  would  also  beg 
Leave  to  ask  ooancil  what  is  my  Duty  with  respect  to  Deeerten  from 
the  militia,  whither  I  shonld  I^yy  the  fine  from  them,ormdtiMi 
back  to  camp,  or  whither  a  militia  Deserter  can  bei  Tncd  bj  aooot 
martial  not  in  actual  service — ^we  have  Just  now  taken  one,  Brov«| 
who  Deserted  from  Col.  Watts'  Glass,  &  sent  him  to  prison,  ft  it  is 
thought  before  we  Gould  procure  a  euard  &  send  him  to  camp,  tbcn 
to  have  his  tryal,  that  his  Glass  would  be  discharged,  &  Likewue  all 
the  militia  who  were  in  actual  service  when  he  Deserted,  ft  of  ooioe- 
quence  all  who  could  be  evidence  in  his  case.  I  nndeistaod  some 
dispute  happening  beitiMn  him  and  one  of  lik  Cottpaoy  offieers, 
was  the  reason  why  he  came  off;  &  perhaps  there  may  be  somethiog 
more  Odwinal  H  hia^iaae  tlbaa  mere  Desertion.  The  Deserter  in- 
sists upon  paying  his  fines^  &  Declares  he  will  nev^  serve  in  tkii 
Qompany,  &r  be  thij^ka-they  would  take  his  life.  If  I  thengkit 
dourt  martial  of  Gol.  Watts  officers  could  try  him  on  their  retm 
home,  or  after  they  come  home,  I  would  write  to  him  on  tbia  matter, 
but  as  with  me  it  is  doubtfullf  I  request  councils  Direction  in  tliis 
&  all  similar  cases. 

I  am,  siTi   ' 

with  tespeot, 

^onr  very  Humble  servent, 

JN-  G  ABOTHERS,  L.  O  0. 

P.  8.  It  is  inrobable  if  an  expedition  ia  fetmed  against  any  of  Ae 
Indian  Towns  near  the  frontaen  of  thia  county,  that  l^nmbert  ia 
f  «tef  Oiaases  vny  that  not  be  Galled  then  to  do  Doty,  would  beiodoeed 
to  marehy  provided  they  bad  a  iwomise  from  eooncil  of  exemptiA 
from  Daty  when  their  Olass  might  be  oalled.  Nnmbea  of  tin 
militia  of  this  oonntv,  who  were  oalled  to  camp  Last  winter,  Lo< 
their  Blankets,  and  are  constantly  applying  to  me  foe  the  ^h 
agreeable  to  an  order  of  Cooncii  for  that  purpose.  If  Couneilyt^ 
fore,  may  think  it  my  Duty  to  pay  said  Bhudrats,  I  would  be  ^ 
of  then  Dsiredions  in  the  matters 

J.  a,LO. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  the  Pffsident  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Po^ 
l^ylvania* 
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COMMIS^IONBRS  OF   CHESTER  Co.  TO   COUNCIL,  1778. 

[  Sign  of  the  Ship,  Maj  29th,  1778. 

J  Honoured  Sirs, 

*  We,  the  Oommissioners  of  Chester  County,  Beceived  your  Letter 
of  the  7th  Instant     In  answer  thereto  we  beg  leave  to  Inform 

^  Couneil  we  have  proceeded  Agreeable  to  the  Act  entitled  a  Sup- 

'  plement  to  the  Act  for  Emiting  the  sum  of  £200,000,  &o.     In 

^  Appointing  Assessors  for  each  Township,  a  number  of  which  made 

^  Betnms  of  property,  according  to  the  direction  of  our  Warrants,  & 

'  the  County  Adbessors  have  Taxed  the  same  according  to  Law,  & 

*  appointed  Collectors — the  Appeals  have  regularly  been  held.  The 
[  Collectors  have  received  a  considerable  part  of  s*  Tax,  and  paid 
s  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Levis,  Esq',  County  Treasurer.  The 
I  24th  day  of  June  next  is  appointed  for  a  final  settlement  with  the 

b'  Collectors,  but  from  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy  (as  we  apprehend) 
we  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  return  of  property  from  near  on^ 
third  of  the  Townships  in  the  County,  the  Township  Assessors 
having  neglected,  or  refused  to  act,  upon  which  we  fined  them,  & 
Isued  our  Writs  to  the  Sherifi^,  but  for  the  reasons  above  he  did  not 
^  execute  them. 

f  But  with  respect  to  the  other  Act  of  Qeneral  Assembly,  for  raising 

J  the  sum  of  620,000  Dollars,  we  have  proceeded  to  appoint  Free- 

holders in  every  Township,  to  Join  with  the  Assessors  in  laying  the 
Tax — the  Quotas  of  the  Township  is  also  struck. 

We  further  bog  leave  to  offer  a  few  reasons  why  we  conceive  it 
will  be  difficult  to  levy  the  Quota  of  the  aforesaid  sum  for  this 
County)  first,  because  the  appointing  of  the  Collectors  and  the 
Manner  of  their  proceeding  in  distraining,  &c.,  if  occation  is  not 
clearly  pointed  out ;  second,  whether  appeals  are  to  be  held,  and  by 
whom  5  third,  because  the  reference  to  the  Act  entitled  a  supplement 
to  the  Act  for  Emiting  the  sum  of  200,000,  &c.,  wherein  it  is 
enacted  the  two  Freeholders  as  well  as  Comm'rs,  Assessors,  &c., 
shall  be  vested  with  the  like  powers,  iSbc.,  as  is  in  said  act  mentioned, 
and  as  the  s'  recited  act  knows  nothing  of  any  Freeholders  we  cannot 
find  any  way  to  fine  them  for  their  refusal  to  act.  In  that  capacity, 
and  as  the  Township  Assessor's  Oath,  we  are  of  oppinion  must 
necessarily  differ  from  the  Oath  prescribed  in  s*  Act.  We  are 
Humbly  of  opinion  that  the  Interposition  of  Legislature  in  the 
above  remarks  is  necessary.  The  Right  of  Appeals  in  cases  of 
Taxation,  this  board  look  upon  to  be  so  Essential  to  the  Freedom 
of  any  people  that  a  Tax  ought  never  to  be  laid  without  it,  or 
human  beings  must  be  supposed  to  have  become  perfect. 

This  board  requests  Council  would  give  them  some  Directions 
with  respect  to  the  last  mentioned  act,  upon  Rect.  of  which  they 

24* 
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Intend  to  proceed  in  this  &  every  other  BudnesB  ihai  nay  eone 
before  them. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

the  ConoeOfl  meet 

obedient  Humble  Ser?^. 

WM.  EVANS. 
SKETOHf  MORTON. 
DAVID  CLOYD. 
To  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Executive  Couaoil  of  Peunsylnnii. 
Directed, 
To  the  Honourable  Qeorge  Bryan,  Eaqr. 


JoHH  Davis  to  Col.  T.  Matlack,  1778; 

Carliflle,  29th  May,  1778. 
D.S', 

The  Bearer,  Mr.  John  Ramsy,  has  ten  horses  he  purchased  bj 
order  of  Council— he  wanted  to  leave  them  with  me.  I  would 
receive  them  with  pleasure,  but  I  have  near  three  hundred  horses  on 
hand,  and  I  cant  possibly  set  men  to  send  them  to  Camp.  Tn 
oblidged  to  send  them  by  fiflys  &  sixtys  as  I  can.  I  have  advised 
Mr.  Ramsy  to  condact  his  own  horse  as  far  as  Lancaster.  I  bare 
Issued  him  forage  to  carry  him  that  far — the  horses  dont  ansF  the 
directions  that  Council  gave  him,  but  the  settlement  where  he  lived, 
was  so  much  distress^  by  the  savages  that  he  couM  not  get  better. 
I  am,  D.  S', 

your  most  obed^ 

humble  sery*, 

JOHN  DAVB. 
Directed, 
To  Colonel  Timothy  Mathtek,  Lancaster.    By  Mr.  Ramsy. 


Oct.  Jacob  Morgan  to  V.  P.  Bryait,  1778. 

Reading,  May  29th,  1778. 

Agreeable  to  orders  of  Council  of  the  18th  of  this  Instant,  I  sent 
78  Muskets,  7  Rifles,  and  15  Ouns,  in  all  100  Stand,  to  the  cue  of 
Colonel  Gibbons,  at  Harrises  Ferry,  for  the  use  of  the  Nortliom- 
berland  Militia ;  as  for  the  itifles  Mentioned  in  Mr.  Tyler's  hands, 
I  have  Received  none.    But  about  two  months  ago  I  Received  300 
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flIiBd  ifll  Affm%  &  AoooQtnviMilB  from  Ootonel  H'enry,  Liefttonani 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  from  AUenfltown,  ia  NorthanptMi 
Ooantj. 

Also  Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Connml  of  the  22iid  of  tbi^ 
Instanty  I  Aedaoed  the  Qnard  in  Beadiog  Towa  to  50  JUnk  and 
File;  the  Bemainder  they  bad  b«t  a  abort  time  of  their  tam  f)t 
Duty  to  Aeoomplish ;  it  would  be  of  little  eeryiioe  to  send  tbem  to 
Oanqv— I  diBobargod  them. 
I  am  Sir, 
with  Great  Respect, 

yoor  most  obedient 
Bundle  servant, 

JACOB  HORQAN,  L.  B.  0. 
Directed. 

On  pnblick  serviee.    To  Qeorge  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of 
the  Bxecutive  Couacil,  at  Ijanoaster. 


YicB  PBBSiDBirr  Bryan  t8  Lt.  Samitbl  Huntbr,  1778. 

'  Lancaster,  29<^  May,  1778. 

i  Sir, 

^-  My  last  was  of  the  21**  Instant    It  was  forwarded  to  you  by  M' 

'-  Henry  Antes,  of  your  County.    I  hope  that  by  the  time  this  airives 

f  ym  will  have  received  the  70  rifle  Quns  sent  from  this  place,  81 

bifles,  and  69  musauetts  ordered  from  Northampton ;  they  were 
direoted  to  the  oare  of  Colonel  G-ibbon,  at  Pextanff.  Of  one  Ton  of 
lead,  half  a  ton  of  Gunpowder,  &  2000  flints,  ordered  for  the  use  of 
the  frontiers  by  the  bond  of  War,  one  fourth  part  was  allotted  to 

'^  you.    These  were  to  be  received  at  Carlisle  by  Colonel  Carothers, 

Lieutenant  of  Cmaberland.    He  was  instructed  to  send  them  forward 

<  bv  Mr.  Hewitt,  perhaps  Mr.  Antes  will  help  them  along.    My  last 

also  acquainted  you  that  the  board  of  War  had  directed  such  previa 
moos  as  had  been  puohased  in  your  County  by  the  Gommiss'*  named 
by  the  Assembly,  to  be  issued  for  the  MiUtia ;  yon  had  an  order  to 
the  Commis^  to  that  purpose  indosed.  At  the  same  time  you  were 
told  that  the  purchase  of  these  Qentlemen  was  eonsidered  as  small, 
ft  that  the  board  had  been  urged  to  assign  victuals  from  a  mora 
suAoient  fund. 

t  Siooe  that  Letter  I  have  your  favour  of  the  26*^  Instant,  by  Jobm 

Harris,  Junior.    By  him  you  will  reeeive  fifteen  hundred  pounds. 

^  This  sum  is  intended  to  pnrokase  prov bions  in  case  the  board  of 

War  hath  no^  before  you  receive  it,  made  provision  in  another 
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mmiier.    But  if  they  ha^e,  then  yea  sre  to  ffij  the  aioiuj  totk 
f^j  &  other  purpoees  of  the  Militia. 

The  aoooanta  you  give  of  your  sitoationy  &  of  the  horrid  muden 
of  the  BMtLg/sSj  are  tnily  affeoUng.  It  la  with  regret  «e  fiad  the 
Ooaatry  ft  the  pahlie  stores  so  unfamiahed  of  rifle  Ouns  in  thii 
exigenee.  Bat  so  it  is.  Of  Mosqaetto  our  State  Magsanes  sre  sot 
wholly  unfaniishedi  bat  the  Contiiiental  offioers  are  aj^ying  ton 
for  annsy  from  some  strange  oeglect  in  repaidog  tbooe  belongiBg  to 
Congress.  However,  as  it  b  expeoted  that  the  British  Army  will 
in  a  few  days  abandon  oar  State,  the  pnblio  Arms  in  the  haods  of 
the  Militia  in  the  eastern  Connties  will  be  no  longer  needed  for  tlie 
serviee  on  the  Delaware.    Bat  these  are  not  rifles. 

With  great  satis&otion  I  inform  yo«  of  the  arrival  here  from 
head-Qoarteza  of  QenL  M«Intesh  &  the  13*^  Virginia  Rqpmeot 
He  is  to  oommand  aeainst  the  Indians.  The  8<^  Pennsilvania  R^ 
is  aotaally  marobed  from  Camp  on  the  same  service.  This  Officer 
tells  me  that  ho  means  to  enter  the  Indian  Country  ft  attack  them 
at  home.  Without  donbt  this  is  the  only  mode  of  proteeting  the 
Coantry  to  any  purpose.  I  jast  mention  to  you  a  report  from  York 
Town,  brought  by  a  Gentleman  of  credit,  that  the  Seneca's  had  htelj 
sued  for  peace.  How  far  these  people  are  to  be  depended  on  befoce 
they  be  chastized^  I  will  not  venta|fi  to  say. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  ob*  Serv*, 

O.  B.,  V.  P. 

Directed, 
To  Samuel  Hunter,  Esq*',  L*  of  Northumberland. 


Lt.  Sahuki  HuiTTBB  Ta  VioB  P&BsiDBNT  Betan,  1778. 

Fort  Augaste,  SOO"  May,  1778. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  21'*  Instant  I  Bee<  yesterday,  informing  me  of 
Arms  and  Ammunition  bang  sent  to  Col^  William  Gibbons  for  the 
use  <^  this  County,  but  as  I  was  informed  none  had  arrived  there 
only  the  seventy  Rifles  that  was  sent  from  Luicaster,  which  ib  on 
their  way  comeing  here  between  this  ft  Hanrisses  ferry,  and  there  if 
none  of  the  Ammunition  or  Flints  come  to  Harris's  as  yet ;  whiA 
Occasions  me  to  send  M'  John  Weitsel  to  saperintend  the  forwd- 
ing  of  what  Ever  stores  is  comeing  to  thu  place  with  Dispatch,  tad 
to  Badeavour  to  get  some  more  Ajms,  if  PossaUe  to  be  had;  tbe 
Quantity  of  Powder  and  lead  allotted  for  this  County  is  but  Te>7 
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imaU^  conndering  what  Number  is  Able  to  bear  Arms,  suppose  we 
are  not  Qaite  out  of  Ammanition;  yet  its  not  when  its  Wanted  that 
we  shomld  have  to  send  for  it 

I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  make  a  stand  onest^  the  People  is  Be* 
leited  of  the  Panniok  they  were  stmok  with  last  Monday  after  hear- 
ing of  the  Ravages  done  by  y«  Indians  at  Loyal  Sodc,  it  was  Real j 
distressing  to  see  the  Women  and  Ghtldem  from  all  Qaarters  Banning 
to  plaees  the  Men  bad  appointed  to  make  a  stand.  I  expeet  ConncU 
will  supply  Mr.  Weitsel  with  Cash  to  Purehaae  Provisions,  as  the 
Commissioners  appointed  for  that  Business  has  never  aoted,  nor 
done  any  thing  that  way,  so  that  there  is  no  store  of  Provisions,  and 
three  Classes  and  better  of  the  Militia  now  embodied  and  domg 
Duty,  which  Requires  more  Provisions  than  I  can  procure  here, 
suppose  none  has  refused  to  Credit  me  as  yet  There  has  been  no 
jnnrder  nor  eaptivateing  since  my  last  to  Conneil,  the  People  has  all 
assembled  to  partioular  places  and  is  makeing  little  forts  to  leave 
thmr  familjs  in ;  as  for  more  Particulars  I  Befar  you  to  the  Bearer. 
I  am,  8*",  with  due  Bespect,  your 

most  Obed*  Humb'l  Serv*, 

SAM'  HUNTEB,  Lieu*. 
Dvrectedy  ^ 

Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq'',  Vice  President  of  the  supreme 
Executive  Councel,  Lancaster. 

Pav*  by  Mr.  Jn»  Weitzel. 


M.  HiLiiBOAS  TO  ViCB  Pkbbident  Oeorgb  Brtak,  1778. 

York  Town,  May  30, 1778. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Since  I  w&s  favoured  with  yours  of  the  25*^  Inst,*  as  an  Answer 
to  mine  to  our  late  worthy  President,  I  have  been  employed  in  as- 
sorting according  to  to  the  different  Emissions,  part  of  the  Money 
in  my  Hands  beiooging  to  the  State,  and  which  I  think  (with  sub- 
mission to  better  Judges)  I  ought  to  pay  only  to  a  Committee  of 
Assembly,  to  be  by  them  burnt  &  destroyed  according  to  Law.  I 
say  I  have  been  assorting  the  same,  but  shall  not  be  able  to  compleat 
the  whole  before  the  first  day  of  June,  or  at  least  so  that  I  cannot 
be  sure  but  there  may  be  some  left.  It  ^ves  me  some  pain  in  not 
discovering  by  your  Letter,  that  there  was  some  difference  between 
private  people  ^some  Whigs  others  Tories,)  who  had  laid  their  old 
Money  by  makiug  a  most  Scandalous  difference  between  that  and 
the  jyioney  struck  since  as  well  by  the  State  as  by  Cougress,  and 

*  See  page  688. 
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vkjmlt  omiBidered  as  lata  Treanmr,  and  one  too  wfao  witkoni  ^Pinily 
or  boasting  of  doing  his  dnty^  oan  aaaert  that  he  haa  never  parted 
with  a  Shilling  of  that  Money  to  enooonge  the  horrid  work  aUvdal 
tOy  bat  kept  the  whole  a$  theprop^r^  of  the  SiaU,  BAcaxD. 

Mj  D'  Sir,  I  should  be  sony  If  yon  ahoold  HOBpeot  any  thing  dai 
in  me  r^ardlng  the  advioe  yon  were  pleased  to  give  me  ia  seBding 
the  Money  to  Mr.  Bittenhoiue  bat  what  was  perfeetly  leapeetfoL 
Bat  being  apprehensive  I  shall  not  with  my  other  baaineas  have  it  ia 
my  Power  to  Gompleat  it  so  bat  that  there  will  be  danger  of  leaving 
some  behind,  whieh  might  afterwards  be  eonaidered  to  be  piivsts 
property,  and  of  Oourae  a  loss  to  me,  And  the  mode  of  aenungii 
And  that  there  appears,  I  think,  an  Irregnlarity  in  Mr.  Bittwikoaae's 
reoeiving  that  part  which  I  ought  aooording  to  Law  to  pay  to  a  Ck»- 
mittee  of  Assembly  to  be  bornt.  All  this  with  troabliag  Mr.  R.  te 
receive  into  his  Charge  a  Box  without  counting  its  Oontente.  A 
Box  which  notwithstanding  all  his  Oare,  Integrity,  &  fidelity^  ni^ 
meet  with  Accidents.  I  say  all  this  together  occasions  my  troabliiig 
you  with  this,  and  to  beg  you'll  please  to  reconsider  the  matter, 
whether  as  late  Treasurer  I  had  not  better  pay  it  to  a  Committee 
appointed  or  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose^  than  be  at  y«  Elzpence 
of  isending  it  to  Lancaster. 

For  my  part  I  would  fidn  humbly  to  suppose  I  was  not  iateaded 
by  the  Aissembly  to  be  inclnded  in  the  late  Lawa*  However  year 
advice  wHl  always  be  esteemed  a  &vour. 

I  shewed  the  major  part  of  y*  money  (such  as  was  padc'd  up)  to 
y*  Hon^'«  Tho^  M'Eean,  Esq',  &  have  requested  him  to  write  you  his 
Mind  ony«  Subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  much  esteem  and  Begard 

yooxB  very  a£fectionat^ly, 

M.  HILLEOAS. 

Direetedf 
Hon'ble  Qeorge  Bryan,  Esq',  Lancaster. 


Thomas  McKkan  to  V.  P.  George  Bbyak,  1778, 

Dear  Sir, 

y  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Hillegae  I  viewed  a  lai^e  box,  full  of  Pena- 
aylvania  money  emitted  during  the  Proprietary  Gk>vemmen^  whieh 
he  had  received  as  Treasurer.  He  asked  me  if  I  was  of  opinioa  that 
he  ought  to  send  it  to  Mr.  Bittenhouse^  the  present  Treaaarer^  to  be 
exchanged,  or  in  other  words  whether  he  ooald  ia  any  degree  be  eoo* 
sidered  as  an  object  of  the  law  for  ciilling  in  the  bills  of  oredi^  &o., 
passed  the  23d  March  last;  I  answered  him  in  the  negative,  as  he 
did  not  receive  this  money  for  the  purpose  of  being  einhangedy  nor 
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eoiild  it  be  'exohaaged,  but  to  be  oounted^  burnt  &  destroyed  by  a 
Committee  of  the  Aesembly,  which  ought  to  be  done  annually ;  be* 
flidesy  aa  Mr.  Rittenhouse  could  not  give  him  an  equal  aum^  nor  he 
receive  it  in  any  other  moneyi  it  appsared  to  me  that  he  was  neither 
within  the  spirit  nor  letter  of  the  Act.  Upon  this  he  showed  me  your 
letter  on  this  vei^  subject^  whi^h  seemed  to  imply  a  doubt  respecting 
the  propriety  of  his  retaining  this  money  until  burnt  by  a  Committee  of 
Assembly,  when  it  was  thought  advisable  by  him,  as  he  seemed  uneasy 
to  give  the  least  suspicion  of  offence,  to  write  to  you  again  on  the 
affnir,  as  he  was  straightened  in  point  of  time^  and  if  he  sent  it  doubted 
whether  Mr.  Rittenhouse  would  take  charge  of  it,  and  be  responsible 
in  case  of  accidents,  until  he,  Mr.  HillegaS;  was  called  upon  for  a  set- 
tlement by  the  Assembly. 

I  have  nothing  now  to  inform  you  of  but  that  I  have  just  finished 
the  examination  of  a  certain  Mark  Milliken,  who  confesses  he  made 
stamps  for  counterfeiting  for  Shockey,  King,  &c.,  &c.,  and  that  he 
rec'  £50  a  pair,  but  denies  that  he  ever  counterfeited  any  money,  or 
passed  any  such.  Please  to  favour  me  with  an  answer  respecting 
bracken,  as  he  appears  to  be  ill  indeed.  Adieu. 
Tour  most  obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

THO.  M'KBAN. 
York  Town,  May  30th,  1778. 
Directed, 

To  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  &o., 
Lancaster. 

Favoured  by  Doct'  Jennings. 


GSNBRAL   ROBEBDBAU    TO   V.  PaESIDBKT    OSOBOB  BbTAN, 

1778. 

York,  May  80th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Robert  Craig,  a  Commissioner  of  Cloathing,  appointed,  as  he 
informs,  by  this  State,  applied  to  the  Board  of  War,  and  the  Board  to 
Congress,  on  bis  behalf,  thro'  the  Delegates  of  this  State,  for  a  supply 
of  Cash  for  his  Department,  on  a  Representation  that  he  had  expended 
Twenty  thousand  pounds,  and  could  not  perform  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  a  less  sum  than  Ten  thousand  pounds.  This  affair  came 
^to  Congress  in  so  vague  a  manner  from  a  representation  that  our 
Treasuiy  was  ezhau8t€3,  therefore  the  Requisition  was  made  to  Con- 
gress, without  Mr.  Craig's  having  it  in  his  power  to  produce  an  In- 
ventory or  inform  where  the  Go^s  were  deposited,  but  in  general 
that  they  were  in  the  hands  of  a  number  of  respectable  people  in  the 
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Oonnty  of  Lancaster.  From  these  Oonaideratioiuii  and  plainly  fledng 
that  Congresi  would  notcomplj  with  any  saoh  request,  but  throagli 
the  State  immediately,  or  the  Delegates  thereof,  I  withdrew  the  appli- 
cation to  have  an  opportunity  to  inform  you  as  also  that  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt  but  Congress  would  most  readily  advanoe  the  Stake  foe 
the  Gloathier's  Department  on  a  proper  applioatioB  as  abo^e. 
I  am^  Sir, 

T'  most  ob.  humble  Serv*, 

DAN.  ROBERDEAU. 

Directed^ 

To  The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Presid^t  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Goundi  of  the  State  of  Pennsilyania,  lAnoaater. 

^  Mr.  Craig. 


Col.  Jacob  MoiiaAN  to  V.  P.  Gko.  BRTAHy  1778. 

Blading,  Hay  SOtfa,  177S. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  returned  last  night  from  Camp,  where  I  see  15  Regiments  under 
arms,  I  think  as  well  disoiplined  as  any  of  they  british  troops  can  be, 
they  performed  several  manovres  with  great  ezaotness  k  dispatdi 
under  they  direction  of  Baron  Stuben,  and  afterward  reviewed  bj  he 
Ezoellency  Genl.  Washington.  I  am  informed  that  our  whote  aroj 
are  in  as  good  order  as  them  15  Regiments,  their  arms  and  acoontit' 
ments  are  indeed  in  good  order,  and  they  look  pretty  well  cloatbed. 

There  had  been  no  news  from  Philad*  for  Two  Days,  as  there  vis 
no  person  suffered  to  come  out.  Part  of  their  shiping  is  droped  dova 
the  river,  some  as  low  as  the  Chcvaux  de  fries.  All  their  sick, 
baggage,  followers  of  the  army,  &c.,  are  on  bord  its  thought  U 
they  are  not  already  left  it  they  will  not  be  left  there  many  hoais. 
Oar  army  is  to  follow  them,  Immediately,  through  Jersey,  G«nl- 
Lee  with  they  first  division  is  to  Cross  Delaware  at  East  Town,  Gen' 
Mifflin  as  Sherold's,  Gen*  De  Fiat  at  Corell's  Fcrrys,  they  remainder 
of  the  army  by  way  of  Trenton.  Only  one  Reg*  to  go  into  Pbilad', 
under  they  command  of  Qen*  Arnold,  who  is  to  Regulate  matien 
until  they  Civil  Law  takes  place,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  they  Exe 
cutive  Council  can  get  there.     Indeed,  I  think  the  sooner  you  get 
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tbere  tie  letter.     I  will  keep  a  good  express  ready  and  am  promised 
they  earliest  intelligence  from  Camp  to  forward  to  you. 
I  am^  D*  Sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obed*  Servant, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  Jr. 
Directed, 

To  Hon*»«  Oeorge  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  Pres«  of  the  SUte  Ptnns"  at, 
Lancaster. 
^  Express. 


Thomas  McEban  to  V.  P.  Gkorgb  Betan,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

Year  &yor  of  the  2l8t  came  safe  to  hand,  together  with  the  extracts 
of  Colo.  Piper's  &  Councillor  Urie's  Letters. 

It  may  be  well  to  make  examples  of  some  of  the  most  wicked  of 
the  prisoners  in  Bedford,  as  soon  as  practicable ;  but  when  I  reflect 
on  the  Savages  having  scalped  eleven  women  &  children,  within  five 
miles  of  the  town  of  Bedford ;  that  the  people  must  be  all  in  arms ; 
that  these  criminals  might  escape  for  want  of  testimony  or  the 
Attorney  GeneraFs  presence,  who  cannot  well  bear  the  expence 
of  so  long  a  journey  without  some  salary ;  that  before  a  Precept 
could  be  sent  to  the  Sheriff  of  that  county,  and  the  legal  time  for 
BTimmoning  Jurors,  &c.,  being  allowed,  we  should  be  in  the  begin- 
nioff  of  harvest,  with  the  Court  j  and  more  especially  that  in  great 
probability  the  Enemy  may  soon  evacuate  Philadelphia,  which  hap- 
pening, will  require  me  immediately  to  resign  mv  seat  in  Congress, 
and  to  repair  thither,  as  there  will  be  an  absolute  necessity  for  a 
Judge  on  the  spot.  I  say.  Sir,  when  I  consider  these  things  I  am 
rather  of  opinion  it  would  be  advisable  to  defer  holding  a  court 
there  yet.  As  there  will  no  doubt  many  more  of  those  wretches  be 
made  prisoners,  it  would  be  as  well,  in  my  judgment,  to  prevent  the 
expense  of  two  courts,  within  perhaps  two  months,  &  try  them  all  at 
once.  If  you  think  differently  from  me  about  holding  the  court  in 
Bedford  at  this  time,  be  so  good  to  mention  it  to  Mr.  Atlee,  who  can 
write  a  Precept  k  sign  it,  and  afterwards  send  it  to  me ;  he  may  fix 
any  day  for  holding  the  court  that  he  thinks  proper^  it  will  be  agree- 
able to  me. 

I  condole  with  poor  Mrs.  Wharton  on  the  death  of  the  Preudent. 
There  is  nothing  new  here.    Jo.  Bone  will  be  executed  to  day,  in 
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pimaaiioe  of  your  Wanrant    Wbj  did  not  the  QenenJ  AMemUy 
ohooM  ft  new  President. 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

With  great  regard, 

Tour  most  obedieat  servant, 

THO-  M'KSAN. 
York  Town,  May  27th,  1778. 
DirecUdf 
To  the  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  At  Lancaster. 
Free.    Tho.  M'Kean. 


Lt.  Sam'l  Hunter  to  John  Hambriqht,  1778. 

Fort  Augusta,  Slat  May,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

We  are  Really  in  a  Meloncoly  situation  in  this  County  at  pi^senti 
the  back  inhabitants  has  all  Evacuated  their  habitations  and  As- 
sembled in  dififerent  places ;  all  above  Muncy  to  Lycoming  is  ooid« 
to  Samuel  Wallisei^  and  the  People  of  Muncy  has  gathered  to  Ct^io 
Bradys,  all  above  Lycoming  is  at  Antis's  Mill  &  the  mouth  (tfjBtl^ 
{lagle  Creek,  all  the  inhabitants  of  Penn's  Valley  b  gathered  tooM 
place  in  Potters  Township,  the  Inhabitants  of  VHiite  Pear  Towoslip 
IS  assembled  at  three  Different  places,  and  the  Back  setlers  of  Ba&lM 
is  come  down  to  the  Biver,  Penn's  Township  likewise  bas  mov«i  to 
the  Biver,  all  from  Munc^  Hill  to  Chilisauake  has  assembled  at 
three  Different  places.  Fishing  Creek  and  Mahoning  Setlement  hu 
all  come  to  the  Biver  side ;  as  you  are  acquainted  with  the  Coanlij 
makes  me  mention  this,  to  think  what  a  panniok  prevails  in  ^ 
County ;  it  is  reallv  Distressing  to  see  the  inhabitants  flying  av^7 
and  leaving  their  all,  Especially  the  Jersey  people,  that  oame  up  ben 
this  last  Winter  and  Spring,  not  one  stays,  out  sets  of  to  the  Jenejs 
again :  the  People  in  General  is  so  Discouraged  that  I  am  afraid  f« 
we  will  not  be  able  to  make  proper  stands  against  the  Enemy,  uvikA 
we  Rot  more  assistance  from  some  other  quarter ;  there  was  a  number 
of  the  Inhabitants  with  me  to  day,  to  consult  in  Begard  of  FetitioDj 
Congress  fer  some  Companys  to  be  stationed  here  and  properly 
supported,  fpr  as  the  generality  of  the  setlers  is  poor  they  capjiot 
subsist  long  in  case  they  are  obliged  to  keep  so  many  of  the  H iH|i^ 
on  Duty,  as  there  is  at -this  time  three  Classes,  which  takes  the  chief 
of  aU  the  arms,  so  that  there  is  not  enough  left  tp  f uply  them  tbit 
^ards  the  Weomen  and  Children. 

John  Weitael  sets  of  to  day  to  forward  the  arms  that  is  allowed  to 
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Qoma  heM,  and  to  BodeBTODr  fto  get  more  arm0,  amiaiuuti(m  &  ffinU ; 
c»mp  Ketflea  in  Yerj  mudk  wantedy  if  any  aooh  thing  oan  be  kad.  I 
Expect  yon  will  Endeavour  aU  yon  oan  to  gpt  some  money  from  Conn^ 
dl  for  Mr.  Weitiel  for  to  pmrcnaae^  Pnmnons,  otbenriBe  we  will  be 
all  nndonoi  ae  he  oan  inform  yon  himaelf  how  matters  stand. 
I  an,  D'  S'., 

Yonr  most  obed*  hnmb*  serv^ 

SAM'L  HUNTER. 

To  John  Hambrighty  Esq'.,  Member  of  the  Supreme  Execntive 
Connelly  Lancaster. 

Fay'  by  M'  Jno.  Weitiel. 

Lt.  Sam'l  Huhtbb  to  V.  P.  B^tan^  ^hSf?^^^^ 

SuBb\^pi»ft4IPt8. 
Snr, 

I  I  Received  yonrs  by  John  Harris^  Jnn',  YesterchtjyVficTlSteen 

^  Hundred  Pounds  in  Gash  for  purchasing  Provisions;  in  case  the 

Board  of  War  has  not  made  Provisions  in  another  way,  the  money 

,  shall  be  put  to  y*  use  proposed  by  Council ;  the  seventy  rifles  that 

came  from  Lancaster  I  Expect  to  Receive  to  Bay  or  to  morrow  at 

I  fiirdcst ;  but  those  that  waste  come  from  Northampton  I  hear  nothing 

[  of  them  being  arrived  at  Coll.  Gibbons ;  there  is  two  Hundred  &  fifty 

.  weight  of  Oun  Powder  come  there,  and  four  or  five  Hundred  w^  of 

;  lead  but  no  flints;  I  mentioned  to  Council  that  M' John  Weitzel 

I  would  be  Bown  to  superintend  any  stores  that  was  Ordered  for  this 

County,  and  likewise  would  apply  to  Council  for  cash  to  Purchase 

Flour  or  Wheat  in  Lancaster  County,  but  we  having  such  heavy 

lUins  that  has  stoj^ped  him  from  seting  off  as  soon  as  Expected, 

The  letters  I  give  him  for  Council  and  Instructions  to  himself  I  will 

not  alter,  Suppose  the  cash  is  come  that  was  very  much  wanted  here, 

Tet  more  arms  and  ammunition  allowed  for  this  County,  Exclusive 

of  what  Coundl  mentions,  would  be  very  Necessary  to  Quiet  the 

minds  of  the  People,  as  there  is  a  great  many  more  that  will  use 

arms  in  their  own  defence  than  we  liave  enrolled  in  the  Militia, 

Especially  men  above  y*  age  of  fifty  three  and  under  Eighteen,  will 

do  to  be  stationed  at  snoh  little  Forts  as  they  are  erectinff  for  the 

preservation  of  the  Women  &  Childen.  Suppose  its  very  hard  to  have 

all  the  County  doing  Military  Duty  and  no  labour  going  on,  which 

moit  be  the  Bnien  of  this  poor  infant  County  if  to  Continue  any 

time. 

These  has  no  Bamj^gea  been  done  ginoe  the  24^  of  laal  month  by 
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tbe  Indianfl ;  sappose  they  have  been  frequently  seen  by  0«  People 
a  Croet  the  Ri?er  opoaite  Antis'i  Mill  ft  at  j*  Great  Iikad,  by 
infinnatioB  I  Re««  this  day. 

I  am  S"^  your  Hoiion  m<wt 

Ob*  Humble  serv*, 

SAM'L  HUNTER,  lien*. 

Directed. 

Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Yioe  Prendent  of  the  Sapreiu 
Executive  Council,  Laucaater. 


Albx*  McDowbl  to  v.  P.  Betan,  1778. 

June  1-*,  1778. 
Honoured.  Sir, 

ToB  will  foigiTe  these  hints,  which  will  give  your  weightier  tffiiis 
but  little  interruption,  to  be  used  as  you  think  they  deserre.  I  hive 
been  in  several  parts  of  three  Counties  of  this  State,  and  find  m  all, 
great  complaints  made  by  Menonists  &  Quakers,  of  tbe  oath  of  allo- 
giance  now  required  of  its  Subjects,  as  including  an  obligadon  to 
fight,  contrary  to  thoir  known  principles.  They  say,  a  good  mtnj  it 
least,  that  tney  would  affirm  to  be  faithful  Subjects  to  the  Stst^j 
endeavour  nothing  to  its  hurt,  but  discover  all  they  knew  doing  so, 
&c.,  in  consistence  with  their  principles  against  bearing  armfe;  to 
require  more  of  them,  they  say,  is  persecution ;  and  tho'  the  Consti- 
tution promises  the  rights  of  Subjects  to  all  denominations,  presently 
oaths  are  required,  which  they  cannot  take  unless  otherways  qualified) 
without  renouncing  their  principles :  and  that  such  are  not  tnals  who 
are  friends  to  the  State,  but  who  are  Sincere  in  their  profession.  I 
find  some  of  our  sensible  Whigs  say,  an  oath  of  allegiance,  suited  to 
these  people's  known  Sentiments,  might  increase  the  fHends  of  the 
State  and  lessen  the  warm  discontents  of  many }  and  then  levy  more 
from  them  than  others  under  the  name  of  a  Tax,  for  the  use  of  the 
State,  but  not  of  fines;  as  they  would  enjoy  greater  advantages  bT 
not  bearing  arms.  And  such  as  refuse  qualifications,  so  framed, 
would  have  no  excuse,  but  appear  plainly  to  be  enemies. 

Wishing  direction  to  all  our  public  Councils,  a  speedy  issue  of  wtf 
and  happy  establishment  of  these  States, 
I  am.  Sir, 

Yonr  hiwblA  servS 

ALEX'RBTkjDOWBUi. 
Directed, 

George  Bryan,  Esq'r,  Vioe-precodent'bf  Peimsylvaiiia  State. 


.  Ls.  SamtjjbIi  JSuktbr  to  Y.  P.  BftTAir,  1776. 

Fort  Augusta.  2d  June,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  inform  Gounoil  that  there  is  a  Petition  Drawn  up  by  the 
(nhabltants  cif  tbis  Gouiitj,  to  be  sent  to  Oongressy  setting  ^th  the 
JDanger  the  oovnty  is  in  at  this  present  time,  by  the  incursions  of 
-the  Bavages,  and  the  impossibility  of  the  Inhabitants  themselves  be- 
ing «ble  to  defend  it,  withoat  more  assistanoe  from  some  other  qnar- 
tor,  as  wiH  seem  most  £zpedletit>'te  Oongiess  ^lo  Grant  them  Relief. 
The  chief  motive  upon  which  this  Petition  was  formed  was  to  quiet 
ihe  minds  of  the  People,  as  tkey  are  apprehensive  of  a  severe  streak 
from  the  Indians  «bo«(t  the  time  of  Harvest,  which  woirid  take  all 
^he  Mililia  of  this  county  to  (}navd  against  the  Savages,  mid  so  by 
that  means  they  would  lose  all  their  Crops,  which  would  niien  this 
poor  Infant  county. 

This  PetHioH  is  to  be  carryed  to  Council  W  Bobert  Frute  ft  Tho- 
vias  Jordan,  Bsq*".,  for  their  aprobation,  and  to  know  whether  such 
a  Request  Reasonable  or  not,  it  never  was  intended  to-be  caryed  to 
iCJongress,  otherwise  then  Council  aproveing  of  s**  Petition.  I  would  not 
have  Uffued  it  otherwise,  then  it  being  first  sent  to  GoubcU  for  their 
Perusal,  as  I  told  the  People  assembled  that  Ooumil  sras  doing  all 
they  could  for  us,  and  Produced  the  last  letter  I  had  from  you  to  let 
them  see  what  was  a  doing  ibr  us  and  the  other  frontier  Countys. 

The  People  in  General  allowed  the  Petition  should  have  the  apro- 
bation  of  Council  before  H  would  be  sent  to  Congress,  and  in  case  it 
was  not  thought  that  an  Imediat  supply  of  more  men  could  not  be 
bad  that  wajr^  that  Gounail  would  order  some  Classes  of  tbs  Militia 
from  some  of  the  MeigbbouHng  Counties,  (that's  not  at  this  time  in- 
volved in  the  Indian  Warr)  to  our  asostanoe. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  due  Respect, 

Your  Ilonersmost 

Obedient  Hnmb*  Servt. 

SAM'LHUHTEBjLieu*. 

Honorable  Qeoi^ge  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  the  Supreme 
EgceQUtive  Cgunoil,  Lancaster. 


S74  PENNSTLTANIA  AB/OHIYBS  1778. 


OaPT*  AnDEIW  PoRTBa  TO  Y.  B.  BSTAK,  1778. 

Camf  Artillery  Parkj 

Yalley  Forge,  June  2d,  1778. 
S' 

By  Mr.  James  McGlnre,  my  Capi  Liest,  I,  in  eoquaotioa  viA 
my  other  offioers,  have  sent  a  Petitioii  to  ihe  Exeeati?e  Cooiui], 
BeqaiatiDg  to  be  allowed  .the  fume  Privileges  of  Drawing  CkwUiiii^ 
Ao.,  out  of  the  State  StoM»  that  other  Tmipa  Baiaed  in  ihii  Stan 
have.  I  hope  that  our  Bequeat  wiU  appear  Beaaoaable^  imeetiitl 
your  friendly  aaeiatanoe. 

As  Offioers  are  in  HoncHr  bonnd  to  pay  a  atiiot  attrition  to  Cany 
Duty,  they  have  at  not  in  their  Power  to  procure  the  Neeeanij 
Gloathing^  to  appear  neat  or  genteel,  &  wKire  eapeoiaUy  now,  at » 
time  when  they  are  00  soaroe. 

If  we  are  not  a  part  of 'the  Quota  of  this  State,  yet  we  oonak 
ourselves  belonging  to  it)  as  we  have  lived  here,  &  our  Compu; 
Baised  in  it,  we liave  not  these  Privileges  in  any  other  Stats^  nor  oi 
we  expect  it« 

My  best  compliments  tp  Mrs.  Bryan,  Ms.  Sally,  Masti*  Sammji 
Prank,  (George,  &  the  Best  of  your  Family, 
lam,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient 

&  very  Humble  Serv*. 

ANDBEW  POBTEB,  Capt,  ArtH'. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  V.  Prst.,  Lancaster. 
Favoured  ^  Capt.  Jas.  MoClure. 


John  Has&xs  to  V.  P.  Brtav,  1778. 

Paston,  June  3d,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  Bec'd  several  letters  from  Collo^  Hunter  lately,  mentionlog 
the  Distrest  situation  of  Northumberland  Cot^,  ftc.,  it  appears  alwO' 
lutely  necessary  that  some  Person  should  Beceive,  Store,  provide  t 
forward  any  Stores  the  Publick  may  order  up  the  Sus^uebanns,  J«- 
niata,  &o.,  during  the  present  Indian  Warr;  a  Quantity  of  floor  fl 
wanted,  not  a  Cask  or  Mg  to  put  it  in ;  the  inhabitants  are  letTing 
s*  county  in  Great  numbers.  I  pity  my  Bleeding  Goontiy,  4  «n 
willing  to  assist  the  supplying  the  County  of  N'thumberland  by  107 
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means  in  my  power,  or  forward  any  Article  up  tfee  different  bran* 
ohea  of  thia  River^  ^m  (time  to  time.)  I  am  as  Good  a  jndge  of 
the  Nayigation,  in  Either  Boat  or  Ganoe,  on  oar  Biver^  as  ean  be 
foand.  I  Expect  to  send  np  a  Qaantity  of  Stores  to  the  lead  mrnes, 
up  Jnafata,  at  Water  street,  as  soon  as  I  Receive  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Roberdean,  w*^  I  hourly  Ezpect|  the  present  flood^  to  convey  by 
water  shon'd  not  be  lost,  as  perhi^  no  other  may  happen  till  next 
fall ;  the  Q'-  Master  can  furnish  piovisions  for  Boatmen  or  any  Ne- 
oessaxy  Escorts,  &c.,  if  the  Inhabitants  in  their  fright  are  suffePd  to 
move  off  ss  they  are  doing,  &  assistance  not  soon  sent  up  the  Crops  will 
be  lost  in  many  frontier  places,  that  may  be  aaved  by  their  Geting 
timely  aid  from  the  Pttbliok;  a  Quantity  of  Arms,  some  powder  & 
lead,  is  here  for  N'thumberlsnd  Oot'y,  which  I  Expect  will  be  for- 
warded  To  morrow ;  iheres  Two  Good  Store  houses  at  my  Dwelling 
plantation,  Exolusive  of  a  Sellar  50  feet  by  40,  under  my  Dwelling 
house,  soe  that  there's  plenty  of  Store  Room  for  the  public  use,  (i(  want- 
ed) ;  there's  a  Great  concourse  of  Pabllck  Waggons,  &c.,  witn  Stores 
on  the  Reading  Road,  too  few  flatts  at  the  ferrjs  here,  &  what  there 
is  will  not  be  properly  attended,  that  the  publick  may  suffer  fo? 
want  of  a  few  men  employed  by  the  publick  (to  assist  in  my  opin- 
ion.) I  have  Rented  my  Tavern,  ferry,  &c.,  &  am  at  leisure  to  as- 
sist the  Transporting  Stores,  &o.,  up  the  Susquehannah,  as  offer'd, 
if  proper  Instructions  is  sent  me.  You'l  please  to  write  me  by  the 
Searer,  Mr.  Whitsall,  if  you  judge  it  necessary, 
I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem, 

yomr  mOat  Obed^  & 

most  Humble  Serv*. 

JOHN  HARRIS. 
P.  S.  Excuse  haste  &  Blunders. 

J.  H. 


Col.  James  Morgan  to  V.  P.  Bbtan,  17T8. 

Keading,  June  3d,  1778. 
I)' Sir,  *  ' 

I  have  been  looking  over  the  News  Papers,  and  am  auiprised  tb^ 
I  dont  find  mv  unworthy  old  Lieu'  Col,  John  Chavolear  in  the  list, 
he  has,  beyond  a  doubt,  been  active  acainst  us.  There  is  a  report 
bere  that  the  English  have  evacuated  rhilad*;  it  is  beyond  a  doubt 
thai  Joiin  Potts  and  Samuel  Shewmaker  Embarked  on  Sunday  eve- 
Ding%  but  they  don't  know  themselves  where  they  are  bound — ^poor 
diveu,  they  think  any  where  better  than  to  face  their  injured  conn- 
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trjBoen.    1%oiiiaf  &  Sam'l  PoUa  are  on  their  waj  to  Luouber  to 
folicity  I  suppose,  for  their  brother  David. 
I  avkf  D.  Sir,  yovr 

most  obed*  6er?aiit| 

JAOOBMOBGANiJi. 
Direetedf 
To  flon'bk  <2eorge  Brjan,  Esqr.,  at  Laoeastcie. 


Council  «o  Boaed  or  War,  1778. 

In  Connoil, 

Laneaster,  M  Jm»,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  was  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  27th*  of  May  past,  ind* 
ing  a  Copy  of  the  authority  to  call  on  William  Henry,  Esquire,  of 
this  place,  for  100  rifled  Guns.  These  had  been  received  &  for- 
warded to  Carlisle  &  Augusta.  Thev  proved  a  'veiy  insoffieieot 
supply.  The  frontier  is  extensive,  &  the  rifles  had  been  mud 
drained  from  the  inhabitants  by  the  levying  of  Troops  thus  tfined, 
&  otherwise.  Whilst  our  Smiths  hare  been  forging  Musqaets,  s 
most  useful  for  the  Service,  that  was  hitherto  in  view ;  meanwlnle, 
the  manufacture  of  the  Ouns  most  useful  in  the  woods,  &  sg*i^ 
Savages  has  been  less  attended  to.  Ooan<ul  feel  themselves  smiiir- 
rased  with  requests  for  svitahle  Anna,  which  they  oannot  sttiafy- 
Above  100  Musqoatts  are.gpne  &  g9ing  for  Northumberland  &  C^ 
berland,  fer  the  defence  of  houses  &  Stockades.  Bat  the  supplj" 
Ammunition  lately  granted  prooves  insuffieient  for  four  Coiuibei 
Mr.  Carothers,  of  Cumberland,  says  of  the  fourth  part  allotted  to 
him,  <<  the  Quota  of  this  County  I  have  sent  to  the  nrontierSy  ^^ 
Connechocheacue  &  the  path  Valley,  &  part  to  KaaUooauilltfr  ^ 
the  number  of  men  obliged  to  be  under  Arms  in  this  list  ^ 
make  the  quantity  to  each  man  very  trifling,  &  many  have  noa^ 


inhabitants  be  effectually  enabled  to  make  defence,  lest  the  ae^ 
ments  break  up,  &  depopulation  without  limit  «nsae.    1  tbeitnR 
wish,  th^  board  would  consider  the  case  of  thepe  peoplci  ft  ext^ 
their  issue  of  ammunition  immediately. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed* 

&  very  hum.  Berv*. 

G.  B.,  Vice  ¥tt< 
Timothy  Pickering,  Junr.,  Esqr.,  at  York. 

*  See  page  656. 
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COUKCIL  TO  FrEEHOLDEKS  0?  BEDFORD  COUNTY,  1778. 

To  the  Freeholders  of  Bedford  County. 

If  the  freeholders  of  any  Township  haye  chosen  proper  persons 
for  to  be  commissioned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace,  it  i^onld  be  of 
great  nse  to  send  down  returns  to  Council  of  the  Names  signed  by 
the  Judges  of  such  Elections.  But  in  case  they  have  neglected  to 
meet  &  chnse  on  the  day  heretofore  appointed,  then  let  another  day 
be  fixed  on,  &  an  Election  be  holden  for  this  purpose,  &  on  a  return 
by  the  Judges,  Council  will  think  themselyes  well  able  to  issue  Com- 
missions, seeing  they  are  by  the  Constitution  to  Supply  all  Vacan- 
cies, &  in  this  mode  they  would  act  fully  up  to  the  Letter  &  Spirit 
of  the  Constitution. 

lAUcasteri  4th  June^  1778. 


Council  to  DEUsaATES  in  ConobbsS)  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster^  June  4th;  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  defenceless  and  distressed  situation  of  the  western  parts  of 
this  State,  has  been  repeatedly  mentioned  to  the  Board  of  War  by 
this  Council,  but  the  Supplies  of  ammunition  and  arms  have  been 
so  very  scanty,  that  the  people  are  greatly  afraid  they  will  be  found 
insufficient  for  their  defence. 

The  importance  of  the  object  has  induced  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Scott, 
two  members  of  the  Council,  to  exert  their  endeavours  in  a  personal 
application  for  further  and  more  e£feotual  assistance,  without  which 
it  is  feared  great  part  of  the  frontiers,  and  especially  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  will  fly  before  the  enemy.  It  is  but  too  probable 
that  provisions  will  be  sreatly  wanted  in  that  country,  if  any  great 
number  of  people  should  leave  their  homes  and  take  Shelter  in  small 
forts. 

You,  Gentlemen,  will  Serve  the  interest  of  our  Country  by  giving 
your  assistance  in  forwarding  this  business,  and  relieve  the  people 
now  on  the  frontiers  from  the  most  anxious  fear  and  distress,  we 
therefore  confide  in  your  immediate  attention  to  every  necessary  mea- 
sure for  securing  the  people,  and  if  possible,  quieting  their  minds. 

Vol.  VL— 25 
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Resolution  of  Cokgrbss,  1778; 

In  GoDgrefls,  June  4th^  1778. 
Whereas,  by  a  change  of  oiroamstances  in  the  commeroe  of  thee 
States,  the  regulation  of  prieea  lately  reoommended  by  Gongren 
may  be  neiesaary,  and  the  meaeore  not  being  yet  adopted  by  ill  thi 
States,  therefore 

Besolyed,  That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  legislattiTes  of  the  sere- 
ral  States  Uiat  have  adopted  it^  to  suspend  or  repeal  th^  laws  made 
for  that  purpose. 

Eztraot  from  the  minntes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Bbsolutions  of  Cokgebss,  1778. 

In  Congress,  June  4th,  1778. 

The  Board  of  War  havine  represented  the  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing Commissioners  to  meet  the  Indians  at  fort  Bitt^  &  to  Attend  tbe 
treaty  proposed  by  the  late  Commissioners, 

Besolyed,  That  three  Commiteioneri  bd  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Delaware,  Shawanese,  and  other  la- 
dians,  who  may  assemble  at  fort  Pitt,  on  the  twenty  third  daj  d 
Jnly  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  &  Council  of  the  State  of  Tirgini*, 
be  requested  &' authorised  to  appoint  two  gentlemen,  and  the  ex^ 
cutive  power  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  appoint  one  gentle- 
man, of  suitable  oharacters,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Besolved,  That  Congress  will  make  an  adequate  allowance  for  tbe 
Services  and  ezpenees  of  the  said  commissioners. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'j. 


Resolution  of  CoNaRESS,  1778,   ] 

In  Congress,  June  6th,  1778. 
Resolved,  That  should  the  City  of  Philadelphia  be  evacuated  bj 
the  enemy,  it  will  be  expedient  and  proper  for  the  Commander  is 
Chief  to  take  effectual  care  that  no  insult,  plunder  or  injury  of  anj 
kind,  may  be  offered  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  City.  That,  in 
order  to  prevent  publick  or  private  injury  from  the  operations  of  ill 
disposed  persons,  the  General  be  directed  to  take  early  and  proper 


PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVES  1778.  67» 

Me  to  prevent  the  remorml,  traasltir  or  Sale  o^  any  goods,  Wares 
or  Meronandize,  in  the  possession  of  the  inhabitants  t>f  the  said 
City,  until  the  property  of  the  same  shall  be  asoertained  by.  a  joint 
Committee,  oonsisting  of  persons  appointed  by  Congress,  and  of  per- 
sons appointed  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsilvania,  to  wit,  so  far  as  to  determine  whether  any  or  what 
pari  thereof  may  belong  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  or  any  of  his 
Subjects. 
D^Sir, 
I  write  at  a  publick  Table,  much  embamuM(ed|  to  hand  yon  the 
above  Copy  of  a  Resolution  of  Congress. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

!)•  Sir,  y  most  ob*  hum.  Serv^ 

DAN'L  EOBERDEAU. 

P.  S.  My  design  is  that  yotr  may  east  about  &  be  in  readiness  to 
appoint  proper  persons. 


Brig.  Gen.  Laoby  to  V.  P.  Bbta]?,  1778. 

Doyls  Town,  June  5th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Since  Oen.  Potter  left  this  Quarter  Col.  Fre<  Watts  from  Cum- 
berland County  has  Comiqanded  the  Militia,  t  have  been  with  him 
ocoasionaUyrr-he  &  the  Militia  is  at  present  near  this  place,  selling 
with  the  Pay  Maiter— <m  Sunday  next  the  whole  are  free,  except  a 
few  from  Bucks,  and  some  from  Cumberland,  who  Were  a  few  Days 
behind  in  marching,  the  whole  to  be  left  will  not  exceed  thirty  men. 
Major  McCammon  with  a  small  scout  of  ten  men  fell  in  with  a  gaug 
of  marketmen  &  Yaeabonds  from  the  Enemy,  Last  Saturday  Evening, 
the  Major  with  his  little  tho'  Brave  party,  made  Twenty  five  of  them 
Priitoners,  among  which  nine  were  armed,  the  whole  are  sent  to 
Easton  Goal  /or  Confinement,  the  Poltroons  had  cocked  their  fire^ 
locks,  but  Being  Consious  of  their  Guilt,  and  struck  with  the  BI%ck 
anH  infernal  Errand  they  were  on ;  threw  them  down  and  beged  for 
mercy,  part  of  the  gang  saved  themselves  by  a  speedy  flight  back  to 
the  Enemy. 

Every  account  from  the  City  seams  to  Coroborate  (that  the  enemy 
are  preparing  to  evacuate  it. 

If  Council  has  ordered  any  militia  into  the  field,  I  think  it  necessary 
they  should  be  hastned  forward  with  all  Expedition,  I  should  be  glad 
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to  kDOW  wbat  number  are  Coming,  as  annes  fto^  may  be  porided 
accordingly. 

I  am  Sir,  with 

Respect  your  Honour's 

most  ob*  Hum***  Seryant, 

JOHNLACEYJr.,B.Q. 

Directed^ 

On  public  service 

The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  to  tlie  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^favour  of) 
CoL  Smith,     j 


Lbttbb  B.  Gbn.  Lagey  to  V.  P.  BfiTAH,  1778. 

Doyk  Town,  June  5th,  1778. 
Sir. 

Annexed  I  have  sent  you  the  Judgment,  &o.,  of  two  Court  Nir* 
(jals,  which  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  to  the  Prhiter  to  be 
inserted  in  the  Publick  Papers. 

I  most  sinoearly  Condole  with  you  for  the  Loss  of  our  Wwthj 
President.  Accounts  are  Hourly  Coming  from  the  Enemy  that  tbey 
are  just  going  to  Evacuate  the  City,  should  the  aooounts  be  true^uj^ 
they  should  leave  it,  I  should  have  grate  pleasure  in  meeting  ycm  ia 
that  place.  I  have  no  news  to  send  you  only  that  the  Militia  lesns 
this  post  naket  by  the  expiration  of  their  times  and  none  yet  appem 
to  Replaoe  them. 

I  remain  Sir,  with 

the  greatest  Respect  your 

most  obd'  hum^«  Serv*, 

JOHN  LACBY,  B.  a 
DirecUdf 

On  public  Bfervice. 

Colonel  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.;  Lanoasten 
*$  favour  of) 
Qol.  Smith,      j 
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PfiOCBEDiNGS  OP  Court  Martul,  1778. 

Oamp;  Philad*  County. 

Captain  Jacob  Wagsoner,  of  Northampton  County  Militia,  was 
tryed  by  a  Court  Martial|  held  in  General  Lacey's  Brigade,  of  Penn- 
sylvania militia  of  which  Col.  Sidman  waa  President,  and  found 
guilty  of  going  to^  sleep,  when  officer  of  the  Provost— &  leting  his 
guard  go  to  sleep  also;  and  suffering  a  trator  to  his  Country  under 
sentence  of  death,  to  make  his  escape  from  under  their  care — the 
Court  do  a4indge  Oapt.  Waggonw  to  be  Cashiered,  and  discharged 
the  service  with  Infamy. 

The  General  aj^roves  the  Judgment  of  the  Court,  and  orders 
Captain  Waggoner,  to  leave  the  Regiment  to-morrow  morning,  and 
not  to  be  seen  in  it  again  in  the  Ckmzaeter  of  an  officer,  on  pain  of 
farther  punishment. 

Camp,  Bucks  County,  1778. 

Lieut.  William  Neilson,  of  Cumberland  County  Militia,  was  tryed 
by  a  Court  martial,  held  by  order  of  General  Lacey»  of  which  Col. 
Abr.  Smith  was  President;  and  found  guilty  of  disobediance  of  orders 
in  not  firing  on  the  Enemy,  nor  giving  the  Alarm,  when  he  met  them 
with  his  party  two  miles  from  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of 
May,  near  the  Billet.  The  Court  do  adjudge  Lieuti  Nielsen  to  be 
Cashieted. 

The  Gen.  approves  the  Centence  of  the  Court,  and  orders  Lieut. 
Nielsen  to  quit  the  Regiment  immediately.-  He  hopes  the  scandal 
and  infamy  justly  inflicted  on  these  officers  may  be  a  warning  to  all 
others,  not  to  fall  into  the  same  Dilemma. 


Board  op  War  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

War  Office,  June  6th,  2778. 
Sir, 

An  eipresB  has  delivered  ns  your  letter  of  the  8d  instant.  We 
formerly  assigned  the  reasons  of  the  amallness  of  our  order  for  arms 
&  ammunition.  The  same  reasons  still  oontinoe.  Nevertheless,  at 
your  pressing  request  we  inolose  you  an  additional  order  for  lOOOlt 
of  lead,  &  500tti  of  powder,  &  500  musket  &  rifle  flints. 

Mr.  Carithers  lieutenant  of  Cumberland  county  says  <<  he  has  given 
Btrict  charge  against  waste  of  ammanitioa''«-«Be  assured.  Sir,  this 
will  not  save  it.  Even  in  the  nfol*'  ^rmy  snoh  an  order  would  not 
be  anffioieat  with  every  man.    'Tm  diffieolt  we  ooafess  effeotoally  to 
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guard  against  waste.  Bat  perhaps  if  every  man^  when  he  recdvei 
ammunitioYr,  were  .obliged  to  give  a  reodpt  (br  it^  ft  to  aoeooat  afi«r- 
wards  for  the  expenditure,  and  they  at  regular  periods  (is  onee  a 
week)  were  odled  to  ire&der  such  an  acoount^  it  might  haye  a  good 
effect. 

I  am  Bir,  your 

most  obed^  Serranty 

TIM.  PIOEEBINe  jnn'r.i 

By  order  of  the  Bond. 

P.  S.  After  writing  the  abore  we  found  the  bearer  of  your  letter 

iArthar  Buchanan)  expected  to  receive  the  order  for  ammamtki 
^  proceed  immediktely  to  Oarlisle.  We  have  therefore  given  him  la 
order  for  Mr»  Garithen  to  reoeive  the  whole  quantity  of  ammomtioi 
mentioned  ft  dispose  of  the  same,  as  you  ahall  direct,  after  ddtTemg 
Mr.  Buchanan  such  part  thereof  as  his  necessity  immediately  4e> 
mands. 

On  pnblioServieei 

The  Hon^  George  Bryan^  Esq.^  Lancaster. 


Col.  Andrew  Boyd  to  Vick  Pbbsidbnt  B&tak,  1778. 

Newlin^  Chester  County,  6th  June,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer,  Mr.  Joseph  Luckey,  was,  on  the  night  of  the  2^  A 
this  Ins*,  taken  out  of  his  house  bv  a  surtain  James  Fitzpatnek, 
Mordecai  Dougherty,  and  others,  who  had  before  carryd  off  Peter 
Burgandine  and  a  number  of  horses  to  the  Enemy.  I  have  nu^ 
the  most  diligent  search  after  these  bad  men  and  their  tocompiieesi 
but  without  any  success,  they  bein^  secreted  and  supported  viu 
provision  by  the  Inhabitants  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Towih 
ships.  I  have  taken  sum  on  8Uspicion,'but  the  civU  Majastrate  oood 
not  obtain  sufficient  evident  to  commit  them  to  confinement,  batia 
in  expectation  of  taking  some  whose  crimes  will  be  more  erideot 

I  have  advertised  two  hundred  Dollars  for  the  taking  of  Vi^ 
rick,  hopeing  that,  the  Yirtae  of  money  might  induce  some  of  iiij 
friends  to  betray  him.  I  thought  it  w^t  be  a^ifsable  to  GmA 
to  send  Mr,  Lnokey  to  wait  on  yoo,  who  osn  give  you  s  b^ 
particular  accouit. 

Colonel  Wilson's  and  my  Distriot  of  militia  was  ordered  to  Diirc& 
the  1^  of  thia  Inst,  and  out  of  the  two  Glasses  of  the  two  Bstslioi;; 
they  have  not  aarohed  man  than  half  the  number  AatCoomd 
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ordered  on  this  Command,  bj  which  I  am  not  able  to  proceed  as 
low  down  in  this  Connty  as  apears  neeesary,  nor  divide  in  as  many 
party's  as  neoesary.  Colonel  Smith  apprehending  that  they  two 
batalion  wo'd  be  suficient  for  this  party  did  not  order  any  ont  of 

'  his  part  of  the  Coonty.  I  hare  not  leamd  what  nnmber  has  marchd 
from  his  quarter  to  Camp.  The  militia  is  muoh  broken  by  the 
number  of  WaffOnets  now  in  the  seryioe. 

Wod  beg  the  favor  of  you  Sir|  to  send  me  a  Coppy  of  William 
Harp^s  Deposition,  as  I  dont  remember  the  difirent  persons  there 
accused. 

I  have  the  honour 

^  to  be  your  honors 

^  Very  Hum«  Serv*, 

\  ANDW.  BOYD,  8.  Lt 

f5        Directed^ 

^  His  Honor  the  Vice  President;  Lanc^ter. 

P.  Lieut  Joseph  Lnokey. 


GSNBBAL  ROBBBDBAU  TO  SbOBBTART  MaTLACE,  1778. 

York,  June  6%  1778. 
Sir, 

If  your  orders  are  positive  for  returning  the  Books  borrowed  they 
must  be  complied  with,  but  if  otherwise  tfaev  will  be  retained,  as 
they  will  be  useful  in  a  very  little  time  in  aetermining  a  point  on 
the  same  subject  they  were  called  for  ]  therefore  I  shafi  wait  your 
answer,  as  these  books  cannot  be  procured,  as  I  know,  any  where 
else  at  present  My  Sisters  .adcnowledge  your  polite  notice,  and 
hope  witn  me  to  congratulate  you  shortly  in  regaining  our  Capital. 
I  am  respectfully  Sir, 

y  most  ob*  hum^  Ser^, 

DANIEL  ROBERDBAU  * 

P.  S.  If  possible  let  Books  remain,  of  which  care  shall  be  taken. 
Desire  Mr.  Foulke  to  buy  me  a  few  quires  of  good  paper. 

Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Mathwsk,  Esquire,  (Reced.  11  June,  1778.— T.  M.,) 
Xiancaster. 

IFavored  by  Mr.  Scott. 

«  See  Vol.  VI.,  pp..764v  767, 


684  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1778. 

Gbkeral  Robbrdbau  to  Yicb  Pkssidbnt  Betan,  1778. 

York,  June,  6*  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Delegates  of  this  State  are  honored  with  the  commaDda  of 
Council  respecting  a  supply  of  money  for  paying  of  Clothing,  ud 
the  State  of  the  Frontiers ;  these,  together  with  the  petition  of  snie 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland,  were  duly  laid  hefixn  Coo- 
gress,  and  without  a  word  of  debate  referred,  the  former  to  the 
Treasury,  the  latter  to  the  board  of  War,  with  an  order  to  ooofer 
with  the  Gentlemen  who  were  Bearers  of  the  petition.  I  expect  i 
favorable  Issue  to  this  Business  on  Monday. 

Two  Letters,  one  from  Lord  Howe,  the  other  from  Gea^  ClintoB} 
to  Congress,  with  the  three  Acts  of  Parliament  which  are  the  Sob^ 
jects  of  publiok  speculation,  were  under  consideration  on  this  daj, 
and  a  short  answer  given  to  the  Letters.  A  copy  is  prohibited,  u 
indelicate,  until  the  Letter  get  to  hand ;  in  substance  it  refen 
to  the  resolves  of  Congress  on  two  Bills  circulated  sobetss- 
tially  the  same  as  two  of  the  above  :  that  when  the^King  eball  be 
seriously  disposed  to  peace.  Congress  will  be  ready  to  put  an  Eiuito 
the  cruel,  unprovoked  war  waged  against  America,  on  Terms  bo&<v- 
able  to  our  Nation,  for  the  Interest  of  our  ConBtitoents,  and  witki 
sacred  regard  to  Treaties. 

My  acco^  exhibited  to  the  Assembly  when  last  in  Lancaster  reiefl 
to  a  debit  of  which  I  was  not  then  possessed  paid  Capt.  Piper,  wbo 
guarded  Wm.  Todd  to'  Lancaster,  for  his  Ezpences,  which  is  nof 
before  me  in  a  proper  entry  of  £6, 11,  8.  If  that  Sum  oonld  be 
added,  and  the  whole  remitted  by  you  on  the  order  in  the  hands  o^ 
Mrs.  Smith,  it  would  be  of  great  service,  as  my  late  engagement  ii 
the  Lead  works  has  proved  a  moth  to  my  oiroulating  Gash  ud 
oblige  me  make  free  with  a  friend  in  borrowing ;  I  hope  to  eoa- 
gratulate  you  soon  on  regaining  our  Capital.  Some  step  will  be 
taken  by  Congress  for  securing  property  until  a  deliberate  diflcrioii- 
nation  can  be  made,  in  which  a  due  regard  to  the  prerogative  of  tbe 
State  will  be  attended  to. 
I  am  with  respectful 

salutation  to  Council,  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  &  very  hum»  Serv*, 

DANIEL  KOBEEDBAU. 
Directed, 

On  Public  Service. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  ^ 
Stote  of  Pennsilvania,  lAucaster. 

Favoured  by  Mr.  Scott. 
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Resolution  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Oongress,  June  6,  1778. 
Resolved^  That  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  June, 
relative  to  the  Subsistance  Money  to  be  allowed  to  Ofl&cers  in  the 
Continental  Service,  bo  extended  to  all  Militia  or  other  Troops 
which  may  from  time  to  time  be  called  into  the  Continental  Service, 
or  which  may  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  a  special  Resolution  of 
Congress. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 
CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretory.* 


■         Resolution  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  June  S*'*,  1778. 

Whereaii  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  these  States  hath 
ocoasioned  much  difficulty  ^n  procuring  supfdiea  for  eur  Annies ; 
and,  by  the  capture  of  vessels  concerned  in  such  exportation,  the 
Armies  of  the  enemy  have  been  freed  from  distresses^  that  would 
have  greatly  embarrased  their  operations;  And,  whereas,  for  the 
easy  supply  of  our  Armies,  &  to  embarrass  &  distress  the  enemy  the 
ensuing  campaign,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  an  embargo  should  be 
immediately  laid  to  prohibit  such  exportations;  and  as,  from  tho 
distance  of  the  States  from  Congress,  and  the  diffisrent  periods  of 
of  assembling  their  Legislatorea,  the  good  end  o£  inch  embargo 
would  be  wholly  frustrated,  ahoiald  Congress  not  proceed  to  impose 
the  embargo;  therefore  Resolyed,  That  an  embargo  be,  and  it  hereby 
is  laid,  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  wheat,  flour,  rye,  Indian  corn, 
rice,  breao,  beef,  pork,  bacon,  live  stock  &  other  provisions  from  any 
of  these  United  States,  from  and  after  the  tenth  d&j  of  June  instant, 
until  the  fifteenth  day  of  November  next,  unless  sooner  revoked  by 
Congress.  Provided  that  this  embargo  shall  not  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  toking  on  board  ^uch  provisions  as  shall  be  necessary 
for  the  stores  only  of  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  or  others  trading 
to  and  from  these  Stotes. 

Resolved:  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective 
States  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  carrying  the  foregoing 
resolution  into  immediate  execution. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

CHA,  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

*  From  a  printed  handbill. 
25* 
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Bkbolution  6?  CoNORBSs,  1777. 

In  CongresBy  Jane  8, 1778. 

Besolved:  That  one  company  of  foot  be  raised  in  theooontjof 
^ortiiamberlandy  in  the  state  of  PennsylTania,  for  its  imme&te 
defence,  and  the  assistance  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neigbbouiDg 
oonntiesy  so  far  as  it  shall  be  in  their  power,  against  the  Indk&saad 
other  enemies,  who  may  infest  the  same,  bat  not  to  be  married  fm 
these  frontiers  without  their  own  Consent 

That  this  Company  consist  of  one  captain,  one  captain  lievteaaiit, 
two  lieutenants  and  one  ensign,  five  Serjeants,  five  corporals  ud 
eighty-five  privates,  and  continue  in  service  for  six  Months  from  the 
time  of  their  inlistment,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  CoDgren. 

That  tibe  President  and  council  of  the  state  of  PennsylvaDM  le 
empowered  to  issue  warrants  to  suitable  persons  for  Officers  to  ioBst 
the  company  aforesaid,  and  to  grant  a  commiasion  to  such  one  as 
shall  inlust  nineteen  Men. 

That  the  same  pay,  rations  and  subsistance  money  be  allowed  ii& 
company  as  to  officers  of  the  like  rank,  &  soldiers  in  the  conttneoul 
army. 

That  the  commissary  general  of  purchases,  or  his  deputy,  bediicH^ 
to  contract  with  a  suitable  person  to  aupply  this  Compsnjvitk 
provisions. 

That  each  jnan  provide  himself  with  deaths  &  with  a  bitnket 

That  eight  dollars  be  allowed  to  each  man  who  shall  fdnish  Ub* 
self  with  a  good  rifle  and  accoutrements. 

That  the  lieutenant,  or  in  his  absence  the  sub  lieatenant  of  Nort^ 
ttmberland,  be  empowered  and  desired  to  superintend  the  said  oos- 
pany,  give  orders  relative  to  its  operations,  and  in  case  of  fulareii 
duty  of  any  of  the  officers,  to  report  the  same  to  the  board  of  «i^ 

Extract  fitom  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Brfy. 


Board  of  War  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778, 

War  Offioi,  June  8, 1778.^ 
Sir, 
Your  letter  to  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Congress,  i^ 
,  with  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  Northo^ 
berland  County,  praying  for  some  means  of  defence  to  be  tffoided 
them  against  the  Indians,  were  referred  to  this  board,  who,  9^^ 
considering  the  same,  &  conferring  with  the  two  gentlemen  «<^^ 
preseqted  the  petition,  agreed  on  a  report  to  Congress  for  nisiog  * 

«  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  609. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVBS  1778.  58T 

oonipiiiiy  of  one  hundred  men,  agreeably  to  ihe  resolve  passed 
thereon,  which  is  inelosed.  The  large  tdlowance  to  eyery  man  who 
diall  find  his  arms  &  aoeoutrementS;  it  is  hoped  will  go  far  towards 
a  supply  of  the  company. 

You  observe  in  your  letter  to  your  delegates,  that  frequent  appli* 
cations  have  been  made  to  this  board  for  arms  &  amunition.  That 
all  these  demands  were  not  amply  supplied,  arose  from  the  scantiness 
of  the  public  stores,  particularly  of  arms  &  lead.  The  same  difficulty 
still  continues.  It  is  certainly  of  the  first  imnortance  to  arm  tho 
Continental  troops.  Every  assistance,  compatible  with  this  main 
object,  requisite  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers,  we  have  been,  and 
always  shall  be  ready  to  afford.  We  wish  it  were  possible  to  prevent 
the  misapplication  of  such  aid.  Of  the  amunition  issued  by  the 
board,  last  winter,  to  some  of  the  western  counties,  it  was  confessed 
that  the  greater  part  was  probably  wasted.  A  more  recent  instance 
of  waste  happened  at  Sinking  Spring  Valley.  Gen'l  Soberdeaa 
ordered  a  certain  number  of  cartridges  to  be  distributed  to  the 
people ;  but  when  the  Indians  committed  jsome  depredations  not  far 
distant,  &  the  men  were  to  turn  out,  scarcely  a  cartridge  was  found 
in  their  possession.  It  would  be  a  most  valuable  acquisition  could 
you  devise  some  measure  to  put  a  stop  to  this  fatal  mischief. 

As  the  Lieutenant  of  Northumber^md  county  is  authorised  to 
superintend  the  company,  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  instruct  him 
to  satisfy  himself,  by  an  examination  or  muster  of  the  men  who 
shall  be  inlisted,  that  they  are  able  bodied,  &  fit  for  the  duty  for 
which  they  are  raised. 

Pay  win  be  issued  upon  an  application  to  the  board  of  war,  upon 
a  muster  roll  of  the  company,  certified  by  the  Lieutenants,  or^  iu 
his  absence,  the  Sub-Lieutenants  of  that  county. 
I  am  sir,  respectfully, 

your  most  obed*  servant, 

TIM.  PICKERING,  Junr. 
By  order  of  the  Board. 
Directed, 

On  publick  service.  To  The  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania.    War  Office. 


Oapt.  White  Eyes  &c.,  w  Col.  George  Morgan,  1778. 

Capt"  White  Eyes  and  John  Eillbuck,  &c*..  Message  fo  Col.  Geo^ 
Morgan.    Bated  at  Coochooking,  9  June,  1778. 

Brother  Taiminend, 

*  We  are  exceeding  glad  you  sent  the  Messengers  to  us ;  all  the 

Connsellors  and  Young  Men,  and  all  our  People  thank  you  for  send-* 
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ing  ng  tbe  affreeable  ft  tejoioing  Newg  tlial  tbe  Time  oometh  nigher 
when  these  Clonds,  which  arose  over  our  Heads,  will  now  soon  be 
dispersed  &  seen  no  more;  we  are  glad  to  hear  yoor  Y<Ace  becsanse 
you  tell  us  to  be  strong,  and  to  hold  fast  to  the  Chain  of  Friendafaip, 
^  00  we  will  do  fall  all  these  dark  olonds  are  passed  over  &  the  sky 
is  qnite  clear  again. 

Brother, 

You  desire  to  hear  what  Nqws  we  have  heard  here,  therefore  I 
will  let  you  know  what  the  Head  Chief  of  the  Chipaways,  from  their 
farthest  Towns  over  the  Lakes,  hath  acquainted  me  of;  that  be 
came  last  spring  to  Detroit,  &  meeting  there  with  some  of  his  yonog 
Men,  who  had  been  to  war  wi^h  tbe  Wiandots,  he  reproved  them  for 
their  folly  that  they  had  joined  in  taking  up  the  Hatchet  against  the 
Virginiana  The  Ohiei  sent  the  following  Message  to  me  : — Grand 
father  take  Pity  on  your  Grand  Children;  for  1  depend  only  in 
yoU;  therefore,  what  you  know  is  good  for  your  Grand  children,  tell 
me,  and  what  you  shall  advise  me  I  will  do.  Now,  Grand  father, 
our  Lord  and  Maker  has  put  us  here,  I  now  take  all  the  Briaia  k 
Thoros  out  of  y«  road  which  is  between  us,  that  our  Children  may 
pass  &  repass,  quiet  and  peaceably;  when  they  go  to  see  one  another. 
So  far  his  speech. 

Brother, 

When  I  went  at  the  Fort  last  you  desired  md  to  speak  to  the 
Wiandots,  which  I  have  done,  &  1  found  them  now  more  disposed 
to  listen  to  me  than  they  have  been  hitherto.  '  I  therefore  persuade 
myself  that  if  you  would  speak  to  them  in  a  friendly  Manner,  they 
would  hearken  to  you. 

Brother, 

You  desired  to  know  who  of  the  Nations  would  take  hold  of  oar 
chain  of  Friendship.  I  now  aoqnaint  you  that  I  shall  go  to  Detroit 
in  about  nine  Days,  where  the  Gov  hath  called  all  his  children  to 
meet ;  when  I  return  from  thence  I  shall  come  to  you,  &  inform 
you  of  all  what  I  have  heard  &  seen,  &  thqsn  I  also  shall  know  whd 
will  go  with  me  to  Fort  Pitt. .  The  Shawanese  desired  me  to  let 
you  know  that  they  will  join  their  GiHiddfather  in  coming  to  the 
Treaty  nt  the  appointed  Time.  Some  of  them  will  go'with  me  to 
Detroit,  &  Messengers  also  wiH-go4he  Unami  river,  where  the  rest 
o£f  their  People  are,  to  invite  them  likewise. 

Brother,  .^.   . 

Be  assured  of  our  Love  &  Friendship,  for  you  have  made  our 
Hearts  glad  &  strong  again. 

Indorsementy 

Copy^  Capt"  White  Eyes  &  John  Killbucks'  Message  to  Col.  G^o. 
Morgan.    Dated  Cooohooking,  June  9%  1778.  ' 
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Prbsidxnt  op  C0NGRBS8  TO  V;  P.  Bbtan,  1778. 

York  town,  9th  June,  1778. 
Hononrable  Sir, 

You  will  receive  witbin  the  present  enclosure^  five  Acts  of  Gun- 
grcss,  as  undermentioned. 

1.  Of  7th  May.    For  an  Establishmont  of  the  Ameriean  Army. 

2.  4  June.  For  appointing  CommissionerB  for  holding  a  treaty 
with  the  Delaware,  Shawanese,  &  other  Indians^  at  Fort  Pitt,  the 
23'  July  next. 

8.  6  June.  For  extending  to  the  militia  subsistence,  in  lieu  of 
extra  Rations. 

4.  8  June.  For  raising  a  Company  of  foot  in  the  County  of 
Northumberland,  &o. 

5.  Ibid.  For  laying  a  general  Embargo  on  oertain  articles  of 
provision. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  very  great  Respect, 

Honourable  Sir, 
Your  obedient  &  most  humble  servt, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congress. 

DirecUdy 
The  Honorable  Vice  l^resideat  Bryan,  Pennsylvania. 


Intslligencb  from  Northuhbb&land  Go.y  1778. 

MuDsey  Farm,  10th  of  JoM,  1773. 
80  Miles  from  Niurthuvherhuul  Town. 

Nothing  matei^ial  happened  since  station^  here — ^rainy  weather — 
Mouta  out  and  no  Discoveries  till  this  day — Col.  Hosterman  with 
Capt.  Reynolds  ft  a  party  of  IS  Men  set  off  for  Antic's  Mill  with 
ammunition  for  that  place  &  the  Big  Island;  when  they  had  got  as 
far  as  Loyal  Sock  (five  miles  from  this  place),  And  had  just  crossed 
the  Creek,  they  heard  a  firing  &  yells,  they  judged  it  To  be  I  mile 
up  the  Creek,  they  push'd  on  to  the  firing  as  fast  as  they  Cou'd,  But 
when  they  came  to  the  pkce  where  they  thought  the  firing  was,  the 
Party  supposed  the  Indians  had  seen  them  &  gave  a  stroke  for  every 
man  in  the  party,  as  they  heard  a  noise  resembling  a  stroke  on  a 
Hollow  Tree  several  Times  repeated,  this  noise  was  still  further  off, 
they  went  on  to  Thompsons  about  a  Mile  from  the  place  they  first 
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heard  the  firing,  they  decided  to  surround  the  House,  when  thej 
arrived  there  they  found  the  Bam  on  fire  ^it  contained  gnin  in  The 
8bea£),  thei  house  untouched,  they  found  Thompsons  powder  Horn 
Twith  a  Bullet  hole  through  it)  near  the  House,  saw  several  mockaSen 
&  shoe  tracks,  but  Cou'd  not  find  Thompson,  Shoefelt,  or  Wikdl^ 
these  three  were  the  men  at  the  House.  Just  before  they  came  to 
the  house  they  heard  two  death  Hollo*  &  one  that  they  Took  to  be 
a  prisoner  Holloo  after,  after  this  they  heard  the  Indians  and  then 
heard  no  more  of  them,  after  the  party  had  Ezamin'd  the  house  k 
about  the  field  for  Thompson  and  the  rest  &  oou'd  not  find  tbem  they 
March'd  to  Lycoming.  This  firing  at  Thompsons  b^an  between  2 
&  3  o'clock  &  lasted  about  f  of  an  hour,  our  People  had  a  yery  ugly 
swamp  to  cross  through  which  took  them  near  a  Quarter  of  an  hour, 
&  this  depriy'd  them  from  being  up  time  enough  to  succour  Thomp- 
son, they  supposed  from  the  yells  that  the  Indians  gave  they  were 
about  14  in  number,  same  day  Peter  Smith  his  wife  &  6  cbildien, 
Wm.  King's  wife  with  2  children,  Michael  Smith,  ^Michael  Camp- 
bell &  David  Chambers,  belonging  to  Oapt.  Beynolds  Company)  & 

Snodgrass  ft Hammond  being  6  men.  Two  Women  & 

Eight  Children  were  going  with  a  Wagon  to  Lycoming,  when  they 
were  near  to  Loyal  Sock,  John  Harris,  (son  to  oM  Sam^  Harris)  who 
had  heard  the  whole  firing  met  them  and  told  them  off  it,  and  desir'd 
them  to  return,  as  to  go  forward  was  dangerous,  But  Peter  Smith 
said  that  firing  wou'd  not  stop  them^  Harris  came  here  and  Smith 
went  on.  Upon  Harris's  Information  a  party  of  15  push'd  to  the 
Place  the  finns  was  heard,  when  Smith  with  his  Waeon  &  party  had 
got  within  f  of  a  mile  of  Lycoming  the  Indians  fired  at  them  at  the 
first  fire  Snodgrass  fell  dead  being  shot  through  the  Temple,  the 
Indians  fired  on  them  at  first  two  guns,  then  Immediately  three  set 
up  the  shout  and  advanced  running  to  the  Wagon,  our  men  aa  soon 
as  they  say  them  (for  they  did  not  see  them  Till  they  receiv'd  the  2 
fires)  Tree'd  &  return'd  the  fire,  a  little  Boy  &  A  girl  made  ofiT  about 
this  time,  the  Indians  Closed  in  very  fast  ft  Endeavoured  to  surround 
them,  this  occasion'd  our  men  to  flee  as  fast  as  they  cou'd,  all  but 
Campbell,  who  was  seen  fishting  at  dose  Quarters  with  his  Rifle  and 
the  Indians  Gun  was  found  broke  to  pieces,  before  they  were  out  of 
9ight  of  the  wagon  they  saw  the  .Indians  'attacktiuff  the  women  ft 
Children  with  their  Tomahawks,  the  number  of  In£ans,  Chambers 
thinks  to  be  about  20,  this  affair  began  just  before  sun  down,  the  boy 
that  Escap'd  pushed  to  Lycoming  &  Informed  the  men  there  of  what 
had  happen'd  they  went  of  Immediately,  but  mistaking  the  Intelli- 
gence the  boy  gave  they  went  to  the  river^  to  the  place  the  men  liv'd 
as  they  Imagin'd  it  was  the  Canoe  That  was  attiud^'d,  in  the  mean* 
time  Capt  Hepburn  with  the  party  That  left  this  came  across  the 
dead  bodies  of  Snodgrass  &  another,  but  it  being  dark  they  cou'd  not 
distinguish  who  they  were,  they  went  to  Lycoming  where  they  met 
the  other  party,  they  waited  to  the  next  day  as  it  was  too  late  to  do 
any  thing  that  night.    June  llth^  the  parties  went  down  &  found 
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ihe  bodies  off  the  following  perBon  YIl^  Peter  Smith's  wife  shot 
throaffhy  stab'd  And  a  knife  left  by  her^  &  soalp'd;  Wm.  King's  wife 
Tomahawk'd  &  Scalp'd,  she  was  sitting  up  this  morning  bat  LeanM 
on  her  hnsband  wben|he  came  to  her,  And  Ezpir'd  Immediatelj,  she 
appeared  sensible  but  coa'd  not  speak^  a  Little  girl  kilFd  &  scalp^d^ 
a  boy  the  same,  Snodgrass  shot  through  the  head,  Tomahawk'd  & 
8toVd,&o.,  Campbell  shot  in  the  back,  Tomahawk'd,  Stab'd,  Scalp'd 
and  a  knife  left  in  him,  they  took  off  his  rifle  but  took  nothing  bat 
trifles  oat  of  the  Wagon ;  they  found  a  coat  of  the  Indians  &  a  Car- 
tridge made  up  of  best  Cartridge  paper,  the  Indians  made  use  of  buck 
shot  as  one  was  sticking  in  the  wagon  &  one  in  the  arm  of  ooe  the  dead; 
as  the  parties  that  went  out  yesterday  had  not  retum'd  &  no  Intelli- 
gence ^m  them  the  people  at  Munsey  And  here,  grew  uneasy  & 
sent  off  a  party  between  20  &  80,  under  Cspt  Shaffer,  these  men 
when  they  came  to  the  house  of  Thompson  Ezamind  it  &  all  about| 
at  length  found  him  and  Shoefelt  the  out  side  of  a  field  among  some 
ine  grubs,  Thompson  was  shot  through  the  left  side  &  through  the 
^owder  horn  &  scalp'd,  Shoefelt  was  shot  through  the  left  shoulder 
&  scalp'd,  They  lay  but  a  little  distance  apart,  they  were  so  near 
Thompson  when  they  shot  him  that  his  Jacket  was  Bum'd.  Wikoff 
is  suppos'd  to  be  taken  prison^  he  was  about  16  years  old,  6  guns 
was  heard  Above  Ferguson's  at  8  ""Clock  A.  M. 

The  above  is  a  coppy  of  the  aooount  sent  to  Col.  Winter,  From 
Col.  Hosterman.* 


Pi 


AuDiTOB  Gbn.  U.  S.  to  v.  p.  Bryan,  1778. 

Treasury  Office,  York  Town,  June  10th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  has 
been  read  in  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  who 
have  directed  me  to  inform  your  Honor  that  such  is  the  state  of  the 
Finances  of  the  United  States  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  Congress 
to  appropriate  part  of  the  Continental  Tax  levied  on  the  respective 
States  to  answer  the  requisition  made  by  them  for  Money  due  from 
the  Continent.  The  Board  propose  therefore  that  a  sum  sufficient  to 
pay  for  the  Cloathing  be  paid  to  you  out  of  the  first  Monies  col- 
lected by  the  1^  assessed  by  your  Assembly,  in  consequence  of  a 
recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  day  of  November,  and  wish 
to  be  informed  of  the  quantity  of  Cloathing  delivered  to  Mr.  Mease 
Clothier  General ;  and  whether  the  residue  is  ready  to  be  delivered 

*  dee  Col.  Bee ,  Vol.  XL,  p.  608. 
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to  tlie  order  of  Congress,  or  of  the  Board  of  War.    I  ha^e  only  to 
add  that  your  answer  to  this  will  aer7e  to  expedite  the  buainess. 
I  have  the  Honor 

to  be  Sir,  your 

most  obed.  Ser?*, 

(JOHN  GIBSON,  U.S. 
\  Aud.Genl 

By  Order, 

(The  above  blank  should  have  been  filled  with  the  (22nd). 

T.M. 
Directed. 

To  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Yice  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania;  at  Lancastsr. 


Pkbs't  of  Congrbss  to  v.  p.  Bryak,  1778. 

York  Town,  10  June,  1778. 
Honorable  Sir, 

Authentio  Intelligenee  reeeired  by  Congress  from  many  quarten 
leave  it  no  longer  doubtful  in  what  manner  the  Enemy  mean  to  con* 
duct  their  plan  of  conciliation. 

Under  delusive  appearanoes  of  pacific  Acta  and  Peace-making 
Commis^iop^xiB,  /ilreiidy.  their  JMilitary  Be^nforeements  begin  t?  arrive 
and  already  they  have  commenced  the  Campaign  in  many  places 
with  acts  of  cruelty  &  devastation.  \ 

.  Indian  irruptions  and  burning  houses  in  the  moment  of  disperniig 
propositions  for  peace,  evince  the  insidious  dedgns  of  the  Enemy  aaa 
demonstrate  the  necessity  of  wiaom  in  Council,  of  strength  and  vigoor 
in  the  field.  The  former  may  be  employed  to  distress  the  enemj 
greatly  by  witholding  from  them  the  provisions  of  America,  and  the 
latter  by  quickly  collecting  powerful  armies  to  take  advantage  of  their 
present  weaki)^ss. 

In  duty  therefore  to  their  Constituents,  Congress  earnestly  call 
upon  you.  Sir,  and  your  State,  to  adopt  the  most  effectual  and  vigor- 
ous measures  for  speedily  reinforcing  the  Continental  army  with  your 
quota  of  Troops.  The  present  moment  unimproved  may  be  produc- 
tive of  most  pernicious  consequences,  and  the  public  saiety  denundfl 
strong  and  united  efforts. 

Experience  hath  shown  that  the  Marine  force  of  our  enemies  enables 
them  to  secure  for  the  support  of  their  Armies,  alniost  the  whole  of 
our  exported  provisions,  and  therefore  Congveaa  impressed  with  the 
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necessity  of  preventiDg  the  supplies  derived  to  our  foes  from  this 
source,  and  desirous  of  supplying  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
have  upon  mature  deliberation,  laid  an  Embargo  on  provisions  of  all 
kinds,  and  they  earnestly  request  the  vigorous  exercise  of  the  powers 
of  your  State  to  carry  into  effectual  ezecution  this  most  necessary 
measure. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Honorable  Sir,  your 

most  obed*  Serv*, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 
DirecUdy 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Council  to  Board  op  War,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  June  10th,  1778. 
Sir, 

In  acknowledging  youir  favour  of  the  Sth*'  Instant,  I  cannot  help 
observing,  that  the  mode  of  nominating  commisnoned  officers  for 
the  Company  to  be  raised  in  Northumberland,  will  not  be  likely  to 
obtain  the  best  officers,  &  for  combating  Indians,  we  apprehend  that 
great  care  should  be  used  in  the  Choice.  The  prudence  of  Mr.  Hun- 
ter, the  Lieutenant,  will,  I  trust,  be  able  to  obviate  inconveniences. 
It  is  hoped,  that  a  proper  number  of  the  disturbed  Settlers  will  en- 
list readily  to  stay  on  the  frontier  for  six  months. 

The  Board  of  War  having  charged  our  people  with  waste  of  pow- 
der &  ball  formerly  distributed,  Council  has  been  led  into  a  mistake 
by  the  general  mode  of  Expression  used.  In  warning  the  Lieute- 
nants of  Cumberland  &  Northumberland  ag*  waste,  Council  have 
made  an  express  charge  of  waste  committed  by  the  People  of  the 
Western  Counties.  I  now  see,  by  a  Memorandum,  delivered  at  York 
to  the  Men  whom  the  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland  sent  to  Con- 
gress, (they  say  by  your  board,)  that  our  back  Inhabitants  never  re- 
ceived any  till  the  quantities  lately  ordered  to  the  Lieutenant  of 
Cumberland.  Two  former  parcells  only  appear — ^The  first  furnished 
to  the  Virginia  Intruders  in  Westmoreland,  the  other  to  the  Con- 
necticut Trespassers  at  Wioming — ^people  who  have  no  relation  to  us, 

*  See  page  686. 
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except  that  of  wrongful  pcttdssica  of  oni  Territory.  Waaie  oC  Uik 
sort  is  however  very,  likely,  &  whilst  we  state  this  matter  in  jmsliei 
to  the  iDnooenti  Oue  shall  be  takeu;  in  this  lespeot,  as  fiv  ai 
may  be. 

lam^  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  Ser?*. 

G.  B.,  Vice  PMmdt 
To  the  Board  of  War. 


Council  to  Brig.  Qw.  Laoey,  1778. 

In  Council; 

Lancaster,  Jnne  10;  1778. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant*  has  been  read  in  Council.  The 
impeneot  returns  made  of  the  Militia  in  the  Field,  and  the  time  of 
their  seryices  respectively,  has  laid  the  Council  under  very  great  dif- 
ficulties in  ordering  oat  the  proper  releifs.  From  the  reports  of  the 
Sub  Lieutenants  of  Chester  county  there  are  very  few  to  be  expect- 
ed from  that  county,  and  a  delay,  from  some  misapprehension  of  the 
order,  has  happened  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia — ^Two  clwoonn 
from  thenoe  will  probably  now  come  ouf^  Perhaps  you  may  find  ad- 
Tantage  in  conferring  with,  or  writing  to  Cot  Aich^  Thomson  on  this 
subject. 

The  strong  probability  of  the  enemy  leaving  the  State  saddenly, 
«nd  the  extreme  disadvantage  to  the  farmer  to  be  called  into  tik 
Field  at  this  season,  have  induced  the  Council  to  hesitate  on  this 
subject.  >  A  &w  4lays  will  probably  aaoertain  how  this  matter  will 
be,  and  orders  will. foe  given  accordingly. 

The  stoping  of  the  Supplies  to  the  enemy  is  of  very  considerable 
importance,  and  ought  to  be  oonlinued  as  fiar  as  it  is  practicable. 

To  Brigad'  General  Lacey. 

*  See  page  679,  680. 
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Council  to  Samuel  Potts,  17T8. 

Laaioasterj  June  11. 1778. 
Sir, 

•  Your  brother,  the  Doctor,  undertaking  to  forward  this,  affords  me 
the  first  opportunity  of  giving  yon  the  doctrine  of  surety  in  cases  of 
treasoui  as  it  seems  at  present  to  be  understood.  Justices  of  the 
Peace  cannot  take  bail  in  this  case,  but  must  commit  to  the  common 
Oaol  of  the  county.  Whilst  the  Supreme  Court  is  sitting  iJie  Judges 
may.  take  bail,  at  other  times  ant/  one  of  them  has  that  power. 
Where  the  evidence  is  full  it  is  to  be  used  with  great  caution,  but 
where  the  charge  is  doubtful,  -it  is  held  to  be  his  duty  to  take  bail. 

Should  the  enemy  leave  this  city,  it  is  probable  that  one  of  the 
Judges  will  immediately  go  into  it.  From  these  circumstances  you 
will  see  what  measures  are  most  proper  in  the  case  you  have  under 
eonstderation.  Altho  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt  of  the  doctors 
«are  in  sending  you  this,  X  wish  you  to  give  me  notice  by  a  line  of 
your  having  received  it 

From  your  Fnd. 

k  h'mble  Servant 

To  Sam'l  Potts,  Esq^,  Pott0grove. 


Brio.  Gbn.  Lacet  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

BuckB,  June  11th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  Sorry  to  inform  you  this  Coun^i^  is  left  intirely  open  to  the 
insults  and  ravages  of  the  Tories  and  vagabonds  from  the  Enemy, 
by  the  Discharge  of  the  Militia,  whose  times  are  all  Expired,  except 
about  a  Dosen  from  Philad*  County.  Parties  oi  these  Malignant  Yi- 
lians  Comes  into  Makefield,  Newtown  k  Northampton  Townships, 
and  Steals  all  the  good  Horses  they  Can  find  and  takes  t^em  to 
Philadr. 

News  continues  coming  of  the  Enemy's  preparation  for  leaving 
the  City,  but  I  am  Ready  to  fear  it  is  only  a  manoeuvre. 

I  have  ordered  all  the  Armes  some  distance  back  into  the 
Country  for  safety,  if  any  more  Militia  is  coming  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  it,  as  I  may  have  the  Armes  k  Necessaries  provided  for 
them  on  their  arrival. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  Respect, 

Your  Honours  most 

Humb.  Serv*. 
,     .  JOHN  LACBY,  B.  G. 
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P.  S.  More  offioers  are  sent  from  Philad*  connty  than  the  reaolTe 
of  Oongress  intttlea  to  pay  in  the  Militia.     I  wonid  be  glad  to  know 
weither  I  have  any  thing  to  do  with  them,  either  in  the  DiaehargiDg 
or  Leting  them  oontinne  as  they  are  or  not. 
Directed, 

The  Hononrable  G-eorge  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  theEx^ 
entive  Oonnoil  of  Pennsylvania^  Iiancaster. 

^  fayr  Major  McOammain. 


Council  to  Col.  J.  Boyd,  1778. 

Lancaster,  June  12;  1778. 
Sir, 

Yonr  yigilancc  in  attempting  to  arrest  James  Fitspatriok  k  Mon^ 
Dougherty^  the  Traitors,  who  seized  Mr.  Lncky,  is  approved  by 
Council,  as  well  as  yonr  conduct  in  offering  a  reward  to  any  peisn 
who  shall  apprehend  them.  This  engagement  the  Council  vili 
cheerfully  ful^,  if  it  proves  effectual  for  the  arrest  of  such  daDgei* 
ious  men. 

T.  M. 
Enclosed  is  Copy  of  the  deposition  you  mention. 
To  Col»  J.  Boyd. 


Examination  op  Garrbt  Vansant,  1778. 

Examination  of  Gerret  Yansant,  junr.,  of  Middletown,  io  Boeb 
county,  aged  between  15  &  16  years  who  being  duly  sworn,  dotk 
declare  and  say,  that  about  eight  or  nine  o'CIook  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  eighth  instant,  three  men,  whom  he  took  to  be  Englisli 
Officers,  came  to  the  House  of  the  Widdow  Brown,  in  Bristol  tovo- 
ship,  upon  which  this  Deponent  opened  a  back  door  and  west  w 
home;  that  he  found  the  afores*  three  men  there  before  him,  wbo 
order  this  deponent  to  feed  their  Horses,  and  then  compelled  him^ 
let  them  into  the  House,  which  he  did ;  they  then  ordered  him  to 
kindle  a  fire  and  light  a  candle,  they  then  directed  him  to  d6 
liver!  up  the  Meat  and  Chese  belonging  to  the  House,  to  gear  op 
the  Waggon,  that  not  finding  any  Horses  belonging  to  the  Eoas^ 
they  made  him  assist  them  in  putting  their  own  Horses  to  the  Wag- 
gon, they  then  tyed  him  on  the  Waggon  witl^  the  meat  and  Cb^ 
&  drove  them  near  to  Bristol,  when  they  untied  him  and  ordered 
him  to  go  home,  which  he  did,  and  going  between  twenty  and  tbii^J 
yards  a  Qun  wis  fired  at  Jiim  from  the  Waggon ;  that  when  he  left 
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the  Waggon  it  was  begining  to  be  ligbt,  and  that  he  knew  one  of 
the  men  to  be  Edward  Welstead,  of  Trenton,  in  Newjersey.  This 
Deponent  farther  sayetb^  that  in  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the 
tenth  instant,  as  he  was  returning  with  his  brother,  John  Vanzant, 
from  Trenton,  with  the  Waggon  and  some  of  the  things  which  had 
been  taken  from  them  on  Monday  night,  they  were  attacked  by  a 
party  of  armed  men  in  the  road,  ^bout  a  mile  &  an  half  from  Trenton 
Ferry,  who  pulled  Him,  this  Deponent,  out  of  the  Waggon,  stripped 
off  his  Coat,  Waistcoat,  Hat  and  pinchback  Watch,  and  silver  shoe- 
buckles,  io  the  mean  time  beating  him  very  much,  but  hearing  a 
Brigade  of  Forage  Waggons  coming  near,  they  ordered  this  Deponent 
to  hold  the  Horses  which  they  had  taken  from  the  Waggon,  untill 
they  should  return,  otherwise  they  would  shoot  him,  upon  which 
they  retired  into  the  bushes,  and  this  Deponent  made  his  escape  with 
the  Hoxses. 

GARRET  VANSANT. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me^  | 
l&th  June,  1778.  J 

HENinr  Wynkoop. 


Examination  of  Ensign  John  Vansant,  1778. 

Examination  of  Ebsign  John  Yanzant,  son  of  Gerret  Yansant, 
the  elder,  of  Middletown,  in  Bucks  county,  who  being  duly  sworn 
before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  s' 
County,  Doth  declare  and  say,  that  in  the  night  of  Monday,  y  8th 
Instant,  he  thinks  about  midnight,  he  was  wakened  by  the  noise  of 
talking  below  stairs,  upon  which  he  got  up,  and  looking  out  of  a 
Window  saw  three  Horses  with  Holsters,  and  a  man  standing  by 
tbem  with  a  naked  sword  in  his  hand,  he  then  taking  them  to  be 
Befugees  leaped  out  of  a  Window,  ran  to,  the  stable,  took  the 
only  Horse  there,  went  into  the  feild  and  drove  the  rest  of  the 
Horses  into  a  bye  place,  and  then  alarmed  the  Associators  in  the 
Neighbourhood,  and  returned  home,  when  he  found  his  brother  Ger- 
ret missing,  together  with  the  Waggon,  Gears,  about  five  hundred 
weight  of  Bacon  and  Beef,  about  fifty  weight  of  Chese,  two  bridles^ 
and  a  womans  Cap  belonging  to  his  mother;  that  he  tracked  the 
Waggon  to  Bristol,  where  he  was  informed  that  the  men  were  Capt. 
Joseph  Clon,  Capt.  —  Pancas,  and  Edward  Welstead,  of  Trenton, 
in  Newjersey ;  that  he  pursued  them,  and  by  the  intercession  of 
Gen.  Dickenson  and  Col.  Kirkbride  he  procured  the  Waggon,  Gears, 
some  of  the  Meat  &  about  ten  pound  of  the  Chese,  but  was  detained 
by  8*  Clon,  Pancas  and  Welstead,  until  after  sunset  j  then  crossing 

*  See  Colon.  Rco.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  612. 
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the  Ferry,  that  at  the  distanoe  cf  about  a  mUeand  anhalf  hemitt- 
taokedin  the  Boad  by  a  party  of  armed  meD,  who  pulled  him  out  of  tlie 
Waggon  and  struok  him  sundry  times,  and  then  stripped  off  hie  Goit, 
Waistooat^BreecheSy  Shirt  and  Shoes,  with  apair  of  siWer  shoetroekks 
&  knee  buckles,  and  about  three  or  four  Dollars  in  paper  moiney,  hk  Fio^ 
Gertifficate  of  AUegianoe,  and  about  two  vards  of  Bibbon,  and  (bet 
attempted  to  tye  him  when  he  ran^  heard  them  say  shoot  lHD,iad 
saw  a  light  like  ^e  flash  of  Gun,  and  made  his  eeoape  to  Km  d 
the  Militia  in  the  Neighbourhood,  who  went  out  with  thisDeponat, 
and  seeing  some  men  runing  across  a  feild  they  pursued  them  to  tk 
Biver,  where  they  oame  up  with  them  and  found  his  Brothei^a  Hii 
in  possession  of  one  of  them,  this  Deponent  then  charged  themvitli 
the  Bobbery,  whereupon  they  gave  him  part  of  his  money  tod  Ui 
Certiffioate;  that  the  people  who  attended  him  told  him  ^ejknei 
them,  and  went  with  him  to  the  Tavern  and  ^ve  him  their  names  in 
writine,  as  follows,  yiz :  John  Stilwel,  Hugh  Bussel,  Bese  Feten, 
Elija  Yard,  George  Beatty,  Joseph  Luikey  and  William  lAttiaoi^ 
he  was  likewise  informed  that  lul  the  afores*  persons,  except  one 
or  two  belonged  to  the  afores^  Capt.  Clou's  Company  of  Militii  Ai- 
tilleryin  Trenton,  of  Newjersey. 

JOHN  VANSABT. 
Taken  and  subsoribribed'  before  me,  7 
18th  June,  1778.  | 


Com'r  John  Hazblwood  to  V.  P.  Bbtan,  1778. 

Trenton,  June  13tb,  177S. 
Tour  Ezcelency,  I  am  told  by  letter  from  Capt.  Montgomery) » 
displeased  that  the  paymaster  is  not  Come  up  to  pay  the  People,  i 
told  the  Navv  Board  that  your  Exce}incy  requested  that  he  niglt^ 
go  up  when  f  arived  at  this  place,  &  likewise  spoke  to  the  pay  bu^ 
ter  to  the  same  purpose,  he  gave  me  to  understand  That  he  Ao^ 
go  soon,  &  as  he  is  under  the  command  of  the  NaVy  Board  &^ 
me,  I  left  it  with  them  to  dispatch  him  off.  I  should  be  glad  if  y^ 
Excelincy  cotild  spare  20  or  30  of  the  men,  with  two  Lieu**,  tocooe 
down  here,  to  assist  id  geting  Two  of  the  Galleys  &  a  Sloop  up,  tbi 
lays  in  a  Daingerous  way  if  thay  are  not  got  up  soon ;  we  Hare  g^ 
two  up  allready  with  what  Captains  we  Have  here,  but  cannot  miB' 
age  to  get  up  the  others  without  more  assistance ;  &  if  your  Exee- 
lency 'thinks  Proper,  when  those  men  comes  down,  we  will  get  lU 
the  Galleys  up  &  Clean  them  out,  &  can  have  them  Beady  to  Sud^ 

t  See  Col.  Bee.,  YqL  XI.,  p.  612. 
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should  the  Enemy  oome  up  this  way  again ;  but  I  think  there's  bnt 
little  dainger  of  it,  as  its  Thought  they  will  soon  take  their  leaye  of 
Us.  I  wish  I  had  it  in  my  Power  to  give  them  a  scowering  Before 
they  get  out  of  the  river,  &  I  am  eerten  had  we  but  our  Fleet  on 
Floate  &  manned,  they  would  be  obliged  to  leave  some  more  of  them 
behind.  Here  is  nothing  new  to  luform  youi^  Ezoelency  of^  for  all 
onr  News  oomes  from  your  way,  &  having  not  to  add. 
Am  your  Ezc^  most 

OV  Hum'be  Serv*. 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD,  C.  P.  F. 


Lieut.  Saml.  Hunter  to  V.  P.  Bryan. 

Fort  Augusta^  June  U^,  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  10^^  June  I  have  received,  and  shall  pay  proper 
respect  to  its  contents.  As  to  the  number  of  men  to  be  raised,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty. 

The  10*^  InsV  between  Loyal  Sock  and  Lycoming,  between  thirty 
&  forty  miles  from  this,  on  the  West  Branch  of  Susquehanuah,  the 
savages  killed,  scalped  &o.,  4  men,  2  women,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  &  five 
we  have  missing.  This  aflfair  hath  hurt  us  much.  Our  communi- 
cation (we  formerly  had)  between  Antis's  mill  &  the  Big  Island,  is 
now  cut  off.  Inclosed,  I  send  you  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the 
distress^  Inhabitants  of  the  West  branch  of  ^usquehannah.  Samuel 
Harris,  that  will  hand  this  to  you,  can  inform  you  of  any  particulars. 

Tour  obed*  Humb>«  Serv*, 

SAMi  HUNTEE,  Lieu*. 
JHrected, 
The  Hon*'*  George  Bxyan. 


Council  to  Gov.  Livingston,  1778. 

Lancaster,  June  15, 1778. 
Sir, 

A  representation  has  been'made  to  this  Council  of  a  most  audacious 
robbery  committed  on  the  property  of  Oarret  Yansant,  of  Middle- 
town  township,  m  the  Ooonty  of  Bucks,  in  this  state,  by  persons 
belonging  to  the  state  of  New  Jersey ;  and  a  great  abuse  upon  the 
person  of  Oarret  Yansant,  junior,  and  plundering  of  effects  in  his 
possession  by  persons  probably  connected  with  the  party  who  com- 
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mitted  the  robbery.  It  is  said  that  theoe  are  not  among  thefirit 
attempts  of  this  kiod.  Henry  Wynkoop,  Esq',  will  forvud  to  yon 
the  depositions*  taken  before  him,  and  pointing  ont  the  penoot 
concerned  in  this  robbery  and  abuse!  Your  Ezcellenoy's  knon 
Attachment  to  the  intereat  and  welfare  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America  and  regard  to  public  justice,  leave  not  the  least  room  to 
doubt  but  that  you  will  direct  effectual  measures  to  be  taken  to  seeon 
the  offenders  and  deliver  them  over  to  this  state  for  trial.  We  in 
sorry  to  find  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  your  Excel' 
lency,  at  so  critical  a  time,  with  an  application  of  this  kind ;  bat  the 
duty  which  we  owe  to  the  good  people  of  this  state  will  not  pemiit 
ns  to  pass  by  or  delay  it. 

Directed, 
To  His  Excellency,  Governor  Livingston;  West  New  Jersey. 


Council  to  Hbnry  Wynkoop,  1778. 

Lancaster;  15^  June;  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  13*^  Ins^  has  been  considered  in  Council.  T^J 
concur  with  you  in  the  necessitv  of  demanding  of  Governor  Liv- 
ingston the  persons  accused  of  robbing  M'  Yansant  the  elder,  &tl!0 
those  who  plundered  &  abused  Ensisn  Yansant.  Such  praetiees 
ought  not  to  be  winked  at ;  their  tendency  is  confusion  &  anucbj 
I  inclose  you  herewith  a  Letter  to  his  Bzcellency  for  that  porpoit 
For  want  of  full  information  to  support  a  proper  charge  against  tke 
offenders,  it  was  necessary  to  refer  to  you.  Young  V  anaant  does 
not  bring  home  the  accusation  to  WeUted,  as  he  did  not  know  bis- 
The  affidavits  of  those  who  told  the  Lad  should  be  taken,  and  akotlie 
oaths  of  the  persons  who  gave  in  the  names  of  the  men  who  Essigii 
Yansant  overtook  at  the  River.  These,  with  every  other  that  to 
the  charge  should  be  added,  &  transmitted  to  the  authority  of  N^ 
Jersey.  M'  Serjeant,  our  Attorney  General,  will,  I  believe,  rctnn 
from  Easton  towards  friday  or  Saturday.  He  will  assist  &  direct  job- 
M'  Hart,  who  left  us  yesterday,  will  exert  himself  on  this  oocuioo- 
Nothing  should  be  left  undone  to  drag  to  punishment  such  miacreaDts; 
a  glorious  cause  is  wounded  by  their  enormities,  &  the  Coantrji 
distracted  by  the  villainy  of  our  pretended  friends,  cannot  othenrist 
be  relieved  or  protected. 

When  these  offenders  can  be  had,  it  will  be  proper  to  send  tbcs 
for  safe  Custody  to  another  Gaol  than  that  of  New  Town.  Etftos 
is  too  near  to  New  Jersey,  perhaps.    It  will  be  best  to  transmit  theft 

*  See  dpeoutions  oo  page  59C-7— also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  512,  snd  hl^ 
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bither  vncler  a  strong  Oaard^  for  here  they  may  be  tried^  in  caee  the 
Enemy  hold  Philadelphia.  If  otherwiae,  they  may  in  due  time  be 
sent  baok. 

Directed, 
To  Henry  Wynkoop,  Esq' 


Gbn.  Hand's  Cohpbbbnck  with  Indians,  1778. 

Fort  Pitt,  17*  June,  1778. 

Brothers,  Gapt.  White  Eyes,.  Capt.  John  EiUbnck'^  &  the  wise  Dek-  < 
wares  &  Shawanese  at  Goochookin. 

I  was  mach  rejoiced  when  I  heard  the  good  words  yob  spoke  to 
me  by  my  messeneers,  John  Jones  &  Tho's  Nichoks,  and  very  gkd 
to  see  two  of  my  Siawanese  Friends  accompany  them  to  this  Pkce. 

Brothers, 

As  yon  see  that  what  I  told  you  when  we  first  spoke  to  you,  oomes 
to  pass;  and  as  you  are  wise  Men  &  can  perceive  that  the  lies  told 
you  by  the  Gov'  of  Detroit,  are  likely  to  fall  heavy  on  his  own  Head. 

Brothers, 

You  tell  me,  that  you  imagine  that  if  I  spoke  in  a  friendly  Man- 
ner to  the  Wiandots,  they  would  now  listen  to  me. 
Brothers, 

Tho'  they  have  been  long  astray,  and  listened  only  to  the  evil 
Spirit,  the  United  States  are  more  willing  to  forgive  an  Injuiy,  than 
to  avenge  it ;  therefore  if  the  Wiandots  will  immediately  call  in  their 
foolish  young  Men.  and  send  some  of  their  Gbiefs  with  you  to  the 
Treaty  to  be  held  nere  next  Month,  we  will  be  ready  to  take  them 
by  the  Hand  &  enter  into  friendship  with  them. 

Brothers, 

I  beg  you  will  tell  this  to  the  Wyandots  &  assure  them  that  if 
they  refuse  it  they  will  never  have  another  opportunity. 

Brothers, 

You  may  d^nd,  that  before  the  watem  are  again  froven,  there 
will  not  be  an  English  Soldier  at  Detroit  or  Niagara,  unless  they 
are  Prisoners. 

Brothers, 

I  have  not  had  any  news  from  out  Orand  anny  that  I  can  depend 
on,  since  I  wrote  to  you  last,  except  the  arrival  of  a  Number  of 
French  Vessels  with  Ooods,  k  that  many  more  are  near  at  Hand. 

*  See  page  587. 
Vol.  VI.— 26 
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Eyery  person  wbo  eoves  up  nyt ,  that  the  Bflglish  axe  ntkisg 
ready  to  go  on  board  their  Yesaels  at  Philad'a ;  and  that  the  l^nuk 
have  taken  two  of  the  West  India  Islands  from  them^  but  I  an't 
tell  you  this  as  trae. 

Brothers, 

I  desire  that  yon  may  watch  the  Motions  of  M'  Lemoi  k  tlie 
Canadians  nnder  his  Command,  &  give  me  timely  notice  of  his  Mot«- 
ments,  the  Number  he  has  with  him,  &  where  he  intends  to  Strike; 
if  you  will  appoint  ten  or  twelve  of  your  aodve  young  men  todo^ 
Business,  they  shall  have  two  Dollars  ^  Day  each,  for  the  time  joi 
employ  themj  pravided  they  give  me  good  &  timely  InteUigenoe. 

Brothers, 

I  ask  this  of  you  as  a  Mark  of  your  Friendship.  AreveU,  vi 
be  assured  of  the  good  intention  of  the  United  BtalM  towaids  701& 
all  friendly  Nations. 

Signed^ 

EDW.  HAW). 


RasoXiUTioH  OB  OoNaBESS,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Juno  17, 1778. 

Whereas  many  Utors  addraned  to  individiiala  of  tfaeae  Usite^ 
States,  have  been  lately  received  from  England,  through  the  eoo- 
veyanoe  of  the  Enemy,  and  some  of  tbam.  which  have  beei  vak 
the  inspection  of  members  of  Congress,  are  found  to  Contain  idea 
injudiciously  calculated  ta  divide  and  delude  the  good  people  of  t^ 
Statea 

Besolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  reoommen^^ 
the  Legislative  and  Executive  authorities  of  the  several  States,  toes- 
ercise  the  utmost  care  and  vigilance,  and  take  the  most  effectou 
measures  to  put  a  stop  to  so  dangerous  and  criminal  correspondenee. 

Resohed,  That  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  the  Commander ia 
each  and  every  military  department  be,  and  he  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  carry  the  measure  recommended  in  the  above  rasols^ 
into  tl^e  flMSi  e^EMlual  esaoalien. 

Bitmct  from  the  mintttes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 

It  is  is  recommended  to  the  several  printers  in  the  United  S^^ 
to  zepublieh  the  foregoing  nseluttons. 

C.  T. 
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Col.  J.  PoTTBR  TO  Mr.  Stewart,  1778. 

Eishoockqtdljsh,  Jane  17, 1778. 
Sir, 

This  Day  ReceviDg  an  Express  from  General  Potan  with  the  folo- 
ing  inteliganoe. 

A  oopj  of  a  Leter  tmd  Col.  Long  to  Gkneial  Ft.,  which  is  as 
folawe8.---^ir;  14  of  this  instant  alarming  aconnt  from  Licomani 
Conoerning  a  few  inhabitanee  who  taking  their  Station  at  Coving- 
havioga  &  ware  Retamtog  Uy  Liooman  with  an  aaeort  of  Mititia^ 
nnifer  the  Command  of  C<m.  Hoskman,  who  ware  atackted  Bj  iwelvo 
iadianti  mx  of  oiur  Peopel  were  kiled  k  two  Miaiag ;  there  ware  also 
the  seam  Day,  at  Layal  Sook^  three  Men  kHed  tluut  weare  hunting 
Oat(d;  we  had  aoma  tine  ago  aa  Indian  prisenav  who  had  Come  Bowni 
Seninghoning,  who  informs  of  thoes  twelve  Indians  who  did  the 
Harder,  he  also  informed  me  of  Nambar  who  are  Detarmened  to 
com  Down  &  Harder  all  that  is  on  the  East  &  west  Branches  of 
Sescqaanaha ;  I  intended  to  heave  sent  him  Down  to  Col.  Hunter,  in 
order  to  satisfy  him,  bat  an  Eavel  Disposed  person  Belong  to  a  lower 
Gorason  shot  him  as  he  ware  Sleapine  in  the  gard  Houoe ;  we  are 
also  in  Formed  of  twenty  Parsones  kiled  on  t^  North  Brenteh  of 
the  River,  together  with  a  prisinor  that  Mead  his  Easoeape  who  gave 
information  that  the  Nordring  indians  Are  Detarmined  to  Distroy 
Both  Brenches  in  this  Hon.    I  Remean  yonr  hnmble  sa.,  A:k: 

There  weare  a  party  of  Capt.  Pealear^s  Men  In  the  Nitany  Valy 
this  Day  &  Brings  in  an  aooont  that  the  Discovered  a  Nambar  of 
tracks  Leading  Down  Logan's  gap,  the  tracks  weare  qnight  fresh  & 
to  Apearanoe  to  be  npwarids  of  thirty  in  Nambar. 
From  yours  to  sarve. 
Copy. 

JAS.  POTTER,  B.  G. 

I>  M'  Steward,  yesterday  Receving  theas  Acounts  from  our  frun- 
tears,  besides  Divers  Repourtes  from  Standing  Stone,  our  In- 
habio^iioe  ia  in  greato  DiaCiress  as  there  armes  and  Amunition  is 
Detean^  By  thoes  men  that  the  Armes  weare  sent  by.  I  Ezpedc 
that  Murder  will  be  Don  every  Day  in  cure  inhabitanoe.  I  Coulde 
wish  that  in  your  wisdomes  Nigh  Dosomethin  in  this  Hator,  fixoaso 
beast  all  from  yonr  frend. 

ARTHUR  BUCHANAN. 

June  17, 1778. 

Dir&Ued, 
To  George  Btaard,  Esqr.,8.  L.  C.  0.,  In  Heast* 
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General  Washington  to  Vice  President  Bryan,  1778. 

Head  q-,  }  after  11  A.  M.,  Jane  18<«,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  yoa  that  I  was  this  mioata  adrised 
by  M'  Roberts  that  the  Enem j  evaonated  the  Gitj  early  this  nioa- 
ing.  He  was  down  at  the  Middle  ferry  on  this  aide,  whero  he 
reoeived  the  intelligenoe  from  a  number  of  Gitisens,  who  wen  oa 
the  opposite  shore.  The  destmotion  of  the  Bridge  piwTe&ted  hia 
passing.  I  have  not  yet  had  any  Offioial  aoooonta  on  the  anbjeeli 
out  there  are  many  in  oorroboration  of  M'  Roberta's.  I  oongratalsls 
von  very  heartily  on  this  interesting  efent^  and  have  the  Honor  to 
be,  in  haste, 

Sir, 

y  most  Obed.  Serv*, 

G*  WAJBHINGTON. 

P.  S.  A  letter  from  Cap*  ftPClean,  dated  in  Philadel^bia,  lUs 
minute  oame  to  hand,  oonfirmiog  the  evaouation. 

Directed^ 
Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esq**. 


Governor  Livingston  to  Vice  President  Bryan,  1778 

Princeton,  19«*  June,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  was  just  now  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  15^  iBstaa^ 
aooompanied  with  several  Affidavits  of  a  rob]i>err/s  being  oommittBd 
on  the  Pro^rty  of  Gecmt  Vansant,  of  your  State,  by  a  number  </ 
men  belonging  to  this. '  You  may  depend.  Sir,  upon  this  GovefB- 
ment's  using  every  neoessary  measure  for  securiug  the  Ofienders  k 
delivering  them  over  to  your  State  for  trial,  agreeable  to  yonr  ie> 
quest.  But  being  all  engag^  in  preparing  m  the  reoeption  of 
our  british  Visitants,  who  began  their  march  last  night  thro'  this 
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State,  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  attend  to  the  Subject  matter  of 
your  Letter.    I  haye  the  honour  to  be 

With  great  Eespect 

your  most  Obed*  Serv*, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON  * 

To  The  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esq',  Vice  President  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Board  of  Wae  to  Vice  Pebsidknt  Bryan,  1778. 

War  Office,  June  19, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  beaier,  John  M*Conne]l,  applies  to  this  board  for  arms  and 
ammunition  for  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cumberland  county. 
But  not  knowing  the  facts  necessary  to  lead  to  a  proper  determina- 
tion on  thifl  &  such  like  applications,  we  do  not  diuse  to  issue  any 
orders  thereupon.  The  supreme  ezecutiTO  oonnoil  are  the  best 
judges  how  far  and  in  what  cases  it  would  be  proper  to  issue  arms  k 
ammunition  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  State.  The  lieutenants  of  the 
counties  seem  to  be  the  most  suitable  persons  to  make  the  distribu- 
tions, and  to  keep  a  regular  account  of  the  same.  All  requests  from 
the  ezeoutive  council  for  military  stores  will  be  duly  attended  to  by 
this  board,  &  such  issues  made  to  their  order  as  the  public  stock  wiU 
admit. 

I  am,  Sir,  ?ery  respectfully, 

your  obed*  Servant, 

TIM.  PICKERING,  jun. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 


Directed, 

(On  public  Service.) 

To  the  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esq',  Vice  President,  &c.,  Lan- 
caster. '• 

War  Office. 

*  See  pages  596,  7,  d. 
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PaocLAMATiON  OF  Gknkeal  Abnold,  1778. 

Bj  the  Hon.  Major  General  Arnold^  Commander  in  Chief  of  tk 
United  States  of  America,  in  the  city  of  Philadelplda,  &c. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

In  order  to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhahilttiii  of 
this  eity  from  insult  and  iojary,  to  seoore  die  paUio  and  prirate 
stores,  which  the  enemy  may  hare  kft  in  the  city,  wad  to  prercnl 
the  disorder  and  confusion  naturally  arising  from  want  of  goren- 
ment,  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  in  compliance  with  the 
foUowinjg  resolation  of  Congreo,  haa  thought  proper  to  estaUisli 
military  law  in  this  city  and  suburbs,  until  the  oIyiI  anthoiity  of 
the  state  can  resume  the  govcmment  thereof. 

In  Congress,  June  4, 1778. 

Resolved,  That  should  the  city  of  Philadelphia  be  evacuated  by 
the  enemy,  it  will  be  expedient  and  proper  for  the  Commander  ia 
Chief  to  take  effectual  care  that  no  insult,  plunder,  or  injury  of  ifij 
kind,  may  be  offimd  to  the  inhaUtonts  of  the  said  oity :  That,  j^ 
order  to  prevent  pnblio  or  private  injury  from  the  operatieDS  of  ill 
disposed  penons,  the  General  be  directed  to  take  early  and  proper 
care  to  prevent  the  removal,  transfer,  or  sale  of  any  goods^  waree,  or 
merchandise,  in  possession  of  the  tahaiiitents  of  the  eald  dtj,  vd 
the  property  of  the  same  shall  he  ascertained  by  a  Joint  Oommittety 
consisting  of  persons  appointed  by  Congress,  and  of  persoea  ^ 
pointed  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Oooneil  of  the  State  of  Psoaiji- 
vania,  to  wit,  so  far  as  to  determine  whether  any  er  what  Ptft 
thereof  may  belong  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  any  ef  hi 
subjects. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Sec 

Copy  by  command  of  his  Excellency. 

ROBERT  HARRISON,  See. 

In  order  the  more  effectually  to  carry  into  execution  the  abort 
resolve,  all  persons  having  European,  East  or  West  India  goods, 
iron,  leather,  shoes,  wines,  and  provisions  of  every  kind,  beyond  the 
necessary  use  of  a  private  family,  are  ordered  to  make  return  of  tbe 
same  to  the  Town  Major  (at  his  quarters  in  Front-street,  the  foortb 
door  from  the  Coffee-house,)  by  twelve  o'clock  tomorrow,  speclfjing 
the  quantity,  and,  as  nearly  as  they  can  judge,  the  amount  of  the 
same,  in  order  that  the  Quarter-Master,  Commissary  and  Clothier 
Generals  may  contract  for  such  goods  as  are  wanted  for  the  use  of 
the  army ;  and  until  permission  is  given  by  the  General,  there  he 
no  removal,  transfer,  or  sale  of  any  goods,  as  it  will  be  deemed  & 
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breach  of  the  above  resolution  of  Congress^  and  encb  goods^  will  be 
seised  and  confiscated  for  the  public  use. 

All  persons  having  in  their  hands  publio  stores  or  effects,  the 
property  of  the  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  their 
adherents,  who  have  departed  with  them,  are  to  make  a  like  report 
by  Monday  noon  next,  under  penalty  of  the  confiscation  of  tnefr 
own  effects ;  and  any  persons  discovering  any  such  Ooncealed  stores 
or  effects  will  be  suitably  rewarded. 

Any  persons  harbouring  or  conoealine  any  officer,  soldier,  or  other 
persoh  belonging  to  the  enemy,  or  any  deserter  from  the  continental 
army,  will  be  severely  punished,  unfess  they  make  immediate  dis- 
covery to  some  officer  of  the  said  army. 
Given  at  head  quarters,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  Jane  19, 1778. 

B.  ARNOLD,  Major  Qeli  * 
By  his  Honor's  command, 

DAVID  8.  FRANKS,  Sec. 

Proclamation  of  19th  June,  1778,  by  Major  Oen^  Arnold;  d'  by 
the  General  to  Major  Smith  k  the  Secretary  on  lhe.27  June,  1778. 

T.  M.,  Seo^. 


Pbesidbnt  of  Conqrbss  to  Vicb  Prbsid't  Bryan,  1778. 

t  York  Town,  20  June,  1778. 

(         Honorable  Sir, 

^  I  bad  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  the  9^  k  10*^  Insl. 

t  Inclosed  Will  be  fonnd  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  17^,  for  pire- 

venting  all  oorrsBpondence  between  the  £nemy  k  private  Gitieena 
ef  these  United  States. 

And  I  take  the  liberty  of  adding  four  Oopies  of  this  days  GasettC) 
which  contains  much  Intelligence,  publio  k  Intereeting. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 
With  great  Regard, 
Honble.  Sir, 

Tour  moaiobed* 

&  most  humble  Servt., 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 
Directed, 

To  The   Honorable   George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President 
Pennsylvania. 

*  From  printed  handbill. 
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Bbnj.  Stoddart  to  V.  P.  Beyan,  1778. 

Sir, 

A  Detachment  pf  80  men  of  CoU  Hartley's  Beg.,  under  mj  Com- 
mand, arrived  in  Town  two  days  ago,  &  has  been  detained  ever  niiee 
for  the  want  of  a  wagon. 

I  hare  applied,  repeatedly,  to  the  Q'  Master,  who  tells  me  it  ii 
not  in  his  power  to  famish  one.  The  waggons  belonging  to  this 
Distriot  being  all  upon  Saty,  &  he  not  allowed  to  press.  I  think  U 
my  Duty  to  make  this,  my  sitaation,  known  to  the  Hble  CoosdL 
Oen*  Washington  wrote  a  pressing  Letter  to  Col*  Hartley  to  said 
his  Reg^  with  all  possible  expedition  to  camp.  It  will  not  be  mj 
Fault  if  this  order  is  not  stnctly  Complied  with  by  the  Detaduoest 
under  my  Command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

y  ma  obed.  serr. 

BENJ.  8T0DDART. 

Dtrectedf 

'    The  Honorable  Geo.  Bryan,  Esq. 


Council  to  Board  op  War,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  June  20, 1778. 
Sir, 

Your  fayour  of  the  19th  instant,'*'  has  been  read  in  Council,  isd 
we  thank  the  board  of  war  for  their  assuranee  which  they  give  d 
affording  the  necessary  supplies.  We  are  very  sensible  that  the 
quantity  of  ammunition  already  issued,  is  much  too  saaall  a  sapfij 
for  our  frontier  counties,  and  we  judge  that,  at  least,  Aye  handled 
weight  of  powder  and  twelve  handred  weight  of  lead  would  be 
properly  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Col.  John  Carothers,  Lieu*  of  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  to  be  by  him  distributed  as  occasion  ouj 
require. 

In  this  distressing  time  it  is  very  probable  that  applications  wiB 
be  made  to  you  by  the  Lieutenants  of  the  counties  for  supplieSi  and 
as  the  Council  are  now  about  to  remove  to  the  city  of  Philadelpbii, 
we  hope  the  Board  of  war,  will  supply  such  demands  as  appear  to 
them  to  be  reasonable,  without  a  formal  order  from  this  board,  as  the 
delay  necessarily  occasioned  in  obtaining  such  an  order,  may,  in 
many  cases,  be  attended  with  fatal  consequences  to  the  people  on 
the  Frontiers.  The  want  of  arms  saitable  for  a  defence  on  the  fron- 
tiers is  great,  and  is  not  in  our  power  to  supply,  and  we  must,  there- 

•  See  page  606. 
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fore,  request  thftt  jdn  will  please  fo  order  to  be  delivered  ie  Ool. 
Carothers  about  one  kandred  good  rifles,  to  be  distributed  by  him. 

■  I 

To  the  honble  Board  of  War,  at  York  town. 


V.  P.  Bryan  to  Jno.  Carothbrs,  1T78. 

Lancaster,  20*  June,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  bearer  hereof,  John  MOonnell,  of  Tosoarora  Valley,  in  your 
Gonnty,  has  been  sent  by  his  neighbours  to  the  board  of  war  to 
solicit  arms  &  ammunition.  Coming  in  this  loose  way,  he  obtained 
nothing  but  an  offer  of  the  board  to  us  to  supply  more  lead  & 
powder,  if  necessaiy.  Bat  w«  can  not  think  it  safe  or  proper  to 
to  have  stores  issued  as  he  desired.  Since  the  first  grant,  of  which 
you  had  one  fourth  part  assigned  yon,  I  understand  you  have  re* 
oeived  a  second  order  from  the  board,  &  perhaps  may  be  able  to  send 
to  TuBoarora  Valley  what  supplies  may  be  proper,  yet  as  this  is  un- 
certain,  the  bearer  hands  a  Letter  to  Yorktown,  desiring  500'^  of 
Ounpowdcr  &  1200^*  of  lead  may  be  ordered  to  your  hands.  To 
this  request,  a  further  for  rifles  is  added,  which  it  is  hoped  may  be 
issued.  It  is,  however,  advisable  to  be  very  careful  of  these  goodtf, 
&  not  to  let  them  ruii  out  too  fast  into  the  hands  of  the  privates. 
Besides;  Northumberland  Go.  may  call  on  you  for  a  part 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  ScrvS 

Q.  B.,  Vice  pres*. 

Jndortedf 

To  John  Oarothers  Esq.,  Lieut,  of  Gumb'  Go. 

/ 


Council  to  Gbnsbal  Robbrdsau,  1778* 

Lancaster,  21*«  June,  1778« 
Sir, 

Goonoil,  jnst  at  the  moment  of  departare  for  Phil*,  have  Anther 
t  Tery  distressing  acoounta  from  Northumberland.  The  Company 
of  100  men  allowed  by  the  Board  of  war,  for  the  defence  of  that 
frontier,  is  very  insufficient,  &  the  levy,  being  reatrained  to  the 
County,  this  aid  adds  little  to  their  deftnoe*  Fearing  the  whole 
settlement  will  give  way,  orders  are  jest  issued  for  aaoiher  sueh 

26* 
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CorpB  €S»oilj,  to  be  fused  in  Lancaster  Co.,  nnder  6  noiflniBfii- 
menty  for  whidi  it  will  be  well  that  joa  proem  sppiobilion,  &  the 
Issae  of  Rations.  William  M^Callongh,  of  HanoTer  Towuhif  ii 
thought  of  for  Captain.  Perhi^w  it  may  be  neoeasaij  to  adTum  i 
month's  pay  in  oider  to  proenre  them  at  once.  The  oidinir j  miEta 
wonld  be  of  little  nse  to  oppose  Indians,  or  Council  would  bdoi 
this  time  haye  endeaToored  to  embody  some  for  this  service,  Bcado, 
Congress  haye,  as  yet,  made  no  [Hroraion  for  th^  yictnaliDg. 

Inclosed  yon  have  Copy  of  a  Letter  Irom  Qea^  Potter,  i  ^ 
tleman  whose  intelligence  b  respected. 

Col.  Joshua  Elder,  of  Pextang,  sublieutenant  of  thb  Coontj,  tS 
have  the  charge  of  forming  the  Company,  w*^  Capt.  MKJoUosgk  it 
to  command,  k  Col.  Hunter,  of  Augusta,  Lieu*  of  Northnnberiis^ 
k  to  direct  as  to  their  operations.  M**  Elder  enjoined  to  gife  yt» 
int^igenoe  how  he  snooeeds. 

To  Oeneial  Boberdeau,  mt  Yoik  town. 


James  Duhlap  to  Johathah  Hogk,  1778. 

HopeweU,22dJua^l77S. 

^  Sir, 
Before  this  reach  you  you  wiUperhapshear  of  4'pCT8onsbeiDgVBei 

one  wounded,  &  8  Captivated  between  the  Standing  Stone  asd  Oi 
Ch^ages.  Though  tlus,  which  came  by  express,  was  found  nottsK 
true,  yet  the  people,  even  in  the  path  Yellay,  who  was  Ctdeeted  fl 
bodays,  is  so  panick  struck  that  they  return  tremblin  to  their  bcn*^ 
Their  fears  are  greatly  increast  (k  well  they  may)  by  tbe  want  of  u*^ 
there  not  being  more  than  eyery  Tenth  man  arm'd,  and  the  p^ 
part  of  those  such  as  Wou'd  Turn  their  arms  Msinsi  iu^  shoo'^  ^ 
Enemy  be  permited  to  advance,  ibid  these  Emissaries  ^^P^ 
inoooragement  from  our  defenceless  situation.  And  nnmbcis  fl| 
them  having  left  their  habitations  were  sopos'd  to  be  j^^^'^^j 
SsTSM,  Cuinot  fiul  to  increaa  the  aprehention  of  the  well  *^^ 
You  doubtless  Can  remember,  Sir,  that  this  County,  and  in  ptf»t 
lar,  the  path  Yellay,  which  is  a  part  of  my  Battalion,  k  indeed  » 
whole  mttalion,  was  as  well  arm'd  as  any  part  of  the  Contiiieiiti  "^ 
Cheifuly  gave  diem  up  when  the  publKk  stood  in  need  of  ^ 
Tina  will  suely  have  great  Weight  with  the  OouneiL  ItiieieSi^ 
beseech  you,  Sir,  to  nse  your  ntmost  inflnence  with  your  Bietlirtf)^ 
fnmish  us  with  such  means  as  may  in  a  Common  eonius  of  ^^ 


dance  prtttent  those  evils  that  must  unavoidably  follow  the  depopf 
lalion  of  so  large  a  tiaet  of  Counttey.    I  am  of  opinion  that  tbtff^ 


great  ^uantatya  of  riile  gune  in  seme  of  the  CotttineBtal  fitfl>^ 


U 
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u  not  nor  Will  not  be  made  nse  of  in  the  Continental  Anoy^  and 
perhaps  might  be  had  if  applied  for. 

Colonel  Calbertson,  who  Carrajs  this,  is  going  to  Camp  and  won'd 
Take  that  butdnesa  upon  himself,  if  CoanciT  see  fit  to  appoint  him. 

The  Yerray  Idea  of  a  Savage  enemy  Comein  upon  defenseless 
fitmaleys  Will  be  suffioient  to  arouse  the  Couuoil  in  their  dofenoe. 
Therefore,  shall  say  no  moce^  but  that  I  am^  with  all  Cinoerety,  your 
tail  friend  t  Hum*  Servant 

JAS.  DUNLOP. 


Samubl  Bba  to  Sbcrbtaet  Mailack,  1778. 

Mount  bethel,  Northampton  County,  June  the  22d,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  Noticed  a  ^eat  Mistake  in  a  Proclamation  Issued  out  by 
the  Supream  Executive  Council  of  This  State,  on  the  15th  Instant, 
in  Calling  on  the  Traitors  of  the  Township  of  Mount  bethel,  In  Cal- 
lin  on  John  Staokhouse,  his  Name  is  Joseph  Stackhouse,  Junior, 
husbandman ;  and  2dly,  In  calling  on  the  others  as  husbandmen. 
They  are  all  single  men,  and  not  supposed  to  be  in  Philadelphia, 
but  with  the  Greens  on  Staten  Island,  and  also  they  have  left  out 
Aaron  Wood^  whom  I  thought  was  Return'd,  and  ought  to  have 
been  CalFd  upon,  as  a  single  man,  of  the  Township  of  Mount  bethel| 
and  supposed  also  to  be  with  the  Greens. 
Sir,  I  am, 

With  Bespeet^ 

Tour  Most  humble  Servant,        * 

SAML.  REA. 

'    N.  B.    I  have  Receiv^  No  Instruotions  Concerning  the  Ceiling 

and  Disposing  of  these  Traitors. 

Directed^ 

On  publick  Service. 

Timothy  Matlaok,  Secretary,  in  Phikdelphia. 
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General  Armstronq  f  o  V.  P.  Bryait,  1778, 

Carlisle^  23d  June,  1778. 
Sir, 

From  the  apparent  inroads  of  Uie  IndiaiM  on  tbe  Weateni  fnaAm 
of  this  State  &  that  of  YirgiDia,  Instigated,  as  they  have  been,  fiv 
the  peeuUar  parpose  of  subjugating  the  United  States,  I  had  expee- 
tations,  &  still  hare  that  Congress  won'd  take  np  this  matter  is  i 
general  or  Oontinental  point  of  view,  from  which  apprehension  A  tbe 
allarming  nature  of  the  thing,  I  took  the  liberty,  some  three  or  four 
Weeks  ago,  to  throw  out  a  few  promiscuous  thoughts  to  the  Jkk- 
gates  of  this  State,  in  Congress,  submitting  to  their  prudence  wbt 
farther  use  shou'd  be  made  of  them,  (a  Copy  of  which  I  intend  j» 
with  this)  but  have  not  kara'd  whether  those  hints  eame  to  theii 
bands. 

That  the  Indian  d^edations  are  still  inoreasiag  ia  beyond  a  donbt, 
&  the  devastation  of  Country  now  much  greater  than  when  I  wrote 
the  delegates,  altho'  of  the  particular  murders  I  have  not  heard,  im 
those  related  in  General  Potter's  letter,  sent  yon  by  Major  Hjio, 
only  that  a  woman  &  two  children  were  missing,  &  one  man  wonnded 
at  the  head  of  Kishacoquillis  Valley.  I  cannot  yet  learn,  with  cer- 
tainty, whether  there  is  any  Indian  Town  in  reasonable  reach,  on 
either  Branch  of  the  Snsquehanah,  but  think  it  probable  there  most, 
if  so,  such  Town  or  Towns  might  be  readily  destroyed,  without  mncli 
previous  preparation ;  and  one  or  at  mott  Two  hundred  Men  sufficient 
for  any  of  these.  Shingaolamoose  (if  now  inhabited)  is  but  a  few 
days  march  above  the  great  Island.  However  expedient  a  vigorous 
attack  on  their  Towns  may  be,  so  near  is  the  Harvest,  and  of  so  maefa 
importance  to  the  future  support  of  the  people  and  army  that  I'n 
inclined  to  think  we  must  for  the  present  be  centent  to  act  on  tb 
defensive,  for  the  xoaping  &  gathering  in  of  the  Harvest;  yet  so  ex- 
tensive is  the  Frontier,  even  on  this  side  the  Alleghany  MoantaiS) 
and  so  inadequate  the  measure  that  ifs  distressing,  even  in  idei} 
altho'  the  beet  that  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  The  Inhaln* 
tants  must  agree  to  reap,  &c.,  in  such  associated  bodies  as  maj  ki 

Eraoticable,  with  guards  appointed  to  cover  them,  whilst  othera,  if  ^ 
e  spared,  will  Patrole  behind  them,  or  from  one  settlemeafc  to 
another.  I  conceive  that  all  the  Militia  you  can  at  this  season  of  tke 
year  well  draw  from  Lancaster  &  Yoric  Countys,  with  a  snaU  ptf^ 
of  Cumberland,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  cherish  &  support  the  1^^ 
parts  of  Cumberland,  Northumberland  &  Bedford  Conntys ;  so  ^ 
there  may  be  a  necessity  of  drawing  some  from  Chester  ft  Berb 
also.  Yesterday  Lieut  Sharp,  of  Shareman's  Yalley,  told  me  be 
thought  that  in  the  space  of  one  month  Carlisle  must  be  the  firont^ 
of  this  part  of  the  Country,  and  that  many  Familys  are  actaalijil^ 
in;  I  know  to  be  fact     Yet  it  is  equally  true  that  various  fi^'^ 
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ports  ure  propagated,  &  tbat  man  j  have  fled  too  hastily  ft  without  just 
oocasion.  So  that  on  the  whole  a  notioe  to  suoh  Militia  as  the 
Oounoil  may  think  proper,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  on  a 
sadden  Gall,  may  for  the  present  be  sofficieot 

There  is  still  another  method  to  be  taken  that  might  eontribnte 
mnoh  to  stimulate  the  frontier  Inhdt^itants  to  their  own  defenee  ft  the 
proteetion  of  their  prqwrty.  That  is  a  farther  distribution  of  Arms 
and  amtmunition  among  them,  in  the  back  Battalions  of  the  three 
Counties  mentioned  above ;  whether  this  is  in  your  power  is  matter 
of  doubt,  perhaps  the  Board  of  War  cou'd  assist  you. 

I  shou'd  be  &nlty  in  not  informing  you  that  a  report  prevails 
here  that  our  people  are  in  qoietness  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  some  Indians 
coming  into  that  pbce  to  a  Treaty.  The  authority  I  oannos  well 
give. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  sinoere  regard, 

Your  most  obed^  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTBONG. 
Directed^ 

On  the  Publio  Service. 

To  The  Honourable  Oeorge  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of 
the  State  of  Pennsyl«,  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by  Mr.  Wm.  Henry. 


GbN.  ARMSTRONa  TO  CONaRKSS,  1778. 

Gentlemen, 

Prom  a  consideration  of  the  Indian  inoursions  on  the  Western 
flrontiers  of  Virginia  ft  Pennsylvania,  the  consequences  whereof  must 
readily  attract  the  common  attention,  I  had  designed  to  have  ad- 
dressed a  few  lines  to  Congress  on  Ihat  interesting  subject,  but  the 
anspence  arising  from  our  ezpeetatiens  of  the  departure  of  the  British 
Bnemv  on  the  one  hand  (in  which  case  part  of  the  continental  army 
•Ottld  be  spared  to  operate  to  the  West)  and  on  the  ether,  the  diffi.- 
cnlty  of  Baising  new  troops  adequate  to  the  purpose,  has  obliged  me 
to  postpone  that  letter,  and  adopt  the  present  method  of  laying  before 
you  such  thoughts  as  have  occurred  to  me  on  that  ocoasicii  e&ther  to 
be  svpplessed  or  farther  improved  as  your  prudence  will  direct. 

The  number  of  people  Eali'd  on  both  sides  the  Alleghany  I  have 
not  learned,  on  this  side  and  near  the  Centre  of  this  State  they  are 
said  to  be  near  forty  persons — ^Under  the  present  depredations^.many 
families  with  snsk  of  their  eflbots  as  tiiey  can  carry  off  ase  already 
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noTed  from  their  habitations,  and  the  farther  derastatioa  of  Cemti; 
truly  alarming,  as  beside  the  great  diatreas  of  these  sofferera  if  geae- 
rally  drove  in  with  their  stoek  from  beyond  the  Kittany  moa&tiii, 
as  was  the  case  last  war,  their  weight  will  prove  an  over  burthen  to 
the  interior  parts,  even  at  this  clement  season  of  the  year. 

From  the  great  extent  of  our  frontier,  and  the  Indian  mode  of  is 
nothing  truly  salutary  nor  permanent  can  be  expected  from  oar  acting 
on  the  defensive.  Experience  and  the  nature  of  things  pnls  tbb 
proposition  beyond  a  doubt,  a  chain  of  patrole  will  yield  some  degne 
of  support  to  the  interior  inhabitants  and  a  few  incidental  advintigci 
have  resulted  from  that  measure,  but  in  a  mountainons  and  coreRd 
Country  of  large  extent  it  is  generally  impracticable  and  fimttlesi,  it 
remains  therefore  that  an  immediate  attack  on  their  several  towm  is 
the  only  method  under  Ood  of  bringing  to  an  early  period  this  doo* 
lating  and  barbarous  War,  and  not  less  than  three  different  bodioof 
men  should  march  at  once  or  near  the  same  time,  upon  the  ooeaaioD, 
one  from  Shamokin  or  Sunbury,  to  proceed  up  the  Sosquehanoa  to 
a  certain  small  town,  the  name  of  which  I  have  not  yet  learned,  W 
where  the  perpetrators  of  some  of  the  late  murders  are  said  to  reside. 
Two  from  Fort  Pitt  of  greater  force  each  than  the  former,  to  proeeed 
against  such  of  the  Towns  beyond  the  Allegany  river  as  may  be 
thought  most  proper;  these  last  by  taking  different  routes  or  at  leut 
appearing  to  do  so,  will  divert  the  Savages  and  thereby  prevent  their 
general  junction,  yet  always  to  be  within  supporting  distanos  of  each 
other,  and  may  act  separately  or  in  conjunction  as  prudenee  &  latoli- 
gence  shall  direct  I  shou'd  consider  the  space  of  three  or  fourdijs 
march  not  out  of  supporting  distance,  provided  the  inteltf^nee  be 
good. 

The  Indians  may  evacuate  their  towns  &  suddenly  flee  off,  tliii 
they  have  in  their  power  as  well  as  to  fight  or  let  it  alone  at  pleasore^ 
but  their  huts  and  corn  fields  must  remain,  the  destraotion  whereof 
greatly  affects  their  old  men,  their  women,  and  their  children,  wboie 
complaints  on.these  alarming  oooasions  has  a  native  tendency  to  abite 
the  ferocity  of  the  Warriors,  and  reduce  them  to  terms  of  better  b^ 
haviour.  In  ease  our  r^gukr  Troops  cannot  seasonably  be  spand 
for  these  purposes,  instead  of  waiting  to  raise  new  Begiments  in  nj 
opinion  a  number  of  the  militia  in  the  haek  County's  oi  Yirpati 
Maiyland  &  Pennsylvania,  Ought  to  be  taken  into  service  for  the 
Oampaiffu  under  their  present  OMoers,  or  suoh  others  as  they  iMJ 
chuse,  these  in  aid  of  some  Continental  Troops,  the  wholo  under  tbt 
command  of  G^eral  M«Intosh,  whom  it's  said  is  appiointed  to  thit 
Department,  may  be  abk  to  prevent  that  series  of  Indian  Bmfi 
that  otherwise  is  too  likely  to  obtain.  In  the  appnhension  of  bob* 
people  Fort  Detroit  should  rather  be  the  objeot,  A  an  E^edittfi 
immediately  formed  against  that  Fortran,  I  am  of  n  very  difeeo^ 
Opinion  for  reasons  so  obvious  as  mt  present  prevents  my  giving  7^ 
the  trouble  of  reading  them. 

Enclosed  I  send  yon  a  list  of  ths  several  ft  most  nolsd  Isdias 
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toinia  within  tolerable  reach  of  Fort  Pitt,  their  respeotiye  diatancce 
from  that  Post,  general  situation  &  reputed  strength,  Taken  from 
good  anthority. 

And  am  Gkntlemen, 

with  great  respect 

jour  verj  humble  serv*, 

J.  A. 
A  Copy. 

P.  S.  The  paper  whereon  was  the  number  of  Indian  Towns,  their 
situation,  strength  and  distance  from  Fort  Pitt;  happens  to  be  mislaid^ 
00  that  I  cannot  send  it. 


Sam'l  Hunter  to  Joshua  Elder,  1778. 

Meetches,  25th  June,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

When  I  arrived  here  this  Evening  I  found  a  prisoner  some  of  the 
Inhabitants  had  taken  up  for  some  misconduct  of  his  in  this  Neigh- 
bourhood, which  you  will  see  by  what  Catrine  Kinter  told  Robert 
Armstrong  and  John  Meetch,  s'  Prisoner  has  a  kind  of  a  pass  but 
may  be  a  grand  Roeue  for  all,  he  told  me  that  he  was  going  to  Fort 
Pitt,  and  that  People  advised  him  this  was  the  Nighest  way  to  that 
Country,  he  had  a  Gun,  Tomahawk  &  Ammunition  at  the  time  they 
took  him  up. 

I  am  afraid  that  the  most  of  our  County  will  fly  before  we  Oet 
any  Relief,  as  I  met  between  thirty  and  fourty  persons  this  day  in  so 
fare  Rideing,  as  the  Indians  has  been  seen  on  this  side  Munoy  hill 
and  one  of  them  killed,  whioh  has  occasioned  a  number  of  (be  In- 
habitants not  fare  from  Sunbury  to  repair  there,  so  by  that  you  may 
form  an  Idea  how  we  are  sircumstanoed  in  Northumberland  County. 
I  am  D'  8% 

your  most  gbd* 

Humb*  Serr*, 

SAM'L  HUNTER. 

To  Joshua  Elder,  Esq.,  Paxton. 
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Joshua  Eldbk  to  V.  P.  Brtait,  1778. 

PaxtoD;  June  26th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Last  Wednesday  I  received  a  Letter  from  Gonncil  dated  at  Lancaft- 
ter  21st  Inst,  with  a  Resolve  of  Congress  Inolos'd  &  two  Commissions, 
one  for  Capt.  M^'CuUough  &  the  other  for  Capt.  Lient^Toang  witli 
some  other  Papers.  I  was  surpriz'd  that  Goanoil  woa'd  expects 
Company  coa'd  be  rais'd  on  the  Terms  therein  mentioned,  Fn., 
''That  the  same  pay,  Rations  &  Snbsistance  Money  be  allowed  to 
''  this  Company  as  offioers  of  the  like  Rank  &  Soldiers  in  the  Conti- 
"  nental  Army.  That  each  man  provide  himself  with  Cioatbs&witb 
''  a  Blanket,  and  |that  eight  Dollars  be  fallowed  to  each  Mao  vho 
''  shall  famish  himself  with  a  good  Rifle  &  acoontremei^ts.''  It  woo'd 
be  merely  Impossible  to  ezpeot  a  man  woa'd  find  his  deaths  &t 
Blanket  for  50«.  ^  month,  when  his  pay  woa'd  not  keep  shoes 
on  his  Feet  in  that  Service,  nor  that  he  woa'd  procnre  a  Rifle  & 
Accoatrements  for  eight  Dollars  when  eight  times  that  sum  woa'd 
'  scarcely  parchase  the  Rifle  alone,  Especially  as  he  can  faiive  two 
Dollars  ^  Day  for  Laboaring  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  State,  & 
Liberty  to  lie  down  at  Night  without  fear  or  molestation.  As  soob 
as  Capt.  M'Cullough  &  Lieat.  Young  returned  from  Lancaster,  I 
waited  on  them  with  their  Commissions  &  to  enquire  what  Edcoot- 
ageraent  they  had  to  raise  a  Companv  on  these  Terms,  they  told  oe 
it  was  eighty  Dollars  was  promised  them  by  Council  shou'd  begiTen 
each  Man,  &  returned  their  Commissions  &  said  thev  wou'd  not 
attempt  it  as  they  knew  it  wou'd  be  impossible.  The  back  InbalA- 
tants  are  in  a  distressing  Situation,  I  expect  unless  the  Enemy  an 
checked,  this  Township  will  be  the  Frontier  in  less  than  two  montlis. 
I  shall  wait  your  answer,  and  bo  assur'd  that  every  thin£  for  the 
Benefit  of  my  Country  shall  bo  done  that's  in  the  Power  o^ 
jour  most  obedient 

t  humble  Servant, 

JOSHUA  ELDER. 

P.  S.  The  Inclosed  is  a  Letter  from  Col.  Hunter  on  his  way  froA 
this  home  which  I  juat  now  rec'd« 

Directed, 

The  honble  G^eorge  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Mrs,  Elizabeth  Ferguson  to  Council,  1778. 

To  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Ezecative  Oonnoil  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsjlyania. 

Elizabeth  Ferguson,  of  GraBme  Park,  in  the  County  of  Philadel- 
phia, submits  with  all  proper  Bespect  the  following  Memorial : 

Having  had  the  unhappineas  of  seeing  my  dear  Husband,  Mr. 
Henry  Ferguson's  Name  among  the  prosoribed  in  the  Lancaster 
Paper  of  May  y*  13th,  It  appears  to  me  to  be  my  Duty,  in  Conse- 
quence of  the  said  Proscription,  to  touch  upon  a  few  Simple  Facts 
relative  to  Mr.  Ferguson's  Conduct,  and  to  present  them  to  the 
Consideration  of  your  Honors }  who,  I  humbly  hope,  will  pay  some 
Degree  of  attention  to  the  peculiarities  of  my  Situation.  This  I  am 
induced  to  believe,  as  in  all  Cases  of  Error,  both  pnblick  and  private, 
Discrimination  appears  to  be  the  Language  of  good  Policy,  good 
Sense,  and  good  Nature. 

Mr.  Ferguson  left  his  own  Home  in  September  1775,  and  sailed 
in  a  Merchant  Ship  for  Bristol }  his  Business  was  entirely  of  a  do- 
mestic nature  to  settle  some  Family  affairs  with  his  Brother,  in 
North  Britain. 

The  Commotions  of  the  Public  increased  so  rapidly  from  that 
Period  of  Time,  that  I,  tho'  warmly  attached  to  the  American  Cause 
myself,  (wrote  to  Mr.  Ferguson  from  time  to  time)  to  protract  his 
Stay  in  Britain,  hoping  some  calmer  State  would  take  place ;  But 
when  the  Petition  Mr.  Richard  Penn  carried  from  hence  to  the  Throne 
(of  our  at  that  time  Sovereign)  was  rejected  and  despised,  I  found 
nothing  but  the -Sword  would  decide  our  Grievances;  Still  as  a  Wife 
it  was  natural  for  me  to  wish  his  Absence  at  sojcritical  a  period,  and 
all  my  Letters  breathed  that  Sentiment  uniformly. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1776,'*'  Mr.  Ferguson  embarked  from 
Britain  to  Jamaica,  where  he  remained  a  month,  and  then  embarked 
from  thence  to  New  York ;  unfortunately  for  me  the  Eve  preceding 
the  Sailing  of  Lord  Howe's  Fleet.  He,  anxious  to  get  Home  to  his 
Farm,  after  so  long  an  Absence,  consulted  some  of  his  Frieuds  in 
York  which  would  be  the  most  Eligible  Way  to  effect  it,  in  Conse- 
quence of  which  they  advised  him  to  go  on  board  the  Fleet,  which  he 
did ;  and  marched  up  by  land  from  the  Head  of  Elk.  In  the  Course 
of  his  Rout  he  purposed  crossing  the  Country  to  his  own  House,  but 
on  Inquiry  found  that  was  impracticable,  being  rendered  too  equivo- 
cal in  his  Character  from  the  mode  of  his  return,  to  pass  in  that 
Way  with  Safety. 

I  never  knew  'till  the  25th  of  September,  the  Day  preceding  the 
Enemy's  entering  the  Capital,  that  he  was  in  America,  when  a  Letter 
was  bro't  me  by  an  unknown  Hand  from  him,  desiring  me  to  meet 
him  the  next  Day  in  Philadelphia;  for  the  Truth  of  this  Circum- 
Btanee  I  can  appeal  to  his  Honor  the  Vice  President,  who  happened 

*  See  the  Secretary's  addition  at  the  dose  of  the  letter. 
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to  be  at  that  Time  on  a  transient  Viait  to  some  of  his  Friends  at  mj 
House ;  and  to  whom  I  shew'd  Mr.  Ferguson's  Letter. 

The  Day  following  I  met  Mr.  Ferguson  at  GerBiantowa,as  leoald 
not  bear  to  see  the  British  Troops  in  possession  of  the  Capital ;  aad 
all  the  Joy  of  seeing  my  Husband,  tho'  a  thing  I  had  long  ardeatlj 
wished,  was  obscur^  and  blasted  by  the  mode  of  his  Retom ;  but 
these  are  little  Ciroumslances  that  I  beg  Pardon  for  troabling  i 
OolleetiTe  Body  with,  yet  as  my  Heart  is  interested  in  them,  t£ej 
naturally  drop  from  my  Pen. 

Mr.  Ferguson,  within  a  few  Days  after  his  aitiral,  asked  Captna  M* 
Kenaie,  l^oretary  to  Oaneral  Howe,  to  solicit  the  Permission  of  the 
Oommander  in  Chief  to  go  out  of  the  Lines  to  his  own  House;  the 
answer  was,  '^  Mr.  Fbrguson,  I  am  mneh  surpmed  at  your  nakini 
'<  such  a  request,  and  would  by  no  means  haye  you  ask  it,  as  it  will 
«  not  be  granted." 

In  the  month  of  NoTsmber,  when  from  a  Combination  of  Causes 
Our  Prisoners  sustained  most  severe  hardships,  Mr.  Ferguson  was  in- 
duced from  a  principle  of  Humanity  to  take  the  Office  of  GoffliniMiy 
as  a  temporary  affair,  but  I  thiuk  he  told  me  he  would  not  hare  a 
regular  Commission  made  out,  nor  did  he  take  the  Oaths  customii; 
on  those  Occasions.  How  far  he  fulfilled  the  Duties  of  that  Depart- 
ment to  the  Satisfaction  and  comfort  of  my  unhappy  CountrymeQ 
under  Confinement,  I  leave  them  to  determine,  it  being  a  mattef 
of  such  public  Notoriety,  that  my  simple  Assertion  would  avaS 
Little  as  an  Individual,  and  less  as  a  Woman  or  n  Wife.  Yet  I 
hope  he  exercised  his  limitted  Power  in  his  Line  of  Duty  in  a  Wij 
that  will  afford  him  Comfrot  before  a  Tribunal  greater  than  lej 
that  presides  on  Barth.  The  Recollection  of  this  is  the  only  Cot 
eolation  I  ever  received  fromhis  accepting  the  Employ. 

As  to  my  little  Estate,  it  is  patrimonial  left  me  in  Fee  Simple  hj 
my  Father.*    The  Summit  of  my  unambitious  Wish  is  to  remiin 
unmolested  in  that  Retirement,  which  tho'  a  considerable  Traet  cf 
Land  from  the  Circumstances  of  the  Time  and  other  Causes  afofii  I 
Support  but  with  Frugality.  i 

I  never  for  the  Space  of  nine  Months  that  the  Enemy  were  her«  | 
came  to  make  a  Stay  of  more  than  four  Days,  'till  I  came  to  tale  | 
Leave  of  my  Husband ;  And  then  General  Washington  did  ne  tbi  j 
Honor  of  sending  me  a  pass  unsolicited  on  my  part,  tho*  g?*^^"{5 
received,  in  consequence  of  an  intercepted  Letter  from  my  nnsW 
to  me,  assuring  me  with  preobion  that  the  British  Troops  tef  \ 
about  departing.  ! 

Will  your  Honors  allow  me  to  mention  one  thing  more,  and  Itfi  { 
done.  My  Husband,  not  being  a  Nativef  of  America,  and  circu*  | 
cumstanced  as  this  Memorial  above  sets  forth,  though  from  s^  | 
part  of  his  Conduct,  in  a  severe  Construction  of  Law,  may  be  detm  | 
an  Enemy y  yet  I  mean  to  insinuate  is  not  a  TVaitor,  though  be'^ 
proscribed  under  that  harsh  Epithet  in  the  Papers.    This  Idea  I  <* 

*  Dr.  Grasme.  f  See  addition  at  the  dose  of  the  letter.   | 
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allowed  to  suggest  by  QeDilemen  leftnied  in  tfae  Lav,  I  modestly 
hint  it  for  your  Honors  further  Inspeotion  and  Consideration. 

If  in  the  Course  of  this  little  Narrative  I  may  have  advanced  any 
thing  for^gn  to  the  point  in  Hand,  or  omitted  any  thing  that  was 
neoessary  to  hiot^  It  is  hc^^ed  the  worthy  and  respeotable  Members 
who  eompose  the  Supream  Executive  Council,  will  impute  it  to  the 
Ignorance  of  a  FemsJci  whose  Line  of  Writing  has  been  oonfin'd  to 
Epistolary  Sobjeots,  in  a  careless  Way,  unsuspicious  of  the  Eye  of 
Criticism  or  severe  Examination. 

If  the  above  redtal  contains  any  Cireumstanees  that  ^row  a  new 
Light  on  my  Situation,  and  may  have  a  Tendency  to  induce  a  Re- 
kxation  in  the  present  Instance,  the  Obligation  will  be  felt  with  an 
ingenuous  and  grateful  Heart ;  If  on  the  other  Hand  your  Honors 
ahould  think  nothing  has  been  advanced  that  can  prevent  Mr.  Fer- 
guson's part  of  the  penonal  Estate  from  Forfeiture,  I  must  submit, 
and  lode  on  it  as  my  Duty  cheerfully  to  bear  a  link  of  the  Chain  of 
lieavy  Calamities  inddent  to  a  Civil  War. 

Making  no  Doubt  that  in  eitl^r  Case  Justice  and  Candor  will  pre- 
side in  your  Councils,  under  ^e  f  uU  Force  of  this  Idea,  I  beg  leave 
to  subscribe  myself. 

ELIZA  FERGUSON. 

July  10, 1778.  Andrew  Robeson,  Esq',  attorney  for  Mrs.  Fer- 
ffuson,  requested,  That,  asreeable  to  instructions  received  by  him 
nrom  the  petitioner,  the  following  amendments  may  be  made  in  this 
petition,  vis* :  that  March,  1776,"  be  amended  &  stand  "  JfarcA, 
1777,''  and  that  the  word  inhahitant  be  inserted  in  tfae  place  of  the 
word  "  native.** 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

Indorsed, — ^^  Read  in  Council,  June  26.*' 


Col.  John  Caeothebs  to  V.  P-  BariN,  1778. 

Carlisle,  June  28, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  ooDtinned  importunity  of  the  fronteer  Inhabitants  of  this  & 
Bedford  Counties,  for  assistance  of  men,  arms  k  amunition,  to  enable 
them  to  make  a  stand  against  the  continued  incursions  of  the  Indians, 
until  they  could  get  the  fruits  ^  the  earth,  (which  is  very  promising 
in  those  parts)  some  how  secured ;  or  until  they  could  set  relief  from 
the  intended  expedition  ananst  the  Indian  Towns ;  Obligeth  me  to 
trouble  Council  with  this  Letter. 

Notwithstanding  The  assistance  already  given  by  Council  &  the 
Board  of  War,  in  the  way  of  arms  k  amunition ;  the  one-third  of 
those  who  ought  to  be  armed  are  not  vet  supplied.  I  Rec*  the 
CounctFs  Letter  of  the  20**  Instant,*  by  M'  Jno.  MoConnal,  with  an 
order  from  the  Board  of  War  for  SOO^^  of  powder,  1200^  of  lead  & 

*  See  page  G09. 
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80  rifleSy  but  there  was  no  lead  to  be  had  here,  nor  any  rifles  m  npiir; 
I  was  obliged'  therefore  to  take  40  Moakets  in  Lieu  of  part  of  the 
rifles  ordered,  which  by  no  means  satisfied  the  people  appljing. 
John  Harris,  Esq',  one  of  onr  lepresentatiTea  in  Aasembly,  k  Col 
MoAleyy,  of  Bedfwd  county,  was  with  me  yesterday,  suppodngit 
to  be  in  my  power  to  send  m<ffe  militia  to  their  assistance,  it  die 
same  time  idedginff  that  without  pretty  Large  assistance  from  Uie  inte- 
rior parts  of  tUa  State,  the  f ronteer  would  by  no  means  be  aUe  to 
save  their  crops,  which  at  this  time  appears  to  be  n  very  importut 
matter.  In  6onsequenoe  of  die  order  of  Council,  Dated  at  Lannster, 
the  2*  of  May  Last,  I  have  sent  out  the  first  Glasses  from  the  i^  k 
7'^  Battalion,  to  Kishyooquilles  &  Standing  Stone  Valley;  Thej 
turned  out  very  poorly,  not  more  than  60,  &  with  great  Diffienltj 
we  got  those  few  armed,  as  the  inhabitants  up  that  way,  when  era 
they  got  arms  in  their  hand  whether  public  or  private  would  bj  bo 
means  part  with  them,  not  knowing  the  hour  when  they  nughi  be 
attacked  in  the  way,  or  in  their  houses;  but  this  guard  is  so  bouII 
for  so  extensive  a  fronteer,  that  the  inhabitants  wanta  that  eonfidenoe 
&  security  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  their  crops,  and  withoot 
some  further  assistance  of  men,  arms  &  lead,  the  inhabitants  of  thii 
county,  Bedford,  and  Northumberland,  upon  the  river  Su8qahaiu,& 
Juniata,  will  be  obliged  to  fly  and  Leave  their  harvists,  which  witb- 
out  doubt  will  reduce  hundreds  of  families  to  the  utmost  Distceft 
The  English  army  being  now  left  the  State,  perhaps  Congress  mj 
find  it  in  their  power  to  allow  some  assistance  from  the  lover 
counties  Militia,  to  those  distressed  people,  makinj;  no  doubt  bet 
these  counties  will  gladly  Embrace  the  opportunity  of  acknowledgiDg 
former  favors  of  the  like  kind.  Whether  Conmss  has  any  otber 
Stores  of  Lead  than  those  here,  I  know  not;  out  notwithstanding 
the  order  from  the  Board  of  War,  for  1200'^  we  could  not  obtain 
100^.  These  people  are  waiting  with  great  impatience,  end 
hoping  that  Council  will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  for  their  relief 
I  am  with  respect, 

Sir,  Your  very  Humble  Servent, 

JNO.  CAROTHERS,  L.  C.C 
Directed^ 

The  Hon.  Qeorge  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  president  of  the  Commoa- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Cha's  Pbtxit  to  V-  P-  Bryan,  1778. 

Camp,  English  Town,  80%  June,  1778. 
Sir, 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Quarter  M'  Qeneral,  by  some 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  your  State,  to  receive  pay  for  some  Teams  cap- 
tured by  the  Enemy  on  the  surprize  of  the  Troops  under  the  command 
of  Qen*  Lacey.    As  this  Body  of  Troops  was  composed  entirel;  of 
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MSitia,  and    aeting  septrate  from   tbe  Continental   Army,  His 
Exoellancj  the  Commander  in  Chief,  reoommends  that  the  Matter 
be  referred  to  the  Exeontive  Coanoil  for  Settlement,  in  order  that 
the  whole  chai^  for  Militia  Service  may  be  brought  in  together. 
I  have  Uie  Honour  to  be,  with  great  Bespect^ 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

CHA'S  PETTIT,* 

A.  Q.  M.  Oen. 
Directed^ 

Honble  Qeorge  Bryan,  Esqr.,  V.  President  of  the  State  of  Penn< 
sylvania. 


Dr.  Wm.  Smith  to  Seo'y  Matlack,  1778. 

Agreeable  to  M'.  Matlack's  Desire,  I>.  Smith  takes  the  Liberty 
to  remind  him  of  making  out  the  Certificate  of  Discharge  mentioned 
this  morning,  k  D'  S.,  wlU  call  for  it  between  one&  two  o'clock  to 
Day. 

June  30*,  Tuesday. 
Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Seo'y  of  y  State  of  Pennsyha. 

Prest. 


Instructions  to  the  Shbriff,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  July  1, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Council  to  remind  you,  that  it  is  your  duty, 
as  Sheriff,  to  take  into  your  possession  the  personal  estate  of  those 
persons,  in  your  County,  who  have  been  adjudged  to  have  forfeited 
the  same  by  refusing  to  take  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to 
the  State.  It  may,  perhaps  be  proper,  to  let  the  heirs  of  those  per* 
sons  know,  that  the  Grain,  Grass,  &c.,  growing  on  the  ground,  are 
part  of  the  real  ettate,  and  therefore  not  forfeited.  This  may  be 
necessary  to  prevent  any  loss  which  may  arise  to  the  heirs,  from  an 
apprehension  of  these  things  being  forfeited  as  personal  estate. 
I  am  with  great  respect 

Your  very  humbb  servant, 

T.  M. 
To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Northampton. 
*  See  page  623. 


«2a  PSKNSYLYANIA  ABGHIYES  1778. 

It  will  not  be  Beeeasary  toremoYe  tke  peneiml  estate  immefialdj 

ftfter  taking  inventory  thereof,  when  the  poiaeaBore  will  give  aeevity 
for  their  delivery  <m  demand ;  mneh  leas  will  it  be  proper  to  sell 
immediately.  As  in  some  easeB^  applieationa  may  be  made  to 
Council  for  lenity,  and  the  poeaibility  of  this  ooght  not  to  be  £ote- 

oloBed. 


Route  op  xhb  Army,  1778. 


From  English  To^n  to  Spottswood  is 
to  N.  Brunswick 
to  Samp  Town 
to  Springfield  via«  1 
Scotch  Plains    J 
to  Newark 
to  Slotterdam  near 

Aquakanaok 
to  ParamuB  Ghuroh' 
to  Eakeate 
to  King's  Ferry 


English  Town,  July  1,  1778. 
9  Miles. 


}■ 


9 

7 

12 

9 

12 

10 

14 

9 


91 

The  whole  Army  to  march  to  morrow  moming^^at  2  o'Clook,  fiom 
the  Left,  in  the  following  Order: 

2*  Line  under  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayatte. 

1  Weedon'a       )  4  2*  Maryland 

2  Mughlenbnrg  V  Brigadea  6  Mazweirs  (on  Gomnd.) 
8  2'  Marylan     )  6  Park  of  ArtiUery. 

Left  wing  under  Lo^  Stirling 

7  Patterson's!  Brigades 

8  Learned's    >  under  the 

9  Glover's     J  Baron  de  Kalb. 

Bight  wing  under  Gen^  Lee, — ^but  now  commanded  by  the  Baron 
Steuben. 

13  Huntington's)  (16  N.  Oaronna) 

14  Yamum's       f-  Brigades  4  17  Scott's         y  Brigades 

15  Poor's  3  (_18  Woodford's  ) 

On  a  Medium,  the  Army  to  march  10  Miles  a  day,  more  or  fcss 


r  013*  Pennsylvani*-)  Briodei 
•{  11  2«  Ditto  y  ond^ 

1 12  I"  Ditto  )  Wajoe. 
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according  to  the  Convenienoy  of  Water :  after  every  three  day's 
March,  they  are  to  halt  ooe. 

Maxwell  s  &  Morgan's  Corps  to  remain  to  cover  the  Country. 

Abo,  a  Detaoh'd  Command  of  Col.  Nath*  Guest. 

JXrected. 

Fer  Tivothy  Matlack,  £sq%  from  his  httmbk  ServS  John  Parke. 
Indorsement 

From  Col»  J.  Parke,  July  1, 1778. 


CouHoiL  TO  Cha&lbb  PjITTIT)  Q.  M.  G.,  177& 

Philadelphia,  2*  July,  1778. 
Sir, 

Council  were  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  Reading  of  your  favour 
of  the  30^  June,*  eovering  Appraisments  &  Certii^tes  concerning 
the  Teams  lost  by  Gen'  Laoey,  in  the  anrprise  at  the  Billet^  in 
Philadelphia  County.  Council  have  business  enough  of  their  own, 
&  no  inclination  to  interfere  with  the  Quarter  Mas'  6en^  or  other 
Continental  officers.  This  state,  at  the  special  instance  of  Congress, 
has  indeed  named  proper  persons  to  purchase  clothing,  provisions  & 
horses,  &  handed  to  them  money  for  these  purposes,  but  Council 
mean  not  to  settle  wkh  any  of  the  persons.  In  Ihe  present  case,  besides 
the  impropriety  of  undertaking  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Congress, 
there  is  no  money  in  the  hands  of  Council  for  payment  of  them, 
without  which  the  adjustment  would  be  of  no  avail.  The  reason 
you  give  for  referring  these  suffsrers  to  the  Executive  power  of  this 
state,  ^'  that  the  whole  Charge  of  the  Militia  Service  may  be  brought 
in  together,  is  not  easy  to  comprehend,  unless  the  Quarter  Master 
Gen^  &  Commissaries  of  provisions,  &>«tores,  mean  to  send  to  Council 
the  Accounts  of  Waggon-hire,  Tents,  &o.,  Bations  &  Ammunition 
supplied  to  the  Militia  for  settlement. 

It  is  the  wish  of  Council,  that  every  department  of  the  Military 
Service,  would  nerform  its  own  business.  The  Gentlemen  intrusted 
have  surely  the  best  opportunity  of  serving  the  public  with  propriety, 
dispatch  &  economy.  Departures  from  this  rule  constantly  introduce 
mistake,  waste,  &  delay,  t  many  other  misehiefs.  The  Council, 
therefore,  decline  intermedling  with  this  business. 

I  am,  S^, 

Directed, 

To  Col*  Charles  Pettit,  Deputy  Quarter  Master  General. 

*  See  page  620. 
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Jamks  Claypoolb  to  V.  P.  Bbyan,  1778. 

York  Town,  2*  July,  1778. 
Hon"*  Sir 

On  mjarriral  here,  I  had  the  honor  of  bdng  presented  with  jooi 
fiivor  of  the  24  \J\V^ ;  &  tho'  I  had  the  pleasure  of  apeaking  vidt 
joa  on  the  suhjeot  matter  of  it  when  at  Lancaater,  yet  thought  it  a 
duty  to  take  this  notioe  of  it,  especially  as  I  have  been  disappdntei 
in  returning  to  Lancaster  so  soon  as  might  be  expected. 

To  strengthen  the  executive  authority,  is  certainly  a  matter  of 
much  importance ;  but  tho'  we  have  been  afflicted  with  Hhe  Loa  of 
our  worthy  President,  vet  I  conceive  the  supreme  executive  Counol 
are  still  vested  with  all  the  Powers  of  executive  government;  ud 
as  the  Enemy,  by  all  Acco**,  either  have,  or  very  shortly  will  enen- 
ate  the  Capitid,  cannot  think  a  little  delay  of  the  election  of  a  Coon- 
cillor,  will  be  any  prejudice  to  the  Commonwealth. 

I  again  waited  at  the  Door  of  the  Council  Chamber  before  I  cane 
oft,  and  one  of  the  Hon'ble  members  came  out  &  told  me  he  thought 
it  best  for  me  to  settle  my  business  here  &  return  to  Lancaster » 
soon  as  convenient ;  believe  shall  set  off  in  the  morning,  &  be  readj 
at  any  risk  to  €xecute  any  matter  which  may  be  thought  all  Dotj 
in  obedience  to  your  &  the  Hon'ble  Council's  orders. 
I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  moat  obedient  Serv*, 

JAMES  CLAYPOOLB. 
Directed, 

To  Hon*"**  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
Favored  by  Jno,  Ord,  Esq. 


Lt.  Sam'l  Hunter  to  V.  P.    BaTAN,  1778. 

Fort  Augusta,  July  4th,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer  of  this  Letter  carrys  with  hiip  Dispatches  and  Intelli- 
gence of  the  most  alarming  and  serious  Consequence;  by  his  a^ 
counts,  Wioming  will  not  long  be  able  to  oppose  the  Bapid  progress 
of  the  Enemy,  in  that  Case  we  cannot  say  when  the  will  stop^  aa<i 
Lancaster  County  must  soon  tell  their  Bavages.  .  For  particulars  we 
must  refer  you  to  Mr.  Baldwin,  we  have  not  Language  to  paint  the  oon- 
steruation  of  this  county,  must  therefore  implore  the  moststrenooos 
and  immediate  exertions  of  Government  for  our  Support  j  to  add 
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more  would  pnlj  be  wasting  the  time  of  the  Express;  and  every  mo- 
ment is  preoious. 

I  am;  Sir, 

With  great  respect^ 

Y'  most  obed*  H'ble  Serv*. 

SAM'L  HUNTER,  Lieut* 

P.  S.  Four  hundred  stand  of  Arms  wm  be  necessary  for  com- 
pleatly  arming  the  militia  of  this  Oonnty,  and  a  oonuderable  supply 
of  A.mmunition.  L.  H. 

Dxrecied, 

Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Yioe  President  of  y  Ezeoutive 
Coundl,  Philad^ 


Lt.  Abr'm  Skiniteb  to  Y.  P.  Bbtak,  1778. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  who  will  deliver  you  this,  has  ^ven  his 
word' of  Honor  for  the  appearance  of  Mr.  James  Roche,  who  is  a 
suspected  person,  &  lately  from  New  York;  Oen'l  Arnold  finding  that 
Mr.  Roche  had  taken  the  oath  to  the  States,  conceived  that  it  was  in 
your  Jurisdiction,  as  we  could  not  see  you,  and  I  am  obliged  imme- 
diately to  go  to  Gamp,  I  have  taken  tiie  Liberty  to  acquaint  you  of 
the  matter  in  this  way ;  he  acknowledges  that  he  is  lately  f*  New 
York,  and  from  what  I  observed  of  him  while  I  was  prisoner  there, 
I  had  reason  to  beHeve  him  to  be  a  British  officer.  This  is,  how- 
ever, submitted  to  your  Enquiry. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  OV  Humb.  Serv^ 
^  ABM.  SKINNER, 

L*  1»*  Penn»  Beg*. 
Mr.  Johnson  Lodges  at  Mr.  Howard's,  2d  Street 

DirecUd,  ;      .      .         r    ,,  ^ 

To  the  Hon'bl  — -  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council.   '        ■       L 

«  Bee  Colon.  Bee.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  ft28^ 
Yot-YI.— 27      ! 
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Adam  Bsigart  to  John  Hambright,  1778. 

LanoaateT;  Jnly  Sth,  1TT8. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  Sorrej  to  trabel  yoa  with  ilioso  fae  LineS|  bat  ean  not  lielp 
it ;  yott  know  that  t  ha^e  a  Namber  of  horses  bought  for  the  Pablx 
Sarviooi  &  Oapt.  Robart  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Lelgbt  Draggooa,  get 
im  Order  tar  them  from  Counsel!,  but  has  not  taleo  the  horses  awij< 
I  wrote  last  week  to  Mr.  John  Cox,  A.  Q.  M.  G'l,  but  Reoeired  » 
answer,  so  that  don't  Know  what  I  shall  do  in  the  matter^  as  die 
Horses  are  fit  for  Service,  and  must  undoubtley  be  wanted  at  Gamp, 
do  therefore  beg  that  you  will  assist  me  in  getting  them  oif  njluni^ 
as  I  am  hartley  tired  of  keeping  them^  and 
You'll  Oblige  your 

Very  Humble  Servant, 

ADAM  BEI6ABT. 
To  John  Hambright)  Bsqr. 


T.  Matlack  to  Rkv,  Thos.  Coombe,  Jr.,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  July  6, 1778. 
Sir, 

If  ye9  wiAb  to  obtain  a  Pass  to  New  Tork,  it  will  he  aeoeaflj 
*lor  yod  to  make  an  application  to  Council  in  .person,  or  id  wiitiofr 
Setting  f<»th  that  you  deoline  to  take  the  test  and  pray  leare  U>n» 
o«t  of  the  Stat^.  I  shall  give  attention  to  your  apf^oation,  and  ex- 
pedite the  business  without  delay,  and  sm 

Your  very  hm'ble  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK.* 
Directed^ 
The  Reverend  Thomas  Goombe,  junr.|  Esq.    Preaent 


EoBERX  Lbvers  to  V-  P-  Bryan,  1778. 

Easton,  July  6th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Gapt.  Patterson,  fllxmt  an  hour  ago  •oamef  to  tltis  Place,  and  fff* 
me  the  disagreeable  Account  of  a  large  Body  of  I^^dians  and  Tories 
having  cut  off  the  Settlements  at  Wyoming ;  and  also  that  antftlitf 
Party  are  at  Cushietung,  on  Delaware,  and  I  am  in  continual  *jf^ 

•  See  Col  Rec.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  525^27. 
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hension  of  unhappy  Conseqaenoes,  as  the  Settlements  from  Cashie- 
tuDg  to  this  plaoe  are  scattered  and  thin.  I  Judged  it  necessary  to 
take  X}9pt^  EftttaaoBi's  QnalifioAtioB,  nbioh  I  b»ve  the  Honoip'  here^ 
to  enclose. 

The  above  Gentleman  has  returned  back  over  the  Mountain,  t^ 
give  every  necessary  Assistance  in  his  Power,  and  to  put  the  MiHtia 
<W6  hiLve  eolle(^ei  Ugelher  in  the  best  possible  diipioBition,  in  ease 
the  Enemy  shooklaAleiikpt  to  mamh  thro  theOoontry  to  this  Towni 
mlMk  It  is  lunt  uoffSjaaoDaUtt  4e  oonjeotnre  may  be  .their  next  ob- 
ject, uolen  a  proper  Foroe  oan  b«  timely  colleoted  to  oppose  them, 
%nd  an  esperieneed  and  hrave  offieier  ^p^mdlj  appdbted  to  com* 
piand  that i^dNe.  Two  GominaieSy.censistuig  oif  about  fiigbiy  men 
of  Um  Oontiiieiitai  Troops,  are  aiationed,  I  understand,  at  Poeono, 
UNT  the  SeoiMid  Blua  Mountain,  at  one  John  Leme's,  whhher  the  Mit- 
litia,  I  b^ve,  are  repairiiig.  John  Leme's  is  about  Twenty  Five 
miles  from  Baston,  and  i  believe,  about  Forty  'from  Wyoming. 
•  Fowder  and  Lead  are  both  wanted  beie  exoeediagly,  for,  I  undert 
stand  by  the  Dspuly  Quartsrmastelr  Ganenil,  that  'aU  the  ammuni^ 
tion  baa  been  latdy  seat  ifrom  hence.  ' 

.  Wbsn  I  wilted  on  yout  Honour  last  week  at  Piukd*,  I  «eally 
foffot  to  mention  aoy  thmg  as  to  the  Effects  in  my  hands,  entsustec) 
by  nis  Excellenoy  the  lata  President ;  and  as  Lron  is  now  sold  at 
Chelsea  Forge,  where  the  Two  Tons  of  Iron  bought  lies,  at  Two 
fiundred  Ponnds  '^  Ton ;  whether  the  Lron  shall  remain  there  yet, 
ar  be  sold  at  the  advanced  Pnoe,  which  woud  be  a  Gain  of  One 
Hundred  Pounds.  And  what  shall  be  done  with  the  Twenty  Bar* 
nls  of  Indigo  in  my  Possesion.  Should  I  hear  with  Certainty  of 
any  Ad? ances  of  the  Enemy  this  way,  I  shall  esteem  it  my  duty  to 
send  the  Pablio  Reoords  to  Philadelphia,  unless  countermanded  by 
Order  of  Coanoil. 

I  have  the  Qonor  to  subseribe  myself, 

Sir^  your  Honours  most 

obedient  humble  Servant, 

ROBEBT  LEVERS.*   * 
IKreeUdj 

On  PubHc  Service — 
To  the  Honorable  6eor^  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Oouncil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Fenntrylvania, 
Philadelphia. 

By  Mr.  WjlUam  Iievers  Express. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Yol.  XI.,  p.  628. 
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Council  to  Thos.  Halb  and  N«  Weavbb,  177& 

Oentlemeni 

The  petition'^- presented  by  yoa  htm  been  considered  by  the  Coo- 
cil  with  that  respect  which  is  due  to  a  representation  from  tbdr 
fellow  citisens,  and  I  am  directed  to  inform  yon  That  the  Coonol 
feel  themselves  obliged  by  the  advioe  of  their  oonstitaeats  on  ill 
oocasionsy  and  more  partio^arly  so  in  the  present  time  of  difienltj 
and  distress.  That  evidence  respecting  property  now  in  tbe  d^ 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  will  be  thankfully  received  by  Mr.  Bobert 
Smith,  Gapt.  Peel,  Mr.  Massey,  and  Mr.  Shriner,  the  cofflminxiDai 
appointed  and  duly  authorised  by  law  to  seise  sooh  propertj,«ad 
they  will  take  the  proper  measures  to  seonre  it  for  the  nse  of  the 
state.  That  the  Oentlemen  may  be  aasured  that  the  Oooeil 
Btronglj  feel  and  greatly  lament  the  hardships  and  difficoltiei  v*' 
the  Whigs  have  suffered  in  this  state,  and  tiiat  they  are  hatrtilj 
disposed  to  give  the  distressed  every  relief  and  asaiataace  is  tkeir 
power  ^  but  the  Council  is  not  possessed  of  anthorityto  ii^ 
prices  of  goods,  and  would  remark  that  Ooogiess  and  the  Legisli- 
ture  have  lately  declined  such  regulations  as  being  inezpeditft 
That  As  to  <<  concealed  enemies,^'  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  fa6p 
sen  to  make  diligent  enquiry  after  them,  and  to  report  what  tbej 
know  of  them  and  of  their  dSects  to  the  Magistrates  and  Comns- 
sioners :  but  it  is  too  evident  that  there  is  a  great  unwillin^eaia 
the  people  of  the  dty  to  give  the  necessary  information  agaiorttbi 
disaffoctod.  This  subjeeU  both  the  Council  and  the  Chief  Juste 
to  verj  great  difficulties.  That  the  Council  are  willing  aad  R«lj 
to  adopt  any  effectual  and  lawful  measure  which  may  be  proposed  to 
do  justice  to  the  Friends  of  liberty;  but  the  appointing  of  penoos 
as  recommended  in  the  petition,  ''with  powers  and  dire<^oDst0 
''  make  a  general  search,  to  seize  suspected  persons,  take  inventoris 
''  of  merchandize  as  well  as  Furniture,  &c./'  is  not  within  the  intlio- 
rity  of  the  Board ;  and  if  this  measure  were  adopted  it  would,  po- 
bably,  be  opposed  by  the  best  Friends  of  liberty  as  a  most  arbitrtfj 
exercise  of  assumed  authority;  or,  if  eubmitted  to^  would  esUbliA 
a  precedent  which  wbuld  have  the  most  dangerous  tendency  to  set 
up  in  the  executive  branch  of  Government  an  arbitrary  power  o^ 
structive  of  the  liberty  and  safety  of. the  people;  therefore  ^ 
Council  cannot  think  of  appointing  such  persons  or  pretend  to  gi^^ 
such  powers.  ^ 

That  the  guards  mentioned  in  the  petition  have  already  betf 
fixed  by  Major  General  Arnold,  at  the  request  of  Council,  aiid  viU 
be  continued  as  long  as  there  shall  appear  to  be  occasion  for  it 

*  This  has  not  been  found. 
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I  beg  yoa  will  please  to  lay  this  before  tbo  Gentlemen  who  signed 
the  abovo  mentioned  petition,  and  assure  them  that 
.    .  I  am  with  great  cespeot,    «... 
their  most  obedient 
'.  "  .  ■  &  very  humble  servant, 

T.  M  * 
Direetedj 

To  Tho»  Hale  &  Nich*  Weaver.  .  *        , 

PhUad^  July  7, 1778. 


LiBtJT.  JoHK  Wbtzkl  TO  VicB  Pbebibbnt  Bbyait,  17T8. 

Northampton,  July  8, 1778. 
Sir,' 

Just  now  we  Reoeived  A  Letter  from  CoV  Stroud  of  the  t^  Batt> 
of  Northampton  County  militia,  Informing  us  that  a  body  of  Indians 
and  Whitemen  are  upon  their  mateh  to  the  Settlements  upon  Dela- 
ware, they  being  Disoovered  at  the  mouth  of  Lahawazin  and  moving 
towards  Shaholy.  By  the  bests  Information  we  Reoeived  we  Learn 
that  Wvoming  is  Finally  Destroyed,  upon  which  we  have  Ordered 
out  half  of  the  Batt^  of  the  Oounty;  but  by  all  the  Accounts  it  is 
Bot  a  Snffioient  number  to  withstand  their  Force,  as  we  suppose 
this  to  be  a  Different  Number  from  those  at  Wyoming,  which  by 
those  that  made  their  Escape  their  number  b  supposed  to  be.  betweea 
Seven  and  Eight  Hundred. 

Sir,  we  Humbly  beg  your  Interposition  on  the  Premises,  &  am 
with  Due  Submission  your  Humble  Servants. 

JOHN  WETZEL,  Lieut.,t 
JOHN  CHAMBERS;  Sub  Lie*. 
JXrectedf 

To  His  Honour  George  Bryan,  Esq',  Vice  President  in  and  for 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

*  Bee  Col.  Boo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  628. 

t  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  526,  581. 
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T.  Matlock  to  Jok^  P»  BsaoSiHiv  1778. 

Philadelphia,  July  9|  1778. 
Sir^ 

I  oongratalate  yoa  on  the  present  happy  aspect  of  our  afiin  k 
general,  as  well  as  the  particular  wbhed  for  event  of  our  leposaeasbg 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Its  inhabitants  in  general,  Whig  i 
Tory  throughout,  appear  to  be  fully  reconciled  te  iidependen^^nd 
acknowledge  their  detestatAn  of  the  conduct  of  their  formerlj 
reputed  best  friends  the  British  troops. 

The  situation  of  things  in  this  city,  renders  your  presence  ben 
absolutely  necessary  as  soon  as  it  is  possible.  Among  many  other 
thingf  which  ennot  be  delayed,  is  the  ease  of  a  ship  whroh  stnck 
on  the  Oheveauz  de  Frise  and  sunk.  'Mr  leverage  claims  her  bj 
right  of  purchase  of  the  enemy,  and  has  entered  his  claim  in  the 
Admiralty  court;  the  Council  conceive  her  to  be  the  property  of  the 
state. 

The  Aas^ttUy  ia  called  to  m^%  tibe  4th  of  &ezt  SMalh  in  As 
«ity,  to  enter  ot  business,  of  whioh  thdre  is  enough. 

I  have  the  ecden  of  Council  to  reqUetfb  that  you  will  not  debj 
your  coming  a  monciit  longer  than  is  ab£fol«tely  neceasary. 

I  am,  with  g)reat  re^tect. 

Tour  most  ob^  hmble  servant, 

a*.  I. 

Direoiedf 
To  J.  D,  Sergeant. 
To  the  Care  of  the  Rev.  Blihu  Spencer,  in  Trentoii. 


Lt.  Jacob  Morqah  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  17T8. 

Reading,  Hj  Hth,  1778. 
Sir,  ^ 

We  Received  the  Inolos'd,  ^  Express,  from  Colonel  Banter, 
Lieutenant  of  Northumberland  County.  You  See  by  the  contents 
the  Necessity  they  are  under  for  want  of  Assistance,  we,  thereforei 
thought  it  our  Duty  to  Forward  it  to  Council  ^  Etpress,  and  bj  iD 
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aAeonot^  we  h»v6  teeeiVd,  tbey  are  in  a  very  Diatraiainc  (^too^^tioD,^ 
thej  iQltabila^to  Pidly  Iieaving  their  HabitationB. 
Z  am,  Skf  inth  Dae  ngard^ 

Tear  Hononr^s 

moflt  Obedient  HnmMe  Servairt, 

JAGOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  C. 
IHreetedy 
To  Oie  HonouraUe  Qeorge  Btyan,  E8q^;  Y)ee  Presideiii 


Lt.  Saml.  Huntbb  to  CoMBcunuiiuB  ov  Militia,  1778. 

I  Fort  Augusta,  9  July,  1778. 

t       Qentlemen, 

I  am  sorry  tp  ioforia  you,  of  tbe  present  distressed  situation  of 

>  this  Oounty.  I  suppose  before  t^is  Gomes  to  band  you  wilF  be  in- 
formed of  the  Carnage  which  happened  at  Wioming.    The  Inhahi- 

^  tants  of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehannah  have  suffered  almost 
as  much,  tho'  not  at  one  time^  therefore  not  so  severely  felt,  how- 

1  ever,  both  Branches  are  almost  evacuated,  and  from  all  appearances 
the  Towns  of  Northumberknd  k  Sunbury  will  be  the  Frontier  in 
less  than  twenty.fimr  bovrs.  T4ie  Inhabxtanta  of  both  Towns,  with 
A  few  of  the  Fugitives  from  the  upper  parts  of  the  County,  seem 

^  det^m^n^d  to  make  a  stmnd,  but  how  long  they  can  do  it  seems 
very  precarious,  and  indeed,  without  assistance  from  other  Counties, 
their  stand  wiU  be  very  shor^  in  which  case  your  &  other  Counties 
must  experience  the  Calamities  wo  now  feel  by  beins  the  Frontier. 
Nothing  but  a  firm  reliance  on  Divine  providence  and  the  Virtue  of 
our  neighbours,  induces  the  few  to  stand  that  remain  in  the  two 
Towns,  and  if  they  are  not  very  speedily  reinforced  tbev  must  give 
way,  but  will  have  this  Consolation,  that  they  have  stood  in  defence 
of  their  liberty  &  Country  as  long  as  they  could,  and  that  the  want 
of  assistance  iJone  obliges  them  to  retreat.  In  Justice  to  the  County 
^Gentlemen)  I  must  bear  testimony  that  the  states  never  applied  to 
It  for  men  in  vain.  I  am  sure  the  whole  state  must  Inow  that  wo 
have  reduced  ourselves  to  our  j^reaent  feeble  condition  by  our  readi- 
ness to  turn  out  upon  all  occasions  when  call'd  upon  in  defence  of 
the  common  cause.  Should  we  now  fall  for  want  of  assistance,  let 
the  neighbouring  Counties  reconcile  to  themselves,  if  they  can,  the 
breaoh  of  brotherly  love,  Chaiity,  and  every  other  Virtue  which 
adorns  an4  advances  the  Human  species  above  the  brute  Creation. 
I  shall  pot  attempt  to  point  out  particular  omelties  or  barbaritiea 
that  have  been  practised  on  our  unhappy  Inhabitants,  but  assure  you 
«    That  for  the  number^  history  affords,  in  no  Instance,  of  more 
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heatbenish  GnieUj  or  eayage  barbarity  tban  bas  been  exhibited  in 
Hum  Gountj;  I  sball  only  add  that  a  row  hundred  men^  timely  sent 
to  Sonbary,  to  aot  in  oonjanction  with  the  People  who  meiii  to  itand 
there;  or  prooeed  fdrther  np  the  Country  aa  oecasion  may  reqnin, 
will;  in  aU  hnman  probability,  saye  numbers  of  liyee,  and  prerent 
the  depredations  threatened  by  the  sayages  on  other  Counties.  I 
should  be  glad,  Gentlemen,  to  hear  from  some  of  you  as  soon  u 
possible,  that  we  may  know  what  assistance  we  are  to  expert  £raii 
your  County ;  oould  the  men  aooompany  the  answer  it  would  be  tke 
better,  as  you  may  belieye  me  no  time  should  be  lost,  or  ill  this 
County  is  lost,  and  the  fate  of  other  Counties  hangs  on  ts  slender  t 
thread  as  this  did.* 

I  am,  Oentlemen, 

with  due  respect, 

Your  Very  Humble  Seryent, 

SAMUEL  HUNTER,  Lieut 
Dirededf 

To  Colonel  Henry  Shoemaker,  Col.  Michael  lindawood,  uA 
other  OommandefB  of  Militia  in  Berks  County. 


Matthew  Smith  to  Y.  P.  B&tah,  1778. 

Paztang,  July  12th,  10  0*Clook,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  this  Moment  arriyed  at  Mr.  Harrises  Ferry,  &  Jcui  not 
Behold  the  Greatest  'Scenes  of  Distress  I  eyer  saw.  die  Nomeioia 
poor  Ban  away  from  their  habitations  &  left  their  al},  &  serenl  ft* 
milys  haye  lost  part,  kill'  &  scalp*;  on  the  Retreat  the  most  Qrd 
Butcheries  Eyer  known  is  practised,  wounded  and  others  tbrovn 
into  fires  while  yet  living ;  the  Inhabitants,  however,  are  mneh  ds- 
tressed,  the  Wioming  people  are  undoubtedly,  by  the  last  Aec*} 
entirely  Defeated ;  Northumberland  county  is  Evacuated,  not  mort 
than  one  hundred  men  with  Qol*  Hunter,  at  Sunbury;  the  Blw 
Mountains  is  now  the  frontier,  &  I  am  afraid  Lan'caster  conotj 
shortly  will  follow  the  Example  of  the  other  county;  the  Stores*^ 
Carlisle  is  something  very  considerable — I  Doubt  not  their  Objects 
to  Destroy  that  place.  1  am  inform*  there  is  not  that  Care  falf« 
that  should  be,  I  think  it  would  be  Necessary  to  appoint  someCire- 
fill  Officer  at  that  place  that  would  Do  the  Duty  more  punctual. 

This  party  is  large,  have  Col*  Butler  at  their  head,  100  Regultf 
Troops  at  first,  about  the  same  Number  of  Tories^  but  is  BQCieas' 

*  See  Col.  Records,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  681. 
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to  two  or  three  times  that  Number,  Seven  hundred  Indians  all 
arm'  in  a  most  formidable  manner  Erery  one  of  them,  Ezolasiye  of 
Ouns  and  Tomahaeks,  as  usual ;  Each  one  hath  a  large  Spoontoon,  and 
as  soon  as  Engag*  Rushes  on  in  a  most  Dreadful  manner;  it  is  said 
they  have  field  pieces  or  Swivels,  &  a  Number  of  light  Horse. 

it  is  the  Earnest  Bequest  of  all  friends  to  their  Country,  as  well 
as  your  Homble  Serv*,  that  something  shall  be  done  in  y*  Greatest 
hast ;  be  pleas'  to  send  an  Order  for  what  arms  is  Beady  at  Lancas- 
ter &  Hummelstown,  also  for  Amunition,  &  I  shall  Exert  Every 
Nerve  in  forwarding  matters  to  the  spot  the  men  shall  Collect. 
I  am^  D'  Sir, 

Your  most  ob*.  Serv*. 

MATTW  SMITH. 
Qeo.  Bryan,  Esqr. 


Pbteb  Db  Haven  to  Col.  T.  Matlaok,  1778. 

Hummels  Town,  July  i2, 1778. 
Sir, 

This  Bay  there  was  20  or  80  familyes  passd  threw  this  town,  sum 
from  Buflo  vallew  and  from  Snnsbarry,  &  sum  familys  from  this  side 
of  Peters  mountain,  Yomin  is  taken  &  most  of  our  People  have  left 
Sunbary,  and  are  Coming  down ;  those  People  inform  ns  that  their 
is  200  Wagons  on  the  Boad  Coming  Down  m  a  Day  or  two.  I  was 
this  Day  at  Mr.  Elders  Meeting,  after  SarmantCol.  Clark  &  Col. 
Bodgers  Maid  a  Parpatick  to  the  inhabitants  for  to  Turn  out 
about  100  Men  as  Volunteers ;  they  Agreed  to  Call  the  Betalliontf 
to  Gether  on  Tusday  to  see  what  Num W  of  Men  would  turn  out ; 
they  applied  to  me  for  sum  Arms,  which  I  Promis  to  Let  them  have 
50  or  60  with  out  your  Consent,  as  it  was  so  Distressing,  &  you  was 
so  fir  of  that  I  Could  not  ^t  an  order  from  you.  I  should  be  Glad 
to  know,  the  first  opportunity,  if  you  Don't  think  it  will  be  Prudent 
to  Move  the  Factory  to  French  Crick  or  to  Philad%  or  to  sum  other 
Place  wher  you  Hay  think  More  Safe,  if  our  Enemy  should  be  ad* 
mited  to  Come  Lower  Down :  it  won't  be  in  My  Power  to  Get  one 
Wagon  to  Move  Aney  of  our  arms  k  tools  from  that  Place,  so  I 
should  be  Bxtremly  Abledse  to  yon  if  you  would  Lay  it  before  the 
Oounsyl,  &  send  up  My  Directions  how  I  shall  act,  &  in  so  Doing 
yon  wUl  very  much  Abledge  your  Friend  & 

Humble  Servant, 

PETBB  DE  HAVEN. 
Directed^ 

To  Col.  Timothy  Matlack,  Sec'y,  Philadelphia. 

27* 
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Wm.  Maclat  to  CotmciL,  1778. 

Paxton,  July  12tli,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  write  yoa  this  Letter  with  Belnetanee,  as  I  am  certain  it 

gWe  pain  to  any  man  of  Sensibility,  to  be  informed  of  the  distressed 
itnation  of  our  Frontien.  I  left  Sunbury,  and  almost  my  whole 
Property,  on  Wednesday  last.  I  will  not  trouble  yon  with  a  Rea* 
tal  of  the  inconvenieDces  I  suffered,  while  I  brought  my  Family  by 
water  to  this  Place.  I  never  in  my  Life  saw  such  Scenes  of  distress. 
The  Biver  and  the  Roads  leading  down  it  were  covered  with  men, 
women  and  children,  flying  for  their  lives,  many  without  any  Pro- 
perty at  all,  and  none  who  had  not  left  Uie  greatest  part  behind ; 
In  short,  Northumberland  County  is  broken  up,  Col.  Hunter  only 
remained  using  his  utmost  endeavoun  to  rally  some  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants, and  to  make  a  stand,  however  short,  against  the  Enemy.  I  left 
him  with  very  few,  I  cannpt  speak  with  certainty  as  to  numbers,  but 
am  confident  when  I  left  him  he  had  not  one  hundred  men  on  whom 
he  could  depend.  Wioming  is  totally  abandoned,  scarce  a  single 
Family  remained  between  that  Place  and  Sunbury,  when  I  came 
away.  The  Panic  and  Spirit  of  Flight  has  reached  even  to  this 
Place,  many  have  moved  even  out  of  this  Township,  and  almost 
every  one  is  thinking  of  some  place  of  greater  security.  You  will 
scarce  be  able  to  give  me  Credit,  when  I  assure  you,  That  if  the 
same  Body  which  defeated  Col.  Butler  at  Wioming,  would  follow 
up  the  Blow,  they  may  without  difficulty  penetrate  to  Carlisle.  Some- 
thiD£,  my  Dear  Sir,  must  be  done  to  restore  Confidence  to  the  des* 

Joi^ding  and  flying  multitude,  and  to  make  them  face  the  Enemy 
opend  on  it,  Sir,  the  Country  will  be  lost  without  some  vigorous 
measures.  For  God's  Sake,  for  the  sake  of  the  Country,  let  Col. 
Hui^ter  be  reinforced  at  Sunbury — send  him  but  a  single  Company^ 
if  you  cannot  do  more.  Mrs.  Hunter  came  down  with  me.  As  he 
IS  now  diBiDoambered  of  his  Family,  I  am  convinced  he  will  do  every 
thing  that  can  be  expected  from  a  Brave  and  determined  man.  I 
^  must  mention  to  you  with  Freedom,  an  opinion  That  has  prevailed, 
and  done  great  hurt  on  the  Frontiers,  via.,  That  no  men  or  Belief 
would  be  sent  to  them.  The  miserable  Example  of  the  Wioming 
People,  who  have  come  down  absolutely  naked  amox^  us,  has  oper- 
ated  strongly,  and  the  Cry  has  been,  let  us  move  while  we  may,  and 
let  us  carrv  some  of  our  Effects  along  with  us.  It  was  to  no  pur- 
pose that  Col.  Hunter  issued  Orders  for  assembling  the  Uilitia,  and 
the  whole  County  broke  loose.  Something  in  the  way  of  Charity 
ought  to  be  done  for  the  many  miserable  objects  that  croud  the 
Banks  of  this  River,  especially  those  who  fled  from  Wioming ;  they 
are  a  people,  you  know,  I  did  not  use  to  love,  but  I  now  most  sin- 
cerely pity  their  distress.    The  wometi  and  children,  in  general,  are 
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BOW  vemoted  ent  of  NorthnmberhBd  Contj,  and  I  cannot  bnt 
bope  that  the  men  will  moat  ohearfiilly  jceinni,  with  the  first  l^oopa 
that  go  up  that  way.  We  are  told  every  hoar  of  more  and  more 
Mofders  oamnutted  by  the  atragling  Savages.  We  hope  great  part 
of  this  vagoe  Intelligenoe  maj  prove*  withont  Foundation.  The  £z* 
press  waits,  so  shall  not  enter,  into  partieulan  of  that  kind — am  in 
great  HastO;  Dear  Sir,  with  sincere  fiegud, 
Y'  most  obed* 

&  most  H'ble  Serv^ 

WM.  MACLAr. 
Directed. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Baquire,  Secretary  to  the  Hon'blo  Execu* 
tive  Gonneil  of  the  State  of  Pennagrlvania. 
^  favoor  of  Mr.  Eckert. 


Gbn,  Abmstronq  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Carlisle,  i2th  July,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  6th  Inst  I  hove  lately  reo*,  A  am  sony  for 
the  various  embarrassments  laboured  under  by  Council,  more  espe* 
cially  at  this  critical  hour  when  these  more  than  Savage  YiUians  of 
the  North  have,  in  conjunction  with  the  Indians,  taken  the  advan- 
tage of  this  busy  season  to  give  tbis  State  a  Severe  blow.  I  mean  more 
pwlioularly  the  painful  flight  of  the  populace,  Boads  &  Rivers 
crowded  with  miserable  objects  who  have  left  behind  not  only  part 
of  dieir  effects,  but  their  ffarvests,  the  ^reat  support  of  future  time. 
Por^the  psrticular  inroads  &  depredations  of  the  Enemy,  I  must 
refer  you  to  the  accounts  sent  from  Northumberland,  &  Gen'l  Mcln- 
toshe's  Express  of  this  day,  to  the  Board  of  War.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  know  the  Generals  Orders  respecting  the  Frontier  of  this 
State,  but  find  him  a  prudent  man  &  susceptible  of  advice.  The 
Troops  he  sends  off  this  day  for  the  Sasquehanah,  (about  three  bun* 
dred,  and  Forty  that  marched  before  for  the  Standmg  Stone,)  to  be 
Commanded  by  Ooll«  Brodhead,  will,  I,  hope,  not  only  revive  the 
Ihinting  Spirits  of  the  back  Inhabitant,  b«t  also  draw  a  oonaider- 
nMe  number  of  them  to  join  the  OontiaeDtal  troops.  Generol  Pot* 
ter  lives  near  Svnbnny,  &  wiO,  I  hope,  be  joined  by  a  number  of 
MiHtia  at  present  in  the  style  of  Volunteers,  who  without  doubt 
oufffat  to  be  paid,  so  that  he  ft  Coll.  Broadhead  will,  we  trust,  be 
able  to  Check  the  further  descent  of  the  virulent  Mr.  Butler  A  hii 
tawney  adherents.  If  they  shou'd  finl>  and  the  Enemy  appear  to 
enerease  ft  ftotiier  penetrate  the  country,  I  shall,  Ood  wilhng,  aa* 
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oend  th«M  momituna  wtih  as  mMij  at  will  foUoir-Qiito  &e  ^ 
sensible  frailtj  of  nature  at  this  intemperate  aeaaon,  and  the  sdU 
more  sensible  want  of  many  neoessarys.  In  the  mean  tine,  doiki- 
ing  nothing  of  every  exertion  of  Ooancil  in  their  power,  andtowhiek 
Congress  or  the  Bou^i  of  War  on  a  free  oonferenoe  cannot  £ul  to  ae- 
oede,  nor  possibly  require  the  use  of  argnmeot  to  proTO  the  preaeat 
an  important  object  of  Continental  oonoern.  The  letter  I  Isst  wrote 
yoo;  with  the  Copy  then  enclosed^  together  with  this  hasty  sonwl, 
you  may,  if  you  think  proper,  shew  to  the  honorable  the  Rodent, 
or  any  other  member  of  Congress,  or  the  Board  of  War.  That  ad- 
dressed to  the  delegates  of  this  State  oontain'd  only  a  few  hints  or 
out  lines  for  farther  ezplioatioo,  but  have  not  been  so  happy  as  to 
receive  the  Oentlemen's  thoughts  on  them.  I  know  the  inteitttiog 
objects  of  the  East  naturally  drew  their  attention;  but  our  tofla  r- 
quire  us  also  to  observe  the  setting  Sun. 

With  respect  to  an  expedition  against  Fort  Detrmt,  I  do  aann 
Tou  a  syllable  of  it  shou'd  not  have  dropped  from  me  had  it  not 
been  so  openly  talked  of,  &  without  any  apparent  reserve,  bat  an 
still  of  opinion  that  in  present  circamstancee  the  enterp|rii6  is  Uh 
tally  inelligible,  &  that  this  portion  admits  of  moral  certainty. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  much  esteem,  your 

most  humb*  Servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTBONO. 

Even  the  Continental  troops  wantflinto. 
Dtreciedf 

On  Public  Servioe-^  « 

The  Honorable  Oeorffe  Biyan,  Bsqr.,  Vice  Presideiit  of  the  Statt 
of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Lt.  Sam'l  Huktjbb  to  Supreme  Exectttive  Coxtncil,  1778. 

To  His  Excellency  The  President  and  The  Hon"  The  Executive 

Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Oentlemen, 

The  Calamities  so  long  dreaded,  and  of  which  ye  have  been  more 
than  onoe  Informed  must  fall  upon  this  County  if  not  assisted  bj 
Continental  troops  or  the  Miltia  of  the  neighbouring  Counties,  now 
appear  with  all  the  Horrors  attendant  on  an  Indian  war ;  at  this  date 
The  Towns  of  Sunbury  and  Northumberland  are  the  Frontiers  wbere 
a  few  Virtuous  Inhabitants  and  fotfitives  seem  determined  to  stand, 
Tho'  doubtful  whether  To*morrow^  sun  will  rise  on  them,  freemeD, 
Captives  or  in  eternity.  Yet  relying  on  that  being  who  never  forsakei 
the  virtuous,  and  the  timely  assistance  of  the  Government,  wbioh 
they  have  with  Zeal  and  vigour  endeavoured  to  popport^  theyiaj 
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they  will  remain  as  long  as  they  can  withont  inonrring  the  censnie 
of  snicide.  The  Carnage  at  Wioming,  the  devastations  and  murders 
u^n  the  West  branch  of  Susquehanna,  On  Bald  Eagle  Creek,  and 
in  short  throughout  the  whole  County  to  within  a  few  miles  of  these 
Towns,  (the  recital  of  which  must  be  shocking)  I  suppose  must 
before  now  have  reached  your  ears,  if  not  you  may  figure  yourselves 
men,  women  and  children,  Butchered  and  scalped,  many  of  them 
after  being  promised  quarters,  and  some  scalped  alive,  of  which  we 
have  miserable  Instances  amongst  us,  People  in  crouds  driven  from 
their  farms  and  habitations,  many  of  whom  have  not  money  to  pur- 
chase one  days  provision  for  their  families,  which  must  and  already 
has  obliged  many  of  them  to  Plunder  and  lay  waste  the  farms  as  they 
pass  along.  These  Calamities  must  if  not  speedily  remedied  by  a 
reinforcement  of  men  from  below  .inevitably  ruin  the  frontier,  and 
incumber  the  interior  Counties  with  such  numbers  of  indigent  fugi- 
tives unable  to  support  themselves  as  will  like  locusts  devour  all 
before  them.  If  we  are  assisted  to  stand  and  save  our  crops,  we  will 
have  enough  for  ourselves  and  to  spare,  you  need  be  under  no  appre« 
hensionof  any  troops  you  send  here  suffering  for  want  of  provisions 
if  they  come  in  time,  before  the  few  who  yet  remain  are  obliged  to 
give  way^  with  men  it  will  be  neoeivary  to  send  anns  and  ammunition 
as  we  are  ill  provided  with  them.  Gentlemen,  ye  must  all  know  that 
this  County  cannot  be  strong  in  men  after  the  ^numbers  it  has  fur- 
*  nished  to  serve  the  united  states,  Their  applications  to  us  for  men 
were  always  oomplyed  with  to  the  utmost  of  our  abilities  and  with 
the  greatest  alacrity ;  should  our  supplications  now  be  rejected  I  think 
the  survivors  of  us,  (if  any)  may  safely  say  that  Virtue  is  not  re- 
warded, I  have  only  to  add  that  A  few  Hundreds  of  men  well  armed 
and  immediately  sent  to  our  relief  would  pf  event  much  bloodshed, 
confusion  and  devastation  through  many  Counties  of  this  State,  as 
the  appearance  of  being  supported  would  call  back  many  of  our  fu- 
gitives to  save  their  Harvest  for  their  subsistanoe,  rather  than  suffer 
the  inconveniences  which  reason  tells  me  they  do  down  the  Country 
ftnd  their  with  their  families  return  must  ease  the  people  below  of  a 
heavy  and  unprofitable  Burthen,  These  oppinions  I  submit  to  your 
serious  Considerations. 

And  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen  with  due  respect 

your  very  Humble  Servant, 

SAM'L  HUNT£JR,  Lieut 

Bnnbury,  12th  July,  1778. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  the  Presid*  &  the  Hon*  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

fav^  by  Captain  1  , 

Lincoln.  | 
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Jacob  Mobgan,  Jr.,  to  Y.  P.  Bbtan,  1778. 

Beading,  July  IStfa;  1778. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  am  in  hopes  our  correspondence  will  not  brake  off  althoagfi  I 
have  no  news  to  write  joa.  I  would  beg  joa  will  when  anj  tKing 
new  happens  let  know  it  as  soon  oportunitj  will  offer. 

I  give  yon  joy  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  and  ambassdore^ 
Suppose  ere  now  war  must  be  deolared  between  France  and  Briton. 
I  expect  .Hourly  to  hear  something  great  from  them,  what  do  jon 
think  of  the  whole  British  Fleet  surrendering  to  them  and  the  army 
to  the  United  States  at  York. 

I  should  be  glad  of  your  opinion  respecting  Trade,  will  theBndsk 
Fleets  be  obliged  to  leave  the  cost  of  America,  or  will  they  still  eoo- 
tinue  to  Harrass  our  Trade,  will  not  the  French  aend  Convop  to 
guard  our  Merchantmen  to  and  from  their  Gomntery  and  Islands. 
My  best  respects  to  the  Hon^^  Qen*  of  the  Council  &  Soc'y. 
I  am  Hon*  Sir,  with 

rinoair  regard  your 

most  obed*  Servant, 

JACOB  MORaAN,ir. 

P.  S.  Whaf  a  become  of  my  worthy  Fiiend  Ool.  Bajaid,  hope  k 
is  well  and  hat  been  to  aae  you  in  the  Oxty. 
Directedf 

H'ble  Geo.  Bryan. 


OiBCULAR  OF  CotmciL,  1778, 

The  following  draft  of  a  circukr  letter  was  read  in  Council  uA 
agreed  to,  viz : 

In  Council, 

PhiladAlphia,  July  14, 1778. 

Sir, 

The  attack  which  has  been  made  by  the  Indians  and  others  on  the 
Frontiers  of  this  State  having  been  laid  before  the  Congress,  and  t 
consultation  held  between  the  Board  of  war  and  Council,  they  bait 
agreed  upon  the  following  arrangement  for  defence,  to  wit : 

A  Detachment  of  CoL  Hartleys  regiment  to  march  from  Vef 
jersev  to  Easton,  there  to  join  Col.  Kowatz,  who  has  under  his  oom- 
mand  a  small  number  of  horse.  The  remainder  of  Ool.  Hartlej's 
regS  now  in  Philadelphia,  to  march  immediately  to  Sunbvy  an^ 
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join  the  two  oompenies  lately  raised  at  Wyoming.  Ool.  Broadbeod'g 
regiment,  nov  on  tbeir  march  to  Pittsbnjrgh,  to  be  ordered  to  the 
Standing  Stone.  For  this  purpose  yon  are  to  order  out  the  first, 
seeond,  third,  &  even  the  fourth  class,  if  it  be  necessary,  to  make  np 
this  number ;  the  men  must  be  had.  But  it  is  necessary  to  add  to 
these  continental  troops  a  considerable  body  of  militia ;  Gonndl  have 
therefore  determined  to  order  to  Sunbury  three  hundred  militia  ^m 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  four  hundred  from  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  from  the  county  of  Berks ;  to 
the  Standing  stone,  three  hundred  from  the  county  of  Oumberland| 
and  two  hundjped  from  the  county  of  York ;  to  Easton,  from  the 
eoiinty  of  Northampton,  three  bnndred  men^  and  from  the  county  of 
Berks,  one  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

You  are  therefore  to  exert  yourself  to  get  into  the  field  three  hun- 
dred men  of  the  militia  of  your  county,  and  march  them  immediately. 
It  is  expected  that  there  is  Guns  sufficient  in  your  hands  to  arm 
them.  Ammunition  and  Proyisions  will  be  supplied  to  you  by  order 
of  the  Board  of  War. 

The  arrival  of  a  powerful  fleet  from  France,  having  a  connderable 
number  of  troops  on  board,  with  orders  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
the  Continental  Army,  and  now  actually  blocking  up  the  British 
Fleet  in  the  harbour  of  New  York,  has  induced  the  Congress  to  de- 
termine to  make  a  vifforous  eflfort  to  destroy  the  whole  British  force 
now  in  that  city,  and  there  appears  to  be  a  reasonable  ground  to 
bqpe  ft>r  success  in  the  attempt.  This  determination  makes  it  highly 
impvoper  to  detach  any  part  of  the  main  army  for  the  defence  of 
the  fin>ntier8.  If  the  attempt  to  reduce  the  whole  Britbh  force 
should  be  crowned  with  success,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  attended  with 
the  most  salutary  effects  in  removixig  the  enemy  from  the  frontiers ; 
as  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  they  must  see  the  impossibility  of 
their  oontinuin^  with  any  hope  of  sncoessi  their  attack  on  us,  when 
ve  shall  be  able  to  employ  our  whole  force  against  them.  And  we 
are  confident  that  the  blow  given  by  the  indians  will  be  severely  re- 
venged before  the  war  with  them  wUl  be  closed* 

[To  the  foregoing  are  appended  the  following  (apparently)  notes  or 
memorandums  to  be  further  lued.    A.  &  B.] 


A. 

The  arrangement  of  the  board  of  War.  They  Expect  Militia  to 
join — promise  ammunition,  &  orders  to  the  Commissary  for  victuals 
-—Stations  for  Militia  to  repahr  to  Arms  as  the  Case  may 

bd,  at  Northamp.,  Beading,  Lancaster  or  Hummelstown,  Orders 
issued  to  furnish  these.  Classes  ordered  &  numbers  to  be  aimed  at. 
Blockade  of  N.  Y.  by  Land,  &  port  Shut  by  French  fleet,  w«^  as  it 
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promiMs  by  one  Capital  Stroke  to  ^aish  the  war  in  tbk  Coonirj, 
requires  all  attention,  ft  the  keeping  entire  the  Army.  Therefore 
no  detachment  can  be  expected. 

To  Northampton. 

There  is  at  the  town  of  Northampton  a  suffident  namber  of  Armi 
to  supply  any  defioienoyy  which,  howeyeri  we  hope  will  not  be  eon- 
aiderable. 

Cumberland  and  Tork. 

To  be  sapplied  from  Carlisle  by  the  board  of  War,  and  if  tbk 
supply  is  not  sufficient,  application  must  be  made  to  M*^  RitteahoM 
&  M'  DehaveUyat  Hnmmelstown. 

Berks  &  Lancaster. 

To  apply  to  Wm.  Henry,  Northumberland  &  N<Nrthampton.] 

Delaware  may  be  defended  by  Northampton  &  New  JffstJ 
Militia. 


B. 

!•<,  2^*,  third,  &  even  fourth,  if  necessary,  to  raise  their  niiiDber& 
Same,  or  to  use  such  other  means  as  are  in  y  power  in  the  present 
distressed  situation. 
Northampton  county,  .  300.    Easton. 

Northumberland  co.,  Sunbury,  800. 
Cumberland  oo.,  Standing  8tone>  300. 
Berks  co.,  150  Sunbury,  300.     150  to  the  Esstw',  l*^ 


Lancaster  oo.,  Sunbury,  400. 

York  CO.,  Standing  Stonoi  200. 


to  the  Werf- 


1800. 


Chester  co., 

Bucks  CO.,  ^  Jit  ^ 

Philad-co.,  ^^f^^- 

• 

Northumberland  to  Sunbury,    300,  &  two  Companies  raised  tt 

Wyoming  hti  winter. 
Berks,  150. 

Lancaster,  400. 

850 
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Standing  Stone. 

CamUrland,  800        Eftston,  Northampton,    800 

York,    *  200  Berks,  150 

600  450 

&  Broadfaead'8  reg«  300    *  ;  ^ 

Julj  14,  1778. 


'  Wm.  Lewis  to  Col.  Matlaok,  1778.  ^ 

July,  14tb,  1778. 
Sir, 

Peter  Deshong,  who  is  one  of  j*  Persons  mentioned  in  a  Procla- 
mation issued  by  Uie  hon^i%  y<>  President  &  Council,  as  having  com- 
mitted Treason  ae^  this  State,  and  who,  conscious  of  his  Innocence, 
has  surrendered  himself,  &  entered  Security  for  his  appearance  in 
Order  to  abide  by  his  Trial,  informs  me  that  about  two  of  the  Clock 
yesterday,  when  be  was  from  Home,  his  House  was  surrounded  by 
a  Party  of  Men,  armed  with  Clubs,  who  were  in  search  of  him  for  y* 
avowea  Purpose^kf  Beyenge.  As  none  of  those  Persona  were  known 
to  M^  Deshong's  Family,  the  Law,  you  will  readily  oonceiye,  cannot 
possibly  lay  hold  of  them,  in  Order  to  prcTent  them  from  running  into 
Excesses  of  Violence.  In  this  Situation,  his  own  Safety  requires 
him  to  absent  himself  from  home,  leaving  bis  Family  disturbed  with 
the  greatest  Apprehensions.  The  Reason,  therefore,  of  my  troublins 
you  at  present  is,  that  if  you  qiprove  of  my  Proposal,  you  would 
please  to  mention  to  y*  Council  the  necessity  and  Propriety  of  issuing 
a  Proclamation  setting  forth,  that  as  the  Civil  Authority  is  now 
reestablished  in  this  City,  those  who  have  oflfended  ag^  the  Laws  of 
the  Land  will  be  called  to  answer,  and  punished  accordiog  to  their 
Pemerits ;  and  therefore  forbidding  the  taking  of  private  Kevenge. 
A  step  of  this  Rind,  it  appears  to  me,  may  prevent  much  Bloodshed 
and  Oppression,  as  this  is  not  the  only  Instance  by  Many  of  taking 
Bevenffc  out  of  the  Course  of  regular  Proceedings,  And  therefore  I 
hope  the  Council  will  fall  upon  this  or  such  other  Measures  to  pre« 
serve  Peace  &  good  Order,  as  to  them  may  seem  meet  &  expedient 
I  am.  Sir, 

Y'  HubL  servS 

WM.  LBWia 

Colonel  Madack,  P'sent 
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Barxrbm  Galbeatth  to  v.  p.  Gbo,  Bbtak,  1T78. 

LancfAtor,  14*^  July,  im 
Sir,        .       . 

TeBterday,  atnoon^  I  rec'd  the  Alarminr  IntelligeDee  of  Bglitor 
Nine  hundred  British  Troops^  Tories  &  Indians,  ooming  down  ^ 
East  Branch  of  Susquehanna  driving  all  before  them ;  it  is  S&id 
they  have  taken  three  of  our  Forts  at  Weyoming,  or  near  to  it;  oat 
of  one  of  which,  four  hundred  of  our  men  Sallied  out  upon  the  fine- 
mie,  (not  expecting  them  to  be  such  a  Number)  &  that  only  Sixtj 
escaped,  since  which,  the  Eaeoiie  bavB^lmnki  the  peppTe'ii  hahitatioos 
thereabouts.  On  Sunday  mornins  last,  the  banks  of  the  Sosqne- 
haniM|ftom  Hiddletawn  up  to  the  blue  Mountain,  were  intireljeled 
with  the  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland  County,  who  had  mored  oi^ 
as  well  as  many  in  the  River,  in  Boats,  Canoes,  &  Rafts  Ac  Indeed, 
the  Inhabitants  of  Wicenesco  Valley,  which  is  about  IweBty-fire 
miles  above  Harris's  ferry,  !n  this  County,  were  moving  en  Sunday  hst, 
&  that  the  People  lower  down  were  thinking  to  foUow.  This  I M 
from  Cap^  Scott,  a  Man  of  Yeracity,  who  was  np  at  Ghrver^Bmill  for 
his  Sister,  the  wife  of  Col*  Hunter,  k  spake  with  a  Lieutenant  of  i 
Company  that  wms  Stationed  at  Weyomlng  &  was  In  the  Action;  be 
also  seen  Six  of  the  wounded  men  that  were  bre^  down.  In  tke 
itieantime,  Fm  venturing  the  Priviledge  of  cijlii||the  dan's  of 
Militia  that  were  ordered  to  hold  in  readiness  some  lime  agoe  to  Haieb, 
altho'  has  not  appointed  their  randisvoust  bef)re  Saturfcy  nh^ 
against  which  time,  I  hope  to  have  your  orders,  that,  should  tlie 
remaining  three  Classes  be  too  many  they  may  be  eountermandrf 
(one  Class  of  the  four  has  don  duty  as  Gkiards.) 

It  is  really  a  Melancholy  affur  for  the  InhabitaBfe  of  Noitii* 
itmberland,  as  well  a  many  of  this  County;  for  should  they  not  gel 
^eir  Crops  cut,  or  some  part  of  them,  the  poor  people  will  be  en- 
tirely ruined;  as  UMiny  of  them  has  been  obliged  to  come  off  withoat 
the  necessarys  of  Hfe,  or  wherewithalt  to  purchase,  leaving  their 
Stocks  behind,  ftc.  In  haste,  I  wait  the  orders  of  Council, 
and  am  your  most  ob't 
H'ble^rvt, 

BABTBEM  QALBRAITH,  U 
Lancaater  County. 
Directed. 

To  Geo.  Bryan,  Bsq^ Yioe President  for  the  State  of  PennsylTi* 

y  Express. 
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Council  lO  I>.  BinuH«ir8B,  1778« 

Phaaddphia,  July  14, 1778. 
Sir, 

Council  Iiaye  just  now  received,,  for  t&e  first  time,  information  that 
the  Congress  have  granted  an  order  in  favour  of  Council,  about  amonth 
uroe,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Thousand  Dollars  ok  aeoount  of 
dioathing  putchased  by  order  of  Congress.  It  is  absolutelr  neoes- 
sary  that  you  possess  yourself  of  thiil  money  as  soon  as  posedble,  and 
for  this  pai|K)se  a  ioBrney  to  Tork  irfll  afford,  you  an  opportuiiity  of 
ezereise  which  will  contribute  to  your  health.  The  order  is  lodged 
at  the  Treasury  Board,  where  you  will  please  to  apply  for  it. 

AA  a  friend,  I  much  fear  that  this  business  wiU  interfere  with  the 
necessary  care  of  your  &mily>  in  their  removal  to  this  oity,  but  the 
distress  of  the  Commissioners  for  purchasing  Cloathing  is  such  «i 
must  move  compassion  in  the  hardest  heart. 
'  The  enclosed  order  of  Council  will  authorise  you  to  receive  the 
money  above  mentioned. 

My  fiunily  arrived  here  on  Sunday  aftemoov  k  good  heaUk . 
I  am,  affectionately, 

Your  Fr*^  &  rery  hm'ble  servant, 

T.  M. 
Directed^  ' 

To  David  Bitienhouse,  Esq%  Treasurer. 


BoA&D  o»  War  to  CotriJcit,  1778. 

The  Board  of  War  are  about  ooneerting  Measures  for  the  Defirace 
of  the  Frontiers  of  this  State,  k  would  be  glad  to  oottfer  at  fieneral 
Arnold's  with  any  members  of  the  Hon.  Covneil  they  think  most 
capable  of  giving  Information  ft  Advice  on  ih«  Subjeet.  The  Board 
wait  the  Answer  of  Council. 

July  14th,  10  O'clock;  A.  M. 
Directed^ 

To  Hon.  Council  of  Pennalvania* 
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Council  to  Boasb  of  War,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  July  15, 1778. 
Oentlemeiii 

The  Council  have  ordered  the  foUowing  number  of  mflittt'mio 
Service  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  viz.. 

From  Northumberland,  300  ) 

From  Lanoaster,   »  .  .  400  [     to  n^ch  to  Sunburj  850. 

From  BerkSy 150  ) 

^Z  NShWton;  :m}  *»»-*»<> ^-'''■ 

FromCu.berl«.d,.  .  800|      ^  „^  ^  Standing  Stoo.  500. 

The  fumifihing  these  several  posts  ^th  ammunition  the  Board  of 
War  are  the  most  conapetent  judges  of,  both  as  to  the  quantity  neoes- 
sary  and  the  ability  of  the  continent  to  afford  a  pleutiid  supplj- 
Directed, 

To  the  Hou'ble  Board  of  War. 


Council  to  Agbnts  of  Fobfsitbd  Ebtatbb,  1778. 

15  July,  1778. 
Gent«, 

Council  have  been  informed  that  you  have  seized  some  8alt,*&jle^ 
haps  other  goods,  not  the  property  of  persons  attainted  by  or  m» 
the  Act  of  Assembly,  in  pursuance  of  wh"*^  you  act,  on  conadentki 
that  this  step  exceeds  your  authority,  k  uMiy,  it  is  to  be  feared,  bring 
you  into  into  the'  predicament  of  Trespass,  you  are  advised  to  defiit 
from  detaining  the  goods  in  question.  Goods  left  behind  or  abstt- 
doned  by  the  British  merchants,  or  others  not  attainted,  or  not  kaotiif 
will  more  regularly  fall  under  the  nodce  of  the  Sher^,  as  the  iges^ 
noticed  &  acknclwledged  by  the  Ooiamou'LaW.  The  safe  line  of  eos- 
dttot  of  every  oflker^  or  i^ont,  is  tolceep  within  his  proper  Duty.  Bj 
this  he  will  avoid  many  inconveniences..  '  <   ' 

Council  will  consider  of  the  case  of  the  possessors  of  the  Sal^i^i 
&  do  therein  as  shall  appear  to  be  proper. ' 

I  am;  &c., 

By  order, 

T.  M.,8ec7. 
Directed^ 
To  the  Agents  for  forfeited  EsUtes  for  City  of  PhOa. 
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Council  to  Wm.  Hbnet.  1778. 

PhUadelphia,  July  15, 1778. 
Sir, 

Tho  OonDoQ  have  ordered  the  laentenante  of  tbe  eonnty  of  Lan- 
easter  and  Berks  to  call  on  ^on  for  what  arms  may  be  necessary  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  militia  now  ordered  into  serrice  from  these 
Connties,  and  if  arms  cannot  be  had  at  Carlisle,  the  Lieut's  of  York 
&  Cumberland  will  also  apply  to  yon  to  make  up  their  defieiencies. 
These  demands  you  will  please  to  comply  with  as  far  as  may  be  in 
your  power. 

The  arrangement  for  the  Frontier  defence  is 
Part  of  Col.  Hartley  reg*  now  in  Philad*  about 
Two  WiomiuK  Companies  (uncertain) 


Militia  from 


Berks, 
Northumberland; 

To  march  to  Sunbury 


100 
100 
400 
150 
800 


1050 

80 

800 

150 

20 

20 

570 

250 
800 
200 

750 

A  yigoroui  attack  on  New  York  is  determined  on  while  tho  French 
fleet  block  np  the  harbour,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  for  success  in 
the  meatfure. 

Yonn  &a 
Dtrectedf 

To  Wm.  Henry.  Esq, 


Part  of  Col.  Hartley's  reg^  now  in  New  Jersey, 
Northampton  Militia,         .... 
Berks  «  .... 

Col.  Kowati's  horse,  .... 

A  small  oomp'y  under  C^.  Batler. 

at  Eaeton 

Col.  Broadhead's  reg*  (perhaps), 
Cumberland  Militia,          .... 
York, 
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Col.  Andrew  Boyd  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

BaGbboiy,  15th  Jaly,  1778. 
Sir, 

Having  this  monmg  mei  with  yeaierdaj's  n^wapaper,  vbicli  cn- 
taina  a  prooUiaalioii  f coia  the  Sopceaad  Executive  Cowiail  ofleni^ 
»  rewaid  for  Jamea  Fita  Patrick. 

I  apprehend  that  CohacU  either  has  forgot  or  hatii  not  beeaii' 
ibrm^  of  his  partner  Mordecai  Dougherty,  who  hath  alwan  bea 
with  Fitzpatrick  in  his  roberiea,  both  of  men  &  money,  woo  iiti 
stiles  his  lieatenant,  Doagherty  ia,  or  waa  an  inhabitant  of  SuK 
Malborongh  Chester  County,  and  a  O0rtain  Jonathan  Jones  of  the 
same  County  was  at  the  takeine  of  Mr.  Lnchey  and  I  belieie  Eb- 
sign  Borgandine,  sinoe  which  I  have  not  heard  of  him,  bat  Mordeoi 
Pougherty  you  may  be  ashured'is  equaMy  guilty  with  Fits  PatricL 
I  am  with  real 

reapcot  your  Honours 

.  TBiy  n«ta*  Sav?S 

ANiyWBOYP,S.U 
Direci€€fj 
The  Hona«  George  Bryan,  Esq.,' Philadelphia. 


Board  op  War  to  V.  P.  BRtAW,  1778. 

War  Office^  July  16, 1778. 
Sir, 

This  morning  we  received  some  letters  from  Carlisle,  by  which  «c 
find  that  Gen.  M'Intosh  was  informed  of  the  ravi^gea  of  the  lodttu 
at  Wyoming,  in  consequence  of  which  he  ordered  Col.  Brodhead  wA 
his  reg*  up  the  Suscpiehanna,  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  enemj,  i 
encourage  the  militia  to  stand  in  iheir  own  defeoee.  Be  was  erderei 
to  take  some  spare  amunition  with  him.  We  suppose  he  marched  tk 
12th  instant. 

The  inclosed  letter  of  .Gen.  de  Haas,  we  send  for  yourperM 
We  propose  desiring  him  to  march  with  all  the  men  hjs  can  collect, 
&  to  give  him  orders  to  draw  amunition  &  other  neoessartesfortlie 
purpose.  This  voluntary  offer  of  Gen.  de  Haas  gives  us  great  plei- 
sure,  we  doubt  not  it  will  prove  beneficial,  in  proportion  (o  tke 
numbers  who  join  him;  and  trust  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
Council,  we  wish  indeed  he  had  not  waited  for  orden^  but  maiehed 
immediately  with  all  the  force  he  oould  draw  together,  for  the  ii- 
oursions  of  Indians  are  so  sudden  &  rapid,  that  a  country  most  be 
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exposed  to  utter  devastatioD,  unless  the  militia  rush  out  at  onoe 
where  danger  presses;  without  waiting  the  formal  orders  of  the  8u< 
preme  power,  which  must  unavoidahly  be  attended  with  great  delajs. 
We^reSir,  jvur' 

most  obed*  Servants, 

Bv  order  of  the  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
Directed^ 
TW  Hoa'ble  Oeorfo  Biyan,  Esq.;  Yke  Prosideiit)  Ac 

The  foUoiring  are  the  letters  referred  to  Ke.  1  &  2. 


No.  1. 
Abh.  BcoTt  fr  oiHBBS  TO  Coi..  0.  Orvbb,  1778. 

Oarben  Mffl;  J^j  i2tb,  1778. 
Sir, 

By  Express  w«  recced  yotors  daled  10th  Inst,  to  Cof.  Hunter, 
and  as  tbs  Expnoss  says  he  was  informed  Col.  Hunter  was  at  Harris's 
Perry  turned  baok,  wfaioh  we  made  bold  to  brake  open,  wherein  you 
desire  an  aoeount  The  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland  County  are 
all  fled  but  a  few  men  that  make  a  stand  with  Col.  Hunter  at  8un- 
Imry.  Hie  Wyoaiing  H«a  Turned  out  of  their  fert  and  gatve  the 
Indians  Battle.  There  was  about  400  Men  in  the  aotion  and  but 
about  60  got  off.  This  account  we  have  from  a  Lieutenant  and 
numbers  ofoffioers  that  were  in  the  aotion.  The  Indians  have  killed 
several  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wariour  Run  on  the  West  Branch,  The 
Inhabitants  in  the  uper  part  of  our  County  are  coming  down,  and 
without  immediate  help  in  all  probability  the  greatest  part  of  our 
County  will  suffer.  It  is  a  distressing  time  wilh  the  Inhabitants  of 
Northumberluid  Oomty,  as  mtmben  of  them  had  ^i  time  to  bring 
any  thing  with  them,  not  knowing  where  to  go,  and  destitute  of  the 
neoessaries  of  life  to  subsist  on.  Pray  use  all  the  Interest  you  can 
to  send  up  some  men  to  assist  Col.  Hunter  to  make  a  stand  at 
Sunbury. 

We  are  Sir 

your  hum,  Serv** 

Abram  Scott, 
John  XiBJB, 
William  Poulks, 
John  Qarbeb, 
William  SAamw.  .] 
Excuse  Haste.    » 

N.  B.  Thero  vt  6  Wounded  men  at  this  Flaoe  ftom  Wyomiog..^ 
Directed,  GoL  Gnrtiss  Orubb. 
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No.  2. 
J.  P,  Db  Haas  to  Boabd  of  Wak,  1778. 

Lebanon;  ISth  Jnly^  177S. 

Sir, 

Upon  frequently  bearing  tbat  the  Indians  were  oommitting  mtudos 
&  other  oatfagea  at  Weyoming,  I  desired  Colonel  Gmbb  to  send  aa 
Ezpresa  to  Col.  Honter  to  know  the  certainty,  be  is  returned  fiw 
Oarber's  Mill  above  Harris's  Ferry  &  brings  the  incloa'd  intelligeoee. 

I  won'd  immediately  oppose  them  with  a  nnmber  of  men  which  I 
think  highly  expedient;  bnt  as  no  snob  measure  ought  to  beprowea- 
ted  without  instructions,  I  wou'd  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  let  ne 
know  the  sentiments  of  the  Honble  the  Boi^  of  War  upon  the 
occasion.  If  its  agreeable  send  me  power  to  draw  ammuniUofii 
other  neoessaries  for  the  purpose. 
I  am  Sir,  your 

most  obed^  hble  Ser?*, 

J.  P.  DE  HAAS. 
Directed^ 

On  public  Service. 

The  Honble  Richard  Peters,  Esq.,  Member  of  this  Botfd  of  War, 
PhiUdelpfaia. 


Council  to  Col.  Galbhahh,  1778. 

In  Council; 

Philadelphia,  16^  July,  IHS. 
Sir, 

Colonel  Pickering,  in  the  name  of  the  Board  of  War,  has  thadtj 
oommt^nicated  to  Council  a  Letter  Arom  General  Be  Haas,  ofienog 
his  service  in  leading  out  a  body  of  volunteers  against  the  Indians. 
Council  applaud  the  spirit  of  the  Gentleman  on  this  occasion,  asd 
wish  you  to  give  him  your  utmost  countenance.  They  rejoice  to 
find  an  officer  of  weight  &  experience,  stepping  forth  in  Jthe  deftp* 
of  the  Countnr.  They  judge  it  expedient,  however  to  send  you  tha 
notice  of  it,  diat  such  exertions  may  not  break  in  upon  &  deranp 
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your  duty  as  lienteBant^  by  ooUecting  Corps  out  of  the  Glass  or 
Glasses;  yon  may  have  called  out 
I  am>  Sit; 

Tour  most  obed  ServS 

GEO.  BKTAN, 

Vice  Predd*. 

P.S.  Tour  fiivour  of  the  14%  was  received  this  day,- It  was,  in 
effect,  answeredi  ia  mine  of  the  same  date. 

Directed^ 
Col.  GhJbndth,  Lancaster  Co. 


Council  to  Boabd  of  Wab,  1778. 

In  Gomicil, 

Philadelphia,  July  16, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Council  reoeiye  with  great  satisfiaction,  the  information  con- 
tained in  your  letter  of  this  date,  respecting  the  march  of  Coll. 
Broadhead's  regiment  to  the  support  of  the  good  people  on  the 
Susquehana,  as  there  was  but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
regular  force  ordered  up  that  river  would  not,  under  the  presentr 
dreadful  appr^ensions  of  danger,  be  suflBicient  to  encourage  the 
Militia  to  exert  themselves  in  a  vigorous  defence.  This  prudent  and 
judicious  order  of  Gen.  Mcintosh  does  him  honour,  and  we  hope, 
will  give  a  tolerable  complexion  to  the  lace  of  affairs  in  that  quarter.* 

Oraers  have  been  issued  to  Coll.  Bartram  Galbraith,  Lieutenant 
of  the  County  of  Lancaster,  to  call  out  fbur  hundred  men  of  that 
County.  We  have  some  doubt  of  the  success  of  Oeneral  De  Hftas, 
in  an  attempt  to  raise  Yolunteers  upon  the  present  occatton,  and  in 
our  opinion  it  will  not  be  adviseable  for  him  to  interfere  with  the 
legal  mode  of  calling  out  the  Militia.  If  the  OeneraJ  can,  contrary 
to  our  expectations,  raise  a  body  of  Yolunteers.  it  will  undoubtedly 
be  a  very  acceptable  service  to  the  State,  and  will  most  certi&ly  meet 
with  our  approbation  &  thanks.  Coll.  (Jalbndtl^,  expecting  an  order 
for  calling^  the  Militia,  has  ^takeii  sudi  previous  measures  as  affords ' 
us  a  pleasing  expectation  that  the  order  irill  be  expeditiously  complied. 
with. 

T.  M. 
JXreetedy 
Board  of  War. 
Vol.  VI.— 28 
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GOUirOIL  TO  LlEUTENAKTB,  (ClBOULAB,)  1778. 

In  Counoil, 

PhiladeIplu«,Jiil7l6,im 

Tho  Oonnoil,  confiding  in  your  known  led,  and  your  abiBfoa 
a  general  officeri  have  appointed  you  to  take  the  oommAofl  of  tlit 
fproe  raising  for  the  defence  of  the  Statea  in  the  Keighbomiioodof 
the  river  Susquehanna. 

It  Is  proper  to  acquaint  you  that  Col.  Broadhead'a  retf*,  now  oni 
march  to  Pittsburgh,  is  ordered  by  the^  Board  of  War  to  the  StendiDf 
Stone,  and  we  have  ordered  three  hundred  Militia  from  GuiBbeiU 
&  two  hundred  from  York  Gountv  to  join  them.  Part  of  Col.  Hut- 
ley's  res^,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  men,  are  now  on  their  msA 
to  Snnbuiy,  by  the  way  of  Lancaster  and  Harris's  ferry,tobe  joioe^ 
by  two  companies  lately  rfused  at  Wioming ;  and  Conncii  Ime 
ordered  to  this  post,  four  hundred  militia  from  Lancaster,  three  hoi- 
dred  from  Northumberland,  and  one  hundred  &  fifty  from  B^ 
county.  The  remainder  of  Col.  Hartley's  regiment,  prohably  tM 
eighty  men,  is  ordered  to  maxdi  from  New  Jersey  to  Easton,  w^ 
they  will  join  Ool.  Kpwats^samall  party  of  horse  &  a  small  eomnij 
from  Wyomii^  under  the  command  of  Gp}.  JButteri  and  we  mff 
ordered  one  hundred  ai^d  fifty  men  from  Berks  &  three  linndred  £raa 
Northamptpn  county  to  join  this  force  at  Easton. 

The  !Boiard  of  War  will  furnish  the  nepessajry  supplies  of  ^lovam 
and  ammunition.^  We  are  informed  that  Col.  Hartley's  rpgimeot  ii 
furnished  with  thirty  rounds  of  Cartridges  a  jocmMiptaii  hiveffit^ 
them  beudes  tlu9  quuitity,  ten  thousand  spare  cartridges. 

Th9  rapid  movement  <^  the  enemj  4own  the  riv^  Saaqaebaom 
reqi^res  your  immediate  esertions  to  refel  them,  and  therebjet 
courage  the  inhaoitants  of  the  frontier  to  retun^  hone,  ud  ^ 
secure  our  people,  if  possible  so  as  that  ikej  may  reap  their  harresi 
in  safety.  ;   ;    . 

The  uncertainty  what  moyemants  the  ene^y, will  make,  tendeffii 
impossible  to  giy^  you  aj^y  otbqr  t)^an  Q^n^ral  orders .  fbr  a  yig!^ 
exertion  of  yo^ir  whole  force  for  tbe  Qecmity  ^f  the  people;  ^^ 
confide  that  your  good  unders^ndi^g  will  improve  every  oppcrtofi^ 
which  mav  offer  to  the  publiok  jt^Ts^tag^  .       M 

General  Mclntoeiby  jirlip  commands  to  the  westward,  hi^ving  t«^ 
intelligence  of  the  ^vages  of  the  Indians,  has  we  Jnst  now  It^^r 
ordered  CoL  Broadheads  reg*  up  the  Susquehanna  river. 


I 
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Col.  Jacob  Stroum  to  John  Wktzbl,  1778. 

Port  Penn,  July  17th,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  just  now,  by  express,  received  a  letter  from  Judge  Symens,  in- 
formbg  me  that  Coshishton  was  entirely  cut  off  yesterday  morning 
by  a  pareell  of  torys  ft  Indians,  masacreing  all  Men,  woemen  &  chiU 
dren,  Even  those  that  have  been  Captivated  by  them  before  and  dis* 
missed  by  them  with  certain  badges  of  Distinction,  and  their  repu- 
ted friends  they  threatned  to  out  off,  ft  destroy  Peanpeck  this 
mominff,  which  we  expect,  if  they  should  incline  to  come  on  to 
iMinisinks  and  this  place ;  we  shall  be  unable  to  prevent  it,  as  we  are 
but  about  60  men  strong  now  atee^bled,  therefbre  I  must  beg  a  line 
from  you  directing  me  what  to  do,  whether  to  retreat  with  the  inha- 
bitants or  stand  With  a  handful  of  men  to  be  destroyed,  or  whether 
I  can  depend  on  relief,  as  we  cannot  hear  any  thing  of  relief  com- 
ing; if  you,  in  your  wisdom,  should  think  it  Best  for  me  to  make 
«e  good  a  Stand  as  I  can,  I  beg  you  will  in  all  haste  send  me  more 
ammunition,  and  you  tnay  depend  on  my  taking  all  the  care  I  can. 
I  am^  Sir, 

your  humble  Serv^. 

JACOB  STROUDE,  CoK 

P.  S.  I  cannot  moderate  the  Inhabitants  to  continue  much  longer 
without  more  asdstance,  and  I  beg  your  instructions  as  I  have  had 
none  yet  from  you ;  and  I  assure  you  I  think  more  danger  than  I 
apprehend  you  think  of,  and  I  assure  you  I  cannot  Stand  nor  keep 
my  men  here  without  more  assistance. 

J.  S. 
(Copy.) 

John  Nicholson. 


\       JKreciedf 


Letter  from  Colo.  Stroud  to  John  W6tsel|  County  Lt. 


Thos.  Levis  io  CiJimciL,  1778. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Go«uMiil  of  die  Stete  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gent?», 

The  Betum  of  the  Inimical  Persons  that  I  made  to  you  there 
was  a  mistake,  I  aprehend  by  the  Printer,  as  John  Slayter  was  the 
person  Intended  to  be  Published,  ft  John  Taylor  was  Advertised  in 
the  Paper:  As  John  T^ykr  i^  a  friend  to  the  States,  I  think  it  Jus- 
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tice  to  Clear  hia  Gareoter;  Likewise,  Lewis  Tremble  went  to  the 
Enemy  at  Philad.^  he  is  a  farmer  in  the  Township  of  Ridley. 
I  am;  Gent", 

Your  Humble  Servant^ 

THOMAS  LEVIS. 
July  18lh,  1778. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  the  ExecAttiye  Gouneil  of  the  State  of  Pem- 
syhania. 


Council  to  John  M,  Nbsbitt,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  July  18th. 
Sir, 

It  has  been  mentioned  in  Counoil,  that  you  have  it  in  eontem^ 
tion  to  raise  a  vessel,  which  was  left  by  the  >  enemy  near  Le^ 
Island,  at  your  own  risque,  if  the'Gouneil  have  no  objeedon  to  it^ 
and  that  you  will  pay  to  the  State,  if  the  property  be  adjudged  to 
belong  to  it,  such  reasonable  vidue  for  her  as  impartial  and  jndidoos 
men  shall  say  she  is  worth. 

The  Gounoil  consider  the  design  to  be  laudable  and  fully  tppnne 
of  it.  • 

By  order  of  Gounoil^ 

TY  MATLAGK,8ec^iy. 


Mbssagb  of  Capt.  Whitb  Eybs  to  Col.  Gbo.  Mokoah,17T8. 

Capt.  White  Eye's  Message  to  Gol  Geo.  Morgan,  dated  at  Coo^ 
ocking,  July  19, 1778. 

Brother  Tamiened : 

Aooordiug  to  your  Desire  I  spoke  once  more  to  the  Wiandota^W 
am  Sorry  that  I  must  inform  you  that  they  will  not  listen  to  ^ 
which  they  now  haye  told  me  very  plain. 

Brother : 

At  a  Treaty  at  Detroit  the  Nations  have  agn»ed  tiy  fall  on  the  De- 
laware^^  k  the  Wiandots  are  to  make  the  Beginning.  It  is  alvtj* 
said  we  shall  not  listen  to  i|he  Singing  Birds,  but  now  I  have  Va^ 
ed  to  them,  because  I  believe  it  to  be  true.  The  reason  why  I  be- 
lieve it  is,  because  two  youpg  Delawares  have  been  there  at  the 
Treaty,  Saw  the  Tomhawk  handed  to  all  y  Nations,  &  it  wa3  abo 
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given  to  ibem  to  carry  to  me,  whicb  I  have  now  to  expect  soon ;  it 
was  told  at  the  same  Time,  that  whosoever  would  not  take  the  Tom- 
hawk  he  should  be  whipped.  I  told  you  Brothers  before,  that  if  I 
should  not  take  the  Tomhawk  they  would  try  to  force  me  to  it,  and 
now  the  Time  cometh  that  they  will  do  this^  th^efbre  you  to  Consi- 
der and  to  assiflt  me. 
Brother : 

I  have  always  told  you  that  I  shall  hold  fast  to  our  friendship  so 
lon^  as  the. sun  shall  shine  &  the  rivers  run,  &  so  my  Heart  is  yet. 
I  still  hold  fast  to  our  Friendship,  but  you  know  that  I  am  weak  & 
am  in  Need  of  your  assistance ;  if  you  do  not  assist  me  now  as  soon 
as  possible  I  shall  be  ruined  and  destroyed^  but  if  you  will  assist 
me  now  at  this  dangerous  Time,  then  Nobody  will  then  be  able  to 
break  our  Friendship. 

A  white  String  of  Wampum. 
Brother : 

The  Prisoners  which  are  brought  to  Detroit,  by  the  Warriors,  will 
tell  there  all  what  they  know  &  hear ;  they  say  that  I  tell  you  all 
what  passeth  when  Warriors  go  by  here,  or  that  they  heard  I  had 
been  at  the  fort.  I  am  blamed  by  the  Nations  that  I  betray  them, 
therefore  keep  all  what  I  tell  you  Secret;  these  two  Messengers  I 
send  privately,  &  none  of  my  People  knoweth  of  it  but  I,  because 
I  cannot  trust  them,  but  am  glad  that  I  can  inform  you  of  this  by 
these  Messengers.  We  are  afraid  that  the  Boad  between  us  is 
watched  by  the  Warriors,  k  therefore  not  safe  for  Messengers  to  travel, 
but  of  this^the  Messengers  will  be  able  to  give  you  an  account.  Should 
you  want  to  send  a  Message  to  me  some  time  hence,  appoint  a  Day, 
Time  &  Plaoe,  where  car  and  your  Messengers  are  to  meet  one  an- 
other, perhaps  at  Sakank,  ^Beaver  Greek)  or  where  yon  think  pro- 
per, that  we  may  get  Int^gence  from  you,  for  it  is  very  dangerous 
for  your  Messengers  at  this  Time  to  come  out  here;  of  this  let  ine 
Imow  your  mind,  likewise  by  these  Messengers. 
Brother: 

This  is  all  I  have  to  say  this  Time  ;  yoti  can  easily  see  that  I  am 
fri^htned,  and  with  my  People  in  great  danger,  therefore  consider 
and  remember  me,  for  I  rely  intirely  on  your  Hilp  &  Assistance. 


B.  Steveitson,  &o.,  to  T.  Mati.ack,  1778.  ^ 

York,  July  the  20th,  1778. 
Sir, 

We  take  the  opportunity  to  inform  Council  that  we  have  Sold  the 
Personal  Estates  of  James  &  John  Bankins,  the  money  arrising 
from  the  Sales  have  now  in  our  hands,  which  we  will  shortly  trans- 
mit; but  as  James  Bankin  is  Considerably  indebted  in  this  and  Lan- 
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caster  Comity^  would  beg  fortber  instrnetions  from  Coonoil  where 
tbe  ClaimentB  are  to  apply  for  tbeir  money;  and  how  the  acconntB  d 
those  who  have  not  Bonds  or  Notes  ought  to  be  authenticated.  We 
will  shortly  make  proper  Betarns  into  your  office  of  our  ProceediogB. 

We  az6;  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Ser?**. 


fioBT.  Stsvsnsoji, 
Mioh'i.  AaHN; 
James  Naiueb, 
William  Chkbotet, 


►Com" 


To  T.  Matla<^  Esqr. 


Council  to  Board  of  TVab,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  July  20, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Coonoil  just  now  reoed.  your  favour  of  thk  date.  We  is- 
formed  you  of  the  number  of  militia  ordered  out  of  the  aeTenl 
Counties  of  this  atate^  and  the  stations  to  which  they  were  seTonU; 
directed  to  repair,  and  they  expect  that  orders  have  been  of  ooqbi 
issued  by  the  Board  of  War  for  a  aopply  of  asunnnition,  to  these  & 
to  all  Volunteers,  thro'  th6  Commanding  officer,  as  hath  been  ben- 
tofbre  done.  In  addition  to  this  it  appeaxs  to  be  neoessary  to  put 
into  the  hands  of  John  Oarothers,  Esq',  Lieut,  of  the  Oonntj  of 
Cumberland;  in  addition  to  what  has  beten  already  ordered,  about 
half  a  ton  of  Qunpowder ;  and  into  the  hands  of  the  Lientenanls  of 
the  Counties  of  Lancaster,  Berks,  and  Northampton,  about  a  ton, 
to  be  equally  divided  between  them,  with  a  due  proportion  of  letd 
(o  each,  for  the  uso  of  the  militia  who  may  remain  at  home.  Some 
Flints  to  each  will  be  wanted.  The  Lead  heretofore  ordered  to  CoL 
Carothers  we  are  informed  has  not  been  delivered. 

It  appears  that  there  are  arms  enough  in  Northampton  to  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  militia  of  that  county ;  but,  from  the  last  retains 
made  to  Council,  we  dare  not  depend  that  any  considerable  number 
will  remain  after  they  are  supplied;  whatever  this  number  maybe 
will  most  certainly  be  applied  to  use  as  occasion  may  require.  It 
has  been  suggested  to  us  that  W*  Henry,  Esq',  of  Lancaster,  btf 
from  time  to  time  furnished  out  State  arms  to  the  Continental  troope 
until  we  fear  that  he  will  not  have  a  sufficiency  in  his  hands  for  the 
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militia  now  ordered  into  the  field  from  that  Gonnty.    Sboald  this 
prove  to  be  the  eaae  we  diall  be  deficient  in  arms  for  that  (juarter. 

Names  of  the  lieatenanta. 


Lancaster^  Bartram  Qalfaraitii; 
Berks,  Jacob  Morgan, 
Northampton,  John  Weitsel| 


[Esq". 


BoAKD  OP  War  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

War  Office,  Jnlj  20*,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Accounts  from  the  Frontiers  of  this  State  continue  to  be  of 
the  moat  alarmin|(  Nature.  The  Board  have  done  every  thing  in 
their  Power  until  they  know  what  supplies  are  farther  wanted, 
whieh  they  can  only  be  informed  of  by  your  hon'ble  Council.  They 
hate  been  informed  that  the  State  have  at  least  12,000  Stands  of 
Arms  at  Allen  Town,  &  therefore  they  presume  you  will,  if  it  be 
not  already  done,  oider  them  into  tiie  Hands  of  the  Militia,  &  on 
your  Bequest  the  Board  will  direct  the  Commissary  Oeneral  of  M. 
Stores  to  issue  sueh  Quantities  of  Ammunition  as  you  may  think 
proper  to  point  out.  The  Persons  to  reeeive  the  same  you  will  also 
be  pleased  to  mention. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 
with  Respect 

your  very  obedient  Serv*, 

BICHARD  PETERS. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 
Directed^ 
To  Hon.  George  Biyan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  Pennsilvania. 


T.  Matlack  to  Col.  Lambert  Cabwalabbr,  1778. 

Sir, 

D'  Smith  put  into  my  hands  Col^  Nicola's  oertificato  respecting 
P.  Bond,  Esq'.  It  is  unnecessary  to  give  vou  my  sentiments  re- 
specting the  parole,  as  it  does  not  materially  affect  the  question 
which  you  ask. 

If  M'  Bond  should  appear  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
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state,  I  know  of  no  reason  to  suppose  tliat  any  part  of  his  oondaei 
previous  to  the  entering  of  the  enemy  into  the  city  would  be  now 
questioned.  His  leaving  the  city  with  the  enemy,  if  that  wu  the 
case,  he  will  be  capable  of  judging  how  hx  he  can  justify— and  Iw 
will  judge  for  himself  What  are  the  privile^s  to  which  pereons  ixnr 
taking  the  oath  are  entitled.  This  it  seems  is  become  a  law  question 

I  am,  fte., 

T.  M. 

July  22nd,  1778. 
Directed^ 

To  Gol>  Lambert  Cadwallader. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  CouNCfiL,  1778. 

July  22d,  1778. 
Sir, 

M'  Orispin  being  at  loss  whether  he  was  to  issae  my  n&U) 
agreeable  to  the  aliowanoe  given  by  the  state  to  the  Gallies,  or  ty 
allowed  by  Oongresa  to  the  anny,  I  q^plied  to  the  presideat)  wbo 
desired  a  state  of  both  might  be  laid  before  the  Ooanoil.  I  take  the 
liberty  to  trouble  you  with  the  inclosed,  &  beg  joa  will  pnseat 
them  when  the  Councils  leasure  will  permit. 
I  am^  S', 

Your  most  obed.  Serv^, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 

Directed^ 
To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq*-,  Secretary  to  the  Ezecative  Counol 


List  of  State  Navy  Rations, 

10s.     101b  Beef  ^  man  ^  Week. 
3  71b  Bread,  or  61b  Flour,  <$  Man  ^  Week. 

7  1  half  Pint  Rum,  or  in  Lieu  thereof,  1<.  ^  Man  ^  Dsy. 

6    ^d.  Vegetables  ^  Man  ^  Week, 

20».  M, 
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QUAKTITIBS  AND  RaTBS  OF  RATIONS  FBOM  IST  JaN.,  1778. 

llbBeef  orF!fih,or  llbPork, 010 

litb  Bread  or  Flower, 9 

1  Jill  liqaori 6 

Soap, 2i 

Gaiidles^      • 1^ 

£0  2  6 


Obn,  ARMSiaoNa  lo  P&es.  Conqbbss,  1778. 

Carlisle,  Jalj  22d,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  general  Contersation  of  the  Populace  on  the  snbjeot  of  an 
Expedition  againat  Fort  Detroit,  together  with  the  ObsenrationB  of 
some  Preparatives  indicating  such  a  Design,  has  induced  me  to  lay 
before  your  Hon'  a  few  (>>nslderations  relative  to  that  Measare, 
which,  without  farther  apology,  I  wish  to  do  with  equal  Deference 
to  Congreu^  and  Oonfidence  in  the  Candour  of  that  respectable 
Body,  that  my  Meaning  will  be  conoeiv'd  in  no  other  Light  than 
that  of  the  publick  Weal  and  the  Honour  of  the  American  Arms. 

On  the  evident  Discovery  of  the  Indian  Lrruptions,  I  wrote  and 
mddress'd  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State,  in  Congre$$,  some  Weeks 
before  their  Departure  from  York,  a  few  promiscuous  Thoughts  on 
the  Expedience  of  redressing  these  barbarous  Murders  by  carrying 
the  War  into  the  Indian  Country,  (a  Copy  of  which  shall  now  take 
the  Liberty  to  inclose)  and  in  the  Sequel  of  that  Letter  express'd 
an  opinion  against  sending  Troops  to  Detroit  at  present,  founded  on 
the  following  Oonsidenitions. 

The  Distance  from  Carlisle  being  upwards  of  five  hundred  Miles, 
the  Country  mountainous,  and  a  great  Part  of  it  an  inhospitable 
Desart.  The  Waggons  and  Pack  Horses  necessai^  for  the  Convey- 
ance  of  Provisions,  Forage,  Ba^E^^e,  Artillery,  military  and  hospital 
Stores,  Ac,  at  a  time  when  Uiese  Articles  must  be  provided  at  an 
enormous  Rate,  will  incur  a  large  Bxpenoe. 

The  various  Tribes  of  Indians  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  Rout 
from  Fort  Pitt  to  Detroit,  together  with  those  of  the  Invirons  of  that 
Place  being  now  our  Enemies,  or  at  least  a  Majority  of  them,  must 
greatly  embarrass  the  March  of  our  Troops  and  render  their  success 
very  doubtful.    The  Savages,  even  when  they  profess  Friendship^ 

28* 
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have  a  known  Belnotanoe  to  the  Passage  of  an  arm'd  Fone  tW 
their  Goontrj,  and  when  ill  disposed  have  maeh  in  their  Power,  lo 
that  to  reohum  or  subdue,  at  least  a  oonsiderable  Numi>er  of  then 
appears  to  be  reqnbite  in  the  first  Instanoe. 

With  Beffard  to  the  Impertanoe  of  the  Object  itself,  the  Com- 
mitants  inclttsive,  permit  me  to  say  that  in  priasent  GircamstoDM, 
it  is  by  no  Means  adequate  to  the  Risqne  and  Ezpenoe  of  the  Eiito- 
prize,  the  Garrison  probably  not  ezoeeding  three  hundred  Men. 

The  aoquisition  of  military  Stores  tbra  various  Means  of  Dnp- 
pointment,  the  Enemy  oommanding  the  Water  Carriage,  oan  beiio 
great  Induoement.  Detroit  has  by  many  been  oall'd  the  sonroe  of 
all  our  Indian  Bavages,  no  Doubt  that  Place  has  oontribated  to 
these,  but  is  it  not  more  probable  that  the  Agents  of  the  Britttk 
King,  Sncoessors  of  Sir  Wm.  Johnston,  diabollioally  wishing  to  dis- 
tinguish themselves  at  this  peculiar  Crisis— -who  directs  the  Indiu 
Measures,  form  the  delusory  and  1  ving  Speeches,  dictate  and  oompoM 
the  Indian  presents,  the  Time  and  Place  of  Distribution,  &c  Tbai 
these,  with  the  Authority  and  Sanction  of  the  Governor  of  Gaoftdt, 
may  with  much  more  Propriety  be  considered  as  the  Ori^n  of  oor 
Indian  Mischief  in  the  present  Conflict.  Witness  the  AoooaotB  of 
the  Onidas  to  Gmeral  Wcuhington,  who  live  fkr  finom  Detroit,  aid 
the  late  Depredations  on  the  east  Brnnoh  of  the  SasMehsBili) 
chiefly  if  not  wholly  from  that  Influence  in  the  Oiiouit  of  Niagm 
and  tfohnston  Hall. 

It  has  also  been  said  that  a  Possession  of  Detroit  wou'd  p^  ^ 
States  an  entire  Ascendancy  over  the  axQacent  Tribes;  this  opiiuoi 
I  humbly  conceive  for  a  twelte  Month  past,  nor  even  now  «* 
amount  to  no  more  than  a  local  Prejudice.  It  is  the  Meaas  of  Aa* 
cendancy  we  want,  not  Plaees  of  ExertioD.  Am  soon  as  Oos- 
gress  can  spare  Troops  and  command  Goods,  there  will  be  bo  Wa&t 
of  proper  Places— rather  happy  it  is  that  that  Post  has  not  yet  bees 
in  the  Hands  of  the  States  as  they  oou'd  not  posribly  have  retiin'di^ 
which  in  the  Events  of  a  War  and  a  late  AUianee,  may  probaU; 
soon  fall  of  Course. 

Permit  me  only  to  add,  that  the  present  sofiering  State  of  the 
Frontiers,  under  the  tedious  Progress  &  uncertain  Event  of  aa  Ex* 
pedition  against  a  remote  Post,  may  prove  insopporiable,  whiki  their 
more  immediate  Remedy,  by  the  Blessing  of  Ood,  wili  nataiatly  be 
looked  for  in  prudent  and  vigorous  Attacks  against  the  Eneoj  a 
their  respective  Towns,  in  this  service  (whilst  the  oontiaental  AibJ 
is  otherwise  engag'd)  a  proper  Part  of  the  Militia  of  amsdiy  Stitei 
may  more  readily  be  sc^posed  to  join  (}eo.  M(Jntosh,  or  in  a  difc^ 
ent  part  of  the  Country  any  other  Oommaadw,  than  on  the  oeoiiioa 
mentionM  above. 

The  first  and  most  natural  Bzcun^on  wou'd  appear  to  be  up  ^ 
Susquehannah  or  on  a  northern  Direction,  in  Order  to  retnta  tbe 
Visit  of  Mr.  Butler  &  his  Friends,  but  here  we  have  no  Penoo  » 


FRNNSYLVANIA  ABCHIYBS  1778,  659 

qnainttd  with  tfiat  Coontry,  and  its  OireomstaneeS;  of  whidi  Intel-^ 
Bgenoe  »i  tfaia  time  is  much  wanted. 

lam,  &e. 

J.  A. 

The  Honorable  Henry  Laarena. 

A  Cepj. 


BssoLUTiON  ov  CoKa&ESS,  1778. 

In  Congress;  July  23d;  1778. 
BesolVed, 

That  Mr.  Daer,  Mr.  Harvie;  Mr.  Helton,  &  Mr.  Drayton,  in  coii- 
juootion  with  the  oommittee  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Dopreme  Ezecntive  Council  of  the  iState  of  Pennsylvania,  be  author- 
ised to  ascertain  the  property  of  the  goods,  wares  &  merchandize,  in 
possession  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  time 
It  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  viz.,  so  feur  as  to  determine  whether 
any  or  what  part  thereof  may  belong  to  the  Kin^  of  Great  Britain, 
or  to  any  of  his  subjects,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  4th  June 
last^ 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Ooi;,.  Tflos,  Proctor  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778- 

<  Phikdelphia,  24th  July,  1778. 

Sir, 

Whereas,  the  State  Begiment  of  Artillery,  which  I  have  the  ho* 
nor  to  Command,  are  thro'  Casualties  attendant  on  an  Army,  ex- 
ceedingly leduced — and  whereas,  by  Establishment  of  Congress, 
each  Beg^  of  Artillery  are  to  consist  of  Twelve  Companies,  Sixty 
men  eaco,  exclusive  of  Officers,  cannot  at  this  time  produce  more 
than  Two  hundred  fourteen  Men,  Effective  and  non-Effective. 

My  Efforts  to  create  men  to  strengthen  my  Beg^  has  been  my 
constant  Study,  am  therefore  induced  to  inform  you,  that  without 

?f0iiz  particular  Aid  ia^  supplies  of  Money  for  the  purpose  cannot 
urther  perform. 

Many  reasons  prompt  me  to  believe  this  to  be  a  suitable  time  for 
Beeruiting,  and  might  be  crownM  with  success  if  suitably  attended 
to ;  I  therefore  humbly  intreat  the  Hon'ble  the  Executive  Council 
W  djreot  snob  Me^ures  as  the  present  Exigencies  require. 
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-  I  farther  beg  leave  to  inform  jou,  tliat  ik»  Offioen  of  my  Be^ 
labour  under  the  greatest  Difficulties  f<a  the  want  of  Gloathing^  and 
have  it  not  in  their  power  to  remedy  it,  as  no  kind  of  Gloathing  can 
be  purchased  from  Stores  suitable  for  them,  being  seis'd  for  thepab- 
liok  use  bj  the  Clothiei  General*  To  him  I  have  made  frequent  i^ 
plication,  verbally  and  otherwisei  and  in  reply  evasive  Answers,  so 
that  I  conceive  it  useless  to  make  farther  application  to  him.  Ths 
Reg^  of  Artillery  still  continues  under  the  Patronage  of  jour  Hono- 
rable House;  and  to  you  look  for  redress  of  Grievances. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellencies  most 

Obed'ffbleServ*, 

THO.  PEOCTOR, 
Colonel  P.  Artilleiy. 
Directed^ 

The  Hon'ble  George  Bryan^  Esqr.^  Yice  President  of  the  Exeea- 
tive  Council. 


Col.  Daniel  Broadhead  xo  — ^ ^  1778* 

Munoey,  July  24th;  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Ton  have  been  informed  by  General  McTntosh  that  I  was  ordered 
to  Wyoming  to  assist  the  inhabitants  in  repelling  the  enemy,  whi^ 
'  had  invested  that  place.  When  I  arrived  at  Sunbory  I  found  it  was 
too  late  to  be  of  any  Service  to  the  inhabitants  there,  and  mj  orden 
were  so  limitted  that  I  could  not  have  marched  thither,  and  retamed 
BO  as  to  reach  Fort  Pitt  within  the  limitted  time,  therefore  as  I 
found  that  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland  were  flying  and  fled, 
I  determined  to  fix  on  two  principal  posts  and  keep  up  a  line  of 
Scouts  between  them,  but  have- since  found  it  impracticable  on  ac- 
count of  the  inaccessable  mountains  and  thickets.  The  Sconta  are, 
therefore,  at  present  employed  in  watching  the  Indian  patha,  and 
Scouting  so  far  towards  the  different  posts  as  is  practicable.  A  de* 
tachment,  consisting  of  a  major,  two  Captains,  one  Subaltern  and 
eighty  men,  including  Serjeants,  are  posted  at  Briar  creek,  a  little 
below  Nescopeck,  on  the  north  branch  of  the  Susquehanna ;  a  Cap- 
tain and  twenty  five  men  are  detaohed  to  Peims  valley  to  take  Pioai 
at  General  Potters  and  oover  the  harvesters,  which  are  few  in  naoH 
ber,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  at  this  post,  which  is  of  maoh  im- 
portance. Yesterday,  on  b^ing  informed  by  a  small  Scout  that  tlie 
enemy  were  burning  some  of  the  buildings  up  the  west  branch,  aboot 
ten  miles  off,  I  •sent  a  captain  and  thirty  nine  men  to  endeavoor  la 
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intereept  ifaem ;  they  returned  late  last  eyeniiig,  and  tbe  eaptain 
informs  me  that  he  diseovered  several  places  where  the  IndianS| 
abont  ten  in  number,  had  lain,  and  ^nghtered  Swine,  Sheep  and 
cattle,  part  of  the  Swine  were  used  by  the  Savages  and  part  carried 
off.  The  boildings  of  several  of  the  mhabitants  were  burning  when 
the  eaptain  reached  that  place ;  he  pnrsoed  their  traoka  nntu  they 
bad  left  the  purchase  before  he  returned,  but  could  not  come  up 
with  them.  Last  evening  one  of  my  centinels,  at  this  post,  diseov- 
ered an  Indian  approaching  in  a  Sculkin^  manner  towards  him^  and 
at  the  distance  of  a  150  yards  fiijBd  at  bun,  upon  which  the  Indian 
ran  off. 

As  J  have  but  few  days  to  remain  with  the  distrest  people,  my 
anxiety  for  them  is  daily  increased,  and  unless  they  meet  with  timely 
Saccoar,  this  country,  which  is  really  a  fertile  one,  will  undoubtedly 
be  OBoe  more  evacuated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

with  great  regard  and  esteem, 

I>  SIT;  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

DAN'LBROADHEAD. 

P.  S.  Great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  returned  upon  my  ap* 
proaohy  and  am  now  collected  in  large  bodies  reaping  Uittrharvets. 


Qenbhal  ABMSTRONa  TO  V.  p.  Bryan,  1778, 

Carlisle,  24th  July,  1778.    . 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  yours  of  the  6th  Inst,  likewise  your  several 
subsequent  favours  &  agreeable  enclosures,  together  with  that  of 
secretary  MaUaek,  and  beg  you  will  in  return  accept  my  Oordiat 
thanks.  I  cannot  recite  the  dates,  having  put  these  papers  into  the 
hands  of  the  Magistrates  of  the  County,  now  sitting  in  Court,  (who 
have  not  yei  retum'd  them)  as  a  favourabla  opportunity  of  acquaint- 
ing the  people  with  the  situation  of  Council^  and  the  late  exertions 
thereof  on  behalf  of  the  suffering  frontiers,  for  whom  every  thing  ia 
done  that  at  present  could  well  bd  thought  of.  I  wish  how  soon  the 
arrangement  may  take  place,  hopeing  it  may  at  least  be  conducive 
to  the  security  of  some  part  of  the  harvest,  an  important  point.  We 
have  not,  lately,  had  any  thing  very  particular  from  Northumber- 
land, but  expect,  at  least,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Enemy  are 
retired.  There  is  a  report  that  two  persons  have  lately  been  killed 
in  KishaooquUlb,  far  within  the  circle  of  our  guards,  but  hope  it  is 
not  true. 
.  (Hieie  is  some  reasoa  to  beUcTS  that  the  whole  of  the  Indum 
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tribes  hate  not  yet  taken  np  the  Hatchet  agunst  na^  or  an  not 
become  yigorooS;  otherwiae  the  effeeto  wonld  haye  been  wae 
obyiona,  but  that  every  exertion  they  have  made,  and  in  partienlar, 
tfie  heavy  blow  at  Wioming,  is  the  {dain  reaolt  of  British  TirnkDes 
no  one  can  doubt,  the  expedition  being  planed,  eommandedy  and  In 
part,  execnted  by  whites,  their  emmissaries  from  the  neighbenrhced 
of  Niagara  or  Johnston  Hall.  It  is  also  natorsl  to  suppose  the  ex* 
earsion  is  at  the  expenoe  of  Britain,  &  the  phinder  promised  to  tiv 
savages,  which  among  other  reasons  indnces  me  to  believe  they  ass 
lor  a  short  time  returned  to  their  o#n  conntry,  wheiey  in  nH  pnili» 
bility,  they  will  soon  make  up  one  or  more  purtys  for  the  like  pm^ 
poso^-nor  is  it  altogether  visionary  to  believe  that  this  in&noas 
descent  has  been  designed  as  a  stratagem  in  aid  of  the  Britnh  anu^ 
for  the  purpose  of  leading  Congress  more  readily  to  listezi  to  the 
proposals  of  that  nation,  or  at  least  to  prevent  an  inoifftipn  mfom 
their  Country,  by  giving  us  enough  to  do  at  home,  but  in  whatever 
light  the  afiiur  can  be  taken,  it  is  no  state  quarrel,  &  therefore  ondit 
to  be  a  Continental  expenoe.  Congress,  perhaps,  may  take  a  d»- 
tinotion  betwixt  defensive  &  offensive  measures,  the  former  so  gen- 
erally known  to  be  ineffectual,  tho'  dictated  in  part  by  a  sudden 
necesrity  of  saving  die  harvest,  also  to^prevent  devastation  of  O^mntiy 
-<pthese,  too,  are  of  jmhliek  utility,  and  tend  to  prevent  thai  aoan^ 
that  might  readily  injure  the  common  cause. 

Cenenl  Ried  is  a  gentleman  of  great  merit,  &  would  be  an  acqui- 
sition in  Oovemment ;  his  time  of  lif^.  &  many  other  circamstanees 
concuring  for  useful  service,  but  the  duty,  he  may  naturally  think 
he  owes  to  a  young  Family,  will  probably  form  a  severe  eontiast, 
in  which  it  is  really  hard  to  advise. 

Your  very  acceptable  favour  of  the  18th,  just  come  to  hand,  gives 
me  much  ease  in  regard  to  General  Potter,  who  living  in  Northumber- 
land, and  as  I  imma^n  now  in  the  field  with  Yolunteeni  or,  if 
attendmg  his  Harvest,  ready  to  take  it  on  the  first  oecaaion,  tiie 
appointoient  of  Oen^  Leacy  to  a  Command  there  would  sot  have 
been  dligible,  nnd  must  have  been  disatreeaUe  to  the  feeling  el 
Gen^  Leacy  also,  with  whom  as  yon  righUy  observe.  Coll.  Breadheai 
too,  might  have  had  some  altercation,  espedaily  under  the  Iden  of 
VolunteMii,  he  undoubtedly  would.  However^  fbraeeing  what 
would  probably  hapnen  with  Gen^  Potter  &  GoU.  Broadhead  reqpeet- 
ing  the  Command,  k  having  advised  the  sending  of  the  feroepn  to 
that  place,  I  brought  that  matter  to  a  clear  explication  with  the 
Colonel  in  the  presence  of  General  M^^Intosh,  which  wen  to  this 
offset :  In  case  of  Yolunteers  only,  be  their  numbers  what  they  i 
Gen>  Potter  not  being  ordered  out  by  Council  nor  the  Commi 
in-chief.  Coll.  Broadhead  had  no  right,  or  rather  was  oblised 
to  give  up  his  Command,  the'  even  in  that  case,  li  the  Yolnnti 
were  numerous,  gave  it  as  private  opinion  that  in  point  of  prnde 
&  military  compliance,  he  might  give  it  up  to  M'  Potter,  but  in  case 
the  ktter  were  ocderod  out  by  authority  off  Qofecnmont^  at  the  kead 
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of  a  regahr  Militia^  thera  remaiiMd  no  doubt  of  the  propriatj  of  kia 
command,  to  which  the  Oenl.  and  Coll.  Broadhead  both  explicitly 
agfeed,  the  Coll.  also  promising  that  at  any  rate  we  should  hear  of  no 
disputes.  On  the  other  hand,  if  any  considerable  body  of  the  Mili& 
,  slKNild  be  disquiet  or  refuse  that  Command,  no  doubt  where  the 

,  Command  of  a  general  officer  can  be  supposed  necessary,  General 

I  Leacy  must  be  sent.    I  have  thought  that  in  any  offensive  measure, 

,  to  retaliate  the  Conduct  of  Butkr  ft  his  friends  to  the  northward, 

would  wanfantably  be  the  first,  but  know  not  any  person  acquainted 
\  with  that  Country,  or  the  drcumstanoes  thereof,  and  that  that  in- 

telligence*ft  the  preparatory  steps  first  taken,  that  unless  a  general 
officer  from  the  Continental  line  were  appointed,  Oeneral  Pottev 
might  oommand  some  enterprise  to  that  Quarter,  at  least  against 
some  Indian  Town  or  Towns,  if  not  fur  apart^  hopeing  that  such 
militia  as  might  be  engaged  would  not,  on  this  occasion,  make  any 
objections  to  M'  Potter,  and  knowing  as  they  must  do,  that  unless 
some  unknown  necessity  should  arise,  an  effort  of  that  sort  would 
be  impracticable  for  me.  I  shall  endeavour  to  learn  how  his  com- 
'  mand  would  sit,  and  have  by  every  means  been  removing  the  preju- 

dice, as  at  once,  I  think  a  pity  of  the  Man,  and  that  notwithstandinff 
some  mistakes,  he  is  both  disposed  and  capable  of  roidering  sooa 
service  at  this  time.     On  the  Torie  affair  at  Philad*,  that  subject 
^  being  much  out  of  my  way,  I  am  able  to  say  but  little,  only  that  it 

is  an  important  one,  not  only  in  point  of  true  policy  but  that  the 
eyes  of  many  will  be  upon  Oovemment  respecting  it,  and  altho'  I 
'  am  for  the  genend  tine  of  lenity  &  fofviveness,  miScing  as  little  sao- 
lifiee  to  the  passions  ft  prejudices  of  the  populace  as  possible,  and 
fSir  from  condemning  men,  where  it  appears  they  differed  only  in 
mere  politieal  sentiment,  without  giving  any  the  least  aotual  opposi^ 
^  tion  to  us  or  voluntary  aid  to  our  Enemies,  yet  am  of  q>inion  that  a 

c  few  examples  ought  to  be  made  of  the  more  attrocious,  that  in  the 
t  highest  degree  they  ought  to  be  but  fow,  and  with  as  little  delay  as 
t         possible. 

I  I  have  t^ten  the  liberty  of  throwing  out  a  few  considerations  with 

i  regard  to  the  intended  expedition  against  Detroit,  addressed  to  hia 
i  hon^  the  President  of  Congress,  wh^h  if  of  any  weight,  are  against 
I  that  design  at  present,  and  shall  enclose  yon  a  oopy  by  this  or  thd 

I         next  conveyance. 

I  am,  Sir, 
I  with  great  respect, 

Yonr  Most  humble  servt, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa. 

26th.  Coll.  Broadhead  has  been  kind  enough  to  favour  me  with 
letters  of  the  28d  Inst,  relating  to  the  return  of  the  people,  and 
forming  themselves  into  certain  Companies  for  the  security  of  the 
harvest  in  which  he  says  they  do  pretty  welL    He  is  Encamped  at 
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Manoy-— ^eeps  up  a  Patrola*— seiids  forth  floontiag  parties,  0iie-«f 
whom  have  lately  tracked  about  Ten  Indiaiis  io  nQml^ry  until  they  had 
gone  out  of  the  purchase,  meaning,  I  suppose,  up  the  West  Braoeh 
«^found  several  houses  lately  burnt— ^eep,  oatitle  &  swine  killed. 
At  his  own  camp,  as  I  understand  him,  one  &  only  one  Indian  hath 
been  discovered  creeping  up  and  fired  on  by  a  eentinel,  who  then 
ran  off.  There  are  st  present  no  volunteers  with  ColL  Broadhesd, 
the  harvest  requiring  their  attendance.  He  has  sent  an  officer  ft  25 
to  a  Fort  at  Oenend  Potter's,  to  assist  in  that  neighbouchood,  we 
hear  there  are  some  late  murders  committed  betwixt  the  AU^ghsny 
k  the  Laurri  Hills.  It  will  be  intolerable^  I  fear,  to  qtend  the  Fall 
reason  onthe  defisnsive.    It  is  the  best  season  to  annoy  the  Indiana. 

J.  A. 
Directed, 
The  honourable  Geo.  Bryan. . 


Samubl  Wallis  to  Colonel  T.  Matlack,  177&  * 

Munoy,  July  24th,  1778. 

Jbear  Sir, 

• 
I  make  no  doubt  but  yon  have  been  long  before  this  tine  fully 
acquainted  with  the  distressed  situation  of  this  County,  ft  yoa  wiH 
Observe  by  the  Petition  to  Council,  that  Col.  Hunter,  upon  hearing 
of  y*  Melancholy  event  at  Wyoming,  Immediately  call'd  all  the 
Troops  which  were  stationed  at  the  little  stands  through  the  County 
to  the  Town  of  Sunbury ;  this  gave  such  alarm  to  the  Pecqtle  in 

Eneral,  that  even  the  Inhabitants  of  Sunbury  moved  away,  and 
fore  I  reached  that  nlace  with  my  family.  Colonel  Hunter  had 
actually  moved  his  famuy  ft  all  his  Valuable  Effects  away,  ft  was 
himself,  as  well  as  every  Other  Inhabitant  of  that  place,  in  rudinea 
to  fly ;  ft  Confident  I  am  that  the  apearance  of  hiif  a  DoP  Indiaas 
in  that  Neighbourhood  would  have  struck  a  panick  through  the  Con- 
fused Multitude,  that  in  less  than  48  Hours  ther^  would  not  have 
been  10  men  left  in  the  whole  County;  nor  do  I  believe  that  a 
single  family  would  have  been  now  in  the  County  had  not  it  have 
heen  for  the  approach  of  Col  Broadhead;  and  be  assured  that  nnksi 
the  Colonel  with  his  Reg*,  or  some  other  Continental  Troops  can  be 
stationed  amongst  us,  that  the  whole  County  will  be  evacuated  in  a 
very  short  time  i  it  will  be  in  vun  to  amuse  the  People  with  sayinc 
a  single  word  to  them  about  the  Militia,  unless  some  Continoitu 
Troops  are  mixed  with  them.  Such  confusion  has  already  happened 
by  trusting  to  the  Militia  here,  that  I  can  ft  do  declare  for  myadf, 
that  I  wUl  not  stay  a  ringle  moment  longer  than  I  can  help  after 
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being  assured  that  we  are  to  be  protected  by  tbem  only.  We  were 
amiiBed  some  time  ago  with  a  resolve  of  Congress  for  raising  100 
six  months  men  in  this  County^  &  Col.  Hunter  was  pleased  to  assure 
the  Counsil  that  the  men  would  be  readyly  raised,  when  he  at  the 
same  time  knew,  &  was  pleased  to  declare,  in  private  conversation; 
that  it  was  Impossable  to  raise  100  men  amongst  People  so  mncn 
confused  &  alarmed,  ^his  kind  of  Conduct  from  Col.  Hunter,  as 
well  as  a  number  of  our  other  leading  men,  has  brought  us  to  the 
pass  von  now  find  us,  &  unless  some  speedy  Interposition  in  our 
behalf,  I  do  again  with  great  Confidence  assure  you  that  we  shall  be 
no  Longer  a  Feople  in  this  County,  &  when  the  matter  will  end  God 
only  knows.  For  particulars  I  refer  you  to  the  Barir,  Mr.  Pening- 
ton,  who  is  a  man  of  Strict  Integrity,  and  will  enform  you  of  evtsry 
Minute  Circumstance — he  will  Ira  the  Barer  of  a  Petition  from  a 
number  of  the  People  to  Council — ^your  friendlv  assistance  in  getting 
the  prayer  of  that  Petition  Complyed  with  will  bo  rendering  essen- 
tial service  to  this  County,  &  greatly  Obliging  your  ready  friend  & 
very  Hum'l  Serv*, 

SAM*  WALLIS. 

NB.  I  have  not  time  nor  roome  at  present  to  say  a  single  word 
more  toan  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  from  Lancaster, 
&  that  I  shall  pay  a  strict  attention  to  its  contents  as  soon  as  I  possi- 
bly can. 

S.  W. 

DireeUd. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Eaq'r,  in  Philadelphia. 
IP  fitvour  of       ) 
Mr.  Penington.  ) 


6bn*l  James  Potter  to  Vice  Pbbbident  B&tan,  1778. 

Penns  Valley,  July  25thy  1778. 

D'Sir, 

The  Inhabitance  of  this  Valley  are  all  Betumed,  and  Cuting 
there  Greain.  I  left  Sunberry  last  Sunday  afternoon,  Uie  people  are 
Returning  to  all  parts  of  the  County,  altho  I  am  Convinced  the 
will  not  all  Return,  as  there  was  a  great  Number  of  Tenants  who 
will  not  Return.  I  am  in  Hopes  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  Oreain 
will  be  seaved,  the  loss  that  this  County  has  sustained  is  verry 
great  by  Runing  away  in  the  manner  they  did,  I  think  40,000 
pounds  would  not  make  good  the  losses.  Col.  Broadheads  coming 
to  this  Coanty  at  the  time  he  did  will  do  great  service  to  it. 
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I  Oant  Help  Ezptessiag  my  fears  of  the  Inh&bitanee  salting  in 
Cutioff  their  Harvistes,  Uie  Militia  are  so  slow  in  tarniog  out,  the 
6aur£  are  weake^  we  have  in  this  pleaoe  one  Cap*^  two  Sarg^,  25 
men  for  two  forts :  yesterday  evening  two  men  ojf  Gapt'n  Finky'i 
Company,  of  Gol.  ^rodhead's  Beg^t,  went  ont  from  this  place  in  &e 
plains,  a  little  Below  my  fields,  and  met  a  party  of  Indiana,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  in  Number,  whome  they  enniged,  and  on  the  first  fire, 
one  of  the  Soldiers,  named  Thomas  van  I)oran,  was  shot  dead  on  the 
spot,  the  other^  Jacob  'Shedacer,  Ran  about  400  hundred  yard%  and 
was  persuwed  by  one  of  the  Indians,  both  their  guns  were  unl<»ded, 
they  attacked  each  other  with  their  Knives,  our  Oallant  Soldia 
Killed  his  Antagonist ;  Bujb  hard  was  his  feat,  for  after  tfaia  Hard 
won  Yiotory,  for  so  it  really  was,  another  Indian  came  ap  and  shot 
him,  so  that  he  and  the  Indian  that  he  last  Ealled,  lay  within  two 
perch  of  each  other ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  us  that  saw  the  ground, 
that  one  or  two  Indians  was  killed  or  wounded|  where  the  engage- 
ment first  began,  thus  Greatly  Died  our  two  worthey  Soldiers,  and 
sold  their  lives  at  such  a  price  as  no  e&emy  would  be  fond  of  pur- 
chasmg  at — what  Soldier  at  his  Death,  would  not  wish  to  purchase 
such  Lorels  as  is  Justly  due  to  those  brave  men  ?  These  Soldka 
served  with  Gol.  Morgain  in  tiie  last  Gampun. 

These  enemys  are  allways  Taking  off  some  one  or  other,  iida  day 
week  they  Killed  a  man  and  a  woman  near  the  standing  stone,  and 
there  beinff  no  Gaurd  there  it  ooasioned  the  InhaUtance  aU  to  Bua 
away  and  leave  their  Greain,  some  Gut  and  some  not 

The  Distress  of  this  Guntrey  is  great,  and  there  is  no  Beak 
Bemedy  under  Heaven  But  by  Garring  war  in  too  our  Savidge 
enemy's  Guntrey,  you  Gant  conseave  the  pleasure  it  would  give  ma 
to  see  it  dun. 

When  the  Militia  that  the  Gounoal  Has  ordered  out  Come  hew,  I 
will  go  and  station  them  on  the  fmnteers  and  give  them  Orden^  I 
do  not  just  approve  of  the  Orders  that  have  Been  given^  when  it  is 
dun  I  will  let  Gouncal  know  the  Diaposion. 
I  am,  D'  Sir,  your  Host 

Obedient  and  Bespectfnll 

Humble  servant, 

JA«  POTTER 

p.  S.  The  Enemy  in  the  action  with  the  two  Soldiers  left  3  guns, 
two  thomhaks,  &c. 

Directed, 
George  Bryan,  Esq. 
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BoABD  OF  War  to  Yiob  Pbsbidbkt  Brtan,  1778. 

War  Office,  July  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

This  momeBt  tbe  inolosed  letter  came  to  hand.  The  information 
it  contains  shews  the  {necessity  of  hastening  up  the  militia  destined 
for  the  relief  of  y*  frontiers.  It  seems  probable  that  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  are  withdrawn,  k  the  residue  divided  into  small  parties 
that  may  do  infinite  mischief.  Be  so  kind  as  to  return  the  letter 
when  read.  ' 

y  obed*  seryant, 

TIM.  PICKEBINO. 

Directed, 
The  Hon'ble  George  Biyan,  ^q%  Yioe  P^dent,  &o. 


John  Lkshbr  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Oley,  27th  July,  1778. 
Sir, 

By  a  late  Aet  of  General  Assembly  of  this  Oommon-Wealth, 
Commissioners  were  appointed  in  eyery  County  to  purchase  &  collect 
Proyisions  &  Forage,  for  the  better  supplying  the  army  of  the  United 
States ;  In  consequence  thereof,  as  I  was  nominated  one  of  the  com* 
missionem  for  Berks  County,  I  receiyed  InstruotionB  from  Col. 
Jonathan  Mifflin,  who  wasappobted  Superintendant  for  this  distnct, 
in  which  instructions  among  seyeral  other  articles,  I  was  directed  to 
employ  &  engage  two  Millers,  two  Coopers  &  two  men  to  furnish 
Stayes  &  hoop  poles,  which  Persons^were  to  engage  for  one  year,  and 
in  consequence  thereof  shouldjbe  deemed  in  Continental  Seryice  and 
be  absolutely  free  from  all  Militia  duty  for  that  term.  Agreeable 
thereto,  &  directions  from  the  ^Honourable  the  Ezecu^ve  Council, 
authorizing  me  to  employ  such  assistants  &  assistance  as  might  appear 
expedient  for  carrying  on  said  business;  I  employed  a  Miller,  two 
Coopers  &  two  men  to  furnish  hoop  poles  k  Stayes,  on  condition  they 
should  be  free^from  Militia  Seryice,  k  they  haye  been  engaged  in 
that  service  ever  since,  by  which  I  haye  been  enabled  to  fbmish  the 
army  with  a  consideraole  quantity  of  Forage  k  near  800  Barrels  of 
flour  already  sent  off.  But  as  it  happens  that  all  these  Men  are  in 
some  one  or  other  of  the  four  Classes  now  called,  I  find  I  am  under 
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the  necessity  of  letting  them  be  taken  away  to  do  iheir  Tour  of  Ihity 
or  paying  their  fines,  which  at  40  pounds  ^  man,  amonnts  to  a  oon- 
siderable  Sum.  Should  these  men  be  taken  away^it  will  Put  m  total 
stop  to  my  furnishing  the  army  with  any  further  supplies,  will  be  a 
considerable  disappointment  to  me  in  many  respects,  &  more  to  the 
Public,  as  daily  demands  are  made  on  me,  &  will  I  presume  be  eon* 
trary  to  what  I  might  expect  from  Reason  &  the  naturo  of  mj  Elec- 
tions. On  application  to  the  County  Lieutenants  who  Preside  at  the 
Military  Department,  those  Qentlemen  signify  that  as  there  is  no 
particular  Provision  made  in  the  Militia  act  for  exemptin  such  persoBB 
tho'  highly  reasonable,  they  are  not  entirely  free  to  discharge  them, 
but  on  the  least  Item  from  Council  signifying  their  approbation 
therein,  they  would  gladly  acquiese  in  so  Just  &  necessary  a  measure. 

Now  Sir,  as  you  &  the  Honourable  Body  of  which  yoa  are  Pm- 
dent,  have  most  perfect  knowledge  of  every  matter  here  stated,  I  most 
humbly  request,  that  out  of  your  great  goodness,  yon  will  signify 
your  pleasure  herein  to  those  Gentlemen,  or  otherwise  as  joa  in  yoor 
Wisdom  shall  think  proper,  in  order  to  remove  all  Donbts  oonoerniBg 
the  Premises,  for  the  Issue  whereof  I  shall  most  chearfullj  wait, 
fully  Relying  on  the  Candor,  Wisdom  and  Justice  of  your  Honoii> 
able  Body. 

I  would  not  be  thought  hereby  to  have  the  most  distant  wish  of 
screening  any  individual  Person  from  doing  his  Tour  of  Duty,  but 
on  the  conti^ry,  it  is  my  ardent  desire  to  do  my  Country  the  most 
material  Service  in  my  power. 
I  am  Sir,  with  the 

highest  esteem  your  , 

most  obed*  Hum*  Serv*, 

J0HNLB8HER. 
Directed 

To  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  Pteudeat  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 


Board  of  Wab  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

War  Office,  July  29,  1778. 
Sir, 

Before  y*  receipt  of  the  inclosed  papers,  the  Board  k  a  committee 
of  Congress  had  reported  a  resolve  for  continuing  Col.  Hartley's 
reg*  on  the  frontiers  until  the  harvest  was  got  in,  &  the  fears  of  the 
inhabitants  had  subsided,  to  which  Congress  agreed.  We  have  also 
written  to  Col.  Brodhead  desiring  him  to  remain  there  a«  long  as 
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poflfiible  oonsistent  with  his  orders  to  be  fttfort  Pitt  in  season  for  the 
urestem  ezpedidon. 

We  are  Sir, 

your  obed*  Scry**, 

By  order  of  y  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 

Directed^ 

Honble  Gecnrge  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President,  &e. 


Gbn.  Akmbteong  TO  V.  P.  Bbtan,  1778. 

Carlisle,  29«*  July;  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yon  &vonr8  of  the  28'  &  25*^  Inst.,  ineluding  news  papers  are 
come  to  hand,  for  which  I  am  greatly  indebted.  Yestenlav  my 
letters  wrote  at  some  length  went  off  to  yon,  but  for  want  of  a  better 
oonveyanoe,  by  a  person  who  must  take  Reading  in  his  way,  &  cover 
a  copy  of  that  addressed  to  President  Laurens,  the  last  pAregraph 
whereof,  will  coincide  with  your  Ideas  to  the  Northward.  It's  said 
there  is  a  Doctor  at  Sunbury,  whom  the  Enemy  detained  some 
days  at  Wioming  to  dress  their  wounded,  who  says  he  apprehends 
they  yet  keep  possession  of  that  Fort,  that  vsrious  inhabitants  there 
haye  taken  their  protection ;  and  that  400  Senecas  had  set  out  for 
the.West  Branoh  or  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  before  he  was  dismissed^ 
I  hope  the  man  or  his  examination  on  oath  is  sent  to  Town.  I  see 
the  last  has  been  an  extensive  blow,  &-  there  are  a  few  left  for  de« 
tatched  mischief  &  to  act  as  sines  fov  intelligence. 

Beyond  all  question  the  Seneca  Towns  &  others  Northward  ouffht 
to  be  the,  first  mack,  in  sneh  an  expedition  General  Gates  is  right, 
&  wh6n  it  is  formed,  Wioming,  Cbery  Valley,  &c.,  will  be  the  direct 
Bonte  of  such  of  our  Troops  as  march  from  Northnmberlanc^  so  that 
these  on  delbnsive  duty  these,  whether  BegularSi  or  Militia,  will  be 
so  far  on  their  way ;  &  it  is  of  great  importance  that  Congress  have 
guides,  and  good  intelligence  of  that  Country.  Wou'd  the  Onidas 
be  guides,  reeonoitre,  give  intelligence,  &o.  7  their  Clergyman  mieht 

{ick  from  among  them  such  as  might  be  trusted,  .he  going  also, 
ndeed  I  should  immagin  that  for  some  short  time,  that  little  tribe 
will  bf  obUged  to  come  under  the  wing  of  Congress  at  any  rate,  and 
cou'd  wish  their  Minister  were  immediately  sent  for,  I  saw  him 
at  Morristown  &  think  him  valuable.  General  Washington's 
advice  on  the  whole  of  tl^  oceasiOB  wiU  be  v^  proper  to  have, 
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tod  Oeneral  Bled  with  the  materials  he  may  now  be  pos&ened  of 
can  fally  write  him  with  the  conourrenoe  of  Congress  or  the  Board 
of  War.  My  indispobition  since  the  hot  weather  has  prerented  ny 
writing  to  him  of  late. 

There  most  also  be  an  ezcorsion  from  Ft  Pitt,  there  is  time  k 
strength  enough  for  it ;  the  back  Militia  of  the  States  most  be  takn 
under  their  own  officers  for  the  Expedition,  &  will  no  doubt  be  sobjeet 
to  any  chief  Command  that  Congress  shall  think  proper.  Both  Bo&i 
mast  be  pretty  respectable  &  sometimes  capable  of  detaohmeDi 
There  is  no  time  to  lose  to  prepare  Oen.  Mcintosh  for  the  Western 
&  some  other  person  for  the  Northern  attack.  In  my  next  may  saj 
something  on  the  article  of  sostsinsnoe^  as  by  the  haste  <tf  the  besrer 
I  can  only  add  that  I  am^ 

Sir;  yonr  most 

Bcspectfd  humble  JBerv*, 

JOHN  ABMSTBONG. 

JHrecUd. 

On  Public  Sendee. 

The  Honorable  Oeor^e  Bryan,  Esq'';  Vice  President  of  the  Stak 
of  Pennsa.!  Philadelphia. 
Favoured  by  Doctor  McKinzey. 


OouKciL  TO  Fbssident  ov  Cokqebss,  1778. 

PhUikdelphia;  July  20, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Council  of  Penus^rlvania  to  apply  to  jou  for 
blank  Oommissions,  for  private  ships  of  War.    The  six  irhieh  you 
were  pleased  to  forward  are  filled  up,  but  (he  Bond  for  the  last  is 
not  yet  oompleAted,  as  the  G^ntlemefn  who  are  to  sign  are  not  in  the 
City.    The  whole  six  Bonds  shall  be  defiTered  to  you  in  a  few  dajsL 
As  there  is  now  ft  Gehtleman  Waiting  for  a  Commission,  I  shall  tiiuk 
you  for  such  a  numbeflr  M  ycfu  inay  tiiink  to  send  me  immediatdy. 
And  am  with  the  greatest  fespect, 
Sir, 
Tour  most  obedient  ft  vety  humble  SerrS 

T.  M. 
Directed^ 
To  Hon'bl  Henry  Laurens,  Esq.,  Fte«'.,  fte. 
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I 

Council  to  Capt.  Josbph  Blbwbb,  1778. 

Philadelpliia,  July  80, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  Gonticil  obserre  that  there  is  some  good  Timothy-grass  on 
Mud-island,  whioh  if  neglected  will  perish.  They  recommend  it  to 
yon  to  give  notice  to  snoh  persons  (by  writing  or  otherwise)  as  you 
shall  judge  likely  to  purchase  it,  and  dell  it  for  such  reasonable 
prioe  as  yon  ean  obtain  for  it,  and  credit  the  state  w*^  the  money. 

I  am  lespeetfullj 

Yours,  &o., 

T.  MATLACK,  Scoy 


MoKd.  Gbbard  so  Gongbbss,  1778. 

Translation  from  the  original  letter  of  Monsr.  Gerard,  1778. 

His  Excellency  M.  the  Count  IKEstaing,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  most  Christian  Majesties  Forces  on  the  Coast  of  North  America, 
baying  sent  her^,  itt  the  disposal  of  the  underwritten,  Mr.  William 
Btraker,  taken  on  board  the  English  Ship  the  Lord  How,  as  well  as 
Fiye  Ndgro  slaves  he  had  with  him,  H^s  most  Christian  Majesties 
Minister  has  the  Honour  to  desire  Congress  will  please  to  ^ve 
immediate  Orders  that  the  said  William  Straker  may  be  put  into 
Prison,  and  theft  kept  and  treated  ab  i$  osiud  with  Prisoners  of  his 
Qondition,  And  that  his  five  negro  slaves  be  delivered  to  the  disposal 
of  the  mderwitten. 

GERARD.* 

At  Philadelphia,  July  80, 1778. 
Indoned,,  . 

Read  80  Juljr,  1778.    Referrod  to  board  of  War. 

*  8e«  Aag,  e,  (post^)  also  Colon.  Beo.,  ToL  ZI.,  p.  558. 
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Bbsolutioks  op  Congress,  1778. 

In  Gongrefls,  August  Ist,  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  Slat  Jnlj  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  wp- 
senting  that  ''pursaant  to  the  orders  of  CoDgresB,  Gomelins  Sween 
has  been  secured  in  such  mauner  as  the  board  deemed  saffidnt, 
while  it  remained  in  a  degree  doubtful  whether  or  not  he  had  been 
guilty  of  frauds  against  the  States ;  that  the  matter  bdng  now 
reduced  to  a  certainty,  &  the  sums  deficient  amounting  to  mioj 
thousand  pounds,  the  board  are  uneasy  at  his  remaining  guarded  oolj 
by  sentries,  and  those  of  raw  troops.''    Whereupon 

Ordered,  That  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy  commissary  general  of 
military  stores,  now  in  custody  by-order  of  this  House,  be  imme- 
diately closely  confined  in  the  public  goal  within  this  ci^,  and  tbt 
he  be  charged  with  mal-conduct  in  his  said  office,  generally  and  po- 
ticularly  with  the  crime  of  forgery. 

Ordered  that  the  executiye  ooundLof  the  State  of  PennsylTuii 
be  requested  to  direct  the  keepers  of  their  goal  to  recei?6  into 
custody  and  safely  keep  the  said  Cornelius  Sweers. 

Extract  from  the  minutee. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec*;. 


Samuel  Rba  to  Council,  1778. 

Mount  bethel,  Northampton  County, 
August  the  1st)  Anno  Dom.^  1778. 
Sir, 

I  send  you  herein  indosed  the  Names  of  those  that  are  sappoHl 
to  have  Gone  to  the  Inemy,  who  have  not  yet  been  Cal'd  npnt  ^ 
Proclamation ;  and  also  my  certificate  of  havingtaken  the  Oacb  « 
Office^  and  an  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Jacob  Wood,  which  I  btve 
Ceized  upon.  I  should  be  glad  of  a  few  lines  from  Council,  vi^ 
Directions  of  what  shall  be  Done  With  the  Estates,  Real  and  Penoiul} 
and  the  fiftmilvs  of  those  that  is  supnosed  to  have  Gone  to  Join  tiie 
Enemy^  and  Jiave  noty^  been  Caird  upon  by  the  ProolamatioO' 
As  the  Effects  may  be  squandered  away  before  the  Certaistj^ 
known.  I  have  fao  Return  (bo  make  of  any  Ceizores  by  an  order  of 
the  late  Council  of  Safety. 

I  am.  Sir, 

With  Respect, 

Yours,  &c.; 

SAML.  BEA. 
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N.  B.    I  have  also  Seized  upon  Twenty  ponndB  of  Gash  in  ihe 
hands  of  the  Oonstabloi  A  Late  ihe  property  of  Joseph  Staokhonse, 
Jun.y  who  haih  been  Cal'd  np<m  by  I^lamation,  upon  which  I 
understand  there  is  Lawful  Olaims. 
IHreetedf 

On  Pnblick  Seryioe. 

To  nmothy  Matladr,  Seetetary  in  Philadelphia. 


Thomas  Soon  to  T.  Matlace,  1778. 

Westmoreland,  Avgnst  Ist,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yarioiis  are  the  Beports  I  have  heard  since  I  left  yon,  respecting 
the  movements  of  the  armys,  Ac.,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  gether 
any  welt  authenticated  aco^.  My  anxiety  on  this  score,  and  uiowl- 
edfle  of  your  readiness  to  obligs,  excites  me  to  b^  you  will  send  me 
H  short  history  of  what  hath  hapened  since  the  evacuation  of  Philad% 
together  with  the  present  state  of  afiedrs,  or  general  face  of  things* 
The  way  of  conveyanoe  which  I  would  propose  at  nresent,  is  by  Mr. 
Baile/s,  in  Lancaster,  where  if  you  can  send  it  in  25  days,  from  this 
dnte,  it  will  oome  to  my  hand  immediately  .by  the  bearer  hereof  on 
bis  return. 

The  Indians  have  made  several  breaches  on  the  inhabitants  of  late 
in  diferest  parts  of  this  country.  Cap^  Miller,  of  the  8th  Penn* 
Begi*,  with  a  party  of  nine  men,  chiefly  Continental  soldiers,  were 
Bringing  grain  from  the  Neighbourhood  to  a  Fort  called  Fort  Hand, 
about  14  miles  North  id  Hanaas  Tovn,  on  the  seventh,  of  last  month, 
and  on  their  return  were  soiprised  1^  a  party  of  Indians,  who  lay  in 
wait  for  them,  and  killed  the  Cap<  &  seven  others.  Pray  make  my 
compliments  to  Oouncil,  &  inform  any  of  them  who  would  favour 
me  with  a  line,  of  the  above  opportunity  of  conveyance.  I  expect 
io  see  you  in  October^  and  am,  with  gfeat  respect. 
Sir, 

Your  most  obed*. 

Humble  Servant, 

THO.  SCOTT. 
DirecUd^ 

To  Timothy  Madaok,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Council,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Vol.  VI— 29 
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Col.  Thomas  Habtlet  to  Council,  1778. 

Gentlemeiii 

I  oame  here  a  few  Days  since  with  t  Detachment  of  myReghnaii 
and  some  Militia. 

Gen*  Dehaas  had  come  np  (I  presume)  with  an  Intention  of  assiit- 
ing  and  supporting  the  People.  He  bad  detached  sundry  ptrtji  of 
Militia  to  protect  the  Inhabitants. 

Upon  my  arrival  I  have  taken,  the  Command.  Upwards  of  200 
Militia  have  came  to  Sunburey.  I  shall  dispose  of  the  Regolan  ud 
Militia  to  the  best  advantage,  and  shall  give  the  Country  every  lop- 
port  and  assistance  in  my  rower* 

Four  fifths  of  the  InhabiUnts  fled  with  such  EflFects  as  they  toM 
carry  from  this  Counti^.  Many  of  the  men  are  returning,  bat  vnlesi 
I  can  support  four  or  five  Posts  between  the  Great  Island  and  fishing 
*  Creek,  I  rear  few  of  tl>e  women  will  return  again  to  th^  fornier 
Habitations.  A  most  extraordinary  panic  seems  to  have  struck  the 
People. 

The  Wyoming  Settlement  is  almost  totally  destroyed.  The  nori 
of  the  surviving  Inhabitants  have  fled  to  Connecticut^  or  are  lov 
removing  as  Paupers  to  that  state.  There  is  no  prospect  of  tbar 
returning  or  reestablishing  themselves  at  Wyoming  this  Pall.  But 
much  may  be  done  in  Favour  of  thb  County.  Nothing  shall  U 
wanting  on  my  Part 

The  two  Wyoming  Companies  were  to  have  joined  me  here  aooori- 
ing  to  my  Instructions,  They  are  now  in  Northampton  Goantj, 
where  there  is  also  a  Detachment  of  my  Regiment  I  have  applied 
to  the  Board  of  War  for  the  Detachment  of  my  Regiment  in  Nortk' 
ampton  to  join  mo,  and  the  two  Wyoming  Companies  to  rena^ 
there. 

This  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  great  advantage.  I  would  kop 
this  Application  will  be  secconded  by  the  Council.  The  Danger  ii 
Northampton  is  not  so  great  The  Posts  I  would  maintain  woald  ii 
a  great  measure  cover  the  Frontiers  of  this  and  Cumberland  Ooonties. 
The  Detachment  of  my  Regiment  would  be  more  useful  to  ne  thin 
the  two  Companies^  though  they  do  not  differ  much  in  Numben. 
I  am,  with  great  Respect, 
Tour  most  obed't, 

&  most  humlle  Serv*, 

THOS.  HARTLBI. 

Sunbury,  Aug.  the  1st,  1778. 
Direeied, 

On  publick  service. 

To  the  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Philad\ 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1778.  676 

Council  to  John  Lbshke,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  layed  your  Letter  of  the  27th  July  before  Coancil.  They  think 
it  strange  that  yon  are  under  any  difficulty  about  the  Miller,  Gooperai 
&  Stave>hewers  you  mention,  aa,  in  pursuance  of  the  countermand 
of  Congress,  they,  on  the  day  of  last,  did  desire 

you  to  desist  from  the  further  purchase  of  Wheat  and  Flour.  This 
being  the  case,  there  seems  to  be  no  ground  at  present  for  the  diffi- 
culty, nor  no  cause  for  seeking  for  exemption  from  Militia  Duty, 
Besides,  something  like  this  was  debated  in  the  Assembly  not  long 
since,  &  denied ;  judge,  then,  how  ill  it  would  become  Council  to 
suppose  it  a  case  forgotten,  &  countenance  the  dismissing  of  the  men 
in  question. 

I  am^  Sir, 

Y'  most  obed't  Serv*, 

G.  B.,  Vice  Prs*  * 

Philad*,  AugS  1778. 

To  John  Lesher,  Esq',  Oley. 


CoTTKoiL  TO  Mbs.  Gallowat,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  8d  Aug*,  1778. 
Madam, 
I  I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  your  discourse,  which  you  honored 

I        me  with  some  days  sinca  at  your  Aooae;  business  has  prevented  this 
answer  being  earUer  made. 

When  a  lady  marries,  (unless  by  a  special  reserve  of  her  lands  in 
I         the  hands  of  Trustees,  made  before  the  contract,)  the  use  and  pro- 
I         fits  of  the  real  estate  belonging  to  her  rests  in  her  husband  for  and 
I         during  their  joint  lives,  and  if  children  be  bom  then  for  his  life. 
\        This  estate,  so  acquired  by  wedlock,  the  gentleman  can  sell.  It  may 
I         be  seised  by  creditors  and  applied  to  their  relief;  And  it  may  be  lost 
by  attaint,  and  then  it  devolves  to  the  publick  as  a  forfeiture.  But 
the  moment  the  husband  dies  it  returns  to  the  widow,  or  if  she  be 
deceased  to  her  children  or  other  heirs.    This,  the  Gkntlemen  of  the 
law,  say  is  the  case,  as  well  here  as  in  Endand.     However,  they 
remark  that  corruption  of  blood,  which  in  Europe  destroys  the  he« 
rotable  capacity  of  the  children,  and  dves  a  lathers  lands  to  the 
State,  even  where  he  is  only  tenant  for  life,  is  abolished  in  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  and  further,  that  in  every  case  of  Attaint  for  treason,  support 
for  the  wife  and  children  shall  be  awarded  by  the  JudjKes  of  the  Su* 
preme  Court^  out  of  the  estate  of  the  husband.    What  may  be 

*  See  pages  607, 422, 431,  437. 
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thought  proper  ul  jour  caao  I  profess  myself  very  ignonnt,  jet  iiti 
probable  it  will  be  meet  conrenient  for  yoa  and  the  pnbUck  too, 
that  each  allowance  be  made  oat  of  the  paternal  estate,  lost  by  joo, 
for  the  nnoertain  term  of  Mr.  Chdloways  natural  life. 

No  one  can  more  repot  the  oecasioB  of  thb  cemmuniesto,  p 
believe  me  to  be^ 

Madaffly. 

Tour  most  obedient  Serrant, 

Signed^  GEOBOEBBTAN. 

To  Mrs.  Oallowflfy. 

Copy. 


Jahks  TouNa  so  Col.  Mxilchiob,  1778. 

Philad*,  4th  Aug^,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  reoeiy'd  your  application  for  four  Waggons  or  Carts  to  hnl 
Wood  for  the  Barrack  Masters  Department.  I  am  to  inform  yoa  tb( 
by  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  this  State^  that  all  applications  to  me  for 
Waggons  are  to  be  made  by  the  Quarter  Master  (}eneral|  or  on  the 
demands  of  the  Honb.  Congress,  the  Snpceme  Bseentive  CooDcili 
Ac.,  in  sudden  emergencies,  I  therefore  cannot  give  any  Orden  to 
supply  your  Department^ Waggons  cannot  be  got  to  supply  the 
great  demands  made  on  me  for  the  Army, 
lam, 

YourObed^SerT", 

JAMES  YOUNO>  W.  M.  0.,P. 

,  Col^  Melohior,  B.  M.  GenK    Present. 


Col.  Prootor  to  Board  of  War,  1778. 

PhiladelpUa,  August  the  4th,  1778. 
(Copy.) 

Gentlemen : 

The  Oooa33<m  of  mfpresentaddress  to  you  is  from  the  frequeo? 
of  being  sollicited  and  importuned  by  the  Officers  of  my  BattallioO] 
to  fill  up  the  several  promotions  that  stand  open  fbr  them  a  conside- 
rable time  past,  I  therefore  beg  leare  to  present  you  with  a  Jos' 
State  of  the  promotions  that  should  have  taken  place  at  the  seTextl 
times  they  became  Yaaaott,  in  order  that  ypur  honourable  Board  ii»7 
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give  io  tliose  Senior  Officers  who  Merited  as  a  reward  of  their  Ser- 
vices, the  doing  of  wfaieh  at  time  will  fully  prevent  several  resig- 
nationsy  Intended  bj  some  of  my  best  Officers  who  Experience  a 
too  Scanty  subsistancOi  cannot  support  the  dignity  of  their  Stations 
us  gentlemen,  oeoaeioii^il  o^ij  by  the  dearness  of  every  Axtide  they 
.atand  in  need  to  porohaae. 

Fartiker,  the  present  state  of  the  Battallion  of  Artillery  I  have 
the  honour  to  oommand,  bein^  at  this  time  nednoed  to  only  Two 
hundred  and  twenty  Effective  «  non-eSeotive,  (Officers  included,) 
Not  havine  the  advantage  of  sending  officers  rearoiting  since  July, 
1777,  as  the  other  Battallions  of  Artillery  had -done.  General  Knox 
having  informed  me  that  recruits  would  be  provided  for  me  by  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  the  BattalUon  was  raised  for  its  defence, 
but  have  to  ^is  time  received  no  supplies  of  that  nature.  Since  my  > 
arrival  here  I  have  made  application  to  the  Bxecutive  Ooancil  for 
Monies  to  recruit  men  to  fill  up  my  Battallion.  I  had  but  a  Verbal 
answer,  which  gave  me  to  understand  my  Battallion  was  not  consi- 
dered in  their  Quota,  Colonel  Hartley  having  come  m  with  his  Regi- 
ment to  fill  up  the  last  number  the  required  for  the  State.  At  this 
time  I  have  the  Purest  prospeeiiiM'Vecruitinfl;  men,  and  have  been  in 
that  point  very  sucoessfull  since  I  arrived  in  this  City,  and  tho'  I  have 
ever  made  it  my  endeavour  to  create  Numbers  in  my  Battallion, 
muslk  dedst  for  a  flOflaon,  untiti  BuppUed  with  Cash  for  the  purpose, 
having  Expended  all  the  Monies  I  could  furnish  for  the  business  of 
fieemittog. 

The  Honourable  Board  of  War  taking  £he  premises  into  oonsid^ 
xatitOLy  will  order  sucb  sedress  as  is  necessary. 
I  $m  with  due  respect^ 

your  Honours  most  obd* 

and  H'ble  Serp«, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR, 
Col.  Pennsylv*  ArtHlexy; 

The  Henoufable  the  Board  of  War 

tot  the  States  of  America. 


OoiCMITTn  07  OON0E3reS  ro  COUKOIL,  1778. 

Kess^  Raehard  H.  Lee  and  S«ttnel  Adazns,  a  Committee  of  Oon- 

r^s,  present  their  respectfnll  Comp^"  to  the  Hon.  the  Vice  Preadenft 
CouneHof  the  State  of  Penn^hrania,  and  beg  the  favor  of  them 
to  order  a  suffident  nnmber  of  Peace  Officers  to  prev^ent  any  Inter- 
ruption of  the  Minister  of  FranoOi  in  his  P^uuuige  to  and  from  the 
Congress  Chamber,  this  day.* 
Aug.  6th,  1778. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  j).  548.    For  an  account  of  bis  reception  see 
Beg.  Peui'a,  YoL  IV.,  p.  f03. 
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LoDiCE  Spbogbll  to  T.  Matlaok,  1778. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  io  Order  of  Coundll,  I  have  endeayoared  to  oompkai 
a  Master  of  the  Pennsyl.  State  Fleet,  bat  as  jet  find  it  impraeti- 
eable,  am  obliged  to  allow  them  still  longer  time,  some  being  out  of 
town,  and  in  general  so  scattered  aboat,  their  is  a  neoeasity  to  wait 
till  they  coUeot  their  people  together.  Please  to  inform  Connoill  that 
I  will  oompleat  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  wait  upon  them  with  it 
I  am;  Sir, 

Y'  most  bomb.  Serv. 
LOD^K  SPBOGELL,  M.  M.  G.  of  P.* 
Thprsday,  6th  Ang^,  1778. 
Direcied, 
Timothy  Matlackp  Esqr. 


Statb  ov  Facts  Bblatiyb  to  Mb.  Bt&aksk,  1778. 

March,  1772. — I  oame  in  this  City  (Philadelphia)  with  my  wife, 
who  is  a  native  to  this  place. 

In  April,  1772 — ^I  entered  into  Copartnership  with  Mr.  BaddeOy 
B'  to  Mrs.  Straker,  of  this  City,  Merchant,  for  tiie  term  of  seTea 
years,  which  term  is  not  yet  expired. 

In  April,  1775 — I  was  under  the  necessity  of  going  to  Barbados^ 
in  order  to  settle  oar  afiiedrs  there,  which  amounted  to  many  thoosand 
pounds,  &  have  never  yet  been  able  to  make  a  final  settlement. 

Upon  my  finding  matters  relative  to  America  not  likely  to  be  made 
up,  I  concluded  to  return  to  this  place,  where  the  most  of  my  far- 
tune  lay,  &  give  my  mite  towards  Establishing  that  freedom  I  al- 
ways thought  it  Intitled  to. 

Daring  my  stay  abroad  I  have  not  dmwn  my  money  oat  of  the 
Country,  but  have  sent  bills  to  my  partner,  who  has  on  aoooant  of 
the  Company  lent  the  States  near  ten  thousand  pounds,  which  is  now 
in  their  hands. 

I  understood,  before  I  left  Barbados,  I  oou'd  get  out  of  this  city 
io  my  partner,  which  being  my  full  determination,  I  sail'd  from 
thence  in  June  last,  with  my  family  for  Philadelphia,  having  no 
Goods  on  board  but  one  cask  Spiritt  &  one  of  Sugar,  for  family  use. 

During  my  residence  in  Barbados  I  was  frequently  insulted  by  the 

»  See  Col.  Eec.,  VoL  XL,  p.  646.  ' 
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name  of  a  rebelions  rascal,  and  an'attemptto  pull  my  house  down,  my 
books  being  oblig'd  to  be  hid  for  fear  of  their  being  bomt. 

In  respect  to  my  negroes  I  never  used  any  servants  in  my  house, 
but  blacks,  five  I  carried  from  Philadelphia,  and  the  same  quantity 
I  brought  back,  which  Mr.  Coombs,  the  Elder,  can  youoh  for,  as  he 
used  to  receive  the  regular  tax. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  would  beff  leave  to  observe,  I  vested 
part  of  my  property  in  freehold  or  landed  Estate  in  this  Country, 
which  I  yet  hold,  &  ever  looked  on  myself  as  a  Citizen  &  Denizen 
thereof,  and  since  my  arrival  have  complied  with  every  requisite  of 
law  by  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

WM.  STBAKER. 

Philadelplua,  August  6, 1778. 

That  I  had  purchased  a  Vessel  in  order  to  return  to  Philadelphia, 
1>ut  having  sprung  a  Considerable  leak,  makine  three  feet  water  in 
one  hour,  1  took  my  passage  on  board  the  ship  Lord  Howe,  who  in* 
tended  into  New  York,  wUoh  port  I  imagined  a  vessel  might  easily 
l)e  procured  to  transport  myself  &  family  to  my  destin'd  port. 

WM,  STBAKER.* 


Printed  Form  ov  Cbbtificatb  ov  haying  taexk  Oath, 

1778. 

I  do  hereby  Certify,  That  William  Straker,  of  the  City  of  Philad% 
Meroh*,  Hath  voluntarily  taken  and  subscribed  the  Ohith  of  Allegi- 
ance and  Fidelity,  as  directed  by  an  Act  of  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  passed  the  13  th  day  of  June,  A.  D.,  1777.  Witness 
my  hand  and  seal,  the  Sixth  day  of  August,  A.  D.,  1778. 

[ii.  8.1    Jno.  Obd. 

N*.  1493. 


Thb  Deposition  ov  Akohibalb  Hambleton,  1778. 

The  Deposition  of  Archibald  Hambleton,  during  the  time  he  was 
Prisoner  with  James  Fitzpatrick  and  Mordecai  Dougherty.  Tbat  on 
9  day  of  July,  1778,  he,  y«  Deponent  was  Reaping  in  j*  field  of 
James  Shield,  when  y*  s*  Fitzpatrick  and  Dougherty  came  to  them  k 
told  Shield  he  had  bowrowed  his  wach,  a  pair  of  Silver  buckeb  and 
Shoes,  Shield  insisted  he  should  return  them,  but  y*  other  returned 

*  Seepage  671 :  also,  Bee  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  568. 
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for  anBWer  that  depended  on  bis  bebavlor  toaids  him,  and  swore  that 
if  Hambleton  did  not  immediately  surrender  himself  his  ptuoner 
he  would  take  his  life;  he,  y  8*  Hambleton^  waas  taken  by  them  to 
bis  fatherSy  where  y  rob'd  him  of  a  Bifil  Gun,  powder  horn  &  shot 


bouso;  and  Likewise  y  houses  of  all  die  Bebels  in  y  Neigbbom^ 
hood;  that  j«  s'  Fitzpatrick  and  Dougherty  both  threatened  the 
Lives  of  Joseph  Liokey,  Andrew  Michael,  Will'm  Hannah,  John 
Willey,  John  Newby,  Will'm  Donoley,  John  Guninbam;  and  that 
y  B^  deponent  is  affraid  to  Return  home  to  his  lawfidl  bnsineBs  on 
theu  aeeount.  and  further  saith  not 

ARCHIBALD  HAMBLSiTON. 


Gek*  ARU6i»Qm  TO  y.  P.  BaTAV,  177& 

Carlisle,  6A  August,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favours  of  the  29--8Qih  Jjily,  ft  of  the  Ist  List.,  with  tb 
Newspapers,  are  duly  ft  very  thankfully  recM.  Here  we  are  at  pre- 
sent happy  enough  to  have  but  very  little  News.  GolL  Broadhesd, 
with  his  RegS  is  returned  to  this  place  on  his  way  to  Fort  Pitt,  the 
Baggage,  &o.,  having  been  left  here. 

As  an  Excursion  is  to  be  made  into  the  Enemies  Country,  N. 
ward,  by  OolL  Morgan,  ftio.,  I  am  opinion  that  CoU.  Hartleys  ft  the 
Militia,  now  going  out,  are  fully  sufficient  on  the  defensive,  ft  may 
be  able  to  gratify  the  people  of  Cumberland  ft  Northumberland  in 
that  line  of  duty.  The  Northern  Expedition  I  have  much  at  heart, 
and  therefore  wished  Tas  I  think  is  expressed  in  my  last  to  you)  that 
the  Body  proceeding  Dy  the  way  of  Cfherry  Yaley  might  have  been 
joined  by  a  different  Corps,  vis.,  Coll.  Hartleys,  and  a  number  of 
our  Militia,  taken  either  as  Volunteers  for  the  Expedition,  but  sub> 
jeot  to  military  command,  and  exeused  of  their  succeeding  tour 
under  the  Law,  if  they  chose  y*  alternative,  or  by  culling  the  fit 
persons  from  the  Classes  when  drawn  out,  the  residue  to  be  dis- 
charged in  a  few  days  after  tiie  march  of  the  Body-— The  plaoe  of 
rendesvous  at  Wtomingy  or  if  more  convenient^  the  junction  to  be 
formed  still  higher  on  the  Sasquehanah,  at  Tiahoga;  thence  to  pro-/ 
ceed  by  the  most  direct  rout  to  the  Seneca  Towns  as  Hie  first  mark, 
leaving  all  the  inferior  Tribes  to  be  subdued  by  traverse  mfffches,  or 
by  detachment  on  the  return,  or  at  least  t^eir  Villages  ft  produce 
destroyed.  For  this  great  purpose,  together  with  the  notice  to  be 
taken  of  some  whites  who  have  lately  done  ns  much  injury,  not  hm 
than  three  thousand  men,  nnder  a  craod  commander^  onght  to  pene- 
trate that  countryi  in  ordier  to  do  enectual  service,  and  prevent  die 
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neceasity  of  any  farther  effort  on  that  quarter  for  th^  present  season. 

It  may  facilitate  the  boBiaesa  ta  be  able  to  detach  occasionally — a 

Provision  guard,  at  least  with  the  articles  of  flour  &  salt,  ought  to 

remain  at  aome  co^iTenient  station,  erecting  to  themselves  a  small 

fortress,  flodirart  the  return  of  the  troops,  or  reinforce  them  if  re- 

\         quisite.     Guides  are  of  great  consequence,  and  must,  I  presome,  be 

I         takea.from  the  State  of  New  Fork.     A  few  trusty  Qnidas,  if  they 

I         will  undertake,  together  with  a  few  white  men,  may  best  answer  the 

;:        purpose.    Tkot's  of  this  sort,  as  an  entire  stranger  to  the  Country, 

I        are  the  best  I  can  form,  but  fromy  accounts  the  troops  already  sent 

from  our  Axmy,r  jobed  as  tkey  may  be  by  the  New  York  Militia^ 

they  will  probaoly  make  the  effort,  wkhout  time  for,  or  reference  to 

any  fiirther  asaistanee,  but  wou^d  not  be  worse  for  being  joined  hj 

ColL  Hartley  at  least,  provided  they  come  near  Wiomio^    If  any 

of  these  thoughts  ma^  properly  be  suggested  to  the  Boara  of  War, 

or  of  those  contained  m  my  last,  General  Bied,  or  anv  medium- yon 

please  will  bgixy^  that  purpose,  but  there  is  no  time  to  lose. 

With  remect  te  General  Potter,  T  am  of  opinion  he  should  imme- 
diately be  Order'd  to  take  the  Command*  of  the  State  Militiat  on  the 
waters  of  the  Sasquehanah,  provided  the  numbet  amount  to  Six  or 
Seven  hundred  men,  or  upward — at  least  for  some  short  time,  even 
on  the  defensive.  His  situation,  knowledge  of  the  Country,  &c., 
appears  to  ca^l  for  diisu  Ab  to  the  matter  of  doubt  respecting  him, 
it  wiJl  not  b^ivny.  objection  with  the  Militia  now  called,  that  is  the 
1st  &  2d  Classes  of  thb  County,  &  in  case  of  an  excursion  on  the 
#ftinslve  when  olher  Oaseea  may  be  wanted,  if  the  diflieuky  shom'd 
iken  appear,  il  may  be'  beibM^knowa  k  some  expedient  taken,  a9  far 
the  mean  time  1  cannot  see  how  Council  can  weU  avoid  making  him 
the  offer. 

It  were  much  to  be  wished  that  Dr.  Franklin's  favourable  charac- 
ter of  the  Americans  were  littefaUy^  true,  the  ooulerings  are  rather 
Ligh.  It  is,  however,  calculated  for  his  purposes,  t  a  ffood  copy  for 
imitation.  We  have  not  heard  the  name  of  the  Lady  by  whom  the 
offer  was  mj(d0,  fkor  whether.Gen^  Eied  hpis>  madb  it  kAown.  How 
is  your  health  at  present--«re  yon  able  to  ke6p  your  station  thro' 
the  waifn  weather?  Xbe  vexations  things,  but  too  likely  to  happen 
about  this  time,  are  truly  matter  of  regret,  &  the  late  demand  made 
on  Council  for  a  certain  House  is  beyond  my  conception,  but  espe- 
oiaU^  tfae.lanaoe  annexed  ttv  H I  ¥etf  did  well,  Kowe«er,  to  make  it 
knows  to'Oao^mai,  &  Uh  &a{qpy  at  a^cintal  hour  to  beoonteaiieBl  to 
advice* 

I  amy  dear  Sir,,  with  gnat  tiuth^ 

Tqarmbk  oUiffBck  buBfat^Sev^. 

JOHN  \ABMSTRONa. 
One  eppertanitiBa  of  writing  fwor-  benae  rattea  deoUae,  I  milal^ 
lioweifev,  m  ptiaalo  biisiaeHi,iwnte  Mk  Hoga  by  tfaa  ae^  I  wi 
incb  :-'( 

Directed. — ^The  Honourable  Geo.  Bryan. 

29* 
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Col.  Jno,  Pipeb  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Attg»  7th,  1778. 
Honour'  Sir, 

I  Bj  this  opportunity  heg  leave  to  Lay  before  yon  the  Bistreand 
Situation  of  the  frontiers  of  Bedford  County,  from  the  frequent  fo- 
cursions  of  the  Savages  into  our  Settlements,  Have  oblidged  us  to 
call  a  number  of  Militia  upon  duty  to  preyent  the  total  devastadoo 
of  our  Country;  we  are  mutch  distressed  in  this  county  for  want  of  a 
proper  ^Person  apointed  Pay  Master  to  enable  us  to  discharge  this 
unavoidable  but  necessary  fixpenoO;  I  would  therefore  aplj  to  f 
Honour  for  direction  which  is  the  proper  channel  through  irhieh  I 
ought  to^  apply  for  a  suply  of  cash  as  our  distance  from  fort  Pitt 
Benders  it  almost  impossable  to  aply  there  for  every  suply  of  cadi 
that  is  necessary  in  hopes  Sir,  youl  pleas  to  consider  our  Sitnatin 
and  Grant  sutoh  Council  and  Direction  as  to  your  Honour  May  aneir 
mostElligable.  .       *^ 

Am  with  all  Due  respect^ 

your  Honours  moBt 

obed*  Humble  Serv«, 

JOHN  PIPSB. 

P.  S.  I  Beceiv^  an  order  from  the  Board  of  war  Sar  three  hQndicd 
w*  of  Powder  and  Six  hundred  w*  of  Lead  for  the  uae  of  thiseomty. 

JNaPIPBS. 


Dear  Sir, 


Ebw.  Shipmk  to  v.  p.  Betan,  17T«. 

Lancaster,  7th  August,  1778. 


Understanding  by  the  Attorney  General  Mr«  Seifent,  that  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  several  Oomrts  at  Beading  was  vaoaiKt  bj  Mr. 
Bead's  absolutely  declining  to  accept  of  them,  and  having  been  ^mg 
in  that  kind  of  Employment,  I  thought  it  would  be  worth  mj  atten- 
tion to  apply  for  them,  my  i^  prevelitdl  my^ioation  for  the 
offices  m  this  Coubty,  as  llie  times  were  so  troublesome  and  I  could 
not  bustle  about  like  a  young  omd.  But  no#  that  we  aiw  likelT  to 
enjoy  some  tcauiiuilitj,  I  think  I  can  without  nmeh  trouble  eoaftuiwe 
to  execute  such  offices.     Ton  would  much  oblige  me  by  making 
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tion  of  ihifl  matter  to  the  Honourable  the  Conndl  and  using  yonr 
Interest  frith  them  in  my  Favoor. 
lam  D'S'your 

a&etionate  Friend  ft 

most  humble  Sery% 

EDW.  SHIPPBN. 
Directed^ 
The  Honw  Qeorge  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President 


JoKA.  D.  Sbrqiast  to  v.  p.  Brtah,  1778. 

Laneasteri  Augnst  7, 1778. 

Sir, 

Yoa  will  rsooUeot  the  Anziely  wbioh  I  have  often  expressed  to 
liaye  some  fit  person  appointed  to  the  offioe  of  Prothonotary  of  Backs 
Oonnfy;  since  I  have  been  here»  I  have  mentioned  the  subject  to 
0ome  Gentlemen  of  the  Bar  ft  among  others  to  Edward  Bird  Esq., 
of  Beading. 

'  He  tells  me  this  appointment  would  be  acceptable  to  hb  Orand- 
&ther,  the  late  Prothonotary  of  this  Oounty,  Edward  Shippen,  8en% 
Esq'. 

.  It  would  be  absurd  for  me  to  pretend  to  recommend  a  Oentleman 
BO  much  better  known  to  Council  than  to  myself;  but  if  the  office  is 
still  vacatit  I  should  humbly  apprehend  that  it  need  not  an^  longer 
eontinue  so^  as  I  have  authority  to  say  Mr.  Shippen  is  willing  to 
reinove  to  Beadbg  ft  comply  with  every  other  Requisite,  Hr.  Beed 
I  am  told  knows  him  intimatelv ;  He  will  no  doubt  be  consulted. 

Gounoil  I  hope  will  excuse  this  application  upon  a  subject  I  have 
keg  had  at  Hesrt,  ft  believe  me  to  be 
with  Respect  thdr  ft 

your  most  hUe  serv*^ 

JONA.  D.  SERGEANT. 
DirecUd^ 

V,  Pros'*  Bryan. 


/ 
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Board  op  War  to  V.  P  Brtait,  1778. 

War  Office,  Philftdelphia;  ADgart  7, 1778. 
Sb, 

Two  letters  io  you,  one  from  Qen.  Potter,  ihe  other  from  Col 
Hartley,  were  this  morDing  presented  to  the  hoard,  the  ooodool  of 
Gen.  de  Haas  haaU  seema,  oocaaioned  soMe  difiMultjr,  jei  we  beime 
his  Beryices  were  beneficiid ;  Gol.  Hartley  writes  thus,  "Gtoeral  de 
Haas  came  up  here  with  an  intention  of  assisting  and  sopportiog  the 
people,  he  was  useful  in  these  partieulars.  He  gave  direotions  oon- 
oerning  the  militia,  and  those  that  were  atriyed  were  well  diiyoaed 
of  (in  my  opinion)  according  to  my  iD&truotions  I  have  taken  the 
oommand*  The  Gh^nd^s  Milan  tfds  oooaaioir  has  been  of  Mfirantace; 
he  will,  I  believe  as  soon  as  he  is  better  of  the  gout,  return  to  Le- 
banon :  The  Stores  he  furthered  on  from  there  were  much  wraated." 

There  were  we  peroeive,  some  prejudioes  against  Gen.  de  Haas^ 
among  those  with  whom  he  was  to  oo-operate,  of  whioh  we  iters 
tenorant.  He  seem^  too,  to  have  ndstaken  our iateeil&OB  in  wmffodng 
the  letter  of  the  board  mvested  him  wilib  ooeicive  niliCafy  poi 
We  took  the  General  to  be  a  Oficer  of  aUlity  ft  ekperieaee,  U  i 
gined  that  in  a  time  of  siieh  distfesB  his  servioes  might  be  <tf  aieg 
utility  &  gratefully  aooepted  by  the  militia  &  people,  for  whom  he 
voluntarily  made  a  tender  of  them.  Hia retota  wiu  we  traeereaeve 
every  ground  of  eomplaiaf  about  eammaad^  The  eedera  ta>  OoL 
Hartley  to  take  the  command  were  siven  by  Gen.  Arnold,  whe  si 
Well  as  we  had  no  expeetation  at  the  ume,  that  m  Gen.  Offioer  wotald 
be  in  that  quarter. 

We  do  not  order  the  detaohtt*  of  €oL  Hattfeys  leg*  Io  jois  bin, 
because  it  is  not  improbable  the  Whtfe  may  be  reoalleck  by  the  time 
they  would  unfte,  in  case  the  nofthem  expedhion  prooeeds,  Bcoias 
we  do  not  know  what  is  become  <^f  the  Wioming  oemfany  ;  bat  n»> 
peot  it  may  have  marched  to  thai  plaee.  Out  only  wish  is  topvovide 
in  the  best  manner  for  the  seemity  ef  the  frontier ;  end  If  your  oh 
formation  poinfs  to  a  different  disposiiiQSi*  of  the  eottfaental  troopfl^ 
we  shall  be  glad  to  be.«Mde  aequiuoted  wiUi  it 
I  am  Sir,  yeur 

most  obed^  Servant, 

TIM.  PICKEKING- 
Directed^ 

The  Honble  George  Bryan,  Bsq.,  Yioe  President,  &o. 
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Council  to  Ajssbmblt,  1778. 

In  Gooaoil,  ABgnai  7, 1778. ' 

Th«  Oon«il  hav«  thought  it  proper  to  oall  you  to  meet  in  Aanmblj' 
some  weeks  eooner  than  the  day  of  yoar  adjottrame&k  Besides 
h&porUnt  business)  requiring  immediate  attention  whioh  rose  to 
Iheir  tiew,  they  have  been  solicited  by  a  very  eonsiderable  nam"* 
ber  of  the  freemen  of  the  upper  parts  <^  Chester,  to  anticipate  yoor 
intended  sitting. 

The  usual  time  for  holding  the  Oont  of  oyer  A  terminer  &  Goal 
deHvery  ft>r  Philadkelphia  Coonty^  approaching,  it  was  beoome  neeen- 
tery  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  said  Oovrto  at  the  nsoal  plaooi 
to  repeal  '''An  Act  fer  the  better  seeuring  ft  puMshing  persons  ffu^ty 
of  the  ofimes  &  oAnees  therein  mentioned^''  as  tiha*  Law  fixed  the 
trials  of  capital  offenees  eommitted  in.  Bocks;  Philadelphia  ft  Ofaestei^ 
Ooantiesy  at  Laneaster. 

It  is  very  reonisitey  that  the  Admindty  Jnrisdistian  be  establisiied  ; 
and  the  duty  »  power  of  the  Naval  offices  regnlati9d,  A  staading 
law  seems  neoesssary  for  the  election  of  Justica  of  the  peaea^  ft  some 
elfeotnat  mode  of  appointment  should  be  peovidad  m  case  tbs  free« 
holders  deeline  to  ohoosC;  especially  aa  there  may  set  be  2d  6ee« 
holdem  in  some*  districts  disposed'  to  tqpply  for  one.*— A  law  te  validate 
the  aeknowledgemenfe  ft  pvobate  of  deeda,  belbre  nemben  of  the 
former  Oounoil  of  safetyi>  the  Jnatfees  named  in  Oonveation^.ft  the 
fnembertf  of  our  board,  in  the  tm»  when  regnlar  ptoosedtngs  could 
not  be  had|  er  proper  Magistratea  veiy  few,  deserves  your  considera* 
tion. — ^The  miMhiels  aiising  from  the  importation  of  slaves  are  too 
weU  understood  in  Pennaylvaniay  to  permit  reasiaa  te  be  given-  for 
an  increase  of  the  dnty,  or  a  prohibition.  It  is  M^aonaUe  to  eGq)eet 
thatr  the  present  searoity  of  Labourers  will  be  soon  relieved,'  in  a  fat 
prsferaMe  manner,  by  a  flow  of  new  oomere  from  fiurope.  At  the 
same  ttaae,  that  Goanoil  recommend  a  general  oonsideniAienef  the 
fyea  of  officers,  except  those  abeady  impreved,  made  expedient  by  the 
dbpreeialidir  ef  the  paper  onrreney,  they  hint  the  abasement  of  the 
reveliae  arlsng  ifotn  public  He^ses,  ft  the  Exefee,  ft  snmsat  the 
Sttportanee  ef  sopplyii^  the  Treasnry.  A  heavier  fna  on  GHppling« 
houses  wAl  be  necessary  ta  fcntrain  afiendera. 

In  the  Cfowse  of  the  War,  it  has  been  found  nsefnl  te  lay  n  bridge 
across  the  Schoylkiil  at  this  Ci^.  Another  btidga  over  that  river 
was  cMcted  by  Oeneial  Washingtoo  at  Psbfidsaea,  in  this  Oemity* 
And  a  third,  built  by  the  Enemy,  remains  entire.  It  in  worthy  of 
consideration,  how  these  truly  convenient  structures  may  be  rendered 
lastingly  useful.  Xhd  terms  On  whioh  they  nmj  be  passed|.onght  to 
be  settled. 

The  case  of  Aliens,  who  deceased  under  ^the  late  government, 
requires  legislative  interposition.    Many  persons^  natives  of  foreign 
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Ooantries,  had  puroliased  lands  &  hoviaes  in  PennsylTania,  ft  paid  for 
them.  Most  of  these  Estates  have  reoeWed  great  improvement  by 
the  labour  of  the  purchasers  &  their  desoendantSi  yet  throngh  the 
neglect  of,  or  lawful  bur  which  stood  in  way  of  naturalisation,  deep 
flaws  remain  in  Titles  derived  from  families  thus  drcumstaiMed. 
They  ought  to  be  made  valid.  A  law  for  this  purpose,  w»a  fanverly 
passed^  but  disallowed  thro'  the  rind  policy  of  Britain. 

The  necessity  ^  making  a  more  liberal  provision  for  the  Attomej- 
Oeneral,  than  is  at  present  allowed  him,  we  have  already  mentumed 
to  the  honorable  house.  The  dignity  of  Oovemment  requires  tliat 
every  publick  officer  should  be  decently  supported ;  and  at  a  time  when 
the  professors  of  law  are  supposed  to  be  maldng  great  suma  of  money 
by  esponsing  the  Cause  of  the  disaffected,  it  appears  to  be  peonliarly 
hard,  that  the  Gentiemen  who  Virtuously  engage  in  behalf  of  their 
Country,  and  enter  in  publick  office,  should  not  receive  adequate 
Compensation  for  their  services.  The  great  task  which  UHb  upon  the 
Attorney-General  at  this  critical  and  important  period,  when  so  great 
a  number  of  capital  trials  are  coming  before  our  Courts,  appears  to 
Council  to  require  that  one  or  moi»  able  Gentlemen  of  the  law  ahould 
be  retted  for  his  assistattoe.  This  is  the  more  necessary  as  there  is 
every  reason  to  suppose,  that  some  of  the  persons  who  are  charged 
with  treasonable  pfaotices  will  endeavor  to  obtain,  at  any  expenoe,  tiie 
advice  of  the  most  experienced  Oonncil  in  this  and  the  neighboiuiDg 
states.  Thebringinffof  Traitors  to  justice  is  at  all  times  an  object  of 
great  importance,  aid  more  especially  so  in  our  present  cireamstances. 

Besides  these  snbjeoto  of  attention,  which  may  call  for  formal  Acts 
of  Legislatuf  e,  it  is  necessary  to  remind  the  honour*  House  of  BepresP 
of  the  great  necessity  there  is,  that  skillful  auditors  be  appointed 
immediately  to  state  the  Accounts  between  Conmss  &  thie  states— 
The  late  fatal  OaftastK»phe  which  has  befidlen  the  Conneotioat  aetlfen^ 
on  the  Biver  Suaanehanna,  deplorable  as  it  is,  recollects  the  dispntdi 
fiwting  on  w*^  these  sufferers  stood.  Compassion  for  them,  as 
well  as  justice  to  this  State,  require  that  they  be  reminded  oi  the 
precarious  nature  of  their  tenure,  before  they  re-establish  themselves. 
It  will  perhaps  be  not  amiss  to  instruct  the  delegates  of  this  state  in 
Congress,  that  as  soon  as  the  Oopfederation  of  the  United  States  be 
compleated,  they  take  immediate  steps  to  bring  the  Claim  of  Con- 
neeticut  to  land  within  the  Northerly  bounds  of  Fenn's  patent  to 
an  early  hearing  &  adjudication.  It  may  also  be  remarked,  thai  the 
delegates  in  Ck)ngreBB  for  Yii^inia,  were  furnished,  about  thirteen 
months  since,  with  the  remarks  of  the  late  AssemUy,  &  their  offiar  to 
refer  thedispofeooneeming  bouodaries  to  Congress,  &  that  nontfij 
has  been  made.*  . 

'    To  the  honeuzable  house  of  Genenl  AsaMlibly. 
*  See  page  69,  82. 
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Qbhtii.  Abkolb  pbk  Aid  M.  Glabkeon  to  T.  Mailace, 

1778. 

'  HMd  Qoariorsy  Pbilad%  Aug",  8%  '78. 
Sir, 

The  General  has  desired  me  to  inform  yon  that  he  has  hecn 
requested  by  the  Board  of  War  to  inquire  of  you  what  direction  has 
been  given  by  the  Council  respecting  the  demolishing  the  Works 
and  taking  up  the  Platforms. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  hum*'*  serv*, 

M.  CLARK80N,  A.  D.  Camp. 
Dirededf 
To  Timothy  Madaok,  Esq'.  Secretary  to  Council 


BahubIi  Walus  to  T.  Matlace,  1778. 

Muncy  Farm,  Aug*  8%  1778. 
My  Good  Friend, . 

I  reel*  your  letter  by  Hr.  Ptonington  A  rsjoyeed  to  find  that 
die  OouuBel,  aa  w<ril  as  the  Beard  of  War,  are  so  well  disposed 
te  proteot  the  finmliert  at  a  time  of  so  much  ealomity.  Col^  fiartly 
has  arfired  with  the  detaohment  oi  his  Beg*  whieh  you  mention ; 
the  Ool^  has  Visited  our  Neigfabonrbood,  A  is  of  opinion  that  a  stand 
some  where  near  this  plaoe  is  absolutely  neoessaiy,  &  has  laid  out  a 
■mall  Fort  aooordingly.  I  find  that  from  the  attention  payed  to 
this  County  of  late,  partieularly  with  the  Continental  IVoopSi  that 
the  spirit  of  the  people  seems  to  be  returning  to  them }  great  num- 
bers have  retumedi  &  I  hope  the  majority  or  them  will  shortly  get 
Back  to  their  Homes.  CoP  Broadhead's  Beg*  did  great  service;  & 
the  spirited  manner  in  whioh  Col^  Hartly  is  now  acting  will  I  doubt 
not  render  assential  service  to  the  Country..  I  observe  that  the 
Counsel  has  been  pleased  to  order  a  ConsideraVie  number  of  militia 
into  this  County,  amongst  whieh  800  is  ordered  out  into  Immediate 
service  of  the  mUitia  of  this  County.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
kind  of  Intelligence  the  Counsel  hear.  Sure  I  am  that  if  they  had 
been  well  informed  of  the  Distressed,  Distracted  &  Confused  sitoa- 
tion  which  the  people  have  not  yet  recovered  from,  they  would  have 
Judged  it  Impoonble  to  call  800  Troops  of  our  Militia  Immediately 
into  actual  Servioe.  Ezpereance  will  prove  to  you  that  what  I  say 
is  right. 
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^  5  o'clock,  afternoon. — Sinoe  wrighting  the  foregoiog  part  of  this 
letter  we  have  beeir  alarm'd  with  IntelligeBoe  of  a  veapioff  paitj  of 
about  14  being  attaok'd  in  the  field  early  this  morning,  by  a  party 
of  aboQt  twenty  Indians-— two  kill'd  &  soalp'd— one  (the  son  of 
Cap>  Brady)  mort^y  wound  ft  scalped,  &  one  taken  priaonor— 4he 
other  ten  made  their  Escape.  Lurking  partys  of  Indiana  are  eoa- 
stantly  seen  aboot  us.  Several  attempts  have  been  lately  made  to 
take  off  our  Oentenals  in  the  night.  I  shall  be  mueh  obfiged  to  you 
for  a  line  by  the  return  of  the  Express  with  a  news  Fvpet  IndoMd. 
I  am  sincerely  your  ftiend^  tui,, 

SAML.  WALLIS. 
Directed, 

To  Thnoay  Matladr^  Bs^'ji  Philadelphia.  ^ 
^  Express. 


CouHOiL  TO  Dr.  Wm.  Shippkn,  1778. 

Phikd%' August  8»,  1778. 
Sir, 

Beside  the  militia  at  Sunbury  there  are  two  other  bodies  in  Gci^ 
tinental  service  which  will  also  require  a  supply  of  medicine.  One 
body  eoQftisting  of  five  httndred  men.  ai  Standing  stbnai  on  Juniata, 
ht  Bedford  County  ^  the  other  eowristittg  of  Imw  handiud  te^ 
men  at  m  near  fiaaloii^  You  will  therefara  please  to  pay  attenliea 
to  these .  two  bsi^iB  at  the  same  time  that  those  at  Sunfany  ma 
supplied*  The  Ceaooil  wial:  to  know  immadiataly  wbnt  paogpaet 
thsfe  is  of  0Bttio(^  tho  medidaus  to  Susbmy  espeeiaUy^  that  aa 
answer  may  be  given  by  the  express  td  Coli  fiiartteys  appttcatasn. 
Direatedf 

To  Doctor  W*  Shippen,  direotot  General  or  his  deputy. 


CoLONBL  Tl  Habxlbt  TO  BoAKD  OF  Wab^  T17B. 

From  Gapt.  Walker's  Letter  &  the  Infonaation  of  sandrj  otber 
People,  I  find  the  Fact  stands.  tlui%  relating  to  the  a&if  of  jeatag 
day»  near  Loyal  Sock. 

A  Corporal  &  four  men  of  my  Beg S  with  three  MiJdtiay  wess 
ordered  above  Lojal  Sock  about  tiwo  miks,.  to  Oimrd  14  Seapen  k 
Craydlers,  who  were  also  armed,  to  cut  the  min  of  aa  mhappj 
man^  who  had  his  wife  and  four  children  ihuraered  by  the  IndJans* 
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Oq  Friday  they  out  Ike  Greater  part  of  the  Ghfaia,  &  iotended  to 
have  oompleated  the  whole  next  morQiog;  four  of  the  Reapers 
improperly  moved  off  that  night  The  rest  went  to  work  in  the 
morning }  the  GraydlerS|  four  in  number,  by  themseWeSy  near  the 
bouse;  the  Reapers  some  what  Distant.  The  Reapers,  except  young 
Mr.  Brady,  placed  their  Ouns  round  a  tree.  Hr.  Brady  thought 
this  wrong,  k  put  his  gun  some  little  distance  from  the  rest.  The 
morning  was  very  fo^gy.  About  an  Hour  after  Sunrise  the  Reapers 
&  Sdntry  were  surpruied  by  a  number  of  Indians  under  cover  of  the 
Fog.  The  Sentry  retired  towards  the  Reapers;  the  Reapers,  all 
except  young  Mr.  Brady,  began  to  retire  immediately.  Mr.  Brady 
made  towards  the  Riffle ;  he  was  pursued  by  three  Indians,  &  within 
a  few  rods  of  it  was  wounded  by  a  shot ;  he  ran  for  some  distance 
&  then  felL  He  reo*  another  wound  w^  a  sp^r,  was  Tomyhawked 
and  scalped  in  an  Instant  The  sentry  fired  his  Gkn,  but  was  soon 
after,  shot  down,  as  also  a  Militia  man.  Another  Militia  man  is 
missing,  supposed  to  be  killed.  The  Craydlezs,  on  hearing  a  Hollow, 
assended  an  emmenenoe,  &  saw  part  of  this  unhappy  attack.  The 
Indians,  in  a  few  aeoonds  nfiter,  left  the  Field.  The  Corporal  & 
three  Men,  who  were  with  the  Craydlers,  propos'd  to  make  a  stand, 
but  the  others  tiiought  it  Imprudent  Young  Mr.  Brady,  who  ib 
an  exceeding  fine  young  Fellow,  soon  after  rose  and  came  to  the 
House.  A  worthy  man  of  the  name  of  Mr.  Jerome  Yeness^  ven- 
tured to  remain  with  him  &  covered  his  wounds ;  the  other  Craydlers, 
being  acquainted  with  the  Country,  dispersed  and  flad  towards  Wal- 
laces ;  the  Corp'  &  three  men  pushed  right  down  the  road.  At  Loyal 
Sack  they  were  fired  upon  by  a  Party  of  Indians ;  they  returned  the 
fire.  The  Indians  Fled  &  the  Soldiers  retook  two  horses  from  them, 
which  they  carryed  to  Wallaces.  Cap^  Walker,  upon  recei«  notice, 
immediately  marched  after  the  Bnemy,  but  they  had  gained  too 
much  Time;  they  had  retired  to  the  mountains.  Capt  Walker 
crossed  after  Mr.  Brady  in  a  Bier ;  he  is  now  here,  but  there  is  very 
little  hope  of  his  recovery.  There  were  ab^  30  Indians,  and  were 
supposed  to  be  Mingoes.  Tho'  few  men  were  lost  in  the  above 
attack,  yet  we  may  observe  &  infer  that  too  much  caution  cannot  be 
used  in  a  war  with  these  savages.  That  Bravery  &  steadiness  is  of 
use.  The  Firmness  &  Friendship  of  Mr*  Yeness  does  him  great 
Honor. 

T.  M. 

Angust  the  9th^  1778. 


,.An  Exi&aot. 

''  I  have  just  now  infdhnatbn  from  Jacob  Erb  of  some  develish 
practices  carrying  on  by  the  ingrossin^  Yillians  &  others,  to  evade 
the  Act  of  Assembly  respecting  the  Sulls.  He  savs  they  are  busv 
purchasing  Grain  of  all  kinds  in  this  and  the  adjacent  county,  & 
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then  posh  it  aoro88  Sasqnehannah  into  Maryland,  where  Bt3h  in 
set  up  to  distill  into  liquor.  l%ey  offer  the  most  extravagint  Prioei, 
&  if  It  is  not  some  how  pnt  a  stop  to.  they  will  do  immenBe  bub- 
ohieC' 


Lt.  Ool.  Z.  Butlbb  to  GoMMANDiira  Offiokr  at 

SUNBUKY,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  arrived  at  this  place  yesterday  with  abont  20  Cont'l  Troop!,* 
abont  40  Militia.  We  discoyered  two  small  parties  of  Ind*  Jate^ 
day,  ft  fired  at  them,  &  discovered  two  other  partys  this  day ;  f  ht 
nnmber  there  is  about  is  uncertain.  If  your  Honor  should  thiskit 
consistent  to  have  some  part  of  the  Troops,  under  your  Coffi',i^ 
Tance  as  far  up  the  river  as  this  place,  or  as  &r  as  you  should  tliiflk 
proper.  I  think  it  will  be  a  means  of  keeping  the  Savages  to 
murdering  &  robing  the  Inhabitants  of  these  Frontiers,  but  Bort 
submit  it  to  your  own  wisdom,  &  subscribe  myself, 
y'r  mo.  h'ble  serv't, 

Z.BDTLKB,Iit.(!oL 

N.  6.  We  are  short  of  ammxmition. 

Direeiedy 
To  the  Commanding  Officer,  Snnbuiy,  in  Northumberland. 


Col.  J.  Hartley  to  Lt.  Col.  Butleb,  1778. 

Sunbuxy,  August  the  9th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  5^  Instant,  came  to  this  Place  whilst  I  «tf 
up  the  West  Branch,  &  was  forwarded  on  by  Express  to  me.  1 
arrived  here  last  night  and  dispatched  the  Express  to  Bay. 

I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  you  have  coUectea  so  many  men,  k  t^ 
vou  have  been  able  to  make  the  progress  you  mentioned,  I  bImn^ 
be  still  happier  to  hear  you  were  able  to  maintain  your  groood,  u^ 
that  I  was  capable  of  sending  you  a  Reinforcement 

The  Troops  belonging  to  the  Continental  Service  now  with  J^ 
I  had  Instructions  to  order  to  join  me,  but  as  you  seem  to  be  in  > 
fair  way  of  being  of  Service  to  the  IVontecrs,  where  you  ^^^ 
they  are  to  remain  with  you  till  further  orders.    I  undenw 
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Troops  are  marohiDg  from  East  Town  to  support  yoa.  I  hope  tbis 
will  enable  jou  once  more  to  look  the  Enemy  in  the  face,  and  re- 
Tenge  those  cniel  Murders  and  Injuries  your  worthy  Conntiymen 
have  suffered.  I  expect  another  Part  of  my  Keeiment  to  join  me 
every  Day,  and  some  more  Militia.  I  have  established  a  Post  and  a 
Work  is  built,  at  one  Jenkens's  about  biz  miles  below  the  Nisoopeck 
Falb.  There  is  now  a  Garrison  there  which  is  to  be  strengthened 
to-morrow,  when  I  am  reinforced  my  Wish  is  to  extend  our  post  to 
Wioming — Should  you  not  think  yourself  able  to  maintain  yourself 
at  Wioming,  you  are  to  March  your  Troops  to  Jenkens  Fort,  at  the 
Place  I  have  mentioned. 

I  am  ordered  up  to  assist  the  Fronteers,  which  I  shall  do  in  the 
best  manner  I  am  capable ;  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  have  it 
it  in  my  power  to  support  and  maintain  yours. 

The  Enemy  have,  yesterday  morning,  appeared  near  Loyal  Sock| 
on  the  West  Branch,  they  Killed  a  Soldier  of  mine  &  one  Militia 
man,  one  other  is  missing.  Captain  Brady's  son  was  wounded  and 
Scalped,  but  there  are  some  Hopes  of  his  Becovery ;  there  were 
about  30  Indians,  they  were  pursued  but  made  off  towards  the  Moun- 
tains. 

Ton  will  from  lime  to  Time  inform  me  of  any  thins  remarkable 
in  your  Department ;  you  will  receiye  a  Box  of  Oartridges  by  Wm. 
Stewart.    When  you  want  more  let  me  know. 
I  am  with  much  esteem 

Your  most  hum.  Serr*^ 

J.  HARTLEY 
Commd'. 

Direciedf 

To  Lieu*  Ool  Zebulon  Butler,  Command'g  at  Wioming. 


Col.  T.  Haetlbt  to  CotrNoiL.  1778. 

Sunbury,  August  the  10%  1778. 

OentlemeUi 

I  mentioned  in  a  former  note  the  great  Distress  we  were  in  here 
for  want  of  Medicine  Obests  for  the  Militia.  The  small  Quantity 
brought  for  my  own  Regiment,  we  have  obearfully  divided.  The 
Sick  and  wounded  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Militia  have  increased ;  I 
must  beg  the  Council  will  immediately  send  a  Medicine  Chest  to 
Cozea  Town,  Paxton,  from  thence  to  be  forwarded.  There  should 
be  plenty  of  the  principal  articles.  I  might  add  that  y*  few  stores 
I  brought  up  are  exhausted  among  those  with  whom,  I  naturally 
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Jiad  oocasion  to  do  Bnsuiess.  We  are  now  destitate  of  moit  of  h 
ConvenioDoes  of  Life,  bat  we  shall  with  Pleasure  Babmit  to  eieij 
InooDveDieBoey  as  we  have  a  prospect  of  being  useful  to  our  Conntij. 
The  Medicine  Chest,  could  probably  be  forw^ed  by  John  MiM, 
Bsqr.,  A.  D.  Q'  M'  Gen*,  in  the  City. 
I  anil  Gentlemen, 

With  the  greatest  Reepeet^ 
Your  most  obed^ 

&  most  humble  serv*, 

THO'S  HABTLET. 

Direcled. 

To  The  Honourable  BxoatiTO  Coudlof  Uie  State  of  PeBHsjliuii 
.at  Philadelphia. 


•OoL.  T,  Ha-rtlby  to  Cotncil?  1778. 

flunbeny,  10  Aug*,  1T78. 
'Gentlemen, 

In  my  last  to  yon  of  the  2  Inst,  I  mentioned  the  steps  I  bad  ^ 
taken,  &  the  situation  of  these  Frontiers.  Since  then  I  ^'^^ 
posed  of  the  militia  who  have  arrived,  at  different  posts,  for  tbe  m 
teotion  of  the  People.  Every  man  of  my  own  Regf  who  oooid  pos- 
sibly go,  I  have  also  sent  upon  Command. 

We  have  lent  every  aid  to  reap  &  get  in  the  Harvest,  moehnoe 
will  be  saved  than  I  could  possibly  have  imagined. 

Berks  County  has  furnished  its  Quota  of  nulitia.  Itf«^ 
Con*'  has  fallen  far  short.  Northumberland  County  d"*^j 
distressed ;  many  of  the  Inhabitants  fled  &  not  returned,  ooaldiiii^ 
but  few  men  to  act  in  the  general  scale  of  militia.  The  Wjoibii| 
Companies  have  not  joined  me,  nor  have  I  heard  of  the  deteclinK» 
of  my  Reg*  .sent  to  Northampton.  From  ^ese  causes  all  o«r  exe^ 
tions  here  must  fall  short  of  the  services  wanted  by  an  unhappj^ 
intimidated  Frontier.  .  .  , 

My  object,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  was  to  fix  some  prinap 
Frontier  posts,  which  we  were  to  maintidn,  if  possible ;  ft  ff^  ^ 
many  smaller  detachments  for  the  Proteotion  of  partieidtf  le^ 
ments,  aswe  could.  All  the  People  of  the  West  Braoeli^ 
Wallace's  (who  lives  near  Muncy)  bad  fled  &  evacuated  ^^"^  "^ 
jnents^so  on  the  North-IVist  Braneh,  all  above  Nescopeok  Fslb  f^ 
ffone.  I  was  resolved  to  hold  posto  at  both  these  extreaiea,  i^ 
have  an  internusdiate  one  on  the  head  waters  of  Chdesqusqae-^f^ 
had  been  a  small  work  b^gan  near  oae  Jenkinses^  about  fi^^J**  j 
.from  NescopedL  Falls,  near  Brier  Qseek,  this  I  haye  gavti^  ^ 
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have  a  Body  id  the  Forirs  of  Ghelesqnaqne,  but  tlie  left  Hank  on 
the  West  Branch,  which  was  most  exposed,  ft  where  the  matest 
present  danger  appeared,  I  visited,  ft  as  I  before  obserrec^  foand 
all  the  settlements,  above  Wallace's  evaonated,  those  abont  Mnncj 
ft  below,  wavering  &  doubtfoll.  Indians  daily  appearing — no 
women  or  Children  having  ventured  to  return.  The  inhabitants 
Bitrongly  pressed  that  they  should  have  Troops  amongst  them,  ft  that 
some  Fortress  should  be  Built  to  cover  that  part  of  the  Country,  ft 
afford  an  assylmn  to  their  Families  in  case  of  necessity.  Genl. 
Behas  and  several  other  gentlemen  were  with  me,  we  considered  ft 
examined  on  all  sides ;  we  found  none  of  the  Houses  properly  situated 
to  admit  of  a  stockade  Fort  of  any  real  use.  We  found  those  settle^ 
menta  in  Danger,  they  were  usefdll  fh>m  their  Fertility  of  doil,  ft 
the  Industry  of  the  Inhabitants,  besides  beinff  the  Frontfer-^for  if 
these  people  once  gave  way,  there  would  not  be  long  an  Inhabitant 
above  Sunbury  or  Northumberland-^a  valuable  Countiy  would  be 
depopulated  ft  some  thousand  persons  ruined,  added  to  this,  if  the 
settlements  toward  the  Bald  Eagle  ft  great  Ii^nd  were  to  return,  ft 
to  be  covered  ft  supported,  thenf  was  a  necessity  for  a  secure  postf 
about  mid'way.  Upon  the  whole,  we  were  clear  of  opinion  that  a 
Fort  ought  to  be  Built  near  Saml.  Wallace's,  about  two  miles  from* 
Munoy  Creek,  I  therefore,  direeted  ooe  to  be  laid  oat  accordingly, 
a  rough  plan  of  which  I  ^cUse  you.  The  Baytions  are  to  be  built 
of  Fascines  &  clay — if  there  is  not  leasure  to  compleat  the  whole  of 
the  same  materials^  the  Curtains  are  to  be  finished  with  Stokade, 
these;  with  the  Hutts,  will  answer  the  purpose  intended — such  of 
my  men  as  are  there  with  the  militia  ft  Inhabitants,  are  at  work ; 
the  pohUok  will  have  to  pay  but  a  small  expedee^  thoAsaad^'of 
pounds  will  be  saved>  as  well  as  many  Liveft 

It  may  be  said  that  these  Forts  are  of  but  little  Security  to  the 
Inhabitants,  that  Indians  may-  pass  them,  so  it  is  possible,  but  their 
depredations  will  not  be  so  great.  The  Confidence  of  the  People 
will  be  raised  by  the  works,  ft  from  the  begiranng  of  the  works  to 
the  present  time  a  party  has  been  intimidated  by  having  an  Enemy 
in  the  rear,  especially  if  the  latter  wlis  of  m  stqpetior  Force. 

From  the  above  reasons,  ft  considering  tjie  Inclosed  sketch  of 
Paths,  ftca..  compared  with  the  map  of  Pennsylvania,  I  hope  my 
eonduot  will  receive  the  approbation  of  the  Honourable  Council. 

The  savages  have  again  appeared  in  some  sort  of  Force.  I  send 
jott  iuelosed  a  Copy  Coll.  Butler's  letters  to  me,  ft  my  answer,  also 
an  account  of  an  amdr  which  happened  yesterdisiy  morning  about  the 
time  I  left  Wallace's. 

The  Indians  have  gained  so  much,  plunder  ft  have  met  with  so 
little  opposition,  that  I  imagine  they  are  Induced  to  pay  another 
visit  to  these  Frontiers.  The  western  ft  northern  Expeditions  will 
not  affect  several  of  the  Barbarians  who  kre  committing  these  depre- 
dations. As  no  injury  has  been  lately  committed  in  Cumberland  or 
Bedford;  if  t)ir<>thkdl  or  three-fourths  of  the  militia  ordered  to  the 
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standing  stone,  were  sent  to  this  plaoe,  I  could  employ  tliein  toj 
nsefnllj.  I  am  happy  enough  to  agree  well  with  the  militia,  I  hope 
they  will  do  as  much  good  as  can  he  expected  from  them. 

it  will  he  necessary  that  we  should  have  at  least  two  Iron  four  or 
six  pounders,  for  the  work  I  have  mentioned,  also  ten  or  t«dv« 
swivels ;  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  them  on  to  Coxes  Totb 
as  soon  as  possible,  from  whence  we  will. endeavour  to  get  them  vp 
by  Water  or  some  other  means. 

The  militia  of  Northumberland  are  poor  indeed,  they  compbin, 
many  of  them,  of  having  four  or  five  months  pay  due  to  them,  this 
would  be  a  present  relief  to  them  if  they  had  it,  be  pleased  to  send 
a  sum  for  that  purpose,  money  is  also  wanted  for  other  uses.  The 
attacks  upon  the  Frontiers  are  really  become  serious. 

We  are  subject  to  some  inconveniences  here,  but  shall,  with  list 
utmost  alacrity,  do  all  the  good  we  can.  The  Harvest  prevented  oe 
last  week  from  sending  a  Detachment  on  the  Indian  paths,  we  hope 
to  attempt  it  the  close  of  the  present  week — aa  I  have  not  ordered 
the  Wyoming  Companies  to  Join  me,  I  presume  the  Detachment  of 
my  Beg^  in  Northampton  County,  is  ordered  to  march  here — ^I  shall 
dispose  of  it  as  well  as  I  am  able.  The  Bearer,  CoL  Aiitis  will  be 
able  to  give  you  further  information. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Tr.  Honors  most  obed.  ft 

mo.  Hble  serv*, 
THO-  HABTLET,  ColL, 
Commandani 

P.  S.  Aug.  10th.  By  several  fresh  advioea,  we  shall  piobaUj 
soon  have  some  of  the  Barbarians  to  attack  the  settlementsL 


Besolutiok  of  Assbmblt,  1778. 

In  General  Assembly. 

Tuesday,  Aug*  llth,  17T8, 

The  peUtion  of  the  State  Navy  Officers  for  the  loan  of  the  Brig 
Convention,  was  read  a  second  Time,  and  after  some  debate  and  ooa- 
sideration  had  thereon,  it  was 

Eetdved,  That  Col.  Kirkbride  &  Col.  Lowrey  wait  on  the  HonUe 
the  Executive  Council,  and  inform  them  that  this  house  is  desiroftt 
of  Conferring  with  them  on  the  subject  of  the  State  Fleet  and  D^ 
fence  of  the  Biver;  and  that  the  Council  would  appoint  a  Time  fat 
such  Conference. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

JOHN  MOBBIS,  Jr., 

OUcofOen.  Aai'y. 
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Philip  Pbiob  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

EiDgsesSy  AagQst  j*  12th,  1778. 
To  hiB  Exoelenoj  the  Presidoit  or  Vice  President  of  the  P^yinoe  of 

PcDsjlyania. 
Oentlemeiii 

These  are  to  infonn  you  that  I  have .  in  my  possession  on  my 
meadows  on  tinicum  Islland  in  the  township  of  Ridley,  three  two 
years  old  Colts,  they  Property  of  Christopher  Wilson,  a  person  who 
has  gone  off  with  the  British  army  &  has  been  Proscrib*  bv  the 
Ezecative  CounsiU  of  this  State  bat  has  not  sorrendered  himself,  as 
I  haye  heard  of,  and  as  I  apprehend  his  Estate  forfeited.  I  Give 
you  notice  of  they  afor*  Colt. 

PHILIP  PRICE. 

P.  S.  The  Colts  has  been  on  my  Lands  sinoe  the  first  of  April 
Last.  P.  P. 

IHrectedj 

To  His  Ezcelenoy  the  President  or  Vice  President  of  Pensylvania. 


AppoiNTMEirr  OF  Edwabd  Bubb^  1778. 

Ang»  12, 1778, 
PennsyWania  ss. 

The  Honourable  The  Supream  Executive  Conndl  of  The  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

We  the  Subseribers,  Justioes  of  the  Supream  Court  and  of  the 
Courts  of  O^er  and  Terminer,  and  Gkneral  Goal  Delivery  in  and  for 
the  Commonwealth  afivesaid,  do  humbly  oeitify,  that  we  have 
nominated  and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents,  in  virtue  of  the 
power  k  authority  vested  in  us  by  law,  do  nominate  and  appoint 
Iidward  Burd,  Esquire,*  Attorney  at  Iaw,  to  be  Prothonotuy  or 
Clerk  of  the  several  Courts  aforesaid,  to  hdd  and  ezerdse  the  said 
offioca,  and  to  receive  iJI  legal  fees  &,  profits  to  the  same  appertainingi 
as  long  as  he  shall  behave  himself  well  therein ;  and  we  do  farther 
humbly  request  the  said  Council  to  commissionate  him  accordingly. 
Oiven  under  our  hands  and  seals  this  twelfth  day  of  August  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight. 

THO.  M'KEAN.   [l. 

WILL-ATLEE.   [l. 

JOHN  EVANS.    [L. 

«  Confirmed  by  Ceunoll  Sept  1,  see  Col.  Beo.,  ToL,  XL  p.  660. 


[>.  8.] 
\i.  8.1 
C.  8.] 
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Council  to  State  Navy  Board,*  1778. 

Fhiladelplds,  12th  Aiigast,  1778- 
Oent. 

About  six  months  rinoe  Gounoil  iostrooted  yoa  to  mifler  muh  of 
the  barges  called  Guard  Boats  belonging  to  this  State  to  be  fitted  out 
b^  private  Adventurers  at  their  cost  &  charges,  to  enterprise  in  the 
nver  Delaware  against  the  Enem j,  for  a  time  specified,  these  adven- 
turers giviuff  security  for  the  Boats,  &  taking  all  they  could  gsL 
But  the  preference  was  to  be  given  to  the  officers  &  men  of  our  fleet 
on  the  same  terms  that  others'  offer  to  take  them,  which  were  to  find 
victuals,  ammunitioD  &  Marines. 

Something  it  seems  has  been  done  in  pursuance  of  the  above  In- 
structioDs,  for  a  prise  is  just  arrived  taken  by  one  or  more  of  these 
Barges.  This  circumstance  leads  to  an  inquiry  into  the  time  d 
Cruise  which  had  been  specified  in  this  case,  for  we  had  no  idea  of 

K emitting  the  use  of  them  till  this  time;  Especially  aa  the  Eneaj 
ing  gone  out  of  Delaware,  the  first  ground  on  which  the  scheme 
was  founded,  was  entirely  gone — ^However  there  is  no  desien  to  ooa- 
trovert  the  right  of  the  Captors  to  their  prizes  in  this  Instance,  It  is  toaik 
whether  the  officers  &  men  of  ,our  Navy  have  stepped  forth  on  this 
occasion  on.the  fi>oting  stated;  Yii.,  tofiiidmeti&vieteaJ8&  fit  them 
out.  This  includes  in  it  a  renunciation  of  all  pay,  rations  &  odur 
advantageeaooruing  to  them  as  officers  &  privates  of  our  fleet  for  the 
time,  as  olherwise,  they  are  not  on  the  same  footing  that  otheia  offeiei 
to  take  the  Barses. 

Council  would  be  glad  to  learn  how  far  their  ofier  to  the  people  ii 
the  pay  of  this  State  has  been  complied  with,  as  they  have  reason  to 
woBpeet,  that  some  unreasonable  men  who  acted  under  it  have  daisied 
to  receive  Wages  &  rations^  as  if  they  had  beeen  ia  service  daring 
the  time.  Your  attention  to  &  ebservatioBs  ea  tUe  aabjeet  an 
deared. 

Direckfd, 

To  the  Navy  Board  of  Pennsylvania* 

'  •  The  ABSSMibly  by  re8<]ftiitl<m  of  15t]i,  resolved  that  Ifae  SUteNavy  Board, 
beiag.  no-  longer  neoesMiy,  be  disaiissed  bj  Ooomal^  aad  piweii  a  wit  if 
thanks  for  tbeir  aervioes,  and  on  the  17th  they  w«re  disaussed  by  CeeaoL 
See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol,  XL  p.  684-6. 
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At  a  Court  Martial  held  at  PhUadelpbia;  the  IZ^  of  Axigcmt,  1778. 

Gap*  Nathan  Boya,  Fr eaideiit 

Cap**  Montgomery,  Oap*»  Martin, 
Garland;  Qreenway. 

Roaofa,  Erwin, 

M^Patriok,  Lieu**  Berry, 
Potta,  Bimmonds, 

Harrison,  Fitz  SimmbnSj^ 

Watkin,  Myers. 

PRISONER  BSrOR]$^  THS  OOTTBT. 

Samoel  Ford,  2«  lieu*  of  the  Effingham  Galley,  Cfatiged  by  Cap* 
Hugh  Moatgomery,  of  e^  Gallay,  for  deserting  to  the  Eiwmy  durisg 
t}ie  Siege  «f  Fort  ttifflio. 

The  Prisoner  acknowledges  he  deserted  from  the  s*  Galley.  That 
W-  Kilpatrick,  (the  1'*  Lieu*  of  8«  Galley)  told  him  to  go  into  the 
Boat.  That  he  did  not  know  where  he  was  going.  That  he  asked 
where  they  was  going.  That  they  told  him  to  see  their  Wifes.  That 
they  said  they  could  not  leave  him  behind,  for  fear  he  should  dis- 
cover the  Plot.  That  a  Scotch  Guard  lay  at  the  place  where  they 
landed,  and  took  them.  That  they  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  before 
Lord  Comwallis.  That  he  had  his  liberty  to  go  about  the  City,  sold 
Liquor,  and  used  to  go  down  the  Eiver  as  far  as  Tenicum  Island,  to 
buy  Provisions  forlus  &mily  while  the  Bpemy  were  in  Phila- 
delphia. That  before  the  Enemy  left  the  City,  an  English  Officer 
cali'd  upon  him  to  know  if  he  would  go  with  them.  That  he 
answered  No.  That  the  s'  Officer  then  took  him  up  and  'put  him  in 
the  Prove.  That  he  then  Apply'd  to  s*  Officer  W  I^etljBr,  and  in- 
form'd  him  that  he  would  go  with  them.  That  he  w^nt  with  the 
Enemy  to  Monmouth  Court  House,  and  on  the  dar  of  Action  there, 
left  them,  Boagfat  a  Horse;,  and  came  to  Head  quarters  at  Bruns- 
wick. That  he  there  received  orders  to  go  to  General  Arnold,  at 
Phihidelphia,  which  he  did,  and  there  got  a  Certificate  from  s^ 
General  to  go  to  Lewis  Nicola,  Town  Major,  and  deliver  himself  up, 
which  he  did,  and  had  a  Certificate  from  s'  Nicola,  who  told  him  to 
go  to  the  Commodore,  or  his  Capt^iO}  and  deliver  hin^lf  up. 

HYIDBNCB.        , 

Cap*  William  Watkin,  (of  the  Guard  Boa*  Briraatoae)  deolaretk 

on  Oath,  That  there  was  two  Galleys  and  two  Arm'd  Boats  ordered 

upon  Guard  to  look  out  behind  Hog  Island.    Tliat  Cap*  Montgomery 

asked  him  to  come  on  board,  which  he  did.    That  they  eat  Supper 

Vol.  V1.-30 
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and  he  went  to  Bed  with  Cap^  Montgomery  betwixt  9  and  10  o'Clock. 
That  the  Prisoner  had  the  1*^  Watch  upon  Deck.  That  when 
the  Watch  was  call'd  at  12  o'Clock,  s'  Watkin  came  upon  Deck,  and 
at  the  same  time  Mr.  Kilpatrick,  the  let  lAen^^  came  upon  Jhtk. 
That  the  Prisoner  and  s^  Kilpatrick  were  together  on  Deck.  Tbat 
the  Prisoner  and  s*  Kilpatrick  went  into  the  Gabbin.  That  a*  Wat- 
kin  went  into  the  Cabbin  and  saw  one  of  them  ha?e  a  haadkerehief 
in  their  hand  with  something  in  it,  which  they  put  under  the  I^der 
going  into  the  Gabbin,  as  s*  Watkin  went  down.  That  s'  Kilpatrick 
said,  Gap«  Watkin  had  better  turn  into  his  birth.  That  b«  Walkia 
answered  and  said  that  Mr.  Ford  had  been  upon  Deck  four  homs, 
and  that  he  had  better  take  a  Nap.  That  KUpatrick  said  Mr. 
Ford  did  not  want  to  turn  in,  and  Mr.  Ford  said  he  was  not  sleepy. 
That  B^  Watkin  then  tum'd  in  and  went  to  sleep.  That  in  the 
morning  at  day  light|  one  of  the  People  oame  and  csU'd  Gap^  Mont- 
gomery, and  acquainted  him  there  was  no  Officers  nor  Men  upon 
Deck,  that  the^  were  all  gone.  That  Gap^  Montgomery  put  bia 
hand  behind  him  to  feel  for  s'  Watkin,  and  said,  '<  Watkin,  are  yoa 

me  too  V  (having  miss'd  him).    That  s*  Watkin  said,  ^  Not  yet, 

ess  Mate/' 

*   The  Oourt  refer'd  their  Opinion  to  the  next  day. 


At  a  Court  Martial  hpld  at  Philadelphia  the  U^  of  Augnat^  1778. 

Gap*  Nathan  Boys,  President. 

Gap*»  Montgomery,  Gap*  Erwin. 

Garland,  Lieu^  Berry, 
Koach,  Fell, 

M^'Fatricky  Simmondsy 

Potts,  Gassen, 

Harrisoni  Fitz  Simmons, 

Martin,  Bremen. 

Greenwayi 

PBiaONXB. 

Samuel  Ford,  2'  Lieu*  of  the  Effingham  Galley,  being  bronght  on 
Trial  the  day  before.  Was  brought  before  the  Gourt  and  asked 
several  Questions,  also  if  he  had  any  Evidences  to  bring,  or  any  thing 
more  to  say  in  his  defence. 

Prisoner  amswer'd,  not  any. 
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Opinion. 

The  Court  Seriously  considered  the  Charge  alledged  a^nst  the 
Prisoner,  having  beard  his  defenoe,  and  the  Evidenoe.  The  Court 
are  of  Opinion  that  the  Prisoneri  Samuel  Ford,  is  Guilty  of  Death| 
and  Therefore  the  Court  do 

Sentence  the  fl*  Prisoner.  Samuel  Ford,  to  suffer  Death  by  bemg 
Shott*  ^        ^ 

NATHAN  BOTS,  President. 

JOHN  THOBNTON,  Cl'k. 


B.  M.  G.  Isaac  MbiiChsr  to  Council,  1778. 

Gent, 

I  fear  you  have  Hisunderstood  Mr.  Ozeas;  all  I  at  present  wanted 
was  an  order  from  y*  Council  on  James  Young,  Esq.,  W.  M.  G., 
to  assist  me  with  Carts  or  Waggons  to  secure  the  Wood  I  have 
already  purehased^  besides  which  am  about  to  Contract  with  a  Gent, 
for  a  large  supply — as  well  for  the  use  of  this  State  as  for  the  United. 
States.  I  beg  your  attention  to  the  premises,  and  am, 
Gent., 

your  most  obedient  serv't, 

I.  MELCHEB, 
B.  M.  G. 
Philadelphia,  13  Aug't,  1778. 

Mr.  Young  will  supply  me  on  your  given  an  order. 


B.  M.  0.  Isaac  Mslohbb  to  Council,  1778. 

Gent, 

The  officers  and  privates  belong'g  to  the  State  Navy  have  made 
application  to  me  for  Wood,  Straw  &  Candles  as  usual.  I  am  ap- 
prehensive it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  afford  them  that  relieff  I 
cou'd  wbh  (with  the  most  essential  article  Wood)  without  the 
imediate  assistance  of  the  Wasgon  Master  General  of  this  State,  to 
whom  I  have  already  applyM,  &  reeled  the  inclosed  answer,  to 

•  See  CoL  Bee.,  TeL,  XI.  pp.  6M»  666. 
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vbioh  tbe  H'ble  Counoil  will  be  pletved  to  be  refer'd.  I  solicit 
your  aid  &  interpositioD  in  granting  me  an  order  for  as  many  Wae- 
gons  or  Oarts  as  I  may  from  time  to  time  find  neeessary  to  supply 
toe  State  Troops,  as  well  as  for  y*  GontineDtal  serf ioe,  If  I  should 
hare  oeoasion  for  any  more  for  the  aerriee  of  the  States  in  general, 
besides  supplying  the  State  Troops  it  has  been  oustomaiy  for  oat ' 
depart D&ent  lo  supply  Oouneil  &  the  Assembly  the  tteeessity  of 
laying  in  a  proper  Stock  for  the  Winter,  in  a  measure  in  whieh  I 
flatter  myself  I  shall  hate  the  bearty  conourrenoe  of  the  CoonoiL 
I  am  with  muoh  Respect, 

yonr  most  obed't  Sery't, 

I.  MELCHEB,  6.  H.  G. 
Phikda.,  13th  Aug",  1778. 


Lt.  John  Cahother^  to  V»  P,  Bbyak,  1778. 

GarlUa^  Aag"  Id^  1778. 
Sir, 

With  mueh  Difficulty  arms  baye  been  procured  for  tbe  Afilitia 
ordered  from  this  county  to  standing  stone,  some  of  the  men  are 
gone  and  some  are  now  ready  to  mareb,  bat  for  want  of  camp 
kettles,  haversaobes  k  canteens,  which  articles  are  not  to  be  bad 
here,  the  men  are  very  uneasy,  and  numbers  on  that  account  refuses 
to  march  untill  they  are  supplied  at  least  with  kettles.  Gol.  Broad- 
head's  reg't  marched  this  morning  to  Pittsburgh,  well  supplied, 
which  has  enraged  the  militia  to  see  themselves  neglected.  I  %m 
perhaps  in  as  uneasy  a  situation  as  ean  be  imagined,  in  this  respeet, 
as  the  militia  look  to  me  for  every  thing,  &  I  know  not  bow  to  have 
them  supplied.  The  Quarter  Maaterjiere  says  he  has  none  of  those 
articles,  nor  knows  nothing  where,  nor  how  they  may  be  had — ^if  it 
be  my  Duty  to  furnish  the  Militia  with  those  necessaries,  I  would 
be  glad  .tovl^^  informed  by  OouApjH,  wbtTe  to  4pp^  f#r  tkj^m — ^in 
order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  men  who  are  this  moment  oa 
the  parade,  I  was  obliged  to  send  express  to  Lebanon  for  ^  £w. 
kettles,  but  with  little  Sopea  of  success.  -     . 

I  am  Sif  ,  witb  mnob  xqRpect, 
yonr  very  H.  Servrat, 

JNO.  OAROTHBRS, 
.  Lieut,  of  Cumb'd  County. 

DirecUdj 

To  George  Bryan^  Ssq'^  yte  Pr<fti4eia. 
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Information  op  Mr.  William  Stramtr,  1778. 

^elatiTd  te  Us  fire  negroes  taken  with  faim'  by  the  Admiral 
Count  D'Estaing. 

Three  of  the  above  negroes,  two  males  &  one  female,  were  his 
domestics  in  Philadelphia,  previous  tb  his  going  to  Barbadoes,  and 
are  well  known  by  those  who  were  conversant  with  his  family ;  the 
other  two  are,  one  a  male  of  about  twenty  three  years  old^  the 
*other  a  washerwoman,  &  like  the  former  mere  demestios. 

Axig,  IS,  1778. 


BbPORT  RBBMCSiaa  WlLi  SiRAKXB)  1778. 

At  a  Board  of  War,  August  IS;  1778. 


J^"-  {  £:S£S.,. 


.  The  botfd  having  taken  tele  eewudevstfioQ  ihe  tnemoml  of  the 
hon'ble  the  Sieur.  Gerard,  relative  to  Ur.  WilMaBi  Straker'e  ease,& 
made  inqnifj  wto  the  sme,  beff  leave  to  refer  Congress  to  the 
inolesed  stete  of  facts  signed  by  Mr.  Straker ;  and  to  add  that  they 
have  seen  the  article  of  co-partnership  referred  to  by  him  between 
Mr.  Straker  &  his  brother-in-law  Mr.  James  Bndden — that  they 
find  by  Mr.  Budden's  infer matioB  A4etter8,  that  Mr.  Straker  sailed 
for  Barbadoes  before  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  April,  1775^ 
and  merely  on  the  business  of  their  co-partnership — That  Mr. 
Straker  during  his  absence  did  not  draw  his  money  on  effects  from 
hence,  but  on  the  contrary,  transmitted  a  number  of  bills  to  his 
pattnet  >  and  tiiat  the  oenpany  have  a  large  sum  in  the  loan  office 
of  the  United  States.— That  Capt.  William  Budden  declares  that 
he  during  the  enem/s  possession  of  Philadelphiai  wrote  to  Mr. 
Straker,  informing  him  that  if  he  came  to  PhUadelphia,  he  could 
easily  pass  from  thence  into  the  countiy — this  also  is  certified 
Jointly  by  faim  &  his  sister  Mrs.  Wilson.  That  since  Mr.  Straker's 
return  to  Pennsylvania^  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  JE 
fidelity  to  the  State. 

From  this  view  of  his  cale,  the  Board  submit  to  Congress  the 
following  opinion : 

That  Mr.  William  Straker,  lately  taken  on  hoard  the  ship  Lord 
Howe,  by  the  fleet  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  is,  and  ought  be 
oonsidered  as  a  subject  of  the  St^te  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  tlutt  the 
hon'ble  the  Sienr.  Gerard,  Minister  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty;  be 
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desired  to  release  the  said  Mr.  Straker,  and  cause  his  property  to 
be  restored  to  him. 

By  order  of  j*  Board, 

TIM.  PICKEBINO. 


Besolution  of  Cosra&xss  bbspacting  Wjc.  SzaAKSB,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Aug.  14,  1778. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  the  memorial  of  the  hon'ble  the  Sieor. 
Gerard,*  relative  to  Mr.  William  Btxaker  was  referred,  having  made 
report  thereon,  and  the  same  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  papers  referred  to  relatiTo  to 
Mr.  Straker,  be  referted  to  the  government  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  determine  whether  they  will  consider  Mr.  William  Stri- 
ker, latelv  made  a  prisoner  by  the  Count  d'Estaing's  squadron,  as  a 
eitiaen  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  if  the  said  government 
shall  determine  to  consider  and  receive  as  a  citizen  of  their  state  the 
said  WUliam  Straker ;  that  they  be  desired  to  transmit  a  certificate 
of  their  determination  to  the  Sieor.  Gteiard,  Minister  plenipotentauy 
of  his  most  Ghzistian  Migesty. 

Bitraot  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  See'y. 


Besoluxiov  07  CosroBESS,  1778. 

In  Congress,  August  14, 1778. 

Whereas,  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  general  weal,  that  the 
enemy  at  New  York  should  not  be  supplied  with  provisions,  which 
may  relieve  the  distress  at  present,  prevailing  in  their  army  and 
fleet,  and  for  the  more  effectual  execution  of  the  embargo. 

Resolved,  That  the  vioe-president  &  supreme  executive  council  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  requested  to  station  one  of  their  gallieB, 
under  cooimand  of  a  vigilant  officer,  near  the  mouth  of  the  cape 
May  channel,  with  orders  to  search  all  vessels  that  may  be  outward 
boimd,  either  through  Cape  May  channel,  or  the  Delaware,  and  if 
any  such  shall  be  foutd  exporting  provisions  contrary  to  the  ea- 

*  See  pages  671,  678 ;  also  CoL  Bee.  Vol.  XH.  p.  664. 
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bai^,*  that  tbey  be  broagbt  before  govemment  to  answer  for  snob, 
their  misoonduct. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


BspoBX  Q7  Committee  of  Cokgress,  &c.»  BBSPEOxiNa 
Peopeety  in  Philadelphia,  1778, 

The  Committee  of  Congress  in  oonjnnction  with  the  Committee 
appointed  hy  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
'sjlvania,  to  ascertain  tbe  property  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, in  possession  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
at  the  time  it  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  viz* :  so  far  as  to  deter- 
mine whether  any,  or  what  part  thereof,  may  belong  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  or  to  any  of  his  subjects.  Beg  leave  to  report,  That 
they  find  Captain  Stephen  Backhouse,  of  Liverpoole,  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  came  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  December  last, 
with  a  cargo  of  Liverpoole  salt,  a  part  of  which  he  deposited  in  a 
store,  belonging  to  Joseph  Prichard,  on  the  lower  side  of  Chestnut 
street  wharf 

That  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  the  same  month  the  said  Stephen 
Backhouse,  in  behalf  of  himself,  and  one  Nicholas  Asheton,  of 
Liverpoole  aforosud,  did  conngn  the  said  salt  to  Messrs.  Amos 
Fonlke,  an  inhabitant  of  this  city,  and  one  William  Backhouse, 
who  oame  to  this  city  from  New  York,  last  fall  or  winter,  either  with 
the  enemy  or  some  little  time  after.  The  form  of  the  consignment 
is  as  follows,  vis : 

Messrs.  Backhouse  and  Fonlke. 
Gentlemen, 

The  salt  in  Mr.  Prichards  and  Mr.  Barges  stores,  belonging  to 
me  and  Mr.  Asheton,  of  Liverpoole,  is  4285  bnsheb,  which  I  con- 
sign to  yon  for  sales,  and  shall  be  glad  you  will  dispose  of  it  as  soon 
as  you  can,  but  do  not  wish  to  have  it  sold  for  less  than  one  dollar 
^  bushel,  but  hope  it  will  sell  for  more ;  and  as  you  sell  the  salt 
you  will  please  to  remit,  in  good  bills,  to  Nicholas  Asheton,  Bsqr., 
of  Liverpoole. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

your  humble  servant, 

STEPHEN  BACKHOUSE. 

That  the  Keys  of  the  store  were,  at  the  time  of  the  consignment, 
delivered  by  the  said  Stephen  Backhouse  to  the  said  Amos  Foulke 

*  See  procIamBtion  of  Connoil  for  an  Embargo  on  the  Ist  of  Aagost. 
Col.  Reo.,  YoL  XL,  p.  645,  and  their  protest  against  an  Embargo,  laid  by 
Congress,  Jane  8,  (See  page  686,)  last    Also  Col.  Beb.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  646. 
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fOki  W«  Bttekliowe.  That  soon  after  Ae  said  Stepben  ] 
went  to  New  Torkj  that  the  said  Amos  Foulke  paid  mi  for  die 
store  daring  several  months.  That  the  said  Amos  Foalke,  one  of 
the  ooDsigDees  of  teld  salt,  and  Alexander  Wilcocks^  an  inha1»iuit 
of  this  oity,  do  both  of  them  alledge  and  declare,  that  after  seTeial 
oonversations  had  by,  and  between  the  said  Alexander  Wiloockiy 
and  the  said  Amos  Fonlke,  about  the  purchase  of  said  salt^  the  ssid 
Alexander  Wilco(dui  for  himself  and  John  Wiloocks  and  WiOiaB 
M'Murtrie,  on  the  seventeenth  aaj  of  Jane  last,  being  the  day  be- 
fore the  enemy  evaettated  the  city,  did  purchase  8,500  bushels  of 
Liverpoole  salt,  then  laying  in  the  said  Priohards  store,  at  78.  6d, 
Pennsylvania  carrenoy,  ^  bushel,  which  quantity  of  salt  was  sup- 
{>oscd  to  be  all  the  salt  then  remaining  in  the  said  Prichards  store, 
of  the  siud  salt;  imported  from  Liverpoole  as  aforesaid^and  deposited 
there. 

That  a  bill  of  Paroells  for  the  same  salt  was,  on  the  same  day, 
made  and  given  by  the  sfeiid  Amos  Foulke  to  the  said  A^^t^^'^^t 
Wiloocks,  &o.  And  the  said  Amos  Foulke  further  alledges  that  he 
made  an  entry  of  the  sale  on  the  same  day  in  his  books.  And  the 
said  Amos  Foulke  and  Alexander  Wiloocks,  both  alledge  that  the 
Key  of  the  said  store  was  delivered  to  the  said  Alexander  Wilcocb 
on  the  same  dav,  by  the  said  Amos  Foulke,  and  they  both  agree 
that  no  part  of  the  purchase  money  hath  ^et  been  paid. 

But  whether  under  the  afore  recited  circumstances,  the  said  sitt 
ought  now  to  be  considered  as  the  property  of  British  subjectSy  the 
said  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  to  Congress. 

Your  Committee  also  bog  leave  further  to  sit  upon  the  bu^nea 
committed  to  them. 
Indorsed^ 

1778,  August  14th,  Copy  report  of  the  Committee  of  Congresi, 
and  the  Committee  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council^  respecting 
property  &  papers,  respecting  Messrs.  Wiloocks'  salt.* 


ExAAOT  OF  A  Letctb  FROM  GbnsraZi  Arhold^  1778. 

.  Bktraet  of  a  letter  from  General  Arnold,  ]niilaAelphk»  Aug.  16, 

1778. 

'^  I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you  the  proceedinga  and 
sentence  of  a  general  Court  Martial,  held  in  this  city  the  29  July, 
on  Frederick  Vemer,  charged  with  acting  as  a  spy  and  guide  to  the 
.  British  army :  also  several  papers  rdative  to  the  matter.  Aa  the 
evidences  do  not  appear  to  me  sufficiently  full  and  dear  to  toooh  Ifce 
life  of  a  citizen,  I  have  suspended  the  sentence  until  the  pleasoreof 
Congress  is  known.'' 

♦Seepp.  7i4,  740 
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In  Congress,  Ang.  15, 1778. 

Ordered  that  the  foregoing  paragraph  with  the  proceedings  of  tho 
court  martia],  and  papers  relative  to  the  matter  be  referred  to  tho 
Buprerae  ezecutite   Gonncil    of  Pennsjlvania,   and  that  they  be 
requested  to  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  Congress.* 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


CoTTNCiL  TO  Col.  Hartlbt,  1778. 

In  Conncil, 

PhUad-,  August  15, 1778. 
Sir, 

Tour  letters  of  the  0th  &  10th  instant  were  immediately  on  rece' 
of  them  laid  before  the  Board  of  War.  Ton  will  receive  troxxi  them 
an  account  of  the  Orders  issued  by  that  board  for  the  detachment 
of  your  regiment  now  at  Easton  to  Wyoming,  there  to  receive  your 
orders.  Coll.  Kowatz's  party  of  horse  is  ordered  to  join  Qenl. 
Pulaski's  legion  at  Camp. 

The  idea  w*^  Congress  entertam  of  fortifications  in  the  interior 
part  of  the  country  will  not  admit  of  any  ezpence  in  erecting  them. 
As  to  the  places  where  Imnporary  forts  may  advantageously  be 
erected,  your  own  discretion  will  determine  as  occasions  offer.  We 
are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  we,  at  present,  see  no  probability  of 
our  being  able  to  procure  the  Cannon  which  you  mention  in  any 
reasonable  time.  The  fitting  out  of  privateers  has  taken  all  the 
small  cannon  that  can  be  had  by  any  means.  To  get  them  made 
would  be  a  work  of  too  much  time,  and  Congress  have  none  here. 

The  medicine  we  understand  is  forwarded,  but  the  stores  wo  fear 
have  not  been  sent  you. 

The  distress  for  want  of  money  cannot  be  relieved  at  present.  We 
have  pressed  Congress  on  this  subject  some  time  past,  and  have 
now  eameftly  soBoited  assistance  from  the  board  of  war,  but 
without  success.  It  shall  be  sent  forward  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
obtained. 

-    To  CoH.  Hartley. 

*  See  C.  J.  MoKean's  opmion,  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.»  p.  661. 
30* 
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Col,  Jacob  Mobqan  to  Council,  177*. 

Keadingy  AuguBt  16th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  Reoei?ed  Yours  of  the  27lih  of  June  hst  ConcerniDg  the  Bepn- 
sentatioQ  to  GoDffreas  that  the  Onard  of  200  men  ordered  to  be 
Kepi  up  at  Reading,  were  not  faithfully  posted  aooording  to  oidff, 
and  that  Tory  Oonnderable  part  of  them  went  Home  from  time  to 
time  and  left  the  posts  Tery  insecure. 

I  have  therefore  made  Diligent  enquiry  into  the  afikir,  and  cannot 
find  that  any  post  was  negbted,  but  Guards  were  Inamediately 
furnished  when  Galled  upon. 

Also  agreeable  to  orders  of  Council  of  July  the  14th,  we  Gall'd 
out  four  Classes,  and  out  of  them  we  sent  to  Snnbury  One  Handled 
and  Eighty  Indudinff  officers,  and  to  Eastown  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty  Three  Inolu£ng  officers,  which  makes  in  the  whole  Thies 
Hundred  and  Three.  I  would  hate  sent  an  Equal  number  to  each 
PlaoC;  but  for  Dispatch  and  ease  to  the  men  we  appointed  the  plsee 
of  RendesYOUS  near  the  mountains,  being  on  their  way  to  Sunburrr; 
and  them  sent  to  Eastown  at  Reading,  which  made  it  impraoticaw 
to  send  an  Equal  number  to  each  place. 

As  for  the  order  for  Powder  ana  Lead  it  came  too  late  to  hand  ts 
be  sent  for  to  Supply  the  militia  with,  but  we  Supplied  them  witk 
what  we  had,  which  was  very  Inconsiderable. 
I  am  Sir,  with  great  Respect| 
Your  Honour's  qioet 

Obedient  Humble  Serranl^ 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  C. 
Directedp 
To  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Phihdelphia. 


HsNtiT  FiSHBB  TO  Stath  Navy  Boabd,  1778. 

Gentlemen, 

On  Saturday  last,  came  in  and  Anchored  in  our  Road,  a  Sixty 
Four  gun  ship ;  she  lay  there  about  three  hours,  and  then  here  up 
and  went  out,  and  anchored  abreast  of  the  light  House.  On  Sunday, 
about  Four  O'Clock,  Game  in  a  Small  Black  Sloop,  which  she 
Brought  too;  and  last  Night,  she  and  the  Sloop  went  to  sea,  and 
haye  not  been  seen  since. 

This  Day,  about  noon.  Came  in  Seven  Ships,  which  I  take  to  be 
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Store  ships ;  at  Most,  tbere  is  not  above  one  arm'd  Vessel  with  them^ 
and  she  not  more  than  a  Sioop  ol  War.  They  are  all  Standing  np 
the  Bay,  with  the  wind  At  South.  They  Appear  as  if  they  were 
mncfa  at  a  loss  to  Know  what  to  doe.  They  are  going  np  under  a 
Very  SmauU  SaiL  and  to  all  Appearance  will  not  go  farther  up  than 
the  Brown;  fori  Beieave  they  have  lost  their  Convoy.  Having 
ao  more  to  add,  I  Bemain  your  Moat  Humble  Servant  at  Comman^^ 

HENBY  FISHER. 
Lewis,  Aug*  17, 1778. 
To  the  Honorable,  the  State  Navy  Board,  Philadelphia. 
Two  O'clock  when  the  Mg.  Express  sett  o£ 

H.  FISHER. 

M'  Evans,  Please  to  send  of  this  letter  to  Dover  with  all  the  Speed 
you  Can ;  and  all  others  that  Keep  the  Stage  horses  are  Requested 
to  doe  Same. 

H.  FISHEEL 
To  be  Delivered  to  Collo*  Beadford  to  be  forwa'  to  Philad*;  if  the 
French  Fregate  is  at  New  Castle  to  Send  her  Notice. 
To  Gollo>  Beadford,  New  Castle. 

*F.  BATTELL. 


New  CasUe,  Aug*  18*. 
The  Express  eame  to  my  Hands  ab^ut  9  O'clock,  P.  M.,  &  for- 
warded from  hence  at  10  O'Clook.   The  Copy  was  imediately  reeeiv'd 
by  an  Officer  of  the  French  Frigate,  &  taken  on  Board  to  the  Captain. 

G.  BEDFORD. 


Wilmington,  Aug*  19»,  1778. 
Came  to  my  bands  at  this  place,  about  half  past  one  O'Clook,  this 
morning,  &  forwarded  by  Express. 

FRAN-  WADE,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

DxrecieA^ 
To  The  Honorable,  the  State  Navy  Board,  Philadelphia.* 
Per  Express. 

•  Bee  CoL  Asc.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  567,  558. 
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Prbsipbkt  07  CoNQRBSS  TO  Y.  Prbs.  Bryan,   1778. 

Philadelphia,  17«»  August,  1778. 
Sir,  .     ' 

«  I  have  the  honour  of  indoeing  under  this  Cover,  an  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  14*^  Inst,*  rcquestiDg  the  supreme  executive  power  d 
this  State  to  adopt  measures  for  insuring  a  striot  observance  of  the 
present  Embai^o  on  provisions. 

I  am,  with  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 
Honorable  Sir, 

Your  most  obedt.  hum.  Servt., 
HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congreas. 
The  Honorable  George  Brjan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Obk.  Bbnbdict  Arnold  jo  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

Philad-,  Aug*  18%  1778. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  a  Letter  from  his  Ezoelleney,  General  Waahiagton,  of 
the  9^  Ins*,  desiring  the  Continental  Troops  in  this  Citj  nu|^  be 
«entto  Join  the  Main  Army,  and  that  Application  might  be  made 
for  the  City  Militia  to  replace  them.  I  beg  you  will  Uy  this  letter 
before  the  President  &  Council  with  tho  Inclosed  return  of  the  Gar- 
rison, which  is  so  small  that  at  Present  there  is  barely  One  Belief. 
If  the  Continental  Troops  are  sent  to  the  Army,  There  will  be  wanted 
at  least  three  hundred  Militia  to  supply  their  places.  I  beg  to  know 
as  early  as  possible  if  they  can  be  furnished,  that  I  may  Advise 
his  Excellency,  &  give  the  Necessary  Orders  for  the  Mardi  of  the 
Troops. 

I  am,  very  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbl.  Serv*, 

^  B.  A         RN 

Tim^^  Matlack,  Esq^ 

*  See  page  701 
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V.  P.  Bryan  to  Col.  Thomas  Evans,  1778. 

Philad-,  IS**-  August,  1778. 
Sir, 

We  have  in  hold  here  a  young  man  who  is  well  known  to  have 
joined  Gen.  Howe,  at  'J'renton,  the  winter  before  last,  to  have  pro- 
ceeded to  New  York  and  wintered  there.  The  Summer  following  he 
passed  with  the  British  Army  thence  to  the  head  of  Elk,  and  through 
the  country  to  this  city.  His  doings  in  this  place  are  cast  into  equal 
shade  with  the  practices  of  many  evil  doers,  residing  here ;  It  is  neces- 
sary to  look  abroad  for  testimony.  Benjamin  Coates,  near  the  Vallay- 
forge,  and  M".  Graham,  at  the  Bull  in  Charles-town,  are  represented 
as  capable  of  giving  evidence  against  this  man.  His  name  is  Thomas 
Clarke,  he  is  a  Carpenter,  by 'profession  a  Quaker,  was  bom  at  Wil- 
mington, but  has  worked  in  this  City  for  some  time  past.  I  am 
desired  to  ask  your  interposition  in  getting  the  affidavits  of  the  per- 
sons mentioned  above  as  witnesses,  and  transmitting  them  to  Council. 

No  return  of  the  estate  of  traytors  forfeiting,  is  yet  received  from 
your  part  of  the  country.     It  is  very  much  to  be  wished,  the  par- 
ticulars of  real  and  personal  estates  were  lodged  with  the  Secretary. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  BRYAN. 

To  Col.  William  Evans,  Vincent,  Chester  County. 


Council  to  the  assembly,  1778. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Council  think  it  is  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  the  first 
Instant,  they  layed  an  Embargo^  for  thirty  days.  Congress  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  keeping  supplies  of  Victuals  from 
getting  to  the  Enemy,  had  applied  to  this  State  to  enforce  an  Em- 
bargo on  provisions,  which  they  had  laycd,  in  this,  and  all  the  States 
in  union.  This  communication  of  their  resolve,  led  to  an  enquiry 
into  the  power  of  Congress  to  restrain  the  Commerce  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  this  manner.  Nothing  in  the  plan  of  Confederation  now 
under  consideration,  nw  any  other  warrant  for  such  an  exercise  of 
authority,  appearing,  Council  entered  a  protest  on  their 

*Scc  Rcc,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  545. 
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iDinate8y'*'*agaiD8t  tbe  act  of  Oongress,  for  this  pnrpooe  v^  was  dited 
the  eighth  daj  of  June,  last,  lest  it  be  drawn  into  a  preoedent,  and 

Sroceeded  to  interpose  a  lawful  restraint  in  the  premisea,  for  the 
ime  above  mentioned,  The  prolongation  of  it  belongs  to  jour 
hononrable  House ;  jet  it  may  be  observed  that  snoh  an  aot^  woold  be 
prudent  at  this  juncture. 

It  is  obvious,  that  the  methods  to  be  taken  to  enforoe  Embargoeiy 
are  not  asoertained.  Some  regulations  on  this  anbject  by  Aet  of 
Assembly,  seem  needful. 

Philad*,  18th  Aug*,  1778. 
Directed^ 

On  publio  Servioe,  Henfy  Laurens. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Yioe  Presideiit  of  Ibe 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvaaiii 
Philadelphia. 


Council  to  Prbs.  Lauebms,  1778» 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  August  20th,  1778. 

SiTi 

This  Council  and  a  Committee  of  the  hnble  House  of  Genenl 
Assemblv,  have  had  a  conference  on  the  subject  of  fortifying  the 
river  Delaware,  and  •  are  desirous  of  confering  with  a  Committee  of 
Congress  on  this  important  busmess,  before  any  determination  be 
had  thereupon.f  Should  Congress  judge  it  proper  to  appoint  a  Gob- 
mittee  for  the  said  purpose,  Council  will  thank  you  for  the  earlieBi 
intelligence  thereof|  as  the  season  is  far  advanced  and  no  tinse  ought 
to  be  lost 

lam, 
Sir, 

with  the  greatest  respect 

Tour  most  obedient  hmble  Serrt 
Directed^ 
Hnble  Henry  Laurens,  I!84^,  President  of  Congreok 

*  This  protest  does  not  appear  on  the  minates,  a  blank  space  is  left  for  it^ 
Whioh  is  not  filled  np.    See  Cot  Bee.  Vol.  XL,  p.  646. 
t  See  page  694,  also  GoL  Bee.,  Y^  XI,  p.  (68,  66t. 
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Lt.  Samuel  Hunter  to  V.  P.  Beyak,  1778. 

Sunbury,  20th  August,  1778. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  tfae  Besolre  of  Congress  of  the  8th  June,  and  the 
instructions  of  Council  of  the  10th  of  s*  month  to  me,  concemning 
Kaiseing  one  Oompanj  in  this  County  to  continue  in  serrioe  for  six 
months,  I  imediately  appointed  the  officers  for  said  Company,  and 
they  have  now  doins  duty  about  sixty  men,  and  I  expect  the  Com- 
pany will  soon  be  full.  The  Ezpenoe  of  Raising  uiis  Company 
amounts  to  a  good  large  sum,  as  each  man  that  provided  himself  with 
a  Good  Rifle  and  Accoutrements,  was  to  have  Eighty  Dollars,  agree- 
able to  «the  Instructions  I  Eeoeiyed,  and  this  is  the  footing  this  com- 
pany is  raised  upon.  The  Militia  that  has  served  their  Tower  of 
Duty  in  this  County  complains  Very  much  in  not  geting  their  pay, 
which  would  be  of  great  service  to  a  number  of  poor  People,  especi- 
ally those  that  lived  above  Loyalsock  credk,  who  has  lost  their  all, 
and  is  thereby  in  distress.  When  they  moveii  down  their  familys  to 
these  Towns  I  ordered  the  Commissary  to  issue  them  Provisions,  and 
Coll.  Hartly,  who  commanded  here  at  present,  allows  of  it. 

Your  instructions  of  the  the  14th  of  laat  month  1  rec'd,  and  gave 
the  proper  warning  to  the  first,  second  and  third  Classes  of  this 
County  to  imbody  themselves  imediately.  but  at  that  time  the  one 
third  of  the  Inhabitants  had  not  returned  to  the  Oountyi  and  what 
did  was  Emploved  in  catine  down  their  Harvests,  so  that  it  was  not 
prudent  to  call  them  off  uom  that  Necessary  Business ;  but  now 
there  is  some  of  the  Militia  of  this  County  turning  odt,  and  its  not 
many  can  be  expected,  as  they  are  obliged  to  keep  in  partys  for  their 
owen  preservation,  as  there  is  but  very  few  above  this  Town  has 
Ventured  to  bring  Back  their  familys.  We  have  at  this  time  about 
one  Hundred  men  of  CoU.  Hartley's  Regiment,  and  two  hundred 
and  twenty  of  Lancaster  County  Militia,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
seventy  or  Berks  County  Militia,  with  one  hundred  of  our  own 
County  Militia,  and  between  sixty  &  seventy  of  Capt.  James  Mur- 
ray's Company  of  six  months  men,  in  all  about  six  hundred  and 
fifty.  Col.  Hartly  has  stationed  them  to  the  beet  advantage  for  the 
good  of  the  Country,  but  all  cannot  keep  the  saTaces  firom  doing 
misohief,  and  it  will  be  the  case  until  there  ia  regmr  expeditiona 
Ganyd  on  against  their  Towns,  which  I  hope  may  be  soon*  In  can 
you  think  proper,  to  send  any  money  up  to  thia  County  at  this  tiiM| 
Major  James  Crawford  will  be  a  proper  hand  to  carry  il. 
I  am,  Sir,  With  due  Baspeot, 
Your  most  obed't, 

Humble  Servant, 

SAML.  HUNTER,  lieoi 
IHrectedf 

To  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia.    Fav'd  by  Rob't  Prute,  Esq'. 
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Counci;l  to  Joseph  Beed,  1778. 

in  Goanoili 

Philadelphia,  Aiiguat  21, 177S. 
Sir, 

The  hn'ble  house  of  General  Assembly  of  this  state,  by  a  rewire 
of  the  17th  instant  recommended  to  Council,  "  to  retain  and  emploj 
**  in  the  publick  service  such  able  Council  as  they  may  think  neott- 
<'  sary  to  assist  the  Attorney  General  in  the  prosecution  of  pabliek 
''  offenders,  and  that  they  make  a  proper  compensation  for  their 
*'  service." 

The  Council  having  considered  this  resolve,  are  nnanimbOBlj  of 
opinion,  with  the  Attorney  Gen*,  that  you  can  render  the  state  mm 
essential  service^in  the  important  trials  now  coming  on,  than  any  other 
person  within  th'eir  knowledge ;  and  therefore  they  now  apply  to  joa 
for  your  assistance,  which  the^  have  no  doubt  but  that  your  pnoci- 
pies  &  inclinations  will  conspire  to  induce  you  to  give.  They  pro- 
pose to  allow  you  two  thousand  pounds  for  the  coming  year  for  thi^ 
service.  Ton  will  easily  see  that  authority  here  have  in  view  tbe 
important  trials  of  traitors,  which  will  employ  the  Supreme  Cooit 
during  the  next  winter.  It  is  necessary  that  you  communicate  to 
Counoil  your  determination  on  this  proposal,  as  soon  as  may  be  coo- 
yenient  to  von,  from  many  considerations. 

Council  IS  very  desirous  of  having  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  troops 
of  this  state  yi  the  Continental  army,  with  their  respective  ranks, « 
soon  as  possible  after  the  new  arrangement  is  made,  and  abo  the 
strength  of  the  respective  regiments.* 


Col,  Tnos.  Proctor  to  Prks't.  Laurens,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  August  22d,  1778. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Having  been  repeatedly  applied  to  by  namben  of  the  tfine  monthf 
substitutes  from  Maryland,  and  at  this  time  by  those  from  CaroIiDi, 
to  enter  them  into  the  BattalHon  of  Artillery  under  my  CominaDd; 
to  Serve  to  the  end  of  war,^- 

Do  respectfully  address  yon  upon  the  oocasion,  that  If  the  mode 
might  be  found  Consistant  with  the  oppinion  of  the  Honoonhle 
Congress,  I  might  be  Impower'd,  with  My  officers,  to  enlist  aoeh 
substitntes  as  were  desirons  to  enter»  and  of  these  men  Exact  retiutf 
shonld  be  made,  what  state  they  have  been  Enlisted  from,  that  ii 
necessary  their  Quotas  might  be  Credited  by  them,  I  therefore  hofe 

*  See  Col.  Record!',  Vol.  XI.,  p.  560. 
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the  Expediency  of  this  measare  will  be  Countenanoed  by  yonr  hon- 
ourable honsBf  which  will  Boable  me  speedly  lo  fill  my  Battalion  to 
the  Number  required,  at  which  time  shall  count  it  a  pleasure  to  bo 
ordered  with  them  to  Join  the  Grand  Army. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Tour  Bxoellenoy'ks  moet  obd*  settS 

THOMAS  PROCTOR, 

Col.  Pennsylv*  Art'y. 

His  Exoeflency  Henry  Laurens. 


COUHQIL  TO  Pass's  OF  CONGESSS,   1778. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  22<  August,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  15*^  instant,  relating  to  Frederick 
Yemer,  haying  been  read  in  Council,  they,  not  being  lawyers,  re« 
ferred  the  papers  tekting  to  his  case,  to  the  Honble  Thomas  M^Kean, 
Esq..  chief  Justice,  who  has  returned  his  answer  in  the  following 
woros,  viz.    See  hb  answer.* 

Here  follows  the  opinion  of  Counsel  thereiqwn : 

And  the  Council  concur  with  the  Chief  Justice  in  the  ophiioQ 
signed  by  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 
'  •  Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  BRYAN, 

Vice  President. 
Indonedy 

To  the  Honble  Henry  Lanmns,  Esq.,  President  of  Oongivsi. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  661. 
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Col,  Gjso.  Mobgan  to  Vicb  Prbsidekt  Bbtak,  1T78. 

Philada.,  Angort  24tii,  1778. 
Sip, 

I  inclose  a  MeMtge  which  I  received  lui  Week  from  ihe  DehiiR 
Nation,  who  have  collected  themselveB  into  one  settlement  on  tJM 
Waters  of  the  Moskingham ;  &  who,  I  have  stadionslj  &  sueoes- 
fnlly  endeavoured  to  secure  in  the  Interest  of  ihe  United  Stata 
They  are  now  threatened  by  our  Enemies  on  aoc'  of  that  Attaefanint 
which  they  have  uniformly  given  convincing  Proofii  of.  Tbdr 
Council  have  conoeiv'd  an  Idea  that  I  have,  in  all  my  TnowAm 
with  them,  studied  the  good  of  their  Nation.  Their  Eyes  an  tiiere- 
fore  now  upon  me.  Two  Commissions  from  Virginia  are  at  Y^ 
Pitt.  It  has  been  recommended  by  Congress  to  ihe  Ezeeotin 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  appoint  one  to  attend  there,  on  behi!( 
of  this  State.  The  appointment,  tho'  it  has  been  delay'd,  is  S 
necessary.  If  Council  may  think  I  merit,  &  am  equal  to  thia  Trust, 
I  take  the  Liberty,  as  I  shall  set  out  for  Pittsburgh  next  Week,  to 
offer  my  best  Services  on  the  occasion, 
lam, 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

Todr  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  MORGIV. 
Direcledf 

To  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Eeq.,  Vice  Prendent  of  t 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Mbssaqb  from  thb  Delawares  to  Ool.  Geo.  TAoms- 

Dated  Coochockunoh^  July  19tli,  177S. 
Brother  Taimenend, 

According  to  your  desire,  I  spoke  once  more  to  the  WiiD<i<^ 
but  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  they  will  not  listen  to  mevoj^^ 
this  they  have  told  me  very  plainly. 

Brother, 

At  a  Treaty  at  Detroit,  the  Nations  have  agreed  to  fall  npon}^ 
Delawares,  &  the  Wiandots  are  to  make  the  beginning.^  I  beiiet« 
this  to  be  true,  &  therefore  desire  your  Assbtance. 

Brother, 

I  have  always  assured  you  of  my  Friendship  to  the  United  St^ 
&  I  now  tell  you  my  Heart  is  still  the  same.    I  am  weak,  &  »^ 
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have  need  of  your  Assistanee,  whioh,  if  yon.  do  not  grant  to  me,  I 
shall  be  ruined  &  destroyed^  but  if  you  will  now  assist  me  agreeable 
to  your  Promise,  onr  Friendship  shall  not  be  broken. 

Brother, 

I  am  threatened  for  my  attachment  to  you,  k  for  ^ving  you  In- 
telligence of  what  passes  among  the  Nations.  We  fear  the  Road  is 
Way  laid  for  our  Messengers,  we  must,  therefore,  act  with  Caution. 

Brother, 

We  are  in  great  danger,  therefore  we  now  rely  entirely  in  your 
Help  k  Assistance,  and  I  desire  your  Answer  as  speedy  as  possible. 

WHITE  EYES. 
Intelligence. 

A  Party  of  80  Wiandots  is  gone  to  Wheeling  Fort,  as  we  judge, 
&  several  other  Companies  are  gone  to  the  Settlements.  We  hear 
Girty  &  Lamotte  are  gone  down  the  River  St.  Lawrence  with  all  the 
Men  they  oould  spare  from  Detroit.  The  Gov'  told  the  Indians  that 
the  Passage  was  stopped,  (as  it  formerly  was  by  Gen'  Arnold) 
&  therefore  he  must  open  it  again.  The  Trade  at  Detroit  is  also 
stopped,  k  no  goods  allowed  to  be  brought  over  to  Sandusky  any 
more.    We  long  to  hear  from  you  again. 

Directedj 

To  Coll.  Geo.  Morgan. 


'" ' "        Council,  to  Geit.  Armstrong,  &c.,  1778. 

To  Gen.  J.  Armstrong,  Ach.  M<?lean  k  John  Hubley,  one  to  each. 

PhUadelphia,  August  24, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  issued  a  commission  appointing  you  together 
with  Barnard  Dougherty,  James  Martin,  Archibald  McClean,  and 
John  Hubley,  Esquires,  to  hold  a  Court  for  the  trial  of  divers  per- 
sons confined  in  the  Goal  of  the  County  of  Bedford  ,on  a  charge  of 
treasonable  practices  a^nst  the  State,  &c.  They  have  been  induced 
to  issue  this  commission,  in  consideration  of  the  many  important 
trials  which  will  probably  come  before  the  SufHreme  Court  in  the 
interior  Counties,  and  of  the  danger  there  may  be  of  the  said  traitors 
being  rescued  as  well  as  other  difficulties  under  which  the  people  of 
the  County  of  Bedford  now  labour,  which  render  a  speedy  trial  of  the 
said  offenders  highly  necessary. 

From  your  disinterested  patriotism  and  love  of  justice,  rather  than 
from  any  reward  which  can  be  with  propriety  offered  to  you,  the 

*  Referred  to  Vol.  VL  p.  841. 
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CoQticil  tan  Mated  to  bope  sbcI  expect  that  71m  will  eheerfolly 
render  AiB  neMSsarj  serrice  to  yoor  eountrj. 

The  expencee  of  Uw  Creiitlemeii  Dftmed  in  Ma  oomninoii,  wliile 
they  are  within  the  Goonty  of  Bedford  wiU  be  paid  by  that  Coutjj 
and  the  other  eaa>eBce8  in  going  and  comii^  iocmred  9at  of  the 
oomntj  win  be  a  otato  chaige  aooordiog  to  law — and  Coanol  have 
ordered  that  a  dayly  paj  of  forty  shillings  be  allowed,  and  paid  to 
each  of  them  while  they  shall  be  engaged  in  Uiis  Senrice  including 
the  time  of  their  journey,  over  and  belside  the  expenoes  te  be  paid 
-as  18  already  menlioBed. 

Directed^ 

To  Oen.  Armstrong  at  Carlisle,  and  Archibald  MoClean,  Esq'r, 
of  York. 


Wh.  Saitdbrs  to  Y.  T.  Betait,  1T78. 

Spmoe  Street,  Moiid'y  morning,  8  *GloeL 
Honble  Sir« 

The  Bear*  Jenny  Louden  is  in  great  Diatres^  having  had  a  hU 
from  her  horse  Coming  from  the  Camp  at  Valley  Forge,  to  Follow 
the  Col*.  Sheppard  &  Sprout,  which  she  attended  from  New  York  to 
the  Whito  plains,  thenoe  to  Saratoga  ft  then  to  the  Qrand  Army; 
now  wants  to  return  to  N.  York  to  see  after  her  Pr(^rty,  she  has 
Spoke  to  Mr.  Lewis  one  of  the  Members  for  York  in  Congress,  who 
ii^oraed  her  it  hj  intirely  with  the  Sufrsam  Coaneil,  she  therefoie 
begs  your  aid  ft  pass  for  that  purpose. 
I  haye  the  Honor  to  be       ' 

Honble  Sir,  your 

most  respectfuU  Serr^, 

W-  SANDEBS. 

To  The  Honble  Geo.  Bryan,  Esq.;  President  of  OouMttl. 
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Cou  Walter  Stiwart  to  Libut,  Stoy,  1778. 

Gamp  «l  Whke  PkinB,  Augs*  25^  1778. 
Sir, 

You  will  proceed  without  deby  to  anj  part  of  the  State  of  Penu- 
sjlvania  where  you  maj  promise  yourself  the  bast  success  in  recruiting 
on  which  service  you  are  now  going. 

On  your  arrival  at  Philad'  you  will  wait  on  the  Conncil  for  a 
supply  of  money  for  this  Service^  I  flatter  myself  every,  exertion  in 
your  power  will  be  made  use  of  to  procure  men,  as  your  own  character 
as  well  as  the  good  of  the  Regiment  to  which  you  l>elong  is  ooncern'd. 
Belying  on  your  activity  and  diligence; 
I  am  with  respect, 

y  most  obed*  Servant, 

WALTER  STEWART,  Colonel 

2nd  Penn*  Reg't, 
Directed, 
To  Lieut  Stoy  of  2nd  Penn*  Reg't  for  Philad»  County. 


Gbn.  John  Armstono  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Carlisle,  25th  August,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  this  conveyance  the  bearer  waiting,  I  can  do  little  more  than 
acknowle<^e  your  favour  of  the  15th,  I'm  sorry  to  find  that  the 
necessary  efforts  inta  the  Indian  country  are  not  like  to  be  carried 
on,  or  at  least  hang  in  suspence.  I  haye  rec'd  a  late  letter  from 
General  Lewis  who  is  now  at  Fort  Pitt,  delegated  by  that  State  in 
reiipeot  to  an  Indian  Treaty  which  had  been  expected  at  that  place. 
The  Oten.  seems  of  opinion  that  all  the  Indian  Tribes  are  comMncd 
ags^  «s,  I  can  soareely  think  it  general  with  the  Delawares  &  Shaw- 
sees,  yet  is  it  trae  that  late  depredations  are  committed  near  Tortle 
Creek  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  F.  Pitt,  but  as  Oen.  Hand 
is  lately  oome  down,  no  doobC  he  will  furnish  the  Board  of  War  with 
Ine  aentimeiits  on  that  department,  I  ^pect  another  letter  from  G'. 
Lewis  before  he  leave  that  place,  and  will  probable  write  you.  I 
presume  the  Entrenchm**  of  the  Enemy  at  New  Port,  are  out  of  reach 
of  our  Ships  Canon,  except  the  casnel  shek  from  the  Bumbs,  and 
begin  to  doubt  that  seige  will  be  more  tedious  (if  not  abortive)  than 
many  at  first  expected.  Our  friends  are  often  premature  in  their 
sentiments.  I  xm^t  to  write  Col.  Bayard,  but  immagin  that  silence 
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is  at  tbifl  time  a  favoar.  A  disaffreeable  acoident  (bat  I  sboold  not 
give  it  that  name)  baa  lately  ialkn  out  here,  a  yonng  man  of  ike 
militia  of  Tork  Goantj  being  shot  dead  on  the  spot,  by  one  of  Gapt 
Gomna  aoldien — ^Thie  appears  to  have  been  in  oonseqnence  of  a  Teiy 
imprudent  Qoarrel  betwixt  these  soldiers  on  artillery  as  they  are 
called,  &  die  Militia  of  York  Goonty  on  their  way  out,  the  Inquest 
has  pronounced  it  willful  murder,  the  perpetrator  is  in  gaol. 

In  my  last  I  suggested  the  expedience  of  appointing  Gen.  Potter 
to  take  the  command  of  the  Militia  on  the  waters  of  the  Susqnehanih 
ft  retain  that  opinion  ft  that  it  might,  if  at  all  be  early  done  with 
some  short  reason  or  apology  for  the  delay.  I  shall  write  him  folly 
but  can  not  readily  get  a  conveyance. 
I  am  dear  Sir,  with 

great  respect, 

Yoursi  &o., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Directed  J 

On  Public  Service. 

^  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  State 
Philad*. 

Favoured  by  ) 
Gapt  Wilkey.  J 


Mb.  Ibwin  anp  B.  Bridgss  to  Coukcil,  1778. 

Phiiad'a,  25th  Augt,  1778. 
To  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Executive  Gounoil. 
GentlemeUi 

We  take  the  Liberty  of  acquainting  your  Honours,  that  we  are 
fitting  out  a  Privateer  to  Gruise  against  the  Enemies  of  the  United 
Statesy  that  we  only  want  ten  Swivels^  ten  Howitaersi  ft  two  hun- 
dred pounds  Powder  to  make  her  ready  for  Sea,  which  articles  we 
had  purchased,  but  are  Disappointed  by  the  person  from  whom  we 
Bought  them,  therefore  take  the  Liberty  of  requesting  your  Honbl. 
Board  will  either  sell  or  lend  us  those  Articles,  by  which  you'll  much 
oblige 

Y' Honor's 

m*  Obcd«  Serv*, 

MATH'W  IRWIN, 
BOBT.  BRIDGES. 
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KoBBRT  Lbvbrs  to  V.  ?•  Bryan,  ^778. 

Easton,  Auguat  $5th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Afttf  mj  Setam  from  Philadelpbia  I  had  the  Hono^  to  receive 
here  your  very  particular  Favor  of  the  12th  Julv  last,  which  you 
intimated  to  me;  when  I  waited  on  your  Honor,  had  just  been  for- 
warded to  Baston.  Altho'  I  did  not  conceive  there  was  any  thing 
therein  that  required  a  direct  answer,  nevertheless,  I  woud  not  have 
failed  in  acknowledging  the  Beoeit  thereof  till  this  time,  if  I  coud 
have  felt  myself  at  Liberty  to  have  wrote  at  all,  without  touching 
upon  the  Situation  of  this  County,  and  upon  the  nature  of  the  un« 
happy  choice  made  by  the  Board  of  War,  in  the  appointment  of  a 
Commander  over  the  Troops  designed  for  the  Protection  of  the  In- 
habitants thereof.  In  this  my  Province  was  not  any  thing  beyond 
that  of  a  Spectator,  and  it  was  too  delicate  a  Point  for  me  to  touch 
on,  altho'  I  have  suffered  greatly  in  mj  Fears  least,  thro  the  appoint- 
ment, some  unfortunate  midoarriagea  might  have  ensued.  Nor  should 
any  thing  have  prevailed  on  me  at  this  time,  if  Cap^  Kearney,  Cap* 
Commandant  of  the  detachment  from  Col.  Hartley's  Regiment  had 
not,  in  confidence  represented  to  me,  that  he  not  only  conceives  his 
Reputation  at  Stake,  in  consequence  of  the  strange  4ionduct  of  his 
Superior  Officer,  but  that  he  apprehends  really  from  strict  observa** 
tion,  that  Col.  Kowat's  is  totally  inadequate  to  the  important  Task 
of  conducting  Military  Operations  in  an  Indian  Country,  or  in  a 
Country  into  which  the  Savages  may  make  Inroads  and  Devasta- 
tions, be  being  as  perfectly  unacquainted  with  the  Country  liable  to 
be  exposed  to  Indian  Ravages,  as  he  is  to  the  nature  of  the  Indian 
manner  of  Fighting.  Col.  Kowat's,  in  the  Legion  to  which  he  be- 
longs, and  for  the  Service  it  is  immediately  raised,  may  doubtless 
distinguish  himself;  and  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  it  is  the  Desire  of  the 
Officers  who  command  the  Detachment  from  Col  Hartley's  Regi- 
ment, that  Col.  Kowat's  may  be  translated  to  his  Legion,  and  an- 
other Chief  Officer  appointed.  Upon  this  Representation  of  Cap^ 
Kearney  to  me,  as  an  individual  of  the  County,  from  a  considera- 
tion of  the  Services  I  owe  the  Public,  and  a  Re^ird  to  the  distressed 
Inhabitants  in  the  Upper  Part  of  the  Hinesinks,  who,  I  have  too 
much  Reason  to  fear,  will  soon  feel  a  heavy  Blow  from  the  Enemy, 
I  have  thought  it  my  Duty  to  delay  no  Time,  but  give  your  Honor 
the  above  necessary  Information. 

That  part  of  General  Polaski's  LegioB,  which  remain  with  Col. 
Kowat's,  at  his  Head  Quarters  at  Fort  Penn,  I  humbly  am  of  opin- 
ion cannot  possibly  render  any  Services  to  the  Public  in  that  very 
broken  Country,  but  by  way  of  Expresses,  &  this  is  needlessly  dis- 
tressing that  unhappy  Country  to  a  very  great  degree.  Two  or  three 
Contbental  Horses  stationd  {uroperly  would  serve  every  purpose ; 
besides;  every  Farmer  is  always  in  a  Condition  to  lender  that  8er- 
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vice  to  the  Pablio,  he  never  heing  without  good  Horses,  indiiten 
it  shall  be  considered,  that,  thro  many  accidental  Canses,  then  ue 
but  verj  few  Families  in  the  Townships  in  that  Quarter  of  the  Com- 
ty,  who  will  hare  Bread  sufficient  to  8U|»pIy  themselves  until  next 
Hurvest,  the  Prospect  of  their  Calamity  is  dreadful. 

The  Country  of  w  yombg,  when  settled,  formed  m  good  Binier  k 
a  considerable  Part  of  the  interior  Settlements  Si  Northsmpta 
County,  and  for  some  Part  of  Northumberland.  If  a  proper  Put 
ooud  be  establisbed  there,  [and  another  high  up  on  Duawtre,  tbe 
Scouting  Parties  from  these  Posts  must  of  necessity,  one  vood 
think,  frequently  fiedl  in  with  the  Enemy,  whose  Head  QasrteisBij 
imtioaally  be  supposed  to  be  about  Aquago.  Ool.  Zebulon  Ri^, 
in  the  Continental  Servicej  I  Lear  ia  now  at  Wyoming  with  Tw9 
OompanieSy  and  some  of  the  Remains  of  the  Susqnehannah  Setdos, 
amounting  perhaps  in  the  whole  to  One  Hundred  and  Fif^  nc^ 
certainly  much  too  weak  a  Body.  They  have  however  this  for  tbck 
future  Consolation,  after  their  past  Distress,  that  Wyoming  if  ^ 
now  an  object  for  the  Enemy.  They  can  expect  nothing  there  \^ 
hard  Blows,  unless  they  shouM  oome  again  there  formidably,  ib^ 
reposseos  that  Country,  as  having  been  itn  antient  Place  ef  fieo^ 
Tous,  and  to  be  again  oonsidered  in  that  Ligh^  for  the  more  a? 
penetrating  into  and  among  our  Settlements. 

If  I  may  presume  to  deliver  my  Sentiments  with  Freedon  id 
without  offence,  there  seems  a  necessity  for  supporting  the  Post « 
Wyoming,  for  the  Preservation  of  the  interior  Country;  for,  if  Wjfr 
ming  should  beconn  a  Kendevous  for  the  iSnemy,  the  GooDbr 
within  will  be  everiastingly  in  danger,  and  the  least  alarm  throw  lii 
in  Confusion.  But  as  the  late  great  Settlement  at  Wyommg  is  ^ 
destroyed  by  the  Devastations  &  Depredations  of  the  TorieatB^lB* 
dians,  an  important  Question  will  arise,  wherein  the  Intereit  t» 
Peace  of  the  several  States  may  be  involved.  How  hr  fiaeoonf' 
ment,  or  even  Permission  for  the  Settlement  of  that  CosntryegoBr 
should  be  allowed  by  any  States  collectively  or  di^netivelj,  ^ 
Colour  of  making  Settlements,  or  regtininff  Possession  cl  b»h 
upon  any  particttlar  Claim  or  Riffht,  during  the  present  ControreifT 
with  Regard  to  Titles?  And  of  this  I  appvchoid  CoDgreas  t^ 
can  be  the  Judge  or  Director. 

I  have  received  an  Order  of  Connoil  to  forward  the  Indigo  to 
PhiUdelpbia,  which  I  shall  obey  the  first  opportunity,  as  sooa  if  1 
can  procure  .Waggons.  Mr.  Jame9  Wharton,  when  I  waited  on  ^^ 
acquainted  me  that  the  Bar  Iron  also  belonged  to  the  State.  Yoor 
Honor  will  please  to  give  me  directions  concerning  it. 
I  am,  Sir,  Your  Honor's  moat  obedient 

humbly  Servant, 

ROBERT  LBV«RS 
Directed f 

:  To  the  Honorable  Geovge  Bryan,  Sequtre,  Yiee  President  ct  i» 
CeBRomiircBUh  of  Pennsyivauia;  Philadelphia. 
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EoBBRT  Lbvbbs  TO  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

BastoD.  Angmt  25Ui.  1778. 
Sir, 

Yotr  FftTor  of  the  19th  faurtant  I  reoeiTed  yesterday,  with  the 
Order  of  Coancnl  reBpecting  the  Indigo,  which  I  will  fanrm  to  Phila- 
delphia hy  the  first  mfe  opportanity.  I  have  spoke  to  a  Waggoner  this 
day,  who  with  his  Neighoour  have  promised  me,  so  soon  as  he  had 
got  in  his  Second  Orop,  he  will  call  on  me  to  bring  it  down. 

Enclosed  I  send  yon  Five  Marriage  licences,  signed  by  the  late 
President,  and  beg  you  will  please  to  order  about  Sizt^  Ta?em  li- 
cenoes  for  the  Garrent  Year,  and  Three  or  Four  Marriage  Licences 
to  be  sent  np  to  me.  When  the  Waggoners  bring  down  the  Indigo, 
if  yon  think  paoper,  it  will  be  a  gooaConveyance  for  the  Licences. 

We  have  nothing  particular  of  moment  here.  The  last  Accounts 
from  the  Upper  Parts  of  this  County  mention,  that  last  Thursday, 
as  some  Pecsons,  about  Four,  who  had  formerly  lived  at  a  New  Eng- 
land Settlement,  on  Walanpapack,  a  Branch  of  Leheighwachsein, 
had  returned  in  order  to  try  to  save  some  of  their  Effects,  a  young 
Lad,  who  was  going  to  a  Spring  for  Water,  as  he  had  mounted  a 
Fence,  &  was  just  getting  over,  received  a  Shot  &  fell  down ;  his 
Companions,  on  perodving  Three  or  Four  Indians  running  down  a 
Hill  to  the  Place  where  the  unfortunate  Boy  was  shot,  immediately 
ran  off  and  luckily  made  their  Escape. 

Cap»  Kearney,  of  CoL  Hartley's  Beg^ment,  was  lately  upon  a 
command  as  high  as  Cushietung,  with  abmit  150  men,  he  f(ul  in  with 
Ten,  some  say  Seventeen  Indians  &  Tories,  who  happened  a  few  mi- 
nutes too  soon  to  discover  our  Parties,  or  they  must  have  fitdieninto 
our  Hands.  They  immediataly  took  to  the  River  and  unfortunately 
escaped,  excepting  one  or  Two  who  were  shot  in  the  River,  an  Indian 
Squa  &  a  Tory  killed.  I  am  not  without  my  apprehensions,  that  the 
Upper  Part  of  the  Minesinks  will  soon  receive  a  severe  Stroke,  un-  ' 
lees  we  shall  be  so  fortunate  as  to  repel  the  Enemy. 
I  am  with  perfect 

Esteem  and  Regard,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 
Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire. 

Yoh.  VI.— 81 
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BOBBBT  RlOB  TO  OOUKCIL,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  26th  Angiut,  1778. 
OeailemeDy 

Having  Beov'  orders  from  Colonel  Hampton  for  Becmiting  in 
this  City,  as  will  appear  by  the  Letter  produoed,  beg  I  may  be  sup- 
plied with  Money  and  Instmotions. 

I  am  Gentl'm;  with  respect, 

T'  most  Ob*  8*. 

ROBERT  RICE, 
Ensign  10th  Penn'a  Regmt 
Z>ir«cterf, 
The  Hon'ble  the  Snpream  Executive  Conncil. 


JoHH  Peoctor  to  V.  p.  Bryan,  1778. 

Westmoreland,  Angst  y  27th,  1778. 
HoQonred  Sir, 

I  am  in  Greait  need  of  Money  to  Pay  of  the  Milita  of  this  coun- 
ty, Plase  to  Give  the  Bairor,  Mr.  Watson,  a  draft  in  my  favor  for 
four  thousand  Pounds  for  that  youse — ^that  sum  will  Pay  the  most 
Needful.  The  Bairor  is  Qaarter  Master  to  the  Light  Horse  of  this 
County,  be  can  inforim  you  of  ouor  Destresfd  Situation.  I  will  see 
you  this  fall;  God  willin,  and  am. 

Sir,  youre  Sincere 

ft  Humble  Servt, 

JOHN  PROCTOR 
To  ihe  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esqr. 


JUSTICBS    OF   BbRKS    CoUNTY   TO    COUNCIL,    1778. 

To  His  Ezcellenoy  the  Prerident,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Hon*  the 
Vice  President  and  Supreme  executive  Council  of , the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Remonstrance  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Coanty  of 
Northumberland  in  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  met  at  Sun- 
bury  for  the  County  aforesaid,  on  Thursday,  27th  August,  1778, 
Sheweth : 
That  a  certain  George  Moy,  supposed  to  be  a  Idcut.  Col.  of  the 
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Berks  Coanty  Militia,  did,  on  the  day  above  mentioned,  most  grossly 
insult  the  Civil  Authority  of  this  County  by  coming  with  a  party 
of  armed  men,  which  be  paraded  before  the  door  of  the  house  in 
which  the  Court  was  then  sitting  for  the  examination  of  some  pri- 
soners then  before  said  Court,  and  then  and  there  by  threats, 
manaces,  and  the  most  horrid  oaths  and  imprecations  (too  prophane 
and  Vulgar  to  be  repeated,)  did  endeavour  to  Biass  or  pervert  the 
Judgment  of  said  Court. 

That  by  his,  the  said  Moy's,  Rude,  Blasphemious  and  prophane 
behaviour  he  so  intimidated  the  Constable  and  Goal  keeper  who 
attended  the  Court,  as  well  as  the  men  who  were  then  under  exami- 
nation; that  upon  one  of  the  said  men  being  committed  to  ffoal 
and  the  other  two  dismissed,  (nothing  appearing  against  them)  they 
were  all  afraid  to  leave  the  house  Untill  Mr.  Atkinson,  one  of  the 
Justices,  undertook  to  see  the  prisoner  safe  to  goal,  and  on  his 

foing  out  was  followed,  or  rather  mrrounded  by  a  party  of  said 
toy's  gang  with  threats  and  fixed  Bayonets,  insixlting  said  Justice 
all  the  way  to  the  goal,  and  on  his  return  with  many  obprobious 
£pithets  and  Vulgar  expressions  in  the  German  Language. 

.Th$t  the  said  Moy  being  legally  served  with  a  writ  at  the  suit  of 
Thomas  Hughs,  for  fabe  imprisonment,  The  said  Moy  with  the 
assistance  of  his  party  rescued  himself  from  the  Sherriff;  and  also 
being  served  with  a  Warrant  upon  the  deposition  of  said  Hughs,  a 
Copy  of  which  deposition  is  hereuto  annexed,  the  said  Moy  refused 
to  appear  or  give  any  security.for  his  behaviour. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Court, 

THOMOND  BALL,  D.  Prot^. 

Northumberland  County  ss. 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  the  Subscriber,  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  aforesaid,  Thomas  Hughes, 
one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  who  solemnly  declares  and  affirms 
that  he,  the  said  Hughes,  is  in  dread  and  fear  of  suffering  in  his 
person  or  property  from  the  Violenoe  or  malice  of  Col.  George  Moy; 
which  Moy  did  (last  night)  swear  that  he  would  run  the  dep*  through 
if  he  (deponent)  said  anoUier  word,  and  also  that  the  said  Moy  swore 
he  would  sacrifice  the  settlement,  meaning  the  settlement  where 
deponent  lives.  Affirmed  and  Subscribed  the  Twenty-seventh  day 
of  August,  1778. 

THOMAS  HUGHES. 
Before  me. 

THOMOND  BALL. 
IHrecUdf 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Hon*  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pensylvania. 
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OmDEKS  OF  GauKoiL  TO  CoMMOBOBB  Hazblwood,  1778. 

In  Goimoilj 

PbiladelpliiA^  Aognst  2701, 1778. 
Sir, 

Tou  are  requested  to  gire  orders  tbat  tn  srmed  boat  be  immo* 
diatelj  iittedi  and  with  a  disoreet  offioer  and  snffioient  number  of 
baads^  to  j^oeeed  direetlj  to  Chester.  Please  to  send  the  name  d 
the  offioer  to  Coanoil  immediatelj.  The  offioer  will  reoeiTe  his 
Orders  in  <Mie  hour.'*' 

IHrected, 

To  Commodore  John  Haielwood. 


J.  k  A.  WiLCOOKB  TO  PbBSIDBNT  OF  COHORBSS,   1778. 

Philada.  Aug.  y  28tli,  1778. 
Sir, 

We  take  the  Liberty  to  request  that  yon  will  ask  the  attentka  of 
Congress  to  our  Memorial  which  lies  upon  your  Table,  A  is  founded 
upon  the  Prooeedinffs  of  a  joint  Committee  of  Members  of  Coogiess 
and  the  Executive  Counoil  of  Pennsyl?ania.f  We  flatter  ounelvei 
that  Congress  will  speedily  take  the  Matter  into  Consideration,  as 
our  Interest  is  extremely  prejudioed  by  our  having  so  long  dedined 
to  dispose  of  an^  Part  of  the  Salt;  and  this  we  were  indneed  to, 
from  a  Disposition  to  show  the  utmost  Deference  for  the  BesolTee 
of  Congress.  You  will  infinitely  oblige  us  by  expediting  this  Busi- 
ness, Who  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Bespect^ 
Your  Most  Obed't 

Hum'le  Serv'ts, 

JOHN  WILCOCKS, 
ALEX.  WILCOCKS. 
IHrected^ 
To  his  Exoellenoy  Heniy  Lawrens,  Esq',  President  of  Congress. 

*  See  Col.  Eeo./  YoL  21.,  p.  557.  f  See  page  708,  74a 
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GOBBBSPONDBKOB,  &;C^  RBSPECTINa   A  LOT  OF  SaLT^  1777. 

Abiob  Fomlko  on  behalf  of  himself  and  William  Baokhonse,  doth 
oertifie  all  whom  it  maj  ooncern.  That  Captain  Stephen  BaekhonMi 
of  Lirerpoole,  oame  to  this  Oitjf  in  Deoember  last  with  a  Cargo  of 
Salt|  a  part  of  which  he  Deposited  in  a  store  belonging  to  Joee^ 
Frichart,  on  the  lower  side  of  Chestnut  street  wharff.  That  on  the 
23d  day  of  the  same  month,  the  said  Stephen  Backhouse  did  Con* 
sign  the  said  Salt  to  us  for  sale  by  a  Certain  writingi  Copy  of  which 
follows : 

Philada.,  23d  December,  1777. 
Messrs.  Baotkhouse  &  Foulke, 
Gentlemen, 

The  salt  in  Mr.  Priohart's  and  Mr.  Barges'  Stores,  belonginff  to 
me  and  Mr.  Ashton  of  Livevpoole,  is  42S5  Bushels,  which  I  Con- 
sign you  for  sale,  and  shall  be  gUid  you  will  dispose  of  it  as  soon  as 
Jou  can,  but  do  not  wish  to  have  it  sold  for  less,  than  one  Dollar  ^ 
(vriien,  but  hope  it  will  sell  for  more,  and  as^you  sell  the  salt  you 
will  Please  to  remit  in  good  Bills  to  Nichohs  Aspton,  Esq.,  of 
liyerpoole. 

I  am  Gentiemen,  your  Hum'ble  Serr't, 

(Signed)    STEPHEN  BACKHOUSE. 

That  the  said  Stephen  Backhouse  delivered  us  the  Keys  of  the 
said  Store  at  the  same  time,  and  informM  us  that  he  had  hired  Mr. 
Prichart's  store  at  258.  ^  month,  for  which  we  have  made  him 
several  payments  after  the  said  Stephen  Backhouse  left  this  City. 
After  several  meetings  to  settle  the  Price,  on  the  17th  day  of  June 
last,  we  sold  3500  Bushells  of  the  said  salt  to  Alexander  Wilcocks 
&  others,  which  Quantity  was  supposed  to  be  all  the  salt  in  the 
said  Joseph  Priohart's  Store,  a  BUI  of  which  was  then  delivered 
them,  as  also  the  Key  of  the  said  Stove  House,  and  the  sale  enteied 
in  our  waste  or  day  Book  on  the  same  day,  in  the  following  words : 

Philada.,  June  17th,  1778. 
Sold  of  Stophlm  Backhouse's  Sales  of  Salt,  to  AUexander  Wil- 
cocks, for  himself  and  John  Wiloocks,  and  William  M^'Murtrie, 
8600  Bushells  of  Liverpoole  Salt,  now  layioff  in  Joseph  Prichart's 
Store  on  Chestnut  street  wharff,  at  7s.  6d.  %)  BnsheU. 

And  I  do  averr  that  the  said  Contract  was  made  in  good  Faith, 
witboot  any  Collusion  whatever. 

AMOS  FOULKE. 
Phihda^  11th  August  1778. 
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Col.  Irvike  to  V.  P.  Bbtan,  1778. 

Camp,  White  Plain,  Aug't  29th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Captun  Bfatton,  Lieat'  Roasel  &  HflliMn,  of  my  Regiment,  are 
sent  on  the  Recruiting  Servioe ;  I  have  oraered  them  to  wait  on  th« 
Council,  for  Instmctions  &  orders  for  money.    I  wish  them  to  beat 
up  at  Lancaster,  York  &  Carlisle,  &  have  directed  them  so  to  do. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE, 
Col.  7^  P.  Begimoai 
Captn.  Wm.  Bratton,  to  Lancaster  Co., 
Liea<.  Alex'  Rnssel,  to  Cumberland  do 
Lieat.  James  Milligan,  to  York  and  Cumb*  do* 

Directed, 

The  Honble  George  Bryan,  Esq',  Tioe  Rrasident  of  Oe  CovneO, 
Pennsylvania. 


Pkbs-  op  CoNaRBSS  TO  Council,  1778. 

Phikdelphia,  81*«  Angost,  1778. 
Honorable  Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  Council,  signified  in  yoor  ETonoon 
Letter  of  the  28*^  Inst.,  but  this  moment  brought  to  me,  I  herewith 
transmit  twenty-four  Marine  Commissions  with  Instructions  &  Bkok 
Bonds,  the  Bonds  when  duly  executed  to  be  returned  to  Congzeas. 
Three  Bowls  are  deficient  on  the  late  grant  of  twelve  CommiarionsL 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  very  great  Regard  & 
Bespeot, 

Honble  Sir, 

Your  obedient  &  most 
humble  servant 

HBNRY  LAUREltS, 

President  of  Congress. 
Directed^ 
The  Honble  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  Pennsylvania 

*  These  names  appear  as  a  memorandum,  In  the  writing  of  the  SeoreCaiy. 
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Council  to  Board  of  War,  1778. 

In  Coanoily 

Philadelphia,  Augost  81, 1778. 
OentlemeD, 

The  Service  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  being  Continued  by  law 
only  daring^  two  months,  the  time  of  those  now  in  the  field  will 
shortly  expire ;  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  inquire  of  your  honorable 
board  whether  it  is  yout  judgment  that  a  further  number  ought  to  be 
called  out,  to  take  the  place  of  those  now  in  Service.  The*Councii 
request  your  attention  to  this  subject,  and  that  you  will  please  to 
inform  the  Council  of  your  determination  thereon. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

G.  B.,  (V.  P.) 
Direeied, 
The  Hon'ble  Board  of  War. 


Council  to  Prbs.  op  Congress. 

In  Council, 

Phikdelphia,  August  81,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Council  requests,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  put  into  my 
hands  twenty-four  blank  Commissions,  for  Private  Ships  of  War ; 
those  which  you  have  heretofore  put  under  the  direction  of  Counoil 
having  been  already  issued. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

Q.  B.,  (V.  P.) 
Dtrectedj 
The  Honorable  Henry  Laurens,  Esq',  President  of  Congress. 
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Council  to  Govbrnoe  Liyingstoit,  1778. 

In  Ooonoil, 

PhUadalphia,  August  31,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Council  of  Pennsylvania  have  obsenred  with  great  pdn,  tbai 
there  is  a  constant  intercourse  kept  up  between  the  diMffeeted  in  diis 
eity  and  the  enemy  in  the  city  of  New  York.  It  ia  not  poBsible  by 
any  means  that  can  be  devised  and  ezeoated  here  to  put  a  atop  to 
to  this  misohicYous  and  dangerous  pracdoe.  It  is  thereforo  thoi^t 
proper  to  propose  to  your  Excellency  that  some  vigorous  and  efiee- 
tnaf  measures  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  emissaries  of  our  ^lemies 
from  passing  thro'  the  State  of  New  Jersey  on  this  business.  It  is 
said  that  a  considerable  number  have  gone  thro' vour  State  under 
the  pretence  of  having  passes  from  the  Council  of  this  Stat».  Jm 
two  cases  which  appeared  to  render  them  really  necessary,  the  Coun- 
cil have  been  induced  to  grant  passes ;  these  are  the  only  two  whieh 
have  been  granted ;  and  your  Excellency  may  depend  that  no  otiios 
will  be  issued  but  in  cases  wherein  they  cannot  with  justice  be  denied. 
We  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  stopping  ft 
searching  every  peieon  who  may  do  justly  suspected  of  a  deaign  of 
poinff  into  New  York.  Your  Excellency  needs  no  intimation  oonoen>- 
ing  the  manner  of  forming  and  executing  a  measure  of  this  kind,  and 
we  hope  that  the  hinting  the  necessity  of  placing  proper  penons  at 
different  stages  to  examine  passengers,  will  be  considered  by  youi 
Excellency  as  arising  solely  from  anxiety  to  put  an  end  to  this  inCer« 
course  of  our  enemies  with  one  anoijier.  Notiiing  shall  be  wanting 
on  ihe  part  of  this  Council  to  give  efficacy  to  any  plaa  caloolated 
for  this  good  purpose. 

I  am^  with  great  respect; 

your  Exeellenc/s  most  obedieat 

and  very  humble  servant. 

Directed, 
Esc'y  W.  Livingston,  Esquire,  Qovemor  of  New  Jersey. 
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Osn'l  Jambs  Pottbe  to  Yigb  P&bsidbht  Brtan,  1778. 

Sunbeny,  Sepir  lat,*  1778. 
!>  Sir, 

In  my  last  letter  to  you  I  iDfernied  you  that  I  intended^  when  the 
Militia  came  to  this  pleace,  to  go  and  station  them  on  the  fronteen^ 
at  such  posts  as  I  thought  nessecery,  and  make  Report  thereof  to 
Conncal|  thus  I  know  I  had  a  Kight  to  do  by  my  Commition 
and  Locqual  situation.  Last  Thursday  I  came  to  this  pleace  Intend 
to  serve  the  Ountrey,  I  found  Oeneraf  De  Haas  Hear|  who  said  he 
Commanded  all  the  Troops,  the  nixt  day  Col'  Harkley  came  and  left 
me  see  his  orders  to  Command  the  Troops. 

Ho  Politely  Requested  that  I  would  take  the  Command,  that  I 
chnsed  to  decUn,  aa  I  never  was  over  fond  of  command,  and  this  la 
a  disagreebal  one ;  I  Rether  ohuse  to  Act  as  a  privet  Gentleman 
and  do  all  the  good  in  my  power^  But  People  wilt  make  Obeserva- 
tions. 

I  amj  Sir,  with  due 

Respect,  yoor  most 

Humble  servant, 

JA«  POTTER. 

*  nis  letter  being  received  in  Coundl  on  the  7th  of  August,  it  is 
to  be  supposed  that  the  date  was  intended  August  1st. 

T.  M, 

IHreetedj 

On  public  service. 

Choree  Bryan,  Esq',  Preeedent  of  the  Steat  of  Pennsylvania,  In 
Philadelphia. 


Thomas  Hartlbt  to  Council,  1778. 

Sunbury,  Sep'  1«»,  1778. 
G-entlemen, 

8inc9  my  last  to  the  Ooiin<nl  I  have  been  out  with  several  De- 
tachments up  the  West  Branch— tho'  we  are  not  certain  we  killed 
a  smgle  Indian ;  it  would  have  been  in  oar  Power  several  Times 
since  I  came  up  here  had  we  had  some  ffoise.  The  Barbariaas 
have  frequently  appeared  in  open  ground  &  do  fairly  out  run  the 
most  of  white  men.    From  my  little  observation  I  am  clearly  con- 
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vinoed  of  the  utility  of  Hone,  for  however  sagacioiu  the  Indkng 
are,  they  cannot  always  chnse  their  own  ground.  The  HorsemeQ 
should  t>e  armed  with  a  sword,  two  Pistols  &  a  short  Rifle ;  the 
latter  would  be  necessary  to  intimidate  the  Enemy,  &  the  Soldier 
might  oocasionally  act  on  Foot.  I  have  wrote  to  the  Board  of  War 
to  send  an  officer  &  12  Horse  here ;  I  hope  they  will  comply. 

Captain  Walker  has  been  so  industnous  at  Muney  as  Co  have 
eompleated  all  the  Earth  and  Fasine  Works,  &  nearly  all  the  Stock* 
ade.  I  never  saw  as  much  work  done  by  so  few  men  in  ao 
short  a  time. 

We  have  a  four  Pounder  mounted  there;  if  we  had  four  Swiveb 
to  place  in  the  Bastions  the  Place  would  be  very  secure  with  a  small 
Garrison.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  since  this  Work  has  been 
begun,  no  Person  has  been  killed  within  onr  Line  of  Posts. 

I  most  earnestly  wish  that  you  would  send  up  twelve  Swivels  far 
the  Oounty ;  in  Oase  the  withdrawing  of  the  HiliUa  ihej  will  be 
essentially  necessary. 

I  am  inducing  the  People  to  put  in  some  Fall  Crops.  Several 
are  returning  to  thdr  Habitations,  but  with  great  Diffidence. 

Yesterday  morning  three  (German  militia,  without  arms  and  with- 
out Permission,  went  out  of  the  Fort  at  Honey  to  dig  some  Potatoes 
within  sight  of  the  Ghffrison ;  they  were  immediately  attacked  by 
one  white  man  and  some  Indians.  The  Enemy  disohsiged  mil  their 
Pieces  at  once— one  militia  man  fell  and  was  scalped,  one  ran  of; 
The  other  one  was  seised,  and  had  a  Tossel  with  a  stout  IndiaB,  but 
was  rescued  by  the  Troops.  One  Cottner  was  killed,  &  one  Gaft. 
Martel  was  wounded  on  the  23*  of  August  near  Huncy. 

Several  Indians  and  Tories  have  appeared  about  Wioming.  One 
Family  has  been  killed  15  miles  on  this  side  of  it,  &  two  near  tbe 
Qarrison.  My  Detachment  from  Northampton  Oounty  is  arrived 
there  by  this  Time,  but  I  am  told  their  Cloaths*are  dl  torn  by  the 
woods ;  they  are  in  the  utmost  want  of  Huntinff  Shirts  and  woden 
overhalb  or  Leg^ns.  1  hope  200  of  each  will  be  sent  up  imme- 
diately.   No  medicine  has  yet  arrived— the  militia  are  very  sickly. 

The  Bearer  Captain  Brady  can  inform  you  of  any  other  matters 
from  this  County. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  subscribe  myself 
with  the  utmost  Bespect, 
your  most  abed^ 

humble  serv*, 

THOS.  HAETLET, 

CoU.  Oommandant 

P.  S.  As  we  are  just  on  the  Recovery  now  here,  I  dare  say  the 
State  will  endeavour  to  replace  some  of  tbe  militia  whose  Times  are 
out,  otherwise  hundreds  of  Famalies  will  be  to  be  maintained  as 
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Paupers.      The  western  or  northern  Expeditions  will  grant  no 
present  relief. 

Yours  as  above^ 

T.  HARTLEY. 
Dtrectedj 
The  Honourable  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlyania. 


Wm.  Evans  to  V.  P.  Geo.  BRTAisr,  1778. 

Yinent;  Chester  County,  September  Ist,  1778. 
Sir, 

On  the  28th  of  Aug*  I  Bee*  your  &vour  Dated  the  18.  In  obe- 
dienoe  thereto  I  immediately  PhK)eeded  to  Valley  Forge,  and  saw 
Mr.  Benjamin  Coates  and  ex'  him  Gonoeming  knowledge  of  Thomas 
Clarks  Being  with  the  Enemys  of  this  Contrey  at  his  house,  who 
saith  that  befor  they  Came  he,  the  said  Coates  with  his  famaly,  fled 
and  never  saw  Clark  at  all,  but  was  informed  by  Mis  Graham  thai 
he  made  his  house  his  quarters  in  Company  with  one  Stackhouse,  a 
tall  slender  man,  who  said  that  he  Came  from  Bucks  County,  and 
appeard  in  the  Habit  of  a  quaker.  As  said  Coats  knew  nothing 
from  his  own  knowledg,  thought  it  needless  to  send  him  to  you.  I 
also  Examined  Mrs.  Graham,  a  gentlewoman  of  Yaracty,  who  saith 
that  she  knew  Clark  well,  and  saw  him  Come  with  the  English 
army.  As  I  thought  her  a  yeir  material  witness  I  got  her  to  Con« 
oent  to  oom  to  you  on  the  4th  Day  of  this  instant,  to  be  Examined 
befor  Coundl,  to  whom  I  think  she  will  give  general  satis&otion 
Coneerning  this  matter.  At  so  the  Tory  Estates,  Col.  Bell  and  my 
self  are  now  taking  a  return  of  them,  and  in  a  few  Days  Expeet  to 
send  an  Exaot  List  to  Council. 

I  am  your  H.  Ser*, 

WM.  EVANS. 
Directed, 
To  the  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq',  Vice  Precedent 
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Col.  p.  Johnston  to  Capt.  McHenrt,  1778. 

SoptF  It,  1778,  White  Phines. 
To  Cap*  M^Henery, 

Too  are  to  proceed  with  all  possable  Despatch  to  Tenn%  taking 
with  joa  a  list  of  all  Deserters  nrom  the  Reg*.  As  soon  as  yoa  eu 
arive  there  you  will  wait  upon  the  Ezecative  Council  and  settie 
yoare  Acooants.  Yoa  will  likewise  Draw  from  the  Council  or  Liea^ 
of  the  County  the  Balance  of  bounty  Due  to  Each  man  laised  by 
you,  anl  send  on  the  same  to  Camp  immedently  that  the  men  mij 
have  no  Cause  for  Complunt ;  and  should  you  have  it  in  jou 
power  to  Base  Becruits  also  inil  Called  to  Camp. 

F.    JOHNSTON,  Col., 
Commanding  2*  Penn*  Brig*. 


Resolution  op  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Sept.  2, 1778. 
Besolred, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  ezecative  powers  d 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  States  Southwaid  ^erso^to 
permit  such  vessels  to  load  with  flour,  wheat,  rice,  ooni,  peu^or 
Deans,  for  the  Eastern  States,  as  shall  come  recommended  by  tiM 
executive  powers  of  such  States,  or  anv  of  them,  to  carry  piovisiotf 
for  the  consumption  of  the  people  of  those  States. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Bbsolution  <a  Conqrbbs,  1778. 

(Copy  Verbatim.) 

In  Congress,  September  the  Sd,  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  the  Artillery  Begiment  rused  in  Pennsylvania,  Command^ 
by  Colonel  Thomas  Proctor,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  Qaota  d 
Troops  to  be  furnished  by  that  State,  which  is  to  be  credited  for  the 
men  now  in  the  Begiment,  and  also  for  any  which  shall  be  hereiftff 
recruited  therein.  And  that  the  Oovemment  of  the  said  SUte  be 
requested  to  furnish  Colonel  Proctor  with  the  State  boun^,  to  ens- 
ble  him  to  fill  up  the  Begiment  to  its  compliment  of  men. 
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That  the  Committee  of  Arrangement  be  directed  to  consider  the 
State  of  the  Officers  of  the  said  Regiment,  and  regalate  the  same  in 
the  manner  and  according  to  the  rules  Adopted  bj  them^  with  re- 
spect to  other  ArtiUery  Regiments*  , 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

-     CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y .♦ 


Bbsolutiok  07  Genbral  Assembly,  1778. 

In  Oeneral  AssembI  j, 

Friday,  September  4thy  1778. 
Mr.  Secretary  of  the  Council  attended  the  House  with  a  verbal 
Message  from  them^t  That  the  Time  for  which  the  Council  had  laid 
an  Embargo  on  the  Exportation  of  Provinons  from  thia  State  had 
expired,  that  by  the  Constitution  they  had  no  right  to  extend  it,  to 
desire  the  House  would  take  such  measures  as  they  should  think  ex« 
pedient  thereon.  The  House  took  the  same  into  immediate  consi- 
deration^ and  it  was  thereupon 

Resolved,  ^ 

That  the  Yice  Prssident  and  Couneil  be  authorised,  impowered 
and  required  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  preventing  the 
Exportation  of  Provisions  from  this  State,  until  a  Law  shall  be  en- 
acted or  other  Regulations  made  by  thb  Assembly. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr. 
Clk.  of  Gen»  Ass^. 


Joseph  Reed  to ,  1778. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  my  Promise  of  forwarding  to  you  any  important  In* 
telligence,  I  beg  Leave  to  enclose  you  a  Journal  of  the  late  Expedi- 
tion against  Bhode  Island,  which  has  terminated  with  little  real 
Advantage  to  the  Publiok.  It  was  kept  by  Major  Oibbs,  who  being 
with  Oen'  Oreen,  had  an  Opp'  of  beinff  well  informed  of  what  pass'. 
I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  that  our  Loss  by  a  Return  is,  in  the 

♦  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XI,  p.  568. 
t  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  568. 
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wlioK  killed,  woanded  &  munng,  211.  No  Offieer  of  higher  Bank 
than  a  Captain  killed.  A  Oentleman  of  the  name  of  Lovel,  said  to 
be  a  eon  of  the  Member  of  Oongreas,  after  behaving  Tery  giilUmtlj, 
&  being  wonnded,  was  mnrdered  by  a  Britiah  Offieer.  I  eoppoee  this 
Express  will  take  with  him  to  GongresSy  the  exact  Beturn  of 
the  Loss  of  onr  Army.  There  is  gothing  new  here. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

With  much  Respect  &  Regard, 

8ir^  your  obed.  Hbble  Serv*. 

JOa  REED. 
Head  QaarterSj 
White  Plains,  Sept  4t,  1778. 


Pabt  or  A  DiABT  OP  MAJOB^OiBBa,  1778, 

Providence,  Ang.  5,  1778. 

5th.  This  Bay  the  Enemy  set  Fire  to  4  of  their  Frigates,  ft  a 
Number  of  other  Vessels  laying  off  the  N.  End  of  Providence  Island, 
being  attacked  by  2  French  Ships. 

6th.  All  the  Troops  marchM  to  Tiverton,  appointed  as  a  Rendei- 
vons,  Count  d'Estaing  laying  off  the  Harbonr  of  New  Port. 

7th.  The  Troops  were  collecting. 

8th.  Count  d'Estaing,  with  his  Squadron  up  the  middle  Passage 
leading  into  the  Harbour  of  New  Port,  which  occasioned  a  heavy 
Cannonade  between  the  Enemy's  Batteries  &  his  Squadron,  which 
came  to  under  Conanicut  Island;  the  Enemy  burnt  18  Dwelling 
Houses  next  to  their  Lines,  ft  in  the  E/g  retired  to  their  Works 
about  Newport. 

9th.  Having  Intelligence  by  Deserters  that  the  Enemy  had  retired 
within  their  Lines  the  Army  was  put  in  motion — ^the  right  Wing 
embarked  ft  took  Possesnon  of  their  Works  on  the  N.  End  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  remainder  of  the  Army  followed  immediately.  About 
2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  a  Fleet  of  about  25  sail  of  English  Yesseh  were 
discovered  standinffin  for  New  Port;  they  came  to  for  the  Night  off 
Point  Judith,  the  Wind  being  S.  S.  W.,  Uie  Count  could  not  get 
out. 

10th.  About  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  Count  stood  out  of  the  Ha^ 
bour,  the  Wind  being  N.  N.  E.  The  British  Fleet  immediately  put  to 
sea,  as  the  Squadron  pass'd  Newport  a  heavy  Canncxiade  commenced 
between  the  Batteries  ft  the  Squadron. 

11th.  The  Army  was  to  have  moved  down  towards  Newport,  but 
a  Storm  prevented. 
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12th.  The  Storm  inereasecL 

13th.  The  Storm  raged  violently — Marquees  &  Tents  were  torn 
down,  some  Soldiers  &  many  Horses  perished — most  of  the  ammnni- 
iion  damaged,  &  all  the  Men  wet— 28  Deserters  from  the  Enemy. 

14th.  This  Day  was  employed  in  drying  the  Cloaths,  issuing  Am- 
munition, &  repairing  the  damage  done  by  the  Storm. 

15th.  The  Army  was  put  in  motion  at  6  o'Clock,  &  took  Post 
about  2  miles  from  Newport.    7  Deserters. 

16th.  The  Army  threw  up  Works  for  their  own  Defence,  A  this 
Night  began  to  throw  up  Works  ag*^  the  Enemy's  Bight.  6  De- 
serters. 

17th.  Batteries  not  complete,  the  Enemy  cannonaded  our  Men 
at  Work.    8  Deserters. 

18th.  Our  Batteries  not  complete,  the  cannonade  continued ;  8 
Hen  wounded.    10  Deserters. 

19th.  This  Mominff  opened  a  Battery  of  four  18  Pounders  & 
dleneed  their  adTanoed  Bedoubt  j  one  Man  killed  &  two  wounded. 
10  Deserters. 

20th.  Another  4  Oun  Battery  opened;  at  2  o'clock  the  Squadron 
appeared  off.  At  6  o'Clock  Gen^  Sullivan  received  Advice  from  the 
Count  that  he  had  fiillen  in  with  L*  Howe's  Fleet,  consisting  of  12 
Ships  of  the  Line,  10  Frigates,  4  Bomb  Ketches,  &  4  Bow  Gallies, 
with  6  Fire  Ships  &  some  Transports,  having  upwards  of  8000 
Troops  on  board;  that  he  took  the  Senegal  of  16  Guns  &  a>Bomb 
Ketch ;  that  his  Squadron  was  shattered,  &  must  sail  immediately 
for  Boston  to  be  repaired,  The  Languedoc  having  lost  her  Mast, 
Bowsprit  k  Budder,  the  Tenant  dismasted  &  the  Caosar  missing. 
Qen^  Green  &  the  Marquis  went  on  board. 

21st  The  Squadron  put  to  sea ;  the  Works  go  on  but  slowly ; 
the  Marquis  returned. 

22d.  Cannonade  contint^,  &  our  cover'd  Way  compleated. 

28d.  Opraed  2  Batteries  800  yards  in  front  of  our  former  one, 
consisting  of  Eleven  18  &  24  Pounders,  and  two  10  inch  Mortars ; 
one  18  Pounder  burst,  &  one  10  inch  Mortar  split  The  cannonade 
continued  warm^  one  man  killed  &  two  wounded ;  heard  of  the  arri- 
val of  the  Caesar  at  Boston.  The  Enemy  have  several  small  Cruis^ 
em  on  each  side  of  the  Island. 

24th.  Cannonade  continued. 

25ih.  Began  to  fortify  the  North  End  of  the  Island  to  secure  a 
Betreat)  &  began  to  remove  some  heavy  Cannon  &  Baggage. 

26th.  Two  Frigates  arrived  at  Newport     5  Deserters. 

27th.  Two  Ships  &  a  Brig  arrived  this  Day ;  last  Night  2  Subs  & 
24  men,  chiefly  from  Yamums  Brigade,  were  taken  off  by  the  Ene* 
my,  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  Uie  Militia  Pioquet  which  they 
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were  going  to  rolieve.  It  waa  determined  to  retire  to  ilie  North  Bud 
of  the  leland,  bat  for  oertain  reasons  it  was  deferr'd. 

28th.  Cannonade  oontinaed|  all  oar  heayy  Baogage  &  Storei  \^ 
ing  removedi  the  Army  was  pat  in  motion  at  8  oClock,  P.  U.,  lod 
arrived  at  the  North  End  of  the  Island  at  3  o'Glook  next  moniBg. 
29th.  About  7  o'Clook,  the  advanced  Gorpsy  under  Col.  H.  & 
lavingston,  on  the  Bast  Boad,  &  Lt.  Col.  lAwrenoe  on  the  West 
Boad,  were  attacked  by  the  Enemy's  ColamnSi  &  were  obliged  to 
retire,  by  their  snperior  numbers,  to  Qaaker  Hill,  when  they  made 
a  gallant  Resistance.  Col.  Livingston  being  reinforced  by  Lieat  CoL 
Sprout,  with  Col.  Shepards  Reg*,  gave  the  Enemy  a  Check;  the  &• 
em^  was  soon  reinforced  to  the  right  &  left,  upon  which  oar  Troops 
retired  near  to  the  Front  of  the  Army,  which  was  formed  m  line 
of  Battle ;  the  Enemy  took  possession  of  two  Eminences  in  adTifioe 
of  our  lUght,  ft  Qaaker  Hill  on  the  left,  where  they  placed  seTenl 
Pieces  of  Artillery  &  began  a  cannonade  upon  our  advanced  Post  on 
the  Right;  they  had  also  two  Frigates,  an  armed  Brig  ft  two  Selioo- 
ners  in  the  middle  Passage,  which  annoyed  our  ri^t  FUmk,  while 
their  Infantry  advanced  to  draw  in  the  light  Corps  ft  gain  a  little 
Redoubt  which  supported  our  right;  our  Troops  being  reinfoned 
the  Enemy  gave  way,  but  rallied  ft  kept  reinforcing  as  we  did,  till  mi 
1500  were  ennged  on  our  ri^t.  The  Action  continued  severe  £nn 
2  till  8  o'Clodc,  when  they  broke  a  second  time  and  retreated  in  oos- 
fusion,  leaving  many  killed  ft  wounded,  but  the  Skirmishing  be* 
tween  the  advanced  Parties  ft  a  cannonade  continued  till  Eteniiy; 
our  Loss  is  unoertain,  computed  at  about  60  killed  ft  mtsno^  k 
about  IGOJwounded,  among  whom  are  sevend  officers.  TheEneinj'i 
Loss,  by  what  we  have  been  able  to  learn  was  considerable,  partioih 
larly  in  Officers.  We  took  two  Officers  ft  about  20  men.  The  OiB- 
cer  ft  Soldiers,  in  general,  behaved  during  the  action  to  a  Chann- 
The  Artillery  has  great  merit. 

80th.  A  constant  cannonade  this  Day  ft  a  Skirmishing  with  the 
advanced  Troops,  but  with  little  Damal^ ;  it  being  determined  to 
leave  the  Island,  our  Stores  were  moved  at  6  o'Clock,  P.  M.,  4  ^ 
8  o'clock  the  troops  were  put  in  motion  ft  embark'd  at  Howiand's 
Ferry  for  this  place,  where  the  Rear  arrived  about  3  o'Clodc,  ni^- 
out  the  Loss  of  Men  or  Stores,  or  alarming  the  Enemy,  who  le; 
within  one  mile  of  the  Army. 


Capt.  Thos,  Houbton  to  Robbet  Knox,  1778. 

I>Sir, 

This  moment  came  ashore  with  Capt.  Josiah,  and  made  Oadi  to  * 
Justice  of  the  Peace  concerning  the  Prise  Brig,  has,  we  hafo  on- 
derstood  the  Capt*  of  the  Schooner,  has  taken  the  Capt  and  mate 
to  the  Justice  and  made  them  sware  what  was  not  truC;  beg  of  yoo 
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to  aoqnaint  the  Vice  President  concerning  the  Afaire.  Capt  Josiah 
&  self  has  apointed  Mr.  MoCoIloh  to  act  as  Ajint  for  us  Boath^ 
and  shall  be  very  happy  if  yon  will  be  very  particular  abought  the 
condemning  of  her. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  Humb.  Serv*. 

THOS.  HOUSTON. 
Great  Egg  Harbour;  Sep'  i,  78. 
Directedy 
To  Sobort  Enoz^  Esqr.,  Philadelphia. 


Cam.  Geo.  Gabland  to  Council.  1778. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  President  &  Council  for  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  Beo'd  a  Commission  for  one  of  the  State  G^llys,  by  the 
hands  of  Commodore  Heaselwood,  and  by  him  desired  to  make 
ehmce  of  the  Gaily ;  my  choice  is  the  Hancook|  but  eannot  take 
charge  of  her  until  I  git  an  Order  from  the  Council  to  Capt.  Tho- 
mas Moore,  to  deliver  her  with  all  her  Stores,  as  Capt.  Moore  has  a 
Commission  for  the  Hancock,  and  not  yet  discharged. 
From  your  Hobobtb  most  Obedent 

Humble  Servant  to  Command, 

GEOJROE  GABLAND. 
Sept  5th,  1778. 


Pbks't  op  Congebss  to  v.  p.  Bbyan,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  5th  September,  1778. 
Honorable  Sir, 

Inclosed  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  reoctive  an  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  2d  inert.,*  for  relaxing  the  General  Embargo,  in  order  to 
supply  the  Eastern  States  with  Vegetable  Provisions  ror  the  neces^ 
sary  consumption  of  the  Inhabitants  of  those  States. 
I  am,  with  very  great  Respect, 

Honored  Sir, 
Tour  obedient  &  most 

humble  servt, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congress. 
The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  Pennsyl- 
ania. 

*  See  page  782. 
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Col.  Clbment  Biddlb  to  Col.  Chas.  Pettit,  1778- 

Gamp;  White  Plains^  Sept.  6th,  1778. 
Dear  Sifi 

The  consamption  of  Forage  is  so  great,  &  ^m  the  dbtanoe  it  is 
brought,  sabjeot  to  so  many  delays. &  disappointments,  that  I  wish 
to  fall  on  evety  method  that  will  be  most  likely  to  answer  a  Certain 
Sc  regular  supply.     At  this  time  we  draw  considerable  quantities  of 
Corn  &  Oats  from  Yirffinia  and  Maryland,  by  the  way  of  the  Head 
of  Elk  to  Trenton,  &  thence  by  land  to  this  Camp.    The  same  from 
the  Delaware  state ;  And  these  supplies  must  be  continued  as  long 
as  the  season  will  permit,  the  middle  states  beiug  much  drained. 
However,  I  think  much  more  might  be  drawn  from  Penns^,  Jersey, 
York  &  Connecticut,  if  the  Legislatures  of  those  states  wooid  take 
effectual  measures  to  bring  out  their  Hay  and  Grain  for  the  uae  of 
the  Army,  and  we  shall  have  occasion  for  all  that  can  poasibly  be 
spared  from  each  of  those  states  to  subsist  our  Horses.     At  present 
Jersey  cannot  furnish  a  sufficiency  to  Forage  the  great  namber 
of  Teams  passing  through  there,  altW  the  gentleman  employed  in 
that  state  nas  as  much  Interest  &  Indust^  as  any  one  in  it;  he 
complains  of  the  great  Price  demanded ;  the  same  complaints  from 
my  Agents  in  Penns*,  N.  York  &  Conneotieut,&all  agree  that  from 
various  causes,  the  Forage  is  not  brought  to  Market.    The  absence 
of  the  Militia  in  some  Phces  in  service,  has  been  one  cause  of  thdr 
not  threshing,  &  in  many  the  expectation  of  a  rising  Price  induces 
them  to  keep  it  back.    Some  measures  are  necessary  to  bring  thesi 
to  thresh  &  deliver  all  that  can  be  spared  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 
The  limitting  a  generous  Price  beyond  which  they  would  not  have 
an  expectation  of  a  rise,  would  have  a  good  effect.    They  should 
deliver  it  at  the  seasons  in  which  it  is  most  wanted,  Yis.  during  the 
Fall,  Winter  ft  Spring,  Therefore  I  would  propose  that  his  Exoell'y 
Genl.  Washington  should  be  informed  of  this,  &  be  requested  to 
write  to  the  dSerent  Legislatures  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures 
to  Assist  my  Agents  in  the  different  Districts  in  the  CoUeotioa  of 
Forage,  by  iimittins  the  Prices  &  enforcing  a  delivery  of  the  Haj 
ft  Grain,  that  can  be  spared,  at  stated  Periods,  also  in  fumishiag 
Carriages  to  Hawl  Uie  same  in  their  respective  states,  to  such  Places 
as  it  may  be  most  wanted  at.    If  the  Prices  should  be  limitted  fron 
Penns^  to  Connecticut  inclusive,  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  an 
application  to  the  Legislatures  of  Delaware,  Maryland  &  Yirgiiiia 
on  the  same*  occasion,  as  the  conveniency  of  Water  Carriage  from,& 
the  greAt  abundance  of  Com  ft  Oats  in  those  states,  as  well  as  the 
insufficiency  of  Grain  in  the  others,  will  make  it  necessary  to  dnw 
regularly  from  them. 

The  proposition  you  made  of  a  number  of  Ox  Teams,  would  be  t 
great  relief,  if  they  could  be  procured,  as  the  Oxen  would  be  sob-    i 
sisted  on  grass  ft  a  very  little  Hay ;  In  the  Winter  a  smaU  quantity    | 
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of  grain  would  be  necessary.   I  sabmit  it  to  jon^  lay  sach  part  of  this 
before  the  general  as  yon  may  think  neoessary, 
And  ani;  Dear  Sir^ 

Your  Most  obedient  Servant^ 

CLEMENT  BDODLE, 

C.  Q.  F. 
(Copy.) 

P.  S.  There  is  so  litUe  grain  threshed  in  this  &  the  adjoining 
statesi  &  our  Present  situation  requiring  immediate  supplies^  there 
is  no  time  to  be  lost  in  adopting  some  method  to  get  the  Farmers  to 
work. 

Directed^ 
To  Colonel  Charles  Pettit,  A.  Q'  M'  a. 


Council  to  Hon.  Jos.  Bebp,  1778. 

In  Counoil, 

Phihdolphia,  September  8|  1778. 

Sir, 

The  situation  of  public  affairs  in  this  State^  renders  your  attendance 
berOy  immediately,  indispensibly  necessary.  The  Council  have  there- 
fore, on  mature  deliberation,  thought  it  proper  to  express  in  the 
strongest  terms,  their  desire  that  you  will  not  fiiil  to  set  out  for  this 
City  as  soon  as  possible.  Besides  the  many  other  services  which 
are  expected  from  you  here,  your  attendance  at  Chester  on  Monday 
or  Tuesday  next  if  it  be  practicable,  would  probably  be  attended 
with  very  considerable  and  important  advantages.  Your  attachment 
to  the  interest  and  wellfare  of  the  State,  renders  it  unnecessary  to 
add  any  other  motives  to  induce  you  without  hesitation  to  return 
hero. 
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JONA  D.  SfiBGBANT  TO  Y.  P.  BrTAH,  1778. 

Philad'a,  8  Sepf  ,  UTS. 

Sir, 

It  is  now  more  than  a  year  sinoe  the  Supreme  Bxeeative  Coimal 
did  me  the  Honoar  to  appoint  me  to  the  office  of  Attorney  OenenI 
of  this  Commonwealth.  From  the  Beginning  to  this  Time  I  have 
found  the  Lahoor  eo  greiati  &  the  Compensation  bo  very  inadeqntte, 
that  I  have  long  wished  to  be  discharged  from  it ;  bat  the  shame  of 
Deaertaon  in  Time  of  Danger  A  the  hope  of  more  liberal  sppovnt* 
ments^  when  the  Legislature  should  have  Leisure  to  attoid  to  it, 
have  hitherto  restrained  me.  These  Considerations  are  at  leogtli 
pretty  fully  removed ;  and  I  must  therefore  bes  yon  to  makemj 
most  grateful  acknowledgment  to  Council  for  aU  their  FaTOim  at 
the  same  time  that  I  moat  humbly  beg  you  will  grant  me  kanto 
resign  my  Commission. 
I  am, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 
Your  most  obedt  & 


very  hble  serv*, 

JONA  D.  SEBGBANI. 


Directed, 
Hon.  M'  Bryan. 


J.  AKD  A.  W1I1OOOK8  TO  Pass.  OF  OovefiBSB^  1778. 

Phaad'a,8epify9*,1778. 

Sir, 

We  did  omnelves  the  Honor  to  address  a  Letter  to  you  sone  f^ 
ago,  soliciting  the  attention  of  Co&gress  to  our  Memorisi  wbich  * 
before  them.  As  we  are  informed  they  have  not  yet  come  to  tf^ 
Determination,  We  take  the  Liberty  to  express  our  most  eiifl<^ 
Desire,  that  they  may  soon  take  it  into  Consideration.  . 

It  is  now  near  three  Months,  that  we  have  postponed  ihenuoi 
our  Salt,  in  Deference  to  the  Resolve  of  Conmss  of  the  4<'of  Jiu'^i 
Oen  Arnold's  Proclamation,  &c.  Any  Gentleman  who  reflects  op^ 
this  Circumstance  of  Delay,  will  be  sensible  how  Iigurioos  H  ^"^ 
our  Interest.  We  flatter  ourselves,  that  it  will  not  be  tboagbHOQ 
our  part)  disrespectfull  to  Confess,  if  we  should  proceed  ^^^^ 
Salt  next  week,  unless  we  receive  from  them  some  Intimation  (0  tbe 
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contrary.  And  ^Itho'  from  a  thorouffh  Knowledge  of  the  Tranaao- 
tion,  we  cannot  in  the  least  apprehend  any  Determination  pxejadicial 
to  onr  Property,  yet  if  it  sbonld  he  otherwise,  we  hope  that  onr 
Fortnnes  are  snfficient  to  answer  any  Pretensions  that  may  be  set 
np  by  Congress  on  Aco*  of  the  Salt. 
We  are, 

With  great  Respect, 

Toar  Most  Obd« 

Hnml  Serv<«| 

JOHN  WILCOCKS, 
ALEX'  WILCOCKS. 
Jncioneincntf 

Read  Order  on  this  that  the  report  of  the  Com**  appointed  in 
conjunction  w*^  a  Com*"  of  the  Council  of  Pensylv*  to  determine 
property,  &c.y  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Friday.* 

Direciedj 
His  BzoeUenoy  Henry  Laurens^  Esquire,  President  of  Congress. 


Bbsoluiion  of  Asssmblt  BESPEOTiKa  Chains,  1778. 

In  Qeneral  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  September  9,  A.  M. 

The  intermption  occasioned  by  the  passing  and  repasrinff  of  Wag- 
gons  and  other  Carriages  along  Chestnut  Street  in  front  of  the  State 
House,  together  with  the  noise  of  Brums  beating  dnring  the  Sitting 
of  the  Honourable  Congress  and  the  Councils  of  this  State,  being 
found  Tory  ineonvenient  and  occasioning  great  Delays. 
Therefore  Upon  Motion. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Supreme  ExeentiTe 
Council  of  this  State,  to  order  a  sufficient  Rope  or  Chain  to  be 
stretched  aoroM  the  said  Street  at  the  Upper  and  Lower  end  of  the 
State  House  Square,  and  strictly  for  bid  the  Beating  of  Drums  near 
the  State  House,  daring  the  Hours  that  either  of  the  public  Bodies 
aforesaid  are  sitting  for  the  dispatch  of  publick  Business. 
Extract  of  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  J', 
Clk  of  Gen>  Assembly* 

«  See  pages  708,  724. 
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Col.  L.  Nicola  to  V.  P.  Bryak,  1778. 

Sept'  9th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  yesterday  found  we  were  on  a  wrong  soent  after  the  gendemen 
who  removed  from  Mrs.  Magees  Lodgmg,  immediately  on  my  arreit* 
ing  Dr.  Berkenhaut,^  who  proves  to  be  a  different  person  from  tin 
gentleman  who  talked  so  freely  at  the  ooffee-hoose,  as  the  former 
immediately  quitted  the  city  &  was  met  in  .the  Jerseys  on  the  md 
towards  Staten  Island,  as  the  gentlemen  who  first  informed  me  of 
him  told  me  yesterday. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  the  Council  of  this  as  there  is  some 
thing  particular  in  those  two  gentlemen's  lodging  in  the  same  hoose, 
&  the  whole  gives  much  reason  to  think  something  improper  is  canj- 
ing  on  in  this  city,  &  that  the  council  may  think  it  necessary  to  bave 
strangers  coming  into  this  oity  carefully  watched. 

lam  Sir^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 


Chas.  Pkttit  to  Gen.  Washinqton,  1778. 

Camp,  White  Plains,  10th  Sept',  1778. 
Sir, 

The  scarcity  of  Forage,  and  the  Reluctance  with  which  the  fsnnefl 
part  with  what  they  have  to  spare,  has  for  some  time  past  filled  se 
with  more  alarming  Apprehensi(»s  than  I  have  felt  on  aocoootw 
any  other  Branch  of  the  Qua^r  Master's  Department  The  aeco- 
sary  Consumption  of  Forage,  not  only  in  and  about  the  Armj^  ^ 
for  the  numerous  Teams  employed  in  the  inland  TransportatioB  w 
Provisions  and  Stores,  has  so  far  exhausted  the  Besouroes  of  fonaer 
Crops,  that  every  Farmer  in  the  middle  atates  diaoems  that  tbe  d^ 
mand  for  Grain  is  equal,  if  not  more  than  equal  to  all  that  «& 
possibly  be  furnished,  and  of  course  that  the  Purohasen,  whether  fo| 
publiok  or  private  use,  must  of  necessity  pay  whatever  price  sbll  be 
insisted  on.  The  Discretion  of  each  individual  is  therefore  the  oi»J 
Boundary  to  the  Price  Demanded.  Hence  we  find  it  iapotfibj^ 
without  the  Interposition  of  legislative  Authority  to  adhere  Btemj 
to  any  fixed  Price,  and  at  the  same  time  obtain  the  necessary  sspi'^ 
For  although  many  of  the  better  disposed  among  the  Farmers  wovd 
be  willing  to  sell  their  Forage  at  the  present  current  Prices  if  ^^ 
were  not  apprehensive  their  more  avaricious  neighbours  would  obtii> 

«  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  pp.  567,  569. 576. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVES  1778.  748 

a  higber  Price  for  tbein;  yet  while  they  see  Prices  constantly  rising 
and  anboonded,  they  are  unwilling  to  preclude  themselves  from  the 
Advantages  which  Experience  has  taught  them  may  be  obtained  by 
withholding  their  commoditieB  from  the  present  market.  This  in- 
creases the  Avidity  of  the  demand,  and  of  course  obliges  the  purchaser 
to  submit  to  the  terms  imposed  by  the  seller.  The  enormous  increase 
of  the  Publick  Expenditures,  though  perhaps  the  greatest,  is  but  one 
of  the  Evils  which  must  attend  the  permitting  the  Prices  of  Grain 
to  continue  rising  without  any  other  Limitation  than  the  capricious 
Discretion  of  the  Sellers  of  it  The  mischief  is  increased  both  in 
size  and  velocity  by  every  step  it  advances,  and  must,  if  permitted  to 
continue,  produce  the  most  pernicious  consequences,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States  will  give  us  their 
Aid,  by  fixing  a  table  of  Prices  between  Individuals  and  the  Publick, 
and  establishing  a  legal  mode  as  well  for  the  obtaining  at  such  prices 
what  each  Individual  can  spare,  as  for  ascertaining  the  Quantity 
which  may  be  taken  in  case  of  Dispute,  I  imagine  the  Quantity  of 
Grain  in  the  Country  will  be  found  more  adequate  to  the  Demand 
than  present  appearances  indicate. 

From  the  scarcity,  whether  real  or  artificial  which  we  now  feel, 
and  have  for  some  time  past  experienced  in  the  states  northward  of 
Chesapeak  Bay,  we  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  drawing  con* 
siderable  Quantities  of  Grain  from  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Delaware ; 
the  Transportation  of  which  not  only  enhances  the  Price,  but  by 
employing  more  Teams  in  the  Publick  Service,  increases  the  con- 
sumption. If  therefore  the  Inhabitants  of  the  States  more  contignoua 
to  the  Army  could  be  induced  to  deliver,  in  a  short  Time,  what  they 
can  with  Propriety  spare,  it  would  not  only  enable  us  to  form  our 
Magazines  in  due  Season,  but  might  authorise  us  to  relax  our  demand 
on  the  distant  Places  from  which  supplies  are  transported  at  so  great 
an  Expence. 

I  take  the  Liberty  of  troubling  your  Excellency  with  these  Facts 
and  observationsi  together  with  a  Tetter  from  Col.  Biddle*  commissary 
Gen.  of  Forage,  which  is  inclosed  herewith,  on  a  Confidence  that  a 
Bepresentation  of  the  Matter  from  your  Excellency  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  respective  states,  either  immediately  or  thro'  Congressj 
will  be  the  most  likely  way  to  have  the  Business  speedily  and  effect- 
ually attended  to,  and  to  procure  it  that  Dispatch  which  its  importance 
demands." 
^     I  have  the  Honour  to  be  ^ 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PETTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  G. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  General  Washington. 
(Copy). 

*  See  page  781. 
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Gen.  Jno.  Aemstbong  to  V.  P.  Bbtan^  1778, 

Carlisle,  lOlh  Sept%  1778. 
Dear  Sifi 

Altbo'  I  highly  approve  y'  Ideas  for  the  relaxation  of  part  of  tb 
Penal  Laws,  yet  find  at  this  place  y*  the  pbpniace  will  be  divided  in 
sentiment  on  that  point.  This  is  a  oonyeyanoe  I  did  not  expect,  and 
have  only  a  moment  to  write,  bnt  hope  in  a  few  days  to  write  yoa 
again  by  Mr.  Dnncan.  I  have  heard  of  the  charge  ags^  Mr.  Flower 
&  see  }*  issue  in  the  papers,  but  of  the  manner  of  procedoer  in  trjil 
or  on  what  evidence  we  know  not;  There  are  many  important  thingi 
to  these  States  which  I  know  to  be  wrong  &  ill  conducted,  bat  how 
they  will  be  remedied  Gkd  only  knows. 

We  are  disagreeably  amused  with  a  story  of  the  Assembljs  favour- 
ing the  petition  of  some  notahle  Tory,  thereby  at  once  giving  disgust 
&  dispensing  with  the  Law,  bnt  think  it  must  be  wronff  reported, 
Mr.  Whitehill  &  John  Burd  are  principally  blamed,  I  wish  the  house 
may  be  well  dire<rted,  no  man  has  yet  said  any  thing  serioosly  to  me 
on  the  ensuing  election,  but  have  heard  hints  as  that  but  few  of  the 
members  for  this  county  would  be  sent  back — ^I  oou'd  wish  to  have 
a  fbw  thoughts  from  Coll.  Bayard  thro'  y'  Pen,  no  news  from  die 
West 

I  thank  the  Council  as  well  for  the  intimation  hj  secretary  Mat- 
lack's  letter  as  for  their  confidence  fully  expressed  m  the  snbjeet  of 
it,  I  mean  the  important  tryals  at  Bedford,*  from  which  I  should 
most  heartily  wish  to  have  been  excused  having  in  substaaoe  deter- 
mined not  to  touch  anything  of  that  sort  again.  I  am -always  a 
debtor  to  my  Country,  but  am  persuaded  there  is  a  time  when  the 
publick  must  resign  their  claims  of  that  sort,  and  to  which  in  my 
own  feellin^s  I  have  now  an  ample  supercedius.  Private  circum- 
stances also  happen  to  be  against  my  going,  yet  god  willing  I  do  in 
this  instance  disagreeable  as  it  appears  to  be  intend  going  up,  and 
the  last  Tuesday  of  this  Month  is  the  time  appointed,  Mes»  Hubley 
&  McClean  should  be  pushed  that  they  do  not  fail  to  attend. 
I  am  dear  Sir, 

very  respectfully  yours, 
•  JOHN  AEMSTRONO. . 

Directedf 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

Favonr'd  by  ) 
Mr.  White.       J 

♦  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  681. 
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'    CounoiL  TO  BoARB  01^  Wab,  1778.    • 

In  CooQcil^ 

Philadelphia,  September  11, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 

Ool.  Smith  wa8  directed  by  Gotmcil  to  wait  on  jon  some  time  ago 
and  remind  yon  that  the  time  of  Service  of  the  Militia  now  In  the 
field  would  shortly  expire,  and  to  reqnest  to  know  whether  the  Board 
of  War  would  counteuanoe  the  keeping  of  the  present,  or  any  other 
number  in  service,  but  having  received  no  answer  to  that  application, 
we  DOW  apply  for  your  direction  herein. 

The  Lieutenants  of  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  and  North- 
ampton are  ordered  to  muster  the  Militia  now  in  Service,  as  we  had 
received  no  information  that  your  Board  had  given  order  in  that 
behalf 

I  ami  &c. 
Directed^ 

Hn'ble  Board  of  War. 


Navy  Boabd  to  Exkcutivb  Council,  1778. 

Navy  Board,  Middle  District, 

11th  Sept',  177^. 

Sir, 

We  are  directed  to  equip  a  small  Vessel  belonging  to  the  Conti- 
nent with  Guns,  &c.,  ft  as  we  have  occasion  for  a  few  Swivels  for 
that  purpose,  we  have  to  request  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  send, 
for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  six  Swivels  &  two  small  Howitzers,  & 
we  shall,  you  may  depend,  be  careful  to  have  them  safely  returned. 
We  are  very  respectfully 
Sir, 
your  moat  obedient  servante, 

JAMES  SEARLE. 
JOHN  WHARTON. 

Direciedf 
The  Hon'ble  the  President  of  the  Executive  Council. 
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COUKCIL  TO  OOLONBL  JoHK  BuLL,  1778. 

In  Ckmnoily 

Philadelphia,  September  12,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  GooQoil  have  determined  to  ereot  a  hatte^  of  four  Gnus  si 
Billingsport,*  and  a  battery  of  two  gunB  at  Mad  island,  with  tempo- 
rary barracks  for  the  aoeomodation  d[  the  neoeasarj  namber  of  men 
to  man  the  sans  at  Biilingsport,  and  to  accommodate  the  gnarda 
necessary  to  be  kept  at  Mad  island. 

For  this  parpose  yoa  are  to  employ  workmen  and  to  procure  tha 
necessary  materials,  and  the  means  of  conyeying  them  to  those  places, 
so  as  to  have  the  work  completed  as  ezpeditiooaly  as  possible. 

There  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Robert  Alison,  the  Plank  aad 
other  timber,  spikes,  &c.,  taken  from  the  Bastions  left  by  the  caemy 
near  this  city;  saoh  of  these  as  yon  shall  find  to  be  nsefal  for  tbe 
aforesaid  parpose,  von  are  to  apply  to  him  for ;  and  also  for  one  or 
more  of  the  barrack  erected  by  the  enemy  in  Uie  s*  bastions. 

The  pnrchase  of  the  necessary  ntensils,  if  they  cannot  be  had  of 
the  Qaarter  Master  Oeneral,  and  the  parchase  of  ProTisions,  will  tko 
come  within  your  direction. 

For  these  [parposes  money  will  be  pat  into  yonr  hands  nntil  t 
proper  person  shall  be  appointed  as  pay  master. 

G.  B.,  V.  P. 

There  is  a  quantity  of  spades^  shovels,  &o.,  belonging  to  the  Stste, 
at  Eastern. 

Utreetedf 
Gol>  John  BnlL 


Bkig.  Gbn'l  AinjHONT  Waynb  to  Captain  Obaiq,  1778. 

Camp,  White  Plains,  16<*  Sep'r,  1778. 
Sir, 

You  are  to  proceed  from  hence  to  Phil*  on  tbe  Recruiting  Service; 
on  your  arrival  there  you  are  to  wait  on  His  Excellency  the  Pren- 
dent  for  Orders,  &  on  the  County  Lieu*  for  money. 

I  can  only  direct  that  you  be  particularly  Careful  not  to  Enlist 

«  See  Colon.  See.,  YoL  XI.,  pp.  670,  572,  676,  676. 
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iiny  man  that  is  Bot  atrong,  healthy,  &  clear  from  Ruptures  or  sore 
legs }  k  be  gaarded  against  British  Deserters. 
*  I  have  the  fullest  ConMeDoe  in  jonr  Diligence  ft  Activity  in  the 
Bervioe  that  jtm  are  going  upon— it  being  of  the  first  Oonseqaenoe 
to  produce  a  powerfsl  Army  in  the  field  sufficient  to  meet  our  Enemy 
on  any  Ground,  who  from  Present  Appearances)  are  Determined  to 
prosecute  the  war  fqt  as  Other  Gampnign  at  least 
I  wish  you  success,  and  am 

your  most  Ob* 

Hum*  Serv*, 

ANT'Y  WAYNE,  B.  O. 


Comm<  the  Penns*  Line. 


Durededf 

Gapt.  Craig,  of  the  3<  P.  Rej^'t 


Council  to  Johist  Ralston,  &c.,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  17th  Septem'r,  1778, 
Gentlemen; 

The  Honourable  House  of  Assembly  were  addressed,  just  before 
their  late  adjournment,  by  Eve  Yoder  and  Esther  Bachman  in 
behalf  of  themselves  &  their  Husbands,  &  the  families  of  divers 
others,  inhabitants  of  Upper  Saucon,  in  the  County  of  Northampton, 
whose  heads  or  husbands  had  been  sentenced  to  be  banished  by  the 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  County,  their  personal  Estate  to  be  forfeited 
to  the  Commonwealth,  &  their  real  property  to  descend  to  their 
heirs  respectively,  as  if  they  were  naturally  dead,  for  refusing  As- 
surance of  Allegiance  according  to  an  Act  of  Assembly,  enfitled 
<'  An  Act  for  tbe  further  security  #f  Ooveroment/'  They  set  forth 
that  the  personal  Qoods  of  those  persons  were  all  seized  k  sold  by 
the  sheriff,  and  their  famillies  left  destitute  of  the  necessaries  of  life, 
ft  pray  for  some  miti^tion  of  the  senteoce,  ft  so  forth. 

Tbe  House,  on  consideration  of  this  petition,  recommended  the 
case  of  these  people  to  Council,  and  that  u  the  facts  therein  set  forth 
be  found  on  enquiry  to  be  true,  such  relief  as  may  be  thought  proper, 
may  be  granted,  by  a  draught  on  the  State  Treasurer. 

As  it  would  be  only  addmg  to  the  difficulties,  which  these  people 
already  oomplain  of,  to  expect  they  should  support  the  allegations 
contained  in  their  petition,  before  this  Board,  ft  as  their  condition 
can  be  much  better  opened  ft  understood  on  the  spot,  you  are  re- 
quested bj  OouuoU  to  take  «x  early  opportunity  of  enqairing  into 
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ike  nrntter,  ibiA on  yetr  report  &  tdvioe  an  arte  maj  be  mtky 
the  State  Treasurer  to  the  sheriff  of  y*  Coautj  to  relieve  their  prmi 
diffioaltiea.  For  tbia  parpesoi  joa  b&ve  inclosed  Copies  of  ^  peti- 
tioa  above  mentioDed,  aod  the  vote  of  AaaemUy  thefei^N)!).  DooiA* 
ing  not  of  jour  cood  diepoeition  ift  fii?o«r  of  disUeea,  in  wbakarci 
ahapoi  I  lemaln,  OeiitF, 

y  meet  obed  Setv*^ 

Directed. 
To  John  Balstoa  aad  Peter  Beads,  Esqr's,  and  Dootor  Linn.* 


Col.  Jacob  Stroud  to  V.  P.  Beyak,  1778. 

Lowenunithfield,  Sept  18th,  1778. 
Worthy  Sir, 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  send  the  within  ludoeed  Procee£o^ 
of  a  Court'  Martial,  as  the  Militia  Law  Directs  the  Proceedingsff 
General  Courts  Martial  to  be  sent  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  toe 
Militia;  I  not  knowing  bow  that  was  I  sent  it  to  Col.  JohnWetiel, 
Lieut,  of  the  County,  but  he  save  it  to  me  again,  and  Informed  o^ 
that  I  should  send  it  to  your  Excellency,  I  therefore  now  forward  t^ 
ft  am  sorry  it  has  been  so  Long  Delayed. 
From  Sir,  your 

Most  Obed't  Humble  Serv't^ 
JACOB  STIOUD. 


Council  la  Major  Gbbt.  Arnold,  1778. 

Sir,  . 

Tour  letter  of  this  day,t  with  that  enclosed  from  the BoiW« 
War,  has  been  laid  before  the  Council ;  and  I  am  directed  to  idm^ 
you,  that  die  seventh  class  of  militia  now  called  into  serviee,  wbj 
ought  te  have  yielded  four  hundred  men,  has  produced  eigh^T  ^^ 
these  are  now  ready  to  enter  on  duty.  The  Council  h«^  ^ 
ordered  out  the  eighth  class,  which  it  is  expected  will  yield  a  p^, 
number.];    The  uncertainty  however  will  remain  for  a  few  diy«; 

♦  fleeCol.  Rec.,  Tol.  XI.,  p.  579.  ,« 

t  Notfound.  .       .  I  GoL  Reo.  VoLXLl**^ 
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if  tbk  olasd  riionld  Ml  short  of  the  number  leqaired,  other  elasses 
will  be  called  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to*be^  with  great  respect^ 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Bee'y. 
Philadelphia,  Sapk  18, 1778. 

Directed, 

Major  General  Arnold. 


BoAED  OP  War  to  Maj,  Gjsn.  Arnold,  1778. 

War  Office,  Sept.  18, 1778. 
Sir, 
;;  The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Gkn.  Washington  was 

yesterday  referred  by  Oongress  to  this  board,  yia.  r    . 

"  I  hope  all  the  confederal  troops  are  on  the  march  from  Phila« 
^  del|hia,  and  if  they  are  not,  that  immediate  orders  will  be  given  for 

":  their  joining  the  army.** 

"  The  board  request  you  to  inform  them  of  the  prospect  you  haTe 

[  of  getting  the  militia  to  supply  the  place  of  the  confederal  troops 

'^  here,  k  when  the  latter  may  be  marched  to  the  army.     The 

'  repeated  applications  of  the  oommander  in  chief  on  this  head,  show 

the  necessity  of  dispatching  the  troops  as  soon  as  possible. 
We  are,  Sir,  your  obcd't  servants, 
^'  By  order  of  the  board, 

t  TIM.  PICKERING. 

Directed^ 
M.  Gen.  Arnold. 


Council  to  Commodore  Hazelwood,  1778. 

PhiladelphU,  18»  Sep*,  1778. 
Sir, 

Herewith  you  have  Copy  of  the  request  of  Congress  to  station  one 
of  our  Gallics  near  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  May  Channell,  in  Bela- 
^vue  Bar.  Altho'  it  is  not  aafci  if  pneticable,  to  oontinue  qbci  of 
the  low-built  Gallics  in  so  exposed  a  situation,  yet  Council  would  do 
all  that  is  proper  to  enforce  the  Embargo ;  In  this  view  you  are 
hereby  ordered  to  send  down  the  Dthiwire,  aa  far  as  Beedy  Island^ 
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or  eyen  farther,  if  there  sbould  be  eause  to  suspeot  that  any  fnador 
lent  practices  are  oarrjing  on,  a  Guard  boat,  properlj  fitted  k 
manned,  with  orders  to  inspect  all  vessels,  in  order  to  discovef 
whether  anj  are  loading  or  have  loaden  any  provisions  oatward 
bound.  By  a  late  act  passed  here,  vessels  that  shall  take  in  any, 
within  this  Gk>vernment,  are  forfeited,  with  their  Cargoes,  ft  are 
seisable  by  the  naval  or  other  officer.  These  shoold  be  brought  up 
to  the  City.  The  naval  officer  is  D'  Phile ;  should  they  have  trans- 
gressed beyond  the  Bounds  of  Pennsylvania,  you  are  referred  for 
direction  to  the  Resolve  of  Congress  above  mentioned. 

It  will  be  very  proper,  after  a  feW  days,  to  dispatch  another  guard 
boat  on  the  same  errand,  &  with  like  orders^  for  abuses  will  other- 
wise pass  without  notice. 

Indortedf 
To  Commodore  Haslewood. 


Council  to  J.  Httblky,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  19*^  Seplem^  1778. 
Sir, 
I  am  directed  by  Council  to  reiterate  their  request  that  yoa  wiQ 

E've  the  publio  your  asaistanee  oa  the  Court  of  Oyer  ft  Terminer,  to 
)  holden  at  Bedford,*  for  trial  of  the  Traytors  who  took  the  despe- 
rate Course  of  Joining  the  Indians  against  their  Country.  As  this 
flagitious  crime  appears  to  have  been  committed  by  multitudes  along 
the  frontier,  there^is  the  sreater  ft  louder  call  for  immediate  and  ex- 
emplary Juetice.  '  It  is  hoped  that  .your  affairs  will  not  so  mnoh 
interfere  as  to  prevent  your  going  up.  General  Armstrong  will,  I 
understand,  be  there ;  But  lest  his  infirmity  of  Body  hinder,  it  woi^d 
be  very  satisfactory  to  hear  that  you  made  a  point  of  attending. 
*  The  time  fixed  is  Monday,  the  29*^  Instant.  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  say  that  the  Commissioners  will  have  authority  effectanlly, 
to  deliver  tne  Goal,  as  a  Commission  is  gone  up  for  the  Trial  of  a 
person  charged  with  murder,  left  out  in  the  first  Commission  thro' 
want  of  information  of  his  name,  ft  the  appelation  of  the  Child  he 
is  said  to  have  killed. 

I  am,  Sir,  fte., 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Directedf 

To  John  Hnbley,  Esq',  Lancaster,  and  to  Aroh«  M«Cleane,  Boqf'., 
York. 

*  See  page  640. 
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John  Ettwein  to  Sup.  Exbc.  Council,  1778, 

To  His  Ezeellency  Oeor^e  Brjao,  Vice  President  of  the  Supreme 
Ezeoutive  Council. of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pcnnsjlvania. 

Honoured  Sir, 

You  will  ezouae  me  that  I  trouble  you  again  with  the  Conoema 
of  a  few  IndiViduab  belonging  to  the  United  Brethren.    We  gave 

Eeat  Oflfence  to  the  Justioes  who  had  issued  a  summons  for  all  the 
habitants  of  Bethlehem,  Naiareth  and  Emmaus,  in  laying  it  before 
Oovemment,  and  disobeying  it  on  Aooount  of  its  Illegality.  Buft 
they  have  hitherto  done  nothing  further  affainst  Bethlehem,  &c*,  but 
have  issued  an  other  Summons  for  the  male  Inhabitants  at  Emmaus, 
mentioning  their  Names,  to  appear  before  them  at  Bethlehem,  Sep- 
tember 18*^.  On  their  Appearanoe,  and  refusing  to  take  the  Test 
as  it  stands,  and  also  declining  to  give  Seourity  for  their  Appearance 
before  the  next  Court,  the  Justices  wrote  their  Committment,  and 
the  Constable  granted  them  Leave  to  return  home  and  to  appear  at 
Court  on  Tuesday  next.  Esq'  Levers,  who  was  accidently  here  last 
Night,  is  much  afraid  that  the  Court  might  act  with  these  poor 
People  with  the  same  Rigour  last  Court  has  done  with  the  Menno- 
nists  in  Sauoon,  and  therefore  advised  me  to  send  to  vour  Honour 
an  Express,  to  beg  the  Favour  of  You,  to  recommend  it  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  Easton  Court,  M'  Silleman,  in  a  few  Lines,  if  possible,  to 
postpone  the  Prosecution  against  the  Reverend  M'  Francis  Boehler, 
and  the  others  named  in  the  said  Summons,  most  of  whom  have  suf- 
fered a  Month's  Imprisonment  before.  I  believe  they  would  be 
willing  to  ffive  security  for  their  Appearance  before  the  December 
Court,  and  apprehend  their  refusing  to  give  security  now,  and 
choosing  rather  to  go  to  Goal,  was  from  a  Notion  that  this  present 
Court  could  not,  in  that  Case,  pass  Judgment  upon  them,  and  they 
might  gain  Time  to  see  what  an  other  AppHoation  to  the  new 
General  Assembly  might  effect.  I  do,  therefore,  most  humbly  pray 
that  Your  Honour  would  please  to  write  a  few  Lines  in  their  Favour- 
to  the  Court,  or  to  give  some  other  Advice  for  their  Relief.  I  can 
assure  Your  Honour  that  all  the  above  Persons  so  summoned,  are 
quiet,  good,  and  fidthfuU  subjects  of  the  state. 
I  am,  with  high  Esteem, 

Your  Honours 

most  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  ETTWEIN. 
Bethlehem,  Septomb'  19*^  1778. 
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Council  to  Jacob  Rush,  Esq.,  1778. 

Philad%  September  21,  YIH, 

BiT, 

Coanoil  stand  informed  that  jon  have  engaged  to  aanst  tke 
Attorney  General  on  the  trial  of  the  Active^  Underwood,  and  that  twi 
gentlemen,  panagera  on  board  of  that  veaeely  are  about  to  depart  (hi 
atate  for  8.  Oarolinay  by  permiarion  from  Oon^pefls ;  the  name  of  the 
QDA  is  Holmes,  of  the  other,  Jaekson.  As  it  is  of  great  importun 
to  have  the  evidenoe  of  these  two  gentlemen,  and  M'  Sergeaatwil 
be  engaged  by  the  necessary  attendance  on  the  oonrk  now  aittiagf 
jou  are  reqaested  to  obtain  ihsix  eyidenoe* 
DireeUdf    - 

To  Jacob  Bush,  Esq*. 


Gjbh,  WAfiHiHOTOH  TO  V,  P.  Bbtan^  1778. 

Head  QoarterSi 

Frederioksborg,  22d  Sept',  1778. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  copies  of  two  lettot 
from  Col*  Biddle  and  Charles  Pettit,  £sqr.,*  npon  the  anbjeci  of 
forage.  The  representations  of  these  gentlemen  are  so  fall  and  so 
well  founded  respecting  the  diffioolties  that  attend  the  gettiogof  tlus 
important  artiole,  from  the  relootance  of  the  holders  to  part  with  it, 
and  the  exorbitant  and  enormous  nricea  they  demand  for  it,  thai  I 
shall  not  trouble  ^ou  with  any  observations  upon  the  oocaaon- 
However,  I  thbk  it  neoessary  to  add,  that  umess  some  effectos^ 
means  can  be  devised  by  which  the  army  may  be  supplied  with  ^ 
ra^e,  with  more  certainty,  and  on  terms  much  more  moderate  tlia& 
it  18  at  present  it  will  be  impossible  for  it  to  exist  long.  Wbat  tb« 
means  will  be  I  shall  not  attempt  to  point  out,  for  £  coofefls  the 
subject  appears  to  me  to  be  involved  in  great  intricacy,  and  I  am  tk 
less  inclined  to  enter  upon  it,  from  a  perfept  conviction  that  joaaod 
the  other  branches  of  your  legislature  will  be  forward  to  adopt 
every  expedient  that  may  seem  calculated  to  afford  the  smallest  re- 
lief in  this  interesting  and  essential  point. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respect  and  esteem.  Sir, 

your  most  obt  Serv^ 

G-.  WASHINGTON. 

Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  President 
(Circular.) 

*  See  pages  738,  742. 
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BSPOBT    07  COMMirrBB  OF  CONGBBSS,  1778; 

The  Committee  of  Congress^  in  conjaDction  with  the  Committee 
appoiuted  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  th  J  State  of  Penn- 
Bvlvania,  to  ascertain  the  Property  of  the  Goods,  Wares  and  Mer- 
chandize in  Possession  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia, at  the  time  it  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  viz.,  so  far  as  to  deter- 
mine whether  any  dr  what  part  thereof  may  belong  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  or  to  anv  of  his  subjects — beg  leave  to  report,  That  tney 
find  Capt"  Step''  Baokhousc,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  eame  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  December  last,  with  a 
cargo  of  Liverpool  Salt,  a  part  of  which  he  deposited  in  a  Store  be- 
longing to.  Joseph  Prichard,  on  the  lower  side  of  Chesnut  street 
wharf;  That  on  the  twenty  third  day  of  the  same  month,  the  said 
Stephen  Backhouse,  in  Behalf  of  himself  and  one  Niches  Ashton, 
of  Liverpool  afores*,  did  consign  the  said  Salt  to  MessF*  Amos 
Foulke,  an  Inhabitant  of  this  City,  and  one  William  Backhouse, 
who  camt  to  this  City  from  New  York  last  Fall  or  Winter,  either 
with  the  Enemy  or  some  little  time  after.  The  form  of  the  Con* 
signment  is  as  follows,  yis : 

MessF*  Backhouse  &  Foulkcj 
Gentlemen, 

.  The  Salt  in  Mr.  Pritobards  and  Mr.  Baraes  Store,  beleac^iig  to 
me  and  Mr.  Asbton,  of  Liverpool,  m  4285  Bushels,  which  I  consign 
to  you  for  Sales,  &  shall  be  glad  you  will  dispose  of  it  as  soon  as 
you  can,  but  do  not  wish  to  have  it  sold  for  loss  than  One  Dollar  "^ 
Bushell,  but  hope  it  will  sell  for  more^  and  ae  you  sell  the  Salt  yon 
will  please  to  rcmiti  in  good  Bills^  to  2^ioh's  Ashton,  Bsqr.,  of  Li- 
verpool. 

Ian,  Gcntk'o, 

Tour  humble  Bert*, 

STEP'N  BACKHOUSE. 

That  the  Keys  of  the  Store  were,  at  the  time  of  the  Consignment, 
delivered  by  the  said  Step'n  Backhouse  to  the  said  Amos  Foulke  and 
Wm.  Backhouse ;  That  soon  alter  the  said  Step'n  Backhouse  went 
io  Now  Tork ;  that  the  said  Amos  Foulke  paid  Bent  for  the  Store 
during  several  Months ;  That  the  said  Amos  Foulke,  one  of  the  Con* 
signees  of  said  Salt,  and  Al'r  Willoox,  an  Inhabitant  of  this  City, 
do  both  of  them  alledge  and  declare,  that  after  several  conversa- 
tions had  by  and  between  the  s*  Al'r  Willcoz  and  the  s'  Amos 
Foulke,  about  the  purchase  of  a^  Salt,  the  s*  Al'r  Willcox  for  him- 
self, and  John  Wulcoz  and  Wm.  McMnrtrie,  on  the  17th  day  of 
J\ine  last,  being  the  Day  before  the  Enemy  evacuated  the  City,  did 
purchase  3,600  Bushells  of  Liverpool  Salt,  then  lyinff  in  the  said 
Prichards  Store,  at  7b  6d  PcDniQrlvank  Car?  ^  BuabdT,  which  quan- 
tity of  Salt  was  supposed  to  be  all  the  Salt  then  remaining  in  the 
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8*  Priobwdft  Store,  of  die  paid  SaU  impocted  from  lif^rpool  u 
aforesaid,  and  deposited  there ;  That  a  Bill  of  Pareells  for  the  mm 
Salt  was  (Hf  tbe  same  d^l  ^^^  >nd  g[iYeii  bj  the  said  Amos  FoA 
to' the  s*  AIV  WUloox,  £o.,  and  the  s'  Amos  Foulke  farther  alkni, 
thai  he  made  an  Entry  of  the  Sale  on  the  aamo  day  in  his  Boon; 
and  the  said  Amos  Foolke  and  Al'r  Wiflooz  both  alledg^  thai  t^K 
Key  of  the  said  Store  was  doliyered  to  the  said  Al'r  WUTooZ)  ontk 
same  I>^j  by  the  s'  Amos  Foulke,  and  th^  both  agree  that  so  put 
of  the  purchase  money  hath  yet  been  paid.^ 

But  whether  under  the  afore  recited  oircamstanoes,  the  s*  Siit 
ought  now  to  be  considered  as  the  Property  of  British  Subjects,  tin 
B^  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  to  Congress. 

Your  Committee  also  beg  leave  further  to  sit  upon  the  Boaoefl 
eommitted  to  them. 


Una.  J.  A?  A.  WntOooKa  to  Pbbs.  m  Cmum^  1778. 

PhiladX  SegL  r  25Ui,  1778. 
Sir, 

As  we  are  informed  that  Congress  has  not  come  to  any  Detenu- 
nation  upon  the  subject  of  our  Memorial|  you  will  please  ezenseoor 
rsmiadiBg  you  of  th^t  business;  Attd  as  we  flatter  oumeWefl^v* 
ihail  sot  be  obliged  to  trouble  you  again  upon  tbia  OodasioB)  W« 
take  the  Liberty  to  inform  you,  That  a  considerable  time  Hfh^ 
the  Commissary  Oen'l  had  applied  to  purehase  owr  Salt,  weofbw 
to  let  Gbl.  Blaine  have  above  two  thirds  of  it  at  a  very  modento 
rate,  Bot  one  half  the  Price  at  which  Salt  new  nelk.  Nbtwithsttfti^ 
ing  the  Difficulties  that  have  been  thrown  in  our  Way,  we  ar(  yet 
willing  that  the  Public  shall  haye  the  Qna&lity  stifobted  with  Col 
Blaine,  at  the  Price  we  theu  demanded.  Bat  should  Congress  de- 
termioa  to  prosseoute  any  pretensions  to  this  Salt,  inoonsistent  viU^ 
our  Rights  t  Property  in  it,  We  presume  they  will  be  of  Opini* 
with  us,  and  many  Gentlemen  acquainted  with  the  oiroomstaoees « 
this  Case,  That  any  Engagement  we  may  at  present  be  presamedto 
be  under  to  Col.  Blaine,  will  thereby  be  entirely  eancelled,  tnd  «« 
shall  be  under  no  Obligation  to  supply  the  Public  wi*  any  PW* « 
the  Salt  at  a  lower  Rate  than  the  Current  Price.  We  fropjae  to^ 
our  Salt  after  the  Bzpiration  of  this  week. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 
.  .  Your  most  Obdt  Hum*  Servts, 

JOHN  WIIiOOCKS. 
AhEK'R  WIMOCKS.' 
Directedy 

fiiB  ExMItMy  fiewry  htoMma,  Bsqr.^  PftaideBl;  of  OongM* 

*  See  pages  IW,  724,  HO. 
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Eesolutions  oje*  CoNaiuBsa,  1778. 

In  CongresSi  Aaguat  26,  1776. 
WBMtLMABf  in  ihe  ooQfae  of  the  preiaoi;  w«r,  Bome  oommi&aioDed 
ftQd  ooft-eomnuasiDQed  offieeri  .of  tbe  Amy  and  havj,  m  alao  privaUi 
aoldiersj  marioet  and  teamen,  dm^  looe  a  limb,  or  be  otborwiso  ao 
disabled  as  to  prevent  ^eur  serving  in  the  i^rmjr  or  aayy,  or  getting 
tj^ir  livelibood,  und  ma;  aftand  iti  need  of  relief : 

Resdvedj  That  every  commissioned  officer,  non-eommMmoned  offi* 
oer  i»d  private  e^dier,  who  ikaH  lose  a  limb  in  any  engagement,  or 
be  80  disabled  in  the  eerviee  of  the  United  States  of  Amerioa,  as  to' 
render  him  incapable  afterwards  of  geltiDga  livelihood,  shall  receive 
dvmng  his  life,  or  the  cotttinnanoe  of  raoh  disability,  tiie  one  half  of 
kin  monthly  pay  from  and  after  the  time  that  hie  pay  as  an  officer 
or  soldier  ceases;  to  be  paid  by  the  committee  as  hexeafter  men- 
tioned: 

That  0fery  edmmander  of  any  ship  of  war  or  armed  venol,  com* 
mlesiened  officer,  warrant  <^eer,  mame  or  seaman  belonging  to  the* 
tJnited  States  of  America,  who  shall  lose  i^  limb  in  any  engagement 
in  which  no:  ptw»  shall  be  taken,  or  be  therein  otherwise  so  disabled 
as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  getting  a  livelihood,  shall  receive,  du- 
ring biff'lilB  or  the  comnnance  of  snoh  disability,  the  one  half  of 
bk  monthly  pay  ftom  and  after  the  time  that  his  pay  ae  an  eiloer 
or  marine,  or  seaman,  ceases;  to  be  paid  as  hereafter  mentioned.. 
But  in  case  a  prise  shall  be  taken  at  the  time  soeh  Ion  of  limb  or 
other  disability  shall  happen)  then  each  sum  as  he  may  receive  ont 
of  the  net  profits  of  snob  prise,  before  a  dividend  is  made  of  the 
eeme,  agreeaUe  to  former  orders  of  Congress,  shall  not  be  eeoeidered 
ae  part  of  his  half  pay,  and  oompnted  apcordingly  : 

That  every  commissioned  oiBcer^  non-eommissioDed  officer,  and^ 
private  soldier  in  the  army,  and  every  commander,  eommiesioned 
officer,  warrant  officer,  marine  or  seaman  of  any  of  the  ships  of  war, 
or  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who 
shall  be  wonnd^  in  any  engagement  ao  as  to  be  rendered  incapable 
of  serving  in  the  army  or  navy,  though  not  totally  disabled  from 
getting  a  livelihood,  shall  receive  such  monthly  sum  as  shall  be 
judged  adequate  by  the  assembly  or  other  representative  body  of  the 
state  where  he  belongs  or  resides,  upon  application  to  them  for  that 
purpose,  provided  the  same  doth  not  exceed  his  half  pay. 

Provided  that  no  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officer 
and  private  soldier  in  the  army,  commander,  commission  officer,  war- 
rant officer,  marine  or  seaman  of  anv  of  the  ships  of  war  or  armed 
vessels  belon^ng  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who  shall  be 
wounded  or  disabled  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  his  half  pay  or 
other  allowance,  unless  he  produoe  to  the  committee  or  officer  ap- 
pointed to  receive  the  same  in  the  state  wheze  he  resides  or  beloDgs, 
or  to  the  assembly  or  legislative' body  of  encli  state,  a  certificate' 
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from  the  oommandiDg  officer  who  was  in  the  same  engagement  h 
which  he  was  «o  wounded,  or  in  case  of  his  death,  from  some  otket 
officer  of  the  same  corps,  and  the  sargeon  that  attended  him,  or  i 
certificate  firom  the  commander  of  the  ship  of  war  or  armed  Tttsd 
engaged  in  the  action  in  which  any  officer,  marine  or  seaman  reoeiied 
his  woand^  and  from  the  snrgeon  who  attended  him,  of  the  mm 
of  the  person  so  wounded)  his  office,  rank,  department,  regimaot, 
company,  ship  of  war,  or  armed  ▼essel  to  which  he  helon^,  In 
office  or  rank  therein,  the  natare  ci  his  woand,  and  in  what  totica 
or  engagement  he  veoeired  it : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  seyeral  asaembliee  or  kgiditin 
bodies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  appoint  some  penos  or 
persons  in  their  respeotive  states,  who  shaU  recei?n  and  eiami&e  ill 
each  oerti&cateB  as  may  be  prasented  to  themt  aad  register  (he  mm 
in  a  book,  and  also  what  support  b  adjudged  by  the  aosembly  or  i^ 
gpsktiTO  body  of  their  state  to  those  whose  ease  reqoires  but  a  pv- 
tial  support,  and  also  of  the  payment  from  time  to  time  of  CTS^balf 
pay  and  otiier  allowanee,  and  of  the  death  of  sueh  disabled  pexwDi 
or  ceasing  of  aneh  allowance,  and  ^hali  make  a  fair  and  repilar  i^ 
pmrt  of  (he  same  quarterly  to  the  Secretary  of  Oongvess  or  Board  of 
War,  where  a  sepanUe  record  shall  be  kept  of  the  same : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  or  legialatiTe  bodieiof 
the  several  states,  to  cause  payment  to  be  made  of  all  auch  half  piy 
orodier  allowances  as  shall  be  a^jndged  due  to  the  penoae  afoiv- 
named,  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

Proridod  that  all  such  officers  and  soldier  that  may  be  entitled  to 
the  aforesaid  pension,  and  are  found  to  be  capable  of  dojag  goird<' 
garrison  duty,  shall  be  formed  into  a  corps  of  invalids,  and  Mbjeci 
to  the  said  duty :  and  all  officers,  marines  and  seamen  of  the  uij 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  pension  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  foaodoir 
pable  of  doing  any  duty  on  board  the  navy  or  any  department  there- 
of, shall  be  liable  to  be  so  employed* 

In  Oongress,  September  25, 1778. 

WHsasAB  Congress  by  a  resolve,  passed  on  the  26th  of  Angn^ 
1776,  made  provision  for  commissioned  and  non-commiBsiooed  offi- 
cers of  the  army  and  navy,  as  also  for  private  soldiers,  marines  tod 
seamen,  who  should  thereafter  lose  a  limb  in  anv  engagement,  or  be 
otherwise  so  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
as  to  render  them  incapable  afterwards  of  getting  a  livelihood:  Aod 
whereas  divers  officers  and  others  have  lost  limbs,  or  been  otherfise 
disabled  as  aforesaid,  before  the  said  26th  of  August,  to  whom  the 
like  relief  ooffht  eonitabl^  to  be  extended. 

Resolved^  That  all  provisions  and  regulations  contained  intheeva 
resolve  of  the  26th  of  August,  1776,  snail  extend  to  all  persons  ^°^ 
lost  a  limb^  or  were  otherwise  disabled  as  aforesaid,  in  the  Bcn\ceoi 
(he  United  Colonies  or  States  of  America,  before  the  said  26th  oi 
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August,  fend  ainoe  the  oommencement  of  hostilUies  on  the  19th  of 
April,  1775. 

And  whereas  doubts  may  arise  in  some  cases,  whether  oertain  per- 
aons  maimed  or  disabled,  and  claiming  pensions,  were  at  the  time  in 
the  service  of  the  said  Colonies  or  States ;  For  removing  the  same^ 

Resolved^  That  every  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officer 
and  private  man,  who,  since  the  coftamencement  of  hostilities  as 
aforesaid,  has  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be  drawn  forth  for  the  com- 
mon defence  (and  not  for  the  service  of  any  particular  state)  or  who 
has  turned  out,  or  shall  hereafter  turn  out  voluntarily  to  oppose  the 
enemies  of  the  said  United  Colonies  or  States,  upon  any  sudden  at- 
tack or  invasion,  or  upon  any  enterprise  carried  on  under  their  au« 
thority,  and  in  such  service  has  lost,  or  shall  lose  a  limb,  or  has  been 
or  shall  be  otherwise  disabled  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  tho 
pension  allowed  in  the  said  resolve  of  the  26th  August,  1776. 

Provided  that  any  such  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer 
or  private  men,  being  found  capable  of  doing  guard  or  garrison  duty, 
Shalt  be  subject  thereto,  and  serve  in  the  corps  of  invalids  when  re- 
quired, or  on  refusing  so  to  do,  shall  be  struck  off  the  list  of  pen- 
rioners,  unless  the  person  so  refusing  have  a  family,  or  be  otherwise 
peculiarly  circumstanced  ]  and  the  sovemor  or  president  and  coundl 
of  the  state  he  belongs  to,  or  in  which  he  resides,  are  of  opinion  an 
exception  should  be  made  in  his  laT0U%  and  an  exemption  granted 
him  from  such  service,  a  certificate  of  which  opinion  he  sh^  pro- 
duce previous  to  hb  receiving  his  pension. 

And  whereas  it  may  happen  that  many  persons  maimed  or  disa- 
bled as  aforesaid,  by  reason  of  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  the  deaths  of  their  officers  and  surgeons,  or  other  aoeidentSf 
may  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  procure  the  certificates  reijpiired  by 
the  afore-mentioned  resolve,  to  intitle  them  to  their  pensions : 

Ruolved^  That  in  such  cases  application  be  made  to  the  governor 
or  president  and  oonncil  of  the  state,  to  which  any  person  maimed  or 
disabled  as  aforesaid  belongs,  or  in  which  he  resides,  and  upon  shew- 
ing to  him  or  them  satisfactory  proof,  that  he  was  maimed  or  disa- 
bled in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  and  producing  his  or  therr  cer- 
tificate thereof,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a  pension  in  like 
manner  as  if  he  produced  the  certificates  required  by  the  said  re- 
solve. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary.* 

^  Prom  a  printed  handbill. 
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Board  op  War  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

War  Ofice,  8epl^  M,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Commander  in  Cbiefl  on  tlie  30th  of  June  last,  g»Te  instnu- 
tiona  to  Brigadier  General  Portail,  chief  engineer  in  the  Amexioa 
service,  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  with  sach  of  his  assistantsas  he 
should  thiDK  neoessarj,  to  take  a  full  &  complete  survey  of  the  citj, 
the  river  Delaware,*  and  their  environs,  in  order  frooi  a  ooUected 
yiew  of  the  whole^  to  form  a  well  digested  plan  for  the  defence  off 
river,  and  consequently  the  city.  General  Portall  oame  hither 
acoordinglv,  hut  in  two  or  three  days  was  sent  for  to  attend  GeDenl 
Lee's  triafj  and  nothing  has  been  done  yet  by  him  or  his  assistants. 
Col"  Laumoy  is  now  arrived  here  for  the  purpose,  and  requests  be 
may  be  favoured  with  the  plans  and  surveys  made  bj  General  da 
Coudray.f  These,  we  understand,  are  in  possession  of  the  Sapreme 
Executive  Council ;  If  they  are  we  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  indol^ss 
us  with  them,  that  we  may  furnish  the  Ensbeer  with  such  as  ouj 
aid  him  in  accomplishing  the  views  of  the  GeneraL 
We  are,  Sir, 

ytry  respeclfuHy, 

Tour  most  obedient  Sfervants, 

.  "By  order  of  the  Board, 

TIM.  PIGKKfilHQ. 

The  HodU  George  Bryan,  Bsq'*^  Vioe^presideBt. 


Resolutions  op  Coi^oress,  1778, 

In  Congress, 

September  2$,  1778. 

Besolved, 

That  a  house  be  pTOvided  at  the  city  or  place  where  Congress  shall 
sit,  wherein  shall  be  held  the  several  Offices  of  the  Treasury : 

That  there  be  the  foUowiDg  ofliees^  vii.  the  Gomptrollers's,  Aodi- 
tor's.  Treasurer's  and  two  Chambers  of  Aooounts : 

That  each  Chamber  of  Aocounts  consist  of  three  CommissioDen 
and  two  Clerks,  to  be  appointed  by  Congress: 

*  See  Col.  IBteo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  587. 

t  Bee  Archiyes,  Vol.  V.,  p.  626,  Ac.  This  officer  was  aoetdentally  drovacd 
in  SchuylkUl,  Sept  16,  1777.    See  Shallos,  Vol.  U.,  p.  208. 
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'  TbMi  in  the  Traunurer's  efioe  ihere  be  a  Tietsarar  aiiiMiRlly  a^ 
peineed  bj  OoDgredB,  and  one  Gleik  Appointed  hj  the  Treasurer: 

Tbat  in  the  AmB  Wb  office  there  be  an  Avditor  annaally  a|ipobted 
ky  Coagreas^  «ad  two  Gieiks  appointed  bj  the  Aaditer : 

Thai  in  the  Complvoller^  office  th«De  be  a  Gomptroller  annaalljp 
appesBled  by  CtrngMm,  and  tw»  Clerks  appointed  by  the  Oomptcoller  9 

That  the  Auditor^  Treasurer  andUolnptrolier  shall  not  beap« 
peittted  unless  by  the  reiee  of  nine  states ;  and  that  thby  be  aecount- 
aWe  for  the  eoadwA  of  their  Olerks  respeetively : 

That  the  Audhof  shall  leoeite  all  aosounts  brought  againat  \ka 
Uoitod  Slates  for  money  lent,  expended^  or  advanced  ;  goods  sold  ov 
purchased  ;  setvloss  perioraied  or  work  done;  with  t£e  yondi^ra; 
tmd  shall  refer  them  to  one  of  the  ohambem  of  aoeounts ;  indorsing 
them  in  the  manner  marked  A : 

That  ih^  Oommisioner  of  a  chamber  to  whom  an  ascount  shall  be 
lelmedy  shall  deliver  the  same  te  theb  Olerks  to  be  properly  stated  : 

Thai  the  OkA  shali  stsAe  the  aosoants  la&nred  by  the  Commie* 
siooMif  ,  number  and  arvsnge  the  vouehersi  examine  the  sastingay  and 
make  neoesmry  copies : 

That  the  Cleiles  to  whom  an  aeeount  shall  be  delivered,  after  they 
have  oomplsaled  the  same,  shall  indorse  it  in  the  Bsaimer  marked  B 1 
r  Thal^the  semqiiSB&mers  to  whom  an  aeeount  is  referredas  aforesaid^ 
sbidl  darelully  examine  the  authenticity  of  the  Touobers  (rejecting 
such  as  shall  not  appeur  good,)  compare  tiiam  with  the  artieteii  la 
which  they  relate,  and  detemiue  whether  they  sappkyrt  the  oharges  1 
That  they  shall  reduce  such  artielee  as  are  over  charged,  and  rejeol 
such  as  are  improper  $  and  shidi  indevso  the  aecomis  in  the  manner 
marked  C,  atid  transmit  them,  with  tiie  vonchsrs,  to  the  Auditor^ 
and  oause  an  entry  to  be  made  of  the  balance  passod  i 

That  the  Auditor  shall  receive  the  vouchers  and  accounts  frosa 
tte  Omimis^aerB  to  whom  he  reflbrred  them,  and  cause  them  to  be 
examined  by  his  Clerks.  He  shall  compare  the  several  articles  with 
the  vouohors,  and  if  the  parties  concenied  shall  appeal  from  the 
judgment  of  the  Commbioners,  he  shall  call  before  him  the  Conk 
inissioners  and  the  party,  and  hear  them,  and  then  make  determina- 
tion,  from  wheaoe  no  appeal  tlh^M  lie,  unless  to  Congress.  Thafc 
after  a  cssefbl  examination  of  the  account  as  aforesaid,  he  shall 
Indorse  it  in  the  manner  marked  D ;  of  which  indorsement  he  shall 
Send  a  duplicate  to  be  filed  in  the  same  diamb^r  of  aoeounts,  and 
shall  tftinsmH  the  accounts  and  vouchers  to  the  Oomfptroller : 

That  the  Comptroller  shall  keep  the  Treaaury  books  and  seal,  and 
shall  file  the  accounts  and  vouchers  on  which  the  aoeounts  in  the 
said  book  are  founded,  and  shall  direct  the  manner  of  stating  and 
keeping  the  public  accounts.  He  shall  draw  bills  under  the  said 
leal  on  the  T^easuwr  for  each  sums  m  shall  be  due  by  the  United 
States  on  accounts  audited,  which  previous  to  the  pajment  i^all  be 
souutersigned  by  the  Auditor ;  and  also  for  such  sums  as  may 
from  time  to  time^  be   ordsse^  by  Besotutipna  of  Ooogxea^ 
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wbieb,  preTioQt  io  the  payment,  ahall  be  eonntarrigned  bj  the  Seo- 
retaty  of  Coogrets  in  the  Ibnn  marked  £ :  That  when  moniea  aie 
dne  to  the  United  States  on  aeoonnta  andited,  he  shall  notify  the' 
debtor,  (and  after  bearing  him,  if  he  shall  desire  to  be  heard,)  fix  a 
day  for  payment,  according  to  the  oiTonmstanesa  of  the  eaaoy  not 
exceeding  ninety  daysi  of  wbioh  he  shall  fiTe  notioe  to  the  Avditoc 
in  writiog,  in  form  marked  F : 

That  it  be  the  dnty  of  the  Treasorer  to  reeeiTa  and  keep  (he  numMS 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  issue  them  on  bills  drawn  by  the  GoBp> 
roller  as  aforesaid,  filing  dnplioates  thereof  with  the  Andkor  day  by 
day  as  he  shall  make  payment:  That  on  receipt  of  monies  he  shall 
give  a  receipt  therefor,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Comptroller; 
and  that  he  shall  dnw  oat  and  settle  his  aoooants  qnarterly,  ipving 
the  same  into  the  Auditor  for  examination  by  one  of  the  ChainbeEsctf 
Accounts,  to  be  from  thenoe  transmitted  tbrongh  the  Auditor  to  the 
Comptroller,  who  shall  oompure  the  sane  with  the  treseuy  books^ 
ascertain  the  balance,  and  retnm  a  copy  of  the.same  to  CoDgieas: 

That  the  Comptroller  shall  reeeire  from  the  Treasurer  all  reeeipis 
by  him  signed,  and  afler  making  due  entry  thereof  by  ehnrging  the 
Treasurer  and  crediting  the  proper  aocoants,  he  shall  indone  the 
same  in  the  manner  muked  O,  and  deliver  them  to  the  party  who 
made  payment.  That  he  shall,  every  qnartsr  of  a  year^  nanaa  a  list 
of  the  ballanees  on  the  treasury-beoks,  to  be  made  out  by  iHa  Cleik% 
and  lay  it  before  Congress.  That  where  any  person  hath  raomed 
pnblie  monies  whieh  remain  nnasconnted  £q^,  <»  shall  be  oftherwise 
indebted  to  the  United  States,  or  have  an  unsettled  aeoonnt  wkk 
them,  he  shall  isaiie  a  summons  in  the  form  marked  H,  in  whieh  a 
reasonable  time  shall  be  given  for  the  appearance  of  the  party  ae- 
oordiog  to  the  distance  of  his  place  of  reaidenee  from  the  trsMoryi 
of  whioh  he  AM  notify  the  Auditor : 

That  in  case  a  party  summoned  to  scoonnt  shall  not  appear,  nor 
make  good  essoign,  the  Auditor  on  proof  made  of  service  in  due  time^ 
or  othir  sufficient  notioe,  shall  make  out  a  requisition  in  the  form 
marked  I,  which  he  shall  send  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  where  the 
same  shall  be  sealed;  and  then  it  shall  be  seat  to  the  executive 
authority  of  the  state  in  which  the  party  shall  reside : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  enact  Itivs  for  the 
taking  of  suoh  persona,  and  also  to  seixe  the  property  of  persona  who 
beiog  indebted  to  the  United  States  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay 
the  same,  Notice  whereof  shall  be  given  by  the  Auditor  to  the  exe- 
cutive authority  of  the  respective  states  in  the  form  marked  K,  under 
the  treasury  seal : 

That  the  several  officers  of  the  treafury  do,  before  they  take  upon 
ihem  the  execution  of  their  offices  respeetively,  before  the  Presideot 
of  OoDgress,  for  the  time  being,  make  and  suhssiibe  the  following 
oath ;  vis« 

^^  I  A.  B.  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 

States;  do  solemnly  and  sbcerely  swear;  promise  and  dedaie  io.  the 


PENNSTLVANIA  AKOHIVES  1778.  761 

presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  diligently  and  faithfully,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  my  akill  and  understanding  in  all  things  do  my 
duty  as  a  as  aforesaid^  without  fear^  fitTOur,  affeo* 

lion  or  partiality." 

That  in  the  blanks  of  the  forms'*'  above  written,  no  figures  be 
used  either  for  dates  or  sums,  but  that  the  same  be  distinctly  and 
plainly  set  m  words  at  length,  and  without  erasures  or  interlinations. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 


Ohalqnbe  akp  Whxtb  to  James  Yqujetg,  1778. 

Pbikfil^phia,  September  26th,  1778. 
(Copy.)  ^ 

Sir, 

We  haye  reee'd  Orders  from  Head  Quarters  to  lay  in  at  New 
Windsor  a  Msfsmne  of  Ten  thousand  Bis.  flour.  It  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  support  of  our  Army  &  the  French  Fleet, 
that  this  Order  be  immediately  executed.  We  have  requested  of 
the  Quarter  Master  Gen'l  to  <a11  on  you  for  200  Waggons  for  this 
purpose.  Permit  us  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  their  being 
called  from  the  Counties  t^accnt  to  York.  As  they  arc  all  to  m 
loaded  by  Mr.  John  McCauister  at  York  Town,  to  whom  we  beg 
you  would  direct  your  Deputies  to  order  the  Waggon  Masters  to 
apply.  We  wish  not  to  urge  more  on  your  department  than  it  can 
comply  with ;  but  the  many  difficulties  that  will  occur  by  delay  in 
executing  this  order,  obliges  us  to  request  of  you  to  inform  us  now 
soon  you  can  answer  our  drafts  for  the  necessary  Waggons  to  com- 
pleat  it,  &  what  number,  at  a  draft,  will  be  most  conyenient. 
We  arc,  with  respect, 

your  humble  seryants, 

CHALONBR  &  WHITE,  A.  C.  of  P. 

To  James  Young,  Esqr.,  Waggon  Master  General,  State  Penn- 
sylyania. 

*  These  fenna  are  omiited— they  are  in  the  printed  handbill  from  which 
this  IB  taken, 
f  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  488. 
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John  MircnELL  to  Jambs  Toung. 

Philadelphia,  25th  September^  1778. 
(Copy.) 
Sir, 

We  are  called  on  by  his  Ezcelleaoy  k  also  by  the  Commiswy 
Gen'l  for  Two  Hundred  Waggons  Immediately,  to  transport  Floor 
from  York  Town  &  Carlisle  to  New  Windsor,  must,  therefore,  r^ 
quest  and  desire  you  will  order  two  Hundred  good  Waggons  to  Im 
furnished  by  the  Western  couAtieSy  to  transport  the  flour,  &e.,  crai 
the  Country,  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  have  this  requi- 
sition complied  with  without  delay;  hope  you  will  exert  ail  your 
influence  &  authority  to  procure  the  above  number — a  oonndenble 
number  will  also  be  wanted  to  forward  Provisions  from  Lancaster 
County  &  this  City  to  the  North  Bivet,  at  least  four  Hundred. 
I  am  sir, 

your  most  humble  serv*, 

J'N  MITCHELL,  D.  Q.  M.  Ql 
To  James  Young,  Esqr.,  Wag"  Master  Gen'l,  Stale  PennflP. 


James  YouNa  to  Ohaloneb  and  White. 

Philadelphia,  25th  September,  1778. 
(Copy.) 
Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  your  requisition  I  have  given  the  orders  for  200 
Waggons  for  your  Department  to  attend  your  orders  at  York  Towa, 
as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  letters,  which  I  beg  you  to  seal  * 
forward  by  Express ;  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  how  sood  tbej 
can  be  there,  &  must  refer  you  to  my  orders  to  the  Count;f  Wagg^i^ 
Masters,  who,  I  hope,  will  exert  themselves ;  if  your  Assistant  Mr 
John  MCallister,  should  find  them  Dilitary,  please  let  me  knot  & 
I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  expedite  the  service. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

your  very  humble  Ben'i, 

J.T. 
To  Messrs.  Chaloner  &  White,  A.  C.  of  P. 
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Jambs  TouNa  to  John  Mitchbll. 

Philadelphia,  26th  September,  1778. 

(Copy.)J 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  joar  requisition  of  yesterday^  I  have  ^ven  the 
necessary  directioDS  to  supply  the  Commissary  Gten'ls  Department 
with  two  hundred  Waggons,  but  you  further  write  that  a  considera- 
ble number  will  also  be  wanted  to  forward  Provisions  from  Lancaster 
Ck>anty  &  this  city  to  the  North  River,  at  least  four  Hundred.  I 
therefore  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  particular  number  wanted, 
when  &  where  they  are  to  assemble,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  give 
timely  notice  &  orders  to  the  County  Waggon  Masters. 
I  am  sir, 

your  most  humble  servant, 

J.T. 
To  John  Mitchell,  Esqr.,  P.  Q.  M.  6'1. 


James  Young  to  Wagon  Masters. 

Philadelphia,  25th  September,  1778. 
(Copy.) 
Bir, 

I  have  this  day  received  a  requisition  from  the  Quarter  Master 
Gen'ls  Department  for  two  Hundred  Waggons,  Immediately  to 
transport  flour  from  York  Towd  &  Carlisle  to  New  Windsor ;  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  support  of  our  Army  &  the  French 
Fleet,  that  this  be  complied  with  without  the  least  Delay ;  I  am, 
therefore,  to  Request  &  desire  you  will  send  the  Quota  for  your 
Coanty,  as  underneath,  with  all  speed  to  York  Town ;  send  them 
there  by  Brigades  as  fast  as  you  possibly  can  collect  them,  &  direct 
the  Brigade  Wagson  Masters  to  apply  to  Mr.  John  MCallister,  at 
Tork  Town,  for  loading.  As  you  have  not  lately  been  called  oa 
for  any  Waggons,  &  this  being  a  very  urgent  business,  I  hope  vou 
will  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  to  have  it  complied 
^th— every  poarible  dispatch  must  be  used.  Take  notice  that,  by 
a  law  lately  passed  by  our  Assembly,  the  pay  for  a  Wa^^n  &  four 
Hones  &  one  driver,  is  to  be  three  pounds  fifteen  shillings  ^  day, 
when  they  find  their  own  fora^,  and  two  pounds  fifteen  shillings  fi 
day  when  found  by  the  pubhc.    If  the  owners  of  Waggons  and 
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teams  does  not  directly  tarn  oat  on  your  OrderSi  I  desire  they  may 
be  forthwith  impressed  as  the  Law  direots. 
I  am  Sir, 

year  Tery  hnmble  sery't, 

J.  T. 
Waggons  with  foor  good  horses  &  a  driver, 
FromYork  Town  Gonnty,  -        -        .        ...         70 

<<    Cumberland    ^  65 

<<    Lancaster        <<  65 

loo 

To  Mr.  Joseph  Jeffries,  9  miles  above  Yorlttown. 
"  Mr.  Mattheu  Gregg,  Carlisle. 
*^  James  Bayley,  Ssqr.,  Lancaster. 

Waggon  Master's  Gen'l  for  said  Counties. 

P.  S.  Please  to  write  to  me  by  the  return  of  the  Express,  and 
bibrm  me  how  soon  you  will  have  this  demand  oomplyed  with. 


John  Mitchbll  to  Jambs  TouNa,  1778. 

Copy. 

Philad-,  26«*  Sept',  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  favor  of  this  day  I  have  duly  received,  and  have  sent  your 
Letters  to  Lancaster,  York  &  Carlisle  by  express.  I  am  doubtfnll 
all  the  Teams  in  York  &  Carlisle  will  be  wanted  to  go  to  Pittsburg, 
therefore  Lancaster  must  send  the  number  to  those  places.  Two 
Hundred  Teams  will  be  Immediately  wanted  to  convey  the  Provi- 
sions from  Lancaster,  Lebanon  &  Riems  Towti,  &  four  Hundred  to 
convey  the  provisions  from  this  City  to  New  Winsdor.  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  they  should  be  frLrnished  without  the  least  delay, 
as  the  consequences  may  be  of  the  worst  kind.  The  Fleet  &  Army 
depend  on  it,  as  the  provisions  provided  for  the  Army  have  been 
sent  to  the  fleet. 

If  you  cannot  procure  tbe  Teams  Immediately  please  to  inform 
xa,  that  other  Steps  may  be  taken. 
I  am  sir^ 

Yoor  most  humble  ServS 

JN*  MITCHELL, 

©•  Q.  M.  G«. 
Directed, 
Ja'  Young,  Esq.,  W.  M.  Gen^  state  Pe&n\ 
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Jambs  Young  to  Waggon  Masters^  1778. 

Copy. 

Phila*,  27«*  Sept',  1778. 
Sif| 

Application  is  made  to  tne  from  the  Qaarter  Master  Gen^  De- 
partment for  four  hundred  Waggons  to  conrov  the  provisions  from 
tyB  City  to  new  Windsor,  &  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  they 
should  be  frimisfaed  without  the  least  delay  as  the  consequences  may 
be  of  the  worst  kind.  The  Fleet  ft  Army  depend  on  it  as  the  pro- 
Tisions  for  the  Army  have  been  sent  to  the  Fleet.  I  therefore  most 
attmestly  request  you  to  send  the  Quota  for  your  County^  as  under- 
neath, to  this  City  as  ^t  as  possible,  for  that  purpose.  As  the 
Weather  ft  Roads  are  now  good  I  hope  to  see  the  Waggons  all  here 
this  Week.  If  the  people  are  Delitary  I  desire  they  may  be  forth-* 
with  impress^  as  the  lAw  directs.  These  400  Wag**  are  exclusive 
•f  200  that  I  have  order'd  from  Lancaster  County  to  Convey  the 
provi^ns  from  that  County  to  New  Windsor.  So  you  see  the 
Demand  is  large  from  all  the  Counties  ft  the  business  very  impor- 
tant, therefore  pray  Exert  yourself  with  all  diligence. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

J.  Y. 

Circular. 

Quota  of  Waggons  for  each  County. 

Philad*  County, 70 

Bucks, 70 

Chester 60 

Berks, 110 

Northampton, 90 

Wag*-, 400 

Directed, 
To  the  County  Wag»  Masters. 
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James  Young  to  James  Bayley  1778. 

Copy. 

Phila*,  27«»  Sept',  1778. 
Sir, 

Altbo'  I  wrote  jou  the  Day  before  Yesterday  to  send  65  Wagna. 
immediately  to  York  Town  to  load  flonr.  Yet  I  have  no4ber  De- 
mand on  me  Yesterday  for  400  Wagn^.  to  Convey  the  proTuiaiia 
from  this  City  to  New  Windsor,  &  two.  hundred  to  eonyej  the  Prp- 
visions  from  liancaster,  Lebanon  &  Ream's  Town  to  New  Wiadbor. 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  they  should  be  furnished  withoat  the  least 
delay,  as  the  Conseauenccs  may  be  of  the  worst  kind.  The  Fleet 
k  Army  depends  on  it,  as  the  provisions  provided  for  the  Amy  have 
been  sent  to  the  Fleet.  I  therefore  most  earnestly  request  yon  to 
furnish  200  Wagons  for  the  purpose  of  conveving  the  jproyiakmi 
from  Lancaster,  JUebanon  &  Beam's  Town;  also  add  §5  to  the 
number  order'd  the  25th  Inst^  for  York  TowUi  which  will  make  lOO. 
in  all  800  from  Your  Counter.  No  doubt  you  will  think  the  demand 
very  large,  but  the  business  is  very  important  &  requires  your  otneit 
Exertion.  If  the  people  are  delitary  I  desire  they  may  oe  farthwitk 
impress'd  as  the  law  directs.  The  roads  &  Weather  are  now  good| 
&  I  hope  you  will  in  a  few  days  have  the  whole  Compleated. 

I  am 

Your  very  humble  Servt., 

J.  Y. 

Directed, 
James  Bayley,  Esqr«,  W.  M.  G.  for  Lancaster  County. 


Philad%  27*  Septs  1778. 
Waggons  Order'd  by  the  Waggon  M**  Gen'  for  immediate  Service 
in  Consequence  of  a  requisition  from  the  Quarter  Master  Genls. 
Department. 

From  Lancaster  County  to  go  to  York  Town, 100 

From  Do  To  convey  provisions  from  Lancaster, 

Lebanon  &  Beams  Town, 200 

To  Come  to  Philad* : 

From  Philad*  County, 70 

Bucks, ;• 70 

Chester, 60 

Berks, 110 

Northampton  County, 90 

700 
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John  Van  Campen,  &o.,  to  V.  P.  George  Bbyan,  1778. 

Lower  Smithfield^  Northampton  County^ 

Septem'  27%  1778. 
Sir, 

We  think  proper  to  gi7e  yonr  Honour  lutiligenQe  of  the  present 
Cucnmstanoes  of  this  part  of  the  State,  relative  to  the  fears  the  good 
people  of  these  Townships  labours  under  for  fear  of  the  Indians.  It 
IS  BomQ  time  past  since  the  Melitia*  times  were  up  &  they  disoharg' ; 
we  for  some  time  after  were  in  hopes  that  others  would  be  sent  to 
take  their  place.  Abore  us  in  Deleware  &  upper  Smithfield,  a  fine 
Gentry  near  thirty  miles  in  length,  is  almost  Eyacuated,  the  people 
moved  orer  to  new  Jersey  for  safety ;  k  in  this  Township  there  is 
only  a  Guard  left  at  Coml.  Stroud,  whoes  times  is  almost  expired  & 
will  soon  return  home,  ft  unless  they  are  replaced  with  others  we 
shall  lay  expos'd  to  the  Ravages  of  the  savages.  There  is  a  Verbel 
report  here  that  Men  is  sent  towards  their  Towns ;  as  for  the  cer- 
tainty we  do  not  know,  ft  if  so  the  success  is  uncertain,  ft  if  the 
attempt  should  prove  unsuccessful  we  may  soon  expect  to  shere  the 
fate  of  the  later;  and  as  there  is  no  Men  to  scout  to  make  any  dis- 
covery, the  first  notice  we  may  expect  is  a  Stroke,  we  therefore 
Submit  our  case  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Honour  ft  the  board  of  War 
to  grant  us  luoh  assistance  as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  think 
Proper. 

We  are  with  duo  respects 
your  humble  sarv*% 

JOHN  CHAMBERS,  Sub  L*, 

BENJAMIN  VAN  CAMPEN,  Sub  D, 

NICHOLAS  DEPDI, 

JACOB  STROUP,  Cornl, 

JOHN  VAN  CAMPEN. 
Directed, 
To  the  Honourable  George  Bryan^  Esqr. 
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BoAED  OF  Wab  ot  T.  Matulck,  1778, 

War  office;  Sepi'  29, 1778. 
Sir, 

Ool.  LauiDoy  has  aeen  the  plan  of  the  Delaware,*  in  tbe  hinds  of 
Mr.  Rittenboase,  but  he  tells  him  he  cannot  part  with  itanlessbj 
an^order  of  Oonncil.  Gol.  Lanmo  j  wishes  to  take  a  copy  of  it  so  &r 
as  may  be  nsefnl  for  execntfng  the  Qeneral's  orders  to  him.  T^ 
board  therefore  reqaest  the  loan  of  it  a  day  or  two  for  that  paipose. 
I  am;  SiT; 

Your  most  obed*  senranti 

TIM.  PIOKBMNa 
Directed. 
To  Timothy  MaUack;  Esq.;  Seeretary;  &o. 


Council  to  Major  Etkb,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Gonneil  direct  me  to  apply  to  you  for  an  aooonnt  of  tbea- 

pence  of  repairing  and  replacing  the  Bridge  aoreas  SobayDdn;  a^  ^ 

end  of  Market  Street,  f  , 

I  therefore  reqaest  you  will  please  to  make  oat  the  accoontiDd 

send  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  respectfully. 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

T.M. 

Philad%  Sept'  29th,  1778. 
To  Major  Eyre. 

♦  See  page  768.  f  See  page  686. 
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Jno,  Watson,  Ja,,  to  V.  P.  Bryak,  1778, 

Nottiogham,  Sept''  30th,  1778. 
8ir, 

Whereas,  the  Galley  men  belonging  to  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Fleet,  while  they  lay  at  Watson's  Creek,  in  y«  State  of  N.  Jersey, 
Last  Winter,  for  want  of  a  Timelv  supply  of  Wood,  were  under  the 
Neoessity  of  Burning  a  Consideraole  Quantity  of  Fenoe  for  me ;  the 
Damage  Being  valued  by  two  Freeholders  of  the  Township  at  thirty 
one  pounds,  a  Certificate  of  which  is  in  possession  of  some  of  the 
Members  of  the  Late  Navy  Board,  and  Notwithstanding  I  made 
frequent  applioations  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Board,  while  in 
Trenton,  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any  Satisfaotion.  Have  thought 
proper  to  make  this  application  to  your  Honour,  and  Beg  the  said 
Damage  may  be  paid  to  Capt.  Isaao  Roaoh,  who,  with  the  other 
officers  of  the  Fleet  will  inform  your  Honour  of  all  the  Particulate 
that  are  Necessary. 
I  amj 

With  becoming  Regard| 

Your  Honours  most  obed*  & 
Most  Hum*  ServS 

JOHN  WATSON,  Jun^ 
Honb>'  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  President  of  Gounoil,  Philada. 


JoHH  HuBLBY  TO  T.  Matlaok,  1778. 

Lancaster;  October  Ist^  1778. 
Sir, 

Just  this  moment  I  have  reoeived,  by  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Bailey, 
Printer  in  this 'Town,  yours  of  the  19th  Ulto.,  respecting  the  Bt^si- 
ness  at  Bedfoxd,  which  I  suppose  was  begun  the  29th  ^pt^,  and  it 
seems  by  yoow  as  if  Council  bad,  before  yours,  urged  the  same  busi<* 
ness,  if  so,  I  never  received  their  Letter,  nor  hav0  I  asen  their  Com* 
mission  or  do  I  know  the  Purport  of  it  further  than  that^  among 
others,  my  name  was  inserted  in  the  Commission  for  holding  a  Court 
of  Oyer  &  Terminer  at  Bedford.  Mr.  McClean,  at  Tork,  wrote  to 
me  some  Time  agoe»  informing  me  thereof,  and  also  that  General 
Armstrong  bad  appointed  the  29th  Sept'  for  being  at  Bedford^  But 
it  was  out  of  my  Power  io  attend  at  that  Time,  as  very  Particular 
Business  will  require  my  attendance  at  Philad*  next  Week,  which  I 
engaged  to  attend  before  I  knew  of  the  Commission.     Had  I  been 
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informed  before  tbe  Bay  fixed,  poedblj  I  sboold  haTe  made  it  ndte, 
80  as  to  be  able  to  bave  given  my  attendance,  bnt  as  Things  hxn 
fallen  out  it  was  out  of  my  Power.  HoweTer,  I  bope  the  Oenerd 
and  Mr.  MoOlean  are  gone  np,  as  in  my  answer  to  Mr.  MoCleaa  I 
strongly  pressed  his  attendance,  and  informed  him  how  I  was 
situated.* 

I  am.  Sir, 

T'  rery  h'ble  Serr*, 

JOHN  HUBLET. 


John  Hahbriqht  to  V.  P.  Brtait,  1778. 

Lancaster,  Ocf  1st,  1778. 
Hon*  Sir, 

Inclosed  I  send  you  a  Deposition  taken  Before  Justice  ThomM 
Hewet,  of  Northumberland,  respecting  a  Gruel  Murder  which  has 
been  committed ;  it  is  suggested  to  me  that  Scoby  has  for  three  or 
four  years  past  Claimed  a  Tract  of  Land  in  the  Possession  &  CIsib 
of  the  Family  Murdered— «&d  that  he  and  the  others  named  in  the 
Deposition,  lire  at  or  near  Fort  Allen,  in  Northampton.  It  is  much 
desired  that  they  be  apprehended,  that  Justice  may  be  done. 

I  also  inclose  to  your  Honor  a  List  of  Persons  who  hsTe  joined 
the  Enemy  and  are  gone  with  them,  their  Efieets  are  Seised.  Coun- 
cil, I  make  no  doubt,  will  do  what  is  necessary  respecting  them. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Council  that  Col.  Hartly  set  off  from 
Samuel.  Wallis's,  in  Muncy,  with  three  hundred  and  odd  naen  oa 
Sunday,  the  20th  Ultimo,  in  order  to  make  an  inoursion  on  two 
Indian  Towns,  lying  on  the  North  Branch  of  Susquehanna,  where  it 
is  understood  that  the  EnemT  hare  frequently  rendcTonsed.  The 
Expedition,  I  am  in  hopes,  will  succeed  to  our  expectation,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  be  well  begun,  and  every  ProTision  well  madet,  and  des- 
patohed  with  great  Secrecy. 

I  should  have  made  it  a  point  to  be  with  Connal  before  now,  but 
the  long  Fatiguing  Journey  which  I  have  just  performed,  send  ni  the 
same  time  not  being  in  Health  has  prerented  me^  but  hope  to  have 
the  Pleasure  to  be  in  Philadelphtm  shortly. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  the  Councils 

and  your  most  Humble  Servant. 

JOHN  HAMBBIOHT. 
Direetedf 

The  Honorable  (George  Bryan,  Yiee  President  of  Penvsylvuiay 
Philadelphia. 

*  See  page  760. 
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Deposition  or  Aity  BsBrn,  1778; 


North*  G0.9  88. 

'  PenoDallj  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Jaatioee 

of  the  peace  for  the  Goantj  affs',  Affj  Beeth,  and  after  being  duly 
sworn  as  the  Law  directs,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  on  a  certain 
Thursday  in  August,  the  exact  date  she  does  not  remember,  a  certain 
r:  Charles  Scobey  came  to  her  House  about  7  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 

and  asked  this  deponent  if  her  Husband  was  at  home,  she  answer 
he  was  not ;  s*  Scoby  asked  again  when  she  Ezpect'd  her  Husband 
Home,  she  answered  that  Niffht ;  said  Scoby  then  said.  Well  I  hope 
he  will  not  come  home  this  Night,  for  your  sake  and  your  children's, 
•'.  he  further  added,  it  is  a  Mercy  that  he  is  not  at  home ;  then  this 

deponent  asked  him  his  reasons,  or  his  Meaning  for  such  Expres* 
/  sions,  he  answered  that  he  dare  not  tell  by  any  Means,  or  if  he 

would  he  would  be  scalped  or  tomahawked  like  any  Indian.     Imme- 
diately a  certain  Daniel  Lee,  Oliver  Smith,  and  a  man  unknown  to 
^        *  this  deponent  come,  upon  whieh  they  all  four  withdrew  some  dis- 
?  tance  and  held  a  private  Conference  for  about  an  Hour,  after  which 

91'  they  returned,  and  Oliver  Smith  Comanded  this  deponent  to  Get 

0C  Super  for  them,  after  which  the  sat  about  the  fire  and  kept  a  per- 

]%  petual  Whispering,  which  she  did  not  understand ;  they  then  Lay 

I  down,  and  about  8  o'clock  in  the  Morning  the  Got  up  and  went 

::*  away,  and  this  deponent  followed  out  and  asked  said  Scoby  privately 

li  his  reasons  for  such  Conversation  Last  Night,  who  answered  her  as 

^  before ;  also  that  s'  Scoby  told  her  that  if  she  Heard  any  Noise,  or 

;  Gun  shots,  not  to  be  afraid,  for  they  would  not  hurt  her;  and  further 

,'i  this  deponent  saith  the  Wednesday  before  she  heard  three  shots, 

^  and  about  that  time  the  Widow  Ulty  and  her  three  sons  was  Killed 

j;  in  the  most  Inhuman  manner,  and  this  deponent  saith  she  has  just 

^  reasons  to  suspect  said  Scoby  and  his  Companions  for  said  Murtheri 

g  and  the  Intention  of  her  Husbands  deaths  and  further  saith  not. 

i  her 

i  AFFY  X  BEETH. 

mark. 


Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  Sept.,  A.  Dom.. 
1778. 

THO-  HEWITT. 
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/ 

John  Balston  and  others  to  V.  P.  Bwan,  1778. 

May  it  pleaae  joar  Ezoellenoj, 

la  Pursaance  of  your  Bequest,  Dated  Philada.  Sept.  17,  1778, 
We  Have  inquired  iuto  the  Facts  set  forth  in  a  Petition  signed  Etc 
Yoder  and  Ester  Bach  man,*  in  behalf  of  themselves  &  others. 

And  Beg  leave  to  Report  that  most  all  the  Personal  Estates  of 
the  Persons  named  in  the  Petition  was  Taken  from  Them  in  conse- 
Quenoe  of  an  Aot  of  General  Assembly,  Intituled  an  act  for  the 
further  securitj  of  the  Government,  and  Likewise  their  Stores,  jet 
we  Learned  from  the  Petitioners  themselves^  that  thcj  have  Grain 
Enough  for  the  support  of  their  Families  for  one  year,  as  their  crops 
of  the  Last  Harvest,  both  Grain  apd  Hay,  was  wholly  Left  them  for 
their  own  use,  but  as  the  seizure  was  made  Just  before  harvest^ 
Probably  some  of  them  Might  have  been  in  some  want  for  a  few 
days;  Likewise  we  find  that  Abraham  Geissinger's  wife  had  not  a 
Bed  left  her  although  she  was  Near  her  Time  of  Delivery,  and  also 
one  of  the  most  Necessitous }  And  that  Henry  Sell  was  Robbed  of 
all  his  Cash  shortly  before  his  goods  were  seized,  and  is  likewise  at 
times  somewhat  Delirious;  That  by  what  we  could  Learn  the  snm 
arising  from  the  sales  of  said  Estates  Amounts  only  to  about  Nine 
Thousand  Pounds. 

We  are  with  Great  Respeot, 
Your  Ezoellenoys 

Most  Hamble  Servants, 

JOHN  RALSTON, 
PKTER  RHOADS, 
FELIX  LYNN. 

Upper  Sacon,  Got.  2d,  1778. 
J)irectedf 

Hia  Exoelleooy  George  Bryan,  Vice  Pres't. 


Col.  Dan'l  Brodhbad  to  Vice  Pbesidknt  Brtan,  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  Fort  Hclntoah,  Got  14,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  bearer,  Capt.  Stokely  of  my  Reg't,  has  recmited  a  oonndcn- 
ble  number  of  Men,  for  which  he  has  not  been  paid  the  full  Bounty 
allowed  by  our  State.  The  Men  are  now  become  Tery  olamonrons, 
and  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  sending  Capt.  Stokely  to  get 
the  Money  to  pay  &  satisfy  them. 

*  See  page  747. 
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Perhaps  Captain  Stolely  will  be  under  the  disagreeable  neeessity 
of  waiting  on  the  President  &  Goancil  to  enable  him  to  do  Jastioe 
to  the  Reeruita,  Should  that  be  the  ease  I  shall  be  ever  obliged  to 
yoa  for  giving  him  snoh  ordera  to  the  County  Lieutenant  for  that 
parpose/  as  you  may  think  neeeaaary,  that  no  unnecessary  delay 
may  prevent  bis  speedy  return  to  his  Duty  here.  I  hope  you  will 
Pardon  the  Liberty  I  have  taken  in  thus  addressing  you,  & 
Believe  me  to  be  your  most  obed't  serv't, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 

Col.  oftheP.  Reg't. 
Directed^ 

Hoo'ble  Qeorge  Bryan^  Esq*. 


Lt.  Samubl  Hunter  to  Vice  PaESiDBiirT  Brtak,  1778. 

Fort  Augusta,  7th  October,  1778. 
Sir. 

The  6th  Ins't  Col.  Thomas  Hartley  returned  from  an  Expedition 
he  carryed  on  against  some  of  the  small  Indian  Towns  oil  the  North 
Branch  of  Susquehanna,  where  he  was  informed  there  was  a  party 
of  Indians  and  Tories  assembled,  but  they  being  appraised  of  Col. 
Hartley's  maroh  by  a  party  of  Wariora  he  met  coming  to  the  West 
Branch,  whome  our  People  fired  uppon  and  shot  their  Captain  dead, 
nppon  which  the  Indians  fled  imeadiately  and  alarmed  the  Towns 
Ool.  Hartly  was  bound  for,  so  that  they  had  time  to  put  their 
&milys  and  chief  part  of  their  Effects  out  of  the  way  oefore  he 
arrived  there,  and  when  ho  came  to  Tiaogo,  where  he  took  some 
Tories  Prisoaera,  they  informed  him  that  there  was  a  Town  called 
Shamnng  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  there,  where  there  wis  a 
Body  of  Indiana,  Tories  &  Regulars  in  Garrison,  as  good  as  siz  or 
aeven  hundred ;  Col.  Hartley  after  consulting  bis  Omcors  thought 
it  moat  Expedient  to  return  back  without  attempting  Shamung, 
and  80  after  destroying  Tiaoga  &  Shesiken  and  bringing  off  fifty  or 
sixty  Head  of  Homed  Cattle  and  some  Horses  they  got  therSi 
beside  several  other  articles  our  People  brought  with  them  in 
Cannoes. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Indians  was  collecting  a  party  to  intercept 
Col.  Hartly  on  his  maroh  to  Wyoming,  which  they  acoomplished, 
and  fired  on  our  People  in  front  in  this  side  of  Wyaloosing,  where 
the  Indians  had  way-iay'd  our  People  among  a  parsel  of  Rocks  as 
they  were  murchiDg  through  a  piece  of  narrows  along  the  River 
side,  but  Col  Hartley's  People  returofi^g  t^^  ^^  bmkly  made  the 
Enemy  give  way,  and  marched  but  %  U^^e  ^^J^  ^xa^iskt  when  they 
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were  fired  on  again  in  the  rear,  and  after  a  brisk  fireing  on  BoiA 
•ides  for  some  time  the  Enemy  retreated. 

It  mnst  be  acknowledged  onr  People  beheaved  with  Conrige  ind 
Conduct  in  bringing  off  their  wounded,  all  their  Cattle  and  paek 
Horses ;  suppose  the  Enemy  followed  all  the  way  to  Wyomms  and 
scalped  four  of  Col.  James  Murray's  men  after  they  arrived  mn\ 
as  for  a  more  minute  account  of  this  Expedition,  I  refer  you  to  GoL 
Hartley's  own  Letten  to  the  Board  of  Warr  &  Executive  CoDoeil. 
But  in  the  whole  it  was  well  conducted  considering  the  number  of 
men  that  went  with  Col.  Hartley,  not  above  two  hundred  and  fiftj, 
which  shows  that  Officers  and  men  beheaved  with  spirit  in  bringisg 
with  them  five  Indian  scalps  besides  several  more  of  the  Snemj 
kiird.  CoL  Hartley's  loss  was  seven  killed  and  eight  woosded 
including  those  that  was  killed  at  Wyoming. 

As  for  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  they  seem  very  msdi 
afraid  at  present,  hearinff  of  such  a  large  Body  of  the  Enemy  being 
so  nigh  as  Sbamung,  and  all  the  militia  that  was  here  from  Lbb- 
oaster  County  &  Berksgooe,  as  their  times  was  Expired,  and  Dooe 
here  but  part  of  CoL  Glartley's  Regiment,  sixty  men  of  Col.  Jamei 
Murray's  Company  of  six  month's  men,  and  about  one  hundred  rf 
our  own  militia,  which  is  doing  duty  in  several  parts  of  this  GoaBtj, 
which  is  no  way  adiquit  to  the  security  of  the  same,  as  I  am  oeitun 
the  one  half  of  this  County  is  left  vacant,  and  not  more  than  one 
third  of  the  Inhabitants  that  lived  formerly  here,  is  putting  in  »nj 
fall  crop  this  year,  so  that  Distress  &  Miserv  must  ensue.  If  no 
Continental  Troops  is  ordered  up  here  this  fkll,  nor  no  militia  from 
other  Countys  bordering  of  us,  I  am  afraid  a  number  of  those  tlui 
has  brought  their  famHys  back  will  leave  the  County  again. 

This  Company  of  Col.  James  Murray's  that  was  raised  for  it 
month's,  at  present  consisting  of  sixty  men,  has  been  in  service  not 
better  than  three  months,  and  has  not  received  any  of  their  paj 
during  that  time,  complains  very  hard,  and  I  am  certain  diej 
deserve  their  pay  as  well  as  any  other  Company  I  know  in  the 
Continental  service.  Agreeable  to  the  orders  I  received  from  Coon- 
cil,  each  man  that  found  himself  in  a  good  Bifle  Jk  Acoootrementa 
was  to  be  allowed  Eightv  Dollars,  thb  is  the  footing  this  Company 
is  rais'd  uppon,  and  all  little  enough,  fbr  they  wear  a  vast  qoantit/ 
of  Shoes  and  Shirts  as  they  are  constantly  on  scouting  psrtys,  and 
is  just  now  come  in  after  being  with  Col.  Hartley  on  this  Itft 
Expedition,  and  beheaved  Well  which  he  can  assert— there  is  ^^ 
wise  a  number  of  the  militia  of  this  County  that  has  not  leo'd  pajj 
as  the  Paymaster  has  not  got  money  enough  to  pay  them  off. 
I  am  S'r,  wiUi  great  esteem. 

Your  most  obed't  humble  Serv't, 
SAM'L  HUNTER,  Ueu^ 
Directed, 

Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq'',  Vice  President  of  ihe  S^qtem 
Executive  Council,  Phikdelphia. 
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Pebsidknt  op  CoKaMSS  TO  V.  P.  Bryan.  1778. 

1^  Phaad%  7th  October,  1778. 

Honorable  Sir, 

Within  the  present  Cover  yonr  Honor  will  find  two  acts  of  Goa- 
r         greaSy  via. 

I.  Of  the  2nd  Instant  for  oontinning  the  present  embargo  on 
•;         Provision  until  the  last  day  of  January,  1779,  and  for  divers  other 

purposes  therein  mentioned. 
3  2.  An  Aot  of  the  5th  Inst,  for  exchanging  with  Continental  Gnr- 

.         renej  anoh  looal  Bills  of  Credit  aa  have  been  received  in  the  loan 

office  of  each  State  respectively, 
r  I  am  with  very  great 

^  Esteem  &  respect, 

'  Sir,  your  Honor's 

most  obedient  Serv't, 
J  HENRY  LAURENS, 

i  President  of  Congress. 

'  DirecUd. 

To  Hon^  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


I 


*        JosBPH  Donaldson,  &o.,  to  Joseph  McPhebson  &  othbbs. 
^  1778. 


^  Yorktown,  October  7th,  1778. 

I  Qentlemeo, 

$  We  cannot  refrain  from  addressing  you  on  an  occasion  of  great 

i  eonseqoence  to  this  County. 

\  The  day  of  Election  for  choosing  our  Representatives  in  Assembly 

I  is  near,  and  we  would  be  happy  in  joining  with  yon  in  sending 

I  members,  who  are  the  most  capable  of  doing  us  service. 

The  consequence  of  a  good  representation  is  obvious  to  every  one^ 
If  the  Laws  are  good  and  well  executed  the  people  are  happy.  If 
bad,  the  reverse  is  plain,  we  shall  be  miserable. 

We  would  wish  you  would  review  the  Transactions  of  the  Assem- 
bly in  their  late  sessions,  and  we  think  you  will  agree  with  us,  that 
the  present  members  ought  to  be  changed. 

By  the  Constitution  it  is  required  that  every  member  should  be 
sworn  not  to  do,  or  consent  to  any  Aq^  q^  thing  whatsoever,  that 
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shall  have  a  tendency  to  lessen  or  abridge  the  rights  and  priviUfH 
of  the  peoplei  na  declared  in  the  Constitution  of  this  State. 

In  Section  the  6th  of  the  frame  of  Oovemment,  provides  tbit 
eyerj  Freeman  of  the  full  age  of  twenty  one  years  having  resided  ii 
this  State  for  the  space  of  one  whole  year  next  before  thedaji{ 
Election,  and  paid  public  Taxes  during  that  time,  shall  eajoj  tU 
lights  of  an  Election. 

Thus  every  Ereeman  of  full  age,  who  has  resided  in  the  State  i 
jut  before  the  time  of  Voting,  and  paid  the  public  taxes  has  Uie 
right  of  Voting. 

This  right  is  declared  by  the  Constitution  to  be  unalterable;  ^ 
by  a  late  Act,  they  have  attempted  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  aotdj 
to  abridge  and  alter,  but  totally  to  take  away  this  right  fran  ill 
persons  who  have  not  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  before  the  fas 
of  June. 

Allowing  the  propriety  of  taking  from  such  persons  the  TigM  of 
Voting,  yet  the  Assembly  were  restrained  not  only  by  their  OA 
but  by  the  Constitution,  which  makes  us  think,  that  this  l&wisiHt 
founded  on  the  public  good,  but  made  to  continue  the  present  Deo- 
bers  of  Assembly  in  power. 

In  regard  of  their  frugality  it  will  be  necessary  to  ohsene,  '^ 
Chief  Justice  had  formerly  £400  *^  annum,  the  present  chief  Jostiee 
has  £3000.  The  other  Judges  used  to  have  each  £200  f  m^ 
th«y  BOW  have  £1600. 

The  Attorney  Greneral's  salary  was  formerly  £75,  'tis  dow^Ow 
besides  doubling  his  fees  of  Office,  the  Secretary  used  to  have  £30 
salary,  the  present  Secretary  has  i^lOOO. 

Those  are  some  Instances  of  what  the  Assembly  have  done,  Thfj 
have  in  many  others  deviated  from  the  Constitution. 

We  are  resolved  to  give  our  voice  against  such  Men,  as  anwortoj 
of  representing  our  County.  ~  •    • 

We  inclose  you  a  list  of  some  Qentlemen  which  we  hope  will  m&^ 
your  favour,  and  we  request  you  may  think  what  we  have  dones 
with  a  view  to  the  Public  good,  without  any  other  motive. 
We  are  Gentlemeui 

with  Sincerity  your 

assured  Friends  &  well  wishers, 

JOSEPH  DONALDSON, 

J.  HOUSTON, 

GEO.  EtCHELBERGKR, 

FEED'K.  EICHELBBRGK^ 
in  Behalf  of  the  Meeting. 

Col.  Bobert  M^Pherson,  &  the  Inhabit*  of  that  District 
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Aoi  of  YirgUiift  nnpMtiBg  dotbing, 

126. 
AAmmMf  JckB,  and  B.  Fnnklin,  leilM 

ftt>in  Parity  6S1. 
AddreMt  of  OongreM  to  InhoMtMrts^ 

AUoffteaoe,  Astaoibljr  ffo«t  Ml.rMp«64A 

oath  of,  433. 
iai«n»  'J«ilM>  itMomeato  r0ip«oliiif^ 

407/ 
AllWktown,  AniM  Ao.  ot»  H,  135,  473, 


Andoyer  Iron  Works,  "S*  J.,  178. 
Andres  Dorta,  Brig,  Aa.,  deatra^od  by 

Anonymous  Hemarki  on  J.  Brown's 

BzaminatlAn,  31. 
Anlot»jae«I.OoL,  176.. 
Antes,  WiUiam,  466. 
Armour,  Lieut.,  4SL 
Arms,  Ae.,  to  be  ooUeotod,  47,  51,  52, 
63,  86,  193,  244,  376,  395,  452,  466, 
463,   480,  482,  486,  488,  496,  604, 
505,  522,  547, 54^558,  562,  576,  639, 
654,  745.    Ree'd  from  France,  108. 
Armstrong,  GtaiL  John,  oompliiim  elf 
mitfUa,  109.    Loiters  to  and  from, 
80,  48,  68,  60,  70,  85,  00,  160,  122, 
148, 149,  230,  238,  293,  412,  489,616, 
612, 613, 616, 667,  661«  660,  680, 716, 
717,  744.     fili    position,  91,   168, 
Lead  mine,  412.    Aeeonut  of  opera- 
«ioM  akOheiBot  Hill,  Ac,  70. 
Anhff  American,  moyameote  of,  81, 
43,  70,  88,  90,  97, 100,  104,  108,  144, 
IM,  151,  162,  165, 169, 189,  190,  280, 
238, 241,  268,  266,  296, 891, 866, 869, 
174, 481,  471,  666,  668, 686,  692, 669, 
573,  734-786,  766. 
Anny,  ftritisb,  movemevts  of,  26,  81, 
32,  43,  70,  88,  96,  97,  100,  101,  226, 
263, 266, 285,  299, 866,  887,  899, 470, 
500)  508,  568, 64M,  622, 678, 706,  784- 
786»  749.  Barbarity  of,  470,  600-662, 
503. 
ArndtfJohn,  386. 

Arnold,  Qenl.  Benedict,  oommaode  Id 
Phils.,  d68»  Proclamation  on  ooaaoaJ 


r  tfonofPbn.,  606.  Letters,  687,  704, 
708,  748. 

Arrest  of  Protbon.  of  Bedford  Co.,  12. 

Assembly  —  Laws,  recommended  by 
Conneil  to,  696.  Besolutions,  64,  73, 
84, 156,  806,  694,  733.  Ask  for  pa. 
per»,  272.  Aseembly  and  Council  to 
Congress,  104, 109,  111,  888.  Letters 
to,  126, 152, 869,  618,  708.  Laws  to 
bo  proelaimed,  896.  Laws  recom- 
mended by  Council,  618,  686. 

A6ee,  Wm.,  212. 

Attomer  General  to  be  more  liberally 
^ovtded  for,  686. 

Auditor  GettL  U.  6.,  ttata  of  flnattees 
U.  S.r691. 

Augusta,  Fort,  letters  from,  respeottng 
Indians,  57,  176,  191,  893,  478,  499, 
687,  662,  664,  670,  671,  678,  699,  616, 
624,  681>  667,  711. 
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Baehe,  Ricbd.,  appointed  to  superin- 
tend magavines  of  flour,  285. 

Bail,  by  whom  to  be  taken,  595. 

Bailey,  Francis,  and  Capt.  Lang,  464, 

Bailey,  James,  766^ 

Bald  Eagle  Creek— Indian  murden  on, 
615,  552. 

Bany.  OapL  Jobn,  248. 

Batwell,  R«T.  Mr.,  96,  144^ 

Bayard,  Col.  John,  61,  76. 

Beaton,  John,  494. 

Bedford  Co.->-aIorming  aondition  from 
Indians,  88w  Protbon.,  arrest  of,  12. 
Records,  12.  Alarms  of  Indians,  194. 
MiUthH  229.  Records,  Coart,  Ac, 
238,  511.  Alarms  from  Indiana  and 
Tories,  438,  468,  459,  460,  469,  478, 
606,  624,  682.  Arms  in,  606.  6up. 
plies  for,  6.^9.  Freeholders  of,  677. 
Prtsonots,  569.  Justices,  677.  Besti- 
tute  ef  arms,  ftc.,  619.  Tory  trialf 
*t,  %Wt  764,  769. 

Berks  Co.  Militia,  47,  119.  Justices, 
letter  (Vba,  168,  722.  Wagons,  212. 
Cob»M  1^4.  W<»  «tumiey  wbo  prao- 
tit^i;Ooarta>t4i,  4W.    CommU- 
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nistioner  for  pvrelitsiiif  proTisioni. 
327,  347.  Tories,  34S,  344,  846,  362, 
Comm'r  of,  896,  620.  MUiti*,  418. 
Cenns  of,  418.  Tut  assoued,  620. 
JaiticM  of,  i&ialted  by  Lt  CoL  M07, 
722. 

BerkenliMit^  Pr^  wref t  of;  742. 

Bethlehem — a  raipioioiu  box  direetod 
to,  6-7.  Deposition  respeetine,  7, 
Floar  to  be  ient  to»  177.  Gen.  Gktei 
at,  107.  Troops  ordered  hj  Oongresi 
to,  874.  Giurdi  at  to  be  diimiiMd» 
541. 

Biddle,  CoL  demest,  dothlor  €kiiL, 
70,  92,  104, 128,  189,  187,  299,  821, 
640,  788. 

Biddle,  John,  242. 

Billet,  Crooked,  nirpHM  and  aotion  at, 
on  GenL  Laoej,  470l  Barbari^  of 
British  soldieri,  471,  600.  Depod- 
tions  rospeetinc,  600. 

Billingsporti  Lord  ComwalUf  gone  to, 
28,  80.  Batteiy  to  ba  tfaotad  hj 
Col.  Bull,  740. 

Bills  of  Credit-at  Loan  Offlee,  184. 
Depreciation,  312.  Issned,  270. 
Stniok  bj  British  eaUed  in,  69.  In- 
qniiy  respeetiaCr  688,  648. 

Blaine,  Bphraim,  D.  C.  G.,  262. 

Blankets,  tearoity  o(  98,  268. 

Blewer,  Capt.  Joseph,  671. 

Bine  Bell^-skinnish  at  between  Pet. 
tor's  and  CornwaUls's  men,  82. 

Board  of  War,  (Continental),  35,  42, 
62,  03,  74,  79,  84,  80,  98,  118,  127, 
176,  185, 188, 19$,  196, 206,  208, 214, 
210,  233, 208,  281,  830, 861, 860, 870, 
.  ^92,  403,  429, 444»  464, 492,  616, 626, 
629,  638,  640,  646, 649, 666,  668, 676, 
681, 686,  693, 606,  608,  643, 644,  646, 
648,  649,  654,  655, 667, 668, 676, 684» 
688,  727,  745,  749,  758,  768.  Reso- 
lotions  o4  74.  Inqniriee  respeoting 
provisions,  ^0.,  186.  Order  of,  199. 
Letter  to  Comress  flroa,  816.  Pka 
for  support  of  frontiers,  626. 

Bond,  PhineMr  ^^^ 

Bondfleld,  John,  172,  830. 

Bondinot,  SUa%  89,  127, 162. 

Boyd,  Andrew,  356,  432,  483,  682»  646, 

Boyd*  Col.  J.,  596. 

Bradford,  Col.  Wm.,  11,  24»  27,  80,  204, 
332. 

Bradford,  WiUiamC,  461 

Brady— son  of  Capt.,  mortally  wounded, 
688.    Partioulars,  689. 

Brandywine,  Battie  of.  68,  214,  286. 

Bridges  orer  SohnylkiU,  686»  768. 

Brigade  Mi\{ors,  not  Aimished  with 
commissions^  240. 

Brigadier  Generals  needed^  149, 161. 

British,  flag  and  escort  |it  Lancaeter, 
affair   betweeq«   and   oAoers,   368. 


Vessels  of  war,  706.    PleetstBkik 
Island,  73.^-736. 

Brodhead,  CoL  Daniel,  462,  492,  IM^ 
660,  662,  687,  773. 

Brown,  John,  mittimus,  Ac  Ibr,  25^  SI, 
46^  Anonymena  reasaiks  on  Idi  «• 
amination,  36. 

Bryan,  George^  V.  P.,  10,  108,  INt 
138, 144. 

BueWao,  Artkwr,  485^  487, 60S. 

Buchanan,  Wm^  34. 

Bucks  County— Beoofds  lobe  hsmM 
88.  MiUtia.  06.  ClotiiiBg  fooii 
92, 107,  146,  180^  187.  Alani  is, 
380.  Lusolenee  of  Tories  is,  HI 
Captnrss  by  eMa^'in,  361, 268, 3IL 
Bxposure  to  enemies,  696. 

Bull,  GoL  John,  138, 188, 160, 3H  TM 
To  ereot  battery  at  ^lUafqMw^  UL 
Ifarehea  brigade  to  eaei^  ttaa% 
133.    Complains  of  remoTsl,  191. 

Bud.  Bdwari  a^ pointed  protiisasfy^ 

BaiioyM»  GmL,  eaadnet  In  Coafsa- 
tion,  GenL  Gates'  answer  rs^Mtisft 
10&  Report  te  and  fesctatfnrf 
Congress,  on  breaoh  of  Ooarsalio^ 
163-166, 176. 

Bamety  fiilaa,  dapoeUieB,  7. 

Butier,  CoL  Richard,  363,  886^  404,421, 
668. 

Butier,  CoL  Wm.,  639^  637. 

Butier,  Lt.  CoL  ZabnloB,  at  SaabsiT, 
600. 

Byers,  Capt  Jeha,  336. 


Gadwalader,  CoL  Lambert^  666.      , 

C^dwell,  Charles,  demand  of  kirn  >v 
money  paid  Ibr  hie  apprehsaaiii 
603. 

Caldwell,  Comm'r  Sir  Jaaaes,  81 

Oannisten  for  Cartridges,  dssoiiM«f 
898. 

Cariisle,  but  one  lawyer  prastidaf  «• 
der  Constilation,  338.  Um^^"^ 
338.  Court  held  at»  338»  611,^1- 
RepleriM  issned,  exensss,  mm  « 
Wm.  Montgomery,  a  traitor,  239. 

Carothers,  Lt.  John,  436, 488, 447i  w, 
487, 491,  639,  669,  609r  «1^  ^•J^^ 

Oarson,  Joseph,  aeeonnt  te  (3sih 
seissd  in  Bucks  eo.,  146.        ^^ 

Cavalry,  recommended  by  Cosi*^ 
of  Congress  in  letter  to  Prss.  iw- 
ton,  316u  Beeolntieas  of  OwT^ 
to  respectable  young  mea  **  /"^ 
823,  339.    Gen.  Lacey  qb,  t9L 

Chaloaer.  Jahn,  320, 821. 

Chaloner  d  Whiter  761,  762. 
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Cbfaat  io  be  plMed  aerMi  Chemvt  tt, 

741. 
ChAmberii  Col.,  men  applaaded,  97. 
Chamberi,  Jokn,  8ab  Lt.,  504,  639. 
Chelsea  Forge  for  iron,  627. 
Obeanttt  Hill,  preoipilate  retreat  «f  en* 

•my,  100. 
Chester  eo.— Letters,  4,  98,  258,  781. 

Head  Qaarters  in,  98,  101.  Militia, 
494.  Aral  in,  496.  Comm'n  taxes, 
Ml. 

Cheranz  de  Arise,  M. 
Chew,  Beqjamin,  reqnest  fai  fSsTovr  of, 

61.    RemoYal  of,  85.    Release,  864, 

867,378,880,380,607,518. 
OhfUty,  Janes,  deposition  respeetlng 

eoanterfeits  foond  In  wagons,  288. 
CIreiriars  of  Conneil,  66,  88, 179, 198, 

294,  452^  688,  660. 
Clarke,  Abraham,  867,  389. 
Clarke,  John,  Jr.,  28. 
Claypoole,  James,  624. 
Clergy  to  be  ftimished  with  eoptei  of 

address  of  Congress  to  Inhabitants, 

489. 
Cllatom  eon.,  (BHt.)  27,  82. 
Clothing,  9, 12,  21,  27,  88,  88,  42,  52, 

01,  75,  85,  87,  92, 107, 125, 184, 142, 

146,  179, 181, 186, 189, 198,  251,  858, 

275,  291,  848,  887,  404,  412^  419, 

426,  428,  559^  566,  648,  660. 
Clorer  Seed,  John  Penn  sends  for,  10. 
Cljmer,  Daniel,  106. 
Coato,  Ool.  Wm.,  227.    Capture,  261, 

381. 
CoUeetors  of  clothing,  83. 
Commissaiy's  department,  ooasplalait 

against,  185,  295,  426, 431. 
Commission  not  neeessarj  for  Brigade 

Msjor,  255.    Vor  privateers  granted, 

829. 
Commissioners  for  Berks  eo.,  520. 
Commisslonen  of  Chester  eo.,  561. 
Commissioners  for  Laneaster  eo.,  581. 
Commissioners  of  Western  Department 

886. 
Commisslonen  of  Clotblng,  27, 179. 
Commissioners  for  seising  Bstetesi,  18, 

646,  658. 
Commissioners   for   eolleetiag  prerl- 

sions,  278,  294,  829,  419,  431.    To 

desist  ftrom  pnrohases,  422. 
Committee  of  Congress,  816,  862,  889. 

Letters  en  Cavalry,  817,  866,  867, 

884,  677,  758. 
Compass,  sign  of;  Lt.  HaminMid  killed, 

368,  276, 291,  826. 
Confederation  of  States,  act  for,  19. 

Agreed  to  by  Pennsylvania  Conneil, 

466.    Consented  to  by  Virginia^  144, 

232. 
Ooombe,  Her.  1!homas,  Jr.,  637.   Pafs 

for,  626. 


Congress,  letters  to  and  lh>m,  4,  0, 12, 
80,  41,  116,  186,  162,  163,  168,  161, 
162,  176,  207,  208,  210,  242,  249, 
284,  298,  816,  818,  827,  883,  840, 
841,  860,  861,  868,  864,  878,  894, 
403,  448,  460,  485,  488,  493,  607, 
688,  524,  689,  692,  607,  618,  667, 
670,  671,  672,  708,  710,  712,  718, 
724.726,  729,  787,  742,  754,  771. 
Besolutlons,  9,  50,  79,  82,  111,  146, 
160,  168,  177,  184,  216,  267,  273, 
286,  299,  800,  838,  841,  856,  864, 
866,  874,  875,  877,  882,  888,  899, 
422,  433,  442,  468,  461,  807,  508, 
657,  578,  086,  586,  002,  669,  672, 
702,  706,  732,  758,  758.  In  relation 
to  Genl.  Burgoyne,  168*  In  rela- 
tion to  respectable  yoaag  men  form« 
ing  troops  of  Cavalry,  828.  Remon* 
straaee  of  Ooonoil  and  Assembly 
against  eantoMnent  of  army,  104, 
109,  111,  888.  Memorial  from  pri- 
soners at  Winehester,  IIL  Print* 
ing  of  Journals,  191,  287.  At  least 
three  members  neoessary  from  eaeh 
State,  868.  Inattentive  to  support  of 
frontiers,  635.  Letters  from  Lord 
Howe  and  Oen.  Clinton  nnder  oonsi> 
deration,  684.  Reeelveon  embargo,  - 
586.  Invite  Cooneils  to  reeeption  of 
Mens.  Oerard,  677.  Olffeet  to  ex* 
penee  of  fortMeatlons,  706. 

Conneotlont  settlers  tnlfering  from  In* 
dians,  086. 

Continental  money,  operations  of  Oirsn 
Jones,  Jr.,  in,  58-^6.  Connterfeits 
on  wagoncfrs,  200,  206,  215,  283.  On 
a  eoaob  maker,  859. 

Continental  troops  and  militia  don't 
agree,  291. 

ComwalUs,  Lord,  gone  to  Billingsport, 
going  to  Red  Bank,  28,  80,  48. 

Ooshioton  destroyed  by  Indians,  051. 

Conneil,  letters,  [see  Snp.  Szeo.  C.,] 
ResolntioBS,  04.  Cironlars,  65,  88, 
179,  198,  240,  294.  Complaint  to 
Congress,  279. 

ConnoU  of  Safety,  letters,  8,  4.  Ordi- 
naaoesofthe,  eonsldered,  eonflrmed 
or  repealed  by  the  Assessbly,  78. 
DIssolation  of,  64.  Order  of,  92. 
and  Assembly,  to  Congress,  888. 

Conneil  of  War,  on  the  fleet,  20. 

Counterfeit  Continental  Bills  fonnd  on 
wagoners,  Ae.,  200,  306,  315,  388^ 
665. 

Coarts,  228,  234,  245, 304, 661,  685. 

Court  of  Admirdty  necessary,  685. 

Court  martial  prooeedings,  581,  697, 
704. 

Oewell.  Bbeneser,  51. 

Cox,  John,  letter,  16,  39. 

Craig,  Robert,  41. 
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Omig,  OoL  TkdBiM^  411* 

Crispin,  WUlUn,  151,  175,  20$,  208, 

440. 
Cttlbertoon,  CoL  Bober«»  448. 
UnmbwUmd  eoantj,  Tory  Bit.  aalMd, 

M.     KlUtt%   169,    179,    426,  •05. 

fiocM  thieYM  m,  SSL    Im«s,  550. 


I>Mift,Ffmn«ii,3I8,584. 

Darby,  fkirmUh  aen- with  G«bL  Poi- 
Ur's  men,  141. 

]>ftridMn,  Mr.  Jttk,  ioaOraotloiii,  Aa., 
to,  14, 100,  181, 186. 

DftTi«,  Jobn,  502. 

DaTifon,  Hngb»  reoignsaa  Li,  504. 

Bo  HftM,  a«B.  J.  P.,  040,  648, 649, 674. 
PropoMs  to  raioo  Tolimieor^  646. 
Difllon^r  wopaBthi^  aooHUMid,  684, 
670,  7». 

I>oHayeii,Ha«h,58* 

3>o  HsTon,  Peter,  52,  458, 475,  632.  • 

mUwaro  Kirer,  naval  and  militsry 
operalUnfl  on,  11,  10,  20,  21,  28,  24, 
27,  28,  44,  47, 50,  110,  121, 180,  188, 
204.  For*  Mifltn,  11, 19,  24,  27,  246. 
Briiiek  ▼oeoeU  in,  11, 27.  Red  Bank, 
11,28,80,246.  BiUingaport,  23,  27. 
Lord  OorawalUi,  28,  81.  OenL  OMn- 
ton  witb  trpopa  airlf  oe^  27.  Veiaeli 
bncned  for  saCHy^  28^  W.  Propoeal 
to  lalt  fish  from,  for  the  army,  880. 
Banken  T«aeel  of  enemy  to  be  raiaed, 
652.  British  Teu«U  in,  706.  Conn, 
eil  of  War,  Ohevaax  do  Vriae,  20. 
Fort  Mercer,  Red  Bank,  21.  Forti- 
f>ing^  710.    Map  oi,  758,  768. 

Delegates  in  Gongross,  letters,  4, 116, 
186,  207,  281,  268,  279,  298,  859, 
380,455,535,677. 

Deposttiona  and  examiaationi^  Silat 
Bdmet,  7.  John  Sweeny*  58.  Jaoab 
Sitler,  67.  Fred.  Sehauee»  67.  Pvit. 
oneta  in  Virginiiw  75.  Margocai  Lo- 
derman,  117.  Daniel  SbeUy,  95. 
8ama^  Stewart,  217.  H<Mry  Mao* 
•in,  221.  Joseph  Rode,  224.  Weadle 
Meyer,  225.  Jamee  Ckristy,  283. 
IVm.  Harper,  442l  Ool.  F.  Watte  nnd 
B.  Uenty,  500.  Thomaa  Craven,  501. 
Wm.  SUyner,  501.  Samael  BrwiA, 
.602,  R.  Weston,  542.  R*  Weston, 
M.  Warwlek,  and  J.  Vanaant,  542. 
Garret  and  John  Van  can  t,  596-7. 
AsoUhald  Hamilton,  679.  AiTey 
Beetb,  771. 

Deserters,  411,  732. 

Desbler,  Col.,  394. 

D'Bstsing,  Count,. 671 1  and  kit  fleet  ia 
Rhode  Island.  734-786. 

Detroit^  Oor.  of,  cnoearagea  Indiana 


and  Series,  466.     OekgrsssvvpMi 

an  expedition  against,  629.  Owml 

Armstrong's  views  en,  657. 
Dickinaons,  Mc,  hoaas  tent  by  Bd- 

tisk,  31. 
Dilwertk's  fipeUiac  baek  sr  Ottak 

written  for,  by  a  membsr  of  On- 

gte8i,209. 
DiB||ey,Charies,162. 
DoMldaen,  Joaapb,  Ae.,  775. 
Downingtown,  llonr  to  be  seat  to,  m. 
Dryslow,  David,  326. 
Dna«e^  Jomas,  102. 
Dnck^  Rev.  Jaoob,  letter  to  WsiUig- 

ton  refesred  to,  6. 
Dner,  Jaba,  latter  toF.  L.Lee,277,»4 
DoaUp,  James^  610l 
Danlap,  John,  Oongrese  negetialewilb 

for  eontinuing  {mblioatiea  ef  Jssr- 

aalB,  19L 


Easton,  nngnarded  eonditioB  ef,  117. 
Soldiers  dtotnased  <br  elefkfaig,m. 
Hotpitala,  198.  Hamad  ss  a  n»> 
desvons,  802.  Torte«,  842.  Oefesw- 
less  state  of,  846.  I^eps  ordoroity 
Gonfrees  to^  374.  No  hoasss  to  ti 
badin,862,88L  «aards  to  be  dif- 
miaaed,  541. 

Eayres,  Col.  f  31. 

Bdvarda,Tkomaf,  449. 

Bgg  Harbor,  a  prise  brig  there,  79i 

Elder,  Josha««  615,  616,  646. 

Hmbdcga  ordered  by  Congrssi,  iH, 
708,  709.  Relaxation  ef,  Ut,lSi, 
747. 

Beoeat,  BritUk  and  Ai«,  217. 

Estates  of  Tories  to  be  seised,  IS.  M 
94. 

Euwein.  John,  Morttrians^  75L 

Evans,  Ed««H,  544. 

Svana,  CoL  Zkomaa,  has  a  Teiy  piiM' 
ner,  709. 

Evans,  Wm.,  rarpeetfaiK  Terie%  79L 

Bfring.  Goal.,  885, 

Exempts  firom  militia  duty,  458. 

Byre»  Miyer,  76& 


Falconer,  Nathaniel,  anpefiateadiator 

BOnr  magMtoo,  285, 240. 
Fast  day  reeommaaded  by  Coagvo^ 

341. 
Fayette,  Marquie  de  La,  said  to  bo  ■»• 

niaated  Ambassador  to  U.  &*  ^*> 

658,  668. 
Fortnetoa,  Mrs.  KUubetk.  opiaisa  tf 

by  Genl.  Boberdean,  13L     Miff 
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'anfl  p«M«ii  MipOTttBg"  lt«f  OTtata 

sad  husband,  617. 
FiDsncet  of  U.  8.,  691. 
£1»h  from  the  Delaware,  prepeeal  to 

salt  for  tbo  aimy,  $90. 
Vieher,  Hesry,  TeeMli  in  Delaware, 

106. 
rnkkm,  N.  T.,  a  plaee  of  rendeiveiu, 

Flag  of  traoe,  BriOsb,  317,  132,  US, 
371. 

Floor,  large  quantity  ordered  by  CoiM 
greis  to  be  parohaeed,  177,  S66,  278, 
•2S1, 848.  Magmine  for  prorislone  to 
be  eetablishod;  178,  388,  877.  Re- 
■olre  of  Coogrees^  377.    Pereons  ap- 

-  pointed  to  Uy  ap,  234,  240,  241,  272. 
Instraotions,  Ac,  303>314.  Letters 
of  Board  of  War  t»  Oengress,  318. 
C.  and  A.,  838.  Desist  l^m  porokas* 
of,  432,  431,  448,  876. 

Flowers,  Col.  B.,  78, 138,  460,468. 

Fwagey  418,  738, 742,  762. 

Forrest,  Mejor,  367. 

Forst,  David,  286. 

Fort  Hand,  673. 

Foroiter^er,  21,28. 

Fort  Mifflin,  heavy  cannonading  at,  11, 
18.     Loss  of,  19,  23,  24,  27,  47. 

Fort  at  Pittsbarg,  plan  to  destroy,  607. 
Prorisions  for,  532.  Respecting,  670. 

France,  arriral  of  oiilitary  stores  from, 
for  the  army,  108.  Aid  from,  173, 
330.  Treaty  with,  466,  479,  493, 
686, 621.  Fleet  and  ambassador  a»* 
rire,  688,  689.  Bloekade,  N.  York, 
689.  ' 

Franklin,  B.,  and  John  Adams,  letter, 
^2U  Treaty  with  Franoe,  486.  BH 
opinion  of  Amerieaas,  681. 

Fraokatown',  lead  nine  near,  293. 

French  Creek  powder  works,  640. 

Frootien,  alarms,  murders,  Ae.,  flnurn 
iadians  and  ToHes^  436,  438,  447, 
458,  460,  467,  469,  628,  630.    Plan 

^  fi^  sapporl  of,  526. 

Furman,  Moore,  439. 


ORlbraith,  Lt  Barfcrem,  642,  648. 
Galbraith,  Col.  Robart,  238,  511,  660. 
Gfllbraitb,  Thomas,  533. 
ti allies  asked  for  by  Gen.  Wasbtngtonr 
•884.    Members  of  Congress  on,  669b 

Dismantled,  421,  440. 
Oalloway,  Joseph,  347. 
(lalloway,  Mrs,  Joseph,  respeeting  her 

property.  6J»5.    The  law,  675. 
Garland,    Capt.   George,  oommaxkds  a' 

Galley,  737. 


Gates,  OenLlforitio,  aii8w«nr  faspeet- 
log  Burgoyne,  108,  \ 

Gerard,  Mons.,  French  amVaesador  ar- 
rives, 638,  671.  Applies  for  William 
Btfaker,  671.  Hia  raoeption  by  Con* 
gfesB,  677. 

Germantown,  €knl.  Armstreog's  letter 
on  military  moveoMots  near,  70. 
Gen,  Irwin  woaaded,  71.  Eaaape  of 
Gen.  Reed,  71.  Stoakteg  wearert 
and  Taaaere  at  work  at,  128. 

aibbon,  Wm.,  630. 

Gibbs,  Major,  Journal  in  R'd  Island, 
784. 

OlbaoB,  CoL  Gaoifa^  319,  324,  653. 

Glover,  Gen.,  31. 

Gordaa,  John,  842,  344,  348y  468,  684. 

Gordon,  Lewis,  466, 634. 

Gotarla^  John,  443.  • 

GMiff,  Matthiaa,  64. 

Gray,  Wm.,  and  Joba  LMie,  877. 

Chreat  BriUln,  King'f  spaeoh  to  Partial 
meat,  14.  Burgoynes  eoBTantioa  to 
bo  oonflrmed  by,  168^  176. 

Qreea^  Qenl.  Hathanial,  486, 444, 463, 
630. 

Gree#,  JoMph*  888. 

Gronow,  Lewis,  496. 

Qnibb,  OoL  Curtis,  174^ 


Haberstlokv  Miehael,  362. 

Hagner,  Lt.  Fnderiek,  466. 

Hale,  Thomaa,  and  N.  Weaver,  628. 

Bamberger,  John,    powder  worka  on 

French  oreek,  64(L 
Hambright,  C.ipt.  John,  67,  682,  670, 

626 ;  aoeonnt  of  a  mnrdar  and  .skie^ 

mish,  770. 
Hamilton,  James,  372,  383,  433,  456, 

468.  Certifieate  of  Dr.  Shippen,  376. 

Pass  for,  469,  4l6.    Discharge  of, 

435,  456,  465,  468. 
Hammond,  Lt,  kiMad  af  the  Compaai, 

•  258,  276,  291,  826. 
Hand,  Fort,  6T3. 

Hand,  Gen.  Edward,  lent  against  In- 
dians   on   frontier!,   18.      Reoalled 
/ft^m  Pittsburg,  69.    Coaferenea  with 

Indians,  681. 
Hardie,  Robert,  petition  of,  269. 
Harper,  Wm.,  depoaitloik,  442. 
Harrfai,  Dwrid,  82. 
Harris,  John,  311,  674. 
Hart,  Wm.,  396,  481.  524. 
Hartley,  CoL,  351,  497,  668,  674,  680, 

682,  687»  880;  690,  691,  892,  785, 
.  729,  776,  778. 
Hoselwood,  Comm'r  John.  47, 121, 182, 

167,   181,  »4r  248^  698^  734,  749. 
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OflUBoi  to  Ibe  nmk,  1€7.    FmIs  f» 
Bpecting  eTaomUion  of  Fort  Mifflin, 

Huen,  Col^  at  Brtod]rwine,  68. 
Honry,  Li.  Wm.,  nakes  large  poroba* 

Bt§  of  whiikoj  at  high  priooiy  S05, 

SOS.    Iioitorfl,  M8,  6a. 
HoMiaai  at  MiUlotown,  649. 
HiUcgaa,  Miohaol,  668,  648,  686. 
HoM,  Jonalliaii,  810. 
HolUdaj,  Mr.,  aotiro  on  froBtftn,  116. 
HoUlngfirorth,  fleniy,  anpoiintoiidont 

of  floor  magarino,  886« 
Hooper,    Robort    Leitia,  76,  78,  187, 

187,  198,  218,  848,  M8,  887,  S84» 

288,  844. 
H6oper,  Robt  IMtii,  Jr^  appoiaiod  to 

purehaao  floor,  4o.,  286, 24L 
Hortof,   purohaao  of,   818,  898,  482, 

416,  427,  429,  448,  448,  444,  468, 

454,626,688,688,828b 
Porehaao  ioQO«moadod    b/  Oom«  of 

OoBgron,  818, 
Hone  thieree,  Britleb,  from  Pbilad'a, 
.  depoiltioniroipootiBg,  221-228^  881, 

891,898,482,688. 
Honston,  Otipi^  of  state  asrjr,  42L 
Howe,  Gen.  Sir  Wm.,  28,  48,  88,  129. 

In  Chetter  eo«ntj,  129.    Propoaee 

ezehange  of  priaonere,  289.    Letter 

firom,  to  Congresi,  586. 
Habler>  John,  768.  Can't  attend  eonrt 

at  Bedford,  789. 
HubloT,  Joseph,  146. 
Hnmpbreys,  Wbltehead,  ooatnoito  bo 

made  with,  for  steel,  178. 
Hunter,  Lt  Somad,  67, 176,  181,  882, 

478,   499,  687,  652,  688,  684,  670, 

671,  678,  699,  816,  824,  881,  887, 

888,  711,  778. 
HnntingdoB,  Gen,,  80. 


Indiana,  on  Weeteni  frontiers,  18. 
Alarms  from,  in  Bedford  eoBnt7,80, 
194.  Murders,  89.  Westmoreland 
00.,  Ao.,  89,  176,  191,  194.  John 
Harris's  opinion  of,  211 ;  and  Tories 
on  frontiers,  488,  447,  487,  489, 489, 

485,  487,  630,  6S6,  888,  882,  888, 
889,  874,  882,  888,  890,  891,  892, 
787.  Captain  Alexander  MeKee, 
and  others  Join,  446.    Marden  bj 

486,  487,  491,  496,  499,  615,  618, 
1624,  55S,  569,  684,  670,  671,    673, 

677,  689,  808,  810,  612,  847,  866, 
881,  873,  888,  721.  Commissioners 
to  hold  treaty  at  Pittsburg  with,  678. 
Defenee  against  the,  688.  General 
Hand's  oonteoMO  with,  88L     Gen. 


Anastralig  on  warftue  wlih«  C14.  At 
Wyoming,  888,  829,  631,  681, 194, 
847,  848,  880,  882,  889, 730.  6cm. 
ral  paaie,  884,  886»  639,  641, 158. 
Defensire  amagemeati,  644,  Mi. 
Ooebioton  deatroyedby,  661.  Kill 
Capt  MiUer.  873.  Bon  of  Cs^tiii 
-  Bindy  mortally  wonaded,  688^  Mi 
Messages  to  CoL  Geo.  Moma,  N7, 
862,  714.  Treaty  at  Feet  Pitt»  TI7. 
Col.  Hartley  attacks,  776, 771 
lastmetions  to  Jas.  Dandsom  16, 181 


To  millers,  388-386.  To  sepsristas- 

fproTiaisUiSItt 

807,  311-814.  To  F.  Baily  mi  Ct^ 


dants  for  pnrehase  of  | 


Laing,  respeetlbg  provisiont  li  Vv* 

gnk^484^    t^8herifl;8tL  TkU, 
»y,  717. 
InvaUd  Regiment,  design  of,  41L 
Ivoa,  works  at  AndoTsr,  N.  Jt  ti  f" 

steel,  1 78.    Chelsea  foigst  617. 
Irrine,  CoL  WUUam,  728. 
Irwin,  Gen.,  wounded  near  Gwwas- 

town,  and  death,  70,  86,  89, 66»  6^ 

128.    Negleeted  by  militia  whes  ki 

fell,  100. 
Irwin,  Matthew,  fltUng  a  privtlMr, 

188^  718. 


JeffHes,  Josph,  848. 

Johnston,  Col.  Franois,  appoisted  to 
reoeiv>e  aad  distribute  dothisff,  HI* 
Disabled  by  ill  hetdth,  260.  Orders 
782. 

Jones,  Owen,  Jr.,  63-68u  Opmtfi« 
in  Continental  money,  63^6,67,  i^ 
Resohitione  of  Board  of  Wsr  re^pw- 
ting,  removed  to  Staanton,  74.  Mt- 
tore,  102,  108.  BesoL  of  Onv^ 
79,93.112.  Board  of  War  fsqMili 
fllraft,  188. 

Jones,  Thomas,  38,  89,  167, 166, 1» 
No  flour  on  hand,  38. 

Journal  of  Major  Gibbs,  of  epsntiMi 
in  Rhode  Island,  733. 

Jnstioee  of  Berks  eo.,  138. 


Keaofalin^  Lt.  Andrew,  9S,  107. 
Kearny,  Gapk,  surprises  ladisDi,  TB. 
King  of  G.  Britain,  speeeh  «^  ^^^ 
KIrkbride,  Col.  Jos.,  98, 176,  HI- *S 

280,  603.    Hia  property  bvi*»d  U 

enemy,  603. 
Knox,  GenL,  877. 
KowaU,  Col.,  719,705. 
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^^•*oe7>  Bri|^.  Gon.  John^  Jr.,  appointed 
Brig.  GenL,  168,  170.   ReUeres  Gen. 
Potter,    168.      Hen  appl&nded,  «7« 
Marches  with  troopt  near  enemy'e 
lines,  1 33.    Respecting,  96, 168, 170, 
202,662,663.  Asks  to  raue  e  troop  of 
niUaa  horse,  370, 390.  Skinnieb,365, 
414.     Acoonnt  of  surprise  and  aotion 
.    ai  Crooked  Billet,  470.    Depositions 
respeotin|  Brltiah  barbarities,  600. 
Commendation  ef,  645.    Court  Mar- 
Ual,  681.  Wagons  lost,  623.   Letters 
to  and  from,  168,  203,  226,  240,  255, 
265,  361,  379, 381,  384.  390,  398, 402, 
410,  414,  470,  579,  680,  594,  505. 
Kambar  of  troops  redneed,  202,  226, 
S64,  261,  265.    Orders  of  Connoil, 
254.     Troops  arrire  at  Gamp,  291, 
S26.     Betams  of  troops,  297,  402, 
472,  485.    Remarks  to  G«u  Wash- 
ington  abont^  825. 
Laird,  Samnel,  550. 
Lancaster  Go.— Mittimus  for  J.  Keller, 
Ac,  80.    Gnards  for  military  stores, 
174.    jnomr  to  be  deposited  at,  177. 
Begnlations  for  the  main  guard  at, 
198.    Coatroreray  between  an  olBeer 
and  torem  keeper  at,  200,  206,  268. 
Beoretary  Matlaek  insulted  at,  201, 
Wagon    Masters,  212.     Letters   to 
mai^trates  of,  258.    Lt  Hammond 
killed  at  "the  Compass,"  268.  Aifair 
of  "the  flag"  a4  268.    Traitors  in, 
361.    Want  of  money  to  buy  horses, 
884.    Letter  of  Commissioners,  531. 
President  Wharton  dies  and  is  buried 
at,  493,  553.     Taxes,  531.     Crews 
fi-om  gaUies  arrlYS  at»  550.    MiUtia, 
594. 
Lanmoy,  CoL,  asks  for  plan  ef  dty,  768. 
Laws  to  be  proclaimed,  396,    Recom- 
mended by  Council  to  Assembly,  685. 
respecting  property,  675. 
Lawyers,  scarei^  of— but  one  in  Car- 
Hale,  228.    Not  one  in  Beading,  245. 
Lead,  soareity  of,  293.     Mine   near 
Frankstown,  293,  413.    Gen.  Reber- 
dean  undertakes  working,  423.  Fur- 
naee  at^  446. 
Lebanon,  No.  of  Militia  at,  much  it 

dueed  as  guards,  264,  549. 
Leber,  CoL  Abm.,  45, 105. 
Lee,  M^Jor  Thomas,  440,  568b 
Lee,  Francis  Lightfoot,  82,  147,  277, 

Lesher,  John,  170,  827,  346,  667,  675. 

Lamas— Adams,  John  A  B.  F.,  521. 
Antes,  William,  456.  Anttstn>ng, 
Gen.  John,  30,  43,  53,  60,  70,  84,  90, 
100,  122,  148,  149,  230,  238,  293, 
41^  489,  516,  612,  613,  635,  657, 
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m;  6S4,  689,  sa,  m,  eis,  657, 

•70, 071,  072,  708,  710, 71S,  713,  728, 
727,  737,  741,  754,  775.  CoomU, 
Rer.  Thomas,  Jr.,  620.  Conoeil  of 
Safety,  8,  4,  41.  Oowell,  Ebeneier, 
61.  Goz,  John,  10,  29.  Oraig^,  Capt., 
740.  Oraig,  Robert,  41.  Craig,  Col. 
Thomas,  412.  Crispin,  Wm.,  151, 
174,  203,  440.  Cslbertson,  Colonel 
Robert,  448.  Dana,  Franeis,  818, 
384.  Davidson,  James,  16.  Darison, 
Hngfa,  504.  De  Haas,  J.  P.,  648. 
De  Haren,  Hugh,  68.  De  Haren, 
P^ter,  52,  453,  474,  032.  Delegates, 
of  Penn'a  in  Congress,  4,  110,  186, 
207,  231,  242,  269,  279,  299,  380, 
455,  535,  577.  Deshler,  Col.,  394. 
Donaldson,  Josepb,  fto.,  775.  Da- 
ane,  James,  102.  Duer,  John,  276. 
Dunlap,  Jas.^  610.  Bdwards,  Thos., 
440.  Elder,  Jeshna,  615,616.  BU. 
wein,  John,  751.  Bvans,  Bdw.,  544. 
Bvaos,  Col.  Thomas,  709.  Brans, 
Vm.|  731.  Pergnson,  Mrs.  Blisa- 
betb,  017.  PislMr.  Henry,  706. 
Flowers,  Col.  B.,  79,  185,  450,  463. 
Forrest,  Major,  857.  Forst,  DAr!d, 
290.  Franklin,  Benj.,  and  Jno.  Ad. 
ams,  621.  Forman,  Moore,  439. 
Oalbralth,  Lt  Bartrem,  642,  648. 
Galbraitfa,  Robert,  238,  511,  550. 
Oalbmith,  Thomas,  532.  Galloway, 
Mrs.  Joseph,  075.  Garland,  Captain 
Geo.,  737.  Gates,  General  Horatio, 
Pros.  B.  of  W.,  205.  Gerard,  Moos., 
Frenoh  Minister,  038,  071.  Gibbon, 
Col.  William,  580.  Gibson,  Colonel 
•  George,  319,  324,  653.  Qonrla,  John, 
443.  Gray,  Wm.,  and  John  LUtle, 
877.  Groeff,  Matthias,  55.  Greene, 
General  Nathaniel,  444,  482,  530. 
Greer,  Joseph,  395.    Gronow,  Lewis, 

496.  Gnibb,  Col.  C,  647.  Hsber- 
stiok,  Michael,  362.  Hagner,  Lt. 
Frederiek,  486.  Hale,  Thomas.  628. 
Kambright,  Captain  John,  57,  532, 
670,  026,  770.t  Hamilton,  James, 
872,  433,  456,  46S,  460.  Hand,  Gen., 
001.  Harris,  John,  211,  574.  Har- 
ris,  Darid,  32.  Hart,  William,  390, 
431,  525.     HarUey,  Col.  Thos.,  351, 

497,  674,  688,   690,   691,   092,  705, 
■  729.    Haselwood,  Comm'r,  John,  47, 

121,  132,  167,  181.  235,  246,  598, 
724, 749.  Henry,  William,  558,  045. 
HIliegM,  Miebael,  538,  648,  665. 
Hoge,  Jonathan,  610.  Houston,  Capt. 
Thomas,  786.  Habley,  John,  709. 
Httbley,  Joseph,  145,  750.  Hnnter, 
Lt.  Samtiel,  57,  175,  191,  303,  478, 
499,  637,  552,  664,  570,  571,  593, 
599,  616,  624.  631.  637,  711,  77.1. 
Irvin,  Matthew,  156,  718>  726.    Ir. 


Tine,  Col.  Wm.,  7M.  JeCtisi,  JtL, 
349.  Johnston,  CoU  Fnaeii,  T31 
Jones,  Owen,  Jr.,  63,  54-56,  Itt, 
106.  Jones,  Thomas,  38,  09, 16T, 
130,  247. '  Keachlioe,  Ltevteottt, 
92. 107.  Klrkl>ride,  CoL  Joseph, «, 
175,  261,  202,  280,603.  Knox,aotl, 
736.  Laeey,  Brig.  GenL,  It^  21^ 
226,  256,  266,  361,  881,  384,  tH, 
398,  402,  410,  414,  470,  579,  &», 
694,  595.  Laird,  Sanrael,  550.  Ln- 
easter  connty  eommissiotterf,  SSL 
631.  Lebar,  CoL  Abraham,  44.  Lee, 
Francis  Lightibot,  82, 147,276.  Lee, 
Mi^or,  440.  Lesher,  John,  170, 3!7. 
.  347,  067,  675.  Leran,  Abnhia, 
406,  449.  Lercrs,  Robert,  5,  76, 
140,  141,  341,  344,  846,  863,  Ul, 
485,  464,  486,  634,  626,  719,  711. 
Lerif,  Thomas,  651.  Lewis,  Wb., 
64L  Lteatenants,  157,  169,  426, 
462,  001.  Lirhigston,  Gor.  Wb, 
133,  463,  699,  004,  728.  Locbrej. 
CoLArch'd,  14.%  469, 406.  LnttfriA 
Col.,  2! 0,  283,  822,  348,  352.  Lyon. 
William,  228.  McChliiter,  Mosri 
Riehard,  fe,  171,  196,  244,  869,  463, 
479,  647,  706.  Mcdeaa,  ArebibW, 
294,  370.  McDowell,  Alex'r,  5T1 
McHenry,  Capt.,  782.  Madcsy.JoH 
400.  MoKean,  Thomas,  26<5,  5W. 
566,  669.  Maclay,  Wm.,  634.  MfOee, 
John,  38.  Magistrates,  258.  Man- 
teller,  Philip,  2W.  Matls«k,  Tim^i 
6,  10,  70,  82.  Mease,  Jamei, ». 
426,  428.  Melebor,  Col.  l8a»e,6T6, 
699.  Mitchell,  John,  702, 763,  ?«*■ 
Morgan,  CoL  George,  587,  65^  7U, 
Morgan,  Jacob,  L.  B.  C,  14, 47, 119. 
288,  418,  622.  642,  003,  080.  Mor- 
gan, Col.  Jacob,  119.  Uorpn,^ 
cob,  Jr.,  382,  899,  441.  508,  5T5,m 
Morris,  Robert,  45.  Mnsser.  Jow, 
60.  ITatry  Board,  Stote,  24,  88,  m 
243,  332,  865,  421,  434,  517,  5M» 
696, 706,  746.  Nesbit,  John  M., «% 
Nicola,  Col.  Lewis,  197,  *»,  3^ 
411,  656,  742.  O'Neal,  Dennis,  411 
Patterson,  Capt  Alex'r,  482.  P<««, 
John,  10.  Peters,  Richard,  71,  «»• 
PetUt,  Charles,  360,  513,  525,  iV, 
628,  788,  742.  Aila.  Co.,  Kentes- 
ants  of,  hW.  Fiekering,  Tmm> 
173,  237,  528,  640.  Piper,  Col.JoM» 
34,  36,  115,  138,  191,  229,  469,  WJ, 
082.  Pleasants,  Saartel,  524.  F*- 
ter,  Capt.  Andrew,  574.  r^m 
Goal.  James,  51,  88,  89,  97,  96,  H«. 
16l>,  167,  109,  610,  517,  521^'' 
•68, 729.  Potts,  Sam!.,  5^5.  "JJJ 
Philip.  695.  Proctor,  CoL  Jobi».«^ 
458,  516,  659,  722.  Proctor,  Colojei 
Thomaa,  676,  712.    »lJ*to«»  ^^' 
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Ac,  747,  772.  Rice,  Robert,  722. 
Una,  Samuel,  011,  672.  Read,  Jas., 
2:S4,  245,  473.  Recraitinf^  Officers, 
248,  280,  287,  288.  Reed,  Gen.  Jos., 
120,  218,  712,  733,  739.  Reigart, 
'Abraham,  626.  BittenhoQae,  David, 
18 1, 1^43.  Roberdeaa,  Genl.  Daniel, 
10,  18,  130,  134,  144,  183,  207,  209, 
214,  27S  287,  295,  359,  374,  422, 
4»6,  446,  567,  583,  585,  609.  Ross, 
George,  69.  Ross,  Col.  Geo.,  Janr., 
319,  324.  Rudolph,  Lt  John.  454. 
Rash,  Jacob,  752.  Rupsell,  William, 
286.  Sanders,  William,  716.  Sar- 
»d;;e,  Thoma;^  17, 159. 182,  236,398, 
401,  417.  Scott,  Abraham,  2bo.,  647, 
Scott,  Thomas,  673.  Sergeant,  Jo- 
nathan, D.,  496,  630,  683,  740. 
Seymour,  Comm'r  Thos.,  97.  Ship- 
pen,  Edward,  682.  Shippen,  Dr.  Wm. 
688.  Skinner,  Lt.  Abraham,  625. 
Slough,  Matthias,  53,  55.  Smith, 
James,  270.  Smith,  Jonathon,  B., 
109,  124,  160,  191,  232,  292,  303, 
814,  350,  357,  359,  365.  371,  403, 
420,  429,  466,  545.  Smith,  Lt,  92. 
Smith,  Matthew,  633.  Smith,  Lt.  Col. 
Samuel,  4,  92,  107.  Smith,  Thos., 
89.  Smith,  Dr.  Wm.,  621.  Sprogel, 
Lodiok,  678.  Spyker,  Henry,  391. 
Sterenson,  George,  94.  Stevenson, 
R.,  653.  Stewart,  Lt  Col.  George, 
485,  517,  603.  Stewart,  Col.  Walter, 
285,  343.  717.  Stiles,  Capt  Joseph, 
480.  Stoddart,  Benj.,  608.  Stoy, 
Lieut,  717.  Stroud,  CoL  Jacob, 
651,  748.  Sweers,  Cornelius,  473. 
Tilghman,  James,  96.  Tilghman, 
Tench,  407.  Thompson,  John,  299. 
Van  Campen,  John,  767.  Wagon 
Masters,  124,  212,  763.  765.  Wallis, 
Samuel,  664,  687.  Washington,  Gen. 
George,  9,  30,  153,  156,  180.  188, 
200,  201,  235,  241,  250,  254,  255, 
263,  274,  277,  288,  2fl,  825,  333, 
838,  853,  354,  357,  401,  405,  409, 
410,  416,  425,  430,  445,  480,  490, 
408,  522,  529,  546,  557,  558,  604, 
742,  752.  Watkins,  Jos.,  368.  Wat- 
ion,  John,  Jr.,  769.  Wayne,  Genl. 
Anthftny,  86, 142,  248.  251,  387,  397, 
408,  411,  419,  429,  451,  474,  746. 
Weaver,  N.,  628.  Wetxel,  Lt  John, 
270,  541,  651,  629,  651.  Wharton, 
Pres.  Thomas,  11,  12,  13,  14, 17,  18, 
22.  White  Eyes,  Capt,  587,  662. 
Wilcooks,  John  and  Alexander,  740, 
754.  Wirt«,  Major,  201.  Wise,  Fre- 
derick, 415.  Woods,  George,  .-O. 
Wynkoop,  Henry,  600.  Toung,  Jas., 
75,  218,  259,  276,  282,  289,  320,  321, 
322,  330, 3.37, 343,  257,  366,  519. 670, 
701,  762,  763,  764,  766,  766.  Zant- 
singer,  Paul,  23. 


Levan,  Abraham,  406,  449. 

Levers,   Robert,  5,  76,  140,  141^.341, 

344,  340,  362,  381,  435, 464,  486,  534, 

626,  719,  721. 
Levis,  Thomas,  651. 
Lewis,  General,  at  Port  Pitt,  717. 
Lewis,  William,  Letter,  641. 
Lieutenants,  Letters  to,  157, 169,  193. 

500,  650. 
Ligonier,  defence  of,  532. 
Livingston,  Gov.  Wm.,  133,  453,  599, 

604,  728. 
Loan  Office,  On  opening  to  reecive  Billi 

of  Credit,  184.   Certificates,  421, 427, 

545,  565,  566. 
Lochrey,  Col.  Areh'd,  68, 143,  459,  495. 
Loyalsock,  Indn.  murders  at,  676,  599. 
Lutterloh,  Col.  J.  H.,  210,  250,  283,  323 

843  348,  352. 
Lycoming  Creek,  Indn.  murders,  552, 

599.  603. 
Lyon,  William,  228. 


M'Calester,  Col.  RIchM,  22,  171,  196, 

244,  369,  468,  479,  547. 
MTlean,  Archibald,  294,  370« 
M 'Dow ell,  Alexander,  572. 
Molntosh,  Gen.,  of  Goo.,  proposed  to 

succeed  Gen.  Hand,  467  ;  arrives  at 

Lanciistef,  664, — his  movements,  646, 

651,  662. 
Mackay,  John,  400.  Reqair«d  to  attend 

Council,  400. 
HcRean,  Thomas,  266,  555,  566,  569. 

Opinion  respecting  Treasurer,  666. 
McKee,  Capt  Alex.,  joins  Indians,  445. 
Maclay.  William,  634. 
Magazines  for  proTisions  to  be  estab- 
lished, 178. 
Magee,  John,  38. 
Magistrates,  258. 

Mansin,  Henry,  Examination,  221. 
Markets  in   Philadelphia  mined    by 

Enemy,  369. 
Maisteller,  Philip,  264. 
Mvyland  offers  troops  for  Phila.,  183. 

Provisions  for  Oheaspeake,  442,  and 

men  fh)m  gallies,  442. 
Massachusetts  sends  lettera  ftrom  Frank- 

Hn  and  Adams,  621. 
Matlaok,  Timothy,  letters,  6, 10, 56,  76, 

82,  106.    Insulted  by  guards  at  Lan- 

oaster,  201. 
Melchor,  Col.  Isaac,  676,  699. 
Mease,  James,  22,  426,  428. 
Memorial  to  Congress  ttom  Prisoners, 

at  Winchester,  111.     Of  recruiting 

officers  to  Council,  280.    Of  Council 

and  Assembly  to  Congress,  333. 
Menonists  eomplain  of  oath,  672. 
Mercer,  Fort,  21.     Evacuated,  21,  28. 
Meyer,  Wendlo,  Examination,  225. 
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If iddletowa,  OnaHi  at,  (49. 

HHBin,  Fort,  htmvj  Oftonoaadin^  at,  11. 

liOtt  of   19,  23,    24..      Complainta 

against  llaet,  34.  Commodore  Haiel- 

wood'i  aoeount,  47-69. 
Hifflin,  Jona.,  appointod  suporinteiid. 

ant  of  flour  magasinet,  236, 240,  289. 
HUitia,  34,  67,  69,  86,  B6,   89,   100, 

119, 149,  166,  167, 166, 108  172,  ^74, 

176,  180, 196,  200, 229,241,  244.  208, 

276,  277, 288,  296,  301, 302, 360, 361, 

869,  870,  874,  379,  389,  391, 392,  398, 

413,  416, 426, 446,  462, 464, 472,  478, 

481,  490,  494,  640,  666, 679,  682,  686, 

694,  619,  644,  649,  664,667,  687,  691, 

700,711,727,746,766. 
ICiUtia,    oomplainta    againit,   86,  89. 

Law,  Gen.  Wayne'i  Tiews  of,  86.  Ne- 

f  loot  of,  in  oate  of  Gen.  Irwine,  100. 

fioldien  to  be  free  from  Buptnrea  Ao., 

248. 
Military  Sohool,  411. 
Miller,  Captain,  8th  Penn.  Regiment* 

killed  by  Indlani  with  7  othexa,  673. 
MlUerf,  Instrnotioni  to,  303. 
Mitehell,  John,  762,  763,  764. 
Mittimai  for  John  Brown,  26;  Ibrit- 

Teral  peraoni,  80. 
Money  loarcitir,  81,  384,  391. 
Montgomery,  Mn.  Doroaa,  paM  for  to 

Blirope,  84. 
Montgomery,  William,  biitory  of,  62, 

trial,  239. 
Moravian!  aek  for   relaxing   of   the 

Test,  641,  661. 
Morgan,  CoL  George,  honorable  ao- 

quittal,    886,    687,   652.     Message 

from  Indians,  662,  714. 
Morgan,  Col.  Jaoob,  14»  ^f»  119,  288, 

419,441,622,  706. 
Morgan,  Li.  Jaoob,  Jr.,  47,  119,  128, 

382,  399,  643,  668,  676,  638.    Ap. 

pointed  Qnarter  Master,  resigns  as 

Connoil,  899. 
Morgan,  Lt.  B.  0.,  662,  630. 
Morris,  Col.  Anthony,  reoommended  as 

an  officer,  99. 
Merris,  Bob,  respeoting  Jno.  Brown,  46. 
Mountjoy,  Camp  at»  261. 
Moantfort,  Count,  introduced  by  CoL 

Brodhead,  462,  492,  by  J.    Bead, 

473,  his  plan  for  regulating  Militia, 

489. 
Murder,  a,  771. 
Murray,  Col.  James,  774. 
Murray,  MaJ.,  carried  off  by  Tories^  291. 
Musser,  John,  66. 


Kash,  General,  644. 
National  and  party  distinction.  What? 
383. 


NaTy,  of  the  SUia.  Oovndl  of  Vv 
on  Board,  20.  Complaiati  ftgvM« 
24,  121.  Sereral  Testels  barMdfo 
safety,  28,  81.  Letters,  38.  Lot  of 
fleet  that  passed  Pfailadelphii,  M. 
Lud  np,  110.  421.  LettsitnipMi- 
ing,  121,  132,  133,  243,  246,  SH 
461.  Gun  boats  asked  Ar,M4,Sti, 
247.  Want  money,  227, 26L  8lM 
oC236.  CaseofBobertHsnliA,m 
Washington's  adTiee  rsspeetiag  tibi 
GaUeys,  332,  333,  364.  Disouatlel, 
421,440.  C'rt  Martial  at Ti«Btos,fi». 

Nary  Board,  of  Suta^  110,  227,24; 
332, 333,  366,  421,  434,  517,664,(91. 
746.  Washington  asks  the  mes  froa 
the  GaUies,  421.  Men  from  Galiiei 
to  serve  as  guards,  Ao.,  434,444, 4H, 
460,  492,  493.  The  OsIUm,  6e, 
sunk,  617.  Crews  arrired  at  ha- 
caster,  560.  Pay  of,  698.  BitiflM, 
666,  667.  Brig  ConTenUon  ukel 
for  nso  of  State,  696.  Prise  Uka 
by  Guard  boats,  question  abovt  H, 
696.  A  Galley  to  be  placed  in  Oipi 
May  channel,  702,  749.  Aimed  boit 
to  go  to  Chester,  724.  Okptsinfltf- 
land  commands  a  Galley,  aad  ■»« 
his  selection,  737.  Damages  elslM^p 
770.    Attempi  to  master,  67& 

Nesbit,  Jno.  M^,  662.  . 

New  Jersey  GoTomor  appli«d  to  ii 
behalf  of  Nayy  laid  np,  lU  ^ 
doTcr  Iron,  only  suitable  l«oriH*li 
178.    Pittstown,  421, 435. 

Newtown,  Bucks  County,  elokh  tttim 
off  by  Tories,  29L 

New  York,  French  fleet  srrim  «»• 
639.    Attack  OB,  meditatdd.  Mi. 

Nioola,  Lewis,  applies  for  latiotf  >< 
Town  Miyor*  wbUe  enemy  wtf  » 
city,  174.  Letters,  197, 213.  Ueii* 
condition  of  Baston,  197.  BsUM 
213,  368,  411,  666,  667.  Amik  « 
Br.  Berkenhaut,  742.  .. 

Northampton  Co.,  wagon  muUni*^ 
MiUtia,406.  Tories.  651.  ha^*; 
tions  to  sheriil^  02L  BitostuA  ^ 
719  721. 

North  Car^Una  offers  troops  fiff  P^' 
183.    BendesToua  in,  301  *     ^ 

Northumberland  Co.  MiUti^l^'^ 
IndUn  murders  in,  499,  575.  »• 
flints,  600.  Arms  for,  522.  S«f>Pf 
for,  639.  Defenceless  state  of,&n. 
Murders  in,  690.  Waste  of  m**- 
nition,  693.  Distressing  ^«^^ 
609,  631,  633,  634, 687, 04«,  W2f  »»• 


Oath  of  allegiance  to  be  liksoi  ^ 
434.    PormofGeriiicat^<7«. 
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O  Aeen,  Non  ConMniMionecly  159.  In- 
oonTenienoe  of  too  mvaj,  151.  In- 
straetioni  to  reemiting,  248.  List 
of  recruiting,  249,  251,  They  Mk 
more  pay,  280,  287,  288,  827.  M%y 
be  suspended  bj  the  States,  866. 
Promotion  of^  867,  677.  An  ineroMe 
of  reoommended,  387,  897.  Appoin* 
ted,  461.    GenL  Molntosh,  467. 

O'KeUl,  DennU.  498. 

Orders — ^to  Gen.  Armstrong,  68.  Of 
Oounoil  of  Safety,  98.  Of  Board  of 
War,  199.  To  Jaoob  Morgan,  386. 
Of  GenL  Wayne  to  Oapt,  Oraig,  re- 
eraits,  746. 


Paper,  want  of,  to  be  f  eiied,  855. 

Parliament  of  G*  B.,  king's  speeeh,  14. 

Parole,  not  be  taken  in  certain  oases, 
381. 

Patterson,  Lt.,  oontroTeny  at  Lancas- 
ter, 201,  206,  228. 

Patterson,  Capt  Alexander,  482. 

Patton,  CoL  John,  superintendant  of 
flonr  magasine,  236. 

Penn,  John,  sends  for  olorer  seed,  10. 

Penn,  John,  10,  request  in  faTor  of,  61, 
remoral  ot,  86.  Rolease,  864,  367, 
378,  880,  889,  607,  623. 

Penn's  Valley^  Indian  mnrders  in,  616, 
516,  617. 

Pennsylrania,  Begiments,  clothing  dis- 
tributed, 47.  State  of  Treasury,  81. 
Boundary  between  Virginia  and, 
83.  Congress  order  grain  to  be 
threshed,  or  paid  for  as  straw,  82. 
Beoorery  of  debts,  and  punishment 
of  crimes,  84.  Council  and  Assembly 
remonstrate  with  Congress  against 
oantenment  of  army,  104, 107,  111. 
Petition  to  Congress  from  Council 
and  Assembly,  164, 160.  Besolutions 
of  Assembly,  64,  66,  73,  84,  166.  In- 
quiry  respecting  magasines  for  pro- 
Yisions,  178.  Recommendation  of 
Assembly  on  military  affairs,  180. 
ApproTslof  Congress  for  recapturing 
Pbila.,  184.  Attorney  General  at- 
tacked at  Beading,  267.  Militia 
returns,  297.  Troops  ordered  to 
several  places,  883.  Drafts  of  mill, 
tia  in,  301.  Council  concur  in  Con- 
federation, 456,  Returns  of  State 
troops  now  in  serrioe  of  U.  S.,  476. 
Peters,  Richard,  72, 493. 
Petition  Arom  Council  and  Assembly  to 
Congress  on  recorery  of  Philada., 
164,160.  Robert  Bardie,  269.  Pri- 
soners  to  Virginia,  610. 
Petit,  Charles,  866,  613,  626,  620,  623, 
738,  742, 


Philadelphia,  on  n 
164,  183.  273. 
rations  while  ei 
Committee  of  Coi 
183,218.  Troc^s 
States.  183.  Co 
attempt  atreg^i 
respecting  officeri 
216.  Horse  thie 
226.  Insolence 
Simons  asks  pern 
Counterfeiter  to 
Insults  of  enemj 
evacuation  of,  S 
Nightly  watoh, 
market,  869.  R 
to  rent  ferries  i 
Bridge  at  Sohuj 
of  marketing  to 
384,  412,  414,  62 
Measures  to  pre 
after  evacuation, 
ish  shipping  drof 
Arnold  to  comn 
fence,  evacuation 
604,  630.  Proc 
Arnold  in,  606. 
608.  Tory  pro] 
669, 663.  Comm 
inquire  Into  prop* 
over  Schuylkill,  t 
ing  of  military  w 
of  Committee  ol 
perty  in  Pbila.,  1 
J.  and  A.  WUsoi 
nental  troops  gou 
for  militia,  708. 
Chains  to  be  set  a 
and  state  house  s 
Pickering,  Timothy 
Pine  Creek,  murdei 
Piper,  Col.  John,  3^ 
194,  229,  469,  60i 
Pittsburg,  Gen.  Hi 
461.  Fortat,thr 
visions  for,  632. 
Vog't  marches  for^ 
Pittstown,  N.  J.,  pc 
Arms  at,  436,  431) 
Pleasants,  Samuel, 
Porter,  Capt  Andre 
Potto,  Samuel,  696. 
Potter,  Gen.  James 
89,  97,  98,  160, 
617,  621,  603,  666 
tions  west  of  Scl 
mish  at  Blue  Bell 
HiU  Church,  70,  9 
123.  NearDftrbj 
of  absence,  167. 
Lacey,  168.  Cla 
Skirmishes  near 
Respecting,  662,  ' 
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potts  Qnre,  floor  to  be  depocited  st^ 

177. 

Powder  Hill,  Hemberg'i,  139,  540. 
DiscoTeredy  544. 

Pri«oncr«,  105,  127.  216.  2«l,  20S,  410, 
437,  519,  680,  709.  Exchange  of  pro- 
posed by  Gen.  Howe,  300, 318.  From 
Pbilft.  in  Virginia,  74,  75,  l62,  104, 
106,  111,  158,  210.  865,  867, 401, 402, 
404,  453,  609,  510.  524.  Memorial 
to  Congress,  1 11, 1 58.  Remonstrancei 
509.     Petition,  511. 

Prirateers,  commissions  granted  by 
Congress  for,  327,  378, 670,  705,  726, 
727. 

Proclaination  of  GenL  Waebington  on 
threshing  ont  grain,  116.  Por  par- 
don to  Tories  recommended,  484. 
Of  Gen,  Arnold  after  the  eTacaation, 
606. 

Proetor,  CoL  John,  445,  453,  506,  659, 
722. 

Proctor,  Col.  Thomas,  676,  712,  782. 

Provisions,  31,  38,  10*4,  107, 129,  180, 
135, 143,  207,  269,  271,  277,  281,  284, 
286,  289,  294,  290,  306, 307,  348,  377, 
378, 552,  667.  Resolntions  of  Assem- 
bly respeeting,  66.  Great  want  of  in 
the  Army,  .$8,  107,  263,  329.  Large 
^antity  of  flovr,  &o.  ordered  by  Con- 
gress, 177,  256.  Inqniries  by  Board 
of  War  respecting,  165.  Probpeet  of 
a  supply,  231,  240.  Commissioners 
for  parphasing,  294,  329.  Instmo- 
tions,  Ac,  803-314.  Letter  of  Board 
of  War  to  Congress  on,  315.  Letter 
of  Conneil  to  CommVs,  327.  Me- 
morial of  Council  and  Assembly  to 
Congress  on  the  oauses  of  delay  and 
diffioolty  respecting,  333-'^. 36.  Pnr- 
ehases  to  be  desisted  firom,  427,  435, 
441,  440. 

Pulaski,  GenL,  his  legion,  705,  719. 


Quakers,  prooeedings  against,  4,  ^4, 
75,  401,  402,  404,  432,  509-^10,  572, 
709. 


Ralston,  John,  Ac,  to  inrestlgafe 
cause  of  distress,  647.    Reports,  772. 

Ration,  what  oonstitntes  a,  247,  272, 
657. 

Rea,  Samuel,  611,  672. 

Reud,  James,  234,  235,  245,  473. 

Reading,  troops  sent  from,  14.  Flour 
to  be  deposited  at,  177.  Clothing  at, 
250.  Attacks  on  Att'y  General,  267. 
No  lawyer,  245.  Troops  ordered  to, 
374.    Guards  dismissed,  542. 


Reeords  mad  papers,  ^mUie,  fid'i  Ti- 
ters'letter  respecting  71   Cindr 
of  CouneU  on,  88.    To  be  Ka«ni 
to  Korthampton  eo..  88,  \4t 
Recruiting,    Colonel  Hartley  as,  tH 

Wayne  on,  408. 
Recruiting  officers'  menoriil  ts  Om- 
CTl,  280,  397.     Letter  to  OsbL  Wnk- 
ington,  287,  288,  292. 
Recruits,    respecting,  410,  411,  tiS, 

■451.  6S»,  746. 
Red  Bank,  21,  24,  28,  31. 
Reed,  General  Joseph,  hss  lorn  a* 
under  him   and   narrowly  wetpOi 
71.      Recommended  for    Brigi&r 
General  by  General  AnMtrBBg,»L 
Appointed   on  vommittes  of  Cn- 
gress  on  memorial  of  CottBdbni 
Ass'y,  1«),  183,   218.  Lettaf,  m 
218,  712,  733,  739.     Asked  to  unt 
Attorney  GenL,  712.    toJ-^J; 
strong's  opinion  of,  662, 681.  flWi 
Jonmri  in  B.  L,  733.    Preseset  «■ 
quired,  739. 
Reed,  Leonard,  wagon  mist«r,wBjiii 

29v. 

Reigart,  Adam,  626. 

Remonvtranee  of  Cowneil  sad  An* 

bly  to  Oengrese  ■K«w*  «TJ*!^' 

into  winter  quarters,  104,  If,  Vi. 

Of  prisoners  in  Maseak  LodgOW- 

RendeiTons,  plans  of,  pwp***  ^ 

Report  to    Congress  respecftsg  W^ 

goyne,  163.     fi««<>«*>"f  ^,  ^ 

ker,761.     On  property  In  m,J» 

Committee  of  Congress  TM. 

lUiodo  Isfand,  Journal  of  M^j^wj" 

of,    militarj   and  naral  ojen^ 

there,  733-^736.  Bnemyqiii|*n6^ 

Rioe,  Robert,  recruiting  in  Pkilfc.'** 

Rising  Sun  Inn,  burned,  71. 

Rittenhouse,  Darid,  1W»  •»'  „  gi 

Resoltttiens,  Assembly,  64»  9%  tjj^ 

155,396,694,   733,  741.    CoH^ 

9,59,79,83,  HI,  145,150,  IM.^' 

184,  215,  256,   273,  2««,  JJ  Jj 

323    341.   866,  S68»  JJJ  Jl  S 

375    377,   382,  386,  W  f^  ^^ 

442   458    461,   697,  50J  «/'  ^^ 

585    586    602,  659,   ««»  ^J^  ^ 

732;    733,   755.  756.     €<^^^ 

Board  of  War,  74. 

Rethrns  of  troops,  484.         _-,-trti 

Roads,  in  bad  order  to  M  'V^ 

441,450,482.  .  ,.is^ 

Roberdeau,  Gen.  D«ni«i.^%,T  J73) 

134,   144,  1S3,  JJS^'iX^* 

287,  295,   359,  m  JJ^f  wr.- 

567,  583,  684,  609.    ^^^!    0( 

bly    of   Mrs.    FergseoD,  IJ-,^ 

books,  583.     ^r^^^^^Jtnu^ 
mine,  498.    Proposes  to  W«» 
there,  424;  and  fumseo,  «* 
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Robeson,  Capt,  eldest  Continental  efi- 

cer  in  the  naTy,  21. 
Rode,  John,  examination,  224. 
Ro5^8,  Colonel  George,  69,  319,  324. 
Radolph,  Lt  John,  454. 
Ruab»  Jaoob,  762. 
Rueeel,  Ensign,  Wm.,  wbo  lost  a  le^;  at 

Brandy  wine,  applies  for  promotion, 

214«2tf6. 


Saddles,  scarce,  363. 
8alt>  works  on  Tom's  river,  instmctions 
to  J.  Davidson,  16,  181,  186,  236. 
Purchase  of  land  at,  16,  29,  237. 
Men  leave,  160.  Men  sent  to  from 
fleet,  182.  At  Squan,  Ao.,  destroyed, 
398,  400.  Coancil  refuse  more  money 
for,  417.  Seized  in  PhUad'a,  703, 
724,   740,  763. 

Banders,  William,  716. 

Savadge,  Thomas,  letters  to,  17,  159, 
182,  236,  398, 400,  417;  Port  owner 
of  salt  works,  186.  Objects  to  J.  Da- 
ridson's  appointment,  236, 

Scbnyikill,  army  west  of,  91,  254. 
Cornwallis  crosses,  23.  Gonl.  Pot- 
ter's proceedings,  98.  Washington's 
yiews  of  troops,  necessary  on,  153, 
156.  Ordered  to,  169.  Magaslne 
for  provisions  at,  847.  Ferry  and 
bridge,  PhlL,  370.  Survey  of,  with  a 
▼lew  to  transportation  of  supplies, 
513,  523.  List  of  fords  on,  514. 
Bridges  over,  685,  768. 

Scott,  Abraham,  Ac,  647. 

Scott,  Thomas,  673. 

Sergeant,  Jona.  B.,  Attorney  General, 
attacked  at  Baston,  267.  Resigns  as 
Attorney  General,  740.  Letters  to 
and  from,  496,  630,  683,  740. 

Seymour,  Commodore  Thomas,  97. 

Shannon,  Doctor,  to  be  arrested,  53. 

Shlppen,  Edward,  prothonotary,  682. 

Bhippen,  Dr.  William,  to  fumlsh^medl- 
clnes  for  the  army,  688. 

Skinner,  Lieut  Archibald,  625. 

Skirmishes,  32,  70,  97,  98,  134,  141, 
265,  285,  414,  673,  688,  770. 

Slough,  Matthias,  53,  55. 

Soldiers,  good  effects  of  good  clothing 
on,  26.  Great  scarcity  of  provisions, 
Ac,  38,  61,  343,  354,  886,  408,  419. 
No.  of,  159.  Distress  of  189,  253. 
Begulations  of  main  guard  at  Lan- 
caster, 193.  Consnmptidn  of  liquor, 
203.  British,  depositions  respecting, 
217,  225.  Inllsted,  to  be  sound,  248. 
Bounty  from  Congress,  508.  Shot 
by  another,  718. 

Smallwood,  General,  takes  a  brig,  161. 

Smith,  Lieut  Col.  Samuel,  4,  92, 107. 


Smith,  Colonel  ?  31,  $2. 

Smith,  James,  M.  C. 

Smith,  Jonathan  B.,  108,  109,  124, 
160-191,  232,  292,  303,  314,  350, 
857,  359,  365,  371,  403,  420,  427, 
466,  545. 

Smith,  Mathew,  633. 

Smith,  Thomas,  39. 

Smith,  Dr.  William,  621. 

Smithfield,  prisoners  taken  a^  402. 

Spain  and  Portugal,  treaty  with,  178. 

Speeches,  King  Great  Britain,  14. 

Spelling  books  required  In  Congress, 
209. 

Spirituous  liquors,  203,  205,  240,  247, 
395,  689. 

Sprogell,  Lodlok,  678. 

Spykcr,  Henry,  391. 

Standing  Stone,  Town,  inhabitants 
driven  off,  and  murders,  438,  603, 
610,  650. 

Staunton,  Phil.,  prisoners  sent  to,  74, 
75. 

Steel,  contract  for,  178.  Iron  of,  only 
Andover  Works,  New  Jersey,  suit- 
able for,  178. 

Steuben,  Baron,  reviews  troops,  568, 

Stevenson,  George,  94. 

Stevenson,  R.,  653. 

Stewart,  Lieut  Colonel  George,  217, 
485,  517,  603. 

Stewart,  Colonel  Walter,  285.  Skir- 
mish, 285,  343,  717. 

Stiles,  Captain  Joseph,  480. 

Stoddard,  Bepjamin.  608. 

Stoy,  Lieutenant,  717. 

Straker,  Wm.,  captured  by  French, 
with  his  negroes,  Mr.  Gerard  ap- 
plies to  Congress  for  his  imprison- 
ment, 671.  Facts  respecting,  678. 
Report  of  Board  of  War,  701.  ResoU 
of  Congress,  702. 

Stroud,  Colonel  Jacob,  748. 

Stroud,  Samuel,  651. 

Substitutes,  discontinuance  of,  59, 
251.     Expence  of,  65,  96,  171, 

SuIUran,  Gent,  complained  of,  37,  97. 

Superiatendants  for  purchase  of  flour, 
Ac,  273,  276,  278.  Instructions,  Ac, 
803-314.  Letter  of  Board  of  War 
to  Congress  on,  815. 

SuPBKMB  ExKCUTiYE  CouiTciL—Antes, 
William,  456.  Armstrong,  Gen. 
John,  30,  43,  53,  60,  70,  85,  91,  100, 
122,  148,  149,  230,  238,  293,  413, 
489.  612,  613,  635,  660,  669,  680, 
715,  717,  744.  Amdt,  John,  388. 
Arnold,  Gen.  Benedict,  687,  706, 
748.  Assembly,  104»  369,  518,  685. 
Auditor,  Gen.,  U.  S.,  591.  Bailey, 
Francis,  and  Capt  Lang,  405.  Bay- 
ard, CoL  John,  61.  Beaton,  J(hn, 
494.    Berks  Co.  Justices,  133,  722. 
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Blddle,  Col.  Olement,  93, 104,  121, 
139, 187,  220,  640.  BUloe,  Ephraim, 
D.  C.  O.,  252.  Blower,  Cftpi.  Joseph, 
Sn.  Board  of  War,  (Continental,) 
36,  42,  62,  66,  84»  86,  92,  118,  127, 
174,  186,  188,  192,  196,  206,  208, 
214,  216,  264,  268, 280,  639,  361, 869, 
669,  402,  429,  444,  464,  492,  617, 
626,  633,  640,  649,  666,  676,  681, 
686,   693,  604,  608,  048,   644,  647, 

649,  664,  656,  667,  668,  684,  727, 
745,  768, 768.  Bondfield,  John,  172, 
830.  Boadlnot,  BHas,  89,  102. 
Boyd,  Li.  Andrew,  366,  432,  482, 
682,647.  Boyd,  Col.  J.  696.  Brad- 
fofd,  Col.  Wm.  11,  24,  27,  80,  204. 
Bradford,  Wm.,  C.  451.  Brodhead, 
Daniel,  462,  493,  772.  Buchanan, 
Wm.  34.  BnU,  CoL  J^ohn,  129,  133, 
190,  746.  Batier,  Col.  Richard,  263, 
886,  404.  Cadwalader,  Lambert, 
655.  Caldwell,  Charles,  502.  Caro- 
there,  Lt  John,  438,  447,  466,  491, 
539,  569,  609,  619,  700.  Chambers, 
John,  604.  Cirovlars,  66,  88,  124, 
179,  240,  294,  427,  431,  452,   638, 

650.  Claypoole,  James,  624.  Cly- 
ner,  Daniel,  105.  Coats,  CoL  Wm. 
237.  Collectors  of  Clothing,  33. 
Commissioners  of  Berks  Co.,  327, 
620.  Commissioners  of  Chester  Co., 
560.  Commissioners  for  Lancaster, 
631.  Commissioners  of  Clothing, 
27, 179.  Commissioners  for  seising 
Bstates,  13,  644.  Commissioners  for 
ooUecttng  provisions,  278,  294,  829, 
418,  481.  Commissioners  for  Western 
department,  386.  Committee  of 
Congress,  316,  362,  867,  384,  389, 
677.  Congress,  12,  104,  136,  152, 
153,  158,  161,  176,  207,  208,  210, 
246,  249,  284,  298,  318,  327,  840, 
350,  364,  378,  394,  403,  448,  460, 
485,  488,493,  507,  522,  624,  689, 
592,  607,  670,  775,  708,  710,  713, 
726,  727,  737,  775.  Coombe,  Ber. 
Thomas,  Jnnr.,  pass  for  N.  York, 
626.  Cowell,  Ebeneser,  5L  Coxe, 
John,  16,  29.  Craig,  Robert,  41. 
Craig,  Col.  Thomas,  413.  Crispin, 
Wm.  151,  174,  303,  441.  Culbert- 
son,  Col.  Robert,  448.  Dana,  Fran- 
ois,  316.  Daridson,  James,  16. 
Daris,  John,  563.  Darison,  Hugh, 
504.  DeHaven,  Hngh,  58.  DeHaven, 
Peter«  52,  476,  636.  Delegates  in 
Congress,  116,  124,  137,  207,  231, 
242,  269,  277,  296,  359,  380,  455, 
635,577.  ^ashler,  CoL  394.  Dick, 
inson,  Jonathan,  406.  Edwards, 
Thomas,  449.  Elder,  Joshua,  616. 
Ettwein,  John,  751.  Evans,  Ed- 
ward, 644.     Evans,  CoL    Thomas, 


709.  Evans,  Wm.  7SL  Pergtici, 
Mrs.  BUsabeth,  617.  Flower,  CoL 
Bei^attin,  186,  450,  413,  ?onl, 
David,  296.  Freeholders  st  Bedford 
Co.,  677.  Fnrman,  Moore,  439.  Oil. 
braitb,  Bartrem,  643, 648.  Oilbnitk, 
CoL  Robert,  236,  511,  550.  Geilo- 
waj,  Mrs.  J.,  674.  Osrisad,  Csfuia, 
George,  737.  Qatee,  een.  flontio, 
President  B.  W.,  205.  Gibboa,  CoL 
Wm.  630.  Gibson,  George,  Slli 
553.  Qonrla,  John,  443.  Gray,  Va. 
and  Jno.  Little,  377.  Greene,  Mi^or, 
General,  Nathaniel,  444,  483,  531 
Greer,  Joseph,  895.  Qronow,Leviir 
496.  Haberstack,  Mieksel,  3«1 
Hagner,  Lt.  Frederick,  486.  Bile, 
Thos,  and  N.  Weaver.  6J8.  Hm- 
bright,  John,  770.  Hamilton,  Jmn, 
872,  883,  433,  456,  468.  Hiiw, 
David,  32.  Harris,  John,  311, 574- 
Hart,WUliam,  396, 431,516.  flirt- 
ley,  Thomas,  497,  674,  6«l,  ««, 
720.  Haaelwood,  Commo.  John,  *i, 
121,  182,  167,  180,  246, 5»,  72^ 
749.  Heniy,  Wm.  64*.  HiUw 
Michael,  538,  548,  565.  Hnblej, 
John,  750,  769.  HnUey,  Jowph, 
145.  Hunter,  Lt.  Saaanel,  175, IJ. 
392,  478,  499,  536,  552,  56J,  5M, 
571,  678,  699,  624,  636,  711,  u3. 
Irvine,  Biatthew,  166.  Imai^  CoL 
Wm.  726.  Irwin,  M.  *  R-  J^^e^ 
718.  Jeffries,  Joseph,  840.  Job**. 
Thomas,  107,  130.  Kirkbnde,  Jj- 
sepb,  »6,  175,  261,  2«.  S'  52: 
Lacey,  Brig.  GenL  168,  2M,  JJ 
240,  255,  265,  361,  878,  «1.  »• 
390,  898,  402,  414,  470,  57»,  5J 
594,595.  Laird,  Sainnel,  550.  W|^ 
bar,  CoL  Abraham,  44.  Lee,  FrjiflJ 
Lightfoot,  82,  147.  I*^  *X 
Thomas,  440.  Lesher,  Jo^^.V; 
827,  347,  667, 676.  Levsn,  Akr»h««. 
406,  449.  Levers.  Bobert,  m  i«. 
841,  344,  846,  362,  881.  455,  JH 
486  538,  626,  719,  721.  ^-^ 
Thomas,  661.  Lewis,m«52^- 
Lientenante,  156, 169,  426. 45^  *^' 
650.  Liringston,  Gov.  ^^ 
133,  453,  599,  604,  'T^  J^^ 
Archibald,  68,  142,  459,  W.  ^ 
torloh,  Ck  210,  348,  85t  J'?* 
WiUlam,228.  McCslijUr,  Colosf'^ 
Bichard,  22,  171,  IW,  «*,«•' ^ 
479,  547.  MacUy,  jrato;  S^ 
HcClean,  Archibald, 2H  S^^^^ 
McDoweU,  Alexander,5Tl  M**"?' 
John,  401.  McKean,  Thomi*  jj 
555,  566,  668.  ^•f^'^u^ 
Mease,  James,  22,  42J  4^  «^ 
teller,  Philip,  264.  M^lf '^^ 
676,    699.     Morgan,   CoL  0^ 
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706.    Morgan,  Jacob,  Commissioner, 
47,  382.    Morgan,  Jacob,  Jr.,  128, 
899,  568,  674,  6S9.    Morris,  Robert^ 
46.    Nary  Board,  SUtc,  24,  38,  110, 
243,   832,  333,  355,  421,  434,  617, 
696,  746.    Nesbit,  John,  M.,   662. 
Nicola,   Lewis,   197,  213,  356,  411, 
656,  742.    O'Neal,  Dennis,  498.  Pat- 
terson,   Captain    Alexander,     432. 
Peters,   Richard,   72,   493.      Pettit, 
Charles,  366,  513,    525,    620,    623. 
Pickering,   Timothy,  173,  237,  546. 
Piper,   Col.  John,  34,  36,  115,  138, 
194,  229,  469,  505,  682.    Pleasants, 
Samuel,  524.   Porter,  Capt  Andrew, 
694.    Potter,   Oen.  James,  51,   83, 
89,  97,  98,  141,  150,  169,  521,  665, 
729.      Potts,   Samuel,  595.      Price, 
Philip,  695.    Prisoners  in   Masonic 
Lodge,  509,  511.  Proctor,  Col.  John, 
•445,  458,   506,   659,   722.    Proctor, 
CoL  Thomas,  676.    Ralston,  John, 
Ac,  747,  772.     Rea,  Samuel,  611, 
672.    Read,  James,   234,  245,  473. 
Recruiting  officers,  280.    Reed,  Jo- 
seph,  120,  218,  712,  739,    Rice,  Ro. 
bort,  722.    Rittenhouse,  David,  643. 
Roberdean,   Gen.  Daniel,   10,    131, 
134,   144,   183,  206,  209,   216,  273, 
287,    295,  359,  374,  422,  446,  567, 
583,  584,  609.    Rudolph,  Lt.  John, 
454.    Rush,  Jacob,   752.     Sanders, 
William,    716.     Saradge,    Thomas, 
159,  182,  236,  398,  400,  417.     Scott, 
Thomas,  673.    Sergeant,  Jonathan, 
D.,  630,  683,  740.  Seymour,  Commo- 
dore,   Thomas.  97.     Shippen,  Bd- 
ward,   688.    Shippen,  Dr.  William, 
688.  Skinner,  Abraham,  625.  Smith, 
Lt.  Col.  4.  Smith,  James,  270.  Smith, 
Jonathan,  B.,  160, 191,  232,  293,  303, 
814,  350,   357,  359,   365,  369,  408, 
420,  427,  466,  545.   Smith,  Matthew, 
632.    Smith,  Thomas,  and  Edward 
Woods,  39.  Smith,  Dr.  William,  621. 
Smith  and  Eeachline,  Lts.,  92,  107. 
Sprogel,  Lodick,  678.    Spyker,  Hen. 
391.    Sterenson,  George,  94.    Ste- 
renson,  Robert,  653.    Stewart,  CoL 
Walter,  285,  343.    Stiles,  Capt  Jos., 
480.    Stoddart,  Bei^.,  608.    Stroud, 
Col.  Jacob,  748.    Sweers,  Cornelius, 
473.    Tilghman,  James,  96.     Tilgh- 
man.    Tench,  407.     Van  Oampen, 
Ac,  John,    767.    Wagon   Masters, 
212.      WaUis,    Samuel,     66  ,    687. 
Washington,  Genl.  George,  153, 156, 
180,  189,  200,  201,  241,   250,  254, 
255,  263,   274,   277,   291,  325,  338, 
353,  354,   357,  401,  405,  409,  416, 
426,  431,  445,  480,  490,  498,  522, 


Wayne,  Anthony,  25,  86,  142,  251, 
381,  887,  397,  408,  411,  419,  428, 
451,  474.  WeiUel,  Lt.  John,  271, 
641,  551,  629.  Wirts,  Migor,  201. 
Wynkoup,  Henry,  600.  Toung, 
James,  W.  M.,  75,  218,  259,  276, 
282,  289,  321,  330,  337,  343,  366, 
519,  674. 

Sweeney,  John,  taken  at  Brandywine, 
68. 

Sweers,  Cornelius,  letter,  473.  Charged 
with  frauds,  672. 

Swenkfelders,  ask  for  relaxing  of  tb9 
Test,  541,  55L 

Swift,  Captain,  capture  of,  261. 


Test,  the  reloxation  of,  asked  for  by 
Moravians,  Ac,  540,  551.  Refuse 
it,  751. 

Thompson,  Capt,  at  Brandywine,  58. 

Thompson,  John,  299.  ' 

Tilghman,  James,  96. 

Tilghman,  Tench,  407. 

Tin,  block,  required,  368. 

Todd,  Wm.,  counterfeit  money,  359. 

Tories,  proceedings  against,  4,  5,  18, 
44.  51,  75,  77,  83,  94,  117,  118,  144, 
170,  210,  242,  842,  344,  345,  346, 
347,  359,  361,  862,  484,  443,  445, 
453,  498,  533,  534,  542,  551,  555, 
596,  602,  611,  615,  621,  625,  641, 
644,  651,  653,  663,  672,  680,  683, 
695,  709,  715,  721,  728,  731,  742, 
744,  750,  752.  Action  of  Congress 
respecting,  210.  Insolence  of,  291. 

Treasury,  state  of,  81. 

Treaty  with  France,  466,  479,  493, 521. 


Valley  Forge,  winter  quarters  at,  122. 

Van  Campen,  John,  Ac,  767. 

Vanfleok,  Henry,  suspicions  against^ 
57.    Deposition  respecting,  67,  77. 

Vansant,  Garret  and  John,  Examina- 
tion respecting  robberies,  596,  599, 
600,  604. 

Varnum,  General,  31, 121. 

Veness,  Jerome,  noble  conduct  of,  689. 

Vemer,  Frederick,  prooeedlngi  in  hit 
case,  713. 

Virginia,  boundary  unsettled,  69,  82. 
volunteers,  expected  from,  120.  Act 
of,  for  clothing  their  troops,  126. 
Consents  to  confederation,  144,  232. 
Offers  troops  for  Philadolpbiay  183. 
Bendeavooa,  in,  302. 
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Wftgona,  Bcorcity  of.  41»  65,  M,  77, 
107,  llA,  124,  130,  137,  139,  141, 
179,  200,  210,  212,  218,  220,  252, 
276,  282,  289,  298»  319,  320,  32i, 
328,  330,  834,  338,  343,  348,  353, 
362,  366,  371,  877,  405,  416,  450, 
483,  513,  519,  546,  6U8,  621,  623, 
676,  699,  761-767. 

Woffonen,  deserted,  320,  337.  Droit  n- 
ed,  821,  322,  337.  Coanterfeit  bills, 
found  on,  200, 206,  215. 

Wagon  Masters,  circular  to,  124,  212, 
330,  837,  338,  357.  763,  765. 

Wallis,  Samae],  664,  687. 

War,  Council  of,  held,  21. 

Warrants  to  arrest,  12,  53,  65. 

Washington,  G%nl.  George,  9,  30,  43, 
153,  154,  180,  189,  200,  201,  235, 
241,  250,  254,  255,  263,  274,  277, 
287,  288,  291,  325,  333,  339,  35.n, 
354,  357,  401,  405,  409,  410,  416, 
425,  430,  445,  480,  490,  498,  522, 
629,  646,  557,  558,  604,  742,  752. 
His  movements,  91,  122.  Affair  at 
Cbesnnt  Hill,  100.  Takes  winter 
quarters  in  Chester  County,  61.  Pro- 
clamation on  threshing  grain,  116. 
Distress  of  the  Army,  189,  328.    Oa 

.  clothing,  200,  and  party  with  clotli- 
ing  for  prisoners  at  Lancaster,  216. 
Address  to  oitisens,  277,  326.  Asks 
for  Oallies,  354.  Empowered  to  call 
out  5000  Militia,  899,  409,  446.  In 
trodnoes  Genl.  Qreene,  405.  Letter 
to  General  Lacey,  on  prisoners  with 
marketing,  410.  Respecting  wagon 
law,  416.  Men  from  Gallies,  421. 
MiUtia,490.  Arms,  498,  522.  May 
empower  persons  to  obtain  prori* 
sions,   66.    Distress  for  provisions, 

'  &o.,  263,  826,  328.  On  evacuation  of 
Fort  Mifflin,  47.  Takes  measures  in 
ease  of  evacuatioa,  558.  Bvaonation 
of  Philadelphia,  604.     ' 

Watkins,  Joseph,  368. 

Watson,  John,  Jun.,  ol^ms  ^damages 
done  by  galley  men,  769. 

Wayne,  Brigadier,  Genenl,  Anthony, 
Letters,  25.  86,  251,  387,  397,  408, 
411,  419,  428,  451,  474.  His  opinion 
of  well-elad  soldiers,  26.  Exertions 
to  clothe  soldiers,  61, 408.  On  Militia 
and  clothing,  142,  410.  On  substi- 
tutes,  251.  Recruiting  orders,  248, 
897,  408,  411,  419,  746.  Return  of 
troops,  476. 

Westmoreland  Cpunty,  Indian  affairs 
in,  3,  68.  Mr.  HolUday,  115.  Alarm 
Arom  Indians  and  Tories,  438,  458, 
460.    Number  of  arms  in,  495.    In- 


dian BMirden,  496.     Suppliea  for, 

538. 

Westmoreland,  tows,  (See  Wyoming,) 
371. 

Weston,  Richard,  examination  of,  142. 
WeUel,  Lt.  John,  271,  883,  541,  551, 
629,  651. 

Wharton,  Thomas,  Jun.,  President, 
letters,  11,  12,  14,  17,  18,  23,  35. 
Death  of,  493,  546,  658,  669,  625. 
Funeral  at  Lancaster,  552. 

Wheat  to  be  threshed  or  taken  for 
straw,  83. 

Whiskey,  large  purehasei,  at  high 
prices,  by  an  officer,  205,  208. 

White,  Mrs.,  63,  239. 

White  Eyes,  Capt  (Indian,)  meaaag* 
to  Col.  Morgan,  587,  652,  714. 

Wilcox,  J.  and  A.,  claim  salt  seised 

"  in  PhUadelphia,  703,  724,  740   764. 

Winchester,  Virginia,  prisoners  from 
Philadelphia  at,  74,  75,  102,  104, 
106,  111,  158,  210,  364,  867,  509, 
510,  524.  Remonstranoo  from  pri- 
soners, 509.    Petition,  510. 

Wirts,  Migor,  Christian,  regulations  of 
guards  at  Lancaster,  193, 201. 

Wise,  Frederick,  415. 

Woman,  a,  in  distress  in  the  army,  716, 
772. 

Woods,  George,  89.' 

Wool  recommended  to  be  purchased 
and  manuDaetured,  41. 

Wyalusing,  Captain  Hartley  attacks 
Indians  near,  773. 

Wynkoop,  Heniy,  600. 

Wyoming,  petition  for  troops,  supply 
by  Congress,  371.  Threatening  ap- 
pearances, 624.  Cut  off,  626,  628, 
631,  632,  634,  648,  647,  664,  686. 
Company,  from,  674.  Colonel  Brod- 
head  ordered  to,  660,  662.  Rendes- 
Tous,  at,  680,  691,  721,  730,  772. 


York  County,  MUitia,  169,  879.    D«. 

,  termined  not  to  march,  196.    Court, 

JTat,  238,  294,  511.  ApplicaUon  iVom, 
876.  Lieutenants,  426.  Scarcity  of 
money.  Recruits,  497.  Elections, 
775.    Salaries,  complained  of,  77*', 

Young,  Jamc«,  letters,  218,  359,  276, 
282,  289,  320,  821,  329,  843,  357, 
866,  619,  676,  761,  762,  763,  764, 
765,  766. 


Zantiinger,  Paul,  28. 
Zedurts,  Herman,  5. 
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